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Radio enjoys a huge following in the United Kingdom. There are around 600 
licensed radio stations in the country. For a more comprehensive list see List of radio 
stations in the United Kingdom. 


BBC Radio[edit] 
Main article: BBC Radio 


The most prominent stations are the national networks operated by the BBC. 


e BBC Radio 1 broadcasts mostly current pop music output on FM and digital radio, 
with live music throughout the year 

e BBC Radio 2 is the United Kingdom's most listened-to radio station, featuring 
presenters such as Ken Bruce and Steve Wright, and playing popular music from the 
last five decades as well as special interest programmes in the evening 

e BBC Radio 3 is a classical music station, broadcasting high-quality concerts and 
performances. At night, it transmits a wide range of jazz and world music 

e BBC Radio 4 is a current affairs and speech station, with news, debate and radio 
drama. It broadcasts the daily radio soap The Archers, as well as flagship news 
programme Today 

e BBC Radio 5 Live broadcasts live news and sports commentary with phone-in 
debates and studio guests 


The introduction of digital radio technology led to the launch of several new BBC 
stations: 


e BBC Radio 1Xtra broadcasts rap, RnB and drum'n'bass 

e BBC Radio 4 Extra broadcasts comedy, drama and shows which extend or 
supplement popular programmes on its sister station, Radio 4, including The 
Archers spin off Ambridge Extra and archived episodes of Desert Island Discs 

e BBC Radio 6 Music transmits predominantly alternative music, with many live 
sessions 

e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra is a companion to Five Live for additional events 
coverage 


e BBC Asian Network is aimed at the large South Asian community in the United 
Kingdom (also available on AM in some areas) 


The BBC also provide 40 local radio services, mainly broadcasting a mix of local news 
and music aimed at an older audience. 


Commercial radio[edit] 


Also available nationally are three national commercial channels, namely Absolute 
Radio, Classic FM and talkSPORT. As with the BBC, digital radio has brought about many 
changes, including the roll-out of local stations such as Radio X, Kiss and Kerrang 

Radio to other areas of the United Kingdom. 


Commercial radio licences are awarded by Ofcom, a government body which advertises 
a licence for an area and holds a so-called beauty contest to determine which station 
will be granted permission to broadcast in that area. Stations submit detailed 
application documents containing their proposed format and the outcome of research to 
determine the demand for their particular style of broadcast. Original 106 

(Aberdeen) was the last radio station to be granted a licence by Ofcom. 


Most local commercial stations in the United Kingdom broadcast to a city or group of 
towns within a radius of 20-50 miles, with a second tier of regional stations covering 
larger areas such as North West England. The predominant format is pop music, but 
many other tastes are also catered for, particularly in London and the larger cities, and 
on digital radio. 


Rather than operating as independent entities, many local radio stations are owned by 
large radio groups which broadcast a similar format to many areas. The largest operator 
of radio is Global Radio which bought the former media group, Gcap Media. It 

owns Classic FM and London's most popular commercial station, Capital London. Other 
owners are Bauer Radio and Wireless Group, which mainly own stations that broadcast 
in highly populated city areas. 


Many of these stations, including all the BBC stations, are also available via digital 
television services. 


Community radio[edit] 


Community radio stations broadcast to a small area, normally within a 3-mile (5 km) 
radius, and are required by the Act to be not-for-profit organisations, owned by local 
people, on which the broadcasters are mostly volunteers. They are recognised under 
the Communications Act 2003 as a distinct third tier of radio in the United Kingdom. The 
community radio movement in the United Kingdom was founded in the mid-1970s, 
broadcasting through Restricted Service Licences, the internet and cable television. 


An Access Radio pilot scheme gave fifteen stations, including Resonance FM and ALL 
FM, five-year licences, and this has blossomed into a lively sector, overseen unofficially 
by the Community Media Association. 


The broadcasters predominantly serve an easily defined racial community such as Asian 
Star FM in Slough, or a geographically defined community such as Coast FM, Speysound 
Radio & The Bay Radio. !##ticxneede They can also serve religious groups, such as Christian 
radio station Branch FM in Yorkshire. As well as this, they can also be linked with 
universities and student unions who run the stations under a community licence, for 
example Smoke Radio in London, Demon FM in Leicester, and Spark FM in Sunderland. 


See also[edit] 


e Digital radio in the United Kingdom 


e Pirate radio in the United Kingdom 
e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
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e Independent Local Radio 

e Independent National Radio 

e Radio Academy 


e Broadcasting Act 1990 
e Communications Act 2003 
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This is a timeline of the development of independent radio in the UK. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1972 
o 12 July - Following the enabling of The Sound Broadcasting Act 1972, 
The Independent Broadcasting Authority is formed, paving the way for the 
launch of Independent Local Radio. 
e 1973 
o 8 October - 
= LBC becomes the first legal Independent Local Radio station in the United 
Kingdom when it begins broadcasting at just before 6 am, providing talk_ 
radio to the London area. 
= At 6am, the very first Independent Radio News bulletin is broadcast. 
o 16 October - Capital Radio begins broadcasting a music-based general 
entertainment service to the London area, =a 
o 31 December - Radio Clyde, the first independent local radio station 
outside London, and the first in Scotland, begins broadcasting to 
the Glasgow area. 
e 1974 
o 19 February - BRMB begins broadcasting to the Birmingham area. 
o 2 April - Piccadilly Radio begins broadcasting to the Manchester area. 
o 15 July - Metro Radio begins broadcasting to the Newcastle upon Tyne area. 


o 30 September - Swansea Sound, the first Independent Local Radio station 
in Wales, begins broadcasting to the Swansea area. 

o 1 October - Radio Hallam begins broadcasting to the Sheffield area. 

o 21 October - Radio City begins broadcasting to the Liverpool area on MW only. 

e 1975 

o 22 January - Radio Forth begins broadcasting to the Edinburgh area." 

o 5 February - Radio City begins broadcasting to the Liverpool area on VHF. 

o 19 May - Plymouth Sound begins broadcasting to the Plymouth area. 

o 24 June - Radio Tees begins broadcasting to the Teesside area. 

o 3 July - Radio Trent beings broadcasting to the Nottingham area. 

o 16 September - Pennine Radio begins broadcasting to Bradford. 

o 14 October - Radio Victory begins broadcasting to the Portsmouth area. 

o 28 October - Radio Orwell begins broadcasting to the Ipswich area. 

e 1976 

o 8 March - Radio 210 begins broadcasting to the Reading area.4! 

o 16 March - Independent Local Radio begins in Northern Ireland when Downtown 
Radio starts broadcasting. 

o 12 April - Beacon Radio, broadcasting to the Wolverhampton area, is the final 
station in the first wave of Independent Local Radio stations to begin 
transmission. 

o December - Capital Radio launches the Capital Radio Helpline, and also in 
1976 Capital Radio launches the Flying Eye, a traffic spotting light aircraft 
which reported on traffic congestion on the streets of Central London. 

e 1977 

o No events. 
e 1978 

o No events. 
e 1979 

o No events. 

1980s[edit] 
e 1980 

o 11 April - CBC in Cardiff becomes the first of the second tranche of Independent 
Local Radio stations to start broadcasting. It is the first new ILR station since 
1976. 

o 23 May - Mercia Sound begins broadcasting to Coventry and the surrounding 
area. 

o 10 July - Hereward Radio begins broadcasting to the Peterborough area. 

o 15 September - 2CR (Two Counties Radio) begins broadcasting to 
the Bournemouth and New Forest area. 

o 17 October - Radio Tay begins broadcasting to the Dundee area and on 14 
November the station starts broadcasting to the Perth area. 

o 23 October - Severn Sound begins broadcast to Gloucestershire. 

o 7 November - DevonAir Radio begins broadcasting to Exeter and the 
surrounding mid-Devon area. On 12 December the station starts broadcasting to 
the Torbay area. 

e 1981 
o 7 July - Northsound Radio begins broadcasting to the Aberdeen area. 


o 1 September - Radio Aire begins broadcasting to Leeds and Wakefield. 

o 7 September - Centre Radio begins broadcasting to Leicester. 

o 12 September - Essex Radio begins broadcasting to the Southend-on-Sea area 
of Essex. 

o 15 October - Chiltern Radio begins broadcasting to the Luton area. 

o 27 October - Radio West begins broadcasting to Bristol. 

o 4 December - West Sound Radio begins broadcasting to Ayr and the surrounding 
area. 

o 10 December - Essex Radio expands into mid-Essex when it starts broadcasting 
from transmitters located near Chelmsford. 

1982 

o 23 February - Moray Firth Radio begins broadcasting to Inverness and the 
surrounding area of north east Scotland. 

o 1 March - Chiltern Radio's broadcast area expands when it begins broadcasting 
to the Bedford area. 

o April - At the start of the Falklands War, Radio Victory begins 24-hour 
broadcasting." 

o 4 October - Radio Wyvern begins broadcasting 
across Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

o 5 October - Red Rose Radio begins broadcasting to 
the Preston and Blackpool areas of west Lancashire. 

o 12 October - Wiltshire Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 6 November - Saxon Radio begins broadcasting to the Bury St. Edmunds area. 
This is the first station to network most of its output from another, in this 
case, Radio Orwell in Ipswich. 

1983 

o 4 April - County Sound begins broadcasting to the Guildford area. 

o 13 June - Gwent Broadcasting becomes the first station in the UK to occupy the 
newly released 102.2 to 104.5Mhz part of the VHF/FM waveband."! 

o 29 August - Southern Sound begins broadcasting to the Brighton area. 

o 5 September - Signal Radio begins broadcasting to the Stoke-on-Trent area at 
6am and Marcher Sound begins broadcasting to the Wrexham area at 6.30am. 

o 6 October - Centre Radio stops broadcasting after running into financial 
difficulties. A take-over bid was rejected by the IBA and the station went off air at 
5.30pm. 51 

1984 

o 17 April - Viking Radio begins broadcasting across Humberside. 

o 7 September - Commercial radio returns to Leicester, eleven months 
after Centre Radio went off air. The new service is provided by Leicester Sound. 

o 30 September - The first edition of The Network Chart Show is broadcast. Aired 
on almost all of the UK's Independent Local Radio network, the programme is 
presented from the studios of Capital Radio by David Jensen. 

o 1 October - Three stations go on air - Invicta Sound begins broadcasting across 
Kent, Radio Broadland begins broadcasting to Norwich and Hereward 
Radio begins broadcasting to Peterborough. 

o 20 October - Radio Mercury begins broadcasting to the Crawley area. 

o 4 December - Pennine Radio's broadcast area is expanded when the Bradford- 


based station starts broadcasting to Huddersfield and Halifax. 


1985 


o 13 February - Financial difficulties force South Wales station Gwent 
Broadcasting to close down after less than two years on air.4 

o September - Wiltshire Radio buys struggling Radio West and on 1 October a 
merged station, GWR, launches. 

o 1 October - Radio Hallam's broadcast area is expanded when the Sheffield-based 
station starts broadcasting across all of South Yorkshire. 

o 14 October - CBC is relaunched as Red Dragon Radio. The station also covers the 
Newport area, offering a replacement service to Gwent Broadcasting and 
provides separate breakfast shows for Cardiff and Newport until the early 1990s. 

o October - Plymouth Sound launches an opt-out service for Tavistock. The service 
operates on weekday breakfast and drive time and weekend mid-mornings. 

1986 

o The Home Office sanctions six experiments of split programming on Independent 
Local Radio. Up to ten hours a week of split programming was allowed. These 
include Welsh language programmes on Marcher Sound, Asian programming 
on Leicester Sound and rugby league commentary on Viking Radio. 

o 28 June - Portsmouth station Radio Victory goes off air. It was the first 
commercial radio station to loose its licence. 

o 12 October - Ocean Sound begins broadcasting. Replacing Radio Victory in East 
Hampshire, it introducing commercial radio to Southampton, Winchester and the 
Isle of Wight. The station transmits with split frequencies; Ocean Sound West on 
103.2FM and 1557AM and Ocean Sound East on 97.5FM (former 95FM 
transmitter for Radio Victory) and 1170AM, the former AM transmitter of the 
former ILR station. 

o 30 November - Following its purchase of Northants 96, Chiltern Radio launches a 
networked service called ’’The Hot FM”. The service is broadcast on three ILR 
licenses including the newly launched Northants 96. Only the mid-morning show 
is broadcast locally. 

1987 

o 1 January - A new transmitter for Radio 210 is switched on, allowing 
the Reading-based station to broadcast across Berkshire and north Hampshire. 

o 3 March - Radio Trent's broadcast area expands when it starts broadcasting to 
the Derby area. 

o 18 May - The Yorkshire Radio Network launches. It is a networked service of 
evening and overnight programming, broadcast on three commercial radio 
stations in Yorkshire - Pennine Radio in Bradford, Viking Radio in Hull and Radio 
Hallam in Sheffield - providing programming every night between 8 pm, starting 
slightly earlier at weekends, and 6 am.™ 

o 22 May - GWR's broadcast area expands when it launches in Bath. 

o 14 July - Beacon Radio's broadcast area expands when it launches in Shropshire. 

o 6 December - Ocean Sound launches a third station Ocean Sound North. It 
covers Winchester and the north of its region. It shares much of its programming 
with Ocean Sound West, except for a local breakfast show.2% 

1988 

o January - Radio Tees is relaunched as TFM. 

o 1 June - County Sound becomes the first station to introduce full time split 


programming on FM and AM. Premier Radio and County Sound Gold 


o 1 July - The Superstation launches an overnight sustaining service on a number 
of ILR stations around the country at 10pm. The service would run until 6am 
each morning, later expanding to start at 7pm. 

o 2 July - Capital Gold starts broadcasting, initially as a weekend only service.44 

o 3 September - Key 103 and Piccadilly Gold launch in Manchester, 
replacing Piccadilly Radio. 

o 20 September - The Radio Data System (RDS) launches, allowing car radios to 
automatically retune, display station identifiers and switch to local travel news. 

o 4 October - Launch of GEM-AM, the result of a split between Radio 
Trent and Leicester Sound's FM and medium wave frequencies. 

o 31 October - Viking Radio is replaced on FM by Viking FM and on MW by Viking 
Gold. 

o 15 November - Brunel Classic Gold launches on MW across the west of England. 

o 1November - Capital Gold begins broadcasting full time on MW 
across London and the FM service is renamed as 95.8 Capital FM. 

o November - Supergold begins broadcasting on MW 
across Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire. 

o 4 December - Ocean Sound creates two new radio stations as part of the 
relaxing of ILR licensing rules. Power FM launches in Southampton and becomes 
the UK's first 24-hour non-stop chart hit music station and The Gold AM 
replaces Ocean Sound on medium-wave. Ocean Sound continues its full service 
operation on the 96.7 FM and 97.5 FM frequencies. 

1989 

o 15 January - Wolverhampton station Beacon Radio is replaced on FM by Beacon 
FM and on MW by WABC. 

o 27 March - Kent station Invicta Radio is replaced on FM by Invicta FM and on MW 
by Coast AM. 

o 31 March- 
= MEM 97.1 begins broadcasting to the Wirral area. 
= Marcher Gold begins broadcasting on MW to Wrexham and Chester and the 

area’s FM station is renamed MFM. 

o 4 April - Xtra AM begins broadcasting on the MW frequencies of BRMB and 
Mercia Sound. 

o 8 April - Great North Radio begins broadcasting on MW to north east England. 

o 1 May - Classic Gold begins broadcasting on MW across west, south and east 
Yorkshire, replacing individual stations Pennine AM, Hallam AM and Viking Gold. 

o 4 July - A new transmitter for DevonAir is switched on allowing the station to 
expand its transmission area to East Devon, West Dorset and South Somerset. 
The relay broadcasts under the name of South West 103. 

o 16 July - The Breeze begins broadcasting on MW across Essex and Surrey. 

o 15 September - Fox FM starts broadcasting to Oxford and Banbury. It becomes 
the first UK commercial station to be licensed to broadcast on a single 
waveband. 

o 2 October - LBC ends and is replaced on FM by news and comment station LBC 
Crown FM" and on MW by phone-in station London Talkback.22! 

o 15 October - Horizon Radio starts broadcasting to Milton Keynes. 

o 22 October - The first of the Independent Broadcasting Authority’s series 


of incremental radio stations launches when Sunset 102 begins broadcasting 
to Manchester. More than 20 licenses were issued, which allowed new stations to 


start broadcasting in areas already served by independent local radio. The 
stations came on air in 1989 and 1990. 


o 5 November - Sunrise Radio begins broadcasting to west London’s Asian 
community on MW. 

o 13 November - London Greek Radio and WNK begin broadcasting. The become 
the first stations to share a frequency and they alternate every four hours. 

o 26 November - Orchard FM begins broadcasting to Yeovil, Taunton and the 
surrounding area. 

o 2 December - CNFM begins broadcasting to Cambridge and Newmarket. 

o 9 December - Asian radio station Sunrise Radio Yorkshire begins broadcasting 
in Bradford. 

o Unknown - Liverpool station City Talk 1548 AM becomes the UK's first all-talk 
radio station outside of London.“ This was unusual as most stations launched 
‘golden oldie' stations on their AM frequencies. 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o 3 January - Glasgow station Radio Clyde is replaced by Clyde 1 on FM and Clyde 
2 on MW in Glasgow. 

o 22 January - Radio Borders begins broadcasting across the Scottish Border 
region. 

o 7 February - Cool FM begins broadcasting to Belfast on FM. Downtown 
Radio continues on MW in Belfast and on FM across Northern Ireland. 

o 17 February - KFM begins broadcasting to Stockport. 

o 4 March - London's Jazz FM, a station playing mainly soul and jazz music, 
launches with an Ella Fitzgerald concert at the Royal Albert Hall .@5it61 

o 18 March - Radio Thamesmead begins broadcasting to the Thamesmead area of 
London. 

o 31 March - Choice FM begins broadcasting to the Brixton area of London. 

o 6 April- 
= KCBC begins broadcasting to Kettering and Corby. 
= Belfast Community Radio 

o 15 April - Isle of Wight Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 21 April - FTP begins broadcasting to Bristol. 

o 14 May - Buzz FM begins broadcasting to Birmingham. 

o 21 May - South West Sound begins broadcasting across Dumfries and Galloway. 

o 1 June - Red Rose Radio is split into two stations - Red Rose Rock FM using the 
FM frequency and Red Rose Gold on the medium wave frequency. 

o 4 June - 
= Centre Sound begins broadcasting to Falkirk. 
= CityBeat begins broadcasting to Belfast. 

o 24 June - Chiltern Supergold begins broadcasting on the MW frequencies of 
Chiltern Radio. 

o 25 june - 


= Airport Information Radio begins broadcasting, providing a travel news 
service to Heathrow and Gatwick airports. 

= Spectrum Radio begins broadcasting. The station provides airtime to various 
ethnic communities across London. 


o 9 July - Melody 105.4 FM begins broadcasting an easy listening melodic music 
service across London. 

o 15 july - 
= Edinburgh station Radio Forth is replaced on FM by Forth Fm and on MW 

by Max AM 
= Touch AM begins broadcasting in South Wales. 

o 17 July - Leeds station Radio Aire is replaced on FM by Aire FM and on MW 
by Magic 828. 

o 28 August - Radio Harmony begins broadcasting in Coventry. 

o 1 September - Official launch of dance music station Kiss FM. The station had 
previously operated as a pirate broadcaster but now broadcasts legally across 
London.. 

o 6 October - The Superstation closes after 2 years 3 months on air at 6am after 
going into liquidation. 

o 7 October - Mellow 1557 begins broadcasting to the Tendring area of Essex. 

o 8 October - Severn Sound splits into two services, with Severn Sound continuing 
on FM with 3 Counties Radio launching on MW. 

o October - Echo 96 begins broadcasting to South Cheshire and Staffordshire. 

o 5 November - Wear FM begins broadcasting to Sunderland. 

o 30 December - WABC begins broadcasting to Shropshire. 

1991 

o 1 January - The Radio Authority comes into being, replacing the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority as the UK’s radio regulator. 

o 27 January - Galaxy Radio replaces FTP in Bristol. This station would be part of 
Chiltern Radio's Hot FM network, with separate programmes during the day and 
taking the main network output from Milton Keynes between 2200-0600 
overnight. 

o 10 March - South Coast Radio launches on MW along the Sussex and Hampshire 
coast. 

o March - After two years on air, Radio City closes its MW talk station City Talk 
1548 AM and replaces it with Radio City Gold. 

o June - Airport Information Radio closes after just a year on air. 

o 5 July - Chiltern Radio launches Network News. 

o July - The Radio Authority awards the first Independent National Radio licence to 
Showtime Radio, which proposes a ‘songs from the shows' format. The rules, as 
set out by the 1990 Broadcasting Act, stated that the Authority had to give the 
licence to the highest cash bidder, providing that the applicant met criteria set 
down in the Broadcasting Act24 and Showtime offered the highest amount out of 
the three applicants. 

o August - The Radio Authority re-awards the first Independent National 
Radio licence to Classic FM because Showtime has been unable to secure the 
required funding within the required time as stipulated by the Authority. 

o 31 August - The Pulse of West Yorkshire replaces Pennine FM in Bradford, Halifax 
and Huddersfield. 

o 19 October - SIBC begins broadcasting to the Shetland Islands. 

o Unknown - Signal buys neighbouring KFM and merges the station with Echo 96 
resulting in the launch of Signal Cheshire. 

1992 

o 15 February - Radio Orwell changes its name to SGR FM following the purchase 


of the station by East Anglian Radio. 


o 1 March - Lincs FM beings broadcasting to Lincolnshire. 

o 14 March - Heartland FM begins broadcasting to the Scottish towns 
of Pitlochry and Aberfeldy. 

o 3 April - Pirate FM begins broadcasting across Cornwall. 

o 14 April - Peterborough station Hereward Radio is replaced on FM by Hereward 
FM and on MW by The Worlds Greatest Music Station. 

o April - The Radio Authority awards the second Independent National 
Radio licence to Independent Music Radio, a consortium jointly owned by TV- 
am and Virgin Communications Ltd. The Authority had hoped that the station 
would launch by the end of the year but it didn’t launch until the following April. 

o 4 May - Mercury 96.4 begins broadcasting to Guildford. 

o 25 May - Radio Wave 96.5 begins broadcasting to Blackpool. 

o 1 July - KL.FM 96.7 begs broadcasting to King’s Lynn. 

o 4 July - Minster FM begins broadcasting to York and the surrounding areas of mid 
North Yorkshire. 

o July - As Classic FM prepares to launch, test transmissions are carried out using a 
recording of birdsong originally made for a Raymond Briggs play about nuclear 
war in 1991. The recording proves popular with listeners and is later launched 
as Birdsong Radio.2# 

o 1 September - Q96 begins broadcasting to Paisley in Renfrewshire. 

o 5 September - Spire FM begins broadcasting to Salisbury and the surrounding 
area. 

o 7 September - Britain's first national commercial radio station, Classic 
FM launches at 6am. 

o 1 October - Sunshine 855 begins broadcasting on MW to the Ludlow area. The 
frequency had previously been used by BBC Radio Shropshire. 

o 15 October - Island FM begins broadcasting to the Channel Islands 
of Guernsey and Alderney. 

o 18 October - After previously enjoying success as a pirate radio 
station, Sunshine 855 in Shropshire officially goes on air. 

o 12 December - Lantern FM starts broadcasting to 
the Barnstable and Ilfracombe areas of north west Devon. 

o 25 October - Channel 103 begins broadcasting to the Channel Island of Jersey. 

o 22 November - Delta FM begins broadcasting to Alton and Haslemere. 

o 14 December - Radio Ceredigion begins broadcasting to Aberystwyth and the 
West Wales Coast. 

1993 

o 18 January - Signal Gold launches as a full time station on Signal Radio's MW 
frequency although a limited split service had been operating for the past year in 
the form of a separate MW-only Golden Breakfast Show. 

o 1 March - The Bay begins broadcasting to southern Cumbria and north 
Lancashire. 

o 14 April - CFM begins broadcasting to Carlisle. 

o 30 April - Virgin 1215, Britain's second national commercial radio station 
broadcasting on Radio 3's old mediumwave frequency, is launched by 
owner Richard Branson at 12.15pm. 

o 1 May - Ten 17 begins broadcasting to Harlow in Essex. 

o 21 May - Star FM begins broadcasting to the Berkshire towns 


of Slough, Maidenhead and Windsor. 


o May - Country Music Radio begins broadcasting a country music service on 
satellite and cable. 

o 1 July - Radio Maldwyn begins broadcasting on AM to the Montgomeryshire area 
of Wales. 

o 25 july - The last Network Chart Show goes out on Independent Local Radio. 

o July - Midland Radio Plc, which owns several stations, including BRMB, is 
acquired by GCap Media. 

o 1 August - 'Doctor' Neil Fox introduces the first Pepsi Chart, a Sunday 
afternoon Top 40 Countdown show for commercial radio, and based 
on single sales and airplay. 

o 27 August - Marcher Coast begins broadcasting. The station covers the north 
Wales coastal area from Llandudno eastwards. 

o September - The Radio Authority announces that it will not be renewing LBC's 
licence. The new licensee is to be London News Radio, a consortium led by 
former LBC staff and backed by Guinness Mahon.2 

o 4 September - Wessex FM begins broadcasting across central and 
western Dorset. 

o 7 October - Yorkshire Coast Radio begins broadcasting to the North Yorkshire 
coastal towns of Scarborough and Whitby. 

o 17 October - SGR Colchester begins broadcasting to the Colchester area. 

o 21 October - Q102.9 begins broadcasting to the Derry area of Northern Ireland. 

o October - Manchester station Sunset 102 goes into liquidation. 

o Unknown - London station WNK closes.22 WNK's closure allows London Greek 
Radio, with whom it had shared a frequency, to begin full time broadcasts. 

o Unknown - Sunrise Radio starts to broadcast across London when it begins 
transmission on the MW frequency previously occupied by BBC GLR. 

1994 

o 5 March - Following the purchase by GWR of Mercia FM, Trent FM and Leicester 
Sound, Radio Trent's Derbyshire service is renamed Ram FM and two days 
later Xtra AM in Coventry is replaced by a Mercia-branded relay of Classic Gold. 

o 7 March - Manchester United launches its own radio station Manchester United 
Radio.24 The station operates on home match days. 

o 5 April - News Direct 97.3FM and London News Talk 1152AM begin broadcasting. 
They replace LBC Newstalk and London Talkback Radio. The change occurs 
following last year's decision by the Radio Authority not renew LBC's licence, 
instead giving it to London News Radio, a consortium led by former LBC staff 
and backed by Guinness Mahon.2! 

o 15 April - Mix 96 begins broadcasting to Aylesbury. 

o 6 June - NECR begins broadcasting to Inverurie and the surrounding areas 
of Aberdeenshire. 

o 20 June - Fortune 1458 launches in Manchester. The station uses BBC Radio 
Manchester's old MW frequency. 

o June - Following the purchase of Cambridge station CNFM by GWR, the station is 
relaunched as Q103. 

o 4 July - 97.2 Stray FM begins broadcasting to the Harrogate and Ripon areas of 
North Yorkshire. 

o 1 August - Nevis Radio begins broadcasting to the Fort William area. 

o 1-16 September - The UK's first five regional commercial stations start 


broadcasting. They are 100.4 Jazz FM (north west England), 100-102 Century 
Radio (north east England), Galaxy 101 which launches a dance music service on 


the 4th to the Severn estuary area, 100.7 Heart FM which launches on the 6th 
and covers the West Midlands and Scot FM which broadcasts music and speech 
to the Scottish central belt. 


o 1 September - Country 1035 begins broadcasting a country music service on 
MW to London. 

o 16 October - Kiss 102 begins broadcasting a dance music service to Manchester. 

o 22 October - Oasis Radio begins broadcasting to Watford. 

o 31 December - This is the final day on air for DevonAir and Buzz FM. The stations 
lost their licenses to Gemini Radio”?! and Choice FM respectively. 

1995 

o 1 January - Gemini Radio and Choice FM’s first day on air. 

o 9 January - 
= Two Scottish stations do the splits when Tay AM and Tay FM and Northsound 

One and Northsound Two begin broadcasting. 

o 14 February - Talk Radio UK becomes the last of three national commercial radio 
stations to go on air. It broadcasts on the old Radio 1 mediumwave frequency. 

o 10 April - Virgin Radio starts broadcasting on FM in London. The station is a full 
simulcast of the national service apart from a 45 minute weekday early evening 
programme. 

o 30 May - Radio XL begins broadcasting to the Asian community of the West 
Midlands. The frequency was previously used by BBC WM. 

o 10 June - Premier Christian Radio becomes the UK’s first Christian radio station 
when it launches on AM across London. 

o 25 June - Vale FM begins broadcasting to the Shaftesbury area of Dorset. 

o 3 July - Viva 963 becomes the UK’s first female-orientated radio station when it 
starts broadcasting on AM across London. 

o 8 July - KFM begins broadcasting to the towns of Sevenoaks, Tonbridge, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Dartford, Gravesend and the surrounding areas of South East of 
England. 

o 17 August - London Turkish Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 5 September - Heart 106.2 begins broadcasting an adult contemporary music 
service across London. 

o 9 September - Sabras Sound begins broadcasting to Leicester’s Asian 
community on AM. It replaces Sunrise East Midlands. 

o 24 September - Amber Radio launches on MW across East Anglia. 

o 30 September - 
= CFM West Cumbria begins broadcasting to the Cumbrian towns 

of Workington and Whitehaven. 
= Sound Wave begins broadcasting on FM in Swansea. Swansea 
Sound continues on AM. 

o 30 November - 103.2 Alpha Radio begins broadcasting to the Darlington area. 

o Unknown - Coventry station Radio Harmony is rebranded as Kix 96 and changes 
frequency. 

1996 

o 5 February - Radio Wyvern becomes the last commercial station in England to 
end simulcasting on FM and AM.!41 

o 1 April - Network News closes. 

o 4 April - Guildford station 96.4 The Eagle replaces Mercury 96.4. 

o 21 April - Spirit FM begins broadcasting to the Sussex coastal towns 


of Chichester, Bognor Regis and Llittlhehampton. 


o 24 May - FM102 The Bear begins broadcasting to Stratford-upon-Avon. 
o 3 June - Asian Sound Radio begins broadcasting on MW across East Lancashire. 
o 1 July - The LBC name returns to London's airwaves following a rebrand of 
London News Radio's MW station News Talk 1152. 
o July - The Radio Authority receives 25 bids for the final FM citywide London 
licence. XFM is chosen as the winner. 
o 15 July - Oban FM begins broadcasting to the Oban area of west Scotland. 
o 2 September - Supergold closes after eight years on air, replaced by Classic 
Gold at 7am. Classic Gold was based at Chiltern Radio studios in Dunstable from 
this point. 
o 9 September - Following a change in ownership, Manchester station Fortune 
1458 is renamed Lite AM. 
o September - The Radio Authority awards a full-time commercial licence to a 
student radio station for the first time when it awards the Oxford licence 
to Oxygen FM. 
o 29 September - The Beach begins broadcasting to the Norfolk coastal towns 
of Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft. 
o 23 November - Valleys Radio begins broadcasting on MW to the South Wales 
valleys. 
o Unknown - Hallam FM switches off its transmitter covering Rotherham as part of 
its licence agreement. 
1997 
o January - Leicester Sound moves frequency (from 103.2 to 105.4) and increases 
transmitter power to allow the station to cover the county of Leicestershire. 
o 6 January - West FM begins broadcasting on FM to Ayr and the surrounding 
areas. West Sound Radio continues on MW. 
o February - Emap launches a network of Magic stations on its MW frequencies 
across the north of England. The Yorkshire stations launch on 12 February, 
replacing and Great Yorkshire Gold and a week later Magic 1152 and Magic 
1170 replace Great North Radio. 
o 14 February - At 1.05pm, Kiss 105 begins broadcasting a dance music service 
across East, West and South Yorkshire. 
o 17 March - 
= The roll-out of the Magic brand concludes when the north west Magic stations 
- Magic 1152 and Magic Magic 1548 launch. 

= After broadcasting a one-month temporary service called 1278 and 1530 AM 
West Yorkshire, Classic Gold launches in Bradford and Halifax/Huddersfield. 
The station is a simulcast of the Classic Gold network heard on MW in central 
and southern England with a local breakfast show supplemented by local 
news and information throughout the day. 

o 1 April- Wish FM begins broadcasting to Wigan. 

o 4 May - Yorkshire Dales Radio begins broadcasting on MW across the Yorkshire 
Dales. 

o 23 May - Lochbroom FM begins broadcasting to the Scottish town of Ullapool. 

o 31 August - Regular programming across UK radio is interrupted to provide 
ongoing news coverage of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

o 1 September- 


= XFM London begins broadcasting an indie music service across London. It 
becomes the final London-wide station on FM. 
= KMFM Medway begins broadcasting to the Medway Towns area of Kent. 


o 6 September - Many UK radio stations broadcast live coverage of the Funeral of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 
o 21 September - KMFM Canterbury begins broadcasting. 
o 23 September - Century 106 begins broadcasting a regional service across the 
East Midlands. 
o 29 September- 
= Following the purchase of Faze FM, owner of Kiss 102 and Kiss 105, 
by Chrysalis Radio, the dance music stations are renamed Galaxy 
102 and Galaxy 105. 

"= KMFM Shepway and White Cliffs Country begins broadcasting 
to Dover and Folkestone. 

o 7 October - 107.7 The Wolf begins broadcasting to Wolverhampton. 

o 12 October - Dune FM begins broadcasting to Southport. 

o 20 October - European Klassik Rock begins broadcasting a classic rock service 
via satellite. The station also operates 28-day RSLs in various cities and counties. 

o 23 October - Star 107.7 begins broadcasting to Weston-super-Mare. 

o 1 November - Fosseway Radio begins broadcasting to the Hinckley area 
of Leicestershire. 

o 17 November - Sovereign FM begins broadcasting to Eastbourne and Hailsham. 

o 22 November - Vibe 105-108 begins broadcasting a dance music service across 
East Anglia. 

o 28 November - Star FM 107.2 begins broadcasting to Bristol. 

o 6 December - Waves Radio begins broadcasting to the Peterhead area of 
Aberdeenshire. 

o 9 December - Chris Evans's media production company, Ginger Media 
Group buys Virgin Radio from Richard Branson for £85m. Branson had planned to 
sell the station to Capital Radio, but Evans, who had not wanted to work for the 
station, launched a rival bid. 

1998 

o 17 January - KMFM Thanet begins broadcasting to the Thanet area of Kent. 

o 1 March - Huddersfield FM begins broadcasting to Huddersfield. 

o 7 March - Isle of Wight Radio and Isles FM begins broadcasting. The latter station 
broadcasts to the Scottish Western islands. 

o 23 March - Star Radio (Cambridge and Ely) begins broadcasting to Cambridge 
and Ely. 

o 27 March - 107 Crash FM begins broadcasting a new music service to Liverpool. 

o 10 April - Arrow FM begins broadcasting to the Hastings area of East Sussex. 

o April - After just seven months on air, East Midlands station Radio 106 is 
rebranded as Century 106 and relaunched with a new team of presenters.25 

o 18 May- 
= Kestral FM begins broadcasting to Basingstoke. 
= Active FM begins broadcasting to the Havering area of east London. 

o 25 May - Silk FM begins broadcasting to Macclesfield. 

o 31 May - Xtra AM closes after nine years on air and the station is replaced by a 
relay of Capital Gold.2 1998 also saw capital Gold rolling out in Birmingham and 
Kent, replacing Xtra AM and Invicta Supergold respectively. 

o 6 June - Centre FM begins broadcasting to Burton, Lichfield and Tamworth. 

o 14 June - Wave 105 begins broadcasting across the Solent area. 


o 15 August - QuayWest Radio begins broadcasting to the Bridgwater area of West 
Somerset. 
o 1 September - Wire FM begins broadcasting to Warrington. 
o 7 September - CAT FM begins broadcasting to the Cheltenham and surrounding 
areas of north Gloucestershire. 
o 8 September - Century 105 starts broadcasting, becoming the north west’s 
second regional station. 
o 5 October - 
= One hour of Virgin Radio's breakfast show starts simulcasting on Sky One. 
When a track was played on the radio, viewers saw the song's video.24 
= Kingdom FM begins broadcasting across Fife. 
o 7 October - Peak FM begins broadcasting to the Chesterfield area of Derbyshire. 
o 18 October - Chelmer FM begins broadcasting to Chelmsford. 
o 1 November - Fosseway Radio begins broadcasting to the Hinckley area 
of Leicestershire. 
o 12 November - TalkCo Holdings, whose chairman and chief executive was 
former Sun Editor Kelvin MacKenzie, purchases Talk Radio.2# 
19 November - Mellow 1557 closes and relaunches on FM as Dream 100.2% 
28 November - RNA Arbroath begins broadcasting. 
29 November - The Falcon begins broadcasting to Cambridge. 
11 December - Champion FM begins broadcasting to Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
13 December - Rutland Radio begins broadcasting to the Rutland area. 
December - Melody Radio is renamed Magic 105.4 FM following the purchase of 
Melody Radio by Emap. 
o Unknown - After just a year on air European Klassik Rock closes down. 
o Unknown - South Coast Radio closes after seven years on air and its station is 
replaced by Capital Gold. 
1999 
o January- 
= Choice FM is taken over by the Chrysalis Group, which later renames Choice 
FM Birmingham Galaxy 102.2. 
= London's dance/urban station Kiss 100 is rebranded by EMAP Radio with a 
new logo and mainstream pop music is introduced to the playlist, this leads 
to criticism from some DJ's and listeners. 
o 1 February - Mansfield 103.2 begins broadcasting. 
o 8 February - FLR 107.3 begins broadcasting to the Lewisham area of south 
London. 
20 March - Tower FM begins broadcasting to Bolton and Bury. 
3 May - Telford FM begins broadcasting. 
22 May - Northern Ireland stations Goldbeat and Heartbeat 1521 close down. 
18 June - Launch of Sky News Radio, a service providing bespoke bulletins 
for Talk Radio. 
o 26 June - Fire 107.6 begins broadcasting to Bournemouth and Poole. 
o 24 july - 106.8 Lite FM begins broadcasting to Peterborough. 
o 30 August - 
= Wave 102 begins broadcasting to Dundee. 
= The Revolution begins broadcasting go the Oldham, Rochdale and 
surrounding areas of eastern Greater Manchester. 
o 5 September - SouthCity FM 
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19 September - 107.4 The Quay begins broadcasting to Portsmouth. 

3 October - 

= Fen Radio 107.5 begins broadcasting to the Fenlands area. 

= Ridings FM begins broadcasting to the Wakefield and the five towns area of 
West Yorkshire. 

= Win 107.2 begins broadcasting to Winchester. 

7 November - Yorkshire Coast Radio Bridlington begins broadcasting 

to Bridlington and Filey. It operates as an opt-out service from the 

nearby Scarborough station. 

15 November - 

= Britain's first national commercial DAB digital radio multiplex, Digital One, 
goes on air to England, and parts of Scotland and Wales. The stations carried 
at launch include the three national commercial AM/FM services - Classic 
FM, Virgin Radio (now Absolute) and Talk Radio UK (now talkSPORT) - along 
with two new digital-first stations - fresh pop service Core and adult classic 
rock station Planet Rock, both then under the ownership of Classic FM's then 
parent (and Digital One shareholder) GWR Group. Digital One would extend 
its station lineup and transmission area over subsequent years, and became 
available to Northern Ireland from 2013 (following the completion of digital 
television switchover in the UK and Republic of Ireland the prior autumn). 

= Bath FM begins broadcasting. 

19 November - 

= Beat 106 begins broadcasting across a new music service across the Scottish 
central belt. 

= 107 The Edge begins broadcasting across Lanarkshire. 

1 December - South Hams Radio begins broadcasting to the South Hams area 

of Devon. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 


(0) 


OO OO 


26 January - Q97.2, fully known as Q97.2 Causeway Radio, begins broadcasting 
to the Coleraine area of Northern Ireland. 

17 February - Talk Radio UK is rebranded as talkSPORT. 

14 March - Chris Evans sells his Ginger Media Group to SMG plc for £225m. 

ea The sale made Evans the highest paid entertainer in the UK in 2000, 
estimated by the Sunday Times Rich List to have been paid around £35.5million. 
[31] 


1 May - 106.3 Bridge FM begins broadcasting to the Bridgend area of South 

Wales. 

2 May - Oneword begins broadcasting on Digital One.22 

3 May - Choice 107.1 begins broadcasting to north London. 

29 May - Kick FM begins broadcasting to the Newbury area of Berkshire. 

May - Capital Radio buys Border Radio Holdings, thereby acquiring the three 

Century radio stations.22 

26 June - The Groove begins broadcasting. 

10 July - 

= Ten 17 changes its name to Ten 17 Mercury. 

= Argyll FM begins broadcasting to the Campbelltown, Kintyre, Islay and Jura 
areas of Scotland. 
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25 July - 2BR begins broadcasting to the Burnley area of east Lancashire. 

28 September - Channel Travel Radio closes. 

3 October - South Wales regional station Real Radio Wales begins broadcasting. 
16 October - PrimeTime Radio begins broadcasting on Digital One. It provides a 
music service aimed at the over 50s. 

4 December - FLR 107.3 changes its name to Fusion 107.3FM. 

Unknown - Coventry student station Source FM begins broadcasting. 


2001 


(0) 
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1 March - 107.8 Radio Jackie begins broadcasting to the Kingston-upon- 
Thames area. 


3 March - Hertbeat FM begins broadcasting to Hertford. 

31 March - Bright 106.4 begins broadcasting to the Burgess Hill and Haywards 
Heath areas of West Sussex. 

30 May - Castle Rock FM begins broadcasting to the Dumbarton area. 

3 June - Compass FM begins broadcasting to Grimsby and Cleethorpes. 

16 June - KCR 106.7 begins broadcasting to the Knowsley area of Merseyside. 
4 July - Quay West 107.4 begins broadcasting to the Somerset coast. 

August - The KM Group take full control of Neptune Radio and CTFM. 

11 September - Following a terrorist attack on the United States, and the 
collapse of the Iwin Towers in New York City, live on television, most 
broadcasters abandon regular programming in order to provide up to date 
coverage of unfolding events. 

September - the KM Group rebrands its newly acquired Mercury FM stations 
as KMFM West Kent and KMFM Medway. 

16 October - Saga 105.7 FM, the UK’s first radio station dedicated to the over- 
50s, begins broadcasting in Birmingham. 

October - The Sky News Radio service is expanded to provide hourly news 
bulletins, audio and scripts for a number of clients in the commercial radio 
sector. 

23 October - Lakeland Radio begins broadcasting to the Cumbrian towns 

of Keswick, Windermere and Kendal. 

31 October - Mix 107 begins broadcasting to Aylesbury. 

5 November - 3TR FM begins broadcasting to the Warminster area of Wiltshire. 
December - The eight medium wave Magic stations in northern England begin 
networking 10 am - 2 pm and 7 pm - 6 am with the London station Magic 
105.4 providing the programmes. 

Unknown - Garrison FM begins broadcasting. The station serves military bases 
across the UK. 


2002 


(0) 


8 January - Scot FM becomes part of the Real Radio network when it is 
purchased by GMG Radio and is renamed Real Radio Scotland. 

mid February - 107.7 Chelmer FM is renamed Dream 107.7. 

28 February-1 March - The first three community radio stations - Bradford 
Community Broadcasting, Cross Rhythms in Stoke and Angel Community 
Radio (Havant) - start broadcasting as part of a trial of community radio which 
sees 15 stations go on air during 2002. The trial, under the title of “Access 
Radio”, saw each station originally licensed for one year. All three stations are 
still on air today. 

11 March - TEAMtalk 252 launches. It is intended as a rival 

for talkSPORT and BBC Radio 5 Live. 


o 19 March - Q101.2 begins broadcasting to Omagh and Enniskillen. 

o 25 March - Real Radio Yorkshire begins broadcasting a music and speech service 
to West and South Yorkshire. 

o 14 July - 102.5 Radio Pembrokeshire begins broadcasting. 

o 31 July - TeamTalk 252 closes after four months on air. 

o 31 August - Rugby FM begins broadcasting. 

o September - The KM Group rebrands its newly acquired Mercury FM stations 
as KMFM West Kent and KMFM Medway. 

o 22 October - Reading 107 begins broadcasting. 

o 8 November - The Radio Authority relieves London station Liberty Radio of its 
licence to broadcast. The station had repeatedly only obtained a 0.1% share of 
listening. The Authority awarded the licence to Club Asia, which had previously 
been broadcasting for several hours each day on Spectrum Radio. This had been 
the first time in several years that the incumbent broadcaster's licence had not 
been renewed. 

o Unknown - Smash Hits Radio begins broadcasting. 

2003 

o 3 January - Severn Estuary regional station Galaxy 101 is renamed Vibe 101. 

o 6 January - The LBC services swap wavebands. The rolling news service News 
Direct 97.3 moves to AM and is renamed LBC News 1152 and LBC News 1152 
transfers to FM and is renamed LBC 97.3. The change takes place following the 
purchase of the two stations by Chrysalis Radio. 

o January - Neptune Radio and CTFM are rebranded KMFM Shepway and White 
Cliffs Country and KMFM Canterbury respectively. 

o January - Just over a year after EMAP decided to simulcast London station Magic 
105.4 on its eight medium wave Magic stations in northern England, and 
following a sharp decline in listening, the station ends the networking of Magic 
105.4. It replaces the simulcast with a regional northern network. 

o 1 February - Mid 106 FM begins broadcasting across mid Ulster. 

o 11 February - John Peters presents the first programme (the breakfast show) 
on Saga 106.6 FM in Nottingham, making it his third station launch. He 
launched Radio Trent in 1975 and GEM-AM in 1988. "41251 

o 1 March - Dee 106.3 begins broadcasting to Chester. 

o 5 May - 107 Splash FM begins broadcasting to Worthing. 

o 1 July - The rolling news service on Digital One, provided by ITN, stops 
broadcasting. 

o 3 July - Having lost its licence, Liberty Radio closes down after eight years on air. 
It is immediately replaced by Club Asia. 

o 3 September - River FM begins broadcasting to the Livingston area of West 
Lothian. 

o 5 October - Dearne FM begins broadcasting to Barnsley and the surrounding 
area. 

o 18 October - CTR 105.6 begins broadcasting to Maidstone in Kent. 

o 26 October - ivel FM begins broadcasting to the Yeovil area of south Somerset. 

o 10 November - North Norfolk Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 22 November - Two Lochs Radio begins broadcasting to the Loch Ewe area of 
Scotland. 

o 6 December - Bloomberg stops broadcasting on Digital One. 

o Unknown - Heat Radio and The Hits Radio begin broadcasting. 

o Unknown - Insight Radio begins broadcasting. 


2004 


o 1 January - Ofcom replaces The Radio Authority. 

o 13 February - North west regional station 100.4 Jazz FM closes down after nearly 
ten years on air. It is replaced on 1 March by 100.4 Smooth FM.2# 

o 4 April - High Peak Radio begins broadcasting to the High Peak area 
of Derbyshire. 

o 1 May - KMFM Extra begins broadcasting across Kent. 

o 10 June - Kerrang! 105.2 begins broadcasting an indie-rock service across 
the West Midlands. 

o 13 June - 97.1 Radio Carmarthenshire begins broadcasting. 

o 14 july - 97.5 Scarlet FM begins broadcasting to the Llanelli area. 

o 7 September - Saga 105.2 FM begins broadcasting, becoming the third station to 
broadcast to Scotland’s central belt. 

2005 

o 21 February - Chill begins broadcasting. 

o 7 June - London's 102.2 Jazz FM is relaunched as 102.2 Smooth FM. It replaced | 
102.2 Jazz FM which had closed on 27 May.24 

o 21 June - Emap buys Scottish Radio Holdings." 

o 29 August - 106 Century FM is rebranded as Heart 106. 

o 3 October - KMFM Ashford begins broadcasting. 

o 1November - Birmingham-based community station Aston FM begins 
broadcasting. 

o 25 November - The UK's first Islamic radio station, Islam Radio, is established 
in Bradford, West Yorkshire.” 

o 5 December - 102.6 & 106.8 Durham FM begins broadcasting. 

o Unknown - After being acquired by the CN Group, Kix 96 and its other sister 
stations in the south Midlands are rebranded as Touch FM. 

2006 

o 14 February - Talk 107 begins broadcasting a speech-based service 
across Edinburgh. 

o 25 February - Touch FM (Banbury) begins broadcasting. 

o 2 June - Primetime Radio closes after six years on air. 

o 29 June - 99.9 Radio Norwich begins broadcasting. 

o 10 July - Yorkshire Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 15 August - Gaydio becomes the UK’s first analogue radio station aimed at the 
LGBT community when it begins broadcasting in central Manchester. 

o 29 August - Heart 106 replaces Century 106 in the East Midlands. 

o 2 September - Brunel FM begins broadcasting to Swindon. 

o 6 September - Kiss 100 is relaunched after a decline in listening figures, dance 
stations Vibe 101 and Vibe 105-108 are also rebranded to Kiss. 

o November - CTR 105.6 in Maidstone, Kent, is purchased by the KM Group, taking 
the number of KM-owned stations in Kent to 7. 

o December - GMG Radio purchases the Saga Radio Group.“ 

o 29 September - Cambridge station Star 107.9 closes after eight years on air. 

o 16 October - 107.3 Abbey FM begins broadcasting to Barrow-in-Furness and the 
surrounding area.. 

o 18 December - Radio Music Shop begins broadcasting. The station, which claims 


to be the world’s first retail radio station, lasted less than a year, closing on 5 
October 2007. 


o 25 December - theJazz begins broadcasting on Digital One. 

o Unknown - Galaxy 102.2 is renamed Galaxy Birmingham in line with 
other Galaxy radio stations. 

2007 

o January - The Channel 4 Radio brand is launched by Channel 4.2 

o 29 January - Livingston station River FM closes after less than four years on air. 

o February - Harborough FM begins broadcasting to Market Harborough. 

o 5 March - The Coventry University students union radio station Source 
Radio begins broadcasting to Coventry on 1431AM."1!41 Source was launched on 
AM to fill the gap left by youth station Kix 96 after it was rebranded as Touch 
Radio and adopted an adult contemporary format. 

o 26 March - All Smooth Radio and Saga Radio are relaunched as the Smooth 
Network. Consequently 100.4 Smooth Radio operates in North West 
England, 102.2 Smooth Radio operates in London, 105.2 Smooth 
Radio - Glasgow, 106.6 Smooth Radio - East Midlands and 105.7 Smooth 
Radio airs in the West Midlands. 

o 27 March - Country music station 3C closes after eight years on air. 

o 16 April - Life FM (Harlesden) begins broadcasting to the Harlesden are of 
London. 

o 20 May - Original 106.5 (Bristol) begins broadcasting. 

o 8 June - Newcastle-based community station NE1fm begins broadcasting. 

o 11 June - Minster Northallerton launches as an opt-out service from the York 
station. 

o 25 June - It is announced that the Heart Network along with its sister 
stations The Arrow, LBC and Galaxy are to be sold for £170 million to Global 
Radio from Chrysalis Radio.“# 

o 3 August - All stations in the Classic Gold and Capital Gold networks are replaced 
by a new network called simply Gold, the result of the merger of the Classic 
Gold and Capital Gold networks under one owner, GCap Media. 

o 6 August - Norwich-based community station Future Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 23 August - GMG Radio confirms that Mark Goodier's mid-morning show 
on 102.2 Smooth Radio will be syndicated across other Smooth stations in the 
network from September.“2 

o 3 September - Radio Scilly begins broadcasting to the Isles of Scilly. 

o 12 September - CTR 105.6 is rebranded as KMFM Maidstone. 

o 25 September - Heat Radio re-launches with presenters and showbiz news 
throughout the day, having previously been a music only service.“ 

o 5 October - Community station Seaside FM begins broadcasting to 
the Withernsea area of East Yorkshire. 

o 8 October - Radio Cardiff begins broadcasting. 

o 18 October - Community station BRfm begins broadcasting to the Ebbw 
Vale area.. 

o 28 October - Original 106 (Aberdeen) begins broadcasting. 

o 10 December - Phoenix Radio begins broadcasting to the West Yorkshire town 
of Halifax. 

o 14 December - Sunshine Radio (FM) begins broadcasting 
to Herefordshire and Monmouthshire.. 

2008 

o 8 January - 97.5 Smooth Radio becomes north east England’s third regional 


station when it begins broadcasting. The licence had been awarded to Saga 
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Radio but Smooth’s owners GMG Group took over Saga in 2007, replacing the 

saga stations with Smooth Radio. 

11 January - 

= Birdsong Radio launches on the Digital One platform following the closure 
of Oneword.“" The station features recording of birdsong, a device first 
employed in 1992 as a test transmission for Classic FM.s%su 

= Another of the original Digital One stations, Core Radio, stops broadcasting. 

12 January - The Forces Station BFBS begins a trial period of broadcasting 

nationwide across the UK on DAB from midnight. The trial ran until 23:59 on 31 

March 2008, and audience research carried out during this time concluded that it 

was successful. BFBS subsequently returned to DAB Digital Radio on a 

permanent basis.=! 

28 January - City Talk 105.9 begins broadcasting, returning speech radio 

to Liverpool after 17 years. 

29 January - Bauer completes its purchase of Emap's radio, television and 

consumer media businesses, purchasing the assets for £1.14bn.=! 

15 February - Exeter-based community station Phonic FM begins broadcasting. 

18 February - Exeter FM begins broadcasting. 

15 March - Swindon 105.5 begins broadcasting. 

26 March - Leicestershire stations Fosseway Radio and Oak 107 FM close down. 

Both had been on air since the late 1990s. 

31 March - Following its decision to exit digital broadcasting, GCap 

closes theJazz and Capital Life.“ To compensate, two hours of jazz music are 

broadcast each night on Classic FM. 

1 April - Rock Radio (North East) begins broadcasting. 

4 April - 

= Touch FM (Warwick) begins broadcasting. 

= Digital station Virgin Radio Groove closes after eight years on air. 

28 April - The Heart Network begins simulcasting some of its programmes 

from Heart 106.2 in London. There are now only ten hours of local programming 

from 100.7 Heart FM in Birmingham and Heart 106 in the East Midlands during 

weekdays and four hours on Saturday and Sunday. 

May - Andover Sound begins broadcasting. 

3 May - After 14 years on air, Manchester United Radio closes. 

5 May - 106.1 Rock Radio begins broadcasting to Manchester. 

2 June - Q Radio begins broadcasting. 

16 June - Nation Radio begins broadcasting across South Wales. 

24 June - NME Radio begins broadcasting. 

1 July - Grooveradio begins broadcasting. 

31 July - Fen Radio 107.5 closes after nine years on air. 

8 August - Thomas Quirk, the former managing director of Saga 105.2 FM (the 

predecessor to 105.2 Smooth Radio in Glasgow) criticises parent company GMG 

Radio's decision to sack six local Scottish presenters in favour of increased 

networking of shows from Smooth stations in London and Manchester. The 

station had operated a 24-hour schedule of local programming until August 

2008.55 

9 August - South Birmingham Community Radio begins broadcasting.& 

29 September - Virgin Radio changes its name to Absolute Radio. 

8 October - Jazz FM returns to the airwaves. 

11 October - The closure of Channel 4 Radio is announced.&4 


o 14 October - Radio Hartlepool begins broadcasting. 

o 30 October - Original 106 is renamed The Coast following the sale of the station 
two months earlier to Celador. 

o 5 November - Focal Radio (2008-2009) 

o 8 November - Poole-based community station The Bay 102.8 begins 
broadcasting. 

o 7 December - 106.5 Central Radio begins broadcasting 
to Preston, Leyland and Chorlely. 

o 23 December - Edinburgh station Talk 107 closes after two years on air. 

o Unknown - Celtic Music Radio begins broadcasting a Celtic music service 
in Glasgow. 

2009 

o 5 January - Chiltern Radio, Hereward FM, Radio Broadland, Q103, Northants 
96, SGR Colchester, SGR Ipswich, and Horizon Radio are all rebranded 
as Heart after earlier being acquired by Global Radio. 

o 10 January - Vixen 101 begins broadcasting a community service to the Market 
Weighton area of East Yorkshire. 

o 30 January - South Cumbria station 107.3 Abbey FM closes after less than three 
years on air. 

o 1 February - Wight FM begins broadcasting. 

o 23 March - Fox FM, GWR FM Bath, GWR Bristol, GWR FM Wiltshire, Champion 
103, 2CR, Essex FM, Gemini FM, Severn Sound, Ocean FM, Lantern FM, Coast 
96.3, Plymouth Sound, Orchard FM, South Hams Radio, Wirral's Buzz and 2-Ten 
FM are all rebranded as Heart. 

o 1 April- 
= Ownership of Touch FM (Banbury) is transferred to Banbury Broadcasting 

Company Ltd. The station was subsequently renamed Banbury Sound on 1 
June. 
a= Mersey 106.7 closes after six years on air. 

o 3 April - London stations Time 107.3 and Time 106.8 close. The latter station had 
launched as Radio Thamesmead in 1990. 

o 30 April - Welsh station Valleys Radio closes after thirteen years on air. 

o May - Orion Media purchases BRMB, Mercia, Wyvern, Beacon in the West 
Midlands and Heart 106 in the East Midlands from Global Radio for a sale price 
worth £37.5 million. 

o 28 May - Focal Radio closes after just a year on air.=2 

o l1Jjune- 
= Birdsong Radio, a digital radio station broadcast from 2008 as a filler on 

the Digital One platform following the closure of Oneword, goes off air with 
the launch of Amazing Radio. 
= Banbury Sound begins broadcasting. 

o 20 June - 96.5 Bolton FM begins broadcasting. 

o 14 June - Launch of The Big Top 40 Show, a chart show broadcast on commercial 
radio stations in the UK, and based on a combination of airplay and music 
download figures provided by iTunes. 

o 18 June - It is announced that the media executive Steve Orchard has bought 


the CN Group of Midland radio stations, having established the Quidem group. 
The stations involved in the purchase are: 107.3 Touch FM, 102 Touch FM, 96.2 
Touch FM, 101.6 & 102.4 Touch FM and 107.1 Rugby FM. 


o 22 June - Invicta FM, Southern FM and 103.4 Marcher Sound are rebranded 
as Heart. 

o 1 July - After eight years on air, Mix 107 closes down. 

o 14 September - All programmes, apart from weekday/Saturday breakfast and 
Sunday afternoons, are networked across the KMFM network. 

o 2 November - Alpha 103.2, Minster Northallerton and Durham FM are merged 
into a single station called Star Radio North East. 

o 10 November - Thirteen stations owned by GMG Radio take part in an eighteen- 
hour on-air appeal to raise money for the Help for Heroes charity. The event 
raises almost £200,000. 

o 1 December - Touch Radio is rebranded to Touch FM. 

o 4 December - Absolute 80s launches. 

o Aston FM changes its name to Big City Radio. 

2010s[edit] 
e 2010 
o 28 February - Radio Plymouth begins broadcasting. 
o 24 March - The five radio stations owned by YMC Ltd (3TR FM, Bath FM, Brunel 
FM, Quay West 102.4/100.8 and Quay West 107.4) are closed by administrators 
after multiple refusals on the part of regulator Ofcom to transfer the licenses, 
following a number of financial issues at the stations after TLRC's sale. 
o 5 April - 
= Academy FM (Thanet) begins broadcasting to the Thanet area of Kent. 
= Huddersfield station Pennine FM closes after a decade on air. 
o 6 April- Sunshine 1530 closes after three years on air. 
o 15 April - Under new guidelines from Ofcom, from May commercial radio rivals 
will be allowed to co-locate to cut costs, and to slash local programming. The 
guidelines are a result of the recently passed Digital Economy Act. 
o 29 April- Lanarkshire station L107 closes after five years on air. 
o 21 June - 
= Global Radio announces plans to reduce the number of its 
local Heart stations from 33 to 15 "super stations" in a reorganisation. The 
stations will have their own breakfast and drivetime shows, and local news 
bulletins, but all other output will come from London. A further two stations 
owned by Global will also be subsumed into the Heart network. 

= Absolute Radio 90s launches. 

o 29 June - Smooth Radio announces plans to merge its five stations based in 
England, creating a national network. The new station will be based 
in Manchester and will see the loss of 60 jobs at Smooth's other bases. A phased 
launch will begin on 4 October. 

o 30 June - Heart Solent replaces Heart Hampshire and Heart Dorset & New Forest. 

o 2 july - 
= Heart Cambridgeshire replaces Heart Peterborough and Heart Cambridge. 
= Heart North Wales and West replaces Heart North Wales Coast, Heart 

Cheshire and North East Wales and Heart Wirral. 
o 9 July - Heart Thames Valley replaces Heart Oxfordshire and Heart Berkshire. 
o 16 july - 


= Heart Four Counties replaces Heart Northants, Heart Milton Keynes, Heart 
Dunstable and Heart Bedford || Dunstable, later Milton Keynes. 

= Heart West Country replaces Heart Bristol, Heart Bath and Heart Somerset. 

= Absolute Radio Extra begins broadcasting. It is a part time station 
broadcasting on Saturday afternoons as an alternative to football 


commentary. 

o 26 july - 

= Hertfordshire station Mercury 96.6 becomes part of the Heart network and is 
relaunched as Heart Hertfordshire. 

= Heart Essex replaces Heart Essex (Chelmsford & Southend) , Heart 
Colchester and Ten 17. 

= Heart Sussex and Surrey replaces Heart Sussex and Mercury FM. 

o 15 August - West Midlands community station Sanjhi Awaz Radio begins 
broadcasting. 

o 27 August - Heart Devon replaces Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay, Heart 
Plymouth, Heart North Devon and Heart South Devon. 

o 3 September - Heart East Anglia replaces Heart Norwich and Heart Ipswich. 

o 4 October - Smooth Radio launches its new national station. 

o 10 December - Absolute Radio 00s begins broadcasting. 

2011 

o 1 January - East Midlands station Heart 106 closes. It is replaced by Gem 106. 

o 3 January - 95.8 Capital FM London launches nationally and becomes a part 
of The Capital FM Network following the merger of Global Radio's Hit_ 

Music and Galaxy networks to form the nine-station ‘Capital Network’. Other 
than daily breakfast and weekday drivetime shows, the majority of Capital's 
London-based output is now networked. 

o 11 January - KMFM West Kent and KMFM Maidstone merge their breakfast shows, 
meaning all programming is shared across both stations. 

o 17 February - Perth FM closes. 

o 28 March - Celador Radio files a format change request for The Coast to air 
classic and contemporary rock instead of adult alternative. 

o 31 March - Academy FM (Folkestone) begins broadcasting. 

o 28 July - GMG Radio announces that the Manchester-based station 106.1 Rock 
Radio will be re-branded as 106.1 Real Radio XS, and that Glasgow-based 96.3 
Rock Radio will be sold.!! 

o 5 September - Manchester station 106.1 Rock Radio is replaced by Real Radio 
XS. 

o 1 November - GMG Radio launches a dedicated station playing nothing 
but Christmas music, under the brand "Smooth Christmas". The station had no 
news or advertisements but did promote Smooth Radio and broadcast until 27 
December 2011.74 

o 22 November - Absolute Radio 60s launches, followed one week later by the 
launch of Absolute Radio 70s 

o 23 December - GMG Radio confirms plans to launch a station dedicated to music 
from the 1970s on trial basis and four days later Smooth 70s replaces Smooth 
Christmas on the Digital One platform. 

2012 

o 6 January - Following its sale to UKRD, Fresh Radio which broadcast on MW 


across the Yorkshire Dales, closes after fifteen years on air.“ The more populous 
parts of the area are later served by Stray FM which is expanded to cover areas 


such as Skipton and Wharfedale and the Richmond area is served to Star Radio 
North East. 

21 January - Under new guidelines to come into force from 30 April clinics which 
charge for pregnancy services including abortions will be able to advertise on 
radio and television after the Broadcast Committee of Advertising Practice ruled 
there was no justification for barring such clinics from advertising their services. 
a7 

23 January - GMG Radio announces it is conducting a "full review" of its news 
staff. Currently the broadcaster employs 39 journalists, nine of whom are based 
in Scotland. 

26 January - The UK-based British Army radio station, Garrison FM switches on 
two more transmitters in Inverness, making the city the second in Scotland to 
receive the service after Edinburgh. 

3 February - UTV Media acquires the licences for The Wyre and The 

Severn from MNA Broadcasting. 
7 February - UTV Media unveils plans to merge The Wolf, The Wyre and The 
Sever and rebrand them as Signal 107. The rebrand happens on 26 March. 

14 February - Poole community radio station The Bay 102.8 is re-branded as Hot 
Radio. 

16 February - Ofcom gives the KMFM network permission to network the 
breakfast show, meaning programming will be identical across all seven stations 
at all times.&! 

5 March - Community station Rossendale Radio closes after just two years on air. 
[85] 

7 March - Guildford based County Sound is given approval by Ofcom to change 
its classic hits format to a community-based information station under the name 
Eagle Extra. 

14 March - The owners of Jack FM announce the launch of a new consultancy 
firm, OXIS Media, which will represent the brand throughout the UK and Europe. 
[87] 


16 March - Quidem, owners of the Touch FM brand agrees a deal with the Lincs 

FM Group to buy Oak FM in Loughborough and Hinckley, thus increasing its 

number of stations to eight. 

26 March - Orion Media rebrands BRMB, Beacon, Mercia and Wyvern as Free 

Radio. 

2 April - From today, talkSPORT dedicates its entire programming schedule to 

sport output, having previously offered a variety of sport and general news- 

related topics. 

April - 

= Celador rebrands Andover Sound and Newbury Sound as The Breeze, 
bringing to nine the number of stations with that name. 

= The weekend breakfast show on the north of England Magic stops being a 
local show in favour of a networked programme. Only the weekday breakfast 
show remains locally produced. 

1 May - Ofcom approves a co-location request from Touch Radio Staffordshire to 

move from Tamworth to Oak FM's headquarters in Coalville. Touch will share 

some of Oak's programming, but must retain its local Staffordshire-based 

breakfast show.!2! 

7 May - Launch of Heart Cornwall, replacing Atlantic FM. 

15 May - Amazing Radio leaves the DAB multiplex after a contractual dispute 

with Digital One owners Arqiva, but continues to broadcast online. 


(0) 


1 June - Swansea's 102.1 Bay Radio is relaunched as Nation 80s, becoming the 

first FM station in the UK to play nothing but 80s music. 

12 June - It is reported that GMG has received multiple offers for its radio 

business which value it at £50 million, as the company seeks to reshape itself to 

stem losses being made by The Guardian and The Observer. 

25 June - 

= GMG Radio is sold to Global Radio for an undisclosed amount, thought to be 
around £50m. However, no structural changes will be made to either 
organisations until the deal has been investigated by Ofcom. Several rival 
radio groups express their concerns over the takeover and the effect it could 
have on commercial radio in the UK. 

= KMEFM Extra closes and is replaced on DAB by the new-countywide KMFM. 

3 July - Global Radio announces plans to branch into television with the launch of 

two non-stop music channels; Heart TV and Capital TV, which will go on air from 

September. 

24 August - An Ofcom survey of radio listeners reveals many believe there are 

too many adverts on commercial radio. n% 

30 August - West Midlands based Sanjhi Awaz Radio ceases broadcasting after 

two years on air due to financial problems.“ 

4 September - Gold is replaced by Free Radio 80s in the West Midlands on MW 

and DAB.2%21 

8 August - Southport station Dune FM closes after fifteen years on air. 

11 October - The Office of Fair Trading agrees to fast-track the investigation into 

Global Radio's purchase of GMG Radio after Secretary of State for Culture, Media 

and Sport Maria Miller says the deal will not be investigated for media plurality. 

The matter is also forwarded onto the Competition Commission, which oversees 

business mergers and takeovers.2°! The Competition Commission later 

announces 27 March 2013 as the date on which it will publish its findings into 

the takeover.2™1 

30 October - Smooth Radio confirms that Smooth Christmas will return, airing on 

the Digital One multiplex in the lead up to the festive season, giving the brand 

three stations on the platform.2% It launches two days later. 

5 November - 

= Real Radio begins networking its daytime schedule. =% 

= Solid Gold Gem launches. The internet station is based on 1990s Midlands 
oldies station GEM-AM.2° 

15 December - Celador rebrands its recently acquired Kestrel FM stations as The 

Breeze. 81 


2013 


(0) 


3 January - It is reported that Gaydar Radio owner QSoft Consulting will leave the 
radio business and hand its DAB licences to Manchester community 

station Gaydio. 12 

10 January - Radio Today reports that test transmissions for DAB+ are under 
way in the Brighton area." 

11 January - Radio Today reports that Ofcom is inviting applications for 
community radio licences to operate on medium wave, a move that will keep the 
waveband in use until at least 2020.%4 

21 January - Radio Today reports the name change of Nation 80s to Nation Hits, 
a move allowing the station to air a broader range of music. It is the station's 
third rebranding since 2009.42 


o 6 February - Bauer Media buys the digital station Planet Rock for a sum 
estimated to be between £1m and £2m.442 

o 14 February - The Competition Commission publish their preliminary findings 
into the Global Radio takeover of GMG Radio, recommending a full or partial sale 
of the now renamed Real and Smooth Radio Ltd.!4! 

o 25 March - NME Radio closes after five years on air.4451 

o 31 March - Garrison FM is merged with BFBS, resulting in BFBS taking over the 
six Garrison stations currently on air. 

o 23 April- The Radio Today website reports that Absolute Radio 60s and Absolute 
Classic Rock have been removed from several DAB platforms in England and 
Wales, but the stations continue to broadcast in London and online.™2 

o 27 April - Country music station Chris Country launches.“ 

o 7 May - Kisstory and KissFresh begin broadcasting and sister station Q 
Radio closes down after five years on air. 

o 14 June - Kerrang! 105.2's final day of broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands. 
The 105.2 frequency is taken over by Planet Rock simulcasting from London. 
Kerrang! continues on DAB, but with content aired from London from 17 June.2! 

o 26 july - Digital radio is switched on in Northern Ireland allowing a further 1.4 
million listeners to hear stations such as Smooth 70s, Absolute Radio 
90s and Jazz FM.2! 

o 30 july - Yorkshire Radio closes after seven years on air. 

o August - Smash Hits Radio closes after eleven years on air. 

o 27 August - The MXR regional digital radio multiplex for the West Midlands is 
switched off after 12 years on air.24 

o 3 October - Global Radio announces that Smooth 70s will close in three days 
time after 21 months on air.224 

o 6 October - Smooth 70s stops broadcasting to make way for the launch on 
Digital One of Capital Xtra. 

o 7 October - Choice FM is rebranded as Capital Xtra.222! 

2014 

o 1 January - Jazz FM stops broadcasting on the national Digital One multiplex, but 
continues to be available on DAB in London, online and through satellite 
television.“22 Its Digital One slot is temporarily taken over by the return 
of Birdsong Radio, with plans for a permanent replacement in February. 2# 

o 6 January - It had been reported on 30 December 2013 that Hot Radio would 
close at 18:00,"251 but the station remains on air after the deadline had passed. 

o 14 January - talkSPORT secures a deal with the Daily Mail to produce content 
featuring sports journalists and writers from the newspaper.224 

o 20 January - Global Radio is found to be in breach of their license remit for Heart 
Cornwall after a listener complained to OfCom that there was not enough local 
news and speech to make it a fully local station.222 

o 4 February - The Radio Today website reports that Ofcom have given Global 
Radio permission to remove Smooth Radio from the Digital One platform, and 
replace it with a new national station. Under the agreement, Smooth will 
continue to air on its regional FM frequencies, but with a greater local output. =a 

o 6 February - Global Radio sells eight of its regional stations to Irish media 
holdings firm Communicorp. =% 

o 11 February - LBC 97.3 launches nationally on the Digital One platform, taking 


over the slot formerly occupied by Jazz FM. The station also secures a 
sponsorship deal with the Financial Times.31221 


o 14 March - Global Radio announces that Gold will become a non-stop music 
service, with the exception of the breakfast show and Saturday's Vinyl Heaven. 

o 24 March - 
= Smooth Radio returns to airing local output on its regional frequencies, with 

local programming for Breakfast and Drivetime, and a raft of new 
presenters joining the network.=4 
= Smooth Radio replaces Gold on MW across southern England. 

o 31 March - Radio Caroline North returns for a month to celebrate its 50th 
birthday, broadcasting from a lightship in Liverpool's Albert Dock."24 

o 1 April- Insight Radio launches on Freeview channel 730.224 

o 4 April - Real XS Glasgow closes at midnight, and is rebranded as Xfm_ 
Scotland from 7 April. 28 

o 6 May - 
= Real Radio is rebranded as Heart.!22! 
= Following the launch of Heart North Wales, Capital North West and 

Wales replaces the former Heart station Heart North Wales & West which had 
broadcast to Cheshire, the Wirral Peninsula and North Wales.“ 

o 29 September - Sky Sports News Radio stops broadcasting, it is reported, its 
content having been subsumed into Sky Sports. 

o 15 November - Smooth Christmas returns to DAB in preparation for the launch of 
a new station with the Smooth brand."2! 

o 30 November - The online classic hits station Solid Gold Gem ceases 
broadcasting after two years on air. 

o 15 December - Solid Gold Gem is relaunched with Len Groat as its new manager. 
No reason is given for the hiatus.2*! 

o 27 December - Launch of Smooth Extra on DAB.24! 

2015 

o 5 January - 
= Magic Radio launches nationally on Digital One, while all Magic AM stations in 

the north of England are rebranded as City Network 2. 
= Absolute Radio changes from broadcasting in stereo to mono to make way 
for Magic on DAB." 

o 9 January - UTV Media confirms that it is considering the sale of some of its UK 
radio stations. 

o 3 February - Ofcom announces that two bids have been received for the second 
national digital multiplex." 

o 10 February - Radio Today reports that the RNIB has removed Insight 
Radio from Sky and Freesat in order to concentrate on 
its Freeview service. Absolute Radio 70s has replaced Insight Radio on Sky 
Channel 0188.21 

o 11 February - Welsh station Radio Hafren closes after 22 years on air. 

o 27 March - The Sound Digital consortium, which includes UTV Media, wins the 
licence to launch the Digital Two network in 2016. UTV Media will launch four 
new stations on the platform.2=2 

o 5 June - UTV Media agrees a £10 million deal to sell Liverpool's Juice 
FM to Global Radio.2=4 

o 31 July - The first of the ten multiplexes trialling small-scale DAB multiplexes 
launches in Brighton. 

o 7 September- 


= Global announces that XFM will be relaunched as a national station 
called Radio X on 21 September.2=21 

= Absolute Radio starts broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands, 
replacing Planet Rock.252! 


o 13 September - Ahead of the relaunch of XFM as Radio X, Global hands back the 
Paisley licence, on which it had broadcast XFM Scotland, to Ofcom when the 
regulator refused Global's request to network 24/7 from London. 

o 19 October - Time 106.6 closes after 
serving Slough, Windsor and Maidenhead since 1993. 

o 7 December - Liverpool stations Radio City 2 and Radio City Talk swap 
wavebands. City 2 moves from AM to FM with City Talk going in the opposite 
direction.2541 

o December - The VIP Lounge launches.) 

2016 

o 18 January - Following Global Radio's purchase of Liverpool station Juice 107.6, 
the station is relaunched as Capital Liverpool.“ 

o 29 February - 
= The UK’s second national commercial multiplex starts broadcasting. 

However, only 73% of the UK's population is able to receive it. 
= Heart Extra launches on Digital One. 

o March - Manchester station Real Radio XS is rebranded as XS Manchester.2=4 

o 15 March - Mellow Magic and Talksport 2 begin broadcasting on the Sound 
Digital multiplex. They are joined on the multiplex on 21 March by Talkradio, on 
the 27th by Premier Praise, on the 28th by Magic Chilled and on the 30th 
by Virgin Radio. 

o 6 May - Orion Media announces that they have been bought by Bauer for an 
undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million." This gives Bauer 
the West Midlands network of Free Radio stations and East Midlands regional 
station Gem 106. 

o 9 September - Union JACK begins broadcasting. 

2017 

o 17 January - Cross Counties Radio announce plans to launch an online radio 
station for the 9,000 workers based at the Magna Park distribution centre 
in Lutterworth, Leicestershire. ns% 

o 18 January - Absolute Radio presenters Geoff Lloyd and Annabel Port announce 
their departure from the station.“ 

o 19 January - The Armed Forces radio station BFBS announces it will cease 
broadcasting on the Digital One platform from March because of the cost of 
transmitting content through DAB.2! 

o 14 March - Heart 80s begins broadcasting. 

o 29 March - UKRD Group announces that it is to hand back the licenses which are 
used to provide Star Radio North East to Ofcom apart from 
the Northallerton licence which it proposes to transfer back to Minster FM. 

4631 Ofcom confirmed the transfer of the Northallerton licence to Minster on 4 
April 2017.25 

o 31 March - Star Radio is reprieved when UKRD announces that it has sold the 
station to View TV Group.2s! 

o 5 July - Jazz FM confirms its presenter Peter Young has stepped down from his 
presenting role after 27 years at the station due to ill health.2s 

o 1 August - Star Radio North East is rebranded as Rathergood Radio.“= 


o 20 November - Global announces that it has purchased Cumbrian stations The_ 
Bay and Lakeland Radio from CN Group.2! 
o 22 December - The former pirate station Radio Caroline begins broadcasting on 
MW on a full time basis to Suffolk and north Essex, having been granted a 
licence to do so by Ofcom.“©! The station uses a previously redundant BBC World 
Service transmitter mast at Orford Ness. xeu 
2018 
o 24 January - BFBS returns to semi-national DAB broadcasting when it launches 
on the Sound Digital multiplex. 
o 5 March - Cumbrian stations The Bay and Lakeland Radio are relaunched 
as Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria and Smooth Lake 
District respectfully“! following Global's purchase of the two stations from CN_ 
Group. "28! 
o 19 March - Love Sport Radio launches on MW across London. It uses the 
frequency previously occupied by Spectrum Radio.2! 
o 3 April- 
= Aberdeen station Northsound 2 stops broadcasting on MW. The station 
continues to broadcast on DAB and online. It becomes the first commercial 
radio station in Scotland - and the first of Bauer's local stations - to cease 
analogue broadcasting.“ 

= Jack 3 launches on the Sound Digital multiplex. 

o 15 May - Sound Digital announces that it will add 19 transmitters to its network. 
They will launch in the South West, East Anglia, Wales and North of Scotland and 
will increase Sound Digital’s coverage by nearly 4 million new listeners in more 
than 1.6m new households."22) 

o 4 June - 
= Manchester station Key 103 is rebranded as Hits Radio Manchester. The 

station is a localised version of The Hits Radio which replaces DAB station 
The Hits.225 
» Key 2 is renamed Key Radio.2” 

o 12 June - For the first time since its inception in 2004, Ofcom does not award a 
re-adversided licence to the incumbent licensee when it awards 
the Ipswich licence to Ipswich 102.278! It will replace Town 102 on 18 October. 

o 1 August - Ahead of its launch on FM in October, Ipswich 102 goes on air on 
DAB .221 

o 15 August - Scottish station NECR closes after 28 years on air.2% 

o 23 October - The first radio station to have a playlist made up entirely of female 
artists, JACK Radio, launches on DAB. Jack will also feature female sports and 
material from female stand-up comedians.22 

o 17 December - Absolute Radio stops broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands. 
The frequency is to be transferred to Greatest Hits Radio.“2! 

o 22 December - Virgin Radio launches two spin-off stations - Virgin Radio 
Anthems and Virgin Radio Chilled. Both stations launch on the Sound 
Digital multiplex.22! 

2019 

o 7 January - 


= Greatest Hits Radio launches, replacing the Bauer City 2 branding. Individual 
station identities in Northern England are dropped and are rebranded to GHR 
with Scotland unaffected. The new network extends to the West Midlands 


° 


(e) 


although GHR West Midlands continues to air a weekday three-hour local 
show, 2412851 

= West Midlands station Free Radio 80s closes. It is replaced by either Absolute 
Classic Rock or GHR West Midlands. 

26 February - Global Radio announces plans to replace the regional breakfast 

shows on Capital, Heart and Smooth with a single national breakfast show for 

each network. Also, the number of drivetime shows will be reduced with local 

shows replaced by regional programmes.#24 

4 March - Launch of classical music station Scala Radio."*4 

5 April - Country Hits Radio launches. 

8 April - 

= Lancashire station 2BR stops broadcasting and is replaced by a relay 
of Capital Manchester." This comes nine months after Global had bought 
2BR from UKRD.“21 

= Capital London's breakfast show goes national, resulting in the scrapping of 
all other local breakfast shows apart from on Capital Cymru. The only ‘local’ 
output is at drivetime and the new regulations mean that Global is able to 
replace local shows with 10 regional programmes which will be networked 
across all stations in that region.222 

31 May - Radio Ceredigion ceases broadcasting after its owners, Nation 

Broadcasting, decided to close the station and replace it with a relay of Nation 

Radio Wales. !92!1921 

3 June - The local Heart breakfast shows are axed to make way for a single Heart 

breakfast show from London. Also, the number of drivetime shows are reduced 

with regional shows replacing local programmes.) 

21 June - Global launches another Heart spin-off station, Heart Dance. 

1 August - Panjab Radio and Love Sport Radio swap frequencies." 

28 August-3 September - Global launches five more stations on DAB - Heart 

90s (28 Aug),2 Heart 70s (30 Aug), 2% Capital XTRA Reloaded (2 

September), =° Smooth Country"! and Smooth Chill.: At the same time, Global 

closes two long-standing DAB stations, Arrow and Chill, after more than a decade 

on air. 

2 September - 

= Bauer begins to network its Hits Radio Manchester weekday Drivetime show 
on all but one of its Hits Radio stations in England, leaving only the weekday 
breakfast show as a local show% following the removal in July of the one 
remaining local weekend programme. 2u 

= Smooth Radio's networked Drivetime show launches. At the same time, 
the number of breakfast shows drops to seven. 

28 October - Global relaunches LBC London News as a national 24-hour rolling 

news channel called LBC News.2°31 

2 December - Quidem's six local stations in the south east Midlands become part 

of the Capital network. They operate as Capital Mid-Counties, sharing all 

programmes with the Capital network apart from a local weekday drivetime 

show. 2041 


See also[edit] 


Timeline of radio in London 


Timeline of radio in Manchester 
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In the United Kingdom, the roll-out of digital radio is proceeding since engineering test 
transmissions were started by the BBC in 1990 followed by a public launch in 
September 1995. The UK currently has the world's biggest digital radio network, with 
103 transmitters, three national DAB ensembles and 48 local and regional DAB 
ensembles broadcasting over 250 commercial and 34 BBC radio stations across the UK. 
In the capital, London there are already more than 64 different digital stations available. 
In addition to DAB and DAB+, radio stations are also broadcast on digital 

television platform as well as internet radio in the UK. Digital radio ensemble operators 
and stations need a broadcasting licence from the UK's media regulator Ofcom to 
broadcast. 


In the long term there will be a switchover from analogue to digital radio when the AM 
and FM services will cease. The government has set criteria on the coverage and 
proportion of digital listening before this occurs. In 2018 the criteria of over 50% of 
digital radio listening was met which will now require the UK Government to review 
digital radio in view of a potential switchover.” In the same year, the BBC stated it 
would keep some FM radio for the foreseeable future.” 


Digital radio in the United Kingdom is being promoted by radio stations and the 
broadcasting industry on the premise that it provides superior quality sound over AM, a 
wider choice of radio stations, is easier to use, and is resistant to the interference which 
other broadcast media are susceptible to.®! On the other hand, critics say that coverage 
is not yet sufficient and the quality can be less than that of FM. 


In the UK, 50.9% of all radio listening hours by the first quarter of 2018 were through 
digital platforms, with DAB making up for the majority of digital radio listening (72.3%), 
“ and 63.7% of UK households claim to have access to a DAB radio set.) However in the 
second quarter, digital listening had dropped back to 50.2% © 


Digital Audio Broadcasting[edit] 


See also: Digital Audio Broadcasting, List of radio stations in the United Kingdom, 
and DAB ensemble 


See also: Timeline of Digital Audio Broadcasting in the UK 


Experimental transmissions of the DAB Eureka 147 standard from the Crystal Palace 
transmitting station by the BBC started in 19904 with permanent transmissions 
covering London in September 1995. With the expansion of its single-frequency 
network in the spring of 1998, the BBC national ensemble was available to 65% of the 
UK population by 2001, 85% by 2004 and 96.4% by 2015.44 DAB+ full-time 
broadcasts began in 2016. 


The Broadcasting Act of 1996 allowed the introduction of national, regional and local 
commercial ensembles in the United Kingdom." 


The first national ensemble licence for DAB from the Radio Authority was advertised in 
1998 and one applicant applied for the licence. The licence was awarded to the GWR 
Group and NTL Broadcast, who since the launch were renamed Argiva.22 The two 
companies formed the Digital One ensemble, which began broadcasting on 15 
November 1999."4 The Digital One ensemble has grown and is currently available to 


over 90% of the UK population#= although an Ofcom report into Digital Radio in 2015 
puts robust household coverage at 89.8% of the UK.44 


Growth and benefits of DAB in the UK[edit] 
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Chart showing the listening share of the United Kingdom's digital radio platforms - DAB(+), 
Digital TV and online through a device or smartphone/tablet app. 


In the United Kingdom, the uptake of DAB has increased since the launch of the BBC 
national DAB ensemble in 1995. Lower prices, new radio stations and marketing have 
increased the uptake of DAB radio in the UK.£# Digital radios were first sold as car radios 
in 1997, priced around £800, with hi-fi tuners costing up to £2,000 being released two 
years later.22 In 2001, Digital One invested in Frontier Silicon to produce a new 
processing chip which would allow cheaper portable radios to be produced. Roberts 
Radio, Goodmans and in 2002, Pure Digital's award-winning@” Evoke series of radios 
broke the £100 price barrier, and DAB take up has increased since.24 


The BBC and other DAB broadcasters have been encouraging DAB take up by promoting 
a number of features which are either new or improve upon former technology in their 
sales literature. The benefit of DAB is that due to the use of multiplexing technology 

and encoding technology, broadcasters including the BBC and EMAP have been able to 
launch exclusive digital radio stations alongside their existing analogue radio stations.“ 
u Broadcasters also state that DAB offers better reception, without the problems of 
interference that are more noticeable through analogue radio.24 DAB radios also come 
with features such as station lists, so listeners do not need to retune their receivers, as 
well as scrolling text, providing information such as breaking news, travel information or 
the latest track information.24 


DAB has also been marketed as having two major advantages over analogue radio 
broadcasting in that using MPEG-1 Audio Layer II lossy audio compression technology 
and more recently DAB+ using High-Efficiency Advanced Audio Coding, parts of the 
audio spectrum that cannot be heard by humans are discarded, meaning less data 
needs to be sent over the air. This, as well as multiplexing technology, allows a number 
of channels to be broadcast together on one frequency as opposed to one channel for 
analogue radio broadcasts.24 


National, local and regional DAB ensembles use the same frequency for the area they 
cover. Using a single-frequency network, an ensemble broadcasting a number of 
stations can cover the same area as a number of FM frequencies which would be 
required to cover the same area for one station. The BBC carried out successful tests of 
a single-frequency network in London before launching its national DAB ensemble. 


Criticisms of DAB in the UK[edit] 


DAB audibly provides worse audio quality than FM in the UK because almost all stereo 
stations use a bit rate of 128 kbit/s or lower22! with the MP2 audio codec. Most 
commercial stations use 112 kbit/s.2425 A bit rate of 256 kbit/s has been judged to 
provide a high quality stereo broadcast signal. (The bit rate of many stations has 
dropped still further in recent years with Absolute Radio (formerly Virgin Radio with a bit 
rate of 160 kbps) has split its bit rate into 3 stations (inc Absolute 80s and 90s) all now 
in mono at only 80kbps. Even Radio 4 DAB is in mono most evenings after 7pm, so in 
Manchester the Steve Penk Wind-Up Channel is broadcast with a higher bit rate than 
BBC Radio 4 at 96kbps in the evenings. Radio 4 now broadcasts the BBC World Service 
in stereo on its DAB multiplex at a higher bit rate than its own channel in the evenings.) 
261 Also, a large and growing number of music stations are only transmitting in mono. 

271 Indeed, the bit rates used by the radio stations on other digital platforms, such as 
cable, terrestrial and satellite are usually higher than on DAB, so the audio quality is 
also higher.222. On the other hand, an Ofcom survey, which was undertaken due to 
many consultation responses citing poor DAB quality, found that 94% of DAB listeners 
thought DAB was at least as good as FM. 


Ofcom estimates that even after extra spectrum has been allocated to DAB, around 

90 local radio stations will be unable to transmit on DAB, either because there is no 
space for them on a local DAB multiplex, or because they cannot afford the high 
transmission costs of DAB that the multiplex operators are charging.24 Ofcom 
announced in 2005 that it regarded Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM) as an option for local 
stations unable to secure carriage or unable to pay the high transmission costs of DAB. 
821 The success of the small scale DAB multiplexes may alleviate this issue to some 
degree. 


On 24 January 2009, Ofcom allowed electrical retailers to be granted a licence to 
rebroadcast DAB signals within their stores to demonstrate DAB radio sets within their 
stores. The United Kingdom consumer charity, Which? warned that consumers who 
could not get an adequate DAB signal could be misled by the in-store sets. The Digital 
Radio Development Bureau replied to the Which? report stating that stores contain a 
steel structure which produce a Faraday cage effect where DAB signals are blocked out. 
The DRDB recommended that consumers should check DAB coverage online with 

their postcode before purchasing a DAB radio to avoid disappointment. 23 


On 24 November 2010, a number of commercial radio operators refused to run 

an advertisement promoting DAB, one operator stating that it would be "fundamentally 
immoral and dishonest" until DAB coverage matches that of FM. Commercial radio 
executives have argued that the BBC should pick up the majority of the cost of 
expanding the DAB network across the United Kingdom.& 


DAB + [edit] 
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A DAB+ transmission of Virgin Radio Anthems on the Sound Digital multiplex in the UK, being 
received by a compatible radio. 


Main article: Digital audio broadcasting § DAB.2B 


DAB+ is a major upgrade to DAB, widely used in other countries in Europe. It was first 
tested in the United Kingdom in 2013 before regular services were launched in 2016. 
DAB+ is not backwards compatible with DAB so older radios cannot receive DAB+ 
stations. There are no plans in the foreseeable future for the vast majority of BBC and 
commercial stations to transition from DAB to DAB+. Estimates given by multiplex 
operator Switch Digital suggests that a third of radio sets in 2016 were DAB+ 
compatible.22 


The United Kingdom Government had previously ruled out any transition from DAB 

to DAB+ for the foreseeable future, a decision backed by the radio industry and the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport.22 The chief executive of the DRDB, Tony 
Moretta, mirrored the calls by the radio industry and experts to not adopt DAB+ in the 
UK. In an interview with the TechRadar website in 2009, he stated that DAB+ was a "red 
herring" and may not be introduced in the UK for the foreseeable future due to the 
growing number of digital radio sets currently being sold and used in the future which 
cannot decode HE-AAC and therefore access DAB+ stations. Moretta also cited greater 
expense for broadcasters and overall satisfaction with the current audio quality of DAB 
stations24 of which a move to DAB+ would only benefit a small number 

of audiophiles as other reasons.@21 Independent radio analyst Grant Goddard also 
stated that there was an economic decision not to adopt DAB+ for both the industry and 
consumers.24 


Despite opposition aired to the Government regarding the introduction of DAB+ in the 
United Kingdom by the industry and experts, Ofcom began testing DAB+ on the 

Brighton Experimental ensemble in January 2013 for a period of one month.“ In March 
2014, the BBC announced that it would undertake a trial of DAB+ in the UK later in the 


year“ and On September 1, 2014, Folder Media began a four-month trial of DAB+ on 
the North East Wales and West Cheshire ensemble.“ 


In early 2016, two new stations launched DAB+ services on the Portsmouth trial 
multiplex.42 Sound Digital, operators of one of the national multiplexes, launched three 
full-time broadcasting DAB+ services on 29 February 2016.“ Since then a number of 
stations have launched on DAB+ or switched from DAB to DAB+. As of September 2016, 
there were over 30 DAB+ stations being broadcast in the UK.“ In March 2017 the 
Brighton multiplex became the UK's first to only broadcast DAB+.!# 


The Department of Culture, Media and Sport published minimum specifications for 
digital radio receivers in the UK in February 2013 which states that a receiver sold in the 
UK must be capable of decoding a DAB+ stream of up to 144 capacity units™4.44 Radios 
must support DAB+ to receive the digital tick mark.“ 


DAB frequency plan[edit] 


DAB radio stations in the United Kingdom are broadcast on a number of frequency 
blocks on VHF Band Ill.“ The original plan devised in Wiesbaden for the framework of 
DAB in Europe was to allocate frequency blocks 11B to 12D for UK DAB broadcasting. 
However, as part of its Review of Radio, Ofcom has expanded the frequency allocations 
for DAB and has advertised local and a national ensemble licence on blocks outside the 
original Wiesbaden plan on 10B to 10D and 11A.& Block 5A has also been reserved for 
the launch of local ensembles. In 2015, additional blocks were opened up for small 
scale DAB trials for an initial period of nine months.= Ofcom reiterated the use of a 
number of frequency blocks between 7D and 9C for any future roll-out of small scale 
DAB multiplexes in its final report regarding the small scale DAB multiplexes published 
in September 2016.53 
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not currently 
in use) 


Small scale 
DAB trial 


None 


None 


Sound Digital 
ensemble 


Northern 
Ireland 


(Small scale 
DAB trial - 
not currently 
in use) 


(Small scale 
DAB trial - 
not currently 
in use) 


(Small scale 
DAB trial - 
not currently 
in use) 


(Small scale 
DAB trial - 
not currently 
in use) 


(Small scale 
DAB trial - 
not currently 
in use) 


None 


None 


Sound Digital 
ensemble 


slike Frequen England Wales Scotland Nornern 
k cy Ireland 
11B 218.640 MH | Local None Local None 
Z ensembles ensembles 
Local 
ensembles; 
220.352 MH | (small scale Local 
LUC Z DAB trial - not Nene ensembles Melale 
currently in 
use) 
222.064 MH | Digital One oiean | esate Digital One 
11D regional 
Z ensemble ensemble ensemble 
ensembles 
Local 
12A 223.936 MH | Local ensembles Digital One None 
Z ensemblesm™a (except West | ensemble 
Wales) 
BBC National | BBC National | BBC National 
12B 225.648 MH | BBC National DAB DAB DAB 
Z DAB ensemble 
ensemble ensemble ensemble 
Local 
12C 227.360 MH | ensembles Local Local None 
Z (except the ensembles“! | ensembles 
south coast)23 
Local 
229.072 MH | ensembles Local Local Local 
12D 
Z (except the ensembles ensembles ensembles 


south coast) 


Under a Maastricht plan in 2002, the UK also has L band allocations for local terrestrial 
DAB, though there are no plans to broadcast any digital radio stations on L band. 


Ofcom auctioned spectrum in L band in 2008 for a number of uses, including terrestrial 
digital radio.&! On 16 May 2008, Ofcom declared that Qualcomm UK Spectrum Ltd had 
won the auction of L band frequencies in the UK.&4 


BBC National DAB[edit] 
Main article: BBC National DAB 


The BBC's national DAB ensemble broadcasts on frequency block 12B (225.648 MHz) 
across the United Kingdom, with coverage currently at 96.4% of UK households.“ The 
multiplex is owned and operated by the BBC and is transmitted from a number of 
transmitter sites across the country. The BBC's national multiplex carries only BBC 
national radio stations. Local BBC radio stations are carried on the relevant local DAB 
ensemble where commercial DAB licences are operating. 


Commercial DAB multiplexes[edit] 


There are a number of commercial DAB multiplexes operators in the UK who run 48 
local and regional DAB multiplexes across the United Kingdom. operators include the 
two national operators, Digital One and Sound Digital as well as local multiplex 
operators including NOW Digital, Bauer Media Group, Wireless Group, Switch Digital 
and MuxCo. Local and regional ensembles cover 77.8% of UK households.24 


Trial small scale DAB multiplexes[edit] 


Ten small scale DAB multiplexes broadcast in a number of areas across the UK (London, 
Manchester, Glasgow, Birmingham, Bristol, Portsmouth, Norwich, Brighton, Cambridge 
and Aldershot) on what was initially a nine-month trial, extended to March 2020 by 
Ofcom at the request of the Department of Culture, Media and Sport.&2 


Digital terrestrial television[edit] 


Transmitters including Emley Moor (pictured) broadcast digital radio via DAB and digital 
terrestrial television 


See also: Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom 


Digital radio on the digital terrestrial platform started on 30 October 20023 with the 
launch of the BBC's digital only radio services, BBC 1Xtra, BBC Five Live Sports 

Extra, BBC 6 Music, BBC 7 and the BBC Asian Network as well as existing stations BBC 
Radio Five Live and the BBC World Service. All the stations broadcast on the 

BBC's multiplex B. 


On the same day EMAP Radio (now owned by Bauer Radio) launched three radio 
stations, Smash Hits, Kerrang! and Kiss. Two other commercial radio stations also 
launched, oneword and 102.2 Jazz FM. 


The BBC later launched BBC Radio 1, Radio 2, Radio 3 and Radio 4 FM on multiplex A on 
14 February 2003." These channels later moved to Multiplex 1 on 3 October 2007.2 


Currently, the digital terrestrial platform has twenty seven radio stations broadcasting 
from broadcasters including the BBC, Bauer Radio, Global Radio, and Wireless Group. 


Digital satellite radio[edit] 


Unlike North America, the UK does not have a commercial satellite radio service. 


There are radio stations broadcasting via Satellite to the United Kingdom, however 
these are aimed at home users for playback through their televisions since these same 
satellites are also used for television broadcast and usually use SES' Astra series of 
satellites at 28.2° east or the Eutelsat 28A satellite at 28.5° east. Radio stations 
broadcast free-to-air via the Sky Digital, Freesat from Sky platforms and any DVB- 

S compliant set-top box. The Freesat platform has all the BBC's national and regional 
digital radio stations as well as BBC London 94.9 from the launch on 6 May 2008 on 
the EPG. 


WorldSpace was planning a subscription based digital radio satellite service on the 
upper frequencies of the L band, however, Qualcomm beat WorldSpace in 2008, 
securing the L band frequencies in the Ofcom auction process.= 


Digital cable television[edit] 


A number of digital radio stations also broadcast through digital cable platforms, 
including Virgin Media and WightFibre.'1 


Internet radio[edit] 


In the United Kingdom, over 350 of the UK's radio stations also stream their stations 
online, not including Restricted Service Licensed radio stations, Hospital radio stations 
and stations who solely broadcast online. 


In 2011, the BBC and commercial radio operators launched RadioPlayer which allows 
over 400 radio stations to be listened to through its website and apps. In addition 
various radio stations and third parties allow streaming of internet radio stations 
through their own websites and apps. A number of British firms, including BT Group, 
Reciva, Pure Digital, Roberts Radio and Acoustic Energy have brought out Internet radio 
devices which use the Wi-Fi signal from a router to stream Internet radio stations within 
range of a Wi-Fi router.£2 From the latter half of the 2010s, smart speakers have 
increased in popularity as a device for listening to live and on demand digital radio 
services. 


RAJAR reported that in the period October 2016 to February 2017, 6% of BBC radio and 
8% of commercial radio is listened to online and through apps. 


In 2006, the Phonographic Performance Limited (PPL) announced that it would charge 
additional royalty fees on UK Internet radio stations if they broadcast outside the UK. 

z Radio stations which stream online including GCap Media and GMG Radio,™# have 
implemented IP blocking to prevent listeners outside the UK from listening to their radio 
stations and therefore avoided the increased fees. 223! 


5G Broadcast[edit] 


The BBC is trialling 5G Broadcast radio in the Orkney Islands!” with the view to provide 
a digital radio platform across the United Kingdom and in particular, areas which will be 
unlikely or never covered by DAB via the existing radio and forthcoming 5G 
transmission infrastructure with Internet Protocol broadcasting being seen as the long 
term replacement for DAB.”5 The BBC's national services and the local BBC radio 
service, BBC Radio Orkney, is being delivered through a specially adapted BBC 

Sounds smartphone application to trialists. The BBC announced in May 2019 that it 
would extend the 5G Broadcasting trial in Orkney until the end of September 2019.74 


Digital Radio Mondiale[edit] 


Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM - not to be confused with Digital Rights Management) is 
being considered by Ofcom for introduction in Britain in 2012, on the present MW 
(medium wave) band. In the present day, transmissions are limited to a small number of 
broadcasts by the BBC and other international broadcasters.” 


In 2005, tests of DRM on shortwave radio from European transmitters broadcasting into 
the United Kingdom were performed by Virgin Radio, Classic Gold, Premier Christian 
Radio, Virgin Radio Classic Rock, Asian Sound and CVC. 


The British Broadcasting Corporation started broadcasting the BBC World Service on 
shortwave and mediumwave radio for a few hours a day!) across Europe from Orford 
Ness in Suffolk and Kvitsøy in Norway, the latter being receivable across England, Wales 
and Southern Scotland.£4 Today, the BBC broadcasts the BBC World Service using 
DRM for one hour a day from the Woofferton transmitting station in Shropshire. 


The BBC undertook a trial of the digital radio mondiale (DRM) technology, which allowed 
them to explore digital radio using medium-wave frequencies. The trial broadcast BBC 
Radio Devon using the new technology in the Plymouth area from April 2007 and 
closed down on 31 October 2008.22 In May 2009, the BBC released a report on the trial 
in Devon. The report gave a number of conclusions about DRM from the trial: 


e The sound quality from the trial was better than AM quality, but not as good as 
average DAB quality; 

e The daytime coverage of the DRM trial extended further than the discontinued AM 
service. However, the night-time service, as expected to be smaller than daytime 
coverage due to the characteristics of medium wave broadcasting, did cause 
problems with interference to the DRM trial. The BBC stated this interference can be 
avoided, but only with a redesign of the transmission network; 

e A single frequency network is possible and would be significantly robust. 


Digital Multimedia Broadcasting[edit] 


In 2006, National Grid Wireless carried out a technical trial of T-DMB and DAB-IP on 
the Stoke & Stafford (formerly UTV-EMAP/Bauer Stoke) ensemble. The trial assessed 
the reception qualities of both technologies in urban and rural areas as well as 

the mobile television and radio services which could be delivered. 


There was an ongoing experimental DMB multiplex broadcast in London on L-Band and 
Cambridge on VHF Band Ill, used for video, audio and data applications which have 
since ceased, sau 


Analogue switch-over [edit] 


The Digital Economy Act 2010 has a requirement stating that the United Kingdom must 
prepare for digital switchover. On 29 January 2009 the UK Government's interim 
report into digital communication for the future by Lord Carter, Digita/ Britain, made the 
suggestion that DAB would be the future direction of digital radio in the United 
Kingdom. It states that only when the following conditions are met, a migration from FM 
to DAB would begin: 


e Digital radio listening figures hit at least 50%; 


e Coverage of national DAB matches that of FM and local DAB reaches of 90% of the 
population and all major roads= 


The original Interim Report of the Digital Radio Working Group published in 2008 
specified that the 50% threshold for listening figures should be based on those for DAB. 
This was subsequently watered down to incorporate listening via any digital platform so 
as to make it easier to meet the criteria. 


In 2010 the government created a digital action plan which was delivered in November 
2013. On 16 December 2013 they announced that "now is not the time to commit to a 
switchover". An updated report was released in January 2014.23 Since 2010 Ofcom has 
produced annual reports on the take-up of digital radio.“ Subsequently, in 2018 the 
BBC stated it would keep some FM radio for the foreseeable future.” 


On May 17, 2018, RAJAR, the UK radio audience measurement research company for 
the UK radio industry published figures that stated that the UK had exceeded the 
threshold of 50% of radio listening was to digital radio platforms which will trigger the 
UK Government to begin a review of the progress of digital radio and assess future 
plans toward a potential digital switchover. 


Application and licensing[edit] 


The United Kingdom media and communications regulator Ofcom (and before the 
formation of Ofcom, the Radio Authority) advertises and provides the licences for digital 
radio services in the United Kingdom, under the Broadcasting Acts of 1990 and 1996. 


Application and licensing procedures[edit] 


Ofcom awards licences for digital radio services differently depending on the type of 
service and the platform. Ofcom advertises the licences of new digital radio 
ensembles and are subject to an open competition to the highest bidder. Ensemble 
licence awards are awarded for twelve years. To broadcast a service on a DAB 
ensemble, a station must hold a Digital Sound Programme Service licence from Ofcom. 
961 Qn digital television services, individual stations can apply for either a digital cable 
and satellite licence to broadcast on the aforementioned platforms,» or apply for a 
digital terrestrial licence to broadcast on digital terrestrial television. 


On Digital Terrestrial Television and DAB, broadcasters also need to contact the 
ensemble or multiplex operator of a local or national DAB ensemble or digital terrestrial 
multiplex to broadcast within a region. 


DAB ensemble operators have three elements to the charges they levy on radio 
services#991 which are subject to a minimum fixed-term and do not include any other 
possible one-off fees for scenarios such as a station moving its base of operations to 
another location: 


Fee Description 


A fee based on the capacity units and hours broadcast that a 
Carriage Fee | broadcaster pays. The more capacity units a service uses and the 
more hours a service broadcasts for, the higher the fee. 


A fee paid for the encoding and distribution of an audio feed to the 


T ensemble operator. Depending on the ensemble operator, this could 
Fee be charged to stations at a distance outside of the transmission area 


or could be charged universally. 


A fee levied at the beginning of the contract agreement, non- 
refundable and used to pay fees in the last year of the contract 

Deposit period. Depending on the ensemble operator, this could be applied to 
new companies or companies without a long-standing trading record 
or it could be applied universally. 


On Digital Satellite, radio stations need to secure capacity with a transponder operator 
and an uplink to a satellite.“°2 To broadcast on the Sky Digital platform, a broadcaster 
must also secure an EPG slot allowing viewers to navigate to their channel using the 
set-top-boxes provided by British Sky Broadcasting. A request for an EPG slot must be 
done up to nine months in advance.2 The same procedure applies to secure a slot on 
the Freesat platform, although stations need to contact Freesat UK Ltd instead of 
BSkyB. On Digital Cable, broadcasters need to contact a cable supplier for carriage. 


All stations broadcast in the UK must legally hold a music copyright licence from 
the Phonographic Performance Limited, PRS for Music and Mechanical-Copyright 
Protection Society in order for royalties to be paid to the musicians the main bodies 
represent, 201 


First national ensemble[edit] 
Main article: Digital One 


On 24 March 1998, the Radio Authority advertised for the first (and at the time, the only 
one planned) national ensemble to be broadcast on DAB. The three national commercial 
services on FM and mediumwave had to be included as part of the ensemble, Classic 
FM, talkSPORT and Virgin Radio.“ The licence was awarded to the sole applicant, GWR 
Group and NTL Broadcast to form Digital One.“2! The original licence application included 
the following stations:2™ 


Digital One Ltd (original application) 


Classic FM Classical music GWR (now part of Global Radio) 


Classic Gold Rock Rock music NTL 


Club dance Dance music TBA 


Plays, books and 


Comedy, drama and 


TBA 
music serials 
Rolling news service Rolling news ITN 
Soft AC Female contemporary TBA 
music 
Live sports and : 
Sports channel comment Talk Radio UK 
Talk Radio (now Talkradio Talk Radio UK (now owned 


talkSPORT) by Wireless Group) 


Teen and chart hits Pop and dance music GWR (now part of Global Radio) 


Complementary rock 


music aMG pic 


Virgin Radio 


After the closure of PrimeTime Radio in 2006, the original licence was amended to allow 
the launch of a new classic and contemporary jazz service, theJazz which was launched 
on 25 December 2006, before the 31 December 2006 deadline set in the licence 
amendment.2 


In April 2009, Global Radio, which had acquired GCap Media - part owner of Digital One, 
sold its 63% stake in the ensemble to Arqiva, making them the sole owner and operator 
of the ensemble.2°%2 


On 26 July 2013, Digital One extended its broadcasts to Northern Ireland.“ Previously, 
only one VHF Band III frequency was allocated to Northern Ireland which was allocated 
to the local commercial ensemble. Block 11D became available in 2013 after digital 
television switchover in the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.22! 


Local ensembles[edit] 


The Radio Authority (and subsequently Ofcom) continue to award regional ensemble 
licences to a number of radio groups with advertising of the licences starting from 1998, 
uo and licence awards being awarded from 10 May 1999, with the Birmingham 
ensemble being the first local licence being issued to CE Digital.“ The Birmingham 
ensemble licence award was followed by awards for licences in Manchester, Greater 
London, Glasgow and South Yorkshire, with more licences being awarded afterwards. 


In October 2006, Ofcom announced a timetable of locations which would get its own 
DAB ensemble, where a local ensemble does not currently offer coverage.24 Three 
blocks will be made available in VHF Band Ill. In May 2007, Ofcom replaced the York and 
Scarborough proposed licence area for a licence which covers the whole of North 
Yorkshire, and the Guildford plus Reigate and Crawley licences were merged to cover 


Surrey.221 
Areas covered are as follows: 


Area 


Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Buck 
inghamshire 


Derbyshire 


Wrexham and Chester 


Hereford and Worcestershire 


Northamptonshire 


Oxfordshire 


Advertise 
ment date 


December 


2006 


January 2007 


February 
2007 


March 2007 


April 2007 


May 2007 


Blo 
ck 


10D 


10B 


10D 


10B 


10C 


10B 


Winni 
ng 
applic 
ant 


NOW 
Digital 


NOW 
Digital 
(East 
Midlands 
) 


MuxCo 


MuxCo 


NOW 
Digital 


NOW 
Digital 


Ensembl 
e name 


NOW Home 
Counties 


MuxCo 
North East 
Wales & 
West 
Cheshire 


MuxCo 
Hereford & 
Worcester 


NOW 
Northampto 
n 


NOW 
Oxford 


Winni 


Area Advertise Blo ng Ensembl 
ment date ck applic e name 
ant 
MuxCo 
Gloucestershire July 2007 10C MuxCo Gloucesters 
hire 
MuxCo 
North Yorkshire June 2007 12D MuxCo North 
Yorkshire 
MuxCo Mid 
Mid and West Wales August 2007 | 12D MuxCo and West 
Wales 
MuxCo 
September Surrey and 
Surrey and Northern Sussex 5007 10C MuxCo Northern 
Sussex 
Lincolnshire October 2007 10D" MuxCo ee : 
Al Lincolnshire 


As part of the Digital Economy Act 2010 which gained Royal Assent and became law on 
8 April. 2010, some DAB ensembles will be reorganised and merged.@! As a result, local 
ensembles waited for both the act to commence on 12 June 2010 and a report on the 
planning of DAB coverage and frequencies across the UK, with the final publication 
made to Government on 1 May 2012 before going ahead with announcements on the 
launch of additional local ensembles." 


In 2019, a few additional areas not covered by a local ensemble were advertised@5151 
(117): 


Advertiseme Bloc Winning Ensembl 
Area 5 
nt date k applicant e name 
Channel Islands April 2019 12A (or | Bailiwick TBA 


IIG) Broadcasting 


Advertiseme Bloc Winning Ensembl 


Area nt date k applicant e name 
Limited™3 
June 2019 10D TBA TBA 


Morecambe Bay, North and 
West Cumbria and Southwest | June 2019 11B TBA TBA 
Scotland! 8! 


June 2019 12D TBA TBA 


Regional ensembles[edit] 


The first regional licence™# to cover a greater area of land compared to a local 
ensemble was awarded on 6 October 2000 to Switch Digital for Central 
Scotland Other areas which were awarded and classed as regional licences include: 


Region Operato Licence On air Closure 
r award date date date 
Central Scotland ie 6 October 2000 | June 2001 |N/A 
North East England MXR Ltd RES July 2001 |29 July 2013 
e E «== [July 2001 | 29 July 2013 
West Midlands MXR Ltd ora, August 2001 en 


September |24 September 
North West England 
North West England MXR Ltd 9 March 2001 2001 2013 


: Operato Licence On air Closure 
Region 


r award date date date 
: 28 November 29 June 
Yorkshire MXR Ltd 2002 June 2003 201521 


In March 2009, Ofcom made a recommendation to the Government in their Radio in 
Digital Britain report that the regional ensembles should expand into a nationwide 
regionalised service to fill the gap made by the 4Digital Group pulling out of the second 
national ensemble. Ofcom cited that the regions for the second national ensemble 
would be:422! 


e The East Midlands, East Anglia, mid and southern Lincolnshire; 

e London, Southern England, the South East and the South Midlands; 
e Northern Ireland; 

e North East England and Cumbria; 

e North West England; 


e Scotland; 
e The West Midlands; 
e Wales; 


e The West and South West of England; 
e Yorkshire, the North Midlands and North Lincolnshire. 


On 25 September 2012, it was announced that the MXR multiplexes will close between 
July and September 2013 after the shareholders Global Radio & Argiva decided not to 
renew the licences. Digital Radio UK stated that the released frequencies of the closed 
regional multiplexes would be reused for local DAB coverage roll-out.222! 


Second national ensemble[edit] 
First licence advertisement[edit] 


Ofcom announced in 2005 that they would be advertising for the second national digital 
ensemble. As a result, GCap threatened to take Ofcom to court after being told by the 
Radio Authority that there would not be another national ensemble. The court action 
was dropped after Ofcom assured GCap that none of the stations on the second 
ensemble would compete with existing stations on the Digital One ensemble.24! 


On 1 December 2006, Ofcom advertised a licence for a second national digital ensemble 
to launch new digital radio and multimedia services on frequency block 11A 
(216.928 MHz).225 Applications needed to be submitted to Ofcom by 28 March 2007. 


On 29 March 2007, Ofcom announced that it had received two applications for the 
second national digital ensemble, from the 4 Digital Group and National Grid Wireless. 
2261 The radio channels which made up both applications are as follows: 22228111291 


4 Digital Group 


Channel 
4 Radio 


Female music and lifestyle 
ine Children's radio 


E4 Radio Youthful entertainment and 
music 


Album led alternative music 
Adult music and speech 


Sky News 
adio 


R Rolling news 


Sunrise 
Radio 


talkRadio Talk radio 


Virgin 
Radio Viva 


Asian music and community 
programming 


Podcast servi 


Various podcasts 
ce 


Younger female music station 


Channel 4 Radio 


The Walt Disney Company 


Channel 4 Radio 


CanWest Global 
Communications 


Channel 4 Radio 


British Sky Broadcasting 


Sunrise Radio Group 


Various 


BBC Asian 
Network 


Channel 4 Radio 
Station 1 


Channel 4 Radio 
Station 2 


Colourful 
Confidential 
Confidential 


Confidential 
Confidential 
Confidential 


Fun Radio 


Premier Christian 
Radio 


Radio Luxembourg 


Radio Play 


On 6 July 2007 Ofcom awarded the licence for the second national ensemble to the 4 
Digital Group, who were required to launch its services one year after its licence award. 
4301 However, on 10 October 2008 the 4 Digital Group pulled its plans for digital radio, 
including the launch of the second multiplex. Ofcom held talks with the other remaining 
shareholders of the 4 Digital Group to see if they were willing to continue with the 
launch.34 In March 2009, Ofcom recommended to the Government that the second 


national ensemble should be regionalised, formed by the existing regional ensembles. 
[122] 


Second licence advertisement[edit] 
Main article: Sound Digital 


On 1 July 2014, Ofcom re-advertised the second national ensemble licence on frequency 
11A for interested parties to submit applications by 31 October 2014.42 The deadline 
was extended to 15:00 on 29 January 2015.43) 


On 29 January 2015, it was announced that two bidders had applied for the licence to 
run the second national ensemble. maussa Listen2Digital, run primarily by Orion Media 
and Babcock International Group amongst others4 and Sound Digital, run by Arqiva, 
Bauer and UTV amongst others.“ On 27 March, Sound Digital was announced as the 
winning bidder.2221 


The list of proposed radio stations submitted to Ofcom were as follows: 2244011411 


Listen2Digital 


GEM Female Adult Oron Media DAB talkRADIO 
m Contemporary Sa soci A 

talkSPORT 2 
Fun Kids Children Children's Radio UK DAB 

talkBUSINESS 
Sabras Radio Asian Contemporary Sabras Sound DAB 

Magic Mellow 
Panjab Radio Asian Specialist Panjab Radio DAB 

KISSTORY 
Share Radio Finance Share Radio DAB 

heat radio 
Premier Christian (currently on Premier Christian 


Christian Radio | Digital One) Communications DAR 


Sp 


Sp 


Bu 


Re 


"Q 


Po 


Premier Gospel 


Nation Radio 


The Wireless 


TBC 


TBC 


TBC 


MBC 


TBC 


RTE Radio 1 


Gaydio 


Chris Country 


Upload Radio 


Small Scale DAB TrialS[edit] 


Christian Gospel 


Male Adult 
Contemporary 


Oldies 


Sports Radio 


Food 


Jazz 


Modern Rock 


Contemporary Hits 


Irish Public Service 


Broadcasting 


LGBT 


Country 


Special Events 


Premier Christian 
Communications 


Town & Countr 
Broadcasting 


Age UK 


Confidential 


Confidential 


Confidential 


Confidential 


Confidential 


Raidió Teilifís Éireann 


Gaydio Digital 


Chris Country 
Broadcasting 


Folder Media 


DAB 


DAB 


DAB 


DAB 


DAB 


DAB 


DAB 


DAB 


Absolute 80s 


Planet Rock 


Virgin Radio 


Jazz FM 


UCB 
Inspirational 


Premier 
Christian Radio 


Sunrise Radio 


British Muslim 
Radio 


TBC 


After experimentation on the Brighton experimental ensemble, Ofcom advertised for 


small scale DAB multiplexes®=22221 to broadcast across the United Kingdom on ten 


Ro 
on 


Ro 


Jaz 


Ch 


AS 


Mu 


TB 


localised multiplexes for a nine-month trial period,“*2 then extended for an extra two 
years.“ The trials will test the viability of using free and open source software (FOSS) 
with low cost equipment“! to broadcast from a single transmitter, a single frequency 
network or channel repeaters to allow smaller radio stations to broadcast more cost 
effectively than is currently possible on local multiplexes."44 


Area Operator 


Single Transmitter 


Aldershot BFBS Aldershot 


Birmingham Switch Radio 


Brighton and Brighton and Hove Radio 


Hove 

Bristol Celador Radio 
Manchester Niocast Digital 
Norwich Future Digital Norfolk 
Portsmouth Angel Radio 


Single Frequency Network 


Brave Broadcasting (formerly Scrimshaws Information 


Glasgow Directories) 


London U.DAB 


Channel Repeater 


Cambridge UKRD 


In September 2016, Ofcom released its final report into the experiences and results of 
the small scale DAB trials“ deeming them to be successful and technically sound. A 
number of conclusions were made regarding the trials: 


e The hardware and FOSS worked well with few technical problems. Issues identified 
regarding single frequency networks and software stability and usability have been 
identified and have either been fixed or are being worked on; 

e Multiplex operators are working together, sharing experiences of running the trial 
multiplexes and furthering DAB features such as slideshows and additional DAB+ 
services. Seventy new services have launched across the ten multiplexes with a test 
and development multiplex launched afterward, inspired by the trials; 

e There is demand for a roll-out of small scale DAB multiplexes across the UK which 
Ofcom deems as "technically possible and commercially sustainable". 


A future roll-out of small scale DAB multiplexes would be performed with a number of 
DAB frequency blocks, subject to business users migrating away from those frequencies 
and also subject to Parliamentary approval through the Broadcasting (Radio Multiplex 
Services) Bill 2016-17 which gained royal assent on April 27, 2017.2 This should allow 
at least one multiplex in most parts of the UK. 


Digital Radio UK[edit] 


Digital Radio UK is an organisation which represents the interests of the digital radio 
industry including the BBC, commercial radio companies and transmission network 
operator, Argiva. The organisation also promotes the use and take up of DAB in the 
United Kingdom and ensure that the deadline for digital migration in 2015 is met. mausa 
1511521 Digital Radio UK is formed from the Digital Radio Delivery Group which also 
absorbed the Digital Radio Development Bureau (DRDB).“4! Part of DRDB's plans, and 
under Digital Radio UK still is, will be to promote DAB uptake through a website for 
consumers as well as print and radio advertising. = 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ Capacity units refer to a measure of a streams bitrate in addition to error correction 
added to the aforementioned stream. Capacity units are used to accurately determine 
the total capacity of a DAB ensemble. 

2. ^ Regional ensembles for the West Midlands closed on 27 August 2013. Yorkshire closed 
on 29 June 2015. 

3. ^ Regional ensembles for the North East, South Wales and the Severn Estuary closed on 
29 July 2013. North West closed on 24 September 2013. 

4. ^ Regional ensembles for the North East, South Wales and the Severn Estuary closed on 
29 July 2013. North West closed on 24 September 2013. 

5. ^ Although not strictly classed as a digital radio service, BBC Parliament broadcast on 
digital terrestrial in audio only up until the launch of Freeview on 30 October 2002. 

6. ^ One exception to this was jazzfm.com, which continued to be streamed outside the UK. 


7. 


8. 


^ The Lincolnshire ensemble began broadcasts on block 12A after the Yorkshire 
ensemble closed. 

^ Originally advertised as two separate ensembles, Morecambe Bay as well as North and 
West Cumbria and Southwest Scotland. Plans were changed in June 2019 to allow 
applicants to decide which frequency blocks and areas they cover within the perspective 
area. 


See also[edit] 


e Radio in the United Kingdom 

e DAB ensemble 

e Digital audio broadcasting 

e Digital Radio Mondiale 

e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
e The Radio Academy 
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programmi 
ng shared 
with 
Smooth 
Radio 
London on 
102.2 FM 


Available 
on 104.9 
FM in 
London 
and 97.7 
FM in 
Manchester 


Semi-national analogue and digital (DAB) stations[edit] 


Stations which are available nationally on Freeview and/or satellite and/or broadcast on 
more than one local DAB multiplex: 


Analog 
Na ue DAB Freevi Free Sk Virg 
Format i 2 
me availab channels ew sat y in 


ility 


Birmingham 
(11C), Coventry 
(12D), Dundee 
(11B), 
Edinburgh 
(12D), Glasgow 
(ale), 
Humberside 
(10D), 
Inverness 
MW 1152, (11B), London 
Absolu ER (11B), 
sere Sais Tree ee ye? eee eer 
Midlands : 
Rock and (12D), Liverpool 
Shropshire (10C), 
Manchester 
(12C), Northern 
Ireland (12D), 
South Yorkshire 
(11C), Tyne and 
Wear (11C) and 
Teesside (11B) 
and 
Wolverhampton 
(11B) 


Music Inverness (11B) 
from the none and Tayside 
2000s (11B) 


Absolu | Music none Inverness (11B) 
te from the and Tayside 


Analog 


Na ue DAB Freevi Free Sk Virg 
Format : ; 
me availab channels ew sat y in 
ility 
Radio 
60s 1960s (11B) 
Capita | Hit music | See Digital feed of 724 719 0109 | 958 


l England, Capital London 
Scotland available in 
and Wales | Reading and 


lists for Basingstoke 
local FM/ | (12D), 
DAB Cambridge 


network (11C), Southend 
and Chelmsford 
(12D), 
Exeter/Torquay 
(11C), North 
Devon (10C), 
Hereford and 
Worcester 
(12A), Herts, 
Beds and Bucks 
(10D), Kent 
aTe) 
Lincolnshire 
(12A), 
Northamptonshi 
re (10C), 
Norwich (10B), 
Oxfordshire 
(10B), 
Peterborough 
(12D), Plymouth 
(12D), 
Somerset (10B), 
Swindon (11C) 
and Bath and 
West Wiltshire 
(10D) 
Also available on 
Digital One 


Chris 
Countr 
y 


Countr 


y Hits 
Radio 


Country 
music 


Country 
music 


Children's 


Suffolk (10C) 
Also available on 
DAB+ in London 
(12C) 


Ayr (11B), 
Birmingham 
(ITC), 
Edinburgh 
(12D), Glasgow 
Ge) 
Humberside 
(10D), 
Inverness 
(11B); 
Lancashire 
(12A), Leeds 
(12D), Liverpool 
(10C), London 
(12C), 
Manchester 
(12C), South 
Yorkshire (11C), 
Tayside (11B), 
Teesside (11B) 
and Tyne and 
Wear (11C) 


DAB+: NE 
Wales and W 
Cheshire (10D) 
and Surrey 
(10C) 


Na 
me 


Greate 
st Hits 
Radio 


Format 


Classic 
Hits 


Analog 
ue 
availab 
ility 


FM in 
Liverpool 
and West 
Midlands 
AM in 
Northern 
England 


DAB Freevi 
channels ew 


Digital version 
of Greatest Hits 
Radio Liverpool 
available in 
Bath and West 
Wiltshire (10D), 
Bristol (11B), 
Cambridge 
(11C), Cardiff 
and Newport 
(11C), Cornwall 
(11B), 
Derbyshire 
(10B), Essex 
(12D), 
Exeter/Torquay 
(11C), Herts, 
Beds and Bucks 
(10D), Kent 
(11C), London 
(12): 
Manchester 
(12C), North 
Devon (10C), 
Northern 
Ireland (12D), 
Norfolk (10B), 
Northamptonshi 
re (10C), 
Northern 
Ireland (12D), 
Nottingham 
(12C), 
Oxfordshire 
(10B), 
Peterborough 
(12D), Plymouth 
(12D), 
Reading/Basing 
stoke (12D), 
South 


Free 
sat 


Sk 
y 


Virg 
in 


=E 
() 
o 
= 
+ 


Format 


80s, 90s 
and Today 


Hit music 


Analog 
ue 
availab 
ility 


See 
England, 
Scotland 
and Wales 
lists for 
local FM / 
DAB 
network 


FM 103.0 
Manchest 
er 


DAB Freevi 
channels ew 
Hampshire 
(11C), Sussex 
(10B) and 


Swindon (11C) 


Digital feed 

of Heart 
London on 
Derbyshire 
(10B), Hereford 
and Worcester 
(12A), Leicester 728 
(11B), 
Lincolnshire 
(12A) and 
Nottingham 
(12C) 


Ayr (11B), Bath | 711 
and West 
Wiltshire (10D), 
Birmingham 
(11C), Bristol 
(11B), 
Cambridge 
(11C), Cardiff 
and Newport 
(11C), Cornwall 
(11B), Coventry 
(12D), 
Derbyshire 
(10B), Essex 
(12D), 
Exeter/Torquay 
(lakes), 
Edinburgh 
(12D), Glasgow 
(11C), Herts, 
Beds and Bucks 


Free 
sat 


0733 


Sk Virg 
y in 
0111 | 918 


Analog 
ue DAB 
availab channels 


(10D), 
Humberside 
(10D), 
Inverness 
(11B), Kent 
(MAG), 
Lancashire 
(12A), Leeds 
(12D), Liverpool 
(10C), London 
(12C), 
Manchester 
(12C), North 
Devon (10C), 
Northern 
Ireland (12D), 
Norfolk (10B), 
Northamptonshi 
re (10C), 
Nottingham 
(126) 
Oxfordshire 
(10B), 
Peterborough 
(12D), Plymouth 
(12D), 
Reading/Basing 
stoke (12D), 
South 
Hampshire 
(11C), South 
Yorkshire (11C), 
Sussex (10B), 
Swindon (11C) 
Tayside (11B), 
Teesside (11B), 
Tyne and Wear 
(11C) and 
Wolverhampton 
(11B) 


aaa 


Soft adult 
contempo 
rary 


Magic | Classic none 
Soul soul 


Magic 
Chilled 


DAB 
channels 


Lincolnshire 
(12A), North 
Yorkshire (10C), 
NE Wales / W 
Cheshire (10D - 
DAB+) and 
Hereford and 
Worcester (12A) 


Birmingham 
(11C), Dundee 
(11B), 
Edinburgh 
(12D), Glasgow 
aey 
Humberside 
(10D), 
Inverness 
(HB); 
Lancashire 
(12A), Liverpool 
(10C), Leeds 
(12D), 
Manchester 
(12C), Northern 
Ireland (12D), 
South Yorkshire 
(11C), Teesside 
(11B) and Tyne 
and Wear (11C) 


Edinburgh 
(12D), Glasgow 
GHE, 
Humberside 
(10D), 
Inverness 
(11B), 
Lancashire 


Countr 
y 


Country 
music 


(12A), Leeds 
(12D), Liverpool 
(10C), London 
(12C), 
Manchester 
(12C), Northern 
Ireland (12D), 
Tayside (11B), 
Teesside (11B) 
and Tyne and 
Wear (11C) 


London (11B) 
and Surrey 
(10C) 


Birmingham 
(11C), Berkshire 
and North 
Hampshire 
(12D), 
Cambridge 
(11C), Cornwall 
(11B), Coventry 
(12D), Essex 
(12D), 
Exeter/Torquay 
(ale), 
Humberside 
(10D), Kent 
(ale), 
Lancashire 
(12A), London 
(12A), 
Leicestershire 
(11B), 
Manchester 
(12C), 
Nottinghamshir 


Analog 


He Format 


me availab 


ue DAB 


channels ew 


ility 


Hit music 


none 


e (12C), North 
Devon (10C), 
Norfolk (10B), 
Peterborough 
(12D), Plymouth 
(12D), Sussex 
(10B) and 
Swindon (11C) 


Bradford and 
Huddersfield 
(11B), Stoke-on- 
Trent (12D) and 
Swansea (12A) 


Freevi 


Free 
sat 


Sk 
y 


Virg 
in 


Local and regional analogue and digital (DAB) stations[edit] 


Local radio stations from the BBC, in England: 


BBC Local Radio[edit] 


Licence 
Name 

area 
BBC 

Coventry 
Coventry i 
zrel Warwickshi 
Warwicksh E 
ire 


FM MW 
frequenc frequen 
ies cies 


94.8 
(Coventry 
and North 
Warwickshir 
e), 103.7 
(South 
Warwickshir 
e) 

104.0 
(Nuneaton) 


12D 


channels 


Abe 


Name 


BBC Essex 


w 


BC 
Hereford 
and_ 
Worcester 


BBC 
Newcastle 


BBC Radio 
Berkshire 


Licence 
area 


Essex 


Herefordshi 
re and 
Worcesters 
hire 


Tyneside, 
Wearside 
and 
Northumbe 
rland 


Berkshire, 
North 

Hampshire 
and South 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


95.3 (South 
Essex), 
103.5 
(North and 
Mid Essex) 


94.7 
(Herefordshi 
re), 104.0 
(Worcesters 
hire), 104.4 
(Redditch), 
104.6 (Wyre 
Forest) 


95.4 
(Tyneside, 
Wearside, 
County 
Durham and 
South 
Northumber 
land), 96.0 
(North 
Northumber 
land) 

103.7 (Tyne 
Valley), 
104.4 
(Gateshead 
and West 
Newcastle) 


104.1 (West 
Berkshire 
and North 
Hampshire), 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


729 (North 
Essex), 765 
(Mid Essex) 


738 
(Worcester 
shire), 
1584 
(North 
Herefordshi 
re) 


1458 


DAB 
channels 


12D 
(Southend 
and 
Chelmsford 
) 


12A 


TIE 


12D 


Freev 
iew 
(regi 
onal) 


734 


720 


719 


Habe) 


Note 
s 


Name 


BBC Radio 


Bristol 


BBC Radio 


Cambridg 
eshire 


BBC Radio 


Cornwall 


Licence 
area 


Oxfordshire 


Bristol, 
Bath, South 
Gloucesters 
hire and 
North 
Somerset 


Cambridges 
hire 


Cornwall 
and Scilly 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


104.4 
(Reading 
and 
Wokingham 
) 

95.4 (East 
Berkshire), 
94.6 
(Henley-on- 
Thames and 
Maidenhead 
) 


94.9 (Bristol 
and South 
Gloucesters 
hire), 104.6 
(Bath) 
103.6 
(Weston- 
super-Mare 
and North 
Somerset) 


95.7 
(Peterborou 
gh and 
Huntingdon 
shire) 

96.0 
(Cambridge 
and 
Cambridges 
hire) 


95.2 (East 
Cornwall), 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


1026 
(Cambridge 
shire) 


630 (West 
Cornwall), 


DAB 
channels 


ISB 


WIE 
(Cambridge 
) 

12D 
(Peterborou 


gh) 


11B 


Freev 
iew 
(regi 
onal) 


719 


722 


YALL 


Note 
s 


Name 


BBC Radio 


Cumbria 


BBC Radio 


Derby 


BBC Radio 


Devon 


Licence 
area 


Cumbria 


Derbyshire 
and East 
Staffordshir 
e 


Devon 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


96.0 (Isles 
of Scilly), 
103.9 (West 
Cornwall) 


95.6 
(Cumbria), 
96.1 
(Morecambe 
Bay), 95.2 
(South 
Lakes) 
104.1 (West 
Cumbria), 
104.2 
(Windermer 
e) 


104.5 
(Derby, 
South 
Derbyshire 
and East 
Staffordshir 
e), 95.3 
(North and 
Mid 
Derbyshire), 
96.0 
(Buxton) 


103.4 
(Devon), 
94.8 (North 
Devon), 
95.7 
(Plymouth), 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


657 
(Cornwall) 


756 (North 
Cumbria), 
837 (South 
Cumbria), 
1458 (West 
Cumbria) 


Pic 


801 
(Barnstaple 
and North 
Devon), 


DAB 


channels 


10B 


11C (Exeter 
and Torbay) 
10C (North 
Devon) 


990 (Exeter | 12D 


and East 


Freev 

iew Note 
(regi s 
onal) 


721 


735 


720 


Licence ag slo DAB 
frequenc frequen 
area K E channels 
ies cies 
95.8 
(Exeter), 
96.0 
(Okehampto | Devon) (Plymouth) 
n), 104.3 
(South 
Devon) 


104.7 

(Gloucester 
BBC Radio a shire), 95.0 
Gloucester kire (Stroud), 
shire 95.8 

(Cirencester 


) 


East 
Yorkshire 
and North 
Lincolnshire 


BBC Radio 
Humbersi 
de 


BBC Radio 
Jersey 


96.7 (West 
: Kent), 97.6 
rea (Folkestone) al 
me , 104.2 
(East Kent) 


BBC Radio IEE (Guernsey), 
Guernsey y 99.0 (Guernsey) 
(Alderney) 


10C 
10D 
1C 


Name 


BBC Radio 
Lancashir 
e 


BBC Radio 
Leeds 


BBC Radio 
Leicester 


BBC Radio 
Lincolnshir 
e 


BBC Radio 
London 


Licence 
area 


Lancashire 


West 
Yorkshire 


Leicestershi 
re and 
Rutland 


Lincolnshire 


Greater 
London 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


95.5 (East 
Lancashire), 
103.9 
(Central 
Lancashire), 
104.5 
(North 
Lancashire) 
(0) 


92.4, 95.3 
(Halifax), 
1027 
(Keighley), 
103.9 
(Leeds) 


104.9 


94.9, 104.7 
(Grantham) 


94.9 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


855 (South 
Lancashire) 


774 


DAB 
channels 


12A 


12D (Leeds) 
11B 
(Bradford 
and 
Huddersfiel 
d) 


11B 


12A 


12A 


Freev 
iew 
(regi 
onal) 


720 


UAL 


722 


(pal 


Note 
s 


Also on 
Sky 
OWS 24 
Freesat 
718 
and 
Virgin 
Media 
937 


Name 


BBC Radio 
Manchest 
er 


BBC Radio 


Merseysid 
e 


BBC Radio 
Norfolk 


BBC Radio 


Northampt 
on 


BBC Radio 


Nottingha 
m 


BBC Radio 
Oxford 


Licence 
area 


Greater 
Manchester 
and North 
Cheshire 


Liverpool, 
the Wirral 
and West 
Cheshire 


Norfolk 


Northampto 


nshire 


Nottingham 
shire 


Oxfordshire 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


Sie 


(Manchester 


and North 
Cheshire), 
104.6 


(Saddlewort 


h and 
Tameside) 


95.8 


95.1 (East 
Norfolk), 
95.6 (North 
Norfolk), 


104.4 (West 


Norfolk) 


104.2 
(Northampt 
on), 103.6 
(Corby) 


103239525 
(Mansfield), 
95.1 
(Newark) 


9592 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


1485 


855 (East 
Norfolk), 
873 (West 
Norfolk) 


DAB 
channels 


Ze 


10C 


10B 


10C 


12E 


10B 


Freev 

iew Note 
(regi s 
onal) 


719 


722 


719 


734 


720 


122 


Name 


BBC Radio 
Sheffield 


BBC Radio 
Shropshire 


BBC Radio 
Solent 


BBC Radio 
Solent for 
Dorset 


Licence 
area 


South 
Yorkshire 
and North 
Midlands 


Shropshire 


Hampshire 
and Isle of 
Wight 


Hampshire, 
Isle of 
Wight and 
Dorset 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


104.1, 88.6 
(Sheffield), 
94.7 
(Chesterfiel 
d) 


96.0 
(Central and 
North 
Shropshire), 
95.0 
(Ludlow), 
90.9 
(Church 
Stretton), 
104.1 (Clun) 


96.1 
(Hampshire, 
Isle of Wight 
and East 
Dorset) 


103.8 (West 
Dorset) 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


1035 


999 
(Hampshire 
, Isle of 
Wight and 
East 
Dorset) 


1359 (West 
Dorset) 


Freev 


DAB iew 

channels (regi 
onal) 

alae 734 
11B UAL 
11C (South 
Hampshire) Wee 
11B 734 
(Bournemo 
uth) 


Note 
s 


Opt-out 
program 
ming 
from 
BBC 
Solent 
from 
0630 to 
0900 
weekday 
s and 
0800 to 
1100 
Saturday 


Name 


BBC Radio 


Stoke 


BBC Radio 


Suffolk 


BBC Radio 


York 


BBC 
Somerset 


urre 


: 


Licence 
area 


North 
Staffordshir 
e and South 
Cheshire 


Suffolk 


North 
Yorkshire 


Somerset 


Surrey, 
North East 
Hampshire 
and North 
Sussex 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


94.6 (North 
Staffordshir 
e and South 
Cheshire), 
104.1 
(Stafford) 


95.9, 103.9 
(South 
East), 104.6 
(North 
West), 95.5 
(Lowestoft) 


95.5 
(Scarboroug 
h), 103.7 
(North 
Yorkshire) 
and 104.3 
(Northallert 
on) 


9575 


104.0 (East 
Surrey and 
North 
Sussex), 
104.6 (West 
Surrey and 
North East 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


1503 


666 (York), 
1260 
(Scarborou 
gh) 


1566 


DAB 
channels 


12D 


10C 


10C 


10B 


10C 


734 


720 


720 


T22 


122 


Name 


Sussex 


BBC Tees 


BBC Three 


Counties 
Radio 


Licence 
area 


East Sussex 
and West 
Sussex 


Teesside, 
County 
Durham 
and North 
Yorkshire 


Bedfordshir 


e, 
Hertfordshir 
e and 
Buckingha 
mshire 


FM 
frequenc 
ies 


Hampshire) 


9570 
(Newhaven) 
, 95.1 
(Horsham), 
9573 
(Brighton), 
104.5 (East 
Sussex), 


104.8 (West 


Sussex) 


95.0 
(Teesside), 
95.8 
(Whitby) 


90.4 (East 
Hertfordshir 
e), 92.1 
(South 
Hertfordshir 
e), 94.7 
(Aylesbury), 
95.5 (North 
Bedfordshir 
e and North 
Hertfordshir 
e), 98.0 
(High 
Wycombe), 
103.8 
(South 
Bedfordshir 
e, West 


MW 
frequen 
cies 


630 
(Luton), 
WGI 
(Bedfordshi 
re) 


Freev 


DAB iew Note 
channels (regi s 
onal) 
10B 720 
11B 722 
10D 
(Bedfordshi 
re, 
Hertfordshir | 720 
e and 
Buckingha 
mshire) 


FM MW Freev 


Name Licence fredioac Pealen DAB iew Note 
area q a channels (regi s 
ies cies 
onal) 
Hertfordshir 
e and Mid 
Buckingham 
shire), 
104.5 
(North 
Buckingham 
shire) 
103.6 
(Swindon), 
ee 10D (Bath 
(South 
BBC Wilts) Sle) WOE 
Wiltshire Wiltshire 104.3 (West ee 721 
wie (Swindon) 
104.9 
(Marlboroug 
h) 
ent 11B (Black 
Birmingha 
fay, EER Country 
Midlands sue 
BBC WM 95.6 Shropshire) | 722 
and South 
. 11C 
Staffordshir Sane 
A (Birmingha 
m) 


BBC Nations Radio[edit] 


BBC radio stations serving Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland: 


Lan 
gua 
ge 


S 


; 
S 


ale 


ale | Unavail 
able 


11C 
(Cardi 
ff & 
Newp 
ort) 
12A 
(Swan 
sea) 
10D 
(NE 
Wales 
and W 
Chesh 
ire) 
10D/1 
2D 
(North 
West 
Wales 
) 


IKE 
(Cardi 
ff & 
Newp 
ort) 
12A 
(Swan 
sea) 
10D 
(NE 
Wales 
and W 
Chesh 
ire) 
10D/1 
2D 
(North 


718 
(Wal 
es); 
735 
(outsi 
de 
Wale 
s) 


Music- 
based 
progra 
mming 
on 
weekda 
ys 
0630- 
0830, 
Saturda 
ys 
0700- 
0900 
and 
Sunday 
s 0800- 
1000 


Englis 
h 


Scottis 
h 
Gaelic 


| nM 


Scotl | 103.5 - 
and | 104.9 


792 


12D 


ale, 


01521933 


Opt-out 
service 
from 
BBC 
Radio 
Ulster 
with 
over 30 
hours 
per 
week of 
local 
progra 
mming 
includin 
g on 
weekda 
ys from 
0700- 
0900 
and 
from 


progra 
mming 
in Scots 
Gaelic 
with 
progra 
mming 
from 
BBC 


Englis | Scotl 
h and 


92.4 - 
94.6 


810, 
585 
(Dumfri 
es) 


Radio 
Scotlan 
d 
relayed 


progra 
mming 
include 
S 
Around 
Orkney 
weekda 
ys from 
0730- 
0800 
and 
lunchti 
me 
news 
bulletin 
on 
weekda 
ys at 
1230 


Region 
al news 
bulletin 
S 
broadc 
ast on 
weekda 
ys at 
0630, 
0730, 
0830, 
1230; 
1630 


and 
1730 in 
the 
followin 


g 
areas: 


Du 


Local 


progra 
mming 
include 
S 
lunchti 
me 
news 
bulletin 
on 
weekda 


ys at 
1230 
and 
Good 
Evenin 


g 
Shetlan 
d on 
weekda 
ys from 
1730- 
1800 


7 ae | 


mag es 7a O17 937-9719 
(North 
West 
Wales 
) 


Local commercial radio[edit] 


England[edit] 


Licence area 


London 


West Midlands 


Tayside 


London 


Tees Valley 


East Lancashire and Greater 


Manchester 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


105.8 FM 


1152 AM 
(Birmingham) 
990 AM (Black 
Country), 1017 
(Shropshire) 


DAB only 


DAB only 


103.2 FM 
(Darlington), 102.6 
(Richmond) 


963 AM (East 
Lancashire), 1377 


DAB 
channels 


12€ 


ILIKE 
(Birmingha 
m) 

11B 
(Wolverham 
pton) 

Also Freesat 
725, Sky 
Digital 0203 
and Virgin 
Media 952 


11B 


12A 


10C (North 
Yorkshire) 


12C 
(Mancheste 


Analogue 
A frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area he 
digital channels 
availability 


r), 11B 
(Bradford 

(Manchester) and 
Huddersfiel 
d) 


103.4 FM Great 
East Norfolk and North East Suffolk Yarmouth and Lowest 
oft, 97.4 Halesworth 


ide 


107.8 FM 
(Southampton), 107.4 
(Portsmouth), 107.2 
(Winchester) 


South Hampshire 


107.6 FM 
The_ (Basingstoke), 97.1 
Breeze (Haslemere), 101.6 
Basingstoke (Four Marks & 
Hindhead), 101.8 
(Petersfield), 102.0 
(Alton) 


z Licence area 


Bath 


Cheltenham 


Somerset 


Warminster 


Andover 


Newbury 


North Dorset 


North Somerset 


South Somerset and West Dorset 


Torbay 


Reading 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


107.9 FM 
107.5 FM 


DAB 
channels 


102.4 FM (West 
Somerset), 100.8 
(Porlock), 107.4 
(Bridgwater) 


105.6 FM (Newbury), - 


107.4 (Hungerford) 


96.6 (Blandford 
Forum), 97.4 (Yeovil) 


107.7 FM (Weston- 
super-Mare) 


105.6 FM, 106.6 
(Chard and Ilminster) 


Analogue 
Nam : frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area BC 
e digital channels 


availability 


102.0 FM (Stratford- 
upon-Avon), 107.3 


(Warwick) 
96.2 (Coventry) 
l i 107.1 (Rugby) 12D 
Capital Mid Counties 107.6 (Banbury), 95.9 | (Coventry) 
(Brackley) 


101.6 (Tamworth), 
102.4 (Burton-upon- 
Trent) 


T 
(Birmingha 
m), 11B 
(Wolverham 
pton) 


102.2 FM Birmingham 
96.2 FM 
(Nottingham), 96.5 
(Mansfield), 102.8 12C 
(Derby), 105.4 (Nottingha 
(Leicestershire) m), 10B 
(Derbyshire 
), 11B 
(Leicester) 


Capital Midlands 


Capital 


LEX 
Also Freeview 
724, Sky 
Digital 0109, 
Capital London 95.8 FM Freesat 719, 
Virgin Media 
958 and 
Digital One 
DAB 


102.0 FM 


(Manchester) Manchester 


(12€) 
Capital Manchester and Lancashire 99.8 (Burnley), 107.0 | Central 
(Blackburn), 106.5 Lancashire 
(Preston), 96.3 (12A) 
(Chorley) 


Nam 


Licence area 


Capital North East 


Capital South 


Capital Yorkshire 


Capital Liverpool 


London 


Cumbria and South West Scotland 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


105.3 FM, 106.4, 
105.6 (Newcastle), 
105.8 (Hexham) 


103.2 FM 
(Southampton) 


107.2 (Brighton) 


105.1 FM, 105.6 
(Bradford), 

105.6 (Sheffield), 
105.8 (Humberside) 


107.6 FM 


96.9 FM (South 


London), 107.1 (North 


London) 


96.4 FM (Carlisle), 


102-5 (Penrith); 1022 


(Workington), 103.4 
(Whitehaven) 


DAB 
channels 


11B 

(Teesside) 
11C (Tyne 
and Wear) 


11C (South 
Hampshire) 
HIB 
(Bournemo 
uth) 

10B 
(Sussex) 


Bradford 
and 
Huddersfiel 
d (11B) 
Humberside 
(10D) 
Leeds (12D) 
North 
Yorkshire 
(10C) 

South 
Yorkshire 
(11C) 


TOC 


Also Digital 
One DAB, Sky 
Digital 0144, 
Freesat 720 
and Virgin 
Media 959 


Analogue 
A frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area ae 
digital channels 
availability 


Compa | Grimsby 96.4 FM 12A 
ss FM 
Dearne Barnsle 102.0 FM, 97.1 
FM oie (Penistone) 
bes 10D (NE 
106.3 Chester 106.3 FM Wales and 
TISTE W Cheshire) 
Dilse 
7 London 1035 AM 11B 
Radio 
Dream : 
Dubai 


102.8 (Durham), 
106.8 (Brusselton) 


Eagle 

Ea aei a 
Eagle | Guildford 96.4 FM 10C 

Radio 

Encore 

Radio | pe 
se a te 107.6 FM 11B 

Radio TS re 

Fix London DAB onl 2A 

Radio | ~220en y 


107.9 FM 
NW and SW Leicestershire (Hinckley/Nuneaton), 
107.0 Loughborough 


Analogue 
Nam : frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area i 
e digital channels 


availability 


IKE 
96.4 FM (Birmingha 
Birmingham, |Black Country and (Birmingham), 97.2 m), 11B 
Shropshire (Black Country), (Wolverham 
103.1 (Shropshire) pton and 
Telford) 
Free 12D 
Radio (Coventry 


97.0 FM (Coventry), and 


; : 102.9 (Leamington), Warwickshir 
Coventry and Warwickshire, | 96.7 napa e), DA 


Herefordshire and Worcestershire 


97.6 (Hereford), (Herefordsh 
102.8 (Worcester) ire and 
Worcesters 
hire) 
11B 
(Leicester) 
Gem f 12C 
106 East Midlands 106.0 FM (Nottingha 
m) 
10B (Derby) 
T2E 
1548 AM (London) ee 
945 AM (Derby) 10B 
999 AM (Nottingham) (Derby) 
1458 AM aD 
(M hector 12C 
ancneSter (Nottingha 
1332 AM 
(Peterborough) m E 
Gold | UK Also Sky 0121, peices!) 
Freesat 722, Virgin ne 
Media 923 and Digital aa 
One DAB+ 10C 
Gold is a national (Northampt 
network with local on) 
advertising WE 
(Cambridge 


) 12D 


Nam 


Greate 
st Hits 
Radio 


z 
<= 


Licence area 


East Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire 


Lancashire 


Liverpool, North West & North Wales 


Manchester 


North East 


South Yorkshire 


Teeside 


West Midlands 


Yorkshire 


South Yorkshire 


Heart East 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


1161 AM 
999 AM 

FM 105.9 
1152 AM 
1152 AM 


990 AM (Doncaster), 
1305 (Barnsley), 
1548 (Sheffield and 
Rotherham) 


1170 AM 


105.2 FM 
(Birmingham), 1359 
AM (Coventry and 
Warwickshire), DAB 
(Hereford and 
Worcester) 


828 AM 

97.4 FM (Sheffield), 
102.9 (Barnsley), 
103.4 (Doncaster) 


97.4 FM (Newmarket 
& Haverhill), 102.7 


(Peterborough), 103.0 
(Cambridge), 96.4 FM 


(Bury St Edmunds), 
97.1 (Ipswich), 102.4 
(Norwich), 96.1 FM 
(Colchester), 96.3 


DAB 
channels 


(Peterborou 
gh) 


10D 
12A 
TOE 
12€ 


Te 


ie 


AMIB 


TIC 
(Birmingha 
m) 

11B 
(Wolverham 
pton) 


12D 


ie 


ile 
(Cambridge 
) eli) 
(Peterborou 
gh), 10B 
(Norwich), 
10C 
(Suffolk), 


Nam 


Licence area 


Heart Hertfordshire 


London 


North East England 


North West England 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


(Southend-on-Sea), 
97.5 (Southend 
Town), 101.7 (Harlow, 
East Hertfordshire 
and West Essex), 
102.6 (Chelmsford), 
96.6 FM 
(Northampton), 96.9 
(Bedford), 97.6 
(Herts, Beds and 
Bucks), 103.3 (Milton 
Keynes) 


96.6 FM (Watford), 
106.9 FM (Hertford, 
Hitchin and 
Letchworth), 106.7 
(Stevenage) 


106.2 FM 


100.7 FM (Teesside), 
101.8 (Newcastle), 
101.2 (Sunderland) 
96.4 (Hexham), 96.2 
(Fenham) 


105.4 FM, 96.9 FM 
(Morecambe Bay), 
102.3 (Windermere), 
103.2 (Kendal) 


DAB 
channels 


12D 
(Essex), 
10D (Herts, 
Beds and 
Bucks), 10C 
(Northampt 
onshire) 


IPAS. 

Also Sky 
ovi 
Freesat 
133% 
Freeview 
728, Virgin 
Media 918 


11B 

(Teesside), 
11C (Tyne 
and Wear) 


Manchester 
(2e) 
Liverpool 
(10C) and 
Central 
Lancashire 
(12A) 


Nam 


Licence area 


Heart South 


Heart West 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


95.9 FM (Thanet), 
96.1 (Ashford), 97.0 
(Dover), 102.8 (East 
Kent), 103.1 
(Medway), 96.7 FM 
(Winchester), 97.5 
(Portsmouth), 102.3 
(Bournemouth), 96.9 
(Newhaven), 97.5 
(Horsham), 102.0 
(Hastings), 102.4 
(Eastbourne), 102.7 
(Reigate and 
Crawley), 103.5 
(Brighton), 97.0 FM 
(Reading), 97.4 
(Banbury), 102.6 
(Oxford), 102.9 
(Berkshire), 103.4 
(Henley On Thames) 
102.4 FM 
Gloucester), 103.0 
Stroud), 96.3 FM 
Bristol), 96.5 
Taunton), 97.1 
(Yeovil), 102.6 (Yeovil 
and Taunton), 103.0 
(Bath), 103.0 
(Weston-Super-Mare), 
96.2 FM (Barnstaple), 
96.4 (Torbay), 96.6 
(Tavistock), 97.0 
(Plymouth), 97.3 
(Ilfracombe), 100.5 
(Totnes), 100.8 
(Dartmouth), 101.2 
(Kingsbridge), 101.9 
( 

( 

( 

( 


( 
( 
( 
( 


Ivybridge), 105.1 FM 
East Cornwall), 107.0 
West Cornwall), 96.5 
Marlborough), 97.2 


DAB 
channels 


11C (Kent), 
11C (South 
Hampshire) 
“TIIB 
(Dorset), 
10B 
(Sussex 
Coast), 10C 
(Surrey), 
2D 
(Berkshire), 
10B 
(Oxfordshir 
e) 


10C 
(Gloucester 
shire), 11B 
(Bristol and 
Bath), 10D 
(Bath and 
West 
Wiltshire), 
10B 
(Somerset), 
12D 
(Plymouth), 
11C 
(Exeter/Tor 
quay), 10C 
(North 
Devon), 
11B 
(Cornwall), 
Ale 
(Swindon), 


Nam 
Z Licence area 
West Midlands 
Yorkshire 
heat 
Redo 
Hits Greater Manchester 
Radio | UK (DAB only) 
TR South Manchester and Cheshire 
Radio 


Peak District 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


(Swindon), 102.2 
(Wiltshire) 


100.7 FM 


106.2 FM (South West 
Yorkshire), 

107.6 (Bradford), 
107.7 (Sheffield) 


Freeview only 


103.0 FM 
(Manchester), DAB 
(Nationwide) 


South Manchester an 
d Cheshire 


Peak District 


DAB 
channels 


| 12D (West 


Wiltshire) 


WIC 
(Birmingha 
m), 11B 
(Wolverham 
pton), 12D 
(Coventry) 


11B 
(Bradford 
and 
Huddersfiel 
d) 

12D (Leeds) 
11C (South 
Yorkshire) 


Freeview 
716 


12C 
Also 
Freeview 
Halal 


104.9 FM 


103.3 FM 
(Whaley 
Bridge), 
103.3 
(Hope 
Valley), 
106.4 
(Buxton), 
106.4 
(Glossop), 
106.6 
(Chapel-en- 


Analogue 
A frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area ee 
digital channels 
availability 


96.7 FM, 
Derbyshire Dales and East Ashbourne, Wirkswort 


101.8 
Staffordshire h and Uttoxeter (Nirk ect 


), 101.8 
(Uttoxeter) 


Ipswich ; 


107.0 FM, 102.0 
(Ryde), 102.0 
(Ventnor), 102.0 
(Cowes) 


10B 
Jack Oxfordshire 106.8 Pi, Musi (Oxfordshir 
FM Se aa ET (Bicester) 5) 


Isle of 
Wight | Isle of Wight 
Radio 


Jack. 10B 
Oxford 107.9 FM (Oxfordshir 
FM 2 a 


10B 
Oxfordshire DAB only (Oxfordshir 
©) 


Jack 
FM 3 


12A 

Also Sound 
Digital 
DAB+, Sky 
0202, 
Freesat 729 


Jazz FM | London DAB only 


10D 
99.8 FM (Humbersid 
e) 


DAB only 11B 
Also 
Freeview 


Nam A 
Z Licence area 

London 

Kiss East Anglia 
Severn Estuary 

KissFre UK 

sh 

KLEM Kings Lynn 

KMFM Kent 

LBC London 

= London 

News 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


100.0 (London) 
106.1 (Norwich), 
106.4 (Suffolk & 
Colchester), 

105.6 (Cambridge), 
107.7 (Peterborough) 
101.0 (Severn 
Estuary), 97.2 
(Bristol) 

National station with 
local advertising 


DTT only 


96.7 FM 


107.6 FM (Ashford), 
106.0 (Canterbury), 
105.6 (Maidstone), 
100.4, 107.9 
(Medway), 96.4 
(Folkestone and 
Hythe), 106.8 
(Dover), 107.2 
(Thanet), 96.2 
(Tonbridge), 101.6 
(Sevenoaks) 


97.3 5M 


1152 AM 


DAB 
channels 


T22 


12C 
(London) 


Also on 
Digital One 
DAB, 
Freeview 
TST SKY 
0178, Virgin 
Media 963 


Freeview 
T12 


TIG 


Also Digital 
One DAB, 
Freeview 732, 
Sky 0112, 
Freesat 734, 
Virgin 919 


12C 
Also Digital 
One DAB+ 


Analogue 
E E frequencies &/or DAB 
digital channels 
availability 


12A 
(Herefordsh 
ire and 
DAB only Worcesters 
hire), 10C 
(Gloucester 
shire) 


Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Gl 
oucestershire 


102.2 FM, 96.7 
Lincolnshire (Grantham), 97.6 
(Scunthorpe) 


North London 103.3 FM 


North West Wales and West Cheshire | DAB only gael 
North London 1584 AM a 
mage 


I2 
Also on 
Digital One 
London 105.4 FM DER 
Freeview 
715, Sky 
0180, Virgin 
Media 928 


Mansfield 103.2 FM a 


Minster 
FM 


London 


County_ 


Durham, Northumberland, Tyne and 


Licence area 


Wear 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


DAB only 


97.1 FM (Newcastle), 
102.6 (Alnwick) 
103.0 (Fenham), 
103.2 (Hexham) 


104.7 FM (York), 
102.3 (Thirsk), 103.5 
(Northallerton) 


DAB 
channels 


WEG 
Programme 
s shared 
24/7 with 
TFM 


Nation 
Radio 
London 


North 
Norfolk 


North Norfolk 


Radio 


107.8 FM (Hastings), 
106.4 (Haywards 
Heath), 106.8 
(Lewes), 107.5 
(Eastbourne), 107.7 
(Worthing) 


DAB only 


96.2 FM, 103.2 
(Cromer), 103.2 
(Wells next-the-Sea) 


Also on 
Sound 
Digital DAB 
and Sky 
0130 


Peak North Derbyshire 107.4 FM 
EM (Chesterfield), 102.0 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area ee 
digital channels 
availability 


(nn ae 


BE Ceai R 2 FM (East), 
FM 102.8 (West) 


Cornwall 
(11B), 
Plymouth 
(12D) 


Polish | 
Radio DAB only 11B 
London 


1332 AM (Central 

London), 1305 (North | Also on 

and South London), Digital One 
London 1413 (East and West | DAB and 

London), 1566 (West | Freeview 

Surrey and North East | 725 

Hampshire) 


Pirate 
80s 


Cornwall and Plymouth DAB only 


97.5 FM (Bradford) 
Bradford, Halifax, and Huddersfield 102.5 (Halifax and 
Huddersfield) 


1278 AM (Bradford), 
Bradford, Halifax and Huddersfield 1530 (Halifax and 
Huddersfield) 


E Bradford, Halifax and Huddersfield | DAB only 
Leeds and West Yorkshire 96.3 FM 


Radio 
Carolin | Suffolk 648 AM 
e 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area ae 
digital channels 
availability 


a 


Merseyside 
_ 
Radio 105.1 FM (Southend), 
Exe 
South-West London and North Surrey | 107.8 FM ia 


L = 
b, | Plymouth, South East 
m Cornwall and West Devon 106.7 FM i 


10C 
(Northampt 
onshire), 


, : 12D 
Northamptonshire, Hertrorashire, 
Northamptonshire, Hertfordshire, Be DAB only (Peterborou 


dfordshire, Buckinghamshire gh), 10D 


(Herts, 
Beds & 
Bucks) 


Blackpool and the Fylde 96.5 FM = 


Rather | London DAB only 11B 
good 


Analogue 
A frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area TEE 
digital channels 
availability 
a ae 
Revolu 
tion Oldham 96.2 FM 
96.2 
eal Wakefield 106.8 FM ay 
mack Central Lancashire 97.4 FM 
a Rotherham 96.1 FM e 


107.2 FM, 97.4 
(Stamford) 


sabras Leicester 1260 AM 
Sound 
106.0 FM (Solent), 
South Coast 106.6 (Winchester), 
SAM 106.6 (Poole) 
FM 
106.5 FM (Bristol), 
sat ne (Swindon) a 
Sanska 
Signal 


102.6 FM, 96.9 
(Stafford), 96.4 
(Cheshire) 


Signal | North Staffordshire and Cheshire 1170 AM 


Rutland 


Licence area 


Wolverhampton, Shropshire and 
North Worcestershire 


Macclesfield 


London 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


107.7 FM 
(Wolverhampton), 
106.5 (Shrewsbury), 
107.1 (Oswestry), 
107.4 (Telford), 107.2 
(Kidderminster) 


106.9 FM 


102.2 FM (London) 
792 AM (Bedford), 
828 (Luton) 

828 AM 
(Bournemouth) 

945 AM (Eastbourne), 
1323 (Brighton) 
1251 AM (Bury St 
Edmunds), 1170 
(Ipswich) 

774 AM 
(Gloucestershire) 
1242 AM (Medway), 
603 (East Kent) 
1152 AM (Norwich 
and Great Yarmouth) 
1152 AM (Plymouth) 
1170 AM 
(Portsmouth), 1557 
AM (Southampton) 
1557 AM 
(Northampton) 
1359 AM 
(Chelmsford), 1431 
(Southend) 

1161 AM (Swindon) 
936 AM (West 
Wiltshire) 


Smooth Radio's 
AM/DAB feed includes 
local travel reports 


DAB 
channels 


12C 
(London) 
11B (Bristol 
and Bath) 
10D (Bath 
and West 
Wiltshire) 
11B 
(Bradford 
and 
Huddersfiel 
d) 

11B 
(Bournemo 
uth) 

Ee 
(Cambridge 
) 

11B 
(Cornwall) 
11C (Exeter 
and Torbay) 
10C 
(Gloucester 
shire) 

12A 
(Hereford 
and 
Worcester) 
10D (Herts, 
Beds and 
Bucks) 


Analogue 
A frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area ee 
digital channels 
availability 


and local advertising | 10D 
(Humbersid 
e) 
11C (Kent) 
12D (Leeds) 
12A 
(Lincolnshir 
e) 
10C 
(Northampt 
onshire) 
10C (North 
Yorkshire) 
10B 
(Norwich) 
10B 
(Oxfordshir 
e) 
12D 
(Peterborou 
gh) 
12D 
(Plymouth) 
12D 
(Reading 
and 
Basingstoke 
) 
11C (South 
Hampshire) 
12D 
(Southend 
& 
Chelmsford 
) 
11C (South 
Yorkshire) 
10C 
(Suffolk) 
10B 
(Sussex 
Coast) 


Nam 


Licence area 


West Midlands 


East Midlands 


Lake District 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


105.7 FM (West 
Midlands) 


106.6 FM (East 
Midlands), 101.4 
(Derby), 107.4 FM 
(Kettering), 97.2 
(Wellingborough), 
106.8 (Peterborough) 


100.1 FM (Kendal), 
100.8 (Windermere), 
101.4 (Keswick) 


DAB 
channels 


11C 
(Swindon) 
10B 
(Somerset) 


Also on Sky 
0128, 
Freesat 
732, Virgin 
Media 916, 
Freeview 
718 


KE 
(Birmingha 
m), 11B 
(Wolverham 
pton), 12D 
(Coventry) 


12C 
(Nottingha 
m), 11B 
(Leicester), 
10B 
(Derby), 
10C 
(Northampt 
onshire), 
12D 
(Peterborou 
gh) 


Nam 


Analogue 
frequencies &/or 
digital 
availability 


Licence area 


97.5 FM (North East 
England), 101.2 


North East England (Hexham), 107.5 
(Newcastle), 107.7 
(Teesside) 


100.4 FM (North West 


North West England England) 
London DAB only 
Salisbury 102.0 FM 


96.6 FM (Chichester), 
102.3 
(Littlehampton), 
106.6 (Midhurst), 


West Sussex 


107.9 FM 
(Cambridge), 107.1 


Cambridge and Ely (Ely), 107.3 (Saffron 


Walden) 
97.2 (Harrogate), 
; 107.1 (Ilkley) 
Harrogate and Southern Yorkshire 
Dales 107.1 (Pateley 
Bridge), 107.8 
(Skipton) 
Suffolk DAB only 


Sunderland 103.4 FM 


DAB 
channels 


11B 

(Teesside), 
11C (Tyne 
and Wear) 


12C 
(Mancheste 
fi) al OG 
(Liverpool), 
12A 
(Central 
Lancashire) 


12A 


10C 


10C 


Analogue 
| r frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area TEE 
digital channels 
availability 
Sunrise London 963 AM (London), 972 | Also on Sound 
Radio ~ (West London) Digital DAB 


Sunrise 
Radio 
Varke Bradford 103.2 FM 11B 


855 AM, 105.9 FM 
(Ludlow) 


10C 
106.2 FM (Hereford), | (Gloucester 
Herefordshire and Monmouthshire 107.0 (Monmouth), shire), 12A 
107.8 (Abergavenny) | (Hereford & 


Worcester) 


12A 

Local opt- 

out of 
SREE talkSPORT 
ETA London DAB only UK with | 
aa local traffic 

reports and 

advertising 


11B 
Programme 
TEM Teesside 96.6 FM s shared 
24/7 with 
Metro Radio 


Tie East London and West Essex 107.5 FM 
107.5 
Bolton and Bury 107.4 FM = 


Analogue 
A frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area ene 
digital channels 
availability 


Town. 


107.1 FM 
(Doncaster), 107.9 
(Bassetlaw) 


105.2 FM (South 11B 
East Dorset, South Hampshire, Isle of | Hampshire, Isle of (Bournemo 
Wight and parts of West Wight, West Sussex uth) 


Sussex and Wiltshire and Wiltshire), 105.8 | 11C (South 
FM (East Dorset) Hampshire) 


Wesse 96.0 FM (Bridport), 
Wire : 
ae Wigan and St Helens 102.4 FM aaa 


Also on 
104.9 FM (London) Digital One 


London 97.7 (Manchester) DAB+, Sky 
Manchester National station with | 0113, Freesat 


local advertising 723, Virgin 
Media 960 


Radio 11B 
XL Birmingham 1296 AM (Wolverham 
AL pton) 


Greater Manchester 106.1 FM ae 


Analogue 
Nam > frequencies &/or DAB 
Licence area i 
e digital channels 


availability 


Manch 

ester 

Yorkshi 96.2 FM 

re : acre (Scarborough), 103.1 | 10C (North 
 >Carborougn, y g : 

Genet Scarborough, Whitby and Bridlington (Whitby), 102.4 oes 

Radio (Bridlington) 


Former English stations[edit] 


This list details radio stations which have lost their licence to broadcast or have closed 
down due to financial reasons. 


Analogue HAE 
Name Licence area gu channel Notes 
frequencies 2 
Airport Heathrow Both stations 


closed in June 
1991 after just one 
year on air. 


Informatio | Airport and Gatwick 1584 AM 
n Radio Airport 


Station put into 
Abbey FM Barrow in Furness 107.3 FM administration on 
30 January 2009 


Lost licence and 
was replaced 


Buzz FM Birmingham 102.4 FM by Choice FM 
102.2 on 1 January 
1995 


Centre ; 97.1 FM and Ceased trading 
Fenit Leicestershire 1260 AM and closed on 6 
October 1983 


Name 


Channel 
Travel 
Radio 


Devonair 
Radio 


Dune FM 


Fen Radio 


107.5 


Liberty 
Radio 


Mersey 
106.7 


Mix 107 


Licence area 


Kent channel ports 


Exeter and Torquay 


Southport 


Wisbech 


London 


Liverpool 


High Wycombe 


DAB 
channel 
s 


Analogue 
frequencies 


107.6 FM 


666/954 AM 
and 97.0/96.4 
FM 


107.9 FM 


107.5 FM 


963/972 AM 


106.7 FM 


107.4 FM, 
1O77 


Notes 


Licence returned 
to the Radio 
Authority on 28 
September 2000 


Lost licence and 
was replaced 

by Gemini 

Radio on 1 January 
1995 


Station received 
winding-up order 
and transmitter 
was seized by 
OFCOM on 9 
August 2012 


Licence returned 
to Ofcom on 31 
July 2008 


Lost licence and 
was replaced 

by Club Asia on 3 
July 2003 


Licence revoked 
by Ofcom on 1 
April 2009 


Licence returned 
to Ofcom on 1 July 
2009 


Name Licence area 

Oak FM poe ele) 
Leicestershire 

Pennine FM | Huddersfield 

Badio Portsmouth 

Victory ges ae 

Star 107.9 | Stroud 

Sunset_ 

Radio Manchester 

Sunrise 

Radio East | Leicestershire 

Midlands 

Sunshine ; 

1530 Worcestershire 


DAB 
channel 
sS 


Analogue 
frequencies 


107.0 FM 
(Loughborough 


) 
107.9 
(Hinckley) 


107.9 FM 


95.0 FM and 
1170 AM 


107.9 FM 


102.0 FM 


1260 AM 


1530 AM 


Notes 


Closed down on 28 
July 2016 due to 
station owner 
being put into 
administration 


Licence returned 
to Ofcom on 5 
April 2010 


Lost licence and 
was replaced 

by Ocean 

Sound on 28 June 
1986 


Licence returned 
to Ofcom on 29 
September 2006 


Station went into 
liquidation in 
October 1993 


Lost licence and 
was replaced 

by Sabras 

Radio on 7 
September 1995 


Closed on 6 April 
2010 following 
problem with 
transfer of 
broadcast licence 


Name Licence area 
South : 
1073 Lewisham 


East Berkshire, South 
Buckinghamshire, 
North Surrey and 
West London 


Time 106.6 


Time 106.8 | Thamesmead 


WNK North London 
Yorkshire 3 
Radio —. Yorkshire 


Northern Ireland[edit] 


Name Licence area 
Cool FM Belfast 
Downtown Northern Ireland 
Radio 


Analogue 
frequencies 


107.3 FM 


106.6 FM 


106.8 FM 


103.3 FM 


Analogue frequencies 


97.4 FM 


DAB 
channel 
s 


T2E 


1026 AM (Belfast) 


96.4 FM (Limavady), 96.6 


Notes 


Closed down on 3 
April 2009 


Closed down on 15 
October 2015 


Closed down on 3 
April 2009 


Closed down 
Easter 1993 and 
broadcast hours 
were reallocated 
to London Greek 
Radio 


Closed down 29 
July 2013 


DAB 
channels 


12D 


12D 


(Omagh and Enniskillen), 97.1 


(Larne), 
102.3 (Ballymena), 102.4 


(Derry), 103.1 (South Newry), 


: 3 DAB 
Licence area Analogue frequencies 
channels 


103.4 (Newcastle) 


Downtown_ 
Country 


Q97.2 North ; 

T 97.2 FM, 97.6 (Ballycastle) 
Q96.7/102.5 Balfact 96.7 FM (Greater Belfast) 102.5 
Belfast (North Down and Ards) 


Northern Ireland DAB only 


Q102.9 North 
West 


102.9 FM 


Q100.5 Newry 
Nane Newry and Mourne | 100.5 FM, 101.1 (Kilkeel) 


; The Great 
104.2 River FM Nloctnwect 104.2 Derry/Londonderry 


101.2 Tyrone SEE SUSIE Enniskill | 491.2 FM, 102.1 (Enniskillen) 
and Fermanagh 
; ai 


rep Ballymena 107.0 FM, 107.6 (Larne) 


Former Northern Ireland stations[edit] 


Name Licence Analogue DAB Notes 
area frequencies channels 
Ceased broadcasting on 22 
ae May 1999 and Radio 
a Authority revoked the licence 
Ceased broadcasting on 22 
Sea May 1999 and Radio 
aor Authority revoked the licence 
Scotland[edit] 
Name Licence area angue DAB 
frequencies channels 
106.5 FM 


(Campbeltown), 107.1 
(Islay and Jura) and 
1077 


(South Knapdale) 


Argyll FM Argyll, Islay and Jura 


96.8 FM (Selkirk), 
102.3 (Berwick-Upon- 


ee Borders Tweed), 103.1 
aia (Peebles) and 103.4 
(Eyemouth) 

; 11C (Glasgow), 
Ser Central Scotland eae [Bao Moen 12D 
a (Edinburgh) 
Central Clackmannanshire, Falkirk, Stir 103.1 FM 11D (Central 
103.1 FM ling ' Scotland) 
Clyde 1 102.5 FM, 97.0 (Vale TIG 


Glasgow and West Central of Leven), 102.3 


“ Analogue DAB 
Licence area ` 
frequencies channels 


(Rothesay), 103.3 
Scotland Tle 
Part of The 
Clyde 2 1152 AM Greatest Hits 
Network 
(Scotland) 


or 102.7 FM, 106.2 
Cuillin FM Skye & Lochalsh (Portree) 


97.3 FM, 97:6, 102.2 


eini P 


Edinburgh, The 
Lothians and Fife 12D 
Part of The 
Forth 2 1548 AM Greatest Hits 
Network 
(Scotland) 


GO Radio Central Scotland DAB only 
Glasgow 


100.3 FM (Glasgow), 
Central Scotland 103.3 (Edinburgh), 
101.1 (Rosneath) 


Heart 
Scotland 


Heartland 


FM Perthshire 97.5 FM (Pitlochry) 


Isles FM Isle of Lewis 103.0 FM 


Analogue DAB 


Name Licence area H 
frequencies channels 
105.4 FM (St 
Andrews), 106.3 (The 
Kingdom ; East Neuk), 95.2 
EM Kire (West Fife), 96.1 re 
(Central & East Fife), 
96.6 (Kirkcaldy) 
97.4 FM (Inverness) 
96.6 FM (Speyside) 
102.8 (Keith) 
96.7 (Wick) 
96.7 (Fraserburgh) - 
MFR Broadcasts as Kinnaird | 11B 
Radio from 1900-0000 
102.5 (Caithness) - 
Inverness and Northern Broadcasts 
Scotland as Caithness FM from 
1900-0000 
11B 
Part of The 
MFR 2 1107 AM Greatest Hits 
Network 
(Scotland) 
Nation 
Radio Glasgow 96.3 FM 
Scotland 
Northsoun 96.9 FM, 97.6, 103.0 11C 
ekal (Peterhead) 
Aberdeen and North East 
Scotland 11C 
Northsoun Part of The 
d2 DiE Greatest Hits 
Network 


(Scotland) 


Original 
106 
(Aberdeen) 


Scottish_ 
Sun 80s 


Scottish 
Sun 
Greatest 
Hits 


Scottish _ 
Sun Hits 


Smooth _ 
Glasgow 


Talksport 
Scotland 


Licence area 


Aberdeen and North East 
Scotland 


Central Scotland 


Central Scotland 


Central Scotland 


Shetland 


Central Scotland 


Scotland 


Analogue 
frequencies 


DAB 
channels 


106.8 FM (Aberdeen 
and Aberdeenshire), 
106.3 (North 
Aberdeen), 106.3 
(Peterhead) 


O 


102.2 FM, 96.2 
(Bressay) 


11C (Glasgow), 
105.2 FM 12D 
(Edinburgh) 


DAB only 11D (Central 
Scotland), 11C 
(Aberdeen), 
11B (Ayr) 
Local opt-out 
of Talksport UK 
with local 
traffic reports 
and 
advertising 


Name 


Tay FM 


Tay 2 


Two Lochs 


Radio 


Wave 102 


FM 


Waves 
Radio 


West FM 


Tayside and north Fife 


Gairloch and Loch Ewe 


Dundee 


Peterhead and Fraserburgh 


Licence area 


Ayrshire 


Analogue 
frequencies 


96.4 FM (Perth), 102.8 


(Dundee) 


1584 AM (Perth), 1161 


(Dundee) 


106.0 FM (Gairloch), 
106.6 (Loch Ewe), 
102.2 (Ullapool), 96.8 
(North West Scotland) 
Relays Smooth 

Radio and Magic 105.4 


FM as a sustaining 


service 


102.0 FM (Dundee), 


106.6 (Perth) 


101.2 FM 


96.7 FM, 97.5 


(Girvan), 106.7 


(Rothesay) 


1035 AM 


DAB 
channels 


11B 


11B 

Part of The 
Greatest Hits 
Network 
(Scotland) 


Le 


TIB 


11B 

Part of The 
Greatest Hits 
Network 
(Scotland) 


Name 


West 


Sound FM 


Licence area 


Dumfries and Galloway 


Dunbartonshire, Helensburgh, 


and Inverclyde 


Former Scottish stations[edit] 


Nam Licence 
e area 

River Ran 

FM Livingston 

talk 107 | Edinburgh 

L107 Lanarkshire 

XFM Paisley 

Scotlan 

d 


Analogue 
frequencies 


FM 103.4, 107.7 


107.0 FM 


107.9 FM, 107.5 


(Cumbernauld) 


96.3 FM 


Analogue DAB 
frequencies channels 


96.5 FM (Stranraer), Part of The 
97.0 (Dumfries), 103.0 | Greatest Hits 
(Kirkcudbright) Network 


103.0 FM 


(Scotland) 


(Dumbarton), 106.9 
(Helensburgh, 
Lomondside and 


Inverclyde) 


DAB 
channels 


11D (Central 
Scotland) 


11D (Central 
Scotland), 
11B (Ayr) 


Notes 


Station closed on 29 
September 2006 and 
licence returned to Ofcom 


Station closed on 23 
December 2008 and 
licence returned to Ofcom 


Station closed on 11 
November 2010 and 
licence returned to Ofcom 


Station closed on 13 
September 2015 and 
licence returned after 
OFCOM refused request 
by Global Radio to 
network 24/7 from 


Nam 


Licence 


Analogue DAB 


á Notes 
e area frequencies channels 
London 
102.1 FM 
(Inverurie), 103.2 
(Colpy), 97.1 
(Turriff) F 
$ Station closed on 15 
NECR e rae UE August 2018 and licence 
rar ME returned after OFCOM 
106.4 
(Strathdon), 
97.1 (Braemar), 
101.9 (Ballater) 
Wales[edit] 
: Analogue DAB 
Name Licence area 3 
frequencies channels 
: 12C (Cardiff 
Bridge FM EA Vale of 106.3 FM and 
Glamorgan Newport) 
10D/12D 
Capital Cymru | Anglesey and Gwynedd BREEAM WAC Aes (North West 
and Gwynedd) 
Wales) 
96.3 FM (North 
Wales Coast), 97.1 
Capital North North (Wirral), 103.4 10D (NE 
West and Wales Coast, Wrexham and Che | (Wrexham, Wales and W 
Wales ster Denbighshire, Cheshire) 


Flintshire, Cheshire 
West and Chester) 


Name 


Capital South 
Wales 


Radio 
Carmarthenshi 


Licence area 


Cardiff and Newport 


Carmarthenshire 


re 


Dragon Radio 


Heart North 
Wales 


Heart South 
Wales 


Wales 


North Wales 


South and West Wales 


Analogue 
frequencies 


103.2 FM (Cardiff), 
97.4 (Newport) 


97.1 FM 
(Carmarthenshire), 
97.5 (Carmarthen), 
97.5 (Llanelli) 


DAB only 


88.0 FM Wrexham, 
106.9 The Vale of 
Clwyd, 107.3 
Prestatyn, 105.7 
North Wales Coast, 
107.2 North West 
Wales/Gwynedd 


102.8 Welshpool, 
106.0 Newtown 


106.0 Swansea, 
102.3 Pontypridd, 
105.9 Merthyr 
Tydfil, 107.3 
Bargoed, 105.2 


Abergavenny, 106.1 


Ebbw Vale, 105.4 
South and South 
East Wales, 105.9 
Newport 


DAB 
channels 


12C 


10C 


12C (Cardiff 
and 
Newport), 
10C (Mid 
and West 
Wales), 10D 
(NE Wales 
and W 
Cheshire - 
DAB+) 


12C (Cardiff 
and 
Newport), 
12A 
(Swansea) 


Name Licence area 
Nation Radio South Wales and Mid Wales 
Radio 


Pembrokeshire 


Smooth Radio 


(Wales) 


Sunshine 
Radio 


Swansea Bay 
Radio 


Pembrokeshire 


Wales 


Monmouthshire 


Swansea 


Analogue DAB 
frequencies channels 


107.7 Ceredigion, 
105.7 
Pembrokeshire, 
105-2 
Carmarthenshire, 
106.0 Carmarthen, 
106.2 Fishguard 


106.8 FM (South 
East Wales), 107.3 
(South West Wales), | 12C (Cardiff 


102.9 and 
(Carmarthenshire), | Newport), 
1071 10D (NE 
(Pembrokeshire) Wales and W 
103.3 FM Cheshire - 
(Aberystwyth, DAB+), 


North, Mid & West 10D/12D 
Ceredigion), 96.6 (North West 
(South East Wales) 
Ceredigion), 97.4 

(Cardigan Town) 


102:5 EM 107.5 


(Fishguard and 10C 

Tenby) 
12C (Cardiff 
and 
Newport), 

1359 AM (Cardiff), 10D (NE 

1305 (Newport), Wales and W 

1260 AM (Wrexham) | Cheshire), 
10D/12D 
(North West 
Wales) 


See England listings 
for full details 


102.1 FM 10D/12D 
(North West 
Wales) 


Analogue DAB 


Name ence ica frequencies channels 
Swansea Swansea 1170 AM 12A 
Sound 
The Wave Swansea 96.4 FM 12A 
Wave 80s Swansea DAB only 12A 


Former Welsh stations[edit] 


Name Licence area SA Reason for closure 
ye! | South Wales 1900) | Closed July 2013 

Ce eae eet eae me |r eo rey eee ee a 
oe ae ee eae cl Closed 10 February 2015 


The Channel Islands and the Isle of Man[edit] 


Although the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are not part of the UK they are served 
by the UK's national radio stations. Additionally services in the Channel Islands are 
licensed by the UK's regulator, Ofcom. Services in the Isle of Man are not licensed by a 
UK regulator but rather by the Broadcasting Act 1990 of Tynwald 


Name Licence area Analogue frequencies 
ao Jersey 103.7 FM 


Ener 98.6 FM, 93.4 (North Isle of Man), 98.4 
mae Isle of Man (Ramsey), 91.2 (Laxey), 102.4 (Peel), 105.2 
m (Maughold) 


= Licence area Analogue frequencies 


ae ames r Guernsey and S 104,7 FM (Guernsey), 93.7 (Alderney) 


Manx eoan 97.2 FM (Carnane), 89.0 (Snafell), 103.7 
Radio (Jurby), 89.5 (Peel) and 1368 AM 


104.2 (Ramsey), 104.2 (Port St. Mary), 105.0 
FM Isle of Man (South and East Isle of Man), 105.6, 106.2 
(Peel) 


Local digital (DAB+) stations[edit] 


Alea Radio North West Wales and 
=e West Cheshire 


scout NE Wales and W Cheshire 
ee 
NE Wales and W Cheshire 
tens Guildford 


Also available on 


London 1548 AM 


Love 80s 
Liverpool 


NE Wales and W Cheshire 


Nation Radio NE Wales and W Cheshire 


Nation Radio 
London 


10C (Surrey), 12A 


Radio Atlantis Surrey and Lincolnshire Tea 


Radio Maria 
A T Sa London 
England 


weet tol lhe NE Wales and W Cheshire 
Radio 


NE Wales and W Cheshire 


Community radio stations[edit] 


Licence area Analogue 
frequencies 


Abbey104 Sherborne 104.7 FM On Air: 16 
February 


Analogue 
frequencies 


AHBS 


On Air: 19 
Ashford in Kent 107.1 FM May 2011 
On Air: 11 
AIR 107.2 Weymouth and Portland 107:2 1EM May 2013 
On Air: 1 
Alive Radio Dumfries 107.3 FM September 
2009 
l On Air: 
ALL FM South, Central and East Manchester | 96.9 FM ee 
May 2002 


f Analogue 
Licence area 2 
frequencies 


Amber Sound OMe Le 
cy, | Amber Valley, Derbyshire 107.2 FM September 
FM 
2008 
: On Air: 1 
Ambur Radio | Walsall 103.6 FM August 2009 
Andover On Air: 22 


On Air: 
89.3 FM February 
Angel Radio Portsmouth Also on DAB in 2002 
(Rortsmoutn) Iie m eer South (formerly 
Hampshire 101.1 FM in 
Havant) 


Taunton, Somerset ee 
ar 
smn amam mam at 


tame ame enc 
Licence area a 
frequencies 
On Air: 
2outhampton i 
: : On Air: 24 
High Wycombe 107.4 FM March 2011 
BangorFM | Bangor 107.9 FM tes A 
Bay FM On Air: 5 
On Air: 1 
BCB 106.6fm | Bradford 106.6 FM March 2002 


On Air: 16 
The Beat. Harlesden, London 103.6 FM April 2007 
London (formerly 

BANG Radio) 


tame ame enc 
Licence area a 
frequencies 
On Air: 30 


On Air: 26 
Betar Bangla | Hackney, London 1503 AM December 
2010 


On Air: 20 
Beverley FM | Beverley 107.8 FM January 
2015 
. On Air: 8 


ae On Air: 5 
Northern Aldergrove and Antrim 106.5 FM March 2008 
Ireland 
On Air: 5 
Holywood 101.0 FM March 2008 
BFBS UK On Air: 11 
Bases Aldershot 102.5 FM December 
2006 
Blandford 89.3 FM, 1287 On Air: 23 
a AM (Bovington) August 2012 


Catterick 106.9 FM, 87.7 On Air: 11 
(Leconfield), May 2006 
1287 AM 
(Ripon), 1287 
(Topcliffe), 1287 


rel 
Licence area 5 
frequencies 
as lial 


107.0 FM, 1287 
AM 
(Bassingbourn), 
Colchester 1287 
(Wattisham), 
1287 
(Woodbridge) 


98.5 FM 
Edinbugh, 87.7 
Scand (Inverness), 87.7 | On Air: 14 
= (Fort George), August 2006 
1287 AM 
(Glencourse) 
On Air: 11 
Salisbury Plain 106.8 FM December 
2006 
: On Air: 
iene Brize Norton 106.1 FM October 
as 2018 
On Air: 
BEB Se culeie ey orice 105.4 FM October 
Carle 2019 


On Air: 1 
S November 
E Birmingham 89.1 FM 2005 
Radio (formerly 
Aston FM) 


Stare ems eel 
Licence area i 
frequencies 
' : On Air: 22 
BigglesFM Biggleswade 104.8 DM April 2011 
On Air: 31 
Bishop FM Bishop Auckland 105.9 FM October 
2009 
Black Cat On Air: 17 


On Air: 1 
Black January 
Country Stourbridge 102.5 FM 2008 
Radio (formerly 
The Bridge) 


oN py East and Central Midlothian Near 
= 


On Air: July 
2018 


Bounce FM Banbridge 102.4 FM 


tame ams eel 
Licence area 7 
frequencies 

December 

2007 

On Air: 13 
ey SHO Bradley Stoke, Bristol 103.4 FM September 
Radio Ltd 

2013 

On Air: 30 
ora Isle of Sheppey 95.6 FM October 
FM 2006 

On Air: 18 
BRfm 97.3 Blaenau Gwent 97.3 FM October 

2007 


, On Air: 31 
Vale of Glamorgan 98.1 FM March 2009 
On Air: 2 
Buchan Radio | Peterhead 107.9 FM February 
2019 
Burgess Hill eal sure 2a 
: 
; Burgess Hill 103.8 FM October 
Radio 
2018 
Bute Island Rothera ae Bute On Air: 15 
Radio nomesay oh y July 2009 
: s On Air: 8 


eel 
Licence area f a 
requencies 
On Air: 1 
On Air: 1 
Cambridge 97.2 FM October 
2010 
Cambridge ; On Air: 20 
Cambridge 105.0 FM July 2010 
CamGlen On Air: 19 
Rado Cambuslang and Rutherglen 107.9 FM March 2015 


Carillon On Air: 14 
Wellbeing West Leicestershire 1476 AM January 
Radio 2019 

On Air: 8 
Radio Cardiff | Cardiff 98.7 FM October 

2007 
Radio On Air: 22 
ReneS Suffolk and North Essex 648 AM December 
Caroline 

2017 
Castledown CMDS 
Radio Tidworth 104.7 FM November 

o] 2006 

On Air: 14 
The Cat Crewe and Nantwich 107.9 FM February 

2015 


: Analogue 
Licence area i 
frequencies 


Celtic Music e e 
; Glasgow 95.0 FM January 
Radio 
2008 
i On Air: 
CHBN Radio Truro 100.8 FM August 2014 
On Air: 18 
CCR 104.4 Chelmsford 104.4 FM March 2017 


On Air: 24 
Chorley FM Chorley 102.8 FM November 
2006 


City Beal 103.2 FM On Air: 6 
E 2 Preston (formerly October 
; Preston FM) 2008 


On Air: 5 
Coast November 
FM (formerl 2016 (Coast 
Peni Y | Penzance 96.5, 97.2 FM FM), 30 
Penwith 
Radio) August 2014 
(Penwith 
Radio) 


Community : On Air: 10 

Voice FM Middlesbrough 104.5 FM August 2009 
On Air: 5 

Corby Radio 96.3 FM December 
2009 


eel 
Licence area i 
frequencies 

Crescent 

Rdg Rochdale 
On Air: 28 

Stoke-on-Trent 101.8 FM February 

2002 

Cross 

Rhythms 

P 


On Air: 12 
September 
2006 


On Air: 29 
March 2007 


lymouth 
On Air: 1 
i a 2013 
2013 


On Air: 4 
January 
2007 


CSR 97.4FM Canterbury 


On Air: 11 
Dales Radio Yorkshire Dales O e U o P January 
936 AM 
2016 
On Air: 28 


Davant On Air: 01 
Radio Y Daventr On-line only December 
2018 
; ; On Air: 24 
Dean Radio | Cinderford 105.6 FM August 2018 


toe name rel 
Licence area a 
frequencies 
‘ 1602 AM On Air: May 
aauinel Also Sky 0169 |2002 
eo 
Luton 


On Air: April 
‘ On Air: 30 
Downpatrick : 


On Air: 27 
Drive 105 Derry 105.3 FM January 

2009 
Bine On Air: 16 
—rystone- South Craven 103.5 FM January 
Radio 

2009 
Dunoon On Air: 1 
Community Dunoon 97.4 FM December 
Radio 2009 
East Coast F On Air: 27 
FM East Lothian 107.6 FM April 2013 

On Air: 5 
EAVA FM Leicester 102.5 FM December 

2008 


tame ams eel 
Licence area a 
frequencies 
! On Air: July 
Endeavour On Air: 22 
Erewash On Air: 6 
On Air: 13 
On Air: 1 
103 The Eye | Melton Mowbray 103.0 FM November 
2005 


On Air: 15 
Raidió Failte | Belfast 107.1 FM September 
2006 
EnA On Air: 29 
TIR Devizes 97.0 FM February 
2012 
: On Air: 25 
Nottingham 97.1 FM March 2002 


On Air: 5 
Felixstowe 107.5 FM September 
2009 


Felixstowe 
Radio 


Fiesta FM Southampton 95.0 FM On Air: 17 


Analogue 


Licence area A 
frequencies 


September 
2018 


On Air: 14 
February 
First FM Oxford 105.1 FM 2014 
(formerly 
Destiny 105) 
On Air: 19 
Flame CCR Wirral 1521 AM December 
2009 
On Air: 1 July 
Flex FM London 101.4 FM 2018 


Verwood ou 4 July 


107.8 FM 
Future Radio | Norwich (formerly 96.9 
FM) 


On Air: 6 
August 2007 


tame ems eel 
Licence area a 
frequencies 

: On Air: 28 

88.4 FM ae 

Gaydio Manchester Also on DAB in eee 
London (11B) 

Glastonbury On Air: 30 

FM Glastonbury 107.1 FM April 2009 

On Air: 21 


GFM 

On Air: 1 
Gravity FM Grantham 97.2 FM December 

2008 
Great On Air: 2 
Driffield Great Driffield 1072 December 
Radio 2018 

: On Air: 24 

Gulshan On Air: 11 
Sere Wolverhampton 106.9 FM February 
Radio 

2016 
Halton R 
Community Runcorn 92.3 FM DA 

5 August 2008 

Radio 


: Analogue 
Licence area i 
frequencies 


Harborough PMs 
Harborougn 
Market Harborough 102.3 FM February 
FM 
2007 
Harbour On Air: 30 
Great Yarmouth 107.4 FM August 2017 


Radio On Air: 14 
EH Hartlepool 102.4 FM October 
Hartlepool 2008 
On Air: 1 
Hayes FM Hayes, west London 91.8 FM September 
2007 


Hermitage nies Ue 
— Coalville and Ashby-de-la-Zouch 99.2 FM November 
FM 
2009 
Heritage On Air: 5 
Radio Manchester 90.6 FM June 2016 
On Air: 1 
Coventry 98.6 FM June 2009 
On Air: 28 
HitMix Radio | Newcastle-under-Lyme 107.5 FM November 
2015 
Bournemouth and Poole and Christc On Air: 1 
p re, eae . 
90.1 Hope FM AUPE 90.1 FM May 2007 


: Analogue 
Licence area 5 
frequencies 


On Air: 8 
November 
Hot Radio 102.8 FM 2008 
(formerly 
The Bay) 


Poole x 
: On Air: 6 
a R East Hull 107.5 FM February 
2015 
: On Air: 23 
On Air: 
Kane FM Guildford 103.7 FM October 
2011 
Egham : 
Northampton : 


pe a 
a 
poe a a 


On Air: 8 
Radio Ikhlas Normanton, Derby 107.8 FM September 
2006 


eel 
Licence area ; 
frequencies 
lpswich On Air: 
: n Air: 15 
community 
Communit 105.7 FM August 2007 
Radio 
Irvine Beat : ; On Air: 12 
= Irvine, North Ayrshire 107.2 FM August 2013 
On Air: 10 
UR FM 101.4 FM October 
2007 
On Air: 15 
Radio LaB Luton 97.1 FM October 
2010 


On Air: 28 
Kane FM Guildford 103.7 FM October 
2011 
f On Air: 18 
th 


K 
K 


ei 107.7 FM - 
Community Keith and Moray evening opt-out 
Radio of MFR FM 


On Air: 25 
Kemet Radio | Nottingham 97.5 FM January 
2007 
; On Air: 


tame teams eel 
Licence area z 
frequencies 
On Air: 
Koast Radio Ashington 106.6 FM December 
2015 
Kirkcaldy 


On Air: 23 
Kohinoor FM | Leicester 97.3 FM December 
Zoa 2008 
On Air: 
; l On Air: 6 


Lincoln City On Air: 19 


Radio On Air: 1 
Leyland Leyland TOREEN April 2019 
On Air: 
Sheffield 96.7 FM February 
2016 


Lionheart f On Air: 30 


Maritime : On Air: 20 
Ro Greenwich 96.5 FM April 2019 


Analogue 
frequencies 


May 2011 


105.7 FM 
(Stonehaven), 
Mearns FM Stonehaven and South 106.2 FM . On Air: 6 
ae aaa Aberdeenshire (Inverbervie), June 2009 
107.3 FM 
(Laurencekirk) 


Se f On Air: 1 
Meridian FM East Grinstead 107.0 FM March 2010 
E , On Air: July 
Miskin Radio | North West Kent i 4 2012 


On Air: 7 
September 
2015 

Milton Keynes 106.3 FM Also on DAB 
in Herts, 
Beds and 
Bucks (10D) 


On Air: 12 


Moorlands On Air: 7 
Nr Sy TA as Staffordshire Moorlands 103.7 FM November 
Radio 
2009 
Radio Newark | Newark 107.8 FM On Air: 2 
Also on DAB+ May 2015 
Digital Radio in 


Analogue 
frequencies 


rime ams 
NE1lfm 


New Style 
Radio 


i aa 


Newcastle upon Tyne 


= 


102.5 FM 


98.7 FM 


961097107 
102.3, 102.4 FM 


Lisburn's 
98FM 


NLive Radio 


North 


106.9 FM 


Manchester 106.6 FM 
EM 


BuT ound Forest Gate, London 92.0 FM 
Radio 

Oldham Oldham 99.7 FM 
Community 


Northampton 


North Manchester 


Newport, Shropshire 


On Air: 8 


June 2007 


On Air: 14 
August 2002 


On Air: 1 
August 1994 


NOTE: On air 
from 1994 asa 
commercial 
station until 
switching to a 
community 
licence in 2013 


On Air: 30 
September 
2011 


On Air: 30 
September 
2016 
(formerly 
NNBC) 


On Air: 6 July 
2009 


On Air: 1 


August 2015 


On Air: 19 
March 2007 


On Air: 17 


: Analogue 
Licence area i 
frequencies 


On Air: 1 
Paisley FM Paisley 107.5 FM February 
2019 
On Air: 
Panj Radio Coventry 1521 AM December 
2016 
On Air: 1 
Peace FM Moss Side, Manchester 90.1 FM October 
2009 
Pendle PR 
Community Nelson 103.1 FM Poar Oe 
: August 2007 
Radio 
A ; On Air: 6 


Peterborough 

Community On Air: 14 
Radio (PCR Peterborough 103.2 FM April 2017 
FM) 

; On Air: 23 
Phoenix On Air: 10 
Rado Halifax 96.7 FM December 
cate 2007 

On Air: 15 
Phonic FM Exeter 106.8 FM February 
2008 


On Air: 1 
Platform B Brighton 95.0 FM October 

2018 

On Air: 28 


tame ann enc se 
Licence area : 
frequencies 
On Air: 9 
Purbeck On Air: April 
Coast FM Sea Toeri 2019 
Pride FM Newcastle upon Tyne 89.2 FM A 9 July 


On Air: 31 
Raaj FM West Bromwich 91.3 FM January 
2009 
; On Air: 8 


On Air: 20 
Radio Plus Coventry 101.5 FM December 
2010 


Radio re 
Ramadhan Glasgow 1530 AM CATE Nay 
2019 
365) 
Red Kite On Air: 18 
Rador” Thame and Haddenham 107.2 FM June 2017 
On Air: 27 
Redroad FM South Rotherham 102.4 FM March 2010 
On Air: 18 
prezent South London 107.3 FM March 2011 
Resonance On Air: 1 


; À On Air: 26 
Radio Reverb | Brighton 97.2 FM March 2007 


Revival FM Cumbernauld 100.8 FM, 93.0 On Air: 31 


On Air: 12 
QUAY-FM Alderney, Channel Islands 107.1 FM February 
2015 


: Analogue 
Licence area 5 
frequencies 


ei Treorchy 106.1 FM, 97.5 On Air: 29 
Radio (Ferndale) July 2018 
: : On Air: 25 
On Air: 
Rinse FM London 106.8 FM February 
2011 


101 OFM On Air: 30 
RNIB Connect | Glasgow Also Freeview : 
730 March 2007 


On Air: 22 
Haslingden and Rawtenstall 104.7 FM December 
2018 


Rossendale 
Radio 


On Air: 13 
RWSfm 103.3 | Bury St Edmunds 103.3 FM August 2010 


On Air: 1 
Saint FM Burnham-on-Crouch : December 
2007 


Salford City Sel 0 
7 Salford 94.4 FM September 
Radio 
2007 

: On Air: 30 

Salaam Radio | Peterborough 106.2 FM June 2016 
7 ; ; On Air: 01 
Shire Radio Kettering On-line only April 2019 


On Air: 2 
Radio Saltire | East Lothian FM 106.7, 107.2 | December 
2018 
Radio : On Air: 8 
Huddersfield 107.9 FM May 2016 


tame ems eel 
Licence area 5 
frequencies 
On Air: 3 


Radio Scilly Isles of Scilly 107.9 FM September 
2007 


On Air: 9 
Seahaven FM | Seaford, Newhaven and Peacehaven January 
2011 


105.3 On Air: 5 
= Holderness 105.3 FM October 
Seaside FM 5007 
On Air: 1 
Radio Seerah | Leicester 1575 AM February 
2019 
oe On Air: 26 
106.9 SFM Sittingbourne 3 
i On Air: 29 
o RE Sheffield 93.2 FM October 
TESA 2007 
On Air: 1 
shmuFM Aberdeen 99.8 FM October 
2007 
: i On Air: 11 
On Air: 26 
Sine FM Doncaster 102.6 FM September 
2009 


Skyline On Air: 7 


Community Hedge End and Botley 102.5 FM January 
Radio 2006 


On Air: 17 
Soundart Totnes 102.5 FM December 
2008 


Somer Valley | Midsomer Norton and Radstock 97.5 FM On Air: 12 
FM January 


: Analogue 
Licence area ; 
frequencies 


On Air: 28 

On Air: 26 
p Sunderland 107.0 FM October 

2009 


Spark FM 
eeeveound On Air: 4 
or ae Badenoch and Strathspey 107.1 FM Hellas: 


: On Air: 8 
p Newcastle upon lyne . 
Spice FM Newcastle upon Tyne 98.8 FM August 2008 


: On Air: 28 
Radio st. St Austell 105.6 FM January 
Austell Bay 

2008 
On Air: 25 
Sunny Govan On Air: 28 
: On Air: 
Sates Belfast 104.9 FM January 
as) 2019 
: l : On Air: 15 
Susy Radio Redhill and Reigate 103.4 FM july 2012 
Swindon : On Air: 15 
; eee On Air: 30 


Takeover A On Air: 5 
Sutton-in-Ashfield 106.9 FM On Air: 1 


: Analogue 
Licence area i 
frequencies 


Tameside ; Cin Ars eI 
aa Tameside 103.6 FM September 
= 2007 

On Air: 31 
Radio October 
ERETON Tamworth 106.8 FM 2009 
Tamworth 

(formerly 

TCR FM) 


: 3 On Air: 30 
TD1 Radio Galashiels 106.5 FM March 2015 
On Air: 11 
Tempo FM Wetherby 107.4 FM September 
2006 


l S On Air: 2 
10Radio Wiveliscombe, Somerset 105.3 FM March 2008 


102.8 FM 
(formerly On Air: 4 
The Thread North East Cheshire Canalside December 
Community 2008 
Radio) 
On Air: 1 
Radio Tircoed | Tircoed, Swansea 106.5 FM December 
2008 
On Air: 18 
On Air: 14 
TMCR North East Doncaster 95.3 FM December 
2009 
On Air: 29 
Tone FM Taunton 107.8 FM February 
2013 


Tudno FM Llandudno 107.8 FM On Air: 12 


: Analogue 
Licence area i 
frequencies 


S O A 


On Air: 12 
Unity 101 Southampton 101.1 FM December 
2005 
Unity FM Birmingham 93.5 FM On Air: 2 
A ` August 2006 


Newport Isle of Wight 104.6 FM 
Radio On Air: 7 July 
! On Air: 8 


On Air: 20 
Vixen 101 Market Weighton 101.8 FM November 
2008 


On Air: 1 
Voice FM Southampton 103.9 FM September 
2011 
The Voice North Devon 106.1 On Air: 
(Barnstaple), March 2014 
107.8 (Bideford 


On Air: 
2010 


: Analogue 
Licence area 5 
frequencies 


Radio : On Air: 20 


—_ On Air: 1 
Community Warminster 106.5 FM tee 
April 2012 
Radio 
On Air: 30 
WCR FM Wolverhampton 101.8 FM March 2007 


On Air: 13 
Westside FM | Hanwell 89.6 FM September 
2007 
West On Air: 22 
Somerset Minehead 104.4 FM October 
Radio 2018 


106.9FM : On Air: 26 
WHCR Kingston upon Hull 106.9 FM March 2007 
Radio ; On Air: 18 
Wycombe On Air: 31 
<= | High Wycombe 106.6 FM October 
Sound 
2016 
Wythenshaw On Air: 22 
Wythenshawe, Greater Manchester 97.2 FM March 2002 
: On Air: 27 


On Air: 13 
September 
Your FM Stockport 107.8 FM 2007 
(formerly 
Pure 107.8) 


Youthcomm Worcester 106.7 FM On Air: 13 
Radio January 


Name 


Zack FM 


Zetland FM 


Licence area 


Forest Heath 


Redcar 


Analogue 


Notes 


frequencies 


105.3 FM 


105.0 FM 


Former community radio stations[edit] 


2008 


On Air: 22 
June 2009 


On Air: 31 
August 2015 


The followed stations have closed down and returned their licences to Ofcom 


Licence area 


Name 
elmo Chelmsford 
Sound Radio | Hackney 
TGR Sound Bexleyheath 
Vibe FM Enniskillen 
ata dio Cinderford 
Link FM Harold Hill 
Féile FM Belfast 


Analogue 


frequencies 


104.4 FM 


1503 AM 


103.7 FM 


105.3 FM 


1521 AM, 1503 
Newent 


92.2 FM 


103.2 FM 


Notes 


Closed Feb 2007 


Closed June 2007 


Closed 22 Jun 
2008 


Closed October 
2009 


Closed 31 Dec 
2009 


Closed: 28 Jun 
2010 


Closed 25 March 


k Analogue 
Licence area 7 
frequencies 


Closed 23 June 
À ! , DAB 11C (Cardiff Closed 20 July 
seat Caerphilly and Newport) 2011 
Wayland Closed 27 August 
Radio Wayland, Norfolk 107.3 FM 2011 


Burngreave Eei 
e Burngreave, Sheffield 103.1 FM September 2011 


Radio f Closed: November 
Sandwell Sandwell, West Midlands 106.9 FM 2011 


107.9 FM (Port 
XS (formerly 
a ohare Neath and Port Talbot Talbot), Closed 13 


Afan FM) 97.4 (Neath) December 2011 


Cheshire FM | Mid Cheshire 92.5 FM ees eT) anaary 


Closed 5 March 


Rossendale ; 2012 (returned on 
Radio Haslingden and Rawtenstall | 104.7 FM irin Dea Gar 


2018) 


Diversity FM Lancaster 103.5 FM Closed 31 March 


Licence area Analogue 
frequencies 
: Closed 8 June 
Lymington : 5012 


Hammersmith, London 101.4 FM Closed January 
Hoke MAMA DKS SHELA 2013 
Closed 2 October 
Closed 12 


Closed 4 August 
2014 (due to 
Ballykinler 107.5 FM closure of the 
Abercorn 
Barracks) 
The Closed 16 
Superstation Anay LOE FU November 2014 
; Closed December 
Kirkby Lonsdale 106.6 FM 5014 
Shine FM Banbridge 102.4 FM TrA Ae ene 
Radio Closed 19 
Sunlight SRE Toe EN February 2016 


me tent enc 
Licence area i 
frequencies 
98.8 Castle , ; Closed February 
Leith and North Edinburgh 2016 


Voice of Closed March 
Africa Radio Sator Penne et 2016 


Radio Barnard Caeiie 105:51EMTIO02T 
Teesdale gs Ts aes (Romaldkirk) 


West Wolds Closed 30 
Radio Pocklington TOS N September 2016 


Closed July 2016 


106.1 FM (Truro), 
The Hub Mid Cornwall TE a a 
; 2016 
and Mevagissey) 
Radio Jcom Leeds 1386 AM Closed November 
2016 
Tulip Radio Spalding, Lincolnshire 107.5 FM Be SU EINE 


North East 
IMAN FM Sheffield and South West OSI Closed July 2017 
Rotherham 


Name Licence area 
Brecks FM Watton, Norfolk 
Brick FM St Boswells 
An Radio Uist 
a Bodelwyddan 
Clwyd 
Wirral Radio Wirral 
Cross 
Rhythms Stockton-on-Tees 
Teeside 
Demon FM Leicester 
Radio BGWS Farnborough 


Analogue 
frequencies 


106.9 FM 


103.0 FM 


105.2 FM 


1287 AM 


92.1 FM, DAB 


107.1 FM 


107.5 FM 


1179 AM 


Small scale trial DAB multiplexes[edit] 


Notes 


Closed 3 
December 2017 


Closed December 
2017 


Closed February 
2019 


Closed February 
2019 


Closed 1 March 
2018 


Closed April 2019 


Closed 3 May 


2019 


Closed May 2019 


Small scale multiplexes licensed by OFCOM for a trial period until 31 March 2020 
allowing a "more affordable way for smaller stations to broadcast on DAB digital radio": 


Licence Multiplex 
area operator 
Brighton 
Brighton and Hove 
Radio 
Portsmout | Solent 
h Wireless 
Mancheste | Niocast 
r Digital 


Frequen 


9A 


7D 


10B 


cy 


On-air 
date 


31 July 
2015 


19 August 
2015 


28 August 
2015 


Stations 


DAB+: 1BTN, 11disco, 80s 
Rhythm, Angel Vintage, 
auraltime, Atmosphere Radio, 
Classical 1, Gaydio, Metal 
Meyhem Radio, Mi-House, Mi- 
Soul, NME1, Platform B, Radio 
Caroline, Radio Reverb, 
Resonance, Starpoint Soul, Solar 
Radio, Totally Radio and 
University Radio Falmer 


Express FM 

DAB+: 45 Radio, 80s Rhythm, 
Atmosphere Radio, auraltime, 
Awaaz FM, BFBS Portsmouth, 
Celtic Music Radio, Chris 
Country, Cosoro Radio, Delite 
Radio, Flash, Gaydio, Goldmine 
DAB, Little Radio, News Radio 
UK, Passion Radio, Radio 
Caroline, SAM FM, Skylab Radio, 
Starpoint Soul, The Breeze, 
Totally Radio, United DJs, 
Weather 24/7 Radio and 60s 


Fix Radio 

DAB+: Radio Atlantis, Cheesy 
FM, Chris Country, Cosoro Radio, 
Delite Radio, Gaydio, Heritage 
Radio, Hope FM, Imagine Radio, 
London Greek Radio, Love 80s 
Manchester, MAX 80s, My 45 
Radio, Radio Dead, Radio 
Diamond, Radio Sangam, 
Revolution 962, RootsnRockerz, 
Strawberry Radio, Sunrise Radio 
(Yorkshire), Unity Radio and XS 
Manchester. 


Licence Multiplex Frequen On-air 


area operator cy date SUTIN 
BCfm 93.2, BSR 103.4 FM, Sam 
FM, Somer Valley FM, The 
5 Breeze and Ujima Radio 
Celador DAB+: Angel Vintage, BFBS 
Bristol Radio on eres Ghurka Radio, Classic Hits, 


Goldmine DAB, Hub Radio, 
NOODS Radio and Resonance 
Extra 


Future Radio, Radio Norwich 

DAB+: 45 Radio, Angel Vintage, 

Cambridge 105, Chris Country, 
Future Classical 1, Crackers Radio, NME 


Nenuich Digital 9A RA i, NME 2, Radio Atlantis, Radio 
eats se! Norfolk r 2015 Caroline, Resonance Extra, 
Limited Skylab Radio, Spectrum Radio, 
Solar Radio, Totally Radio, 
United DJs, Weather 24/7 and 
Zack FM 
Angel Vintage, Cambridge 105, 
Chris Country, Dubai Now, 
lal Gaydio and Star Radio 
Cambridge | UKRD 7A Septembe | DAB+: Atlantis, Black Cat Radio, 
n2015 Crackers Radio, HCR104fm, 
Radio Maria England, Resonance 
Extra and Zack FM 
North East | Switch 9A 14 Angel Vintage, Big City Radio, 
Birmingha | Radio Septembe | Gaydio, Gorgeous FM and 
m 2015 London Greek Radio 


DAB+: Ambur Radio, auraltime, 
Black Country Radio, Fresh, Like 
Radio, My 45 Radio, Radio 
Caroline, Radio Central, Radio 
Sangam, Solar Radio, Starpoint 
Soul, Switch Radio, The Beat 
(MKFM), Touch FM and Unity FM 


Licence 
area 


Aldershot 


London 


Glasgow 


Multiplex 
operator 


BFBS 
Aldershot 


U.DAB 


Brave 


Broadcastin 


g 


RSL stations[edit] 


Temporary Restricted Service Licence stations are licensed by Ofcom and broadcast for 
up to 28 days. RSLs are used for a number of purposes including coverage of events 
and festivals, trial broadcasts by groups aiming to launch a full-time service, student 
radio and training projects and religious festivals including the Sikh festival Vaisakhi, the 
Muslim month of Ramadan, Jehovah's Witness conventions and Christian events such 


as Easter and Christmas. 


Frequen 
cy 


8A 


9A 


10B 


On-air 
date 


19 
October 
2015 


29 
October 
2015 


3 
Decembe 
r 2015 


Stations 


Angel Vintage, BFBS Aldershot, 
BFBS Beats, BFBS Gurkha Radio, 
Radio Caroline, Radio Woking 
and The Breeze 

DAB+: auraltime, Brooklands 
Radio, Cheesy FM and Weather 
24/7 


Rainbow Radio and Reprezent 
DAB+: Angel Vintage, Atlantis, 
Delite Radio, Desi Radio, London 
Greek Radio, NME 1, NuSound 
Radio, Radio Caroline, 
Resonance, Resonance Extra, 
Rinse FM, Solar Radio, The Beat 
London and Zone 1 


Gaydio, Nation Radio and YOUR 
Radio 

DAB+: 45 Radio, Angel Vintage, 
Awaz FM Glasgow, BFBS 
Scotland, Celtic Music Radio, 
Chris Country, Crackers Radio, 
Delite Radio, London Greek 
Radio, Matryoshka Radio, News 
Radio UK, Paisley FM, Radio 
Caroline, Radio Ramadhan 365, 
Revival 93FM, Sunrise Radio 
(Yorkshire), United Radio and 
Visitor Radio 


The following list is a small selection of regular RSL stations which have been set up to 
cover various festivals and events across the UK: 


Name Licence area 
Radio 
Arbain Eastbourne 
en Bournemouth 
Radio 
Air Tattoo Fairford, 
Live Gloucestershire 
Radio Badminton 
Badminton House 
BSB Radio Various race 
ras circuits 
Radio 
ead RAF Cosford 
Lines, Cowes 
Radio ras 
Download. Donington Park 
EM 
Lincolnshire | Lincolnshire 
Show Radio | Showground 


Typical air 
dates 


August 


August 


July 


May 


Spring / Summer 


June 


August 


June 


June 


Analogue frequencies 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of 
Eastbourne International 
Airshow 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of 
Bournemouth Air Festival 


87.7 FM - Coverage of the 
Royal International Air Tattoo 


87.9 FM - Live coverage of 
Badminton Horse Trials 


87.7 FM - Coverage of British 
Superbikes Championship 


87.9 FM - Live coverage of 
Cosford Air Show 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of 
Cowes Week 


87.7 FM - Coverage of the 
Download Festival 


107.8 FM - Coverage of the 
Lincolnshire Show operated 
by Lincs FM 


Name Licence area 
ne = ai Varies 
Radio 
7 Up to 29 local 

= RSLs across the 
Ramadan 

UK 
Radio Silverstone 
Silverstone | Circuit 
Ulster f 
Grand Prix Parnes Co 
Radio 
Live @ 7 
Wimbledon e 
Radio 

Mailmespury 
WOMAD Malmesbur 
Worthy FM | Glastonbury 
Summerfest | Haddenham 
Radio Buckinghamshire 


Typical air 


dates 


July 


During period 
of Ramadan and Ei 


August 


June / July 


July 


June 


June - July 


Analogue frequencies 


87.7 FM - Coverage of the 
Open Golf Championship 


87.7 FM 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of the 
British Formula One Grand Prix 


107.8 FM - Live coverage of 
the Ulster Grand Prix 
motorcycling event 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of 
Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships with Centre 
Court commentary on 96.3 FM 
and Number One court 
commentary on 97.8 FM 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of the 
WOMAD music festival 


87.7 FM - Live coverage of the 
Glastonbury Festival 


87.9 FM 


Student and schools radio[edit] 


Most universities plus a number of schools and colleges operate student radio stations 
with the vast majority only available online. The Student Radio Association represents 
around 65 student stations. 


The following stations are available via an FM community licence or via LPAM and LPFM 


transmitters: 
Licence area Frequencies 


Lancaster University 87.7 FM - LPFM 


See community radio listings 
for full details 


| Blast 1386AM Reading College 1386 AM - LPAM 
| BURST University of Bristol 1134 AM - LPAM 


University of Cambridge, Anglia See community radio listings 


Bournemouth University 


Ruskin University for full details 


University of Hertfordshire 1278 AM - LPAM 


| See community radio listings 
CSR 97.4FM Canterbury oral deci 

| Eresh FM Petroc, Barnstaple FM 87.7 - LPFM 

| THIS Radio Liverpool Hope University 1350 AM - LPAM 


| Hub Radio University of the West of 1449 AM - LPAM 
England, Bristol 


Licence area Frequencies 


Royal Holloway, University of See community radio listings 
London for full details 


Knutsford AM Knutsford High School 1350 AM - LPAM 


University of Bedfordshire La ako eing 
University of East Anglia 
Queen's University Belfast 


Insanity Radio 


Ramair University of Bradford 1350 AM - LPAM 
University of Warwick 1251 AM - LPAM 


The Roseland Community 
College, Tregony 


Siren FM University of Lincoln See COM MATEY AANEEN 
for full details 
Source FM Falmouth University oe community aee Nee 
for full details 
: See community radio listings 
University of sunderland : 
Spark FM University of Sunderland for tull derie 


Radio Roseland 87.7 FM - LPFM 


Name Licence area Frequencies 


Stag Radio University of Surrey 1350 AM - LPAM 
Storm FM Bangor University 87.7 FM - LPFM (Ffriddoedd) 
Surge University of Southampton 1287 AM - LPAM 


University Radio 


Bath University of Bath 1449 AM - LPAM 

i i i . . . 
University Radio Radio University of Nottingham 1350 AM - LPAM 
Nottingham 
University Radio | University of York 1350 AM - LPAM 
York 
UWS Radio University of the West of Scotland | DAB Digital 11B (Ayr) 

: 87.7 FM - LPFM (Moberly) 

Apression FM 
Xpression FM University of Exeter 87.7 FM PEM (Lafrowda) 
Xtreme Radio Swansea University 1431 AM - LPAM 


Hospital radio stations[edit] 


Typically available within the grounds of a single hospital, these stations broadcast to 
bedside units and occasionally public areas of the hospital. Hospital radio is free of 
charge on bedside entertainment systems operated by Hospedia and Premier Bedside 
and an increasing number of stations are available online. 


Around 200 stations are supported by the Hospital Broadcasting Association (HBA). 


The following stations are available via LPAM or LPFM transmitters or as Ofcom licensed 
community stations: 


AHBS (Ashford 
Hospital 
Broadcasting 
Service) 


Anker Radio 
Apple FM 


Hospital Radio 
Basingstoke 


BHR 1287 


Bridge FM 
Hospital Radio 


Radio Brockley 


Radio Bronglais 


Canterbury 
Hospital Radio 


Carillon Radio 


Primary licence area 


William Harvey Hospital, Ashford 


George Eliot Hospital, Nuneaton 


Musgrove Park Hospital, Taunton 


North Hampshire Hospital, Basingstoke 


Basildon University Hospital 


Ashludie Hospital, Carsview 
Centre, Ninewells Hospital and Royal 
Victoria Hospital, Dundee 


Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Stanmore 


Bronglais Hospital, Aberystwyth 


Kent and Canterbury Hospital 


Loughborough Hospital, Coalville 
Hospital, Ashby de-la-Zouch 
Hospital, Melton Mowbray 
Hospital and Oakham Hospital 


See community radio 
listings 


1386 AM - LPAM 


See community radio 
listings 


945 AM - LPAM 


1287 AM - LPAM 


87.7 FM and DAB Digital 
Radio (11B) (Mon-Fri 
1200-1400, Sun-Thu 
1800-0000) 


999 AM - LPAM 
87.8 FM - LPFM 


945 AM - LPAM 


1386 AM - LPAM 
Loughborough and 
Coalville, 1431 AM - 
LPAM Ashby-de-la-Zouch 


Royal Cornwall Hospital, Truro; West Saacan s e 
CHBN Radio Cornwall Hospital, Penzance; St heeds y 
Michael's Hospital, Hayle g 
Radio Cavell Royal Oldham Hospital 1350 AM - LPAM 
Chichester. 7 St Richard's Hospital, Chichester 1431 AM - LPAM 
Hospital Radio 


Radio ; , , 
SAREE Clatterbridge Hospital, Wirral 1386 AM - LPAM 


LA e i 1287 AM - LPAM 
Crawley 


Epsom Hospital | Epsom Hospital and St Helier d 
: : eae cee Wired 
Radio Hospital, Epsom 
Radio Glangwili | Glangwili General Hospital, Carmarthen 87.7 FM - LPFM 


Hospital Radio : r y 
Leicester General Hospital, LEI Stel = 
Gwendolen Leicester General Hospital, Leicester 1287 AM - LPAM 
Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Weston Park 
HBS Radio Hospital, Northern General 1431 AM - LPAM 
Hospital, Sheffield 
Hemel Hospital Hemel Hempstead Hospital, Hemel 1350 AM - LPAM 
Radio Hempstead 


See community radio 
listings 


Inverness 


HoenicaliRadio Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 


Kingstown Radio | Hull Royal Infirmary Hospital, Hull 1350 AM - LPAM 


Furness General Hospital, Barrow-in- 
Furness 


Luton and 

Dunstable Luton & Dunstable Hospital, Luton 1134 AM - LPAM 
Hospital Radio 

Mid Downs_ The Princess Royal Hospital, Hay 

Mid Downs . The Princess Royal Hospital, Haywards 1350 AM - LPAM 
Hospital Radio Heath 


Radio Lonsdale Wired/internet 


NH Sound Nevill Hall Hospital, Abergavenny 1287 AM - LPAM 


Radio 


PEA Rotherham General Hospital, Rotherham | 945 and 1350 AM - LPAM 
Nightingale 


Hospital Radio Derriford Hospital and Plymouth Royal 87.7 FM - LPFM 
Plymouth Eye Infirmary 


QA Hospital Queen Alexandra Hospital, Cosham, 
Radio Portsmouth 


Radio Redhill East Surrey Hospital, Redhill, Surrey 1431 AM - LPAM 


Ashford Hospital and St Peter's 
Hospital, Chertsey, Surrey 


Wired / Internet 


Radio Wey Wired / Internet 


Rookwood a 945 AM - LPAM 


Sound Hospital, Cardiff and University Hospital (Rookwood Hospital) 
ae Llandough 


Radio Royal Falkirk & District Royal _ . 
(Falkirk) Infirmary and Stirling Royal Infirmary Lai a aal E Lh 


Seaside Hospital | Worthing Hospital and Southlands 846AM - LPAM 
Radio Hospital, Shoreham-by-Sea (Southlands Hospital) 


Stoke 
Mandeville Stoke Mandeville Hospital 1575 AM - LPAM 
Hospital Radio 


E ea City 1386 Singleton Hospital, Swansea 1386 AM - LPAM 
Doncaster Royal 
Infirmary, Doncaster, Bassetlaw District 

Trust AM General Hospital, Worksop, Montagu Iotemet 
Hospital, Mexborough 


Freeman Hospital, Royal Victoria 

Infirmary, Newcastle upon See community radio 
Tyne and Queen Elizabeth listings 

Hospital, Gateshead 


Victoria Radio Victoria Hospital, Forth Park 
Network Hospital and Victoria Hospice, Kirkcaldy | 1°87 AM - LPAM 


Caca ez West Suffolk Hospital, Bury St Edmunds see oenina aeie 
Suffolk listings 


Radio Tyneside 


Name Primary licence area Frequency 


Withybush General. 
Withybush FM | Withybush General 87.7 FM - LPFM 
Hospital, Haverfordwest 


James Paget University 
Hospital, Gorleston-on-Sea area of Great_ | 1350 AM - LPAM 
Yarmouth 


Hospital Radio 
Yare 


Satellite radio stations[edit] 


Stations which are broadcast to the UK via satellite: 


EPG 


Name Format Comments 
number 
: Sky 0211, 
BFBS Radio UK forces radio Freesat 786 
EWTN Radio Catholic religious station | Sky 0147 
Kanshi Radio Asian station Sky 0205 
Khush Khabri. Asian Christian station Sky 0151 Formany AE 
Radio Radio 
Nenta Commercial speech Sky 0210 FM 106-108 in Republic 


station of Ireland 


FM 87.5 in Accra, 


Rainbow Radio | Ghanaian radio station Sky 0207 
Ghana 


News, current affairs, FM 88.2—90.0 in the 


Sky 0160, 
sport and music Beet: Vet, Republic of Ireland 


RTE Radio 1 


RTE 2FM 


RTE Raidió na 
Gaeltachta 


RTE Lyric FM 
Solar Radio 


Spectrum Radio 


Sukh Sagar 
Radio 


StarBeats Radio 


Trans World 
Radio 


UCB Ireland 


WRN Europe 


Sky 0164, 
Freesat 751 


Irish-language 
programming 


Sky 0165, 
Freesat 753 


Sky 0166, 


Classical music Freesat 752 


Soul, jazz and funk 


International radio 
station 


Gurbani station 


Caribbean music 


Sky 0138, 


Religious programming | Freesat 790 


Christian station aimed at 


Republic of Ireland Sky 0214 


Programming from 
international 
broadcasters 


Sky 0122, 
Freesat 728, 
Virgin 920 


Sky 0129 
Sky 0185 


Sky 0150 
Sky 0184 


oiie em 


FM 90.0-92.0 in 
Republic of Ireland 


FM 92.0-94.0 in 
Republic of Ireland 


FM 96.7-99.6 in 
Republic of Ireland 


LPAM, LPFM and other stations[edit] 


Licence area Frequencies 


1134 AM Bramcote, 
1134 Sandhurst, 1134 Catterick, 
BFBS Gurkha ; 1251 York 
Radio HAUT 1278 Shorncliffe, 1278 Stafford, 
1287 Maidstone, 1287 Brecon, 


1287 Blandford 


BFBS Radio 2 Online in UK 


| National Prison | Internal radio station for UK 


Radio prisons Sore lits 


Radio Silverstone 87.7 FM - LPFM (motor sport 
Silverstone Circuit, Northamptonshire meetings only) 


Radio Donington Park, Castle 87.7 FM - LPFM (motor sport 
Donington Donington meetings only) 


87.7 FM - LPFM (motor sport 


Radio Brands Brands Hatch, Kent š 
meetings only) 


Knockhill Racing 87.7 FM - LPFM (motor sport 
Circuit, Dunfermline meetings only) 


Radio Knockhill 


Santa Pod 96.2 FM - LPFM (motor sport 


Nitro FM Raceway, Northamptonshire | meetings only) 


1602 AM - LPAM (motor sport 
meetings only) 


Albion Radio West Bromwich Albion 106.9 FM - LPFM (home matchdays 


Radio Thruxton | Thruxton Circuit, Andover 


Name Licence area 


FC, West Bromwich 


oe Cheltenham Racecourse 
Radio 
60 North FM Shetland Islands Tourist Radio 


Sout al Khaleej | London 


Acacia Radio Annesley Woodhouse 


Brill AM Brill 
Leicester 

Community Leicester 
Radio 
Frequencies[edit] 


Frequencies 


only) 


87.7 FM - LPFM (horse racing 
meetings only) 


87.7 FM - six LPFM transmitters 


12A DAB (available on 100.8 FM in 
Doha, Qatar) 


1287 AM - LPAM 


1449 AM - LPAM 


1449 AM - LPAM 


To conserve space in the listings, the waveband has not been listed after each 


f 


requency, but they are easy to tell apart. 


Whole numbers always refer to a kHz (AM) frequency - i.e. 999 = 999 kHz. 
Decimal numbers always refer to a MHz (FM) frequency - i.e. 96.2 = 96.2 MHZ. 
A number and letter combination refers to a DAB channel - i.e. 12C = frequency 


block 12C on 227.360 MHZ. 


See also[edit] 


Radio in the UK 

Digital radio in the UK 

Radio in the Republic of Ireland 
List of British television channels 
List of Celtic-language media 
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e OFCOM Radio Broadcast Licensing 

e Ofcom Long Term RSL licences 
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e List of Hospital Broadcasting Association member stations 
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e Community Media Association 

e List of BBC national and local radio stations 
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e Radioplayer UK - Radio streaming service owned by the BBC, Global Radio, Bauer 
Media Group and RadioCentre 
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This is a list of notable events in the timeline of digital audio broadcasting in the 
UK. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o The BBC begins experimental transmissions of the DAB Eureka 147 standard 
from the Crystal Palace transmitting station 


e 1991 
o No events. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o No events. 


e 1994 


o No events. 


e 1995 
o 27 September - The BBC begins regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, from 
the Crystal Palace transmitting station. 


e 1996 
o The Broadcasting Act of 1996 allows the introduction of national, regional and 
local commercial ensembles in the United Kingdom.) 


e 1997 
o The first in-car DAB radios go on sale, at a cost of around £800. 


e 1998 
o 24 March - The Radio Authority advertises the first national commercial DAB 
multiplex. The Authority stipulates that the three analogue Independent National 
Radio stations will have a guaranteed berth on the multiplex. The licence is 
awarded to the sole applicant, GWR Group and NTL Broadcast to form Digital 
One. The original licence application included the following stations: 


e 1999 
o 15 November - Britain's first national commercial DAB digital 

radio multiplex, Digital One, goes on air to England, and parts of Scotland and 
Wales. The stations carried at launch include the three national commercial 
AM/FM services - Classic FM, Virgin Radio (now Absolute) and Talk Radio UK (now 
talkSPORT) - along with two new digital-first stations - fresh pop 
service Core and adult classic rock station Planet Rock, both then under the 
ownership of Classic FM's then parent (and Digital One shareholder) GWR Group. 
Digital One would extend its station lineup and transmission area over 
subsequent years, and became available to Northern Ireland from 2013 
(following the completion of digital television switchover in the UK and Republic 
of Ireland the prior autumn). 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o 2 May - Oneword begins broadcasting on Digital One.“ 
o 26 June - The Groove begins broadcasting. 
o 16 October - PrimeTime Radio begins broadcasting on Digital One. It provides a 
music service aimed at the over 50s. 
o The first hi-fi DAB tuners go on sale, at a cost of around £2,000. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 2 February - BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra is launched. It is the first of five 
digital only radio stations that the BBC will launch in 2002. 
o 11 March - BBC 6 Music is launched. 
o 16 August - BBC Radio 1Xtra launches. 


o 28 October - BBC Asian Network launches as a national station. 

o 15 December - BBC Radio 4 Extra is launched as BBC7. 

o Unknown - Smash Hits Radio begins broadcasting. 

o The cost of digital radios falls below £100 for the first time following the launch 
of Pure Digital's Evoke series of radios. 

2003 

o 1 January - A station named The Hits, carrying the audio of the Box Plus 
Network television channel of the same name, appears on DAB in London. 

o 1 April - The Hits on DAB switches away from the TV audio and becomes a 
dedicated radio stream, playing contemporary pop hits. 

o 1 July - The rolling news service on Digital One, provided by ITN, stops 
broadcasting. 

o 6 December - Bloomberg stops broadcasting on Digital One. 

2004 

o April - The Hits is removed from Emap's local DAB multiplexes in favour 
of Kerrang! Radio. 

o 1 May - KMFM Extra begins broadcasting across Kent. 

2005 

o Chill begins broadcasting. 

2006 

o 2 June - Primetime Radio closes after six years on air. 

o 10 July - Yorkshire Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 25 December - theJazz begins broadcasting on Digital One. 5 

2007 

o January - The Channel 4 Radio brand is launched by Channel 4.4 

o 27 March - Country music station |3C closes after eight years on air. 

2008 

o 11 January - 
= Birdsong Radio launches on the Digital One platform following the closure 

of Oneword.!! The station features recording of birdsong, a device first 
employed in 1992 as a test transmission for Classic FM. 

= Another of the original Digital One stations, Core Radio, stops broadcasting. 

o 12 January - The Forces Station BFBS begins a trial period of broadcasting 
nationwide across the UK on DAB from midnight. The trial ran until 23:59 on 31 
March 2008, and audience research carried out during this time concluded that it 
was successful. BFBS subsequently returned to DAB Digital Radio on a 
permanent basis.24 

o 31 March - Following its decision to exit digital broadcasting, GCap 
closes theJazz and Capital Life.“2 To compensate, two hours of jazz music are 
broadcast each night on Classic FM. 

o 4 April - Virgin Radio Groove closes after eight years on air. 


11 October - The closure of Channel 4 Radio is announced.22! 


e 2009 


o 1 June - Birdsong Radio, a digital radio station broadcast from 2008 as a filler on 
the Digital One platform following the closure of Oneword, goes off air with the 
launch of Amazing Radio.“ 

o 21 September - Premier Christian Radio launches on Digital One. 

o 4 December - Absolute 80s launches. 

2010s[edit] 
e 2010 

o 24 May - Absolute 80s launches on Digital One, broadcasting in mono. 

o 21 June - Absolute Radio 90s launches. 

o 12 July - NME Radio stops broadcasting on Digital One." 

o 16 July - Absolute Radio Extra begins broadcasting. It is a part time station 
broadcasting on Saturday afternoons as an alternative to football commentary. 

o 10 December - Absolute Radio 00s begins broadcasting. 

e 2011 

o 1November - GMG Radio launches a dedicated station playing nothing 
but Christmas music, under the brand "Smooth Christmas". The station had no 
news or advertisements but did promote Smooth Radio and broadcast until 27 
December 2011.29 

o 22 November - Absolute Radio 60s launches, followed one week later by the 
launch of Absolute Radio 70s. 

o 23 December - GMG Radio confirms plans to launch a station dedicated to music 
from the 1970s on trial basis and four days later Smooth 70s replaces Smooth 
Christmas on the Digital One platform.24 

e 2012 

o 15 May - Amazing Radio leaves the DAB multiplex after a contractual dispute 
with Digital One owners Arqiva, but continues to broadcast online.2# 

o 25 June - KMFM Extra closes and is replaced on DAB by the new-countywide 
KMFM. 

o 27 July-12 August - The 2012 Summer Olympics take place and BBC Radio 5 
Live operates a temporary station - 5 Live Olympics Extra - to provide additional 
coverage of the Games. 

o 30 October - Smooth Radio confirms that Smooth Christmas will return, airing on 
the Digital One multiplex in the lead up to the festive season, giving the brand 
three stations on the platform.®2 It launches two days later. 

o 27 December - Kiss 100 launches on the Digital One national DAB multiplex.22 

e 2013 

o 3 January - It is reported that Gaydar Radio owner QSoft Consulting will leave the 
radio business and hand its DAB licences to Manchester community 
station Gaydio.4) 

o 10 January - Radio Today reports that test transmissions for DAB+ are under 
way in the Brighton area.22! 

o 6 February - Bauer Media buys the digital station Planet Rock for a sum 


estimated to be between £1m and £2m.22 


o 25 March - NME Radio closes after five years on air.2! 

o 27 April - Country music station Chris Country launches.2! 

o 7 May - Kisstory and KissFresh begin broadcasting and sister station Q- 

Radio closes down after five years on air. 

o 26 july - Digital radio is switched on in Northern Ireland allowing a further 1.4 
million listeners to hear stations such as Smooth 70s, Absolute Radio 
90s and Jazz FM.25 

o 30 july - Yorkshire Radio closes after seven years on air. 

o August - Smash Hits Radio closes after eleven years on air. 

o 27 August - The MXR regional digital radio multiplex for the West Midlands is 
switched off after 12 years on air.24 

o 6 October - Smooth 70s stops broadcasting to make way for the launch on 
Digital One by Capital Xtra. 

2014 

o 1 January - Jazz FM stops broadcasting on the Digital One multiplex, but 
continues to be available on DAB in London, online and through satellite 
television. Its Digital One slot is temporarily taken over by the return 
of Birdsong Radio, with plans for a permanent replacement in February.22 

o May - The BBC broadcasts a pop-up digital radio service BBC Radio 2 
Eurovision to extend the BBC's coverage of the Eurovision Song Contest. 
Returned in 2015 to provide coverage of the 2015 contest. 

o 15 November - Smooth Christmas returns to DAB in preparation for the launch of 
a new station with the Smooth brand.2 

o 12 December - Kisstory and KissFresh start broadcasting on DAB for the first 
time when the appear on the Greater London | DAB multiplex. The stations had 
launched on May 2013 on Freeview 

o 27 December - Launch of Smooth Extra on DAB.&4 

2015 

o 5 January - 
= Magic Radio launches nationally on Digital One, while all Magic AM stations in 

the north of England are rebranded as City Network 2. 
= Absolute Radio changes from broadcasting in stereo to mono to make way 
for Magic on DAB.&4 

o January - Kisstory launches on many more local multiplexes across the UK.22 

o 19 January - The Hits is split into a network of fresh-hits DAB stations in Bauer's 
heritage areas - Bauer City 3 - with split localised news, branding and 
advertising, and shared programme content. This programming also remains 
available nationally on Freeview under The Hits Radio name.@! The Hits is 
removed from DAB in London and Birmingham, the Birmingham space going 
to Kisstory (then to KissFresh after Kisstory's move to Sound Digital in 2016). 

o 3 February - Ofcom announces that two bids have been received for the second 
national digital multiplex. 

o 5-8 March - BBC Radio 2 launches its second pop-up station - BBC Radio 2 
Country to cover the annual C2C: Country to Country festival. The station 
returned to cover the 2016 and 2017 event. 

o 27 March - The Sound Digital consortium, which includes UTV Media, wins the 


licence to launch the Digital Two network in 2016. UTV Media will launch four 
new stations on the platform.22 


o 31 July - The first of ten multiplexes trialling small-scale DAB multiplexes 
launches in Brighton. Initially a nine-month trial, the multiplexes are now 
licensed until March 2020.24 
o 21 September - XFM is relaunched as a national digital station called Radio X on 
21 September. 
2016 
o 29 February - 
= The UK’s second national commercial multiplex starts broadcasting. 
However, only 73% of the UK's population is able to receive it. Two of the 
stations - Fun Kids and Jazz FM broadcast via the newer DAB+ format. 

= Absolute 80s and Planet Rock switch from Digital One to the new multiplex 
although they continue to broadcast on Digital One until the end of April.2% 

= Heart Extra launches on Digital One. 

= Jazz FM is made available nationally as a digital station again after leaving 
the national DAB multiplex at the end of 2013.44 

o 15 March - Mellow Magic and Talksport 2 begin broadcasting on the Sound 
Digital multiplex. They are joined on the multiplex on 21 March by Talkradio, on 
the 27th by Premier Praise, on the 28th by Magic Chilled and on the 30th 
by Virgin Radio. 

o April - BBC Radio 2 broadcasts its third pop-up station - BBC Radio 2 50s. 

o 1 May - Following the transfer of Kisstory to the semi-national Sound 
Digital multiplex, KissFresh takes over some of the local slots vacated by 
Kisstory.@4) 

o Spring - Magic broadcasts a temporary pop-up service called Magic ABBA, run as 
a commercial partnership with Mamma Mia!: the Musical It is replaced by “Magic 
Summer Soul” is launched. Initially intended as another short-term pop-up, the 
station becomes permanent in the autumn and is renamed Magic Soul. 

o 9 September - UnionJack launches on the Sound Digital multiplex. 

2017 

o 19 January - The Armed Forces radio station BFBS announces it will cease 
broadcasting on the Digital One platform from March because of the cost of 
transmitting content through DAB.“ 

o 14 March - Heart 80s begins broadcasting on Digital One. 

o March - The small-scale Brighton multiplex becomes the UK's first multiplex to 
only broadcast via the newer DAB+ format. 

o 10 July - KissFresh launches nationally on the Digital One multiplex. Its schedule 
and playlist is refreshed to differentiate it from the main Kiss station.“ 

o 29 August - Awesome Radio stops broadcasting on the Sound Digital multiplex. 

o 1 September - The Bauer City 3 network is disbanded, and The Hits as a single 
national service returns to DAB in its place.“ 

o 18 September - The fourth roll-out of new transmitters of the BBC National 
DAB multiplex is completed. The programme, which had run for the past two 
years, increased the reach from 93% to more than 97% of the UK’s population 
and saw the switching on of 164 new transmitters. “4 

o 28-30 September - As part of Radio 1’s its 50th birthday celebrations, the BBC 


operates a three-day pop-up station Radio 1 Vintage celebrating the station's 
presenters. 42 


e 2018 


o 24 January - BFBS returns to semi-national DAB broadcasting when it launches 
on the Sound Digital multiplex. 

o 15 May - Sound Digital announces that it will add 19 transmitters to its network. 
They will launch in the South West, East Anglia, Wales and North of Scotland and 
will increase Sound Digital’s coverage by nearly 4 million new listeners in more 
than 1.6m new households. 

o 22 December - Virgin Radio Anthems and Virgin Radio Chilled launch on 
the Sound Digital multiplex. 

e 2019 

o 11 February - Kisstory transfers from the Sound Digital multiplex to the Digital 
One multiplex.&2 

o 4 March - Launch, on Sound Digital, of classical music station Scala Radio.& 

o 10 June - Gold starts broadcasting nationally for the first time when it launches 
on Digital One. 

o 21 June - Global launches another Heart spin-off station on Digital One, Heart 
Dance. 53 

o 28 August-3 September - Global launches five more stations on DAB - Heart 
90s (28 Aug),&! Heart 70s (30 Aug), ©! Capital XTRA Reloaded (2 
September), 59, Smooth Country®”? and Smooth Chill.£2 Apart from Smooth Chill, 
all launch on the Digital One multiplex and broadcast via the newer DAB+ 
format. 

o 28 October - Global relaunches LBC London News as a national 24-hour rolling 
news channel titled LBC News. 
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Digital One Network 


Licensed a United Kingdom 


rea 


Frequency 11D (222.064 MHz) England, Wales and 


Northern Ireland 


12A (223.936 MHz) Scotland 


date 15 November 1999 


Owner Arqiva 


Website http://www.ukdigitalradio.com/ 


Digital One is a national commercial digital radio multiplex in the United Kingdom, 
owned by Arqiva. As of March 2010, the multiplex covered more than 90% of the 
population™ from 137 transmitters.” Coverage was extended to Northern Ireland in July 
2013. 
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On 24 March 1998, the Radio Authority advertised for the first national ensemble to be 
broadcast on DAB, with the three national commercial services on FM and medium 
wave required to be included in the ensemble. This included Classic FM, Talk Radio 
UK (now talkSPORT) and Virgin Radio (now Absolute Radio). The licence was awarded 
to the sole applicant, GWR Group and NTL Broadcast to form Digital One.™ The original 
licence application included the following stations: 


Classic FM 


Digital One Ltd (original application) 


Classical music 


GWR (now part of Global Radio) 


Classic Gold Rock 


Club dance 


Plays, books and music 


Rolling news service 


Soft AC 


Sports channel 


Talk Radio (now 
talkSPORT) 


Teen and chart hits 


Virgin Radio (now 
Absolute Radio) 


Rock music 


Dance music 


Comedy, drama and 
serials 


Rolling news 


Female contemporary 
music 


Live sports and 
comment 


Talk radio 


Pop and dance music 


Complementary rock 
music 


NTL 


TBA 


TBA 


ITN 


TBA 


Talk Radio UK 


Talk Radio UK (now owned 
by Wireless Group) 


GWR 


SMG plc (station is now owned 
by Bauer Media) 


Digital One was due to launch on 1 October 1999,“4 but this was postponed until 15 


November 1999.12 


The "Classic Gold Rock" service eventually went on air as Planet Rock, which remains on 
air, having migrated from D1 to the Sound Digital multiplex in 2016; it is, however, the 
only one of the D1 launch stations (bar the INR simulcasts) to still be broadcasting as of 
2017, and is also the longest-established DAB-first service in UK national radio, having 
been a digital-only service until 2013, when new owner Bauer put PR on their 105.2 FM 
frequency in the West Midlands (previously Kerrang! Radio); the FM berth was turned 
over to Absolute Radio in September 2015, leaving PR as a digital-exclusive service 
once again. The "plays, books and music" service went on air as Oneword. The "Teen & 
Chart Hits" service became Core, and the "Soft AC" service - which was ultimately 


provided by the then Capital Radio Group (now part of Global Radio) was launched as 
Life (later known as Capital Life). The "Sports Channel" proposal was dropped as a 
separate entity and instead combined with Talk Radio in 2000 to form the 

current talkSPORT as broadcast on MW and digital. ITN's rolling news service ultimately 
went on air as part of the multiplex, later joined by a business news service provided by 
Bloomberg. "Club Dance", however, never made it to air. The space released by the 
absence of the Club Dance and Sports Channel services from the eventual lineup was 
used to allow the Oneword service to end at midnight rather than the proposed 7pm, 
and also freed up a slot for a melodic easy listening music service aimed at an older 
audience, the Saga-operated PrimeTime Radio. !#tonneedea 


After the closure of PrimeTime Radio in 2006, the original licence was amended to allow 
the launch of a new classic and contemporary jazz service, theJazz which was launched 
on 25 December 2006, before 31 December 2006 deadline set in the licence 
amendment.22 


On 11 February 2008 GCap announced that it was selling its interest in Digital One 

to Argiva and that "non-core" DAB stations Planet Rock and theJazz would be closing by 
the end of March 2008. Whilst theJazz ceased broadcasting at midnight on 30 April 
2008, Planet Rock was sold off and remains on air. GCap also closed down their two 
other D1-only stations, Core and Capital Life, prior to GCap being taken over later in 
2008 by Global Radio. '=ttienneeden 


Former services[edit] 


Services previously carried on the multiplex include: 


e Smooth Radio Christmas - festive music service, ran from 1 November until 27 
December 2011™! and operated again as a pop-up in Nov/Dec of 2012, 2014 and 
2015 (due to the launch of Capital XTRA there was not space for the service in 2013) 

e Absolute Radio 80s - 1980s music service. Transferred to the Sound 
Digital multiplex on 29 February 2016. 

e Absolute Radio 90s - 1990s music service. Moved onto D1 from 2010 - initially 
sharing a slot with Absolute Radio Extra - having previously been provided on local 
DAB; returned to local-layer DAB in January 2015 so that its capacity could go 
towards the addition of Magic to D1. 

e Planet Rock - Classic rock music station. Transferred to the Sound Digital multiplex 
on 29 February 2016. 

e Smooth Radio - Easy listening service relaunched in 2010 as national network; local 
content on local/regional FM frequencies was replaced with network output also 
broadcast nationally on D1. New owners reintroduced local content on local FM/DAB 
in March 2014 and withdrew Smooth from D1 in November 2014. 

e NME Radio (ceased on 12 July 201022) 

e Panjab Radio (temporary service, ceased on 31 May 2010) 

e Fun Kids (temporary service, ceased on 3 October 2009) 

e Birdsong (ceased on 1 June 2009, replaced by Amazing Radio) 

e thejazz (ceased on 31 March 2008) 

e Capital Life (ceased on 31 March 2008) “4 

e Core (ceased on 11 January 2008,22 immediately replaced by BFBS Radio) 

e Oneword (ceased on 11 January 20082” because of financial problems, replaced by 
Birdsong - see the section below) 

e Primetime (ceased on 24 May 2006, replaced by theJazz on 25 December 2006) 


D1 Temp (ceased on 9 June 2005 - see the section below) 

Bloomberg (ceased on 6 December 2003, replaced by D1 Temp) 

ITN (ceased on 1 July 2003) 

Smooth Radio 70s (ceased on 6 October 2013) 

TeamRock SID COC1 (started on 1 May 2013, ceased on 1 July 2015) 

Premier Christian Radio (started on 21 September 2009, transferred to the Sound 
Digital multiplex on 29 February 2016) 

BFBS Radio - following an initial three-month trial service (replacing Core), which 
ended on 31 March 2008, test transmissions for a permanent service began on 17 
April 2009 and the station officially launched as a full-time service on D1 at 07:00 on 
20 April 2009. The station was withdrawn from D1 on 6 March 2017; broadcasts of 
BFBS services on other platforms continue. 


In addition to the audio services listed above a number of data services, short lived 
temporary audio services, and mobile video channels have been broadcast on this 
multiplex. 


Birdsong[edit] 
Main article: Birdsong (radio channel) 


Birdsong was a temporary transmission of a continuously looping recording of bird song. 


[citation needed) 


When the magazine-format digital radio station OQneword ceased in January 2008, the 
birdsong audio returned to the multiplex on the Oneword channel and the service name 
of the DAB channel changed to "Birdsong", until Amazing Radio launched on 1 June 
2009, 181 
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Licensed a United Kingdom 


rea 


Frequency 11A (216.928 MHz)™ 


Air date 29 February 2016”! 


|Owner Argiva (40%) 


Website https://www.arqiva.com/overviews/radio/ 


Sound Digital Network 


Bauer Media Group (30%) 
Wireless Group (30%) ®! 


sound-digital-national-multiplex/ 


Sound Digital is a semi national commercial digital radio multiplex in the United 
Kingdom, owned by Arqiva, Bauer Media Group and Wireless Group. The multiplex 
covers 73% of the population from a total of 45 transmitters.!! 


History[edit] 


Following the collapse of the winning 4 Digital Group bid for the second national 
ensemble in 2008, the capacity was re-advertised in 2014.“ Two bids were received, 
Sound Digital and Listen2Digital, a consortium run by Orion Media and Babcock 
International Group. © On 27 March 2015, Sound Digital were selected as the winner. 


Between award and launch, Premier Praise and Panjab Radio, a Listen2Digital station, 
joined the line up along with DAB+ stations Fun Kids and Magic Chilled.4 Also, BMR and 
UCB Inspirational were rebranded Awesome Radio and UCB2 respectively and 
talkBUSINESS was replaced by Listen2Digital station Share Radio. 


Test transmission commenced in February 2016, which consisted of Sound Waves and 
Sound Waves+ for DAB and DAB+ respectively. An official launch took place on 29 
February, with the majority of stations launching on this date and the remainder 
following over the next month. 


Of the 170+ cleared transmitters only 45 have been used and complaints have been 


made regarding the lack of coverage in Cornwall, parts of East Anglia, Scotland and 
Kent 10][11][12 t 


‘Awesome Radio' was shut down on 29 August 20171 


On 15 May 2018 it was announced that SDL will add 19 transmitters in the South West, 
East Anglia, Wales and North of Scotland, increasing Sound Digital’s coverage by nearly 
4 million new listeners in more than 1.6m new households.“ 


Heat Radio was removed from the SDL mux. 22 


Stations carried[edit] 


DAB[edit] 
Bit A DAB 
: Servic Audio Re 
Service e ID rat channels Description launch 
e date 
Absolute f 
Radio 50: C8D8 80s music 
aaah 29 
February 
80 Classic dance, R&B, hip eae 
; i ; , hip- 
Kisstory C4D8 kou Mono hop tunes 
Mellow C5D8 Relaxing and melodic 15 March 
Magic music 2016 
Panao 56 Delivering extra choice |29 
ee CED8 oltre Mono LSF for British Sikhs and February 
Panjabi speakers 2016 
Planet Rock | C7D8 ou Mono Classic rock radio 


kbit/s 


Service 


Premier 
Christian 
Radio 


Premier 
Praise 


Sunrise 
Radio 


Talkradio 


TalkSport 2 


UCB2 


Virgin Radio 
UK 


Scala Radio 


Servic 
e ID 


CCD8 


CDD8 


C9D8 


COD8 


C1D8 


CBD8 


C3D8 


CDE6 


Bit 
rat 
e 


64 
kbit/s 


80 
kbit/s 


ial 
kbit/s 


Audio 
channels 


Mono LSF 


Mono 


Mono LSF 


Mono 


Joint Stereo 


Description 


Christian music and 
speech 


Sister station to Premier 
Christian Radio 


Asian music and speech 
programmes 


News and current affairs 


Rolling sports news and 
live sport commentary 


Christian music 


Rock and pop music 


Classical 


DAB 
launch 
date 


27 March 
2016 


29 
February 
2016 


21 March 
2016 


15 March 
2016 


29 
February 
2016 


30 March 
2016 


4 March 
2019 


DAB + [edit] 


Service TENE 
e ID 
Fun Kids CFD8 
Jazz FM CAD7 
UnionJack (CAFE 
Sees C5E0 
an CAEO 
Virgin Chilled | C8E6 
References[edit] 


Bit 
rate 


24 
kbit/s 


32 
kbit/s 


B2 
kbit/s 


24 
kbit/s 


32 
kbit/s 


32 
kbit/s 


32 
kbit/s 


Audio 
channels 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Stereo HE- 
AAC v2 


Description 


National children’s 
radio station 


Jazz music 


British rock/pop 


Armed forces radio 


Pop music 


Pop Music 


Pop Music 
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Licensed radio broadcasting in Ireland is one element of the wider Media of Ireland, 
with 85% of the population listening to a licensed service on any given day." 


History[edit] 


A morse code transmission on 24 April 1916 from the General Post Office in Dublin by 
the rebels during the Easter Rising is considered the first broadcast in Ireland.” Regular 
radio broadcasting in Ireland began with 2RN's test transmissions in 1925.4 2RN has 
since become RTE Radio 1, which celebrated 80 years of uninterrupted broadcasting in 
January 2006, making it amongst the oldest continuously operating (if not the actual 
oldest), continuously public service radio station in Europe. RTE Raidió na 

Gaeltachta joined in 1972, and RTE Radio 2, now 2FM, launched in 1979. 


Commercial radio was outlawed in Ireland until 1989, leading to the development 
of Irish pirate radio. Upon legalisation, licences were advertised and awarded on a 
franchise system explained in the article for a national service and a network of regional 


services covering the country. These all took to the air during 1989 and 1990, and 
although the national service (Century) eventually failed, all the local services lasted 
until their licence was revoked, or still exist. Additional licences have been added on an 
erratic basis since the late 1990s. 


An ‘international’ service, Atlantic 252, also operated on long wave between 1989 and 
2002, although it was aimed solely at the United Kingdom and Ireland. It was never 
subject to the authority of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI), ‘4 and was 
operated under RTE's remit as a joint venture between RTE and CLT-UFA. After a short 
period as a sports station (TeamTalk), the frequencies reverted to sole RTE control and 
are now used as an additional frequency for RTE Radio 1. 


In Ireland, Community Radio has been active since the late 1970s. However, it took until 
1994 before the Independent Radio and Television Commission established an 18- 
month community radio pilot project to explore and evaluate the potential offered by 
community broadcasting in an Irish context. This project went operational in 1995, when 
licenses were issued to eleven community and community of interest groups across the 
country. 2004 saw the establishment of CRAOL the Community Radio Forum of Ireland. 


Licensing[edit] 


Aside from the stations operated by Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ), radio stations in 
Ireland operate under sound broadcasting contracts issued by the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland (BAI). This body supervises and regulates the commercial 
Independent National, Regional, and Local Radio stations, as well as the non- 

profit Community Radio stations, Institutional Services and Temporary Services. After 
the Broadcasting Act 2009, the BAI now is responsible for RTE also. 


Transmission[edit] 


All stations broadcast on FM, barring those on the DAB Ireland multiplexes, which 
broadcast on VHF Band Ill; and the long wave version of RTE Radio 1 mainly intended 
for reception outside Ireland. RTE radio services are also available free-to-air on digital 
satellite, as is Newstalk, and a number of recently licensed services or applicants have 
used satellite transmission to homes as part of the licence applications. 


Medium wave (AM) licences were issued for new commercial stations for Limerick and 
Galway in 2002, although these services never reached the air (with the licences being 
withdrawn); and a medium wave licence has been awarded for a quasi-national religious 
service Spirit Radio. 


During 2006, a group, Choice FM, applied for and received permission to broadcasting 
on MW in the Dublin area over a period of thirty days. The 'easy listening’ radio station 
relayed its FM programming on 1278 kHz MW, and operated opt-out programming at 
various times. The group is said to be interested in obtaining one of the four MW 
channels that are allocated to the Dublin area, however the BAI's future schedule for 
licensing does not indicate that any MW licences will be offered on a permanent basis. 


During 2007, a radio station called 'The Rock' obtained a temporary 'classic rock' music 
service. The station broadcast on 94.9 FM and also on 1278 kHz MW. The Rock was 
operated by the same group that operated Choice FM during 2005 and 2006, although 
different MW facilities were used by the group during 2007. 


Ownership[edit] 


Raidió Teilifís Éireann and Communicorp dominate the national radio broadcasting 
sector. RTE own the more popular Radio 1 and 2FM stations, the Irish Language station 
RnaG, and classical station Lyric FM. The 2 national commercial stations are both owned 
by Communicorp - Today FM and Newstalk. 


Ownership rules were relaxed in the mid-2000s, which saw several companies buying 
up local and national commercial stations, including Scottish Radio Holding who sold 
their stations to Emap, who eventually sold on those stations to Denis 

O'Brien's Communicorp. The ownership of commercial radio in Ireland is largely by two 
companies; Communicorp with 5, and Wireless Group with 5. 


The rest of the stations, mostly small services, are generally owned by local businesses, 
with notable proprietors of stakes including Thomas Crosbie Holdings, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Mid Western Area Health Board. 


RTÉ also broadcast six DAB stations, however DAB is not widespread. 


Local Radio owners 


e Communicorp - 98FM, SPIN 1038, SPIN South West and Highland Radio 

e Wireless Group - Dublin's Q102, Cork's 96FM, FM104, Limerick's Live 
95FM, LMFM and 103FM County Sound 

e Raidió Chiarraí Teoranta - Radio Kerry, Shannonside FM, Tipp FM, Clare FM 

e Tindle Radio Group - Midlands 103 

e Connacht Tribune - Galway Bay FM 


National stations[edit] 


RTÉ (national public service broadcaster)[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ Radio 
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Independent national radio[edit] 


e Today FM (formerly Radio Ireland) - popular music with some speech programming 
e Newstalk - news and talk radio 
e DAB-specific services which are theoretically national services. 


Multi-city and county radio[edit] 


Broadcasting to Greater Dublin (Dublin city and county; limited parts of County 
Kildare, County Meath and County Wicklow), Cork city and county, Limerick city 
and county, Galway city and county and County Clare: 


e Classic Hits - music service for over-45s 

e Spirit Radio - Christian and religious service aimed at over-15s; launched on 27 
January 2011 with FM frequencies in the cities of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Galway and 
Waterford. In July 2012 the station as required by its licence introduced its planned 


AM transmission on 549 kHz medium wave to increase coverage to nationwide. 


Independent regional radio[edit] 


Map of regional and local stations in the Republic of Ireland 


Independent regional radio[edit] 


e Beat 102-103 - Counties Carlow, Kilkenny, Waterford, Wexford and South Tipperary. 

e Spin South West - Counties Kerry, Clare, Limerick, North Tipperary, and south west 
Laois. 

e iRadio (NW) - Counties Galway, Mayo, Longford, Roscommon, Sligo, Leitrim and 
Donegal. 

e iRadio (NE and Midlands) - Counties Kildare, Meath, North Laois, Carlow, Louth, 
Westmeath, Offaly, Cavan and Monaghan. 


All services are licensed for 'youth' content, no franchises area geographically overlap, 
and the entire country is served apart from County Wicklow and the cities and counties 
of Cork and Dublin, both of which have 'youth' licensed services (Red FM and SPIN 1038 
respectively). Beat 102-103 was the first to air, and was a pilot for the rest of the 
system. 


In 2011, 1102-104 and 1105-107 merged to become one iRadio entity. 


Independent local radio[edit] 


There are 25 commercial stations (Independent Local Radio - ILR) licensed on a regional 
franchise basis. Often several counties of Ireland are covered by one station only, but 
Dublin and Cork have several. The majority of the ILR stations collectively own the sales 
house, Independent Radio Sales. 


Dublin ILRs[edit] 


Except for the two original ILR licenses - 98FM and FM104 - each additional ILR license 
in Dublin was awarded for a specific format, intending on meeting demands which it 
was felt that 98FM and FM104 were not catering to. The majority of stations heard in 
Dublin can also be heard in North East Kildare, South Meath and North Wicklow. 


e 98FM - general service 

e Radio Nova 100FM (Ireland) - classic rock music service; the Original Radio Nova 
(Ireland) International, Ireland's first Superpirate station by the same name 
previously broadcast in Dublin from 1981 - 1988 

e Dublin's Q102 - service aimed at older listeners (35+); renamed in 2004, formerly 
‘Lite FM'. A pirate station by the same name previously broadcast in Dublin from 
1985 - 1988 

e SPIN 1038 - service aimed at youth (initially licensed for dance music) ,!2us - discussi 

e FM104 - general service; formerly 'Rock 104' and ‘Capital Radio' 104.4FM 

e Sunshine 106.8 - easy listening service; renamed in 2010 - formerly ‘Dublin's 
Country'/'Country Mix'. A Superpirate station called The Red Hot Sound Of Sunshine 
101 previously broadcast in Dublin from 1980 - 1988. 


Cork ILRSs[edit] 


e 96FM and C103 (dual franchise) - C103 is aimed at older listeners, also sports and 
rural interest programmes. 
e Red FM - Corks Number 1 Radio Station Hot A/C format. 


Leinster (excluding Dublin) ILRs[edit] 


e East Coast FM - County Wicklow 

e KCLR 96FM - Counties Carlow and Kilkenny 

e Kfm - County Kildare 

e South East Radio - County Wexford 

e Midlands 103 and Midlands Gold - Counties Laois, Offaly, and Westmeath (split 
service) 

e LMEM - Counties Meath and Louth 


Munster (excluding Cork) ILRs[edit] 


e WLR FM - Waterford City & County 

e Clare FM - County Clare 

e Live 95FM - Limerick City and County 
e Tipp FM - County Tipperary 

e Radio Kerry - County Kerry 


Connacht/Ulster ILRs[edit] 


e Galway Bay FM - Galway City and County; commercial radio station 

e Ocean FM - County Sligo, North Leitrim, and South Donegal. 

e MidWest Radio - County Mayo 

e Shannonside FM - Counties Longford, Roscommon, East Galway and South Leitrim. 
Dual franchise with Northern Sound Radio, covering Counties Cavan and Monaghan. 

e Highland Radio - County Donegal. 


Community radio[edit] 


Community Radio covers specific local communities or communities of interest. These 
operate on a non-commercial basis. In Ireland, the BAI requires that community radio 
stations subscribe to the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC) 


Community Radio Charter for Europe. Community radio in Ireland is represented 

by CRAOL. Currently there are 20 fully licensed community radio stations on air in 
Ireland, with offers of contracts from the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, while there 
are 42 stations in the process of obtaining a licence. 


e Belfield FM - University College Dublin 

e Cavan Community Radio - Cavan, County Cavan 

e Claremorris Community Radio - Claremorris, County Mayo 
e Connemara Community Radio - Letterfrack, County Galway 


e Cork Campus Radio 98.3 - studio located at University College Cork but is licensed 
for the general student population of Cork City 


e CRC FM (Community Radio Castlebar) - Castlebar, County Mayo 

e CRY 104.0FM (Community Radio Youghal) - Youghal, County Cork 

e Dublin South FM - County Dublin 

e Dundalk FM 97.7 - Dundalk, County Louth 

e Flirt FM - Galway NUIG 

e ICR FM (/nishowen Community Radio) - Carndonagh, County Donegal; now known as 
Inishowen Live. 

e LifeFM - County Cork 

e Liffey Sound FM - Lucan, County Dublin 

e Near FM (North East Access Radio) - County Dublin 

e Phoenix FM - Blanchardstown, County Dublin 

e Radio Corca Baiscinn - Kilkee, County Clare 

e Raidió Na Life - Dublin (Irish language station) 

e RosFm - County Roscommon 

e TCR FM ("Tramore Community Radio") - Tramore, County Waterford 

e Tipperary Mid-West Community Radio - County Tipperary 

e ULFM - University of Limerick 

e West Dublin Access Radio - County Dublin 

e West Limerick 102 - County Limerick 

e Wired FM - Limerick, County Limerick 

e Westport Radio WRFM 98.2 - Westport, County Mayo 

e BCRfm Ballina Community radio - Ballina, County Mayo 

e Eden 102.5 fm - Edenderry, County Offaly 


Special interest services resemble ILRs in most ways, but must be of specialist interest 
— e.g. heavier local interest content, or specialist music. Only one such station is 
licensed, Dublin City FM, which brand themselves as 103.2 Dublin City FM on-air, and 
DUB CITY on RDS. Dublin City FM are essentially a community station with specialist 
traffic reports around rush-hour periods. 


Institutional services[edit] 


Regional Hospital Radio 94.2 FM 


The BAI may also issue licenses to institutions, such as hospitals and colleges, for the 
provision of low-powered FM services. At present, there are five such stations in 
operation; all of them are hospital radio stations, with the existing student radio stations 
operating under community radio or temporary licenses. 


e CUH FM Hospital Radio - (102.0FM) - Cork University Hospital, Cork, County Cork. 

e Mater Hospital Radio - Mater Hospital, Dublin, County Dublin. 

e Dreamtime 92.6FM - S.O.S. Kilkenny Ltd, Callan Road, Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny. 

e South Tipperary General Hospital Radio 93.7FM - South Tipperary General and 
Maternity Hospital, Clonmel, County Tipperary. 

e St. Ita's Hospital Radio - St. Ita's Hospital, Portrane, County Dublin. 


Temporary services[edit] 

Stations may also be licensed to operate for shorter periods, with temporary licenses 
allowing stations to operate for up to thirty days in a given twelve-month period. These 
licenses may be used by stations providing a service to coincide with local, cultural and 
sporting events or festivals. Another group of stations to avail of this type of license are 
those that are being run as pilot projects; successful stations may later be established 
as Community Radio stations, or run for a permanent license. 


Defunct stations[edit] 
RTE radio[edit] 


e Atlantic 252 - a joint venture with RTL, eventually failed financially. 

e RTE FM3 Classical music/arts service, had existed prior to the launch of Lyric FM. 
FM3 time-shared the same national FM network as RnaG, resulting in limited 
broadcasting hours. 


RTE Radio Cork, (was originally 'RTE Cork Local Radio', changed name in 1989 to 
‘Cork 89FM', and relaunched again in 1994 as 'RTE Radio Cork’) - an opt-out of Radio 
1 for the Cork area on medium wave and secondary FM transmitters, closed in 1999 
due to declining interest. Listen to rare recording of the station 

RTE mobile Community Radio station, existed during the late 1970s and 1980s, this 
mobile station provided temporary community radio services to towns and cities 
around the country. 

Millennium 88FM temporary local radio service for Dublin during 1988 and part of 
1989 to mark 1988 at the year of the Dublin Millennium. 

RTE Digital Radio Sport, a rolling service in the early days of DAB. 

RTE Choice, international and national speech service with drama, documentary, 
arts, world news. Merged in 2013 with RTE Radio 1 Extra. 


Independent national radio[edit] 


Century Radio - failed financially, closed in 1991. 


Independent local radio[edit] 


Limerick 95 FM (Radio Limerick One) (95 MHz FM); lost franchise mid-term for stated 
misbehaviour - subsequently operated on a pirate basis. 

CKR FM and Radio Kilkenny - franchises redrawn at end of contract, Kildare area 
awarded to KFM, Carlow and Kilkenny to KCLR. Gentrification of Kildare by Dublin 
commuters led Carlow to be closer aligned with Kilkenny in the eyes of the BAI, 
hence the changing of the franchise areas 

Tipperary Mid-West Radio - held a very small franchise for South West Tipperary. Its 
franchise was merged with the rest of Tipperary franchise (held by Tipp FM). The 
station continues, being re-licensed as a Community Radio station. 

North West Radio - subsidiary of Mid West Radio; replaced by Ocean FM at end of 
contract. 

Easy 103 - held a licence for part of Wicklow and Horizon Radio held a licence for 
north Wicklow. These two stations merged to become East Coast FM. 

Fresh 95.5 - short lived North Dublin-targeted station from LMFM; was licensed to 
Meath only, relying on signal overspill. 

TXEM (formerly Phantom 105.2); alternative rock music station for the Dublin area. 


Community radio[edit] 


Cashel Community Radio - Cashel, County Tipperary was a splinter group from 
Tipperary Mid-West Radio. 


Tallaght FM - Tallaght, Dublin closed 2008. 

9-7-11 FM - Dublin North West's community radio, (named after the area's postal 
districts) existed in the mid-1990s. 

Dublin Weekend Radio - station that broadcast from Dublin City University in the 
1990s, it time-shared transmission with Raidio na Life. Facilities are now used by 
DCU. 

Inishowen Community Radio (ICR-FM) in north Co. Donegal, ceased broadcasts in 
October 2012. 

Ballyhoura Community Radio (BCR) based in Charleville near the Cork/Limerick 
border. Went on air in May 2011, closed in March 2013. Frequency was 92.6 FM. 
East Limerick Community Radio. FM Frequencies were 96.8 (main) and 97.3. 


Institutional services[edit] 


e Beaumont Hospital Radio - Beaumont Hospital, Beamount, Dublin. Closed in 2007. 
e Vibe 107.4FM - was a student service in Waterford I.T. 


e Regional Hospital Radio 94.2 - Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Limerick, County 
Limerick. Closed in 2018 


Radio Oglaigh na h-Eireann{edit] 


Radio Oglaigh na h-Éireann (Irish pronunciation: ['radio 'o:gti: nšə ‘he:rian’], ) was 
established in 1962 to provide a short wave service to Irish Defence Forces serving 

in United Nations peacekeeping missions in Congo. Daily broadcasts were made on 
17.544 MHz at 17:30 UTC, using a transmitter located at the Curragh Camp. 
Programmes, which were provided by Radio Eireann, included news, sports results, 
music and drama, including The Kennedys of Castleross. The service was discontinued 
after several years, when the Irish peacekeeping mission in Congo terminated.“ 


Future stations[edit] 


The Broadcasting Commission of Ireland has either awarded, advertised, or announced 
its intent to advertise a large number of new services to launch within the next 24 
months." These include a licence for an AM station, something which has never 
lasted commercially in Ireland, and the first attempt to license such since 2002; as well 
as what will amount to four stations easily receivable in most of Dublin city and county. 


It is expected these may be the last commercial analogue services to be licensed, as 
the FM band will be highly saturated in Dublin and the midlands of Ireland. Digital Radio 
Mondiale (DRM) on Ireland's many unused ITU-allocated medium wave frequencies is 
expected to be the next round of licensing, particularly as some of these allocations are 
15 to 20 kHz wide, which is enough for FM-alike quality with the latest DRM+ coding 
methods. DRM has already been used by RTE to broadcast some content on short wave 
and long wave. Eureka 147 Digital Audio Broadcasting is in the process of being rolled 
out, having begun in 2006. The suspension of analogue licensing prior to the completion 
of this plan would further suggestion a termination of analogue licensing entirely. 


The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland received three expressions of interest for radio 
services on Saorview. Easy FM, a country music service, an 80s mixed genre music 
service from Digital Radio Ltd., and Raidió Ri-Ra, an Irish Language pop music 

serv i Celitation needed] ; 


Country & Irish licences[edit] 


It was planned by the BAI for two regional country and Irish licences to be advertised 
with the first (North East) region covering North Kildare, Meath, Louth and parts of 
Cavan and Monaghan; and the second (Mid West) region covering Limerick, Galway, 
Clare and parts of Tipperary and Kerry. These services were meant to be advertised by 
November 2007 but the suspension of the radio licensing programme by the BAI has 
deferred this. No mention of these licences has surfaced since. 


See also[edit] 


e List of Irish-Gaelic radio stations 
e List of Irish newspapers 


e Television in Ireland 
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External links[edit] 


e The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) The Authority licenses independent 
broadcasting services in Ireland 


e Radiowaves.FM a database resource listing every radio station ever to broadcast in 
Ireland 


e Listen to recordings of The Anorak Hour from Phantom FM 
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The Radio Academy is a registered charity dedicated to 'the encouragement, 
recognition and promotion of excellence in UK broadcasting and audio production’. It 
was formed in 1983 and is run via a board of trustees, currently chaired by Yvonne 
Thompson.”The Radio Academy was previously called Sony Awards due to the 
sponsorship of the Sony company. This name was changed after Sony withdrew their 
sponsorship.@'The charity has a Board of Trustees who serve three-year terms." Their 
responsibilities include designing, planning, and implementing projects and programs. 
“4 In addition, every year they must attend six board meetings which are held in London. 
‘1 In 2019, the Radio Academy requested votes from the public for the addition of three 
new Trustees." 


The Daily Telegraph has described the Radio Academy as "the industry's most powerful 
body". 


Events[edit] 


The Radio Academy runs a range of events throughout the year, including the annual 
Radio Festival. It also runs the awards ceremony, the ARIAS (previously the Radio 


Academy Awards up until 2014). 


The Academy also runs regular Masterclasses for young people who would like to work 
in radio.~ In addition, the Academy's Branches regularly hold local events across the 


country. 


Honours[edit] 


The Radio Academy awards a number of honours each year, including induction into its 
UK Radio Hall of Fame,™ Fellowships, the John Peel Award for Outstanding Contribution 
to Music Radio, the PPL Music Icon Award, the Local and Regional Lifetime Achievement 


Award, the Most Played Artist on British Radio and the 30 Under 30.4% 
In 2016 the Radio Academy gave out a number of prizes called Audio and Radio 


Industry Awards (ARIAS).24 Previously the Academy issued the Radio Academy Awards. 


Hall of Fame[edit] 


The following are members of the Radio Academy's Hall of Fame:42! 


e Douglas Adams 
e Barry Alldis (RIP) 
e Peter Allen 

e Gerry Anderson 


e Marjorie Anderson 


e Eamonn Andrews 


e John Arlott 

e = Arthur Askey 
e Danny Baker 
e Simon Bates 


e Tony Blackburn 
e = Alan Brazil 


e Peter Brough / Archie Andrews 


e Ken Bruce 


e Douglas Cameron 


e Nick Clarke 

e Jimmy Clitheroe 
e Alistair Cooke 

e Billy Cotton 

e David Davis 


e Jack de Manio 
e Mike Dickin 


e Richard Dimbleby 


e Ed Doolan (RIP) 
e John Dunn (RIP) 
e Timothy Hodge 
e Noel Edmonds 


e Franklin Engelmann 


Kenny Everett (RIP) 
Nick Ferrari 

Neil Fox 

Alan Freeman (RIP) 
Paul Gambaccini 
Jane Garvey 

The Goons 

Alan Green 

Benny Green 
Charlotte Green 
Henry Hall 

Tony Hancock 
Tommy Handley 
William Hardcastle 
Bob Harris 

Brian Hayes 


Stuart Henry 
Kenneth Horne 


Margaret Howard 

John Humphrys 

Jack Jackson 

David Jacobs (RIP) 

Hattie Jacques 

David Jensen 

Brian Johnston 

Peter Jones (broadcaster) 
Nicky Campbell 

Barry Cryer 


Peter Jones (actor) 
Alan Keith 

Alvar Lidell 

Adrian Love (RIP) 
Humphrey Lyttelto 
Sue MacGregor 
Betty Marsden 
Brian Matthew (RIF 
Jessie Matthews 
Helen Mayhew 
Simon Mayo 
Derek McCulloch ‘l 
Jean Metcalfe 

Ray Moore (RIP) 
Richard Murdoch 
Jenni Murray 

Pete Murray 
James Naughtie 
Annie Nightingale 
Norman Painting 
Nicholas Parsons 
Andy Peebles 

John Peel (RIP) 
Wilfred Pickles 
Roy Plomley 

Libby Purves 

Pete Price 


Fellows/[edit] 


The following are Fellows of the Radio Academy” 


Steve Ackerman 
Michael Betton 
Chris Burns 

Sandy Warr 
Ashley Tabor 

Clive Dickens 
Gloria Abramoff 
Darren Henley OBE 
Andrew Harrison 
Dee Ford 
Stephanie Hirst 
Lorna Clarke 

Lisa Kerr 

David Lloyd 

Sonita Alleyne OBE FRSA 
Mark Damazer CBE 
Jay Crawford 
Ronan O'Rahilly 
Peter Baxter 
Martin Campbell 
John Leonard 

John Simons 

Jenny Lacey 

Bob Shennan 

Keith Pringle 

Steve Orchard 


Patrons[edit] 


Simon Cooper 
John Bradford 
Johnny Beerling 
Giles Squire 
Roger Wright 
Glen Barnham 
Michael Barton 
Stephen Mitchell 
Pat Loughrey 
Kevin Dale 

John Rosborough 
Kevin Greening (RIP) 
David Vick 

John Pidgeon 
John Baish 

Andy Parfitt 

Fran Nevrkla 
Helen Boaden 


John Myers (RIP) 


Deanna Hallett 


Tony Stoller 
Graham Ellis 
Phil Riley 


Gary Farrow 
Mark Goodier 


The following are Patrons of the Radio Academy“! 


Absolute Radio 
Power 93.4 FM 
Adstream 

Arqiva 

Bauer Radio 

BBC Audio & Music 
BBC Cymru Wales 
BBC Local Radio 
BBC News 

BBC Northern Ireland 
BBC 5 Live 

BBC Scotland 

BBC Trust 

BBC World Service 
BFBS 


CN Group 

Digital Radio UK 
Equity 

Folded Wing 

Folder Media 

G Media 

Gaydar Radio 
Global Radio 

Global Traffic Network 
GMG Radio 

The Guardian 

IMD 

Isle of Wight Radio 
JACK fm Oxfordshire 
Jazz FM 


Sir Nicholas Kenyo. 
Simon Cole 

David Mansfield 
Bill Morris LVO 
Robert Stiby 
Lesley Douglas 
Terry Smith 
Richard Findlay 
Peter Willison 
Mark Byford 

Jez Nelson 

Trevor Dann 

Alex Dickson OBE 
Roger Mosey 
Simon Shute 

Grae Allan 

John Perkins 

Phil Harding 

Alan Zafer 

Mark Story 

James Moir LVO 
Ralph Bernard CBE 
Ron Coles 

Dame Jenny Abran 
Richard Park 


Kingdom FM 
KMFM 


LD Communication 
Lincs FM 

Manx Radio 

Media UK 

MGR 

Neilsen Music Cont 
Orion Media 

PPL 

Premier Christian F 
Pure 

Quidem 
RadioCentre 

Radio Independent 


e Broadcast Bionics e jJibba Jabba Productions e Radioplayer 
e Celador Radio 
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This is a timeline of the development of independent radio in the UK. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1972 


o 12 July - Following the enabling of The Sound Broadcasting Act 1972, 
The Independent Broadcasting Authority is formed, paving the way for the 
launch of Independent Local Radio. 

1973 

o 8 October - 

"= LBC becomes the first legal Independent Local Radio station in the United 
Kingdom when it begins broadcasting at just before 6 am, providing talk_ 
radio to the London area. 

= At 6am, the very first Independent Radio News bulletin is broadcast. 

o 16 October - Capital Radio begins broadcasting a music-based general 
entertainment service to the London area."2! 

o 31 December - Radio Clyde, the first independent local radio station 
outside London, and the first in Scotland, begins broadcasting to 

the Glasgow area." 

1974 
o 19 February - BRMB begins broadcasting to the Birmingham area. 
o 2 April - Piccadilly Radio begins broadcasting to the Manchester area. 
o 15 July - Metro Radio begins broadcasting to the Newcastle upon Tyne area. 
o 30 September - Swansea Sound, the first Independent Local Radio station 
in Wales, begins broadcasting to the Swansea area. 
1 October - Radio Hallam begins broadcasting to the Sheffield area. 
21 October - Radio City begins broadcasting to the Liverpool area on MW only. 
975 
22 January - Radio Forth begins broadcasting to the Edinburgh area. 
5 February - Radio City begins broadcasting to the Liverpool area on VHF. 
19 May - Plymouth Sound begins broadcasting to the Plymouth area. 
24 June - Radio Tees begins broadcasting to the Teesside area. 
3 July - Radio Trent beings broadcasting to the Nottingham area. 
16 September - Pennine Radio begins broadcasting to Bradford. 
14 October - Radio Victory begins broadcasting to the Portsmouth area. 
28 October - Radio Orwell begins broadcasting to the Ipswich area. 
976 
8 March - Radio 210 begins broadcasting to the Reading area. 
16 March - Independent Local Radio begins in Northern Ireland when Downtown 


COrFMoOoOOOOOO OO FO Oo 


Radio starts broadcasting. 

o 12 April - Beacon Radio, broadcasting to the Wolverhampton area, is the final 
station in the first wave of Independent Local Radio stations to begin 
transmission. 

o December - Capital Radio launches the Capital Radio Helpline, and also in 
1976 Capital Radio launches the Flying Eye, a traffic spotting light aircraft 
which reported on traffic congestion on the streets of Central London. 

1977 

o No events. 

1978 

o No events. 

1979 

o No events. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 

o 11 April - CBC in Cardiff becomes the first of the second tranche of Independent 
Local Radio stations to start broadcasting. It is the first new ILR station since 
1976. 

o 23 May - Mercia Sound begins broadcasting to Coventry and the surrounding 
area. 

o 10 July - Hereward Radio begins broadcasting to the Peterborough area. 

o 15 September - 2CR (Two Counties Radio) begins broadcasting to 
the Bournemouth and New Forest area. 

o 17 October - Radio Tay begins broadcasting to the Dundee area and on 14 
November the station starts broadcasting to the Perth area. 

o 23 October - Severn Sound begins broadcast to Gloucestershire. 

o 7 November - DevonAir Radio begins broadcasting to Exeter and the 
surrounding mid-Devon area. On 12 December the station starts broadcasting to 
the Torbay area. 

e 1981 

o 7 July - Northsound Radio begins broadcasting to the Aberdeen area. 

o 1 September - Radio Aire begins broadcasting to Leeds and Wakefield. 

o 7 September - Centre Radio begins broadcasting to Leicester. 

o 12 September - Essex Radio begins broadcasting to the Southend-on-Sea area 
of Essex. 

o 15 October - Chiltern Radio begins broadcasting to the Luton area. 

o 27 October - Radio West begins broadcasting to Bristol. 

o 4 December - West Sound Radio begins broadcasting to Ayr and the surrounding 
area. 

o 10 December - Essex Radio expands into mid-Essex when it starts broadcasting 
from transmitters located near Chelmsford. 

e 1982 

o 23 February - Moray Firth Radio begins broadcasting to Inverness and the 
surrounding area of north east Scotland. 

o 1 March - Chiltern Radio's broadcast area expands when it begins broadcasting 
to the Bedford area. 

o April - At the start of the Falklands War, Radio Victory begins 24-hour 
broadcasting." 

o 4 October - Radio Wyvern begins broadcasting 
across Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

o 5 October - Red Rose Radio begins broadcasting to 
the Preston and Blackpool areas of west Lancashire. 

o 12 October - Wiltshire Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 6 November - Saxon Radio begins broadcasting to the Bury St. Edmunds area. 
This is the first station to network most of its output from another, in this 
case, Radio Orwell in Ipswich. 

e 1983 

o 4 April - County Sound begins broadcasting to the Guildford area. 

o 13 June - Gwent Broadcasting becomes the first station in the UK to occupy the 
newly released 102.2 to 104.5Mhz part of the VHF/FM waveband.”™! 

o 29 August - Southern Sound begins broadcasting to the Brighton area. 


o 5 September - Signal Radio begins broadcasting to the Stoke-on-Trent area at 
6am and Marcher Sound begins broadcasting to the Wrexham area at 6.30am. 

o 6 October - Centre Radio stops broadcasting after running into financial 
difficulties. A take-over bid was rejected by the IBA and the station went off air at 
5.30pm. 51 

1984 

o 17 April - Viking Radio begins broadcasting across Humberside. 

o 7 September - Commercial radio returns to Leicester, eleven months 
after Centre Radio went off air. The new service is provided by Leicester Sound. 

o 30 September - The first edition of The Network Chart Show is broadcast. Aired 
on almost all of the UK's Independent Local Radio network, the programme is 
presented from the studios of Capital Radio by David Jensen. 

o 1 October - Three stations go on air - Invicta Sound begins broadcasting across 
Kent, Radio Broadland begins broadcasting to Norwich and Hereward 
Radio begins broadcasting to Peterborough. 

o 20 October - Radio Mercury begins broadcasting to the Crawley area. 

o 4 December - Pennine Radio's broadcast area is expanded when the Bradford- 
based station starts broadcasting to Huddersfield and Halifax. 

1985 

o 13 February - Financial difficulties force South Wales station Gwent 
Broadcasting to close down after less than two years on air. 

o September - Wiltshire Radio buys struggling Radio West and on 1 October a 
merged station, GWR, launches. 

o 1 October - Radio Hallam's broadcast area is expanded when the Sheffield-based 
station starts broadcasting across all of South Yorkshire. 

o 14 October - CBC is relaunched as Red Dragon Radio. The station also covers the 
Newport area, offering a replacement service to Gwent Broadcasting and 
provides separate breakfast shows for Cardiff and Newport until the early 1990s. 

o October - Plymouth Sound launches an opt-out service for Tavistock. The service 
operates on weekday breakfast and drive time and weekend mid-mornings. 

1986 

o The Home Office sanctions six experiments of split programming on Independent 
Local Radio. Up to ten hours a week of split programming was allowed. These 
include Welsh language programmes on Marcher Sound, Asian programming 
on Leicester Sound and rugby league commentary on Viking Radio. 

o 28 June - Portsmouth station Radio Victory goes off air. It was the first 
commercial radio station to loose its licence. 

o 12 October - Ocean Sound begins broadcasting. Replacing Radio Victory in East 
Hampshire, it introducing commercial radio to Southampton, Winchester and the 
Isle of Wight. The station transmits with split frequencies; Ocean Sound West on 
103.2FM and 1557AM and Ocean Sound East on 97.5FM (former 95FM 
transmitter for Radio Victory) and 1170AM, the former AM transmitter of the 
former ILR station. 

o 30 November - Following its purchase of Northants 96, Chiltern Radio launches a 
networked service called ’’The Hot FM”. The service is broadcast on three ILR 
licenses including the newly launched Northants 96. Only the mid-morning show 
is broadcast locally. 

1987 

o 1 January - A new transmitter for Radio 210 is switched on, allowing 


the Reading-based station to broadcast across Berkshire and north Hampshire. 


o 3 March - Radio Trent's broadcast area expands when it starts broadcasting to 
the Derby area. 

o 18 May - The Yorkshire Radio Network launches. It is a networked service of 
evening and overnight programming, broadcast on three commercial radio 
stations in Yorkshire - Pennine Radio in Bradford, Viking Radio in Hull and Radio 
Hallam in Sheffield - providing programming every night between 8 pm, starting 
slightly earlier at weekends, and 6 am. 

o 22 May - GWR's broadcast area expands when it launches in Bath. 

o 14 July - Beacon Radio's broadcast area expands when it launches in Shropshire. 

o 6 December - Ocean Sound launches a third station Ocean Sound North. It 
covers Winchester and the north of its region. It shares much of its programming 
with Ocean Sound West, except for a local breakfast show.24 

1988 

o January - Radio Tees is relaunched as TFM. 

o 1 June - County Sound becomes the first station to introduce full time split 
programming on FM and AM. Premier Radio and County Sound Gold 

o 1 July - The Superstation launches an overnight sustaining service on a number 
of ILR stations around the country at 10pm. The service would run until 6am 
each morning, later expanding to start at 7pm. 

o 2 July - Capital Gold starts broadcasting, initially as a weekend only service.24 

o 3 September - Key 103 and Piccadilly Gold launch in Manchester, 
replacing Piccadilly Radio. 

o 20 September - The Radio Data System (RDS) launches, allowing car radios to 
automatically retune, display station identifiers and switch to local travel news. 

o 4 October - Launch of GEM-AM, the result of a split between Radio 
Trent and Leicester Sound's FM and medium wave frequencies. 

o 31 October - Viking Radio is replaced on FM by Viking FM and on MW by Viking 
Gold. 

o 15 November - Brunel Classic Gold launches on MW across the west of England. 

o 1November - Capital Gold begins broadcasting full time on MW 
across London and the FM service is renamed as 95.8 Capital FM. 

o November - Supergold begins broadcasting on MW 
across Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire. 

o 4 December - Ocean Sound creates two new radio stations as part of the 
relaxing of ILR licensing rules. Power FM launches in Southampton and becomes 
the UK's first 24-hour non-stop chart hit music station and The Gold AM 
replaces Ocean Sound on medium-wave. Ocean Sound continues its full service 
operation on the 96.7 FM and 97.5 FM frequencies. 

1989 

o 15 January - Wolverhampton station Beacon Radio is replaced on FM by Beacon 
FM and on MW by WABC. 

o 27 March - Kent station Invicta Radio is replaced on FM by Invicta FM and on MW 
by Coast AM. 

o 31 March- 
= MEM 97.1 begins broadcasting to the Wirral area. 
= Marcher Gold begins broadcasting on MW to Wrexham and Chester and the 

area’s FM station is renamed MFM. 

o 4 April - Xtra AM begins broadcasting on the MW frequencies of BRMB and 


Mercia Sound. 


o 8 April - Great North Radio begins broadcasting on MW to north east England. 

o 1 May - Classic Gold begins broadcasting on MW across west, south and east 
Yorkshire, replacing individual stations Pennine AM, Hallam AM and Viking Gold. 

o 4 July - A new transmitter for DevonAir is switched on allowing the station to 
expand its transmission area to East Devon, West Dorset and South Somerset. 
The relay broadcasts under the name of South West 103. 

o 16 July - The Breeze begins broadcasting on MW across Essex and Surrey. 

o 15 September - Fox FM starts broadcasting to Oxford and Banbury. It becomes 
the first UK commercial station to be licensed to broadcast on a single 
waveband. 

o 2 October - LBC ends and is replaced on FM by news and comment station LBC 
Crown FM"! and on MW by phone-in station London Talkback.22 

o 15 October - Horizon Radio starts broadcasting to Milton Keynes. 

o 22 October - The first of the Independent Broadcasting Authority’s series 
of incremental radio stations launches when Sunset 102 begins broadcasting 
to Manchester. More than 20 licenses were issued, which allowed new stations to 
start broadcasting in areas already served by independent local radio. The 
stations came on air in 1989 and 1990. 

o 5 November - Sunrise Radio begins broadcasting to west London’s Asian 
community on MW. 

o 13 November - London Greek Radio and WNK begin broadcasting. The become 
the first stations to share a frequency and they alternate every four hours. 

o 26 November - Orchard FM begins broadcasting to Yeovil, Taunton and the 
surrounding area. 

o 2 December - CNFM begins broadcasting to Cambridge and Newmarket. 

o 9 December - Asian radio station Sunrise Radio Yorkshire begins broadcasting 
in Bradford. 

o Unknown - Liverpool station City Talk 1548 AM becomes the UK's first all-talk 
radio station outside of London." This was unusual as most stations launched 
‘golden oldie' stations on their AM frequencies. 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o 3 January - Glasgow station Radio Clyde is replaced by Clyde 1 on FM and Clyde 
2 on MW in Glasgow. 

o 22 January - Radio Borders begins broadcasting across the Scottish Border 
region. 

o 7 February - Cool FM begins broadcasting to Belfast on FM. Downtown 
Radio continues on MW in Belfast and on FM across Northern Ireland. 

o 17 February - KFM begins broadcasting to Stockport. 

o 4 March - London's Jazz FM, a station playing mainly soul and jazz music, 
launches with an Ella Fitzgerald concert at the Royal Albert Hall “5251 

o 18 March - Radio Thamesmead begins broadcasting to the Thamesmead area of 
London. 

o 31 March - Choice FM begins broadcasting to the Brixton area of London. 

o 6 April- 
= KCBC begins broadcasting to Kettering and Corby. 
= Belfast Community Radio 

o 15 April - Isle of Wight Radio begins broadcasting. 


o 21 April - FTP begins broadcasting to Bristol. 

o 14 May - Buzz FM begins broadcasting to Birmingham. 

o 21 May - South West Sound begins broadcasting across Dumfries and Galloway. 

o 1 June - Red Rose Radio is split into two stations - Red Rose Rock FM using the 
FM frequency and Red Rose Gold on the medium wave frequency. 

o 4 June - 
= Centre Sound begins broadcasting to Falkirk. 
= CityBeat begins broadcasting to Belfast. 

o 24 June - Chiltern Supergold begins broadcasting on the MW frequencies of 
Chiltern Radio. 

o 25 june - 
= Airport Information Radio begins broadcasting, providing a travel news 

service to Heathrow and Gatwick airports. 
= Spectrum Radio begins broadcasting. The station provides airtime to various 
ethnic communities across London. 

o 9 July - Melody 105.4 FM begins broadcasting an easy listening melodic music 
service across London. 

o 15 july - 
= Edinburgh station Radio Forth is replaced on FM by Forth Fm and on MW 

by Max AM 
= Touch AM begins broadcasting in South Wales. 

o 17 July - Leeds station Radio Aire is replaced on FM by Aire FM and on MW 
by Magic 828. 

o 28 August - Radio Harmony begins broadcasting in Coventry. 

o 1 September - Official launch of dance music station Kiss FM. The station had 
previously operated as a pirate broadcaster but now broadcasts legally across 
London.. 

o 6 October - The Superstation closes after 2 years 3 months on air at 6am after 
going into liquidation. 

o 7 October - Mellow 1557 begins broadcasting to the Tendring area of Essex. 

o 8 October - Severn Sound splits into two services, with Severn Sound continuing 
on FM with 3 Counties Radio launching on MW. 

o October - Echo 96 begins broadcasting to South Cheshire and Staffordshire. 

o 5 November - Wear FM begins broadcasting to Sunderland. 

o 30 December - WABC begins broadcasting to Shropshire. 

1991 

o 1 January - The Radio Authority comes into being, replacing the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority as the UK’s radio regulator. 

o 27 January - Galaxy Radio replaces FTP in Bristol. This station would be part of 
Chiltern Radio's Hot FM network, with separate programmes during the day and 
taking the main network output from Milton Keynes between 2200-0600 
overnight. 

o 10 March - South Coast Radio launches on MW along the Sussex and Hampshire 
coast. 

o March - After two years on air, Radio City closes its MW talk station City Talk 
1548 AM and replaces it with Radio City Gold. 

o June - Airport Information Radio closes after just a year on air. 

o 5 July - Chiltern Radio launches Network News. 


o July - The Radio Authority awards the first Independent National Radio licence to 
Showtime Radio, which proposes a ‘songs from the shows' format. The rules, as 
set out by the 1990 Broadcasting Act, stated that the Authority had to give the 
licence to the highest cash bidder, providing that the applicant met criteria set 
down in the Broadcasting Act“4 and Showtime offered the highest amount out of 
the three applicants. 

o August - The Radio Authority re-awards the first Independent National 
Radio licence to Classic FM because Showtime has been unable to secure the 
required funding within the required time as stipulated by the Authority. 

o 31 August - The Pulse of West Yorkshire replaces Pennine FM in Bradford, Halifax 
and Huddersfield. 

o 19 October - SIBC begins broadcasting to the Shetland Islands. 

o Unknown - Signal buys neighbouring KFM and merges the station with Echo 96 
resulting in the launch of Signal Cheshire. 

1992 

o 15 February - Radio Orwell changes its name to SGR FM following the purchase 
of the station by East Anglian Radio. 

o 1 March - Lincs FM beings broadcasting to Lincolnshire. 

o 14 March - Heartland FM begins broadcasting to the Scottish towns 
of Pitlochry and Aberfeldy. 

o 3 April - Pirate FM begins broadcasting across Cornwall. 

o 14 April - Peterborough station Hereward Radio is replaced on FM by Hereward 
FM and on MW by The Worlds Greatest Music Station. 

o April - The Radio Authority awards the second Independent National 
Radio licence to Independent Music Radio, a consortium jointly owned by TV- 
am and Virgin Communications Ltd. The Authority had hoped that the station 
would launch by the end of the year but it didn’t launch until the following April. 

o 4 May - Mercury 96.4 begins broadcasting to Guildford. 

o 25 May - Radio Wave 96.5 begins broadcasting to Blackpool. 

o 1 July - KL.FM 96.7 begs broadcasting to King’s Lynn. 

o 4 July - Minster FM begins broadcasting to York and the surrounding areas of mid 
North Yorkshire. 

o July - As Classic FM prepares to launch, test transmissions are carried out using a 
recording of birdsong originally made for a Raymond Briggs play about nuclear 
war in 1991. The recording proves popular with listeners and is later launched 
as Birdsong Radio.” 

o 1 September - Q96 begins broadcasting to Paisley in Renfrewshire. 

o 5 September - Spire FM begins broadcasting to Salisbury and the surrounding 
area. 

o 7 September - Britain's first national commercial radio station, Classic 
EM launches at 6am. 

o 1 October - Sunshine 855 begins broadcasting on MW to the Ludlow area. The 
frequency had previously been used by BBC Radio Shropshire. 

o 15 October - Island FM begins broadcasting to the Channel Islands 
of Guernsey and Alderney. 

o 18 October - After previously enjoying success as a pirate radio 
station, Sunshine 855 in Shropshire officially goes on air. 

o 12 December - Lantern FM starts broadcasting to 
the Barnstable and Ilfracombe areas of north west Devon. 

o 25 October - Channel 103 begins broadcasting to the Channel Island of Jersey. 


o 22 November - Delta FM begins broadcasting to Alton and Haslemere. 

o 14 December - Radio Ceredigion begins broadcasting to Aberystwyth and the 
West Wales Coast. 

1993 

o 18 January - Signal Gold launches as a full time station on Signal Radio's MW 
frequency although a limited split service had been operating for the past year in 
the form of a separate MW-only Golden Breakfast Show. 

o 1 March - The Bay begins broadcasting to southern Cumbria and north 
Lancashire. 

o 14 April - CFM begins broadcasting to Carlisle. 

o 30 April - Virgin 1215, Britain's second national commercial radio station 
broadcasting on Radio 3's old mediumwave frequency, is launched by 
owner Richard Branson at 12.15pm. 

o 1 May - Ten 17 begins broadcasting to Harlow in Essex. 

o 21 May - Star FM begins broadcasting to the Berkshire towns 
of Slough, Maidenhead and Windsor. 

o May - Country Music Radio begins broadcasting a country music service on 
satellite and cable. 

o 1 July - Radio Maldwyn begins broadcasting on AM to the Montgomeryshire area 
of Wales. 

o 25 July - The last Network Chart Show goes out on Independent Local Radio. 

o July - Midland Radio Plc, which owns several stations, including BRMB, is 
acquired by GCap Media. 

o 1 August - 'Doctor' Neil Fox introduces the first Pepsi Chart, a Sunday 
afternoon Top 40 Countdown show for commercial radio, and based 
on single sales and airplay. 

o 27 August - Marcher Coast begins broadcasting. The station covers the north 
Wales coastal area from Llandudno eastwards. 

o September - The Radio Authority announces that it will not be renewing LBC's 
licence. The new licensee is to be London News Radio, a consortium led by 
former LBC staff and backed by Guinness Mahon.” 

o 4 September - Wessex FM begins broadcasting across central and 
western Dorset. 

o 7 October - Yorkshire Coast Radio begins broadcasting to the North Yorkshire 
coastal towns of Scarborough and Whitby. 

o 17 October - SGR Colchester begins broadcasting to the Colchester area. 

o 21 October - Q102.9 begins broadcasting to the Derry area of Northern Ireland. 

o October - Manchester station Sunset 102 goes into liquidation. 

o Unknown - London station WNK closes.2° WNK's closure allows London Greek 
Radio, with whom it had shared a frequency, to begin full time broadcasts. 

o Unknown - Sunrise Radio starts to broadcast across London when it begins 
transmission on the MW frequency previously occupied by BBC GLR. 

1994 

o 5 March - Following the purchase by GWR of Mercia FM, Trent FM and Leicester 
Sound, Radio Trent's Derbyshire service is renamed Ram FM and two days 
later Xtra AM in Coventry is replaced by a Mercia-branded relay of Classic Gold. 

o 7 March - Manchester United launches its own radio station Manchester United 
Radio.24 The station operates on home match days. 

o 5 April - News Direct 97.3FM and London News Talk 1152AM begin broadcasting. 


They replace LBC Newstalk and London Talkback Radio. The change occurs 


following last year's decision by the Radio Authority not renew LBC's licence, 
instead giving it to London News Radio, a consortium led by former LBC staff 
and backed by Guinness Mahon. 


o 15 April - Mix 96 begins broadcasting to Aylesbury. 

o 6 June - NECR begins broadcasting to Inverurie and the surrounding areas 
of Aberdeenshire. 

o 20 June - Fortune 1458 launches in Manchester. The station uses BBC Radio 
Manchester's old MW frequency. 

o June - Following the purchase of Cambridge station CNFM by GWR, the station is 
relaunched as Q103. 

o 4 July - 97.2 Stray FM begins broadcasting to the Harrogate and Ripon areas of 
North Yorkshire. 

o 1 August - Nevis Radio begins broadcasting to the Fort William area. 

o 1-16 September - The UK's first five regional commercial stations start 
broadcasting. They are 100.4 Jazz FM (north west England), 100-102 Century 
Radio (north east England), Galaxy 101 which launches a dance music service on 
the 4th to the Severn estuary area, 100.7 Heart FM which launches on the 6th 
and covers the West Midlands and Scot FM which broadcasts music and speech 
to the Scottish central belt. 

o 1 September - Country 1035 begins broadcasting a country music service on 
MW to London. 

o 16 October - Kiss 102 begins broadcasting a dance music service to Manchester. 

o 22 October - Oasis Radio begins broadcasting to Watford. 

o 31 December - This is the final day on air for DevonAir and Buzz FM. The stations 
lost their licenses to Gemini Radio”?! and Choice FM respectively. 

1995 

o 1 January - Gemini Radio and Choice FM’s first day on air. 

o 9 January - 
= Two Scottish stations do the splits when Tay AM and Tay FM and Northsound 

One and Northsound Two begin broadcasting. 

o 14 February - Talk Radio UK becomes the last of three national commercial radio 
stations to go on air. It broadcasts on the old Radio 1 mediumwave frequency. 

o 10 April - Virgin Radio starts broadcasting on FM in London. The station is a full 
simulcast of the national service apart from a 45 minute weekday early evening 
programme. 

o 30 May - Radio XL begins broadcasting to the Asian community of the West 
Midlands. The frequency was previously used by BBC WM. 

o 10 June - Premier Christian Radio becomes the UK’s first Christian radio station 
when it launches on AM across London. 

o 25 june - Vale FM begins broadcasting to the Shaftesbury area of Dorset. 

o 3 July - Viva 963 becomes the UK’s first female-orientated radio station when it 
starts broadcasting on AM across London. 

o 8 July - KFM begins broadcasting to the towns of Sevenoaks, Tonbridge, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Dartford, Gravesend and the surrounding areas of South East of 
England. 

o 17 August - London Turkish Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 5 September - Heart 106.2 begins broadcasting an adult contemporary music 
service across London. 

o 9 September - Sabras Sound begins broadcasting to Leicester’s Asian 


community on AM. It replaces Sunrise East Midlands. 


o 24 September - Amber Radio launches on MW across East Anglia. 

o 30 September - 
= CFM West Cumbria begins broadcasting to the Cumbrian towns 

of Workington and Whitehaven. 
= Sound Wave begins broadcasting on FM in Swansea. Swansea 
Sound continues on AM. 

o 30 November - 103.2 Alpha Radio begins broadcasting to the Darlington area. 

o Unknown - Coventry station Radio Harmony is rebranded as Kix 96 and changes 
frequency. 

1996 

o 5 February - Radio Wyvern becomes the last commercial station in England to 
end simulcasting on FM and AM.41 

o 1 April - Network News closes. 

o 4 April - Guildford station 96.4 The Eagle replaces Mercury 96.4. 

o 21 April - Spirit FM begins broadcasting to the Sussex coastal towns 
of Chichester, Bognor Regis and Llittlehampton. 

o 24 May - FM102 The Bear begins broadcasting to Stratford-upon-Avon. 

o 3 June - Asian Sound Radio begins broadcasting on MW across East Lancashire. 

o 1 July - The LBC name returns to London's airwaves following a rebrand of 
London News Radio's MW station News Talk 1152. 

o July - The Radio Authority receives 25 bids for the final FM citywide London 
licence. XFM is chosen as the winner. 

o 15 July - Oban FM begins broadcasting to the Oban area of west Scotland. 

o 2 September - Supergold closes after eight years on air, replaced by Classic 
Gold at 7am. Classic Gold was based at Chiltern Radio studios in Dunstable from 
this point. 

o 9 September - Following a change in ownership, Manchester station Fortune 
1458 is renamed Lite AM. 

o September - The Radio Authority awards a full-time commercial licence to a 
student radio station for the first time when it awards the Oxford licence 
to Oxygen FM. 

o 29 September - The Beach begins broadcasting to the Norfolk coastal towns 
of Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft. 

o 23 November - Valleys Radio begins broadcasting on MW to the South Wales 
valleys. 

o Unknown - Hallam FM switches off its transmitter covering Rotherham as part of 
its licence agreement. 

1997 

o January - Leicester Sound moves frequency (from 103.2 to 105.4) and increases 
transmitter power to allow the station to cover the county of Leicestershire. 

o 6 January - West FM begins broadcasting on FM to Ayr and the surrounding 
areas. West Sound Radio continues on MW. 

o February - Emap launches a network of Magic stations on its MW frequencies 
across the north of England. The Yorkshire stations launch on 12 February, 
replacing and Great Yorkshire Gold and a week later Magic 1152 and Magic 
1170 replace Great North Radio. 

o 14 February - At 1.05pm, Kiss 105 begins broadcasting a dance music service 
across East, West and South Yorkshire. 

o 17 March - 


= The roll-out of the Magic brand concludes when the north west Magic stations 
- Magic 1152 and Magic Magic 1548 launch. 

= After broadcasting a one-month temporary service called 1278 and 1530 AM 
West Yorkshire, Classic Gold launches in Bradford and Halifax/Huddersfield. 
The station is a simulcast of the Classic Gold network heard on MW in central 
and southern England with a local breakfast show supplemented by local 
news and information throughout the day. 

1 April - Wish FM begins broadcasting to Wigan. 

4 May - Yorkshire Dales Radio begins broadcasting on MW across the Yorkshire 

Dales. 

23 May - Lochbroom FM begins broadcasting to the Scottish town of Ullapool. 

31 August - Regular programming across UK radio is interrupted to provide 

ongoing news coverage of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

1 September - 

= XFM London begins broadcasting an indie music service across London. It 
becomes the final London-wide station on FM. 

= KMFM Medway begins broadcasting to the Medway Towns area of Kent. 

6 September - Many UK radio stations broadcast live coverage of the Funeral of 

Diana, Princess of Wales. 

21 September - KMFM Canterbury begins broadcasting. 

23 September - Century 106 begins broadcasting a regional service across the 

East Midlands. 

29 September - 

= Following the purchase of Faze FM, owner of Kiss 102 and Kiss 105, 
by Chrysalis Radio, the dance music stations are renamed Galaxy 
102 and Galaxy 105. 

= KMEFM Shepway and White Cliffs Country begins broadcasting 
to Dover and Folkestone. 

7 October - 107.7 The Wolf begins broadcasting to Wolverhampton. 

12 October - Dune FM begins broadcasting to Southport. 

20 October - European Klassik Rock begins broadcasting a classic rock service 

via satellite. The station also operates 28-day RSLs in various cities and counties. 

23 October - Star 107.7 begins broadcasting to Weston-super-Mare. 

1 November - Fosseway Radio begins broadcasting to the Hinckley area 

of Leicestershire. 

17 November - Sovereign FM begins broadcasting to Eastbourne and Hailsham. 

22 November - Vibe 105-108 begins broadcasting a dance music service across 

East Anglia. 

28 November - Star FM 107.2 begins broadcasting to Bristol. 

6 December - Waves Radio begins broadcasting to the Peterhead area of 

Aberdeenshire. 

9 December - Chris Evans's media production company, Ginger Media 

Group buys Virgin Radio from Richard Branson for £85m. Branson had planned to 

sell the station to Capital Radio, but Evans, who had not wanted to work for the 

station, launched a rival bid. 


1998 


17 January - KMFM Thanet begins broadcasting to the Thanet area of Kent. 

1 March - Huddersfield FM begins broadcasting to Huddersfield. 

7 March - Isle of Wight Radio and Isles FM begins broadcasting. The latter station 
broadcasts to the Scottish Western islands. 


o 23 March - Star Radio (Cambridge and Ely) begins broadcasting to Cambridge 
and Ely. 

o 27 March - 107 Crash FM begins broadcasting a new music service to Liverpool. 

o 10 April - Arrow FM begins broadcasting to the Hastings area of East Sussex. 

o April - After just seven months on air, East Midlands station Radio 106 is 
rebranded as Century 106 and relaunched with a new team of presenters.!22 

o 18 May- 
= Kestral FM begins broadcasting to Basingstoke. 
= Active FM begins broadcasting to the Havering area of east London. 

o 25 May - Silk FM begins broadcasting to Macclesfield. 

o 31 May - Xtra AM closes after nine years on air and the station is replaced by a 
relay of Capital Gold. 1998 also saw capital Gold rolling out in Birmingham and 
Kent, replacing Xtra AM and Invicta Supergold respectively. 

o 6 June - Centre FM begins broadcasting to Burton, Lichfield and Tamworth. 

o 14 June - Wave 105 begins broadcasting across the Solent area. 

o 15 August - QuayWest Radio begins broadcasting to the Bridgwater area of West 
Somerset. 

o 1 September - Wire FM begins broadcasting to Warrington. 

o 7 September - CAT FM begins broadcasting to the Cheltenham and surrounding 
areas of north Gloucestershire. 

o 8 September - Century 105 starts broadcasting, becoming the north west’s 
second regional station. 

o 5 October - 
= One hour of Virgin Radio's breakfast show starts simulcasting on Sky One. 

When a track was played on the radio, viewers saw the song's video.24 
= Kingdom FM begins broadcasting across Fife. 

o 7 October - Peak FM begins broadcasting to the Chesterfield area of Derbyshire. 

18 October - Chelmer FM begins broadcasting to Chelmsford. 

o 1 November - Fosseway Radio begins broadcasting to the Hinckley area 
of Leicestershire. 

o 12 November - TalkCo Holdings, whose chairman and chief executive was 

former Sun Editor Kelvin MacKenzie, purchases Talk Radio.2® 
19 November - Mellow 1557 closes and relaunches on FM as Dream 100.2% 
28 November - RNA Arbroath begins broadcasting. 
29 November - The Falcon begins broadcasting to Cambridge. 
11 December - Champion FM begins broadcasting to Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
13 December - Rutland Radio begins broadcasting to the Rutland area. 
December - Melody Radio is renamed Magic 105.4 FM following the purchase of 
Melody Radio by Emap. 
o Unknown - After just a year on air European Klassik Rock closes down. 
o Unknown - South Coast Radio closes after seven years on air and its station is 
replaced by Capital Gold. 
1999 
o January- 
= Choice FM is taken over by the Chrysalis Group, which later renames Choice 
FM Birmingham Galaxy 102.2. 

= London's dance/urban station Kiss 100 is rebranded by EMAP Radio with a 
new logo and mainstream pop music is introduced to the playlist, this leads 
to criticism from some DJ's and listeners. 
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o 1 February - Mansfield 103.2 begins broadcasting. 
o 8 February - FLR 107.3 begins broadcasting to the Lewisham area of south 
London. 
20 March - Tower FM begins broadcasting to Bolton and Bury. 
3 May - Telford FM begins broadcasting. 
22 May - Northern Ireland stations Goldbeat and Heartbeat 1521 close down. 
18 June - Launch of Sky News Radio, a service providing bespoke bulletins 
for Talk Radio. 
o 26 June - Fire 107.6 begins broadcasting to Bournemouth and Poole. 
o 24 july - 106.8 Lite FM begins broadcasting to Peterborough. 
o 30 August - 
= Wave 102 begins broadcasting to Dundee. 
= The Revolution begins broadcasting go the Oldham, Rochdale and 
surrounding areas of eastern Greater Manchester. 
o 5 September - SouthCity FM 
19 September - 107.4 The Quay begins broadcasting to Portsmouth. 
o 3 October - 
= Fen Radio 107.5 begins broadcasting to the Fenlands area. 
= Ridings FM begins broadcasting to the Wakefield and the five towns area of 
West Yorkshire. 
= Win 107.2 begins broadcasting to Winchester. 
o 7 November - Yorkshire Coast Radio Bridlington begins broadcasting 
to Bridlington and Filey. It operates as an opt-out service from the 
nearby Scarborough station. 
o 15 November - 
= Britain's first national commercial DAB digital radio multiplex, Digital One, 
goes on air to England, and parts of Scotland and Wales. The stations carried 
at launch include the three national commercial AM/FM services - Classic 
FM, Virgin Radio (now Absolute) and Talk Radio UK (now talkSPORT) - along 
with two new digital-first stations - fresh pop service Core and adult classic 
rock station Planet Rock, both then under the ownership of Classic FM's then 
parent (and Digital One shareholder) GWR Group. Digital One would extend 
its station lineup and transmission area over subsequent years, and became 
available to Northern Ireland from 2013 (following the completion of digital 
television switchover in the UK and Republic of Ireland the prior autumn). 
= Bath FM begins broadcasting. 
o 19 November - 
= Beat 106 begins broadcasting across a new music service across the Scottish 
central belt. 
= 107 The Edge begins broadcasting across Lanarkshire. 
o 1 December - South Hams Radio begins broadcasting to the South Hams area 
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of Devon. 
2000s[edit] 
e 2000 


o 26 January - Q97.2, fully known as Q97.2 Causeway Radio, begins broadcasting 
to the Coleraine area of Northern Ireland. 
o 17 February - Talk Radio UK is rebranded as talkSPORT. 
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14 March - Chris Evans sells his Ginger Media Group to SMG plc for £225m. 
ea The sale made Evans the highest paid entertainer in the UK in 2000, 


estimated by the Sunday Times Rich List to have been paid around £35.5million. 
[3a 


1 May - 106.3 Bridge FM begins broadcasting to the Bridgend area of South 

Wales. 

2 May - Oneword begins broadcasting on Digital One.22! 

3 May - Choice 107.1 begins broadcasting to north London. 

29 May - Kick FM begins broadcasting to the Newbury area of Berkshire. 

May - Capital Radio buys Border Radio Holdings, thereby acquiring the three 

Century radio stations.22 

26 June - The Groove begins broadcasting. 

10 July - 

= Ten 17 changes its name to Ten 17 Mercury. 

= Argyll FM begins broadcasting to the Campbelltown, Kintyre, Islay and Jura 
areas of Scotland. 

25 July - 2BR begins broadcasting to the Burnley area of east Lancashire. 

28 September - Channel Travel Radio closes. 

3 October - South Wales regional station Real Radio Wales begins broadcasting. 

16 October - PrimeTime Radio begins broadcasting on Digital One. It provides a 

music service aimed at the over 50s. 

4 December - FLR 107.3 changes its name to Fusion 107.3FM. 

Unknown - Coventry student station Source FM begins broadcasting. 


2001 
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1 March - 107.8 Radio Jackie begins broadcasting to the Kingston-upon- 
Thames area. 

3 March - Hertbeat FM begins broadcasting to Hertford. 

31 March - Bright 106.4 begins broadcasting to the Burgess Hill and Haywards 
Heath areas of West Sussex. 

30 May - Castle Rock FM begins broadcasting to the Dumbarton area. 

3 June - Compass FM begins broadcasting to Grimsby and Cleethorpes. 

16 June - KCR 106.7 begins broadcasting to the Knowsley area of Merseyside. 
4 July - Quay West 107.4 begins broadcasting to the Somerset coast. 

August - The KM Group take full control of Neptune Radio and CTFM. 

11 September - Following a terrorist attack on the United States, and the 
collapse of the Twin Towers in New York City, live on television, most 
broadcasters abandon regular programming in order to provide up to date 
coverage of unfolding events. 

September - the KM Group rebrands its newly acquired Mercury FM stations 
as KMFM West Kent and KMFM Medway. 

16 October - Saga 105.7 FM, the UK’s first radio station dedicated to the over- 
50s, begins broadcasting in Birmingham. 

October - The Sky News Radio service is expanded to provide hourly news 
bulletins, audio and scripts for a number of clients in the commercial radio 
sector. 

23 October - Lakeland Radio begins broadcasting to the Cumbrian towns 

of Keswick, Windermere and Kendal. 

31 October - Mix 107 begins broadcasting to Aylesbury. 

5 November - 3TR FM begins broadcasting to the Warminster area of Wiltshire. 


o December - The eight medium wave Magic stations in northern England begin 
networking 10 am - 2 pm and 7 pm - 6 am with the London station Magic 
105.4 providing the programmes. 

o Unknown - Garrison FM begins broadcasting. The station serves military bases 
across the UK. 

2002 

o 8 January - Scot FM becomes part of the Real Radio network when it is 
purchased by GMG Radio and is renamed Real Radio Scotland. 

o mid February - 107.7 Chelmer FM is renamed Dream 107.7. 

o 28 February-1 March - The first three community radio stations - Bradford 
Community Broadcasting, Cross Rhythms in Stoke and Angel Community 
Radio (Havant) - start broadcasting as part of a trial of community radio which 
sees 15 stations go on air during 2002. The trial, under the title of “Access 
Radio”, saw each station originally licensed for one year. All three stations are 
still on air today. 

o 11 March - TEAMtalk 252 launches. It is intended as a rival 
for talkSPORT and BBC Radio 5 Live. 

o 19 March - Q101.2 begins broadcasting to Omagh and Enniskillen. 

o 25 March - Real Radio Yorkshire begins broadcasting a music and speech service 

to West and South Yorkshire. 

14 July - 102.5 Radio Pembrokeshire begins broadcasting. 

31 July - TeamTalk 252 closes after four months on air. 

31 August - Rugby FM begins broadcasting. 

September - The KM Group rebrands its newly acquired Mercury FM stations 

as KMFM West Kent and KMFM Medway. 

o 22 October - Reading 107 begins broadcasting. 

o 8 November - The Radio Authority relieves London station Liberty Radio of its 
licence to broadcast. The station had repeatedly only obtained a 0.1% share of 
listening. The Authority awarded the licence to Club Asia, which had previously 
been broadcasting for several hours each day on Spectrum Radio. This had been 
the first time in several years that the incumbent broadcaster's licence had not 
been renewed. 

o Unknown - Smash Hits Radio begins broadcasting. 

2003 

o 3 January - Severn Estuary regional station Galaxy 101 is renamed Vibe 101. 

o 6 January - The LBC services swap wavebands. The rolling news service News 
Direct 97.3 moves to AM and is renamed LBC News 1152 and LBC News 1152 
transfers to FM and is renamed LBC 97.3. The change takes place following the 
purchase of the two stations by Chrysalis Radio. 

o January - Neptune Radio and CTFM are rebranded KMFM Shepway and White 
Cliffs Country and KMFM Canterbury respectively. 

o January - Just over a year after EMAP decided to simulcast London station Magic 
105.4 on its eight medium wave Magic stations in northern England, and 
following a sharp decline in listening, the station ends the networking of Magic 
105.4. It replaces the simulcast with a regional northern network. 

o 1 February - Mid 106 FM begins broadcasting across mid Ulster. 

o 11 February - John Peters presents the first programme (the breakfast show) 
on Saga 106.6 FM in Nottingham, making it his third station launch. He 
launched Radio Trent in 1975 and GEM-AM in 1988.2425 

o 1 March - Dee 106.3 begins broadcasting to Chester. 
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o 5 May - 107 Splash FM begins broadcasting to Worthing. 

o 1 July - The rolling news service on Digital One, provided by ITN, stops 
broadcasting. 

o 3 July - Having lost its licence, Liberty Radio closes down after eight years on air. 
It is immediately replaced by Club Asia. 

o 3 September - River FM begins broadcasting to the Livingston area of West 
Lothian. 

o 5 October - Dearne FM begins broadcasting to Barnsley and the surrounding 
area. 

o 18 October - CTR 105.6 begins broadcasting to Maidstone in Kent. 

o 26 October - lvel FM begins broadcasting to the Yeovil area of south Somerset. 

o 10 November - North Norfolk Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 22 November - Two Lochs Radio begins broadcasting to the Loch Ewe area of 
Scotland. 

o 6 December - Bloomberg stops broadcasting on Digital One. 

o Unknown - Heat Radio and The Hits Radio begin broadcasting. 

o Unknown - Insight Radio begins broadcasting. 

2004 

o 1 January - Ofcom replaces The Radio Authority. 

o 13 February - North west regional station 100.4 Jazz FM closes down after nearly 
ten years on air. It is replaced on 1 March by 100.4 Smooth FM.2# 

o 4 April- High Peak Radio begins broadcasting to the High Peak area 
of Derbyshire. 

o 1 May - KMFM Extra begins broadcasting across Kent. 

o 10 June - Kerrang! 105.2 begins broadcasting an indie-rock service across 
the West Midlands. 

o 13 June - 97.1 Radio Carmarthenshire begins broadcasting. 

o 14 july - 97.5 Scarlet FM begins broadcasting to the Llanelli area. 

o 7 September - Saga 105.2 FM begins broadcasting, becoming the third station to 
broadcast to Scotland’s central belt. 

2005 

o 21 February - Chill begins broadcasting. 

o 7 June - London's 102.2 Jazz FM is relaunched as 102.2 Smooth FM. It replaced | 
102.2 Jazz FM which had closed on 27 May.&4 

o 21 June - Emap buys Scottish Radio Holdings." 

o 29 August - 106 Century FM is rebranded as Heart 106. 

o 3 October - KMFM Ashford begins broadcasting. 

o 1November - Birmingham-based community station Aston FM begins 
broadcasting. 

o 25 November - The UK's first Islamic radio station, Islam Radio, is established 
in Bradford, West Yorkshire.2% 

o 5 December - 102.6 & 106.8 Durham FM begins broadcasting. 

o Unknown - After being acquired by the CN Group, Kix 96 and its other sister 
stations in the south Midlands are rebranded as Touch FM. 

2006 

o 14 February - Talk 107 begins broadcasting a speech-based service 
across Edinburgh. 

o 25 February - Touch FM (Banbury) begins broadcasting. 

o 2 June - Primetime Radio closes after six years on air. 


o 29 June - 99.9 Radio Norwich begins broadcasting. 

o 10 July - Yorkshire Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 15 August - Gaydio becomes the UK’s first analogue radio station aimed at the 
LGBT community when it begins broadcasting in central Manchester. 

o 29 August - Heart 106 replaces Century 106 in the East Midlands. 

o 2 September - Brunel FM begins broadcasting to Swindon. 

o 6 September - Kiss 100 is relaunched after a decline in listening figures, dance 
stations Vibe 101 and Vibe 105-108 are also rebranded to Kiss. 

o November - CTR 105.6 in Maidstone, Kent, is purchased by the KM Group, taking 
the number of KM-owned stations in Kent to 7. 

o December - GMG Radio purchases the Saga Radio Group.“ 

o 29 September - Cambridge station Star 107.9 closes after eight years on air. 

o 16 October - 107.3 Abbey FM begins broadcasting to Barrow-in-Furness and the 
surrounding area.. 

o 18 December - Radio Music Shop begins broadcasting. The station, which claims 
to be the world’s first retail radio station, lasted less than a year, closing on 5 
October 2007. 

o 25 December - theJazz begins broadcasting on Digital One. 

o Unknown - Galaxy 102.2 is renamed Galaxy Birmingham in line with 
other Galaxy radio stations. 

2007 

o January - The Channel 4 Radio brand is launched by Channel 4.2! 

o 29 January - Livingston station River FM closes after less than four years on air. 

o February - Harborough FM begins broadcasting to Market Harborough. 

o 5 March - The Coventry University students union radio station Source 
Radio begins broadcasting to Coventry on 1431AM.421 Source was launched on 
AM to fill the gap left by youth station Kix 96 after it was rebranded as Touch 
Radio and adopted an adult contemporary format. 

o 26 March - All Smooth Radio and Saga Radio are relaunched as the Smooth 
Network. Consequently 100.4 Smooth Radio operates in North West 
England, 102.2 Smooth Radio operates in London, 105.2 Smooth 
Radio - Glasgow, 106.6 Smooth Radio - East Midlands and 105.7 Smooth 
Radio airs in the West Midlands. 

o 27 March - Country music station 3C closes after eight years on air. 

o 16 April - Life FM (Harlesden) begins broadcasting to the Harlesden are of 
London. 

o 20 May - Original 106.5 (Bristol) begins broadcasting. 

o 8 June - Newcastle-based community station NE1fm begins broadcasting. 

o 11 June - Minster Northallerton launches as an opt-out service from the York 
station. 

o 25 June - It is announced that the Heart Network along with its sister 
stations The Arrow, LBC and Galaxy are to be sold for £170 million to Global 
Radio from Chrysalis Radio.“# 

o 3 August - All stations in the Classic Gold and Capital Gold networks are replaced 
by a new network called simply Gold, the result of the merger of the Classic 
Gold and Capital Gold networks under one owner, GCap Media. 

o 6 August - Norwich-based community station Future Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 23 August - GMG Radio confirms that Mark Goodier's mid-morning show 


on 102.2 Smooth Radio will be syndicated across other Smooth stations in the 
network from September.“4 


o 3 September - Radio Scilly begins broadcasting to the Isles of Scilly. 

12 September - CTR 105.6 is rebranded as KMFM Maidstone. 

o 25 September - Heat Radio re-launches with presenters and showbiz news 
throughout the day, having previously been a music only service.“ 

o 5 October - Community station Seaside FM begins broadcasting to 
the Withernsea area of East Yorkshire. 

o 8 October - Radio Cardiff begins broadcasting. 

o 18 October - Community station BRfm begins broadcasting to the Ebbw 
Vale area.. 

o 28 October - Original 106 (Aberdeen) begins broadcasting. 

o 10 December - Phoenix Radio begins broadcasting to the West Yorkshire town 
of Halifax. 

o 14 December - Sunshine Radio (FM) begins broadcasting 
to Herefordshire and Monmouthshire.. 

2008 

o 8 January - 97.5 Smooth Radio becomes north east England’s third regional 
station when it begins broadcasting. The licence had been awarded to Saga 
Radio but Smooth’s owners GMG Group took over Saga in 2007, replacing the 
saga stations with Smooth Radio. 

o 11 January - 
= Birdsong Radio launches on the Digital One platform following the closure 

of Oneword.“2 The station features recording of birdsong, a device first 
employed in 1992 as a test transmission for Classic FM.s%su 
= Another of the original Digital One stations, Core Radio, stops broadcasting. 

o 12 January - The Forces Station BFBS begins a trial period of broadcasting 
nationwide across the UK on DAB from midnight. The trial ran until 23:59 on 31 
March 2008, and audience research carried out during this time concluded that it 
was successful. BFBS subsequently returned to DAB Digital Radio on a 
permanent basis." 

o 28 January - City Talk 105.9 begins broadcasting, returning speech radio 
to Liverpool after 17 years. 

o 29 January - Bauer completes its purchase of Emap's radio, television and 

consumer media businesses, purchasing the assets for £1.14bn.=! 

15 February - Exeter-based community station Phonic FM begins broadcasting. 

18 February - Exeter FM begins broadcasting. 

15 March - Swindon 105.5 begins broadcasting. 

26 March - Leicestershire stations Fosseway Radio and Oak 107 FM close down. 

Both had been on air since the late 1990s. 

o 31 March - Following its decision to exit digital broadcasting, GCap 
closes theJazz and Capital Life." To compensate, two hours of jazz music are 
broadcast each night on Classic FM. 

o 1 April - Rock Radio (North East) begins broadcasting. 

o 4 April- 
= Touch FM (Warwick) begins broadcasting. 
= Digital station Virgin Radio Groove closes after eight years on air. 

o 28 April - The Heart Network begins simulcasting some of its programmes 
from Heart 106.2 in London. There are now only ten hours of local programming 
from 100.7 Heart FM in Birmingham and Heart 106 in the East Midlands during 
weekdays and four hours on Saturday and Sunday. 

o May - Andover Sound begins broadcasting. 


(e) 
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o 3 May - After 14 years on air, Manchester United Radio closes. 

o 5 May - 106.1 Rock Radio begins broadcasting to Manchester. 

o 2 June -Q Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 16 June - Nation Radio begins broadcasting across South Wales. 

o 24 June - NME Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 1 July - Grooveradio begins broadcasting. 

o 31 July - Fen Radio 107.5 closes after nine years on air. 

o 8 August - Thomas Quirk, the former managing director of Saga 105.2 FM (the 
predecessor to 105.2 Smooth Radio in Glasgow) criticises parent company GMG 
Radio's decision to sack six local Scottish presenters in favour of increased 
networking of shows from Smooth stations in London and Manchester. The 
station had operated a 24-hour schedule of local programming until August 
2008.55 

o 9 August - South Birmingham Community Radio begins broadcasting.&2 

o 29 September - Virgin Radio changes its name to Absolute Radio. 

o 8 October - Jazz FM returns to the airwaves. 

o 11 October - The closure of Channel 4 Radio is announced.&4 

o 14 October - Radio Hartlepool begins broadcasting. 

o 30 October - Original 106 is renamed The Coast following the sale of the station 
two months earlier to Celador. 

o 5 November - Focal Radio (2008-2009) 

o 8 November - Poole-based community station The Bay 102.8 begins 
broadcasting. 

o 7 December - 106.5 Central Radio begins broadcasting 
to Preston, Leyland and Chorlely. 

o 23 December - Edinburgh station Talk 107 closes after two years on air. 

o Unknown - Celtic Music Radio begins broadcasting a Celtic music service 
in Glasgow. 

2009 

o 5 January - Chiltern Radio, Hereward FM, Radio Broadland, Q103, Northants 
96, SGR Colchester, SGR Ipswich, and Horizon Radio are all rebranded 
as Heart after earlier being acquired by Global Radio.®=! 

o 10 January - Vixen 101 begins broadcasting a community service to the Market 
Weighton area of East Yorkshire. 

o 30 January - South Cumbria station 107.3 Abbey FM closes after less than three 
years on air. 

o 1 February - Wight FM begins broadcasting. 

o 23 March - Fox FM, GWR FM Bath, GWR Bristol, GWR FM Wiltshire, Champion 
103, 2CR, Essex FM, Gemini FM, Severn Sound, Ocean FM, Lantern FM, Coast 
96.3, Plymouth Sound, Orchard FM, South Hams Radio, Wirral's Buzz and 2-Ten 
EM are all rebranded as Heart. 

o 1 April- 
= Ownership of Touch FM (Banbury) is transferred to Banbury Broadcasting 

Company Ltd. The station was subsequently renamed Banbury Sound on 1 
June. 
= Mersey 106.7 closes after six years on air. 

o 3 April - London stations Time 107.3 and Time 106.8 close. The latter station had 
launched as Radio Thamesmead in 1990. 

o 30 April - Welsh station Valleys Radio closes after thirteen years on air. 


o May - Orion Media purchases BRMB, Mercia, Wyvern, Beacon in the West 
Midlands and Heart 106 in the East Midlands from Global Radio for a sale price 
worth £37.5 million. 

o 28 May - Focal Radio closes after just a year on air.# 

o l1June- 
= Birdsong Radio, a digital radio station broadcast from 2008 as a filler on 

the Digital One platform following the closure of Oneword, goes off air with 
the launch of Amazing Radio.!=! 
= Banbury Sound begins broadcasting. 

o 20 June - 96.5 Bolton FM begins broadcasting. 

o 14 June - Launch of The Big Top 40 Show, a chart show broadcast on commercial 
radio stations in the UK, and based on a combination of airplay and music 
download figures provided by iTunes. 

o 18 June - It is announced that the media executive Steve Orchard has bought 
the CN Group of Midland radio stations, having established the Quidem group. 
The stations involved in the purchase are: 107.3 Touch FM, 102 Touch FM, 96.2 
Touch FM, 101.6 & 102.4 Touch FM and 107.1 Rugby FM. 

o 22 June - Invicta FM, Southern FM and 103.4 Marcher Sound are rebranded 
as Heart. 

o 1 July - After eight years on air, Mix 107 closes down. 

o 14 September - All programmes, apart from weekday/Saturday breakfast and 
Sunday afternoons, are networked across the KMFM network. 

o 2 November - Alpha 103.2, Minster Northallerton and Durham FM are merged 
into a single station called Star Radio North East. 

o 10 November - Thirteen stations owned by GMG Radio take part in an eighteen- 
hour on-air appeal to raise money for the Help for Heroes charity. The event 
raises almost £200,000. 

o 1 December - Touch Radio is rebranded to Touch FM. 

o 4 December - Absolute 80s launches. 

o Aston FM changes its name to Big City Radio. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o 28 February - Radio Plymouth begins broadcasting. 
o 24 March - The five radio stations owned by YMC Ltd (3TR FM, Bath FM, Brunel 
FM, Quay West 102.4/100.8 and Quay West 107.4) are closed by administrators 


after multiple refusals on the part of regulator Ofcom to transfer the licenses, 
following a number of financial issues at the stations after TLRC's sale. 

o 5 April - 
= Academy FM (Thanet) begins broadcasting to the Thanet area of Kent. 
= Huddersfield station Pennine FM closes after a decade on air. 

o 6 April- Sunshine 1530 closes after three years on air. 

o 15 April - Under new guidelines from Ofcom, from May commercial radio rivals 
will be allowed to co-locate to cut costs, and to slash local programming. The 
guidelines are a result of the recently passed Digital Economy Act. 

o 29 April- Lanarkshire station L107 closes after five years on air. 

o 21 June - 


(0) 
(0) 
(0) 


= Global Radio announces plans to reduce the number of its 
local Heart stations from 33 to 15 "super stations" in a reorganisation. The 
stations will have their own breakfast and drivetime shows, and local news 
bulletins, but all other output will come from London. A further two stations 
owned by Global will also be subsumed into the Heart network. 

= Absolute Radio 90s launches. 

29 June - Smooth Radio announces plans to merge its five stations based in 

England, creating a national network. The new station will be based 

in Manchester and will see the loss of 60 jobs at Smooth's other bases. A phased 

launch will begin on 4 October. 

30 June - Heart Solent replaces Heart Hampshire and Heart Dorset & New Forest. 

2 July - 

= Heart Cambridgeshire replaces Heart Peterborough and Heart Cambridge. 

= Heart North Wales and West replaces Heart North Wales Coast, Heart 
Cheshire and North East Wales and Heart Wirral. 

9 July - Heart Thames Valley replaces Heart Oxfordshire and Heart Berkshire. 

16 July - 

= Heart Four Counties replaces Heart Northants, Heart Milton Keynes, Heart 
Dunstable and Heart Bedford || Dunstable, later Milton Keynes. 

= Heart West Country replaces Heart Bristol, Heart Bath and Heart Somerset. 

= Absolute Radio Extra begins broadcasting. It is a part time station 
broadcasting on Saturday afternoons as an alternative to football 
commentary. 

26 July - 

= Hertfordshire station Mercury 96.6 becomes part of the Heart network and is 
relaunched as Heart Hertfordshire. 

= Heart Essex replaces Heart Essex (Chelmsford & Southend) , Heart 
Colchester and Ten 17. 

= Heart Sussex and Surrey replaces Heart Sussex and Mercury FM. 

15 August - West Midlands community station Sanjhi Awaz Radio begins 

broadcasting. 

27 August - Heart Devon replaces Heart Exeter and Heart Torbay, Heart 

Plymouth, Heart North Devon and Heart South Devon. 

3 September - Heart East Anglia replaces Heart Norwich and Heart Ipswich. 

4 October - Smooth Radio launches its new national station. 

10 December - Absolute Radio 00s begins broadcasting. 


2011 


(0) 
(0) 


1 January - East Midlands station Heart 106 closes. It is replaced by Gem 106. 
3 January - 95.8 Capital FM London launches nationally and becomes a part 
of The Capital FM Network following the merger of Global Radio's Hit 

Music and Galaxy networks to form the nine-station 'Capital Network’. Other 
than daily breakfast and weekday drivetime shows, the majority of Capital's 
London-based output is now networked. 

11 January - KMFM West Kent and KMFM Maidstone merge their breakfast shows, 
meaning all programming is shared across both stations. 

17 February - Perth FM closes. 

28 March - Celador Radio files a format change request for The Coast to air 
classic and contemporary rock instead of adult alternative. 

31 March - Academy FM (Folkestone) begins broadcasting. 


28 July - GMG Radio announces that the Manchester-based station 106.1 Rock 
Radio will be re-branded as 106.1 Real Radio XS, and that Glasgow-based 96.3 
Rock Radio will be sold. 

5 September - Manchester station 106.1 Rock Radio is replaced by Real Radio 
XS. 

1 November - GMG Radio launches a dedicated station playing nothing 

but Christmas music, under the brand "Smooth Christmas". The station had no 
news or advertisements but did promote Smooth Radio and broadcast until 27 
December 2011.74 

22 November - Absolute Radio 60s launches, followed one week later by the 
launch of Absolute Radio 70s 

23 December - GMG Radio confirms plans to launch a station dedicated to music 
from the 1970s on trial basis and four days later Smooth 70s replaces Smooth 
Christmas on the Digital One platform. 


2012 
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6 January - Following its sale to UKRD, Fresh Radio which broadcast on MW 
across the Yorkshire Dales, closes after fifteen years on air. The more populous 
parts of the area are later served by Stray FM which is expanded to cover areas 
such as Skipton and Wharfedale and the Richmond area is served to Star Radio 
North East. 

21 January - Under new guidelines to come into force from 30 April clinics which 
charge for pregnancy services including abortions will be able to advertise on 
radio and television after the Broadcast Committee of Advertising Practice ruled 
there was no justification for barring such clinics from advertising their services. 
(77] 

23 January - GMG Radio announces it is conducting a "full review" of its news 
staff. Currently the broadcaster employs 39 journalists, nine of whom are based 
in Scotland. 

26 January - The UK-based British Army radio station, Garrison FM switches on 
two more transmitters in Inverness, making the city the second in Scotland to 
receive the service after Edinburgh. 

3 February - UTV Media acquires the licences for The Wyre and The 

Severn from MNA Broadcasting. 

7 February - UTV Media unveils plans to merge The Wolf, The Wyre and The 
Sever and rebrand them as Signal 107." The rebrand happens on 26 March. 

14 February - Poole community radio station The Bay 102.8 is re-branded as Hot 
Radio. 

16 February - Ofcom gives the KMFM network permission to network the 
breakfast show, meaning programming will be identical across all seven stations 
at all times. 

5 March - Community station Rossendale Radio closes after just two years on air. 
[85] 

7 March - Guildford based County Sound is given approval by Ofcom to change 
its classic hits format to a community-based information station under the name 
Eagle Extra. 

14 March - The owners of Jack FM announce the launch of a new consultancy 
firm, OXIS Media, which will represent the brand throughout the UK and Europe. 
[87] 


16 March - Quidem, owners of the Touch FM brand agrees a deal with the Lincs 
FM Group to buy Oak FM in Loughborough and Hinckley, thus increasing its 
number of stations to eight. 


26 March - Orion Media rebrands BRMB, Beacon, Mercia and Wyvern as Free 

Radio.& 

2 April - From today, talkSPORT dedicates its entire programming schedule to 

sport output, having previously offered a variety of sport and general news- 

related topics.©% 

April - 

= Celador rebrands Andover Sound and Newbury Sound as The Breeze, 
bringing to nine the number of stations with that name. 

= The weekend breakfast show on the north of England Magic stops being a 
local show in favour of a networked programme. Only the weekday breakfast 
show remains locally produced. 

1 May - Ofcom approves a co-location request from Touch Radio Staffordshire to 

move from Tamworth to Oak FM's headquarters in Coalville. Touch will share 

some of Oak's programming, but must retain its local Staffordshire-based 

breakfast show. 

7 May - Launch of Heart Cornwall, replacing Atlantic FM.' 

15 May - Amazing Radio leaves the DAB multiplex after a contractual dispute 

with Digital One owners Arqiva, but continues to broadcast online. 

1 June - Swansea's 102.1 Bay Radio is relaunched as Nation 80s, becoming the 

first FM station in the UK to play nothing but 80s music.: 

12 June - It is reported that GMG has received multiple offers for its radio 

business which value it at £50 million, as the company seeks to reshape itself to 

stem losses being made by The Guardian and The Observer. 

25 June - 

= GMG Radio is sold to Global Radio for an undisclosed amount, thought to be 
around £50m. However, no structural changes will be made to either 
organisations until the deal has been investigated by Ofcom. Several rival 
radio groups express their concerns over the takeover and the effect it could 
have on commercial radio in the UK.@! 

"= KMFM Extra closes and is replaced on DAB by the new-countywide KMFM. 

3 July - Global Radio announces plans to branch into television with the launch of 

two non-stop music channels; Heart TV and Capital TV, which will go on air from 

September. 

24 August - An Ofcom survey of radio listeners reveals many believe there are 

too many adverts on commercial radio. n% 

30 August - West Midlands based Sanjhi Awaz Radio ceases broadcasting after 

two years on air due to financial problems.2% 

4 September - Gold is replaced by Free Radio 80s in the West Midlands on MW 

and DAB.2~21 

8 August - Southport station Dune FM closes after fifteen years on air. 

11 October - The Office of Fair Trading agrees to fast-track the investigation into 

Global Radio's purchase of GMG Radio after Secretary of State for Culture, Media 

and Sport Maria Miller says the deal will not be investigated for media plurality. 

The matter is also forwarded onto the Competition Commission, which oversees 

business mergers and takeovers.2! The Competition Commission later 

announces 27 March 2013 as the date on which it will publish its findings into 

the takeover.2™ 

30 October - Smooth Radio confirms that Smooth Christmas will return, airing on 

the Digital One multiplex in the lead up to the festive season, giving the brand 

three stations on the platform.» It launches two days later. 


o 5 November - 
= Real Radio begins networking its daytime schedule.2 
"= Solid Gold Gem launches. The internet station is based on 1990s Midlands 

oldies station GEM-AM 2:71 

o 15 December - Celador rebrands its recently acquired Kestrel FM stations as The 
Breeze. 2281 

2013 

o 3 January - It is reported that Gaydar Radio owner QSoft Consulting will leave the 
radio business and hand its DAB licences to Manchester community 
station Gaydio.2 

o 10 January - Radio Today reports that test transmissions for DAB+ are under 
way in the Brighton area." 

o 11 January - Radio Today reports that Ofcom is inviting applications for 
community radio licences to operate on medium wave, a move that will keep the 
waveband in use until at least 2020.24 

o 21 January - Radio Today reports the name change of Nation 80s to Nation Hits, 
a move allowing the station to air a broader range of music. It is the station's 
third rebranding since 2009.22 

o 6 February - Bauer Media buys the digital station Planet Rock for a sum 
estimated to be between £1m and £2m." 

o 14 February - The Competition Commission publish their preliminary findings 
into the Global Radio takeover of GMG Radio, recommending a full or partial sale 
of the now renamed Real and Smooth Radio Ltd. 

o 25 March - NME Radio closes after five years on air.442 

o 31 March - Garrison FM is merged with BFBS, resulting in BFBS taking over the 
six Garrison stations currently on air. 

o 23 April- The Radio Today website reports that Absolute Radio 60s and Absolute 
Classic Rock have been removed from several DAB platforms in England and 
Wales, but the stations continue to broadcast in London and online. 

o 27 April - Country music station Chris Country launches.“ 

o 7 May - Kisstory and KissFresh begin broadcasting and sister station Q 
Radio closes down after five years on air. 

o 14 June - Kerrang! 105.2's final day of broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands. 
The 105.2 frequency is taken over by Planet Rock simulcasting from London. 
Kerrang! continues on DAB, but with content aired from London from 17 June.2! 

o 26 july - Digital radio is switched on in Northern Ireland allowing a further 1.4 
million listeners to hear stations such as Smooth 70s, Absolute Radio 
90s and Jazz FM. 

o 30 july - Yorkshire Radio closes after seven years on air. 

o August - Smash Hits Radio closes after eleven years on air. 

o 27 August - The MXR regional digital radio multiplex for the West Midlands is 
switched off after 12 years on air.222 

o 3 October - Global Radio announces that Smooth 70s will close in three days 
time after 21 months on air.224 

o 6 October - Smooth 70s stops broadcasting to make way for the launch on 
Digital One of Capital Xtra. 

o 7 October - Choice FM is rebranded as Capital Xtra.222! 

2014 

o 1 January - Jazz FM stops broadcasting on the national Digital One multiplex, but 


continues to be available on DAB in London, online and through satellite 


television.“22 Its Digital One slot is temporarily taken over by the return 
of Birdsong Radio, with plans for a permanent replacement in February.2! 


o 6 January - It had been reported on 30 December 2013 that Hot Radio would 
close at 18:00,422 but the station remains on air after the deadline had passed.228 
o 14 January - talkSPORT secures a deal with the Daily Mail to produce content 
featuring sports journalists and writers from the newspaper.422 
o 20 January - Global Radio is found to be in breach of their license remit for Heart 
Cornwall after a listener complained to OfCom that there was not enough local 
news and speech to make it a fully local station.222 
o 4 February - The Radio Today website reports that Ofcom have given Global 
Radio permission to remove Smooth Radio from the Digital One platform, and 
replace it with a new national station. Under the agreement, Smooth will 
continue to air on its regional FM frequencies, but with a greater local output."22 
o 6 February - Global Radio sells eight of its regional stations to Irish media 
holdings firm Communicorp."321 
o 11 February - LBC 97.3 launches nationally on the Digital One platform, taking 
over the slot formerly occupied by Jazz FM. The station also secures a 
sponsorship deal with the Financial Times. =m 
o 14 March - Global Radio announces that Gold will become a non-stop music 
service, with the exception of the breakfast show and Saturday's Vinyl Heaven. 
o 24 March - 
= Smooth Radio returns to airing local output on its regional frequencies, with 
local programming for Breakfast and Drivetime, and a raft of new_ 
presenters joining the network.34! 
= Smooth Radio replaces Gold on MW across southern England.@251 
o 31 March - Radio Caroline North returns for a month to celebrate its 50th 
birthday, broadcasting from a lightship in Liverpool's Albert Dock."24 
o 1 April- Insight Radio launches on Freeview channel 730.224 
o 4 April - Real XS Glasgow closes at midnight, and is rebranded as Xfm_ 
Scotland from 7 April, 28 
o 6 May - 
= Real Radio is rebranded as Heart.!32! 
= Following the launch of Heart North Wales, Capital North West and 
Wales replaces the former Heart station Heart North Wales & West which had 
broadcast to Cheshire, the Wirral Peninsula and North Wales.“ 
o 29 September - Sky Sports News Radio stops broadcasting, it is reported, its 
content having been subsumed into Sky Sports.2#4 
o 15 November - Smooth Christmas returns to DAB in preparation for the launch of 
a new station with the Smooth brand.“ 
o 30 November - The online classic hits station Solid Gold Gem ceases 
broadcasting after two years on air.“ 
o 15 December - Solid Gold Gem is relaunched with Len Groat as its new manager. 
No reason is given for the hiatus. 
o 27 December - Launch of Smooth Extra on DAB.242! 
2015 
o 5 January - 


= Magic Radio launches nationally on Digital One, while all Magic AM stations in 
the north of England are rebranded as City Network 2. 


(0) 


= Absolute Radio changes from broadcasting in stereo to mono to make way 
for Magic on DAB.n 
9 January - UTV Media confirms that it is considering the sale of some of its UK 
radio stations.“ 
3 February - Ofcom announces that two bids have been received for the second 
national digital multiplex. 2% 
10 February - Radio Today reports that the RNIB has removed Insight 
Radio from Sky and Freesat in order to concentrate on 
its Freeview service. Absolute Radio 70s has replaced Insight Radio on Sky 
Channel 0188.42) 
11 February - Welsh station Radio Hafren closes after 22 years on air. 
27 March - The Sound Digital consortium, which includes UTV Media, wins the 
licence to launch the Digital Two network in 2016. UTV Media will launch four 
new stations on the platform.2=2 
5 June - UTV Media agrees a £10 million deal to sell Liverpool's Juice 
EM to Global Radio.2=4 
31 July - The first of the ten multiplexes trialling small-scale DAB multiplexes 
launches in Brighton. 
7 September - 
= Global announces that XFM will be relaunched as a national station 
called Radio X on 21 September. 
= Absolute Radio starts broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands, 
replacing Planet Rock,222! 
13 September - Ahead of the relaunch of XFM as Radio X, Global hands back the 
Paisley licence, on which it had broadcast XFM Scotland, to Ofcom when the 
regulator refused Global's request to network 24/7 from London. 
19 October - Time 106.6 closes after 
serving Slough, Windsor and Maidenhead since 1993. 
7 December - Liverpool stations Radio City 2 and Radio City Talk swap 
wavebands. City 2 moves from AM to FM with City Talk going in the opposite 
direction.2541 
December - The VIP Lounge launches. 


2016 
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18 January - Following Global Radio's purchase of Liverpool station Juice 107.6, 

the station is relaunched as Capital Liverpool.“ 

29 February - 

= The UK’s second national commercial multiplex starts broadcasting. 
However, only 73% of the UK's population is able to receive it. 

= Heart Extra launches on Digital One. 

March - Manchester station Real Radio XS is rebranded as XS Manchester.” 

15 March - Mellow Magic and Talksport 2 begin broadcasting on the Sound 

Digital multiplex. They are joined on the multiplex on 21 March by Talkradio, on 

the 27th by Premier Praise, on the 28th by Magic Chilled and on the 30th 

by Virgin Radio. 

6 May - Orion Media announces that they have been bought by Bauer for an 

undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million.24! This gives Bauer 

the West Midlands network of Free Radio stations and East Midlands regional 

station Gem 106. 

9 September - Union JACK begins broadcasting. 


2017 


17 January - Cross Counties Radio announce plans to launch an online radio 
station for the 9,000 workers based at the Magna Park distribution centre 

in Lutterworth, Leicestershire 22 

18 January - Absolute Radio presenters Geoff Lloyd and Annabel Port announce 
their departure from the station.“ 

19 January - The Armed Forces radio station BFBS announces it will cease 
broadcasting on the Digital One platform from March because of the cost of 
transmitting content through DAB.2! 

14 March - Heart 80s begins broadcasting. 

29 March - UKRD Group announces that it is to hand back the licenses which are 
used to provide Star Radio North East to Ofcom apart from 

the Northallerton licence which it proposes to transfer back to Minster FM. 

4631 Ofcom confirmed the transfer of the Northallerton licence to Minster on 4 
April 2017.26 

31 March - Star Radio is reprieved when UKRD announces that it has sold the 
station to View TV Group.2s&! 

5 July - Jazz FM confirms its presenter Peter Young has stepped down from his 
presenting role after 27 years at the station due to ill health.2s2 

1 August - Star Radio North East is rebranded as Rathergood Radio.“ 

20 November - Global announces that it has purchased Cumbrian stations The_ 
Bay and Lakeland Radio from CN Group.2! 

22 December - The former pirate station Radio Caroline begins broadcasting on 
MW on a full time basis to Suffolk and north Essex, having been granted a 
licence to do so by Ofcom.“ The station uses a previously redundant BBC World 
Service transmitter mast at Orford Ness. xeu 


2018 
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24 January - BFBS returns to semi-national DAB broadcasting when it launches 

on the Sound Digital multiplex. 

5 March - Cumbrian stations The Bay and Lakeland Radio are relaunched 

as Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria and Smooth Lake 

District respectfully“ following Global's purchase of the two stations from CN_ 

Group.) 

19 March - Love Sport Radio launches on MW across London. It uses the 

frequency previously occupied by Spectrum Radio.22! 

3 April - 

= Aberdeen station Northsound 2 stops broadcasting on MW. The station 
continues to broadcast on DAB and online. It becomes the first commercial 
radio station in Scotland - and the first of Bauer's local stations - to cease 
analogue broadcasting.“ 

= Jack 3 launches on the Sound Digital multiplex. 

15 May - Sound Digital announces that it will add 19 transmitters to its network. 

They will launch in the South West, East Anglia, Wales and North of Scotland and 

will increase Sound Digital’s coverage by nearly 4 million new listeners in more 

than 1.6m new households."22) 

4 June - 

= Manchester station Key 103 is rebranded as Hits Radio Manchester. The 
station is a localised version of The Hits Radio which replaces DAB station 
The Hits.222 

= Key 2 is renamed Key Radio.2” 


o 12 June - For the first time since its inception in 2004, Ofcom does not award a 
re-adversided licence to the incumbent licensee when it awards 
the Ipswich licence to Ipswich 102.278 It will replace Town 102 on 18 October. 
o 1 August - Ahead of its launch on FM in October, Ipswich 102 goes on air on 
DAB.221 
o 15 August - Scottish station NECR closes after 28 years on air.22 
o 23 October - The first radio station to have a playlist made up entirely of female 
artists, JACK Radio, launches on DAB. Jack will also feature female sports and 
material from female stand-up comedians.“ 
o 17 December - Absolute Radio stops broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands. 
The frequency is to be transferred to Greatest Hits Radio.“2! 
o 22 December - Virgin Radio launches two spin-off stations - Virgin Radio 
Anthems and Virgin Radio Chilled. Both stations launch on the Sound 
Digital multiplex.22 
2019 
o 7 January - 
= Greatest Hits Radio launches, replacing the Bauer City 2 branding. Individual 
station identities in Northern England are dropped and are rebranded to GHR 
with Scotland unaffected. The new network extends to the West Midlands 
although GHR West Midlands continues to air a weekday three-hour local 
show. 1241/1881 

= West Midlands station Free Radio 80s closes. It is replaced by either Absolute 
Classic Rock or GHR West Midlands. 
o 26 February - Global Radio announces plans to replace the regional breakfast 
shows on Capital, Heart and Smooth with a single national breakfast show for 
each network. Also, the number of drivetime shows will be reduced with local 
shows replaced by regional programmes.!2# 
o 4 March - Launch of classical music station Scala Radio.224 
o 5 April - Country Hits Radio launches. 
o 8 April - 
= Lancashire station 2BR stops broadcasting and is replaced by a relay 
of Capital Manchester.”81 This comes nine months after Global had bought 
2BR from UKRD.“21 

= Capital London's breakfast show goes national, resulting in the scrapping of 
all other local breakfast shows apart from on Capital Cymru. The only ‘local’ 
output is at drivetime and the new regulations mean that Global is able to 
replace local shows with 10 regional programmes which will be networked 
across all stations in that region.222 

o 31 May - Radio Ceredigion ceases broadcasting after its owners, Nation 
Broadcasting, decided to close the station and replace it with a relay of Nation 
Radio Wales. !91!1921 

o 3 June - The local Heart breakfast shows are axed to make way for a single Heart 
breakfast show from London. Also, the number of drivetime shows are reduced 
with regional shows replacing local programmes." 

o 21 June - Global launches another Heart spin-off station, Heart Dance. 

o 1 August- Panjab Radio and Love Sport Radio swap frequencies.24 

o 28 August-3 September - Global launches five more stations on DAB - Heart 


90s (28 Aug),4% Heart 70s (30 Aug), = Capital XTRA Reloaded (2 
September), = Smooth Country"! and Smooth Chill.: At the same time, Global 


See also[edit] 


closes two long-standing DAB stations, Arrow and Chill, after more than a decade 

on air. 

2 September - 

= Bauer begins to network its Hits Radio Manchester weekday Drivetime show 
on all but one of its Hits Radio stations in England, leaving only the weekday 
breakfast show as a local show% following the removal in July of the one 
remaining local weekend programme. 2% 

= Smooth Radio's networked Drivetime show launches. At the same time, 
the number of breakfast shows drops to seven. 

28 October - Global relaunches LBC London News as a national 24-hour rolling 

news channel called LBC News.2°31 

2 December - Quidem's six local stations in the south east Midlands become part 

of the Capital network. They operate as Capital Mid-Counties, sharing all 

programmes with the Capital network apart from a local weekday drivetime 

show. 2041 
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This is a timeline of the development of radio in London. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o 6 October - BBC Radio London launches, becoming the first legal radio station 
broadcasting to London. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o No events. 


e 1973 
o 8 October - LBC becomes the first legal Independent Local Radio station in 
the United Kingdom when it begins broadcasting at just before 6 am, 
providing talk radio to the London area. 
o 16 October - Capital Radio begins broadcasting a music-based general 
entertainment service to the London area. 


e 1974 
o 22 November - The first regular programme for the black community Black 
Londoners is broadcast on BBC Radio London. The programme was initially 
launched as a trial run of six programmes before becoming a weekly fixture in 
the schedules. 


e 1975 
o Capital Radio and LBC change MW frequencies. This gives Capital a boost as its 
MW service had suffered from co-channel interference from Dutch station Radio 


Veronica. 


e 1976 
o 12 September - The first edition of London Sounds Eastern is broadcast on BBC 
Radio London. 
o December - Capital Radio launches the Flying Eye, a traffic spotting light 
aircraft which reported on traffic congestion on the streets of Central London. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 

o No events. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o No events. 


e 1981 
o 11 February - BBC Radio London begins broadcasting in stereo and the station 
relaunches, adopting an easy listening format ranging from softer contemporary 
pop to light classical music. Despite being unpopular with employed staff, who 
thought it very un-hip, and politicians who would question the need for a local 
radio station to sound like the two music-based BBC national networks, the 
relaunch led to improved audience figures and a string of awards and accolades. 


e 1982 
o September - Listeners in London are able to tune into the BBC World Service for 
the first time following the switching on of the Orfordness transmitting station. It 
is switched on to provide reception across Northern Europe of the English 
language service. 


e 1983 
o No events. 


e 1984 
o BBC Radio London is relaunched with the tagline The Heart and Soul of London, 
with more soul music being played during the day. 


e 1985 

o London Sounds Eastern ends after nine years on air. 

o 4 February - After broadcasting off and on since 1969, Radio Jackie's time as a 
pirate station ends. It returns 18 years later as a legal station, broadcasting to 
the same area of south west London that it had served as a pirate. 

o October - The first broadcasts of Kiss as a pirate station take place, initially 
broadcasting at the weekend across south London but is soon broadcasting 
across London on 94 FM. 


e 1986 
o 4 May - As part of an experiment in split broadcasting, Capital runs a Sunday 
service called CFM, broadcasting a more contemporary mix of music than 
normally broadcast by the station. 
o Kiss expands its broadcasting hours when it adds a Friday schedule. 


e 1987 


o Capital Radio’s new programming controller Richard Park oversees an overhaul 
of Capital's output from a full-service station to a music-intensive CHR format, 
which proves highly successful. The revamp is underlined by a new on-air 
imaging package, known as 'Music Power’. 

o 31 October - London is the first area of the UK to be able to receive BBC Radio 
1 all day on VHF/FM.! 

e 1988 

o 2 July - At 7am, Tony Blackburn launches Capital Gold on Capital Radio's MW 
frequency. The station initially broadcasts only at the weekend. Other launch 
include David Hamilton, Paul Burnett, Paul Gambaccini and Kenny Everett.“ 

o 7 October - At 7pm, Radio London stops broadcasting after 18 years on air and 
straight away test transmissions for its replacement, Greater London Radio 
(GLR), begin. 

o 25 October - At 6am, BBC GLR launches. Put together by new Managing 
Editor Matthew Bannister and Programme Director Trevor Dann, the station is 
aimed at 25- to 45-year-olds and is on air daily from 6.30am until 12midnight. 
Early promotions use the phrase "rock 'n' rolling news" with a music mix that 
was best described as Adult album alternative and travel news every 20 minutes 
. Anumber of specialist soeech programmes launch, many of them broadcasting 
as a MW opt-out. They are aimed at London's communities: Asian, Afro- 
Caribbean, Jewish, Gay and Irish. 

o 1November - 1548 AM Capital Gold begins full-time broadcasting. The FM 
service is renamed as 95.8 Capital FM. 

o 31 December - Kiss ends its time as a pirate, doing so in order to be able to 
apply to broadcast legally. It fails in its first attempt but is successful second 
time round. 

e 1989 

o 2 October - LBC ends and is replaced on FM by news and comment station LBC 
Crown FM"! and on MW by phone-in station London Talkback. 

o 5 November - Sunrise Radio begins broadcasting to west London’s Asian 
community on MW. 

o 13 November - London Greek Radio and WNK begin broadcasting. They share a 
frequency and alternate every four hours. 

o December - A second batch of London-wide incremental licenses are awarded 
and this time Kiss is successful. 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o 4 March - Jazz FM launches on 102.2 FM, playing mainly soul and jazz music.®. 

o 18 March - Radio Thamesmead begins broadcasting to the Thamesmead area of 
London. 

o 31 March - Choice FM begins broadcasting to the Brixton area of London. 

o 25 june - 


= Airport Information Radio begins broadcasting, providing a travel news 
service to Heathrow and Gatwick airports. 

= Spectrum Radio begins broadcasting. The station provides airtime to various 
ethnic communities across London. 


o 9 July - Melody Radio launches as an easy listening music service on 104.9 FM. 
o 1 September - Kiss 100 starts broadcasting as a legal, licensed station. 


1991 

o During 1991 GLR is given three years to prove itself or face closure. The threat is 
lifted after the BBC deemed it sufficiently patronised to remain on-air. 

o June - Airport Information Radio closes after just a year on air. 


1992 
o No events. 


1993 

o BBC GLR is forced to introduce all-speech programmes at breakfast and 
drivetime. 

o September - The Radio Authority announces that it will not be renewing LBC's 
licence. The new licensee is to be London News Radio, a consortium led by 
former LBC staff and backed by Guinness Mahon.” 

o Autumn - BBC GLR stops broadcasting on MW.22 

o Unknown - London station WNK closes.” WNK's closure allows London Greek 
Radio, with whom it had shared a frequency, to begin full time broadcasts. 

o Unknown - Sunrise Radio starts to broadcast across London when it begins 
transmission on the MW frequency previously occupied by BBC GLR. 


1994 

o 5 April - News Direct 97.3FM and London News Talk 1152AM begin broadcasting. 
They replace LBC Newstalk and London Talkback Radio. The change occurs 
following last year's decision by the Radio Authority not renew LBC's licence, 
instead giving it to London News Radio, a consortium led by former LBC staff 
and backed by Guinness Mahon.22! 

o 1 September - Country 1035 begins broadcasting a country music service on 
MW to London. 

o 8 October - Virgin Radio is awarded one of the new London-wide FM licences. 
431 The other three newly licensed stations are Heart 106.2, Premier Christian 
Radio and Viva 963. 


1995 

o 10 April - Virgin Radio starts broadcasting on FM in London. The station is a full 
simulcast of the national service apart from a 45 minute weekday early evening 
programme, presented initially by Rowland Rivron,.24251 

o 10 June - Premier Christian Radio becomes the UK’s first Christian radio station 
when it launches on AM 

o 3 July - Viva 963 becomes the UK’s first female-orientated radio station when it 
starts broadcasting on AM. 

o 17 August - London Turkish Radio begins broadcasting. 

5 September - Heart 106.2 launches, broadcasting a 'Hot AC’ music format. 

o 27 September - The BBC begins regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, from 
the Crystal Palace transmitting station." 


(e) 


1996 
o May - Following a change in ownership, Viva 963 is relaunched as Liberty Radio 


o 1 July - The LBC name returns to London's airwaves following a rebrand of 
London News Radio's MW station News Talk 1152. 

o July - The Radio Authority receives 25 bids for the final FM citywide London 
licence. XFM is chosen as the winner. 

o October - Capital’s flagship news programme The Way It Is ends. 

14 November - LBC relaunches its rolling news service as News Direct 97.3. 

o Melody Radio changes frequencies, moving from 104.9 to 105.4. 


(e) 


e 1997 
o 1 September - XFM London begins broadcasting an indie music service 
across London. It becomes the final London-wide station on FM. 
o Capital leaves its Euston Tower studios and moves to new headquarters 
in Leicester Square. 
o Radio Thamesmead, (broadcasting as RTM), changes its name to Millennium 
106.8. 


e 1998 
o 18 May - Active FM begins broadcasting to the Havering area of east London. 
o December - Melody Radio is renamed Magic 105.4 FM. 


e 1999 

o January - Controversial changes are made to Kiss 100 following Emap's decision 
to align the station with the rest of its operations. The on-air changes lead to 
criticisms from presenters and listeners who feel that the station is losing its 
musical direction.“ 

o 8 February - FLR 107.3 begins broadcasting to the Lewisham area of south 
London. 

o 2 September - London’s first DAB multiplex, CE Digital, launches." 


2000s/[edit] 


e 2000 

o 25 March - BBC London Live 94.9 replaces GLR. Promising even more speech 
and less music, the station launches with new on-air personalities and new 
shows, including a speech-heavy breakfast show and a mid-morning phone-in 
and debate. Only drivetime and the specialist shows would remain, albeit 
refreshed. 
3 May - Choice 107.1 begins broadcasting to north London. 
26 June - London’s second DAB multiplex, Switch London, launches. 
July - BBC London Live 94.9 starts broadcasting via DAB. 
4 December - FLR 107.3 changes its name to Fusion 107.3FM. 


O: O-O-O 


e 2001 
o 1 March - 107.8 Radio Jackie begins broadcasting to the Kingston-upon- 
Thames area. 
o 1 October - BBC London Live changes its name to BBC London 94.9. 


e 2002 
o 25 February - London’s third DAB multiplex, DRG London, launches. 


o 8 November - The Radio Authority relieves London station Liberty Radio of its 
licence to broadcast. The station had repeatedly only obtained a 0.1% share of 
listening. The Authority awarded the licence to Club Asia, which had previously 
been broadcasting for several hours each day on Spectrum Radio. This had been 
the first time in several years that the incumbent broadcaster's licence had not 
been renewed. 


2003 

o 6 January - The LBC services swap wavebands. The rolling news service News 
Direct 97.3 moves to AM and is renamed LBC News 1152 and LBC transfers to 
FM and is renamed LBC 97.3. The change takes place following the purchase of 
the two stations by Chrysalis Radio. 

o January - Millennium 106.8 is rebranded as Time 106.8. 

A number of specialist shows are axed from BBC London Live .24 

o 3 July - Having lost its licence, Liberty Radio closes down after eight years on air. 
It is immediately replaced by Club Asia. 

o September - Live evening programmes on Magic 105.4 are replaced by 
automated output. 

o 19 October - More than three decades after it first began broadcasting as a 
pirate station, and 18 years since its last broadcast, Radio Jackie goes on airasa 
legal station.22 It broadcasts to south west London, replacing Thames Radio 
which had fallen into financial difficulty. 


(e) 


2004 
o February - Fusion 107.3 changes its name to Time 107.3FM. 


2005 
o 27 May - After more than 15 years on air, 102.2 Jazz FM closes. 


o 7 June - 102.2 Smooth FM launches as the replacement service for 102.2 Jazz 
FM. 21][22][23 


2006 

o 9 January - Capital is relaunched under its original name Capital Radio, with a 
modified line-up of presenters and a slightly tweaked music format. 

o 6 September - Due to falling listener figures, Kiss 100 is relaunched with a 
renewed focus on dance music.2! 


2007 

o March - Capital Radio is rebranded once again as Capital 95.8 - together with a 
new slogan, The Sound of London. 

o 16 April - Life FM begins broadcasting to the Harlesden are of London. 

o 20 May - Time 107.3 is relaunched as South London Radio. The change sees 
alterations to the station's coverage area. It no longer serves Southwark, and 
instead, thanks to approved transmitter adjustments, moving westwards to focus 
on the boroughs of Lewisham, Bromley, Croydon. 

o 3 August - Capital Gold is replaced by a new network called 
simply Gold following the merger of the Classic Gold and Capital Gold networks 
under one owner, GCap Media. 


2008 


o Summer - LBC News 1152 is substantially cut back. The automated overnight 
service is abandoned in favour of a simulcast of LBC 97.3 and even daytime is 
semi-automated. 


e 2009 
o 3 April - London stations Time 107.3 and Time 106.8 close. The latter station had 
originally launched as Radio Thamesmead in 1990. 
o August - Club Asia goes into administration and is taken over by the Litt 
Corporation, owners of rival station Sunrise Radio. The station is relaunched 
as Buzz Asia.25 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o No events. 


e 2011 

o 3 January - 95.8 Capital FM London launches nationally and becomes a part 
of The Capital FM Network as part of a merger of Global Radio's Hit. 
Music and Galaxy networks to form the nine-station 'Capital Network'.22 Other 
than daily breakfast and weekday drivetime shows, the majority of Capital's 
London-based output is now networked.24 

o 27 March - Due to budget cuts, transmission of the BBC World Service on 
648 kHz MW ends. The transmissions, from the Orfordness transmitting 
station in Suffolk, had been on air since 1982 and had provided English-language 
coverage of the World Service to much of northern Europe resulting in the World 
Service being available on MW across London. 


e 2012 
o 3 January - Live presentation returns to LBC News 1152. 


e 2013 
o 7 January - BBC Radio London no longer broadcasts its own evening 
programming, instead it broadcasts the BBC's networked evening programme.2! 
o 7 October - Choice FM is rebranded as Capital Xtra.24 


e 2014 
o 11 February - LBC 97.3 launches nationally on the Digital One platform.&% 


e 2015 

o January - LBC London News is relaunched as LBC London News. It broadcasts a 
20-minute wheel of news and airs during the day with evening and overnight 
programming being a simulcast of LBC 97.3. 

o 5 January - Magic 105.4 becomes a national DAB station but continues to air on 
its FM frequency in London. 

o 21 September - Xfm is relaunched as Radio X and begins broadcasting nationally 
via DAB but continues to be available across London on FM.&2! 


o 6 October - After 27 years, the name BBC Radio London returns to the airwaves. 
[33] 


o 29 October - As part of a trial of small-scale digital multiplexes, a small-scale 
multiplex in London, operated by U.DAB, goes on air. Initially a nine-month trial, 
the multiplexes are now licensed until March 2020.81 
e 2016 
o No events. 
e 2017 
o No events. 
e 2018 
o 19 March - Love Sport Radio launches on MW across London. It uses the 
frequency previously occupied by Spectrum Radio.2 
o 26 November - Following the decision to reinstate local programmes on BBC 
Local Radio on weeknights, BBC Radio London launches The Scene, which is 
described as "a platform for London’s community arts, entertainment and 
cultural activities, featuring new talent and emerging artists, performers and 
creators. "2 
e 2019 
o 8 April - Capital London's breakfast show goes national, replacing most of the 
network's local breakfast shows, except for Capital Cymru, which also retains 
local programming at weekends. All Capital stations continue to air weekday 
Drivetime shows, local news bulletins and traffic updates.24 
o 1 August - Love Sport Radio and Panjab Radio swap MW frequencies. 
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This is 


a timeline of the development of radio in Greater Manchester. 


1970s[edit] 
e 1970 

o 10 September - BBC Radio Manchester launches at 6am. 
e 1974 

o 2 April - Piccadilly Radio begins broadcasting at 5am. 


e 1975-1979 


(0) 


No events. 


1980s[edit] 


1980 

o No events. 

1981 

o No events. 

1982 

o No events. 

1983 

o November - Pirate radio station KFM begins broadcasting to Stockport. 

1984 

o During the first half of 1984, the BBC conducts five trials of community stations 
in Greater Manchester. Each trial, which covers a specific area of Greater 
Manchester, lasts for a few weeks, broadcasts only on MW and operated for a 
few hours each day, opting out of BBC Radio Manchester. The station airdates 
are BBC Radio Bury (late 1983/early 1984), BBC Radio Oldham, BBC Radio 
Rochdale (eight weeks from 14 May 1984), BBC Radio Trafford and BBC 
Radio Skelmersdale (Summer 1984). 

1985 

o February - KFM stops broadcasting. 

1986 

o No events. 

1987 

o No events. 

1988 

o 1 September - The Radio 1 FM ‘switch on' day sees three new transmitters 
brought into service, one of which, at Holme Moss, covers the Manchester area.“ 

o 3 September - Key 103 and Piccadilly Gold launch. Piccadilly Gold is a 
continuation of Piccadilly Radio whereas Key 103 is a new chart station aimed at 
younger listeners. 

o 30 October - BBC Radio Manchester is renamed BBC GMR. 

1989 

o 22 October - Sunset Radio begins broadcasting in central Manchester. 


1990s[edit] 


1990 

o 17 February - KFM begins transmitting legally to Stockport and the wider south 
Manchester area having been granted an Incremental Radio licence by the IBA. 

1991 

o May - The BBC Night Network is expanded to incorporate the BBC's four north 
west stations, including BBC GMR. The north west stations had previously 
broadcast their own networked evening programming called Network North 
West. 

o KFM is bought by Signal Radio and its new owners merge the station with Echo 
96, resulting in the station being relaunched as Signal Cheshire with a coverage 
area which includes much of the county of Cheshire. 

1992 

o No events. 


1993 

o BBC GMR stops broadcasting on MW. 

o August - Sunset 102 stops broadcasting and two months later the station goes 
into liquidation. The liquidator reapplies for the licence but looses to Faze 
FM which launches a dance station on the frequency the following year. 

1994 

o March - Manchester United Radio launches. 

o 20 June - Fortune 1458 launches in Manchester, headed by former Piccadilly 
Radio boss Colin Walters. The station uses BBC Radio Manchester's old MW 
frequency. 

o 1 September - 100.4 Jazz FM begins broadcasting. It covers all of north west 
England and is one of the first five regional stations to be licensed across the UK. 

o 16 October - Kiss 102 begins broadcasting. 

1995 

o No events. 

1996 

o May - BBC GMR begins broadcasting from a second transmitter from 
Saddleworth on 104.6 FM. This provides better coverage to the Upper Tame 
Valley. 

o 3 June - Asian Sound begins broadcasting on MW across. The station's official 
broadcast area is east Lancashire but it can be heard across most of Greater 
Manchester. 

o 9 September - Following a change in ownership, Manchester station Fortune 
1458 is relaunched as Lite AM. 

1997 

o 1 April - Wish FM starts broadcasting to Wigan. 

o 29 September - Following the purchase of Faze FM, owner of Kiss 102 and Kiss 
105, by Chrysalis Radio, Kiss 102 is renamed Galaxy 102. 

o Fora brief period in 1997, BBC GMR broadcasts as an all-talk station called GMR 
Talk. 

1998 

o 8 September - The north west's second regional station, Century 105, begins 
broadcasting. 

1999 

o 2 March - Tower FM begins broadcasting to Bolton and Bury. 

o April - Radio Regen is launched in Manchester to provide training in community 
radio. 

o 30 August - The Revolution begins broadcasting to the Oldham, Rochdale and 
surrounding areas of eastern Greater Manchester. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 

o Signal Cheshire is relaunched as 104.9 Imagine FM and once again focusses on 
the South Manchester area. 

o Radio Regan operates a four-day station called Radio Longsight and on the back 
of the susccessul broadcast, ALL FM is created to broadcast to the neighbouring 
areas of Ardwick and Levenshulme, hence the acronym ALL.2! 


o 4 June - Manchester's local DAB multiplex, operated by CE Digital, goes on the 
air. 

2001 

o 15 February - Fuse FM starts broadcasting. The student station broadcasts to the 
campuses of the University of Manchester. 

o 25 September - A DAB multiplex covering all of north west England begins 
broadcasting. It is operated by MXR North West. 

2002 

o Capital Gold launches on MW 1458, the frequency previously occupied 
by Fortune 1458 and more recently by Lite AM and Big AM. 

2003 

o ALL FM launches on a more permanent basis as part of the government's Access 
Radio trial of community radio.“ 


2004 

o 13 February - 100.4 Jazz FM is closed down as research concluded that, any 
people were dissuaded by the name ‘jazz’. 

o 1 March - Jazz is replaced by 100.4 Smooth FM which adopts a mainstream mix 
of easy listening music although jazz music continues to be broadcast at night. 

2005 

o Wythenshawe FM and ALL FM begin full-time broadcasting fater they are 
awarded full-time community radio licenses. 

2006 

o 15 March - XFM Manchester launches. 

o 3 April - BBC GMR reverts to its original name of BBC Radio Manchester. 

o 14 August - Gaydio broadcasts for the first time. 

o 13 September - Pure 107.8FM begins broadcasting to the Stockport area. 

2007 

o Salford City Radio launches. 

o 26 March - Smooth FM is relaunched as Smooth Radio 100.4. 

o 30 September - Tameside Radio begins broadcasting. 

2008 

o 3 May - After 14 years on air, Manchester United Radio closes due to the club 
announcing that they had agreed a deal with local radio station Key 103. 

o 5 May - 106.1 Rock Radio launches. The station had originally applied to 
broadcast as Rock Talk. 

2009 

o 30 March - Century 105 is re-branded as Real Radio. 

o Community station 96.5 Bolton FM begins broadcasting. 


2010s/[edit] 


2010 

o 18 June - Gaydio begins broadcasting to the central area of Manchester on a 
permanent basis, two years after being granted a full-time community radio 
license. 

2011 

o 3 January - 95.8 Capital FM London launches nationally and becomes available in 
Manchester when it replaces Galaxy 102.2% Other than daily breakfast and 


weekday drivetime shows, the majority of Capital's London-based output will be 
networked .24 

o 5 September - 106.1 Real Radio XS replaces Rock Radio. 

o 8 October - BBC Radio Manchester moves from its Oxford Road studios and 
begins broadcasting from MediaCityUK in Salford Quays. 

2012 

o No events. 

2013 

o 7 January - Due to cutbacks within BBC Local Radio, BBC Radio Manchester no 
longer broadcasts its own evening programming. Instead it broadcasts the BBC's 
networked evening programme.!2! 

(0) 24 September - The north west's regional DAB multiplex MXR North West closes. 


2014 

o 6 May - Real Radio North West is relaunched as Heart North West.24! 

2015 

o 5 January - Magic 1152 is renamed Key 2 when it becomes part of the newly 
launched fully networked Bauer City 2 network.42**30 August - As part of a trial 
of small-scale digital multiplexes, a small-scale multiplex in Manchester, 
operated by Niocast Digital, goes on air. Initially a nine-month trial, the 
multiplexes are now licensed until March 2020.28 

o 28 August - A small-scale trial multiplex covering central Manchester, operated 
by Niocast Digital, begins operating. This multiplex is one of 10 trial multiplexes 
across the UK which cover areas much smaller than the county-wide local DAB 
multiplexes. Initially a nine-month trial, the multiplexes are now licensed until 
March 2020.24 

o 21 September - XFM Manchester is replaced by Radio X. 

o 12 October - Sunset 102 returns after 22 years as The New Sunset Radio. 
Programming is similar to the original station and the relaunched station 
features many of the original DJs. 


2016 

o March - Real Radio XS is rebranded as XS Manchester.# 
2017 

o No events. 

2018 


o 19 March - Local weekday evening programmes return to BBC Radio 
Manchester with the launch of The Dead Good Show. 
o 4 June - 
= Manchester station Key 103 is rebranded as Hits Radio Manchester. The 
station is a localised version of The Hits Radio which replaces DAB station 


The Hits.22 
= Key 2 is renamed Key Radio.2% 


2019 
o 7 January - Key Radio is renamed Greatest Hits Manchester and becomes part of 
the Greatest Hits Radio network.24 
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UK pirate radio stations 


Offshore stations 
Radio Caroline North 
Radio Caroline South 
Radio 270 

Wonderful Radio London 


Radio Atlanta 
Swinging Radio England 
Radio Scotland 


Radio North Sea International 
Current and former Land based 


stations 


Don FM 

Dread Broadcasting Corporation 
Dream FM (Leeds) 

Dream FM (London) 

Kool FM 

London Weekend Radio 

London Underground FM 

PCRL 

Point Blank FM 

Radio Free Scotland 


Thameside Radio 


Former pirate radio stations now 


licensed 


Sunshine 855 
XFM 


Pirate radio in the UK has been a popular and enduring radio medium since the 
1960s, despite expansions in licensed broadcasting, and the advent of both digital 
radio and internet radio. Although it peaked throughout the 1960s and again during the 
1980s/1990s, it remains in existence today. Having moved from transmitting 

from ships in the sea to towerblocks across UK towns and cities, in 2009 the UK 
broadcasting regulator Ofcom estimated more than 150 pirate radio stations were still 
operating. 


1960s[edit] 


Pirate radio in the UK first became widespread in the early 1960s when pop 

music stations such as Radio Caroline and Radio London started to broadcast 

on medium wave to the UK from offshore ships or disused sea forts. At the time, these 
stations were not illegal because they were broadcasting from international waters. The 
stations were set up by entrepreneurs and music enthusiasts to meet the growing 
demand for pop and rock music, which was not catered for by BBC Radio services." 


The first British pirate radio station was Radio Caroline, which started broadcasting from 
a ship off the Essex coast in 1964. By 1967, ten pirate radio stations were broadcasting 
to an estimated daily audience of 10-15 million. Influential pirate radio DJs included John 
Peel, Tony Blackburn, Kenny Everett, Johnnie Walker, Tony Prince, Emperor 

Rosko and Spangles Muldoon.“ 


The format of this wave of pirate radio was influenced by Radio Luxembourg and 
American radio stations. Many followed a top-40 format with casual DJs, making UK 
pirate radio the antithesis of BBC radio at the time. Spurred on by the offshore 
stations, land-based pirate stations took to the air on medium wave at weekends, such 
as Radio Free London in 1968. 


Radio Caroline's audience was one third the size of the BBCs Light Programme in the 
parts of the country where it could be received, but the Light Programme's audience did 
not decrease, indicating that pirate radio appealed to an audience that the BBC did not 
serve. 


In reaction to the popularity of pirate radio, BBC radio was restructured in 1967, 
establishing BBC Radio 1, Radio 2, Radio 3 and Radio 4. A number of Djs of the newly 
formed Radio 1 came from pirate stations. The UK Government also closed the 
international waters loophole via the Marine Broadcasting Offences Act of 1967, 
although Radio Caroline would continue to broadcast in various forms right up to 1990. 


1970s[edit] 


The Marine Broadcasting Offences Act officially outlawed offshore stations, but 
unlicensed radio continued, moving from ships and sea-based platforms to urban 
areas in the latter part of the 1960s despite being already illegal under the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act 1949).“ During this period, home-made medium wave (and 
sometimes short wave) transmitters were often constructed inside cheap, expendable 
biscuit tins. The main method employed by most medium-wave or short-wave pirate 


stations during the 1970s involved programming played back on cassette recorders 
(often powered by a car battery), with a long wire antenna slung up between two trees. 


The 1970s and 1980s saw a wave of land-based pirate radio, broadcasting mostly in 
larger towns and cities, transmitting from flats and tower blocks. 


These included community-focused local stations as well as stations emerging for the 
first time to specialise in particular music genres. One of the earliest was Radio 
Jackie originally broadcasting in south west London. 


Soul music stations would start to appear in the 1970s. The first of these was Radio 
Invicta, regarded as Europe's first soul music station first broadcasting in 1970. The 
station would launch the careers of Pete Tong, Gilles Peterson and a number of the 
shows were presented by what was then known as the "Soul Mafia" - DJs such as Chris 
Hill and Froggy. 


1980s[edit] 


Entering the 1980s, transmitters capable of FM broadcasting were beginning to be 
picked up reasonably cheaply, with the ability to transmit over a forty-mile radius from 
a 15-storey tower. Engineers such as Pyers Easton would build them for stations such 
as London Greek Radio and Kiss FM.“ 


In London, a notable moment would be the launching of Britain's first black owned 
music station Dread Broadcasting Corporation (DBC) in 1980. DBC 

played reggae and soca as well as other black music and would be instrumental to the 
later development of black community broadcasting as well as launching the career 
of BBC presenter Ranking Miss P.221 


Soul stations would become prolific in the early-mid 1980s, with Invicta joined by 
Horizon Radio, and JFM in 1981. Both of these would broadcast until 1985 when they 
were followed by Solar Radio and Starpoint. London Weekend Radio (LWR) would start 
life in 1983 playing contemporary pop music during the day with more specialist shows 
in the evenings and weekends, however having briefly closed-down, management of the 
station was handed to club promoter Zak Dee and in 1984, LWR rose again as a 
dedicated soul, hip hop, jazz-funk, and reggae station, launching the career of Tim_ 
Westwood.@@2 LWRs biggest rival would arrive in the form of Kiss FM, first broadcasting 
in late 1985. The station was formed by George Power who had previously ran another 
pirate station London Greek Radio, along with DJs Gordon Mac and Tosca Jackson. By 
1988, Kiss would boast a line-up of top DJs including Norman Jay, Jazzie B (of Soul Il 
Soul), Colin Faver, Trevor Nelson, Judge Jules, Danny Rampling, Paul Trouble Anderson, 
and Coldcut, playing soul, jazz-funk, reggae, hip hop and the emerging sounds of house 
music." A 1987 Evening Standard readers poll placed Kiss in second place 

behind Capital Radio and ahead of Radio 1. 


Around the UK, the West Midlands and Birmingham would see a large number of 
stations forming including the likes of Peoples Community Radio Link (PCRL) which 
started in 1985, and Sunshine Radio.” 


Despite being better catered for by legal radio, there was still space for stations 
playing alternative rock and indie music which was struggling to get 

mainstream airplay. In London, stations such as RFM (Rock FM) and London Rock, and 
in Manchester KFM Radio would spring up to cater for those music genres during the 
mid-late 1980s.™ In 1989, a London pirate radio station Q102 would become a short- 
lived but hugely influential station in the breaking of early 

1990s indie and Britpop bands. This station would be the roots of the later legal XFM.24 


Pirate radio met with increasing opposition, especially from the authorities in the form 
of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). It had claimed since the 1970s that 
pirate radio caused interference to licensed broadcasters and could interfere with 
frequencies used by emergency services. Nonetheless the growth of pirate radio in the 
1980s was so rapid that at one point pirate radio operators outnumbered legal 
broadcasters and in popularity. 


Twice in the mid-late 1980s, the UK Government had floated plans to tackle pirate radio 
by offering new licenses, particularly in London.“ In 1989, new licenses were advertised 
but stations would have to commit to closing down voluntarily and come off-air as part 
of bidding for them. London's Kiss FM was one of those that duly did so, yet despite 
strong backing and support, would lose out to Jazz FM. However, further licenses were 
advertised subsequently and Kiss would win one on its second attempt and become the 
UKs first legal radio station specialising in black and dance music in September 1990. 


However, even as this unfolded, a new wave of pirate radio stations emerged as 
the acid house scene exploded. Particularly in London, stations such as Sunrise, Fantasy 
and Centreforce became the "seven day rave stations". 


1990s[edit] 


Pirate radio aerial installations on rooftops in NW London, late 1990s/early 2000s 


The Broadcasting Act 1990 led to the brief decline of UK pirate radio by encouraging 
diversity in radio and opening up the development of commercial radio, whilst bringing 
in tougher penalties for those caught in unlicensed broadcasting. However, the number 
of unlicensed broadcasters would soon begin to rise again, partly out of the belief that 
the Act had undermined community radio and small scale broadcasters." As stations 
such as Kiss would increasingly discover that advertising revenue and market share 
became as important as the music it played, new pirate stations once again sprung up 
to cater for underground music scenes that were developing. The biggest of these 
would be the rising rave music scene, with stations moving to a "rave on the air" format 
with back to back mixing and listener participation through 'shouts' - enabled by the 
growth of pagers and mobile phones. In London, such stations included the likes of 
Rush, Kool FM, Pulse FM, Innocence, Don FM, and Defection.“4! 


For those ill-served by mainstream and legal radio, pirate radio filled the void especially 
for the black community. In London, stations as Galaxy Radio, Genesis, Station, and 
Vibes have mixed black music with phone-ins and cultural programming: "We are trying 
to bring a balance into the community - to introduce culture and history and to inform 
people" as one of those involved in Galaxy.“ These stations still broadcast today. 


Across the UK, the picture was similar, with notable pirate radio stations 

including: PCRL, Frontline, and Sting in Birmingham; Buzz 88 FM and Soul Nation 

in Manchester;“2 Dance FM, Fantasy FM, and SCR in Sheffield; Passion Radio, Ragga 
FM, For The People in Bristol; Fresh FM in Leicester; Z100 in Liverpool, and Dream 
FM in Leeds.!#1 


By the mid-late 1990s, genres such as happy hardcore, jungle/drum'n'bass and UK_ 
garage saw a new generation of pirate radio stations emerge. In London, Kool 

FM and Don FM were joined by Rude, Flex FM, and Dream FM in championing jungle 
music/drum'n'bass, and the latter also happy hardcore.22! UK garage was being 
pushed by stations such as Deja Vu, London Underground (notably the Dreem Teem), 
and Freek FM (notably DJ EZ).24 The now legal Flex FM and Rinse FM would make a 
transition from jungle to UK garage during the course of the 1990s. 


2000s to present([edit] 


As pirate radio persisted into the Millennium, UK broadcasting 

regulator Ofcom undertook research into its continued popularity and published its 
findings in 2007. This estimated that: "there are currently around 150 illegal radio 
stations in the UK. At any one time, it is believed that around half of these are 
transmitting in London, within the M25 area".22 It found that: "a large proportion of 
these are operating in London, with notable clusters in Harlesden, Stoke Newington, 
Southwark and Lambeth". As part of this, it also commissioned research among 
residents of the London boroughs of Hackney, Haringey and Lambeth, finding that: 
"about 24 percent of all adults aged 14 or older living within the three London boroughs 
listen to pirate radio stations. The research found that 37 percent of students aged 14- 
24 and 41 percent of the African-Caribbean community listened to pirate radio". The 
development and promotion of grass-roots talent, the urban music scene and minority 
community groups were identified as key drivers for pirate radio. According to the 
research both pirate radio listeners and those running pirate radio stations thought that 
licensed broadcasters failed to cater sufficiently for the needs of the public at large. 
Pirate radio was regarded as the best place to hear new music and particularly urban 
music. Furthermore, pirate radio stations were appreciated for their local relevance by 
providing information and advertisements about local community events, businesses 
and club nights.22 


An operation by Ofcom to take unlicensed operators off-air in late 2005 would reveal 
that London's airwaves were still very active,22 including long established stations such 
as Kool FM, Point Blank, Bassline, Lightning FM, Deja Vu, and Rinse FM.4l25) The latter 
two would be instrumental in the development of 

then underground grime and dubstep music scenes. 


Ofcom responded to a Freedom of Information request in July 2015, that revealed they 
had raided and seized almost 400 hundred pirate radio set-ups in London in just a 2 
year period.2@ 


Community radio[edit] 


Since 2010, Ofcom have promoted the take-up of Community Radio, especially in areas 
such as London with a concentration of pirate radio stations.24 As such, a number of 
former pirate radio stations have made the transition to legal broadcasting through 
community radio licences, such as Rinse FM, Kane FM, and most recently Flex FM. 
However, some remain skeptical of the ability of the local community and pirate 
broadcasters to make the move to legal status.2 


Political pirate radio[edit] 


Although UK pirate radio has in the main concentrated on broadcasting music not 
catered for by the mainstream, there has been some overt political pirate radio. The 
earliest of these was Radio Free Scotland, which hijacked the sound channels of BBC 
television after closedown. In the 1970s, Radio Enoch, named after Enoch Powell, was 
set up by people on the right wing of the Conservative and Unionist Party to help re- 
elect a conservative government. Although Radio Enoch had vowed to return if a Labour 
administration was re-elected, it failed to do so after Tony Blair was elected in 1997. In 
1982, Our Radio was broadcasting music, anarchism, and other left wing views to 
London. Our Radio once evaded arrest by setting up a dummy antenna for the Home 
Office to find. During the 1984-1985 miners' strike, Radio Arthur operated in the 
Nottinghamshire area. Much more recently, Interference FM was set up by a collective 
to broadcast during the Carnival Against Capitalism demonstration on 18 June 1999.2% 


Political programming has been a feature of the many black community pirate radio 
stations that have grown in the UK since the 1980s. For the likes of Galaxy Radio, part 
of their mission is to: "de-brainwash the black community”. The station 

combines reggae and soca with robust articulation of "black empowerment against a 
system designed our oppress our brothers and sisters" and live phone-in discussions. 
ua Genesis Radio, launched in the early 1990s, follows a similar format. Duwayne 
Brooks, councillor and friend of Stephen Lawrence who was murdered in a racist attack 
in 1993, has in the past urged police to work with community stations such as Genesis 
in order to improve "police engagement with the community" and "run our own appeals 
for information after incidents".24 Where black community stations have also been 
effective is to raise awareness and raise funds for local concerns, often where 
mainstream media has overlooked them. In 2002, Powerjam launched an appeal 
through one of its talk shows to raide money to save a young girl from a rare tissue 
disease.24 


Internet and pirate radio[edit] 


The advent of the internet has bought both opportunities and challenges for pirate 
radio. In the early days, the internet became another communication means in which to 
advertise and promote stations, with station listings, frequencies, and information 
starting to be posted.22I231 Soon stations themselves would use the internet to establish 
their websites, with some also taking advantage of early radio streaming technologies. 
gasi For the now legal Rinse FM, their website not only streamed shows live but it would 
also provide them a platform to develop their identity and to promote their events 
whilst still unlicensed.& 


By the 2010s, this landscape was changing with increasing use of social 

media and music streaming services, with research by RAJAR reporting that: "Although 
90% of people still listen to the radio each week, the proportion listening to FM and AM 
stations has fallen from 68% in 2010 to 58% in March".24 


For some, the internet still doesn't replace the need for pirate radio: "Pirate will never 
stop; it’s cyclical. If you push people hard enough, they'll find a mode of expression. The 
internet has been pretty cool for that, but it’s not the be-all-and-end-all",““ whilst others 
argue that for music like grime, pirate radio continues to be "such an essential platform 
for emerging voices".221 For former pirates such as Kool London, internet radio has given 
them a new lease of life.22! 


Legal situation[edit] 


The Wireless Telegraphy Act 2006 provides for Ofcom to issue licences to radio 
broadcasters for the use of stations and wireless telegraphy apparatus. The Act sets out 
a number of criminal offences relating to wireless telegraphy, including the 
establishment or use of a wireless telegraphy station or apparatus for the purpose of 
making an unlicensed broadcast. The financing or participating in the day-to-day 
running of unlicensed broadcasting is also a criminal offence, as is the supplying of a 
sound recording for an unlicensed station and advertising through unlicensed stations. 
221 The act allows Ofcom to take a number of actions against individuals committing 
these offences, including power of entry and search and seizure of equipment. It is a 
criminal offence to obstruct a person exercising enforcement powers on Ofcom's behalf. 
221 Furthermore, the Broadcasting Act 1990 provides that anyone convicted of an 
unlawful broadcasting offence is disqualified from holding a broadcasting licence for five 
years, 221 


Anti-social behaviour orders (ASBO) have also been used in the fight against pirate 
radio.“ 


In popular culture[edit] 
Drama and comedy[edit] 


e A1966 episode of Danger Man entitled "Not So Jolly Roger" was set aboard an 
offshore pirate radio station. 

e In 1966, Season 2 episode 5 of Thunderbirds featured a pirate radio station orbiting 
the earth that later begins to crash back to Earth. 

e The 1967 album The Who Sell Out by rock band The Who has jingles from pirate 
radio station Wonderful Radio London. 

e ina 1970 episode of their BBC TV series The Goodies, the British comedy trio ran a 
pirate radio station named Radio Goodies. 

e in 1987 The Lenny Henry Show featured a pirate station called the Brixton 
Broadcasting Corporation (a spoof of the BBC) where a café owner had the station 
run in the café. 

e In 1994, the ITV police drama The Bill featured an episode on a pirate radio station 
named Krush FM that was interfering with police radios. 

e The 2003 Family Channel series Radio Free Roscoe focuses on a pirate radio station 
operated by four high-schoolers from the fictional town of Roscoe. 

e Inthe BBC TV series /dea/ (2005-2011), the brother of Moz, Troy, runs a pirate radio 
station named Troy FM. 

e The 2009 film The Boat That Rocked (retitled Pirate Radio in North America) is about 
UK pirate radio and loosely based on Radio Caroline. 

e The 2010 Doctor Who audio story Dead Air sees a villain known as The Hush 
follow The Doctor on to the fictional Radio Bravo in 1966. 


The BBC Three TV mockumentary People Just Do Nothing (2011-2018) is based 
around a Brentford pirate station Kurupt FM. 


Documentaries[edit] 


In 1982, Channel 4 broadcast a feature on pirate radio on its Whatever You 

Want programme, featuring DBC and Breakfast Pirate Radio. 

In 1987, Channel 4 broadcast The Black & White Pirate Show, featuring 1980s black 
pirates DBC, JBC, and PCRL. 

In 1993, BBC Two broadcast the documentary Pirates directed by Nigel Finch as part 
of Arena Radio Night. This featured London's Rush FM. 

In 1994, Anglia Television broadcast Rockin' The Boat, a documentary 

about offshore radio featuring Radio Caroline, and Radio City. 

In 1996, BBC South East broadcast the documentary Radio Renegades as part of 
the First Sight current affairs series. This featured London's Kool FM and Dream FM. 
In 1999, the Discovery Channel broadcast Making Waves, featuring Rude FM. 

In 2000, BBC Radio 1 broadcast Last Caller Ring Back, featuring 1980s and 1990s 
radio. 

In 2010, Wilderness Productions released the Michael Chandler documentary Stay 
Sailing on Vimeo, featuring Buzz FM, and Itch FM. 

In 2017, BBC Four first broadcast the documentary The Last Pirates: Britain's Rebel 
DJs, featuring 1980s radio especially Kiss FM and London Weekend Radio. 


See Also[edit] 


Offshore radio 


Community radio in the United Kingdom 
Radio in the United Kingdom 
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Logo used by the Independent Broadcasting Authority for promoting Independent Local Radio 
services in the 1980s. 

Independent Local Radio is the collective name given to commercial radio stations in 
the United Kingdom. As a result of the buyouts and mergers permitted by 

the Broadcasting Act 1990, and deregulation resulting from the Communications Act 


2003, most commercial stations are now neither independent nor local. The same name 
is used for Independent Local Radio in Ireland. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of independent radio in the United Kingdom 
Development of ILR[edit] 


Until the early 1970s, the BBC had a legal monopoly on radio broadcasting in the UK. 
Despite competition from the commercial Radio Luxembourg and, for a period in the 


mid-1960s, the off-shore "pirate" broadcasters, it had remained the policy of both major 
political parties that radio was to remain under the BBC. 


Upon the election of Edward Heath's government in 1970, this policy changed. It is 
possible that Heath's victory was partly due to younger voters upset by the UK 
government closing down the popular pirate radio stations. 


The new Minister of Post and Telecommunications, Christopher Chataway, announced a 
Bill to allow for the introduction of commercial radio in the United Kingdom. This service 
would be planned and regulated in a similar manner to the existing ITV service and 
would compete with the recently developed BBC Local Radio services (rather than the 
four national BBC services). 


The Sound Broadcasting Act" received Royal Assent on 12 July 1972 and 
the Independent Television Authority (ITA) accordingly changed its name to 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) that same day.” 


The IBA immediately began to plan the new service, placing advertisements 
encouraging interested groups to apply for medium-term contracts to provide 
programmes in given areas. The first major areas to be advertised 

were London and Glasgow, with two contracts available in London, one for "news and 
information", one for "general and entertainment". 


The London news contract was awarded to London Broadcasting Company (LBC) and 
they began broadcasting on 8 October 1973. The London general contract went 

to Capital Radio, who began broadcasting on 16 October 1973. In total, 19 contracts 
were awarded between 1973 and 1976. Due to government limits on capital 
expenditure and turbulence in the broadcasting field (mainly due to the Annan Report), 
no further contracts were awarded until 1980, when a second tranche of contracts were 
awarded. All stations were awarded an AM and an FM frequency, on which they 
broadcast the same service. 


First and second tranche contracts[edit] 


Airdate“ City Station name 

8 October 

1973 London LBC 

16 October . i“ 
Capital Radio 

1973 London Capital Radio 

31 December pasta Radio Clyde 

1973 

19 February Birmingham BRMB 

1974 

2 April 1974 Manchester Piccadilly Radio 

15 July 1974 Newcastle-upon-Tyne Metro Radio 


30 September 


1974 Swansea Swansea Sound 


1 October 


1974 Sheffield 
21 October Uysal 
1974 aii 
22 January : 

1975 Edinburgh 


19 May 1975 Plymouth 
24 June 1975 Stockton-on-Tees 


3 July 1975 Nottingham 
16 September 


1975 Bradford 
14 October 

1975 Portsmouth 
28 October swich 
1975 TAR 


8 March 1976 Reading 


16 March 


1976 Belfast 


12 April 1976 Wolverhampton 


11 April 1980 Cardiff 
23 May 1980 Coventry 


10 July 1980 Peterborough 
15 September 


1980 Bournemouth 
17 October 

1980 Dundee 

23 October 

1980 Gloucester 

7 November Eeter 

1980 Ean 

14 November Perth 


1980 


Radio Hallam 


Radio City 


Radio Forth 


Plymouth Sound 


Radio Tees 


Radio Trent 


Pennine Radio 


Radio Victory 


Radio Orwell 


Radio 210 


Downtown Radio 


Beacon Radio 


CBC (Cardiff Broadcasting Company) 


Mercia Sound 


Hereward Radio 


2CR (Two Counties Radio) 


Radio Tay 


Severn Sound 


DevonAir Radio 


Radio Tay 


12 December Torba 
1980 —orbay 


27 July 1981 Aberdeen 


1 September 


1981 Leeds 


7 September 


1981 Leicester 


= Se SDE! c aaihend onten 


1981 

15 October man 

1981 

27 October . 

1981 Bristol 

4 December ; 
1981 Ayr and Girvan 
10 December 

1981 Chelmsford 

23 February Hudme: 


1982 
1 March 1982 Bedford 


1982 © Worcester 
Ted Preston 
E ~ Swindon 


4 April 1983 Guildford 
13 June 1983 Newport 


29 August : 
1983 Brighton 


5 September 


1983 Stoke-on-Trent 


5 September Wrexham 


DevonAir Radio 


Northsound Radio 


Radio Aire 


Centre Radio 


Essex Radio 


Chiltern Radio 


Radio West 


West Sound Radio 


Essex Radio 


Moray Firth Radio 


Chiltern Radio 


Radio Wyvern 


Red Rose Radio 


Wiltshire Radio 


Saxon Radio 


County Sound 


Gwent Broadcasting 


Southern Sound Radio 


Signal Radio 


Marcher Sound (Sain y Gororau) 


1983 
17 April 1984 Kingston-upon-Hull 


5 September 


1984 Leicester 
1 October À 
1984 Norwich 
1 October 
Nortnampton 
1984 Northampton 
1 October 
1984 East Kent 
20 October Crawls 
1984 ~fawley 
12 October 
 2OouUTNaMpton & FortsmoutN 
1986 Southampton & Portsmouth 


30 November Northampton & Northampton 


1986 shire 
3 March 1987 Derby 
22 May 1987 Bath 


Extension of ILR[edit] 


Viking Radio 


Leicester Sound (Launched after failed 
Centre Radio went into receivership) 


Radio Broadland 


Hereward Radio 


Invicta Sound 


Radio Mercury 


Ocean Sound 


Northants 96 


Radio Trent 
GWR Radio Bath 


In the late 1980s, the expansion of ILR continued at a similar rate. Under the 
Broadcasting Acts, the IBA had a duty to ensure that any area it licensed for radio could 
support a station with the available advertising revenue. Therefore, many areas were 
not included in the IBA's ILR plans as it was felt that they were not viable. This did not 
prevent Radio West in Bristol getting into financial trouble and having to merge with 
Wiltshire Radio on 1 October 1985; nor did it prevent Centre Radio going into 


receivership on 6 October 1983.” 


Split services[edit] 


Nevertheless, the areas served by ILR continued to increase and 1986 the IBA 
sanctioned in principle the idea that different services could be broadcast on each 
station's FM and AM frequency. The first experimental part-time split service was 
provided by Radio Forth, who created Festival City Radio for the duration of 

the Edinburgh Festival in 1984. The first station to permanently split their frequencies 
was Guildford's County Sound”! who rebranded the FM output as Premier Radio and 
turned the AM output into a new golden oldies station, County Sound Gold in 1988. 


Other stations then followed suit. 


By 1988, the government had decided that the practice of splitting was beneficial and a 
quick way to increase choice for listeners. The IBA then began a programme of 
encouraging ILR stations to split their services and most stations had soon complied. 


The usual format was to have a "gold" (oldies) service on AM and pop music on FM, 
although Radio City tried "City Talk" on AM before abandoning the format. 


The Broadcasting Act 1990[edit] 


The 1990 Broadcasting Act provided for the abolition of the IBA and its replacement by 
the Independent Television Commission. The IBA continued to regulate radio under the 
new name of the Radio Authority, but with a different remit. 


As a "light-touch" regulator (although heavier than the ITC), the Radio Authority was to 
issue licences to the highest bidder and promote the development of commercial radio 
choice.2° 


INR, RSLs, SALLIES and IRR[edit] 


This led to the awarding of three national contracts (known as Independent National 
Radio, but still usually referred to under the banner of "ILR" by most commentators) 
to Classic FM, Virgin 1215 (later Virgin Radio and then rebranded Absolute Radio) and 
Talk Radio (later talkSPORT). 


The Radio Authority also began to license Restricted Service Licence (RSL) stations - 
low-power temporary radio stations for special events, operating for up to 28 days a 
year - and to reduce the criteria for a "viable service area" with the introduction of 
Small Scale Local Licences (SALLIES) for villages, special interest groups and small 
communities .24 


By this time the medium wave band had become unpopular with radio groups and the 
majority of new stations were awarded an FM licence only, even when an AM licence 
was jointly available. 


The Radio Authority also introduced regional stations (Independent Regional Radio, 
again usually grouped under the banner "ILR" by most commentators) and began to 
license the commercial Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) multiplexes in October 1998.24 


The Radio Authority was replaced by the Office of Communications (Ofcom) in 2004, 
which also replaced the ITC, the Broadcasting Standards Commission, the Radio 
Communications Agency and the Office of Telecommunications (Oftel). Ofcom has 
stated that they plan to continue the development of Independent Local Radio, with an 
emphasis on digital broadcasting, and to "ensure the character" of local stations, 
following the mergers and loss of local identities that followed the 1990 Act.24 


ILR stations[edit] 


As of 2005, there are 217 licensed analogue ILR and IRR services in England; 16 
in Wales; 34 in Scotland; eight in Northern Ireland; and two in the Channel Islands. 
These are /icences rather than franchises. Some licences are grouped nationally, 
regionally or by format to provide one service; other licences cover two or more 
services.” 


There are three national analogue services. There is one national DAB service (Digital 
One) and 47 regional DAB services, owned by 10 and operated by nine companies." 


Manx Radio[edit] 


The first licensed commercial radio station in the United Kingdom is often stated to 
be Manx Radio, which launched in June 1964.22, However, since the Isle of Man is not 
part of the United Kingdom, Manx Radio is not considered to be an ILR station and 


launched with a Post Office licence. Manx Radio is funded by a mixture of commercial 
advertising and a yearly £860,000 Manx Government subvention. 


See also[edit] 


e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
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Independent National Radio is the official term for the three national commercial 
radio stations broadcasting on analogue radio in the United Kingdom. The two stations 


broadcasting on AM were allocated frequencies previously used by BBC Radio 3 (to be 
used by INR2) and BBC Radio 1 (to be used by INR3). 


Background[edit] 


The stations came about following the 1990 Broadcasting Act which allowed for the 
launch of independent national radio (INR) stations in the United Kingdom." The Radio 
Authority was mandated to award three INR licences. The FM licence (INR1) had to be 
for a 'non-pop' station and one (INR3) had to be for a predominantly speech-based 
service. The remaining licence (INR2) was to be open to ‘all-comers'’. The licences were 
to be awarded to the highest cash bidder, providing that the applicant met criteria set 
down in the Broadcasting Act.” 


INR stations on air{edit] 


e Classic FM - 99.9 to 101.9 MHz, first air date 7 September 1992, owned by Global 
Radio. 

e Absolute Radio - 1215 kHz mediumwave in most areas, first air date 30 April 1993 
as Virgin 1215, owned by Bauer Radio. 

e Talksport - 1053 kHz and 1089 kHz in most areas, first air date 14 February 1995 
as Talk Radio UK, owned by Wireless Group. 


All three station are also available nationally on DAB on the Digital One multiplex as 
well as on digital TV and online. 


Plans for a fourth station, using 225kHz long wave, were mooted in 1996 but were 
abandoned by The Radio Authority after consultation with the radio industry which 
found that there was no interest in launching a station on that frequency due to the 
costs involved, especially to cover all of the country given that the frequency would only 
provide partial UK-wide coverage. The frequency had originally been allocated to the 
BBC but it had never been used. 
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The Radio Academy is a registered charity dedicated to 'the encouragement, 
recognition and promotion of excellence in UK broadcasting and audio production’. It 
was formed in 1983 and is run via a board of trustees, currently chaired by Yvonne 


Thompson.”'The Radio Academy was previously called Sony Awards due to the 
sponsorship of the Sony company. This name was changed after Sony withdrew their 
sponsorship."’The charity has a Board of Trustees who serve three-year terms.”'Their 
responsibilities include designing, planning, and implementing projects and programs. 
“In addition, every year they must attend six board meetings which are held in London. 
“4 In 2019, the Radio Academy requested votes from the public for the addition of three 
new Trustees."! 


The Daily Telegraph has described the Radio Academy as "the industry's most powerful 
body”. 


Events[edit] 


The Radio Academy runs a range of events throughout the year, including the annual 
Radio Festival. It also runs the awards ceremony, the ARIAS (previously the Radio 
Academy Awards up until 2014). 


The Academy also runs regular Masterclasses for young people who would like to work 
in radio.~ In addition, the Academy's Branches regularly hold local events across the 
country. 


Honours[edit] 


The Radio Academy awards a number of honours each year, including induction into its 
UK Radio Hall of Fame,™ Fellowships, the John Peel Award for Outstanding Contribution 
to Music Radio, the PPL Music Icon Award, the Local and Regional Lifetime Achievement 
Award, the Most Played Artist on British Radio and the 30 Under 30.2% 


In 2016 the Radio Academy gave out a number of prizes called Audio and Radio 
Industry Awards (ARIAS).24 Previously the Academy issued the Radio Academy Awards. 


Hall of Fame[edit] 


The following are members of the Radio Academy's Hall of Fame:22! 


Douglas Adams 
Barry Alldis (RIP) 
Peter Allen 

Gerry Anderson 
Marjorie Anderson 
Eamonn Andrews 
John Arlott 

Arthur Askey 
Danny Baker 
Simon Bates 


Tony Blackburn 
Alan Brazil 


Peter Brough / Archie Andrews 


Ken Bruce 
Douglas Cameron 
Nick Clarke 


Jimmy Clitheroe 


Kenny Everett (RIP) 
Nick Ferrari 

Neil Fox 

Alan Freeman (RIP) 
Paul Gambaccini 
Jane Garvey 

The Goons 

Alan Green 

Benny Green 
Charlotte Green 
Henry Hall 

Tony Hancock 
Tommy Handley 
William Hardcastle 
Bob Harris 

Brian Hayes 

Stuart Henry 


Peter Jones (actor) 
Alan Keith 

Alvar Lidell 

Adrian Love (RIP) 
Humphrey Lyttelto 
Sue MacGregor 
Betty Marsden 
Brian Matthew (RIF 
Jessie Matthews 
Helen Mayhew 
Simon Mayo 
Derek McCulloch ‘t 
Jean Metcalfe 

Ray Moore (RIP) 
Richard Murdoch 
Jenni Murray 

Pete Murray 


Alistair Cooke 
Billy Cotton 

David Davis 

Jack de Manio 
Mike Dickin 
Richard Dimbleby 
Ed Doolan (RIP) 
John Dunn (RIP) 
Timothy Hodge 
Noel Edmonds 
Franklin Engelmann 


Fellows([edit] 


The following are Fellows of the Radio Academy! 


Steve Ackerman 
Michael Betton 
Chris Burns 

Sandy Warr 
Ashley Tabor 

Clive Dickens 
Gloria Abramoff 
Darren Henley OBE 
Andrew Harrison 
Dee Ford 
Stephanie Hirst 
Lorna Clarke 

Lisa Kerr 

David Lloyd 

Sonita Alleyne OBE FRSA 
Mark Damazer CBE 
Jay Crawford 
Ronan O'Rahilly 
Peter Baxter 
Martin Campbell 
John Leonard 

John Simons 

Jenny Lacey 

Bob Shennan 

Keith Pringle 

Steve Orchard 


Patrons[edit] 


Kenneth Horne 
Margaret Howard 
John Humphrys 
Jack Jackson 
David Jacobs (RIP) 
Hattie Jacques 
David Jensen 
Brian Johnston 
Peter Jones (broadcaster) 
Nicky Campbell 
Barry Cryer 


Simon Cooper 
John Bradford 
Johnny Beerling 
Giles Squire 
Roger Wright 
Glen Barnham 
Michael Barton 
Stephen Mitchell 
Pat Loughrey 
Kevin Dale 

John Rosborough 
Kevin Greening (RIP) 
David Vick 

John Pidgeon 
John Baish 

Andy Parfitt 

Fran Nevrkla 
Helen Boaden 
John Myers (RIP) 


Deanna Hallett 


Tony Stoller 
Graham Ellis 
Phil Riley 


Gary Farrow 
Mark Goodier 


The following are Patrons of the Radio Academy“! 


Absolute Radio 
Power 93.4 FM 
Adstream 


CN Group 
Digital Radio UK 


Equity 


James Naughtie 
Annie Nightingale 
Norman Painting 
Nicholas Parsons 
Andy Peebles 
John Peel (RIP) 
Wilfred Pickles 
Roy Plomley 


Libby Purves 
Pete Price 


Sir Nicholas Kenyo. 
Simon Cole 

David Mansfield 
Bill Morris LVO 
Robert Stiby 
Lesley Douglas 
Terry Smith 
Richard Findlay 
Peter Willison 
Mark Byford 

Jez Nelson 
Trevor Dann 

Alex Dickson OBE 
Roger Mosey 
Simon Shute 
Grae Allan 

John Perkins 

Phil Harding 

Alan Zafer 

Mark Story 

James Moir LVO 
Ralph Bernard CBE 
Ron Coles 


Dame Jenny Abran 
Richard Park 


Kingdom FM 
KMFM 


LD Communication 


e Arqiva e Folded Wing ° 
e Bauer Radio e Folder Media ° 
e BBC Audio & Music e G Media ° 
e BBC Cymru Wales e Gaydar Radio . 
e BBC Local Radio e Global Radio ° 
e BBC News e Global Traffic Network ° 
e BBC Northern Ireland e GMG Radio . 
e BBCB5 Live e The Guardian ° 
e BBC Scotland e IMD ° 
e BBC Trust e Isle of Wight Radio ° 
e BBC World Service e JACK fm Oxfordshire ° 
e BFBS e jazz FM ° 


Broadcast Bionics 
Celador Radio 


Jibba Jabba Productions 


Lincs FM 

Manx Radio 

Media UK 

MGR 

Neilsen Music Cont 
Orion Media 

PPL 

Premier Christian F 
Pure 

Quidem 
RadioCentre 


Radio Independent 
Radioplayer 
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? 


The Broadcasting Act 1990 is a law of the British parliament, initiated in part due to a 
1989 European Council Directive (89/552), also known as the Television Without 
Frontiers directive. The aim of the Act was to liberalise and deregulate the British 
broadcasting industry by promoting competition; ITV, in particular, had earlier been 
described by Margaret Thatcher as "the last bastion of restrictive practices". The act 
came about after the finding from the Peacock Committee. 


It led directly to the abolition of the Independent Broadcasting Authority and its 
replacement with the Independent Television Commission and Radio Authority (both 
themselves now replaced by Ofcom), which were given the remit of regulating with a 
"lighter touch" and did not have such strong powers as the IBA; some referred to this as 
"deregulation". The ITC also began regulating non-terrestrial channels, whereas the IBA 
had only regulated ITV, Channel 4 and British Satellite Broadcasting; the ITC thus took 
over the responsibilities of the Cable Authority which had regulated the early non- 
terrestrial channels, which were only available to a very small audience in the 1980s. 


Effects of the Act[edit] 


An effect of this Act was that, in the letter of the law, the television or radio companies 
rather than the regulator became the broadcasters, as had been the case in the early 
(1955-1964) era of the Independent Television Authority when it had fewer regulatory 
powers than it would later assume. 


In television[edit] 


In television, the Act allowed for the creation of a fifth analogue terrestrial television 
channel in the UK, which turned out to be Channel 5, and the growth of multichannel 
satellite television. It also stipulated that the BBC, which had previously produced the 
vast majority of its television programming in-house, was now obliged to source at least 
25% of its output from independent production companies. 


The act has sometimes been described, both as praise and as criticism, as a key 
enabling force for Rupert Murdoch's ambitions in Britain. It reformed the system of 
awarding ITV franchises, which proved controversial when Thames Television was 
replaced by Carlton Television, for what some felt were political reasons (see Death on 
the Rock), and when TV-am, admired by Mrs Thatcher for its management's defiance of 
the trade unions, lost its franchise to GMTV (the now-former Prime Minister personally 
apologised to the senior TV-am executive Bruce Gyngell). It also allowed companies 
holding ITV franchises to merge with each other starting in 1994, beginning the process 
which eventually led to all franchises in England and Wales coming under the control 

of ITV plc in 2004. 


In radio[edit] 


In radio, it allowed for the launch of three Independent National Radio stations, two of 
them on medium wave using frequencies formerly used by the BBC, and the other 

on FM using frequencies formerly used by the emergency services. It set out plans for 
many more local and regional commercial radio stations, generally using parts of the FM 
band not previously used for broadcasting, which have since come to fruition. Its plans 
for expanding community radio were only really developed in the 2000s. 


Controversy[edit] 


The Act passed through Parliament despite opposition from much of the Labour 

Party and from some members of the ruling Conservative Party, who saw it as 
representative of a decline in standards, and on occasions saw it as enabling what was, 
for them, an unwelcome Americanisation. Notably, Douglas Hurd has since criticised the 
Act's after-effects, describing it as "one of the less successful reforms of those years". 
These Conservatives would have described their position as paternalistic as a term of 
praise, while supporters of the Act would use it against them as a term of abuse. 

During Tony Blair's tenure as leader, the Labour Party's broadcasting policy generally 
shifted much more towards that expounded in the Act. 


The then Home Secretary, David Waddington, described the Act as heralding "a massive 
expansion in choice", and supporters of the multichannel age in British broadcasting 
have praised the Act, and later regulation influenced by it, for such reasons. Supporters 
of the previous, more regulated system have strongly criticised the Act, and some have 
blamed it for what they see as a "dumbing down" of British television and radio. Like 
many other reforms of the Thatcher years, it has a tendency to polarise opinion very 
strongly. One initially less-obvious effect of the Act was that technical standards ceased 
to be monitored and enforced by the regulatory body along with the programme 
content. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e Television Act 1954 
e Communications Act 2003 
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Communications Act 2003 


Long title 


Citation 


Introduced 


by 


Act of Parliament 


a > 


a 
yy 


An Act to confer functions on the Office 
of Communications; to make provision 
about the regulation of the provision of 
electronic communications networks and 
services and of the use of the electro- 
magnetic spectrum; to make provision 
about the regulation of broadcasting and 
of the provision of television and radio 
services; to make provision about 
mergers involving newspaper and other 
media enterprises and, in that 
connection, to amend the Enterprise Act 


2002; and for connected purposes. 


2003 c 21 


Tessa Jowell 


Dates 


Royal assent 17 July 2003 


Commencem 17 July 2003 (partial) 


ent 


Status: Amended 


Text of the Communications Act 2003 as in force 
today (including any amendments) within the 


United Kingdom, from legislation.gov.uk. 


The Communications Act 2003 is an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom. 

u The act, which came into force on 25 July 2003, superseded the Telecommunications 
Act 1984. The new act was the responsibility of Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell. It 
consolidated the telecommunication and broadcasting regulators in the UK, introducing 
the Office of Communications (Ofcom) as the new industry regulator. On 28 December 
2003 Ofcom gained its full regulatory powers, inheriting the duties of the Office of 
Telecommunications (Oftel). Among other measures, the act introduced legal 
recognition of community radio and paved the way for full-time community radio 
services in the UK, as well as controversially lifting many restrictions on cross-media 
ownership. It also made it illegal to use other people's Wi-Fi broadband connections 
without their permission. In addition, the legislation also allowed for the first time non- 
European entities to wholly own a British television company. 2! 


Provisions of the act[edit] 


The act had a large number of provisions, including the following: 


e Obtaining access to the Internet with no intention to pay for the service was made a 
criminal offence. 

e Sending a malicious communication using social media was made a criminal 
offence. 

e The Independent Television Commission, Radio Authority, Office of 
Telecommunications, and Radiocommunications Agency were merged into Ofcom. 

e The telecommunications licensing regime was replaced by a general authorisation 
for companies to provide telecommunications services subject to general conditions 
of entitlement, while BT retained its universal service obligation. 

e It was declared an offence to "persistently make use of a public electronic 
communications network for the purpose of causing annoyance, inconvenience or 
needless anxiety". Ofcom subsequently developed policies to reduce the number 
of silent telephone calls. 

e The public service remit for Channel 4 was revised. 

e Broadcasters were required to make a proportion of television programmes outside 
the London area (defined as outside the M25). 

e Restrictions on ITV company ownership were lifted, aside from "public interest" test 
that was added as an amendment in the House of Lords. The result was the 


formation of a single entity ITV plc controlling all of the ITV franchises in England 
and Wales in February 2004. 

e The limit on the proportion of ITN that any ITV operating company could own was 
abolished. 

e Broadcasters were required to carry a "Suitable quantity and range of programmes" 
dealing with religion and other beliefs, as part of their public service broadcasting. 

e Political advertising on television or radio was prohibited. 

e Ofcom given the responsibility to 'promote' media literacy.“ 

e The Gaelic Media Service was created to decide on the future development of Gaelic 
broadcasting services. 

e Community radio stations were recognised as a distinct third tier of radio 
alongside BBC Radio and commercial radio. 

e The authority for the BBC to collect the licence fee was set out. 

e Provision was made for the requirements for blind and deaf television viewers. This 
has subsequently included sign language, subtitles and audio description. 

e The Broadcast Committee of Advertising Practice was established as the regulatory 
body ensuring that advertising on radio and television is not misleading, harmful, 
offensive, or beyond the boundaries of taste and decency. 


Wi-Filedit] 


It is an offence under section 125 of the act to obtain access to the Internet when there 
is no intention to pay for that service. The legislation was intended to prevent the 
major defrauding of communications companies. Nevertheless, the individual practice 
of piggybacking (the illicit use of a Wi-Fi connection to access another subscriber's 
Internet service) was demonstrated to be a contravention of the act by Rv 
Straszkiewicz in 2005. There have been subsequent arrests for the practice. 

™ Piggybacking may also be a breach of the Computer Misuse Act 1990. Section 125 of 
the act has been criticised for its vagueness, resulting in the possibility that many users 
of portable Wi-Fi enabled devices may be inadvertently breaching it. 


Malicious communications[edit] 


Section 127 of the act makes it an offence to send a message that is grossly offensive 
or of an indecent, obscene or menacing character over a public electronic 
communications network.™ The section replaced section 43 of the Telecommunications 
Act 1984 and is drafted as widely as its predecessor." The section has been used 
controversially to prosecute users of social media in cases such as the Twitter Joke 
Trial and Facebook comments concerning the murder of April Jones." 


On 19 December 2012, to strike a balance between freedom of speech and criminality, 
the Director of Public Prosecutions issued interim guidelines, clarifying when social 
messaging is eligible for criminal prosecution under UK law. Only communications that 
are credible threats of violence, harassment, or stalking (such as aggressive Internet 
trolling) which specifically targets an individual or individuals, or breaches a court 
order designed to protect someone (such as those protecting the identity of a victim of 
a sexual offence) will be prosecuted. Communications that express an “unpopular or 
unfashionable opinion about serious or trivial matters, or banter or humour, even if 
distasteful to some and painful to those subjected to it" will not. Communications that 
are merely "grossly offensive, indecent, obscene or false" will be prosecuted only when 
it can be shown to be necessary and proportionate. People who pass on malicious 
messages, such as by retweeting, can also be prosecuted when the original message is 


subject to prosecution. Individuals who post messages as part of a separate crime, such 


as a plan to import drugs, would face prosecution for that offence, as is currently the 
case. 12)[13][14 


Revisions to the interim guidelines were issued on 20 June 2013 following a public 
consultation.“ The revisions specified that prosecutors should consider: 


e whether messages were aggravated by references to race, religion or other 
minorities, and whether they breached existing rules to counter harassment or 
stalking; and 

e the age and maturity of any wrongdoer should be taken into account and given 
great weight. 


The revisions also clarified that criminal prosecutions were "unlikely": 


e when the author of the message had "expressed genuine remorse"; 
e when "swift and effective action ... to remove the communication" was taken; or 
e when messages were not intended for a wide audience. 


Amendments to the act[edit] 


e Regulations amended the act in 2009 and 2010, making Ofcom the co-regulator 
for video on demand in the UK, along with ATVOD and the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

e The Digital Economy Act 2010 amended the Communications Act 2003, giving 
Ofcom the responsibility of enforcing regulations concerning Internet copyright 
breaches. 

e The Postal Services Act 2011 allowed Ofcom to take over regulatory responsibility 
for the Royal Mail from the Postal Services Commission. 

e The Audiovisual Media Services Regulations 2014 amended the Communications Act 
2003 to set out statutory and legal obligations for media distributors of on-demand 
content. The regulations define the content that can legally be distributed under 
an R18 certificate and make it a criminal offence to not adequately restrict access to 
such content to those aged over 18.24 


Notable prosecutions[edit] 


e 2012: Paul Chambers made a joke on Twitter in response to Robin Hood 
Airport cancelling flights. He said that unless the facility resolved the problem within 
a week, he would be "blowing the airport sky high". After an off-duty manager 
discovered the post, Chambers was arrested by anti-terror police. He was found 
guilty, lost his job and was ordered to pay a £385 fine and £600 in costs.“4However, 
after a strong public outcry“# and three appeals,” the case was eventually 
overturned.2% 

e 2014: A Lincolnshire man was charged with being grossly offensive after posting a 
photograph of a policeman on social media, with two phalluses drawn on it. The 
offending picture was passed on to Lincolnshire Police, who arrested the 20-year-old. 
He was ordered to pay £400 in compensation to the officer in question, in addition to 
£85 costs and a £60 victim surcharge.24 

e 2017: R v Mwaikambo where a 43-year-old man posted one video and seven 
pictures of a victim of the Grenfell Towers tragedy to his Facebook account. Notable 


in this case was the rapidity of conviction: the fire occurred on 14 June and the case 
was heard but two days later. Mwaikambo was imprisoned by Ikram J for a total of 
three months. 221231 

2018: Mark Meechan, a YouTube comedian and social commentator, was convicted 
under the Communications Act in 2018. He had made a video demonstrating how he 
had trained his girlfriend's dog to perform a Nazi salute upon hearing the phrase 
"Sieg Heil" and to respond to being asked if he wanted to "gas the Jews". 24l25I261 Even 
though Meechan insisted that he was not actually racist and that it was a joke 
intended to annoy his girlfriend, the court found him guilty of being "grossly 
offensive" on 20 March.24 He was fined £800 at Airdrie Sheriff Court on 23 April 
2018.28 

2018: A Merseyside woman was convicted under the Communications Act for 
posting rap lyrics on Instagram which were deemed 'racist', due to them including 
racially-charged language. Chelsea Russell had used lyrics from a Snap Dogg song 
as a tribute to a boy who died in a road accident. She was sentenced to an eight 
week community order, along with an eight-week curfew. She was also ordered to 
pay costs of £500 and an £85 victim surcharge. 22201 


See also[edit] 


UK public service law 

Telecommunications Act 1997, Australia 
Telecommunications Act (Canada) 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, United States 
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A UK Restricted Service Licence (often called an RSL), is typically granted to radio 
stations and television stations broadcasting within the UK to serve a local community 
or a special event. Licences are granted by the broadcasting authority Ofcom (formerly 
the Radio Authority and the Independent Television Commission, respectively). 


History[edit] 


Main article: History of broadcasting 


In 1972, the Independent Broadcasting Authority was created and given responsibility 
for regulating independent television and radio services in the UK. Over time, the 
demand for local services increased, and finally prompted an Act of Parliament to 
deregulate the respective industries and facilitate new long-term and short-term 
broadcast licences. In 1990, the Broadcasting Act 1990 became law, and led to the 
establishment of two licensing authorities: the Radio Authority to license new radio 
services and monitor existing licences, and the Independent Television Commission, to 
license new short-term television services. While the 1990 act proved successful, 
licensing procedures to this day remain restrictive compared to those in other countries. 


In 2004, the Radio Authority and ITC were folded into the Office of Communications. 
Today Ofcom handles all licensing for frequencies used by television and radio services. 
Until May 2015 short-range broadcasts and wireless links, and other programme makers 
frequencies were licensed by JFMG (Joint Frequency Management Group), owned by 
Arqiva. In May 2015 Ofcom made the decision to end the contract with Arqiva and to 
insource the existing services. 


Radio[edit] 


Short-term RSLs are typically broadcast on low-power FM (1 W-25 W) or AM (1 W) and 
can generally last a maximum of 28 consecutive days and can only be applied for twice 
in twelve months with four complete months separating the two broadcast periods (and 
only once in twelve months inside Greater London) by the same applicant/group. 


They are generally used for special events, sporting events, religious festivals, student 
radio, hospital radio or to trial a radio project in preparation for an application for a 
permanent licence. Long-term RSLs (typically broadcast on low-power AM, but more 
recently in remote areas on low-power FM as well) are used for radio stations 
broadcasting to closed areas of private land such as university campuses and hospitals. 
They can be compared with the Low-power broadcasting movement in the United 
States. 


A number of stations that ran several RSL broadcasts in the 1990s and early 2000s 
(decade) have since gone on to run full-time community radio stations. The first FM RSL 
was operated by Radio Thamesmead from the 23-24 July 1988. The station later 
obtained a full-time license operating as RTM Radio. 

Radio Stations broadcasting under a Restricted Service 


Licence[edit] 


Some example stations broadcast with RSLs (with more than a single appearance) 


e Worthy FM (Glastonbury Festival) 

e 103 The Eye previously TWCFM awarded the first full-time community radio licence 
in UK 1.11.2005 for Melton Mowbray by OfCom 

e Radio Caroline a former offshore "pirate" radio station now available on satellite and 
Internet Radio 

e Phoenix FM, community radio station in Brentwood which broadcast 12 RSLs before 
being awarded a full-time licence by OfCom 

e Don FM (London Pirate radio station) 

e Blink FM, a youth radio station operating at selected times annually in south 
Buckinghamshire. 

e Takeover Radio (Children's radio service in Leicester) 


e XFM (London) 

e KMFM Maidstone, previously CTR 105.6 and 20/20FM 

e Huntingdon Community Radio (Huntingdon), now awarded a full-time licence 
by OfCom and known as HCRfm 

e Waves FM, previously Waves AM. Broadcasting from Peterhead, in the North East of 
Scotland. 

e GLOSS FM, previously Thornbury FM. Broadcasts to South Gloucestershire, England. 

e Moorlands Radio, Broadcasts now on 103.7fm to the Staffordshire Moorlands. 

e BigglesFM (Biggleswade), now awarded a full-time licence by OfCom 

e Chaine FM, Christmas radio station, broadcasting each December in Larne, Northern 
Ireland. 


Television[edit] 


Co This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
reflect recent events or newly available information. (May 2009) 


RSLs were also issued to television stations and other organisations which wished to 
cover a very small area. These licences (also known as Restricted Television Service 
Licences or RTS licences) restrict power, and hence range, but not operating hours. 
These licences are valid for four years, and must be competed for on renewal. 


The first Local TV station to go on the air in the UK with an analogue RSL licence was 
TV12 on the Isle of Wight. It commenced broadcasting in October 1998 from the main 
ITV/BBC transmitter at Rowridge. TV12's studios were initially at the Medina Centre in 
Newport - later moving to retail premises in the town centre and finally a factory unit on 
the outskirts of the town. Initially a staff of more than 25 made hundreds of hours of 
local programmes - most of which were filmed on location in and around the island. 


Later local TV licences were awarded for stations in Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, Carlisle, 
Coleraine, Derry, Dundee, Edinburgh, Fawley, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Leicester, 
Limavady, Londonderry, Manchester, Northampton, Norwich, Oxford, Portsmouth, 
Reading, Southampton, Swansea, Taunton, Teesside and York. !eatenneeded 


In light of the national switch-over from analogue to digital TV the television regulator, 
Ofcom, extended several analogue Local TV licences until local digital switchover 
became due in each respective area. This process was complete in October 2012. 
Meanwhile, in February 2009 bids were invited for auctions for the first local digital 
multiplex licences to be offered in the UK - the first two of which were awarded shortly 
thereafter. However the awarding of additional licences was halted in favour of a 
network of local broadcasters.[1] 


Channels licensed under RTSS[edit] 


e CQ9TV - Coleraine [2], Derry [3], Limavady [4] - Ceased broadcasting in 2008. 

e MATV - Leicester [5] - Ceased broadcasting on analogue terrestrial television in 
2009. 

e Nvtv - Belfast [6] - Ceased broadcasting on 23 October 2012. Granted a local digital 
TV licence.[7] 

e Six TV Oxford - Oxford [8] - Ceased broadcasting in April 2009. 

e Six TV Portsmouth - Portsmouth [9] - Never launched. 

e Six TV Reading - Reading [10] - Never launched. 


e Six TV Southampton - Fawley [11], Southampton [12] - Ceased broadcasting in April 
2009. 

e TV Norwich - Norwich [13] 

e York@54 - York [14] - Ceased broadcasting in 2011. 


Note that not all of these services may currently be broadcasting. Some of these 
stations also broadcast on other platforms such as cable and satellite. 


Former channels licensed under RTSs[edit] 


e TV Local Bristol - Bristol - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Capital TV - Cardiff [15] - Ceased broadcasting in 2009. 

e Carlisle TV - Carlisle [16] - Trialled but never launched. 

e Channel M - Manchester [17] - Ceased broadcasting on analogue terrestrial 
television on 2 December 2009. Granted a local digital multiplex licence. 

e Channel Six Dundee - Dundee - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Edinburgh Television - Edinburgh - Ceased broadcasting in 2003. 

e Herts TV - Hertford and Ware - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Lanarkshire TV - Lanarkshire [18] - Ceased broadcasting in 2001. 

e Northants TV - Northampton - Ceased broadcasting in 2004. 

e Portsmouth TV - Portsmouth - Ceased broadcasting on 19 March 2004. 

e Solent TV - Isle of Wight [19] - Ceased broadcasting on 24 May 2007. 

e Southampton TV - Southampton - Ceased broadcasting on 19 March 2004. 

e Taunton TV - Taunton and Wellington [20] - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 

e Teesside - Teesside [21] - Never launched. 

e Thistle TV - Lanarkshire - Ceased broadcasting on 17 May 2005. 

e TV12 - Isle of Wight - Ceased broadcasting in 2002. 


Disqualifications[edit] 


The following are automatically disqualified from holding a restricted service licence: 


e county, district or borough councils 

e The Welsh Assembly 

e The BBC 

e advertising agencies 

e anyone with a conviction for pirate broadcasting is barred from applying for five 
years (however, a number of pirate stations have successfully applied for Restricted 
Service Licences) 

e Anyone with an unspent conviction is barred from applying for ten years from date 
of conviction (Murder and life sentences are never spent, as are prison 
sentences over four years) 

e undischarged bankrupts 

e political parties, trade unions, lobby groups and certain religious organisations 

e Anyone barred from being a company director 


See also[edit] 


e Low-power broadcasting - the United States version of legal British stations 
broadcasting with a Restricted Service Licence. 


e Community television in Australia - a similar Australian television concept 
e Community channel - a Canadian equivalent to British RSL and American LPTV 
stations 
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Independent Broadcasting Authority 


IBA 


Screencap of Independent Broadcasting Authority logo 


1982, this variant shown 1984 
Nickname IBA 


Successor Independent Television Commission 


The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) was the regulatory body in 

the United Kingdom for commercial television (ITV and Channel 4 and limited satellite 
television regulation - cable television was the responsibility of the Cable Authority) - 
and commercial and independent radio broadcasts.’ The IBA came into being when the 
Sound Broadcasting Act 1972 gave the Independent Television Authority responsibility 
for organising the new Independent Local Radio (ILR) stations. The Independent 
Television Commission formally replaced the IBA on 1 January 1991 in regulatory terms; 
however, the Authority itself was not officially dissolved until 2003.7! 


The IBA appointed and regulated a number of regional programme TV contractors and 
local radio contractors, and built and operated the network of transmitters distributing 
these programmes through its Engineering Division. It established and part-funded 

a National Broadcasting School to train on-air and engineering staff. 


Approach[edit] 


The IBA's approach to regulation was more robust than that of its successors, and it 
assumed the ultimate role of the broadcaster (whereas today, TV licensees are termed 
"broadcasters in their own right"). The IBA took a very "hands-on" approach and placed 
the interests of the viewer before anything else. For example, if two ITV licensees 
wanted to merge, or another wanted to change its broadcast name, this would require 
approval by the IBA. This direct approach extended to programmes also; the IBA could 
(and did) place limits on how many soap episodes could be shown per week, |t#tioaneeded jf 
they believed programme quality would be compromised. 


As well as setting guidelines on advertising content (some guidelines only, the 
remainder being the responsibility of the ASA), quantity and timings, the IBA also 
operated monitoring systems for the quality of programme content and the technical 
quality of programme play-out. 


On 19 January 1972, the British government announced the lifting of all restrictions and 
limits on the number of broadcasting hours per day that both the BBC and ITV could air. 
Unitl 1972, both the BBC and ITV were limited to how many normal programming hours 
they could air during the course of each day - by 1971 it was limited to 8 hours per day, 
with exemptions for schools, adult educational, religious programming, state occasions 
and outdoor sporting coverage. 


For ITV this meant they could start a proper daytime television schedule, allowing the 
smaller ITV companies to produce and sell programming to the network. The IBA 
ensured that along with the new daytime schedules which launched on Monday 16 
October 1972 that their public service remit programming would continue after the 
restrictions were lifted. Schools programming were now placed in a new 2.5 hour slot 
each weekday from 9.30am along with the continued production of religious 
programming and adult education. 


There were also limits on the value of prizes that could be given away - this dated from 
the broadcast of the UK version of Twenty-One in 1958 in which a contestant won 
enough money to buy both a car and a house.“ In 1960, two years after the scandal in 
America, the Independent Television Authority (predecessor of the IBA) imposed 

a £1,000 cap on the value of prizes; this increased over the years to £6,000 in 1981, 
and was abolished in 1993. British versions of popular American quiz shows had to be 
adjusted - The $64,000 Question having a maximum prize initially of 

64,000 sixpences (£1,600) in the late 1950s, and in the early 1990s of just £6,400. "The 
Six Thousand Four Hundred Pound Question" was only asked every other week, so as 
not to break the regulatory £3,200/week maximum. 


For several years until July 1990, the IBA put out a short weekly programme under the 
title Engineering Announcements, transmitted outside normal programme hours, and 
not otherwise advertised. These provided valuable technical information for members of 
the radio and television trade. 


1980 franchise round[edit] 
Main article: History of ITV § 1982-1992 


Regional programming on ITV was a major concern for the IBA, particularly in the 1980 
franchise round. The IBA was determined each franchise provided the best possible 
local service, so the South of England transmission region was split in two, with the 
successful applicant required to provide separate news services for the South and South 
East, while in the Midlands ATV's commitment to regional output in the Midlands had 
been a long-running issue for the IBA; in 1980, they were allowed to keep their 
franchise, but with several tough conditions. 


Engineering advances[edit] 


The Experimental and Development Department, as part of the IBA's Engineering 
Division, was responsible for much leading edge research into broadcasting technology 
as well as being responsible for the design and manufacture of specialist equipment 
that could not be procured from commercial manufacturers. In particular, the IBA's E&D 
Department developed SABRE (Steerable Adaptable Broadcast Receiving Equipment) 
that enabled mainland broadcast television channels to be received for re-broadcasting 
in the Channel Islands. During the early 1980s, the ESD Department designed and 
manufactured the specialised broadcast receiving and monitoring equipment used to 
build the national broadcast network for Channel Four. Subsequently, E&D's engineers 
proposed a system of analogue television encoding known as MAC (Multiplexed 
Analogue Component) to provide a standard for the forthcoming satellite television 
broadcasts that was more robust than an extension of the existing PAL system used for 
terrestrial broadcasts. E&D's engineers also designed and built some of the first digital 
audio equipment for satellite broadcasting including systems using data packets. E&D's 
engineers made many important contributions to digital television data-rate reduction 
whereby the encoding of a standard analogue PAL colour signal requiring some 130 
Megabits/second has been reduced to less than 4 Megabits/second as used on current 
digital television broadcasting. 


Satellite broadcasting[edit] 


In the late 1980s the IBA was appointed as regulator and transmitter operator for the 
first DBS (Direct Broadcasting by Satellite) service for the UK and awarded the franchise 
to BSB (British Satellite Broadcasting). In advance of this, the rival Sky Television 

plc was able to launch an analogue service and intended to overshadow BSB by leasing 
transponders from Société Européenne des Satellites' RCA Astro-built satellite, Astra 1A. 
After around a year, the company merged with BSB. 


Succession[edit] 


The IBA was disbanded as part of the Broadcasting Act 1990, being replaced on New 
Year's Day 1991 by the Independent Television Commission (ITC) (which also absorbed 
the Cable Authority), and the Radio Authority (RAu), which have since been merged with 
other regulators such as Broadcasting Standards Commission (BSC) and Oftel (Office of 
Telecommunications) to form one regulator, Ofcom. All of the IBA's engineering 
function, except for a limited number of Quality Control engineers, was transferred to a 
newly set-up private company, National Transcommunications Limited (NTL), which 
continued to run the former IBA transmitter masts. These assets are now within the 
portfolio operated by Argiva. In 2008 the IBA's extensive archive was lodged with the 
University of Bournemouth. 


The IBA's Membership of the European Broadcasting Union was passed to United 
Kingdom Independent Broadcasting (UKIB). 


Such was the sense of purpose and camaraderie amongst former employees of the IBA 
that they still meet up near Winchester for an annual reunion in late January, typically 
boasting an attendance of over fifty. '#2ton-2eedea1 


Technical publications and legacy[edit] 


The engineering staff of the IBA contributed many papers to international standards 
groups and conferences over many years. The IBA also operated an Engineering 
Information service in support of the receiver industry and the general public offering 
information and advice about the transmitter networks and reception issues. Its lasting 
legacy is a set of IBA Technical Reviews published over a period of 16 years from 1972 
to 1988. The complete set of these Reviews as well as some other documents and 
records is available for free download. 


The reviews were primarily written by the technical staff of the IBA but some articles 
were written by others from the Independent Television companies and by external 
specialists. The first volume was published in September 1972 when the Engineering 
Division was located in Brompton Road, London prior to its move to Crawley Court near 
Winchester in 1973. Other members of the Division manned the transmitting stations 
and maintenance bases spread across the UK. The series ended with the 24th volume 
published in November 1988. One reason for the termination of the publications was the 
abolition of the IBA in 1990 and the subsequent privatisation of the Engineering 
activities as National Transcommunications Limited [NTL]; the government white paper 
proposing this was published in the autumn of 1988. 


These Reviews are valuable in recording the activities of the various Departments of the 
Division during a period of considerable change in broadcasting. IBA staff members 
were active not only in designing, building and operating transmitter networks they also 
made significant contributions to new digital broadcasting standards and their 
implementation. The laboratories of the IBA were in the forefront of the development of 
digital television technology, as can be seen in some of the reviews but, after the 
abolition of the IBA, NTL continued to contribute significantly to the development and 
implementation of the successor technology that underlies modern Freeview 
transmissions. 


Copyright in these documents originally vested in the IBA. On its abolition, its assets 
were distributed between the Independent Television Commission [ITC] and NTL, each 
of which has subsequently been absorbed by other bodies. The ITC was absorbed by 
OfCom and the original NTL has evolved into an independent company, Arqiva. The 
copyright is now vested in OfCom. 


Volum 
e 


Title Publication Date 


1 Measurement and Control September 1972 


2 Technical Reference Book Edition 1: September 1972. Edition 2: July 


1974. Edition 3: May 1977 
Digital Television June 1973 
Television Transmitting Stations | September 1974 


Independent Local Radio September 1974 


Transmitter Operation and April 1976 
Maintenance 

Service Planning and July 1976 
Propagation 


Digital Video Processing - DICE September 1976 
Digital Television Developments | September 1976 


A Broadcasting Engineer's Vade 
Mecum 


Satellites for Broadcasting July 1978 
Techniques for Digital Television | January 1979 


Standards for Television and 
Local Radio Stations 


Latest Developments in Sound June 1981 
Broadcasting 


May 1977 (Reprinted March 1979) 


September 1980 


Microelectronics in Broadcast 
Engineering 


Digital Coding Standards 


Developments in Radio 
Frequency Techniques 


Standards for Satellite 
Broadcasting 


Technical Training in 
Independent Broadcasting 


Developments in Teletext 


Compatible Higher Definition 
Television 


Light and Colour Principles 


Developments in Aerials for 
Broadcasting 


The D-Mac/Packet System for 
Satellite and Cable 


October 1981 


March 1982 


March 1982 
March 1982 
June 1982 


May 1983 


November 1983 
November 1984 


March 1986 
November 1988 


Former IBA headquarters in London, now occupied by Ofcom. 


Notable IBA locations included: 


e Headquarters in 70 Brompton Road, London SW3 
e Engineering Division Headquarters at Crawley Court, near Winchester, Hampshire 
(novated to NTL) 
e the transmission sites now belonging to Argiva 
e the BSB satellite uplink at Chilworth, Hampshire (now a playout/uplink site 
for BSkyB) 
e Engineering Regional Operations Centres at 
1. Beulah Hill, Croydon 
2. Black Hill, near Shotts, Lanarkshire 
3. St. Hilary, near Cardiff 
4. Emley Moor, near Huddersfield 
e Harman Engineering Training Centre, Seaton, Devon 


Notable ex-IBA employees/[edit] 

Notable ex-IBA employees include: John Whitney (Director General 1982-89), Gareth 
Mitchell, Julian Prictoe, Nic Robertson 

IBA organisational evolution[edit] 


Maintenance of ITV, ILR and 


Channel 4 transmitters Succeeded by 


Preceded by 12 July 1972 - 31 December 1990 aLL 
independent 
Television Authority 
Regulation of ITV Succeeded by 
12 July 1972 - 31 December 1990 Independent 
Television Commission 

New creation Regulation of Channel 4 

2 November 1982 - 31 December 

1990 


Regulation of satellite 
television 


1986 - 31 December 1990 


Regulation of Independent 
Local Radio Succeeded by 


Local Radio : : 
12 July 1972 - 31 December 1990 Radio Authority 
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FM sound broadcasting began in the United Kingdom on 2 May 1955 when 

the BBC started an FM broadcasting service the Light Programme, the Third 
Programme and the Home Service to the south east of England. There are now over 40 
BBC and over 250 commercial FM sound broadcasting stations in the United Kingdom." 


BBC[edit] 


The BBC began using FM sound broadcasting in 1955, but at that time AM sound 
broadcasting predominated. The BBC's 'popular music' station known as Radio 1 opened 
on AM in 1967 and left medium wave in 1994, but had been using FM full-time for six 
years previously, part-time before 1988. Currently, all but one of the BBC's analogue 
services, including Radios 1, 2, 3, and 4 and BBC Local Radio are provided on FM, 
although Radio 4 uses medium wave in some areas, long wave for national 
broadcasting; Local Radio broadcasts opt-outs on medium wave. The only analogue 
service not to use FM is Radio 5 Live. BBC policy was to refer to FM as VHF on air until 
30 September 1984 when FM became its official term. 


Commercial broadcasting[edit] 
Main article: Independent Local Radio 


Legal commercial broadcasting began in the United Kingdom in 1973, with the launch 
of LBC, though offshore pirate radio stations operated in the 1960s to 1990s, usually 
from ships anchored off the coast of Britain. 


Early licences were granted to wide-area stations, such as Capital Radio which served 
London and the home counties. Later more local stations were introduced. There is also 
one national commercial radio station, Classic FM. 


Commercial radio stations simulcasted on both FM and medium wave from the 
beginning until 1989-1990, when the IBA asked radio stations to end the practice. 
Typically another service, often a Gold format, was introduced on AM and the original 
service continued on FM. 


Frequency utilisation[edit] 


From 1955 the band 88.0 - 94.6 MHz was used (allotted and assigned) for three BBC 
national networks. Over the next 40 years, the band grew piecemeal to 87.5 - 
108.0 MHz, allowing for five national networks and many local stations. 


Until 1995, parts of the band had been used in the United Kingdom for mobile 
service by police, fire brigades and the fuel and power industries. These parts 
were reassigned to broadcasting service gradually over many years as the 
communications services were transferred to new equipment in other parts of the 
spectrum. 


The current frequency allotment plan is based on an ITU agreement made in Geneva in 
1984.21 The table below shows which kind of broadcasting transmitter stations are the 
main users of each part of the band. There are many exceptions. In some areas there is 
some commercial usage of the 'BBC local’ sub bands while in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland the ‘Radio 4' and 'BBC Local’ ranges are used interchangeably. 
Community radio stations and RSLs tend to be fitted into any locally-available position. 


STL SES Main usage 
(MHz) g 
87.5 - 88.0 Restricted Service Licences 
88.0 - 90.2 BBC Radio 2 


90.2 - 92.4 BBC Radio 3 


92.4 - 94.6 BBC Radio 4 


94.6 - 96.1 BBC Local Radio 


96.1 - 97.6 Independent Local Radio 


97.6 - 99.8 BBC Radio 1 


: Independent National 
Sees Radio (currently Classic FM) 


102.0 - 103.5 Independent Local Radio 


103.5 - 104.9 BBC Local Radio 


104.9 - 108.0 Independent Local Radio 


Subcarriers[edit] 
The United Kingdom permits Radio Data System (RDS) subcarriers. 


Future switch off[edit] 


The UK government is planning for a switchover from FM to digital radio once take-up 
and coverage meets certain criteria. Successive governments have admitted that FM 
VHF Band II analogue radio would not cease until the majority use digital, so no actual 
date has ever been agreed. Digital listening figures however consistently include 
satellite, DTT and online streaming, not just DAB. In any case there is a commitment to 
maintain community FM radio. This means that as long as there are significant numbers 
of listeners on FM in the United Kingdom no government is likely to take the politically 
unpopular decision to turn off analogue. Support for the FM switch off in the UK is 

| i m ited : [citation needed) 
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Not to be confused with Radio Academy Hall of Fame or Radio Independents Group 
§ Radio Production Awards. 


Sony Radio Award, presented to Virgin Radio in 1996 


The Radio Academy Awards, started in 1983, were the most prestigious awards in 
the British radio industry.™ For most of their existence, they were run by ZAFER 
Associates, but in latter years were brought under the control of The Radio Academy. 


The awards were generally referred to by the name of their first sponsor, Sony, as The 
Sony Awards, The Sony Radio Awards or variations. In August 2013, Sony 
announced the end of its sponsorship agreement with The Radio Academy after 32 
years. Consequently, the awards were named simply The Radio Academy Awards.” In 
November 2014, it was announced that The Radio Academy would not be holding the 
awards in 2015, and would be looking for other ways to recognise achievement in the 
future.®! 


The awards were relaunched in 2016 as the Audio & Radio Industry Awards (ARIAS).!") 


Awards format[edit] 


The awards were organised into various categories, with nominees being announced a 
few weeks before the main awards ceremony. The categories varied slightly each year, 
and were decided by an annual committee, with the aim to include all the main areas 
from music, news and speech through to radio drama, comedy and sport, and not 
discriminating against station size, or niche categories. 


In most categories, five entries were shortlisted with the top three awarded Bronze, 
Silver and Gold. Some categories (such as the Station of the Year categories) only three 
entries were shortlisted, with only a Gold winner awarded. In a number of special 
categories (such as The Gold Award or Special Award) there was no shortlist, merely a 
winner. 


2014 Gold Award winners/[edit] _ 


Category Programme Title Station 


Breakfast Show of the The Capital Breakfast Show with 


Year (10 million plus) Dave Berry & Lisa Snowdon 25.8 Capital EM 


Breakfast Show of the ee BBC Three Counties 
Year (under 10 million) Radio 
Best Music Programme Jamie Cullum BBC Radio 2 


Best Specialist Music The Beatdown on XFM with XFM London & XFM 
Programme Scroobius Pip Manchester 


agame Fiii 
Programme 


Best Speech Programme The Frank Skinner Show Absolute Radio 
Best Sports Programme The Day We Won Wimbledon BBC Radio 5 live 


Best News & Current 


Affairs Programme BBC Radio 4 


Best Coverage of a Live 
Event 


The Death of Nelson Mandela BBC World Service 


Best Community Slavery on our Streets LBC 97:3 
Programming 

Music Radio Personality of Sam & Amy Gem 106 

the Year 

Music Radio Broadcaster Ze LNE BBC Radio 1 

of the Year 

Speech Radio Personality Danny Baker BBC Radio 5 live 
of the Year 


Speech Radio Broadcaster 
of the Year 


National Radio Journalist 
of the Year 


Local Radio Journalist of 
the Year 


Best Interview of the Year 


Best Use of Branded 
Content 


Best Promotional 
Campaign 


Best Competition 


Best Station Imaging 


Radio Brand of the Year 


Best Music Feature or 
Documentary 


Best News Feature or 
Documentary 


Victoria Derbyshire 


Tom Swarbrick 


BBC Radio Norfolk News Team 


Winfred Robinson interviews Ralph 
Bulger 


The Christian O'Connell Breakfast 
Show with Wickes 


Wimbledon 2013 


The Heart House 


KISS FM (UK) 


The Absolute Radio Network 


Soul Music: Strange Fruit 


Tempted by Teacher 


BBC Radio 5 live 
LBC 97.3 

BBC Radio Norfolk 
Absolute Radio 


BBC World Service 


Heart West 
Midlands 


KISS FM (UK) 


The Absolute Radio 
Network 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 1 


Best Feature of Between the Ears: Mighty Beast BBC Radio 3 
Documentary 

Best Comedy The Secret World BBC Radio 4 
Best Drama The Morpeth Carol BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 
Lincolnshire 


Best Creative Innovation #Lipdublincoln 


Best Technical Innovation | InStream for Absolute Radio Absolute Radio 


Station of the Year (under BBC Tees BBC Tees 
1 million) 


Station of the Year 
(1 million plus) 


UK Station of the Year BBC Radio 2 BBC Radio 2 
The Special Gold Award Tony Blackburn BBC Radio 2 


| The Production and Presentation 
Tine special Award Team for Call Clegg & Ask Boris 


2013 Gold Award winners[edit] 


BBC Radio Ulster BBC Radio Ulster 


Breakfast Show of the Year Today Programme BBC Radio 4 
(10 million plus) 


Breakfast Show of the Year 
(under 10 million) 


Best Music Programme 


Best Entertainment 
Programme 


Best Speech Programme 


Best Sports Programme 


Best News & Current Affairs 
Programme 


Best Coverage of a Live 
Event 


Best Community 
Programming 


Music Radio Personality of 
the Year 


Music Radio Broadcaster of 
the Year 


Speech Radio Broadcaster of 
the Year 


Radio Journalism of the Year 


The Dermot O'Leary Show 


The Danny Baker Show 


Witness 


5 live Olympics with Peter 
Allen and Colin Murray 


BBC Radio 1 Newsbeat 


London 2012: The Olympic 
& Paralympic Games 


Ciaran's Cause 


Christian O'Connell 


Cerys on 6 


Eddie Mair 


John Humphrys 


Gem 106 
BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 5 live 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 5 live 
Real Radio North West 
Absolute Radio 


BBC Radio 6 Music 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 


Best Use of Branded Content 


Best Promotional/Advertising 
Campaign 


Best Competition 


Best Station Imaging 


Best Music Feature or 
Documentary 


Best News Feature or 
Documentary 


Best Feature or 
Documentary 


Best Comedy 


Best Drama 


Best Use of Multiplatform 


Station of the Year (Under 
300,000) 


Station of the Year (300,000 
- 1 million) 


The Christian O'Connell 
Breakfast Show with 
Wickes 


The Gothic Imagination 


Coca-Cola Fan Reporter 


BBC Radio 2 


The Story of Ed Sheeran 


The Bombardment of 
Homs 


Bruising Silence 


Isy Suttie: Pearl and Dave 


The Resistance of Mrs 
Brown 


Radio 1's Review Show 


KL.FM 96.7 


BBC Radio Humberside 


Absolute Radio 


BBC Radio 4 & 4 Extra 
Presentation for BBC 
Radio 4 


talkSPORT 
BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 1 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 1 


KL.FM 96.7 


BBC Radio Humberside 


Station of the Year (1 Million 
plus) 


UK Station of the Year 


UK Radio Brand of the Year 


The Gold Award 


The Special Gold Award 


BBC Radio 5 live 


Classic FM Classic FM 
Steve Lamacq BBC Radio 6 Music 


Metro Radio Metro Radio 


BBC Radio 5 live 


2012 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Breakfast Show of the Year 
(10 million plus) 


Breakfast Show of the Year 
(under 10 million) 


Best Music Programme 


Best Specialist Music 
Programme 


Best Entertainment 
Programme 


Best Speech Programme 


Programme Title 


Kiss 100 


Real Radio North East 


BBC Radio 1 


KISS Breakfast with Rickie, 
Melvin and Charlie 


Real Radio Breakfast with 
Gary and Lisa 


Fearne Cotton 


David Rodigan BBC Radio 2 


Beryl and Betty BBC Radio Humberside 


Stephen Nolan BBC Radio 5 Live 
Best Sports Programme Keys & Gray talkSPORT 


‘on aa 
Programme 
Best Breaking News Coverage me BBC Radio 4 


Best Live Event Coverage The Royal Wedding BBC World Service 


Best Community Programming National Prison Radio 


Science Weekly: Sounds of 
Best Internet Programme the Space Shuttle - An The Guardian 
Acoustic Tribute 


Music Radio Personality of the BBC Radio 2 
Year 
Music Broadcaster of the Year | Jools Holland BBC Radio 2 


Speech Radio Personality of Danny Baker BBC Radio 5 Live 
the Year 


Speech Broadcaster of the 
Year 


News Journalist of the Year Mike Thomson BBC Radio 4 


Eddie Mair interviews Julie 
Nicholson 


Station Programmer of the Andy Roberts KISS 


Victoria Derbyshire BBC Radio 5 Live 


Best Interview BBC Radio 4 


Best Use of Branded Content 


Best Single 
Promo/Commercial 


Best Promotional/Advertising 
Campaign 


Best Competition 


Best Station Imaging 


Best Music 
Feature/Special/Documentary 


Best News 
Feature/Special/Documentary 


Best 
Feature/Special/Documentary 


Best Comedy 


Best Drama 


Best Use of 
Multiplatform/Social Media 


Danny Wallace's Naked 
Breakfast 


Geoff Lloyd's Hometime 
Show - The Complaints 


Wimbledon 2011 


2 Strangers and a Wedding 


BBC Radio 1Xtra 


Feeling Good - The Nina 
Simone Story Part 1 


Child of Ardoyne 


Walking with the Wounded 


Mark Steel's in Town 


Now Playing@6Music 


Absolute Radio 


BBC Radio 2 


106 JACKfm 
Oxfordshire and glide 
FM 107.9 Oxfordshire 


BBC Radio 1Xtra 


BBC Radio 2 
BBC Radio 3 


Smooth Radio 
BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 6 Music 


Station of the Year (Under 
300,000) 


Station of the Year (300,000 - 
1 million) 


Station of the Year (1 Million 
plus) 


UK Station of the Year 


The Gold Award 


KL.FM 96.7 KL.FM 96.7 
107.6 Juice FM 107.6 Juice FM 


Radio City 96.7 Radio City 96.7 


BBC Radio 6 Music BBC Radio 6 Music 


Nicholas Parsons 


2011 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Breakfast Show of the 
Year (10 million plus) 


5 live Breakfast BBC Radio 5 live 


Breakfast Show of the The Graham Mack p f 
Year (under 10 million) Breakfast show BBC Wiltshire 


Best Music Programme 


Best Specialist Music 
Programme 


aao Ie hye BBC Radio 2 
Drivetime 
Jazz on 3 BBC Radio 3 


Best Entertainment The Frank Skinner 
Programme Show 


Best Speech Programme | The Infinite Monkey BBC Radio 4 


Absolute Radio 


Cage 


Best Sports Programme Fighting Talk BBC Radio 5 live 


Best News & Current 


Affairs Programme Victoria Derbyshire BBC Radio 5 live 


Best Breaking News 5 live Drive: Birth Of 
Coverage The Coalition 


BBC Radio 5 live 


The Ryder Cup on 5 


$ BBC Radio 5 live 
live 


Best Live Event Coverage 


Best Community Warning: May 


Programming Contain Nuts BBC Radio Berkshire 


Best Internet Programme | Answer Me This! Answer Me This! 


Music Radio Personality of Absolute Radio, Absolute Classic 
Ronnie Wood 

the Year Rock 

Music Broadcaster of the BBC Radio 1 

Year 

e K oe every ar BBC Radio 5 live, BBC London 94.9 

of the Year 

Speech Broadcaster of Jeremy Vine BBC Radio 2 

the Year 

a Journalist of the Matthew Price BBC Radio 4 


Best On-Air Contributor Annabel Port Absolute Radio 


Jeremy Vine 
Best Interview interviews Gordon BBC Radio 2 
Brown 
Alex Masterley on 
ego eet Teel Classic FM with Classic FM 
Content 
Towry 
3 Capital's 
a a e T, Summertime Ball 95.8 Capital FM 
Mash-up 
Best The FIFA World Cup 
Promotional/Advertising 2010, South Africa on | talkSPORT 
Campaign talkSPORT 


Best Competition Beat The Star Heart West Midlands 


Best Station Imaging Kiss 100 Kiss 100 
Best Music Special The John Bonham BBC 6 Music 
Story 
Best News Special Se OSES Ti Real Radio 
Final Hours 
Heel, Toe, Step 
Best Feature Together BBC Radio 4 
J y l 
Best Comedy The Jason Byrne BBC Radio 2 
Show 


Best Drama Every Child Matters BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 1, BBC 6 Music, BBC 
Asian Network, BBC Radio 1Xtra, 
BBC Radio 3, BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Radio 2 


Best Use of Multiplatform | BBC Introducing 


Station of the Year (Under | Central FM (103.1 


300,000) FM) Central FM (103.1 FM) 


Station of the Year 


(300,000 - 1 million) BBC Radio Derby BBC Radio Derby 


Station of the Year (1 105.4 Real Radio 
Million plus) North West 


UK Station of the Year talkSPORT talkSPORT 


Station Programmer of Moz Dee talkSPORT 
the Year 
The Special Gold Award Annie Nightingale BBC Radio 1 


2010 Gold Award winners[edit] 


105.4 Real Radio North West 


Category Programme Title 


Breakfast Show of the Year 
(10 million plus) 


Breakfast Show of the Year 
(under 10 million) 


Best Music Programme 


Best Specialist Music 
Programme 


Best Entertainment Programme 


Best Speech Programme 


Best Sports Programme 


Best News & Current Affairs 
Programme 


Best Breaking News Coverage 


Best Live Event Coverage 


Best Community Programming 


Best Internet Programme 


BBC Radio 4 


Dixie & Gayle, The Real 


Breaka t Show Real Radio Yorkshire 


BBC Radio 2 


ie 
95.8 Capital FM 


BBC Asian Network 


Dermot O'Leary Show 


The Capital Breakfast Show 


Nihal on BBC Asian 
Network 


Sportsound BBC Radio Scotland 
pracy 


BBC Radio Ulster 


Alzheimer's Tragedy 


Absolute Blur Absolute Radio 


The New Ballads of Reading 


BBC Radio Berkshire 
Gaol 


Hackney Podcast hackneypodcast.co.uk 


Music Radio Personality of the Scott Mills BBC Radio 1 
Year 
Music Broadcaster of the Year BBC Radio 1 


Speech Radio Personality of the BBC Radio 
Frances Finn ; 

Year Nottingham 

Speech Broadcaster of the Year | Sir David Attenborough BBC Radio 4 

News Journalist of the Year Lyse Doucet BBC World Service 

Best Specialist Contributor Mark Kermode BBC Radio 5 live 


Best Interview ee ey Hine St tens BBC Radio 4 
Sharon Shoesmith 


Station Programmer of the Year Radio City 96.7 
Best Use of Branded Content NME Radio for Skins Radio | NME Radio 
Best Single Promo/Commercial talkSPORT 


Best Promotional/Advertising Real Radio Noth Eas 
Campaign 


Best Competition Who's Calling Christian’ Absolute Radio 


Oxfordshire's 106 


Best Station Imaging Oxfordshire's 106 JACK fm JACK fm 


Best Music Special Elvis By Bono BBC Radio 4 
Best News Special AO Ie E BBC Radio 4 
Chechnya 


BEE FeAUTE Archive on 4: Working for BBC Radio 4 
Margaret 
Best Comedy Adam and Joe BBC 6 Music 


Bee Drama People Snogging in Public BBC Radio 3 
Places 


Moray Firth Radio 
(MFR) 


Station of the Year (up to 


300,000) Moray Firth Radio (MFR) 


Station of the Year (300,000 - 1 
million) 


Station of the Year (1 Million Kiss 100 Kiss 100 
plus) 
Digital Station of the Year Planet Rock Planet Rock 


UK Station of the Year BBC Radio 5 live BBC Radio 5 live 


The Special Award BFBS Radio 


BBC Radio Derby BBC Radio Derby 


2009 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Gold award 


Special award 


Local and regional 
lifetime 
achievement 


Music broadcaster 
of the year 


News journalist of 
the year 


Speech 
broadcaster of the 
year 


Music radio 
personality of the 
year 


Speech radio 
personality of the 
year 


Sony DAB rising 
star 


Station of the year: 


Winners 


Neil Fox 


Paul Brown 


Colin Slater 


Mark Radcliffe 


Gavin Lee 


Nick Ferrari 


Chris Evans 


Vanessa Feltz 


Singing Henry (aka Henry Evans) 


BBC Radio 3 


Station/ 
Organisation 


BBC Radio Nottingham 


BBC Radio 2 (Smooth 


Operations) 


BBC Radio 5 Live (BBC 


News) 


EBC 373 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC London 94.9 


Kerrang! Radio 


BBC Radio 3 


Refs 


718 


718 


718 


718 


718 


718 


718 


718 


UK 


Station of the year: 


(7118) 
1 million plus Kerrang 105.2 Kerrang 105.2 

Station of the year: BBC Hereford & ‘vied 
300.000 “1 million SS eee eee Worcester 

Station of the year: Beacon Radio a 


Beacon Radio (Shropshire) 


under 300,000 (Shropshire) 


Station of the year: 


ae Fun Kids Fun Kids 
digital 
Breakfast show 5 Live Breakfast, presented BBC Radio 5 Live ee 
by Nicky Campbell and Shelagh 
Fogarty 
Breaking news coverage of The Rangers Riot in | BBC Radio Manchester | 7 
Manchester 
Comedy Count Arthur Strong's Radio BBC Radio 4 (Komedia | 7 
Show Entertainment and 
Smooth Operations) 
Community A Sound Fix (Spots) Electric Radio Brixton | '™® 
(Prison Radio 
Association) 
Competition Facebuck$ Galaxy (Manchester, es 
Birmingham, Yorkshire 
& North East) 
Drama Mr Larkin's Awkward Day BBC Radio 4 (BBC a 


Radio Drama) 


Entertainment 


Feature 


Internet 
programme 


Interview 


Listener 
participation 


Live event 
coverage 


Multiplatform radio 


Music programme 


Music 
programming 


Music special 


Chris Evans Drivetime 


Between The Ears: Staring At 
The Wall, presented by Alan 
Dein 


The Budgerigar and the Prisoner 


Taking A Stand, Fergal 
Keane interviews Lana 
Vandenberghe! 


Electric Radio Brixton: Daily 
Show 


Absolute Coldplay“ 


coverage of Wimbledon 


Words and Music, a themed 
sequence of music, poetry and 
prose 


Classic FM 


Vaughan Williams: Valiant for 
Truth, portrait of the composer, 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 3 (BBC 
Radio Documentaries) 


Clifton Diocese 


BBC Radio 4 (BBC 
Radio Current Affairs) 


Electric Radio Brixton 
(Prison Radio 
Association and 
Electric Radio Brixton) 


Absolute Radio 
(Absolute Radio and 
TBI Media) 


BBC Radio 5 Live (BBC 
Radio 5 Live 
interactive) 


BBC Radio 3 (BBC 
Radio Arts/BBC Radio 
3) 


Classic FM 


BBC Radio 3 


718 


7)[8)[12 


7)[8 


718 


718 


718 


718 


718 


7)[8)[15 


presented by Stephen Johnson 


News and current The World Today BBC World Service ran 
affairs (BBC World Service 
News and Current 
Affairs) 
News special The Investigation: Never Too Old | BBC Radio Scotland ae 
To Care (Stark Production) 
Promo Kiss The Planet - What Will You Kiss Network (Kiss rea: 
Do? Imaging Team) 
Specialist music David Rodigan Kiss Network (Kiss aay 
programme Specialist Production 
Team) 
Speech Simon Mayo and Mark Kermode | BBC Radio 5 Live (BBC | 
News) 
Sports 5 Live Olympic Breakfast BBC Radio 5 Live (BBC | 7 
News Programmes and 
BBC Sport) 
Station imaging 1Xtra BBC 1 Xtra as 
Themed Family Life BBC Hereford & ue 
programming Worcester 


1. ^ Brown had worked in forces and commercial radio from 1970 to 1984. He then worked 
for the Independent Broadcasting Authority, and also various commercial radio 
organisations, including the RadioCentre as chairman, which he left at the end of 2008. 

2. ^ Vandenberghe, while working at the Independent Police Complaints Commission, 
leaked documents to the press concerning the shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes.” 

3. ^ Radio diary by Christian O'Connell as he travelled with Coldplay, ending with the 
complete concert from Munich from their Viva la Vida Tour.“ 


2008 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 26th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 12 May 2008.22 The BBC World Service won 
four awards, including Journalist of the Year for Owen Bennett-Jones.“4 Guests 

included Edwyn Collins, Joan Collins, Boris Johnson, Al Murray, and Will Young who all 
presented awards. “#28 


Station/ 


Category Winners Organisation Refs 
special Gold award | Brian Matthew BBC Radio 2 ce 
Special award Jenny Abramsky BBC Audio and Music | & 
Local and regional | Eamonn Mallie, for reporting The | Downtown Radio = eas 
lifetime Troubles in Northern Ireland 
achievement 
Music radio Jonathan Ross BBC Radio 2 (BBC Se 
personality of the Radio 2 and Off the 
year Kerb) 
Music broadcaster | Andi Durrant Galaxy at 
of the year Network (Distorted 
Productions and 
Galaxy Network 
Programming) 
News journalist of | Owen Bennett-Jones BBC World Service eens 
the year (BBC World Service 
News Programmes) 
Speech Simon Mayo BBC Radio 5 Live (BBC | "=" 
broadcaster of the News Programmes) 
year 


Station Mary Kalemkerian# BBC7 aes 


programmer of the 
year 
Rising star George Lamb BBC 6 Music 


{191[20] 
Th ofthe year | BBC Radio 4 BBC Radio 4 
Station of the year: | Key 103 Key 103 (Manchester) | 9 
1 million plus 
Station of the year: | GWR Bristol GWR Bristol ae 
300,000 - 1 million 
Station of the year: | Planet Rock Planet Rock ae 
digital 

ilk FM 


P 
Station of the year: | Si Silk FM {1911201 
under 300,000 
Breakfast show The Chris Moyles Show BBC Radio 1 
Breaking news coverage of the Omagh fire BBC Radio Ulster (BBC | "9 
tragedy™ Radio Current Affairs) 


Comedy Down The Line (series 2, episode | BBC Radio 4 (Down ee 
2) The Line Productions) 
Competition Sell Me The Answer Key 103 


Drama 


Entertainment 


Feature 


Internet 
programme 


Listener 
participation 


Live event 
coverage 


Multiplatform radio 


Music programme 


Music special 


News and current 
affairs programme 


Q&A 


The Russell Brand Show 


Malcolm McLaren's Life and 
Times in LA: A Radio Movie! 


The Book Slam Podcast 


World Have Your Say 


Gosnold 4004 


The Bangladesh Boat Project 


The Dermot O'Leary Show 


The Feelgood Factor 


Newshour 


BBC Radio 4 
(Goldhawk Essential) 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 2 (Just 
Radio) 


The Book Slam 
Website 

(Karen P 
Productions/Patrick 
Neate) 


BBC World Service 
(BBC World Service 
News & Current 
Affairs) 


BBC Radio Suffolk 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 2 (Murfia 
Productions) 


BBC Radio 2 (Smooth 
Operations) 


BBC World Service 
(BBC World Service 
News & Current 
Affairs) 


191[20 


191[20 


19)[20 


191[20 


191[20 


19][20 


191[20 


19][20 


19][20 


191[20 


News feature Britain's Missing Girls® BBC Asian aaa 
Network (BBC News, 
BBC Investigations 
Unit and BBC 
Birmingham) 


Promo 96.3 Radio Aire's Green Project | Radio Aire (Aire Sanaa 
Creative) 
Specialist music Friday Night Floorfillers with 97.3 Forth One ee 
[18] 
programme Krystle, presented by Krystle 
Weaver 

Speech Saturday Live BBC Radio 4 (BBC ces 
programme General Factual) 


Sports programme All The Tickets Are in the Wrong | Radio City (Radio City | joy 


Hands News & Sport) 
Station imaging Magic 105.4 Magic 105.4 (Magic E 


105.4 Production) 


1. ^ Mary Kalemkerian was a teacher before joining the BBC in 1979. She became head of 
programming at BBC7 in March 2002 before its launch in December. She later oversaw 
the station's rebranding as Radio 4 Extra in 2011 before announcing her retirement from 
the BBC in 2012.2422 

2. ^ A house fire in Omagh where a family of seven died in what at first seemed to be an 
accident. Later, investigations pointed to arson, most likely by the father of the family, a 
convicted sex offender. A later inquiry also highlighted failings in the region's social 
services. 1223 

3. ^ A campaign to raise awareness of environmental issues by encouraging Londoners to 
turn of unused lights for an hour on the longest day of the year.24 

4. ^ 10 part dramatisation of Vikas Swarup's novel Q & A (also adapted for the film Slumdog 
Millionaire). The radio adaptation remained more faithful to the original book than the 
film. It was recorded on location in India and was adapted by Ayeesha Menon and 
produced by John Dryden.25 

5. ^A vivid, music driven, sound picture of Los Angeles. Mclaren visited the city for a 
promotional tour and stayed for four years. Produced by Kate Bland. 2827 

6. ^ Coverage of the celebration of 400th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown, 
Virginia. Suffolk explorer Bartholomew Gosnold was involved in setting up the colony.28 

7. ^A month long journey through the Bangladesh wetlands looking at the effects of 
climate change.“4 


8. ^ Mark Radcliffe and Phil Walmsley on a radio road trip to visit locations associated 
with Dr Feelgood's LP Down by the Jetty from 1975. Produced by John Leonard.) 

9. ^ Investigation of pregnant British asian women who travel to India for gender testing 
and abortions for female foetuses.24 

10. ^ Investigation into how touts obtained hundreds of football tickets for the 2007 
Champions league final between Liverpool FC and AC Milan. The programme also won 
the IRN News Award (Best Sports Coverage) in April 2008.22 


2007 Gold award winners[edit] 
Main article: 25th Sony Radio Academy Awards 


The 25th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini and Terry 
Wogan, was held at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 30 April 2007.22 The Sony 
Broadcasters' Broadcaster Award, a special prize to mark the 25th year of the awards, 
was given to John Peel, who died in 2004.24 The award was received by Sheila 
Ravenscroft, Peel's widow.24 Guests included a selection of actors, singers and 
broadcasters (Natasha Bedingfield, Katie Derham, Fred and Richard Fairbrass (Right 
Said Fred), Sir David Frost, Amanda Holden, Jamelia, Carol Vorderman, Konnie Hug (Blue 


Peter), Melinda Messenger, Dolores O'Riordan, and Richard Park) who all presented 
awards, 2112213311341 


A Station/ 
Category Winners Organisation Refs 
Gold award Paul Gambaccini aaa 
Broadcasters' John Peel a 
broadcaster award 
Lifetime Tony Butler BBC West Midlands | PP 
achievement 
award 
Music broadcaster | Colin Murray BBC Radio 1 areas 
of the year 
Music radio Chris Evans BBC Radio 2 Bama 


personality of the 
year 


News journalist of | John Humphrys (The Today BBC Radio 4 (BBC aaa 
the year Programme) Radio News) 


Speech Eddie Nestor BBC London 94.9 ies 5 
broadcaster of the 
year 


Station Francis Currie Heart Network ae 
programmer of the 

year 

Station of the Classic FM Classic FM ere 
year: UK 

Station of the Radio City 96.7 Radio City 96.7 eae 
year: 1 million plus 


Station of the BBC Radio Derby BBC Radio Derby ae 
year: 300,000 - 1 

million 

Station of the Isle of Wight Radio Isle of Wight Radio mae 
year: up to 

300,000 

Station of the GaydarRadio GaydarRadio ce 
year: digital 

terrestrial 


Breakfast show The Today Programme BBC Radio 4 (BBC E 


Radio News) 


Breaking news coverage of the 2006 London BBC London 94.9 e 
tornado 


Competition 


Drama 


Entertainment 


Interactive 
programme 


Internet 
programme 


Live event 
coverage 


Music programme 


Music special 


News and current 
affairs programme 


1966 And All That 


The Plot, community garden 
project based in Slough 


Who's Calling Christian? 


Lorile 


The Chris Evans Show 


Radio Ballads 2006: The Song of 


Steet! 


Firin' Squad Unsigned Podcast 


The Alan Shearer Testimonial 


The Mark Radcliffe Show 


Malcolm McLaren's Musical Map 
of London 


Five Live Breakfast, presented 
by Nicky Campbell and Shelagh 


BBC Radio 4 (BBC 
Radio 
Entertainment) 


35)[36][37 


35)[36][38 
35)[36 


35)[36 
35)[36 


35)[36][37 
35)[36][41 


BBC Radio Berkshire 


Virgin Radio 


BBC Radio 4 (BBC 
Radio Drama) 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 2 
(Smooth Operations) 


BBC Radio 4 (BBC 
Radio News) 


firinsquad.co.uk 
(Wise Buddah) 


Magic 1152 (Magic 
1152 Sport) 


BBC Radio 2 
(Smooth Operations) 


BBC Radio 2 (Just 
Radio) 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


Fogarty 


News feature Letters from Guantanamo Bay, BBC Radio 4 ee z 
presented by Gavin Esler (Whistledown 
Productions) 


Promo The Ashes BBC Radio 5 Live sacola 
Sports Extra 
(Five Live 


Promotions) 


Specialist music Friction BBC Asian Network | P579 
programme 
Speech The Reunion, series presented BBC Radio 4 oe 
programme by Sue MacGregor which re-unites | (Whistledown 

people involved in historical Productions) 

events 


Sports programme | Sportsweek, presented by Garry BBC Radio 5 Live ae 
Richardson (Front Page Media) 


Station imaging Planet Rock Planet Rock se 


1. ^ Drama portraying the story of Lorilei Guillory who testified against the death penalty 
for her son's killer. Adapted from a stage play of the same name by Thomas Wright, 
which also used Guillory's words.2 

2. ^ Programme looking at the decline of the steel industry in Sheffield with social 
commentary, sound effects, and newly commissioned music. The series was inspired by 
the documentaries made by Ewan MacColl, Peggy Seeger and Charles Parker in 1956. 
Music by John Tams, Kate Rusby, Julie Matthews and Ray Hearne.“ 


2006 Gold Award winners[edit] 
Main article: 24th Sony Radio Academy Awards 


The 24th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 8 May 2006.45! Stephen Nolan became the 
first person to win seven gold Sony awards.” Guests included Andrea Corr, Dame Edna 
Everage, Lenny Henry and Jeff Wayne who all presented awards. “susme 


Category 


special Gold award 


Special award 


Music radio 
personality of the 
year 


Music broadcaster 
of the year 


News journalist of 
the year 


Speech broadcaster 
of the year 


Station programmer 
of the year 


Station of the year: 
UK 


Station of the year 
with: 1 million plus 


Station of the year: 
300,000 - 1 million 


Winners 


Sir Terry Wogan 


The Beethoven Experience, the 
complete works of Beethoven 
with documentaries played over 
six days 


Chris Evans 


Zane Lowe 


Angus Stickler 


Eddie Mair 


Richard Park 


BBC Radio 1 


Kerrang! 105.2 


Pirate FM 


Station/ 
Organisation 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


Magic 105.4 


BBC Radio 1 


Kerrang! 105.2 (West 


Midlands) 


Pirate FM (Cornwall, 
Plymouth & West 
Devon) 


Refs 


47144 


[471144] 
[48] 


47144 


47144 


47}[44 


471[44 


47144 


47}[44 


471144 


47144 


Station of the year: 


under 300,000 


Digital terrestrial 
station of the year 


Breakfast show 
award 


Breaking news 
award 


Comedy award 


Community award 


Competition award 


Drama award 


Entertainment 
award 


Feature award 


Coast 96.3 


Planet Rock 


Nick Ferrari at Breakfast 


coverage of The London 
Bombings (7/7) 


The Ape That Got Lucky 


Hearing Voices, series exploring 
attitudes to mental health 


Xfm's Rock School 


No Background Music! 


Chris Moyles 


A Requiem for St Kilda 


Coast 96.3 (North 
Wales Coast) 


Planet Rock 


LBC 97.3 FM 


GCap Media 
News for Capital 
Radio, XFM and Choic 


e FM 


BBC Radio 
Entertainment for 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Hereford & 
Worcester 


BBC Radio Drama for 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio & Music 
Factual for BBC Radio 
4 


Interactive Scott Mills BBC Radio 1 eens 
programme award 


Live event coverage | coverage of The Boat Race LBC Newsroom & iy 
award (2005) Programming for LBC 


97.3 FM and LBC 
News 1152 AM 


Music programme Mornings with Rick Shaw Kerrang! 105.2 anaes 
award 
Music special award | Lennon: The Wenner Tapes“! Brook Lapping cee 
Productions for BBC 
Radio 4 
News and current 1800 News Bulletin, presented BBC Radio News for eta 


affairs programme by Harriet Cass and Charlotte BBC Radio 4 i 


award Green 


News feature award | Return to Sarajevo BBC World Service ee 
News & Current 
Affairs for BBC World 


Service 
Promo award Kerrang! Christmas Kerrang! 105.2 soia 
Specialist music Zane Lowe BBC Radio 1 mea 
programme award 
Speech programme | The Stephen Nolan Show BBC Radio Ulster Ens 
award 
Sports programme | Fighting Talk, presented Worlds End Television | “7 


award by Christian O'Connell for BBC Radio 5 Live 


Station Imaging Kerrang! 105.2 Kerrang! 105.2 EE 
award 


1. ^ Portrayal of a Vietnam triage nurse, played by Sigourney Weaver, haunted by 
flashbacks. Written by Normi Noel and produced and directed by Gregory Whitehead. 

2. ^ Commemoration of the final evacuation of St Kilda in 1930, written and presented by 
the poet Kenneth Steven, us! 

3. ^ Portrait of John Lennon based on the tapes of Jann Wenner's interview with Lennon 
for Rolling Stone magazine in New York in 1970.53 

4. ^ The first part of series of three examining the effects of the Bosnian war. Ten years 
after the war ended with the Dayton Agreement, war correspondent Allan Little returned 
with producer Peter Burdin to interview again those who had shared their experiences 
during the Siege of Sarajevo, ==ises71 


2005 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 23rd Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 9 May 2005.5%s%s1 The BBC won 22 awards 
including 5 awards for BBC Radio 1. Guests included Alice Cooper, the tennis 

player Annabel Croft, TV presenter Kirsty Gallacher, BBC Radio 4's Sue 


MacGregor, Ulrika Jonsson, Heather McCartney and Shakin Stevens who all presented 
awards. 216 


- Station/ 

Category Winner Organisation Refs 
Gold award Steve Wright leaieal 
2004 award UK Radio Aid ae 
Speech 
broadcaster of Jeremy Vine BBC Radio 2 ESI 
the year 
Music 
broadcaster of Zane Lowe BBC Radio 1 AGE 
the year 
News journalist of e : : 

Eddie Mair BBC Radio 4 aises 


the year 


DJ of the year Danny Baker BBC London 94.9 = 


Station 

programmer of Richard Maddock Radio City 96.7 leanes] 
the year 

ee ana onne BBC Radio 2 BBC Radio 2 


Station of the 

year: 1 million Radio City 96.7 Radio City 96.7 dees 
plus 

Station of the ; 

year: 300,000 - 1 | BBC Three Counties Radio a SE 
million 


Station of the 
year: under BBC Radio Foyle BBC Radio Foyle Tearen 
300,000 


Digital terrestrial 

station of the Capital Disney Capital Disney Ea 
year 

Breakfast show of | Christian O'Connell's Breakfast ia 
the year Show E 

Daily music show | Drivetime with Lucio Kerrang! 105.2 ae 
of the year 


News programme | Vote Friction, an investigation into | Unique the = eae 
of the year the BNP | Production Co. for 
| BBC Radio 1 


Weekly music 
show of the year 


Comedy award 


Community 
award 


Competition 
award 


Drama award 


Entertainment 
award 


Event award 


Feature award 


Information 
award 


Interactive radio 
award 


‘Music Special’ 
award 


The Selector 


Complete and Utter History of the 
Mona Lisa, performed by 
the National Theatre of Brent 


The Stephen Nolan Show 


Christian O'Connell's Rock School 


Laughter in the Dark, an 
adaptation of Nabokov's novel 
dramatised by Craig Higginson 


Christian O'Connell's Breakfast 
Show 


The Drive Show: D-Day 
Anniversary 


Missing The Message, 
documentary about AIDS and 
young people 


Unhappy Hour 


Three Counties Breakfast 


Teenage Dreams So Hard To Beat, 
documentary about John 


FCUK FM 


Above the Title for 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Ulster 


Xfm 


BBC Radio 3 


Xfm 


BBC Radio Kent 


Unique the 
Production Co. for 
BBC Radio 1 


Viking FM and Magic 


1161 


BBC Three Counties 


Radio 


BBC Radio 1 


63][64 


63][64][65 


63][64 


63][64 


63][64][67 


63][64 


63][64 


63][64][65 
66 


63][64 


63][64 


63][64][68 


Peel presented by Jarvis Cocker 


News output coverage of the Beslan Siege BBC World Service poe 
award 
News story award | coverage of the Asian Tsunami, BBC Radio 5 Live es 


presented by Christian Fraser, 
Ross Hawkins, Shelagh 
Fogarty and Lesley Ashmall 


Promo award A77 Guardian Angel Campaign West Sound, West pe 
FM and 
SouthWest Sound 
FM 

anon form Blind Man's Beauty BBC Radio 4 Paea 


feature award 


Specialist music 


Zane Lowe BBC Radio 1 dai 

award 

Speech award Beyond Belief: Islam and Women BBC Radio 4 Teaia 
City Till | Die, documentary 

Sports award on York City F.C. by journalist Colin | BBC Radio York ee 
Hazelden 

Station sound Kiss 100 Kiss 100 [631164] 


award 


2004 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 22nd Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 12 May 2004." Commercial radio won a 
number of the top awards but BBC Radio 4 retained the UK Station of the Year award. 
™ Guests included Sir Elton John, Penny Lancaster, and Amy Winehouse who all 
presented awards. 


Category Station/Organisation 


Gold award Johnnie Walker 


Speech 

broadcaster of the | lan Robertson BBC Radio Sport for BBC 
Radio 5 Live 

year 

Music broadcaster : , : 

of the year David Rodigan Kiss 100 


3 l BBC Radio News: The 
a K g Hugh Sykes World at One 
y and PM for BBC Radio 4 


DJ of the year Christian O'Connell TE 
Sal ohn Simons, group 
John Simons, ; 
programmer of the programme director GMG Radio 
year 
T oMthE year SBC Radio 4 BBC Radio 4 
Station of the year: 
1 million plus Heart 106.2 Heart 106.2 


Station of the year: 
300,000 - 1 million 


Station of the year: | BBC Radio Foyle BBC Radio Foyle 


BBC Radio Suffolk BBC Radio Suffolk 


under 300,000 


Station of the year: 
digital terrestrial 


Breakfast show of 
the year 


Daily music show 
of the year 


Weekly music show 
of the year 


News programme 
of the year 


Promotional 
campaign of the 
year 


Comedy award 


Community award 


Competition award 


Drama award 


PrimeTime Radio 


IK & Joel @ Breakfast 


Lunchtime with Ace and 
Invisible 


lonathan Ross 


Crossing Continents: India 


I'm Sorry | Haven't a 
Christmas Carol 


No Buts, a quit smoking 
campaign, hosted by Chris 
Ashley 


Live With Matt and H 


The Loneliest Road, written 
and directed by Gregory 
Whitehead 


PrimeTime Radio 


1Xtra for the BBC 


Off The Kerb 
Productions/BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio Current Affairs 
for BBC Radio 4 


BBC Broadcast for BBC 
Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio Entertainment 
for BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Shropshire 


GWR FM Wiltshire 


BBC Radio Drama for BBC 
Radio 3 


Entertainment 
award 


Event award 


Feature award 


Information award 


Interaction award 


‘Music Special’ 
award 


News output award 


News story award 


Short form feature 
award 


Specialist music 
award 


Speech award 


Sports award 


lono and Harriet at Breakfast 


The State Visit of President 
Bush 


The Archive Hour: Lance 
Corporal Baronowski's 
Vietnam 


Life Matters 


The Stephen Nolan Show 


For One Night Only: Bob 
Marley Live at the Lyceum, 
presented by Paul 
Gambaccini 


Drive, presented by Peter 


Allen and Jane Garvey 


Jeremy Bowen: The Capture 
of Saddam Hussein 


Stuck in the Middle 


Andy Kershaw, Festival in the 
Desert 


The Stephen Nolan Show 


The Real Alex Ferguson, 


Heart 106.2 


BBC Radio Cleveland 


Loftus Productions for BBC 
Radio 4 


Forth One 


City Beat 


BBC Radio & Music/Factual 
for Radio 4 


BBC Radio News for BBC 
Radio 5 Live 


Ten Alps/BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio & Music Factual 
for BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 3 


City Beat 


Unique the Production Co. 


[72] 


(72) 


[72] 


[72] 


[72] 


72][75 


72][76 


[72] 


[72] 


[72] 


[72] 


72\(77 


Station sound 
award 


presented by Clive Anderson 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


2003 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 21st Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 


at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 8 May 2003.91 BBC Radio 4 won six 


for BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


[72] 


awards including UK Station of the Year.% Guests included Grace Jones, Sam Fox, Tony 


Blackburn, and Meatloaf who all presented awards. '!31 


Category 


Gold award 


2002 award 


Speech 
broadcaster award 


Music broadcaster 
award 


News broadcaster 
award 


Station of the year: 


UK 


Station of the year: 


1 million plus 


Station of the year: 


Winners 


John Humphrys 


Jonathan Ross 


Stephen Nolan 


Paul Gambaccini 


Mark Murphy 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Ulster 


Pirate FM 


Station/Organisation 


Belfast City Beat 


Howlett Media/Unique 


The Production Co. 
for BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio Suffolk 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Ulster 


Pirate FM (Cornwall) 


Refs 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


Station of the year: FM103 Horizon (Milton 
under 300,000 EM103 Horizon Keynes) 

Station of the year: 

digital terrestrial Saga Radio Saga Radio (London) 


Breakfast music Christian O'Connell's Breakfast 
award Show 


Comedy award Just a Minute BBC Radio 4 


Community award | Altogether Now BBC Radio Leeds 


XFM (London) 


Competition award | Caravan of Doom 102.7 Hereward FM 


Off the Kerb 


Stems The Jonathan Ross Show Productions/BBC Radio 
2 


award 


coverage of the 
Event award 2002 Cheltenham Festival, BBC Radio 5 Live 
anchored by John Inverdale 
: All Out Productions 
The Troubles With Drugs for BBC Radio 1 


Interaction award The Stephen Nolan Show Belfast City Beat 


Music 
programming 
award: daily 
sequences 


Music 

programming 
award: single 
programmes 


‘Music Special’ 
award 


News coverage 
award 


News output award 


News programme 
award 


Short form award 


Specialist music 
award 


Speech award 


Sports award 


Late Junction 


Dominic Mohan: The Who 
Special 


Axles, Engines, Music and 
Motown 


Today Programme: Ethiopian 
Famine 


Andy Whittaker's Breakfast 
Show 


File on 4; Cot Deaths 


On Saying Goodbye 


Bobby Friction & Nihal Presents 


Stark Talk: Joe Simpson 


Football Finance: The Bankrupt 
Game 


BBC Radio 3 


Virgin Radio 


BBC Wales Music for 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Derby 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 1 


Stark Productions 


for BBC Radio Scotland 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81][82 


81)[82 


81][82 


Station sound 


award 


2002 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 20th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 2 May 2002.81 BBC Radio 4 won the 
most awards (six).£2 Guests included the singers Jarvis Cocker and Feargal Sharkey, 
actress Janet Suzman, and the girl group Sugababes who all presented awards. 282881 


Gold award 


2001 award 


Speech broadcaster 
award 


News broadcaster 
award 


Music broadcaster 
award 


Station of the year: UK 


Station of the year: 1 
million plus 


Station of the year: 
300,000 - 1 million 


John Peel 


BBC World Service 


Alan Green 


Peter Allen and Jane Garvey 


Big George 


BBC Radio 2 


Radio City 96.7 


BBC Radio Cumbria 


BBC World 
Service 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Three 
Counties Radio 


BBC Radio 2 


Radio City 96.7 
(Liverpool) 


BBC Radio 
Cumbria 


Station of the year: ; FM103 Horizon 
under 300,000 EM103 Horizon (Milton Keynes) 
Seon ai e w Oneword Radio Oneword Radio 
digital terrestrial 

Breakfast music award | Wake Up To Wogan BBC Radio 2 


i nani nel Wells Five Live Breakfast - New York BBC Radio 5 Live 


Comedy award I'm Sorry | Haven't A Clue BBC Radio 4 
Community award Pillars of Faith BBC Radio 1 


96.3 Radio- 
Aire (Leeds) 


A Woman in Waiting BBC Radio 4 


Entertainment award reny T E T Southern FM 
Whitehawk 

Remembrance Sunday 2001 BBC Radio 4 

Roots of Homophobia BBC Radio 4 


Interactive award The Stephen Nolan Show Belfast City Beat 


Competition award Quit From Your Quilt 


Music programming The Pete & Geoff Show, presented van Rado 
award: daily sequences | by Pete Mitchell and Geoff Lloyd airgin Radio 


Music programming 


award: single Andy Kershaw BBC Radio 3 eel 
programmes 
‘Music Special’ award Badly Drawn America BBC Radio 1 EE 


coverage of the Holy Cross Girls 


i [86] 
School dispute BBC Radio Ulster 


News coverage award 


Document - The Day They Made It 


j [86] 
News programme Rain BBC Radio 4 
Short form award Fresh Air Kids BBC Radio 4 [gel 
Specialist music award | Charlie Gillett BBC London 94.9 |% 
Speech award A Caribbean Night, hosted by Andy BBC Radio 3 epics) 

Kershaw and Linton Kwesi Johnson 
Sports award Chiles on Saturday BBC Radio 5 Live | 
Station sound award Kiss 100 o Beren 
(London) 


2001 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 19th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony, hosted by Paul Gambaccini, was held 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London on 30 April 2001.s%ss112 The BBC won gold 
awards in 23 out of 30 categories.'! A new category, Digital Terrestrial Station, (won 
by OneWord Radio) was introduced.” The winner of the lifetime achievement 

award, Chris Tarrant, criticised the commercial sector for suppressing spontaneity in 
radio. 


Station/ Ref 


Category vanner Organisation s 


2000 award Terry Wogan BBC Radio 2 
Special award Derek Cooper OBE BBC Radio 4 


Speech broadcaster Baron vuhite BBC Radio 4 

award 

Music broadcaster Stuart Maconie BBC Radio 2 

award 

News broadcaster EC NSS na 


UK Station of the year BBC Radio 2 
Station of the year: 
500,000 - 12 million | YISH 


Station of the year: up 
to 500,000 


BBC Radio Foyle 
(Londonderry) 


Digital terrestrial ; À 
station of the year OneWord Radio OneWord Radio 


100.7 Heart 
EM (Birmingham) 


BBC Radio Foyle 


Breakfast music award | Daryl Denham in the Morning 


Breakfast news and The Jon Gaunt Breakfast BBC Three Counties 
talk award Show Radio 


Community award Floodwatch 2000 
Competition award Hey Sexy 
Alpha, written by Mike Walker | BBC World Service 


Murf Media for local 
UK stations 


coverage of The Olympics BBC Radio 5 Live 
Thirteen Ways of Looking ata : 
Feature award Bisccbird BBC Radio 3 


: The Stephen BBC Three Counties 
Interactive award Rhodes Consumer Radio 


Programme 


Music programming 
award - daily The Mark Radcliffe Show BBC Radio 1 
sequences 


Music programming 
award - single 
programmes 


Entertainment award Bitz and Pieces CD 


Smash Hits, presented by Emap Big City 
Darren Proctor Network 


Hymnus Paradisi, written 


; , BBC Radio 4 
by Eric Pringle 


'Music Special' award 


The Jon Gaunt Breakfast BBC Three Counties 


News coverage award Show Radio 


News programme On Your Farm, presented by 


award Andrew Thorman 
Short form award Colloquies - Thomas Lynch 


A Beginner's Guide To 
Specialist music award | Reggae, presented by Mark 
Lamarr 


Girl Talk, presented by Heidi 


Speech award Williams 


Wembley Live Obituary Show, 


Sports award presented by Jim White 


Station sound award BBC Radio 2 


2000 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 18th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony was held at the Grosvenor House 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio Wales 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 2 


89][92 


[89] 


89][93 


89][92 


89][92 


[89] 


Hotel in London on 2 May 2000.5! BBC Radio 4 was the most nominated station, with 
24 entries, and received four awards. Guests included the actors Jenny 
Agutter and Christopher Lee, Chris Smith (Secretary of State for Culture), and Dale 


Winton, who all presented awards. le] 


Category Winner Station/Organisation 
Gold award Ralph Bernard Classic FM/GWR 
Lifetime 


i Alan "Fluff" Freeman®! 
achievement award ~~ ~ma «7 


Music broadcaster Wise Buddah for BBC Radio 


Paard Pete Tong 1 


Ref 
s 


[95] 


[95] 


[95] 


News and talk 
broadcaster award 


m eat hikes e Classic FM Classic FM 
(UK) 

Station of the year 

(500,000 - 12 Kiss 100 Kiss 100 
million) 


Station of the year 
(up to 500,000) 


T el tulle Bam Bam Breakfast Kiss 100 
award anaes 


Breakfast news and 
talk award 


Comedy award Talkback Productions for 
; BBC Radio 1 
Competition award | Jono's Australian Experience | Heart 106.2 
Drama award Plum's War, written by The Fiction Factory for BBC 
Michael Butt Radio 4 


Entertainment 
award Jon & Andy 103.2 Power FM 


coverage of The Open golf BBC Sport for BBC Radio 5 
tournament Live 


Out of the Darkness: The Radio 4 Home Current EEI 


Roger Phillips BBC Radio Merseyside 


BBC Radio Foyle BBC Radio Foyle 


The Morning Programme BBC Radio Foyle 


Event award 


Interactive award 


Music presentation 
award: UK 


Music presentation 
award: regional 


‘Music Special’ 
award 


News award 


Public service 
award 


Short form award 


Triumph of Nelson Mandela“ | Affairs for BBC Radio 4 


On The Ball 


Jonathan Ross Show 


Bam Bam Breakfast 


For Your Ears Only, 


presented by Honor 


Blackman 


Late Night Live: Soho Bomb, 
tl presented by Brian Hayes 


BBC Scotland 


BBC Music Entertainment 
and 

Off The Kerb 

Productions for BBC Radio 
2 


Kiss 100 


BBC Music Entertainment 
for BBC Radio 2 


BBC News and Current 
Affairs for BBC Radio 5 Live 


Sunday Surgery, presented 
by Sara Cox and Dr. Mark 


Hamilton 


Out of the Red, presented by 


Sara Cox 


Chemical Beats, presented 


by Danny Dyer 


Woman's Hour inserts 


BBC Music Entertainment 
for BBC Radio 1 


BBC Features & Events for 
BBC Radio 4 


[95] 


[95] 


[95] 


95)[96 


[95] 


95J][97 


195] 


Specialist music Worldwide with Gilles Somethin' Else for BBC 


[95] 


award Peterson Radio 1 
The Evacuation: The True r 
M : 
Speech award Story, presented by Charles aran Wea ERIS Te EEC 
Radio 4 
Wheeler 
Super Sunday, presented 
Sports award by Gideon Coe and Pete BBC GLR Bae) 
Stevens 
pie lofmeoune Classic FM Classic FM a 
award 
1. ^ Freeman, who was struggling with severe arthritis, received a standing ovation and 
was recognised by the Radio Academy for "his tireless dedication to UK radio" .ssissiis91 
2. ^ Drama examining P. G. Wodehouse's wartime broadcasts and their effect on George 
Orwells% 
3. ^ Atribute to Nelson Mandela as he neared the end of his presidency, presented by Allan 
Little. nu 
4. ^ For stations with a potential audience of 500,000 to 12 million listeners. 
5. ^ On 30 April 1999 a nail bomb exploded at the Admiral Duncan pub in Soho.21 
6. 


^ A five part series on the evacuation of civilians from British cities during World War Il. 
[103] 


1999 Gold Award winners[edit] 


The 17th Sony Radio Academy Awards ceremony was held at the Grosvenor House 
Hotel in London on 28 April 1999 and was hosted by Kirsty Young and Paul Gambaccini. 


104)[105 


Station/ Ref 
Category Winner Organisation s 
Gold Award" Zoe Ball BBC Radio 1 T 
Music broadcaster | Mark Lamarr BBC Radio 2 E 


award 


Tele We Tim Hubbard BBC Radio Cornwall 
broadcaster award 


a e 
award 
Station of the year | BBC Radio 2 BBC Radio 2 


Regional station of 
the year Clyde 2 Clyde 2 (Glasgow) 


Local station of the Moray Firth Radio 


Moray Firth Radio"! 
year (Inverness) 


Arts award Landscape of Fear BBC Radio 4 


Breakfast music The Adam Cole Breakfast Show Galaxy 
award 102 (Manchester) 


Breakfast talk/news 
award 


Comedy award Old Harry's Game BBC Radio 4 


Community award | coverage of the Omagh bombing | BBC Radio Ulster 


5 Live Breakfast BBC Radio 5 Live 


Radio City 


Competition award | Live in the Car 96.7 (Liverpool) 


Daytime music 


The Mark Radcliffe Show BBC Radio 1 
award See ae ae = 


Daytime talk/news 
award 


Drama award 


Drivetime music 
award 


Drivetime 
talk/news award 


Evening/late night 
music award 


Evening/late night 
talk/news award 


Event award 


Feature award - 
music 


Feature award - 
speech 


Magazine award 


News award 


Short form award 


Between Ourselves 


BBC Radio 4 


Bleak House BBC Radio 4 


Evening Extra: Agreement Day 


Pete Tong's Essential Selection 


coverage of the enthronement of 
the seventh Bishop of Liverpool! 


We Got The Funk! 


Between The Ears: Out of the 
Blue®! 


Home Truths, hosted by John 
Peel! 


Farming Today 


Home Truths Inserts 


BBC Radio Ulster 


Wise Buddah for BBC 
Radio 1 


Up All Night BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio Merseyside 


BBC Radio 1 
BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


Special interest 


j Shake, Rattle and Roll 
music award 


Metro Sport: Two Wembley 


Sports award Finals 


Station branding 


Classic FM 
award 


Weekend music 


Alan Mann's Afters 
award 


Weekend talk/news 


Home Truths 
award 


BBC Radio 2 


Metro FM (Newcastle) 


Classic FM 


Classic FM 


BBC Radio 4 


^ The Gold Award was presented by Marianne Faithfull.“ 


OY UTE O ere 


the talk/news broadcaster category.2%5 


106 


106 


105 


^ This was the fourth year in a row that Moray Firth had won the local station award.2° 
^ The Rt Rev James Jones was enthroned on 7 November 1998.24 

^ A two part exploration of funk, presented by Ice-T.28 

^ An experimental radiophonic feature exploring the impact of redundancy.2™! 
^ As well as the three gold awards for Home Truths Peel also received a silver award in 


7. ^ In 1998 Middlesbrough played Chelsea in the Football League Cup Final and Newcastle 


United played Arsenal in the FA Cup Final. 


8. ^ A day after winning the award Mann's slots on Classic FM (weekday nights and 


Sundays) were reduced to one Wednesday night slot of one hour.2 


1998 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category Winner 


Gold award Chris Evans 


Piers Plowright 
Special award 


Roger Bennett 


Station/Organisation 


Virgin Radio 


BBC 


BBC 


TII 


112 


112 


Category seme Station/Organisation 
Alex Dickson Radio Clyde 

Broadcaster of the Anna Raeburn Talk Radio 

year (talk/news) Foes eee a (are 


Station of the year 


(primarily to UK) BBC Radio 5 Live BBC Radio 5 Live 


Station of the year 
(1 - 12 million BBC Radio WM BBC Radio WM 
listeners) 


Station of the year 
(up to 1 million Moray Firth Radio Moray Firth Radio 
listeners) 


Arts award Beat rar Just Radio for BBC Radio 3 
Living: Fallingwater 


Breakfast award Morning Glory, presented 


(music) by Steve Jackson Kiss 100 London 


Breakfast award 
(talk) 


Comedy award Blue Jam (programme 4) BBC Radio 1 = 


Breakfast Programme BBC Radio 5 Live 


: Breast Cancer Awareness ; 
Community award Compilation BBC Radio Ulster 


Competition award Mobile Phone Olympics Heart 106.2 
Daytime award : ; 

Mark Radcliffe Show BBC Radio 1 
(music) 


Daytime award 


The Nicky Campbell Show BBC Radio 5 Live 
(talk/news) 


The Trick Is To Keep 
Breathing 


ae: as John Dunn Show BBC Radio 2 


Drivetime award Drivetime with Tim 
(talk) Hubbard 


Evening/late night =| Eichard Allinson Show BBC Radio 2 
award (music) 


Drama award BBC Radio Scotland 


BBC Radio Cornwall 


Evening/late night 
award (talk) 


Up All Night BBC Radio 5 Live 


Event award coverage of the Funeral of | BBC 
Diana, The Princess of (Network, Regional and Lo 
Wales cal) Radio, and BBC World 


Category 


Feature award 
(music) 


Feature award 
(talk/news) 


Magazine award 


News award 


Short form award 


Special interest 
music award 


Sports award 


Station branding 
award 


Weekend award 
(music) 


Weekend award 
(talk/news) 


Winner 


The Club that Scott Built 


The Coroner 


Top of the Pops Radio Show 


coverage of the Death of 


the Princess of Wales 


GRF Christmas Story 


Songs of the Sufi Mystics 


Wimbledon and The British 


Lions Test 


5 Live station branding 


Parkinson's Sunday 
Supplement 


Ed Doolan Show 


Station/Organisation 


Service 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 4 and BBC 
Radio 5 Live 


Clyde 1 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio WM 


Ref 


aaz 


112 


k hied 


112 


112 


112 


112 


112 


112 


1997 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Station/ 


Category Organisation 


Gold Award Jimmy Young OBE 


Outstanding 
contribution to radio 
Michael Green 


Radio Academy Award | Quentin Howard 


Broadcaster of the 


year: UK John Inverdale BBC Radio 5 Live 


ee eerie BBC Radio Wales 
nc mrt ta 
cayman í BBC Radio 5 Live 


Programme controller i 
of the year Steve Martin The Pulse FM 


Cateaor Station/ 
| gory Organisation 


Best dramatic Kelly Hunter for Transit of BBC Radio 3 

performance Venus a 

Society of ; : ; 

Authors award: best Five Kinds of silence, written BBC Radio 4 
Tae by Shelagh Stephenson 

original drama 

sea eS Vel Classic FM Classic FM 


Station of the year: 
regional/metropolitan 


BBC Radio Wales BBC Radio Wales 


Station of the year: 
local 


Moray Firth Radio Moray Firth Radio 


Arts 
programme/program Private View 
ming 


Best personality Malcolm Boyden's Morning BBC Radio WM 
based programme Show eae ae 
PURSE ICES SUSANNE The Heart 106.2 Morning Crew | Heart 106.2 
based 

Breakfart mnow: Stuart Linnell Breakfast Show BBC Radio WM 
speech based 


Pier Productions/BBC 
Radio 3 


Station/ 
Organisation 


Comedy Goodness Gracious Me BBC Radio 4 
Coverage of an event | Live from Tanglewood BBC Radio 3 


sequence Pras “ou 
sequence programme 

Documentary feature BBC Radio 3 
Drama award The Voluptuous Tango BBC Radio 3 


Local involvement Moray Firth Radio Moray Firth Radio 


Category 


Magazine programme | Papertalk BBC Radio 5 Live 
News and current Asia Gold: Lights the Way for BBC Radio 4 
affairs programme Vietnam and Eclipses the West? 

News presentation World Service News BBC World Service 
On ae pranding ot The Virgin Radio ID Package Virgin Radio 
station image 

Onan PE Who Do You Do? Virgin Radio 
contest/competition 

Prone intopicai Talkback BBC Radio Ulster 
debate 


Category 


Response to a news 
event 


Service to the 
community 


Short 
information/entertain 
ment feature 


Specialist music 
programme 


Sports 
programme/program 
ming 


Themed music 
programme 


Themed music 
programme 


Winner 


Drumcree 


Dunblane 


The Afternoon Shift (with Laurie 
Taylor) 


Between the Ears: Beethoven's 
Fifth 


Kickin' 


The Friday Night Rock Show 
with Alan ‘Fluff' Freeman 


You've Got to Hide your Love 
Away 


1996 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Gold Award 


Broadcaster of the 


Winner 


Richard Baker 


Chris Evans 


Station/ 
Organisation 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC Radio Scotland 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 1 


Virgin Radio 


BBC GLR 


Station/ 


Organisation 


Classic FM 


Ginger Air 


113 


113 


113 


114 


113 


Refs 


115)[116 
117 


116)[117 


Broadcaster of the 
year: local/regional 


Radio journalist of 
the year 


Sports broadcaster 
of the year 


Music presenter of 
the year 


Best dramatic 
performance 


Interview of the year 


Station of the year: 
UK 


Station of the year: 
regional/metropolita 
n 


Station of the year: 
local 


Radio Academy 
Award 


Society of 


no 
Jonathan Pearce caso 
Janet McTeer for A Dolls House 


I9 


Campbell Assoc./BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 5 Live BBC Radio 5 Live maea 


Moray Firth Radio Moray Firth Radio 


In the Psychiatrists Chair: Ffyona | Michael Ember a 


The Henry Wood Promenade BBC 
Concerts = 


Lee Hall for / Luv U Jimmy Spud | BBC Radio 4 P 


1118] 
[116] 
[219][117] 
[420][116] 
[116] 
[116] 
[1151116] 
[117] 
[117] 
[116] 
[116] 


Authors award: best 
radio writer 


Creativity/innovation 
in radio Poetic Theorems 
programming 


BBC Radio 
Scotland 


Arts programme 
speech or music 


Breakfast show: EE : 
: Russ n Jono Virgin Radio el 
music based 


Green and Pleasant Land BBC Radio 2 


Breakfast show: Europe Today BBC World Service 
speech based 


Daytime music 
sequence Sounds of the Sixties BBC Radio 2 
programme 


Documentary War and Peace BBC Radio 2 ee 
programme/features 
Drama production Albion Tower BBC Radio 3 


Educational The Square on the Pythagoras | BBC Radio 4 a 
programme 


[116] 
Event coverage Ryder Cup coverage BBC Radio 5 Live 
[116] 


HEE As Offspring BBC Radio 4 = 
programme 


Inverdale Nationwide BBC Radio 5 Live 


affairs programme 


News 
presentation/output 


On-air 
contest/competition 


Phone-in/debate 


Response to a news 
event 


Service to the 
community 


Specialist music 
programme 


Sports programme 


Themed music 
programme 


Use of 
comedy/comedy 
programme 


The Breakfast Programme 


Apollo 13 


Any Questions? Hong Kong, 
presented by Jonathan Dimbleby 


Dallyn on Saturday 


Affairs of the Heart 


Kershaw in South Africa 


Ryder Cup coverage 


Fairest Isle 


People Like Us 


1995 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Winner 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


Virgin Radio 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 4 


Station/ 
Organisation 


116 


121 


115)[116 


116 


116 


115)[116 


116 


116 


116 


Ref 


Alistair Cooke for Letter from 
America 


Gold award 


Sony special award Peter Baldwin CBE Radio Authority 


ooo pate 

year 

Local/regional 

broadcaster of the Liz Green BBC Radio Leeds 
year 


Reporter of the year John Waite for Face the Facts BBC Radio 4 
UK station of the year | BBC Radio 2 BBC Radio 2 


ER eini ens Capital FM Capital FM 


Local station of the BEC Radia Gloucestershire BBC Radio 
year SS ee Gloucestershire 


Jenny Abramsky for the launch 
of BBC Radio 5 Live 


Radio Academy award BBC Radio 5 Live 


Dramatic performance | Christine Lahti for Three Hotels BBC World Service 


Dramatic performance | Bernard Hepton for Elgar's Third BBC Radio 3 
Creative writing Ronan Bennett for Fire and Rain BBC Radio 4 


Society of Elgar's Third by David Pownall BBC Radio 3 


Authors award for 
original drama 
Arts or music feature | Leonard Cohen: Tower of Song BBC Radio 1 


Sarah Kennedy's Early Show BBC Radio 2 
Breakfast show: music 
based 

Chris Tarrant Breakfast Show Capital FM 


Breakfast show: ; 


City FM/Radio City 
Gold 


Documentary feature 
or series 


CSA Making Daddy Pay 


Drama production BBC World Service 
Magazine programme | Out This Week BBC Radio 5 Live 


News and current 
affairs programme 


Eye on Wales BBC Radio Wales 


Popular music : BBC Radio 
programme It Was Thirty Years Ago Today Humberside 


Popular music 


F Collins and Maconie's Hit Parade BBC Radio 1 
programming ae 


Response to a news 
event 


Service to the Man Matters BBC Radio 2 a 


The Magazine: IRA Ceasefire BBC Radio 5 Live 


community 


Short form feature or 


documentary or series mos Ap BBC Radio Wales 122 
Specialist music Music of Madagascar BBC Radio 3 122 
Sports award Coverage of Tour de France Southern FM 

a nae e-in) TalkBack: Bullying BBC GMR 122 
ie I'm Sorry | Haven't A Clue BBC Radio 4 122 


comedy/comedy show 


1994 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category Winner Station/Organisation | Refs 


Outstanding i , [125][126] 
contribution to radio Kenny Everett Capital Gold a 
over the years 


Wendy Seager for The 


Best actress e Claes BBC Radio 4 
Richard Griffiths for The 

Best actor Love Song of Alfred J BBC Radio 3 E 
Hitchcock 

National broadcaster of Aen kell Classic FM oes 


the year 


Local broadcaster of 
the year 


News reporter of the 
Year 


Sports reporter of the 
year 


Newcomer of the year 


National station of the 
year 


Metropolitan station of 
the year 


Local station of the 
year 


Sony special award 


Outstanding service to 
the radio industry 


Outstanding service to 
the community 


Stephen Le Fevre and Liz 
Green 


Fergal Keane BBC Radio 4 
John Inverdale BBC Radio 5 


BBC Radio Leeds 


John Rawling BBC Radio 5 
Simon Munnery BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio Scotland BBC Radio Scotland 


128)[126 
Clyde 2 Clyde 2 
Spire FM Spire FM 


BBC Radio Ulster and Ea eee (12511126) 
Downtown Radio! ACN ANON EAE 227] 


Johnny Beerling 


John Tydeman 


Shout it Out BBC Radio Devon 


Outstanding special 
event 


Outstanding sports 
broadcast 


Society of 
Authors award: best 
dramatisation 


Society of Authors 
award: best original 
script 


Radio Academy Award 


Arts programme or 
music feature 


Music programming 
award 


Best breakfast show: 
contemporary music 


Best breakfast show: 
non-contemporary 
music 


Best breakfast show: 
speech based 


U2 and 1FM BBC Radio 1 
Sport on Five BBC Radio 5 


The Night of the Hunter | BBC Radio 4 


Homeward Bound BBC World Service 


The BBC RDS 
Development Team 


r g 129][126 
Hot in the City Forth FM 
Ironic Maidens BBC Radio 2 
Les Ross in the Morning | BRMB 


Wake Up To Wogan BBC Radio 2 


Eddie Mair Live BBC Radio Scotland 


Best documentary 
feature 


Best drama production 


Best magazine/special 
interest programme 


Best news and current 
affairs programme 


Best news and current 
affairs sequence 


Best phone-in 


Best popular music 
programme 


Best response to a 
news event 


Best specialist music 
programme 


Best use of 
comedy/comedy show 


Jack's Last Tape 


The Big Holy One 


East, Going West - 1. 
Fundamentally Wrong 


The Way It Is 


Kelly on the Radio™ 


By Hart 


Today - The Moscow 
White House Siege 


EuroMix 


A Look Back at the 
Nineties 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 4 


Capital Radio 


Downtown Radio 


BBC Radio 2 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 5 


BBC Radio 4 


125 


125 


125 


125 


126)[127 


126)[127 


125 


125 


125 


125 


1. ^ The award was for the two stations' coverage of life in Northern Ireland over the past 


18 years.224 


2. ^ The station broadcast a special edition of the show in the wake of the Shankill Road 
bombing and Greysteel massacre." 


1993 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category Station/Organisation rets 
Sony Gold Award Humphrey Lyttelton oo e 


Miriam 

Best actress Margolyes for The BBC Radio 4 mesi 
Queen and f* 
Keith 

Best actor Clifford for Randle's BBC Radio 4 1233] 
Scandals 


yer aeons Ag is 


Forol proadrastar Ore David Dunseith BBC Radio Ulster a 
year 
News reporter of the year Malcolm Brabant BBC Radio 4 =- 


Sports reporter of the year Jonathan Agnew PEC REOLER Radio 3 and BBC 
Radio 5 


. a : 131][133 
National station of the year | Classic FM Classic FM e 


133 
133 
133 


Metropolitan station of the 
year 


Local station of the year 


Outstanding service to the 
community 


Outstanding special event 


Outstanding sports 
broadcast 


Radio Academy creative 
award 


Society of Authors award: 
best 
dramatisation/adaptation 


Best arts programme or 
feature 


Best breakfast show: 
contemporary music 


Best breakfast show: non- 
contemporary music 


Best breakfast show: 
speech based 


Clyde 2 


Fox FM 


Year of Action 


Coca Cola National 
Music Day“ 


Barcelona Olympics 


David Hatch 


Weir of Hermiston 


Larks Ascending 


Tony 
Blackburn Breakfast 
Show 


Nick Bailey 


Mike Carlton's 
Morning Report 


Clyde 2 


Fox FM 


BBC Radio Nottingham 


MCM networking for 
Independent Radio 


BBC Radio 5 


BBC Radio 
Scotland and Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


Capital Gold 


Classic FM 


LBC Newstalk 


131)[133 
136 


131)[133 


136 


133 


133)[136 


131)[133 


133 


133 


133 


133)[136 


133)[136 


133 


Best documentary feature 


Best drama production 


Best magazine/special 
interest programme 


Best music programming 


Best news and current 
affairs programme 


Best news and current 
affairs sequence 


Best original script 


Best phone-in 


Best popular music 
programme 


Best response to a news 
event 


Best specialist music 
programme 


Soundtrack: Jason 
and the Thunderbirds 


The Master and 
Margarita 


Punters 


Friel's Fancy (folk, 
blues and jazz) 


File on Four: Feltham 
Remand Centre 


Good Morning Ulster 


A Matter of Sex, 
written by Nick 
Stafford 


Hayes Over Britain 


Unsung Heroes! 


Ayodhya/Asian 
Newshour 


Scotland's Music 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC World Service and 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 2 


Unique 
Broadcasting/BBC 


Radio 1 


BBC Radio Leicester 


BBC Radio Scotland 


131)[133 


133 


133 


133)[136 


131)[133 


131)[133 


133)[137 


131)[133 


131)[133 
136 


133 


133 


Best use of comedy/comedy | Knowing Me, Knowing BBC Radio 4 


show You 


1. ^ The award was for Glenny's coverage of the collapse of communism and the following 
wars in the former country of Yugoslavia."22 


2. ^ Sue Townsend's novel The Queen and Iwas abridged by Elizabeth Proud and read by 
Margolyes on Book at Bedtime.™™! 

3. ^ A play by Trevor Hoyle about Lancashire comedian Frank Randle."25! 

4. ^ MOM linked 41 independent local radio stations with several venues for the event. 

5. ^ Six part series celebrating songwriters who write for others.“ 


1992 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Station/ 
Organisation 


Radio Academy Sir Richard Attenborough 
Award 


Gold Award Sir James Savile 


Harriet Walter for Medea BBC Radio 3 
Best actress 

Felicity Kendal for /n the Native BBC Radio 4 

State aaa aia 


tom Courtenay Flowers Tor , 
Best actor Tom Courtenay for Flowers for BBC Radio 4 
Algernon 


Personality of the 
year 


Danny Baker 


Local personality of Peer Adamneon BBC Radio 
the year Humberside 


Station/ 


Category Organisation 


DJ of the year 


Smash Hits local DJ 
of the year Pat Sharp Capital FM 
Reporter of the year | Allan Little BBC Radio 4 


Commentator of the 
year 


New broadcaster of Richard Gales BBC Radio 5 
the year 


Archie MacPherson Clyde 1 and Clyde 2 


Ses 
Society of l 
a a A 2s BBC Radio 4 


aay of Authors Tom Stoppard for /n the Native BBC Radio 3 
writer's award State 
Special Award God Save the Queen (comedy) Invicta FM 


Special Sony Award BBC World Service BBC World Service 


Social action award BBC Radio 4 
Best breakfast show: | Mark Page Breakfast Show 


Category 


music based 


Best breakfast show: 
speech based 


Best comedy/light 
entertainment 
programme 


Best feature 
documentary 


Best magazine 
programme 


Best music based 
show 


Best news and 
current affairs 


Best phone-in 


Best short form 
feature 


Best specialist music 
show 


Best outside 


Winner 


Today: The Gulf War Day One 


Perforated Ulster 


Acting Up 


Landmark 


In Preparation 


John Tanner and Rachel Maclean 


The Jeremy Dry Mid-Morning 
Show 


Friday Lives: Dr. Frank Ryding 


Out on Blue Six 


Twin Cities Weekend 


Station/ 
Organisation 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio Wales 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio Oxford 


BBC Hereford & 
Worcester 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 3 


Ref 


139 


139 


139 


139 


139 


139 


139 


Category 


broadcast event 


Other daily 
sequence: music 
based 


Other daily 
sequence: speech 
based 


Specialist speech 
programme 


Sports award 


Station/ 


Winner Organisation 

John Kelly Show BBC Radio Ulster 
Outlook - Hostage Special BBC World Service 
On The Edge BBC Radio Ulster 

The Golden Game Capital Gold 1548 AM 


1991 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Outstanding contribution to 


radio over the years! 


Outstanding service to the 


community 


Best actress 


Winner Station/ 
Company 

Charlie Gillett BBC and Capital 
Radio 

On The Street BBC Radio Stoke 


Mary Wimbush for The 


Mystery of Edwin l 
Drood and The Horse's BBC World Service 


Mouth 


138 


139 


139 


139 


143 


lan Holm for The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood 


Radio personality of the year | James Naughtie 


year 
Smash Hits national DJ# yo BBC Radio 1 


ee oS 
year 


Best actor BBC World Service 


Local station of the year Radio Borders Radio Borders ue 


BBC Light Entertainment 
Department 


Society of Authors award: 

best All The World's A Globe BBC Radio 3 
dramatisation/adaptation 

Society of Authors award: 7 : 
best original script Different States BBC Radio 4 


BBC World Service 
for Africa 


Radio Academy award BBC 


Best breakfast show Network Africa 


A Hallowe'en Tale with BBC Radio 


Best children's programme MiG Scotland 


Best classical music program | no award made 


Best current affairs 


programme Sunday Newsbreak BBC Radio Ulster 


The Fox Report - Margaret 
Thatcher Resigns 


Best documentary feature: THE Teaches BBC Radio 4 
general 

Best documentary feature: Gerontius BBC Radio 4 
music/arts 


Best documentary feature: Stormclouds Over The 
news and current affairs Himalayas 


Best daily news programme 


BBC World Service 


Best documentary feature: Last Night a DJ Saved My 
rock and pop Life 

Best drama production Different States 
Best education programme BBC Radio Sussex 
Best magazine programme 


Best response to a news AIGOAII and cla Rebo BBC World Service 
event for Africa 


Best rock and pop Cousin Matty 
programme 


BBC Radio 


144 


Best sequence programming | Jeff Owen 


Nottingham 
Best specialist music The Capital Rap Show Capialkadio n 
programme 
Best sports programme Sport on Five BBC Radio 5 ae 
Best use of comedy Mary Whitehouse's Best BBC Radio 1 w 


Experiences So Far 


1. ^ The award was presented by Prince Edward and Mark Knopfler, who thanked Gillett for 
helping Dire Straits by playing the music early in their career.222! 


1990 Gold Award winners[edit] 


: Station/ Ref 

Category Winner Organisation s 
Outstanding contribution to ie 
radio over the years Roy Huda 
Outstanding service to the Face The Facts - the BBC Radio 4 wa 
community Series EEE 
Pul ndpa Semice to ine Varying Degrees BBC Radio Ulster me 
community 

Marsha Mason for Visitor 
Best actress from Hollywood Plaza BBC Radio 4 ee 

Suite 
Best actor Timothy West for The BBC Radio 4 re 


Price 


Radio personality of the year | Chris Tarrant Capital Radio 
Herol reelo persane liy us Gerry Anderson BBC Radio Ulster = 


year 


Smash Hits" best national DJ BBC Radio 1 
Smash Hits best local DJ Ally Bally Radio Tay 


145 
[144] 
144 
145 
, : BBC Radio 1, Radio nee 
144 
145 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 


Special award for services to | BBC Radio Drama 


Pelo Acadenny credis My Dog Has Fleas BBC Radio 4 

award 

Best technical achievement BBC Radio 3 

Society of Authors award: ; é A 

best original script The Rime of the Bounty | BBC Radio 4 = 

Society of Authors award: 

best A Tale of Two Cities BBC Radio 4 en 

dramatisation/adaptation 

Best breakfast show Breakfast Live Eie kuicit 1144] 
Worcester 


Local station of the year BBC Radio Foyle BBC Radio Foyle 


BBC 


Best children's programme 


Best classical music 
programme 


Best current affairs 
programme 


Best daily news programme 


Best documentary feature: 
general 


Best documentary feature: 
music and arts 


Best documentary feature: 
news and current affairs 


Best drama production 


Best education programme 


Best magazine programme 


Best outside broadcast 


Best response to a news 


In The News 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 3 


Tasting Notes 


The World Tonight 


| 
(144) 


Never The Same Again 


Dear Miss Pym, Dear Mr 
Larkin 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 


The Indissoluable Union 
- Cotton, Chemicals & 
Corruption - 

The Russians Special 


The Bass Saxophone 


The Health Show 


Country Matters Gloucestershire 


The Radio 1 Around the 
World Challenge 


BBC Radio 1 a 
Radio City 


144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 

45 


Hillsborough 


Today - The Romanian 


event Revolution BBC Radio 4 

Best rock and pop Not Fade Away - A w 
programme Tribute to Buddy Holly BBC Radio 

Best sequence programming | Morning Call Moray Firth Radio™! HE 
Best specialist music ; ! ae 
programme Electric Youth BRMB/Essex Radio 

Best sports programme Copiar COBROS Capital Gold ue 

Show 
Best use of comedy Dick Tarrant Capital Radio a 


1. ^ DJ Simon Bates travelled the world with producer Jonathan Ruffe, and transmitted 57 
live broadcasts over 77 days, using a portable satellite dish and generator.“# 
2. ^ Moray Firth Radio was the UK's smallest commercial radio station at the time.“ 


1989 Gold Award winners([edit] 


: Station/ Ref 
Category Winner Organisation s 
Outstanding contribution to radio Tony Blackburn ma 
over the years 
Outstanding service to the You and Your BBC Radio 4 Ty 
community Benefit ee ee 
Best actress Rare uray Radio Clyde n 


for Elephant Dances 


Best actor Andrews BBC World Service = 


Radio personality of the year 


Local radio personality of the year 


Special award for services to radio 


National DJ of the year 


Local DJ of the year 


Radio reporter of the year 


Local station of the year 


Most creative use of radio 


Society of Authors award for best 
dramatisation/adaptation 


Society of Authors award for best 
original script 


Best breakfast show 


Sue Lawley 


Susie Mathis BBC GMR 
Bruno Brookes BBC Radio 1 


David Jensen Capital Radio 


H| 


abog he 
a 


John Alcock 


BRMB (now called 

Free Radio BRMB 

Birmingham) 

The Dream BBC Radio 1 | 
The Dippers BBC Radio 4 | 
Excess Baggage BBC Radio 4 = 


The Les Ross ted 
Breakfast Show PARNE a 


147 
147 
147 
147 
147 
147 
147 
147 
147 
147 
147 


Best children's 
programme/programming/series 


Best classical music programme 


Best current affairs programme 


Best daily news programme 


Best documentary feature: 
general 


Best documentary feature: 
music/arts 


Best documentary feature: news 
and current affairs 


Best drama production 


Best education 
programme/programming/series 


Best magazine programme 


Best outside broadcast 


Best response to a news event 


Down Our Way 


Meridian: Bartok 
Quartets 


Today 


210 Reports 


Cheltenham, The 
Irish Favourite 


Insect Musicians 


| Want to be Normal 
Again 


Cigarettes and 
Chocolate 


Community Matters: 


The Case 
Conference 


Third Ear 


Give A Child A 
Chance - Live from 
Disney World 


The Lockerbie Air 


BBC Radio Bristol 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 4 
Radio 210 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 3 


Radio Forth 


Best response to a news event 


Best rock/pop programme 


Best sequence programming 


Best specialist music programme 


Best sports programme 


Best technical achievement 


Best use of comedy 


Disaster 


Today of 22.12.88 


The Beeb's Lost 
Beatles Tapes 


Morning Call 


Kershaw in 
Zimbabwe 


Mid Week 


Sportsound 


BBC Radio Show 


Whose Line Is it 
Anyway? 


1988 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Outstanding contribution to 


Winner 


Gerard Mansell 


radio over the years 


Outstanding service to the 
community by a local radio 
station 


Campus Radio on Radio 
Tay 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 1 


Moray Firth Radio 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC. 
Network and Local 
Radio 


BBC Radio 4 


Station/ 
Organisation 


Radio Tay 


147 


147 


147 


147 


147 


147 


147 


147 


147 


Best actress 


Best actor 


Radio personality of the year 


Local radio personality of the 
year 


Special award for services to 
radio 


National DJ of the year 


Local DJ of the year 


Radio reporter of the year 


Sports broadcaster of the 
year 


Technical excellence and 
achievement 


Most creative use of radio 


Best children's programme 


Harriet Walter for Rhyme 


and Reason 


Edward 


Petherbridge for The Wide 


Brimmed Hat 


Alan Freeman 


Barbara Sturgeon 


Thena Heshel In Touch 


Mike Smith 


James Whale 


Lindsay Taylor 


Terence O'Donohue 


Viva Verdi! Act 1 


Mauthausen 
Concentration Camp 


It's Russell Harris 


BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 


Capital Radio 


BBC Radio Kent 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio Wales 


BBC Radio 4 


Moray Firth Radio 


BBC Radio 
Humberside 


Best classical music 
programme 


Best community service 
programme 


Best current affairs 
programme 


Best documentary/feature 
programme 


Best drama production 


Best dramatisation 


Best local radio programme 


Best magazine programme 


Best original script 


Best outside broadcast 


Best pop music programme 


Best popular music 
programme 


Tomticketatom: Bolero 


Roghe Sate (Good Health) 


Morning Merseyside 


Waiting for Mrs Forbes 


News of the World 


Cheap in August 


Oliver's Story 


Medicine Now 


Village Féte 


Mainline - The Operation 


Elvis 10 years After 


The Eric Clapton Story 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Pashto Service 


BBC Radio 
Merseyside 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio Leicester 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
al 
1 
1 
1 


48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 

8 


BBC Radio 
Cleveland 


Best specialist music 
programme 


Best use of comedy 


Before the Blues BBC Radio 3 “e 


Crisp and Even Brightly BBC Radio 4 = 


1. ^ Radio feature written and presented by Ray Gosling, describing the work of Rev 
Kenneth Forrester who tends an ageing and declining Anglican community in Pau in 
south-west France.“ Described by Piers Plowright as "an absolute masterpiece" .42 


1987 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Best actress 


Best actor 


Outstanding contribution to 
radio over the years 


Outstanding service to the 
community by a local radio 
station 


Radio personality of the year 


Local radio personality of the 
year 


Special award for services to 
radio 


A Station/ Ref 
Winner a 7 
Organisation s 

Billie Whitelaw for Vassa BBC Radio 3 na 
Zhelyeznova aa ge 

Ronald Pickup for The : aie 
Awful Insulation of Rage Pet nadig 

The Archers = 
Build a Bungalow Appeal | Radio Aire a 
Derek Jameson a 
Andy Radford Severn Sound = 
Brian Hayes oa 


Local DJ of the year 


National DJ of the year 


Radio reporter of the year 


Radio sport broadcaster of the 


year 


Technical excellence and 
achievement 


Most creative use of radio 


Best children's programming 


Best classical music 
programme 


Best community service 
programming 


Best current affairs 
programme 


Best documentary/feature 
programme 


Best drama production 


David Jensen 


Mike Smith 


Graham Leach 


Derek Rae 


Breakdown 


Breakdown 


The Speaking Clock 


The Immortal Bohemiam 


Community Service 
Volunteers Compilation 


The Aids Plague in East 
Africa 


Hopping Down in Kent 


Mischief 


Capital Radio 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 


BBC Radio Scotland 


Capital Radio 


Capital Radio 


BBC Radio 
Merseyside 


BBC Radio 4 


Suffolk Group Radio 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


Best dramatisation 


Best local radio programme 


Best magazine programme 


Best original script 


Best outside broadcast 


Best pop music programme 


Best popular music 
programme 


Best specialist music 
programme 


Best use of comedy 


Jude The Obscure 


Aberfan - An Unknown 
Spring 


Loose Ends 


The Awful Insulation of 
Rage 


The Mammouth Mail 
Couch Drive 


The Network Chart Show 


World Popular Song 
Festival 


Andy Kershaw 


Huddwinks 


1986 Gold Award winners([edit] 


Category 


Outstanding contribution to 
radio over the years 


Outstanding service to the 
community by a local radio 


Winner 


John Timpson 


Bradford Football 


BBC Radio 4 


Swansea Sound 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 1 


Capital Radio 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 1 


BBC Radio 2 


Station/ 
Organisation 


BBC Radio 4 


Pennine Radio 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


151 


152 


151 


station Disaster 


rae in Winter BBC Radio Scotland 


Best actor Pay i Da aii BBC Radio 3 Ra 
Hallowe'en 

1151] 

1521 


Best actress 


Radio personality of the year Douglas Cameron LBC/IRN =l 


Local radio personality of the Mike Hurley for Bill BBC Radio 
year Bore Humberside 


Radio reporter of the year TT 
Sports broadcaster of the year 
-o ae pemaos = 
Most creative use of radio 
Best children's programming Say No To Strangers? 


Best classical music programme SUA eels ano BBC Radio 4 Ten 
Silence 


152 
152 
151 
152 

Special award for services to Parliamentary 

radio Broadcasting E 
152 
151 
151 
152 
152 
151 
52 


Best community service 
programming 


Best current affairs 
programming 


Best documentary/features 
programme 


Best drama production 


Best dramatisation 


Best local radio programme 


Best magazine programme 


Best original script 


Best outside broadcast 


Best popular music programme 


Best specialist music 
programme 


Best use of comedy 


Clyde Action: Road 
Safety Week 


File on 4 (South Africa 
reform or revolution?) 


Setting Sail 


Hiroshima, The Movie 


Munchausen 


Goodbye Village School 


Norfolk Air Line 


A Kind of Hallowe'en 


Live Aid Concert 


Howard Jones at the 
Manchester Apollo 


Barbed Wireless: The A 


& R Man 


Delve Special 


1985 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Category 


Winner 


Radio Clyde 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Wales 


BBC Radio Norfolk 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 1 


Piccadilly Radio 


BBC Radio Derby 


BBC Radio 4 


Station/ 


151 


152 


152 


152 


152 


152 


152 


152 


152 


151 


152 


152 


Ref 


Outstanding contribution 
to radio over the years 


Best actress 


Best actor 


Radio personality of the 
year 


Local radio personality of 
the year 


Special award for service 
to radio 


National DJ of the year 


Local DJ of the year 


Radio reporter of the year 


Sports broadcaster of the 
year 


Technical excellence and 
achievement 


Organisation 


British Forces Broadcastin BFBS > 
Service 
i 2CCICo_ . 
Glenda Jackson in Scenes BBC Radio 3 
From An Execution 
David March for Mr Norris BBC Radio 4 
Changes Trains 
ee a 


Allan Beswick Red Rose Radio 


Derek Chinnery 
Steve Wright 
Tim (Timbo) Bell adieu, 
David Loyn me een 


Peter Jones BBC Radio -l 
Hubert Gregg " ' A 

Hubert Gregg says "Maybe It's | BBC Radio 2 = 
Because 


[151] 
1153] 
11531 
[153] 
1151] 
11531 
11531 
11511 
151 
153] 
[153] 


Best drama script 


Best children's 
programme 


Best classical music 
programme 


Best community service 
programming 


Best current affairs 
programme 


Best 
documentary/features 
programme 


Best drama production 


Best dramatisation 


Best light entertainment 
programme 


Best local radio 
programme 


Best magazine 
programme 


Best outside broadcast 


Scenes from an Execution, 
written by Howard Barker! 


Gold and Silver 


Deep River 


In Touch 


Analysis - Post Recession 
Britain 


Strathinvar 


Titus Groan and Gormenghast 


Titus Groan and Gormenghast 


In One Ear 


Kinnock & Scargill in Stoke 


Festival City Radio 


The Terry Wogan Olympic 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio Kent 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 
Scotland 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio Stoke 


Radio Forth 


BBC Radio 2 


153 


153 


153 


153 


153 


153 


153 


153 


153 


153 


151 


153 


HOE E Steve Wright in the Afternoon | BBC Radio 1 a 
programme 


Best specialist music 


programme Barbed Wireless BBC Radio Derby 


1984 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Station/ 
Outstanding contribution 
: David Jacobs 
Maureen O'Brien for The 
Best actress Duchess's Diary and A Month | BBC Radio 3 
in the Country 


Clive Merrison for Luther BBC Radio 3 


aun oe ras year Margoa IEAM emas H 
ans personality of Piccadilly Radio 
aR rane ong for services a eae of 


National DJ of the year 


Local DJ of the year 


Reporter of the year 


Sports broadcaster of the 
year 


Society of Authors award 
for best drama script 


Technical excellence and 
achievement 


Best children's 
programme 


Best classical music 
programme 


Best community service 
programme 


Best current affairs 
programme 


Best 
documentary/features 
programme 


Best drama production 


Mike Read 


Timmy Mallett 


Gerald Butt 


Charles Lambert 


Never in My Lifetime, written 
by Shirley Gee 


A Concert from Seoul - live by 
satellite - Duncan MacEwan 


In The News 


Mr Hallé's Band 


Tay Action 


Fat Man at Work 


Road to Rocio, produced by 
Jane Morgan 


BBC Radio 1 


Piccadilly Radio 


BBC Radio News 


BBC Radio 
Merseyside 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 4 


Piccadilly Radio 


Radio Tay 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4 


155 


156 


155 


155 


155 


155 


155 


156 


156 


155 


155 


155 


Best light entertainment Son of liché BBC Radio 4 
programme ae 

Best local radio ee 
programme Love The Bones Radio City 
ooh Magaziiic The Food Programme BBC Radio 4 
programme 


Best outside broadcast 
programme 


pros amme = ay 
programme 


1983 Gold Award winners[edit] 


Water Skiing Lessons Wiltshire Radio 


Station/ 


Category Organisation 


Outstanding 
contribution to radio Frank Muir and Denis Norden 
over the years 


Mary Riggans for Till All the : 
John Nettles for Mirror Image BBC Radio 3 


Female personality of Sue MacGregor 
the year 


Male personality of the 
year 


Local radio personality 
of the year 


National DJ of the year 


Local DJ of the year 


Reporter of the year 


Sports broadcaster of 
the year 


Society of 
Authors award for best 
drama script 


Technical excellence 
and achievement 


Best children's 
programme 


Best classical music 
programme 


Best community service 
programme 


Best current affairs 
programme 


Brian Johnston 


Richard Park Radio Clyde = 
Mike Read BBC Radio 1 
Radio Cit 


Michael Elkins 


BBC News 


Clive Tyldesley 


The Journal of Vassilije 
Bogdanovic, written by Alan 
Plater 


BBC World Service 


Dark Heritage,™ produced by 
Jane Morgan 


Listening Corner 


BBC Radio 4 = 
BBC Radio 3 = 


Piccadilly Radio 


Decade - The 1800's 


Break The Silence 


BBC Radio 4 = 


[158] 
[156] 
158 
156 
158 
[156] 
[158] 
[158] 
[158] 
[158] 
[156] 
[158] 


The World This Weekend 


BBC Radio 4 = 


Best documentary 


attire The Rent Boys Piccadilly Radio 


Over The Hills and Far Away, 


Best drama production | produced by Cherry Cookson BBC Radio 4 

Best light entertainment Radio Active BBC Radio 4 ee 
programme a oes 

Best local radio not anarded 156 
programme 

Permane Woman's Hour BBC Radio 4 ee 
programme 

PeT uci aul Terry Wogan BBC Radio 2 ni 


programme 


1. ^ A play by Catherine Hughes, telling the story of a young girl whose life is changed by 
the tragedies of the Gresford Colliery disaster in 1934 and, many years later, the Aberfan 
disaster in 1966. First broadcast on 29 March 1982.2! The play combines two of Hughes' 
poems about the disasters .2& 

2. ^ A play by Martyn Wade, celebrating the life of the composer Percy Grainger, portrayed 
by David Healy. First broadcast on 27 December 1982.05 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:2 £< The awards for best national and local DJs were voted for by the readers 
of Smash Hits magazine. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Sean Street (30 August 2009). The A to Z of British Radio. Scarecrow Press. 
p. 257. ISBN 978-0-8108-6847-2. Retrieved 25 March 2012. 

2. ^ "Sony pulls out of radio award sponsorship". BBC News. 12 August 2013. Retrieved 16 
May 2014. 

3. ^ "Radio Academy scraps annual awards". BBC News. 7 November 2014. 

4. ^ "My Dad Wrote A Porno podcast up for Radio Academy ARIAS award". East London and 
West Essex Guardian. Archived from the original on 19 October 2018. Retrieved 19 
October 2018. 

5. ^ "ARIAS: Audio & Radio Industry Awards". LeedsBeckett.ac.uk. 2017. Archived from the 
original on 31 August 2017. Retrieved 19 October 2018. 


a 


original on 3 April 2011. Retrieved 18 April 2016. 


^ "The Sony Radio Academy Awards - Categories". 3 April 2011. Archived from the 


Tr A Jump up to:272#<defaghijkimnoparstuvwxyzaa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al The Guardian 2009. 
Ss. = Jump up to:272sdefahiikimnoparstuvwxyz aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak Radijo Today 2009. 
9. ^ Radio Today 2008b. 


10. ^ Press Gazette 2009. 

11. * Radio Academy 2009a. 

12. * Radio Academy 2009b. 

13. ^ BBC Radio 4 2008. 

14. * TBI Media. 

15. * BBC Radio 3 2008. 

16. ^ Jump up to:2 * Media Monkey 2008. 
17. ^ Jump up to:2 £< 4e f McNally 2008. 


21. * Morris 2008. 

22. ^ Radio Today 2012a. 

23. ^ Moulton 2008. 

24. ^ BBC News 2007c. 

25. ^ Damazer 2009. 

26. ^ Reynolds 2007. 

27. ^ Just Radio 2016. 

28. ^ Ipswich Star 2007. 

29. ^ Radio Times 2007. 

30. * ITN 2008. 

31. ^ Jump up to: 2 4 The Times 2007. 
32. * Radio Today 2007. 

33. ^ BBC News 2007a. 

34. * Media Monkey 2007. 

35. ^ Jump up to:z72sdefahiikimnoparstuvwxyzaa ab ac ad ae af aa BRC News 2007b. 


37. ^ Jump up to:?2*42f24/i£! The Guardian 2007a. 
38. * BBC Radio Berkshire 2007. 

39. ^ Radio Times 2006b. 

40. ^ Radio Times 2006a. 

41. ^ Jump up to:? £ Plunkett 2007. 

42. * Knight Ayton. 

43. * Radio Academy 2007. 


45. ^ Jump up to:? * BBC News 2006a. 
46. ^ Jump up to:? * Media Monkey 2006. 
Ay. A Jump up to:z2edefaghijkimnoparstuvwx yz aa ab a ad ae BBC News 2006b. 
48. ^ BBC Press Office 2005. 

49. ^ Radio Today 2006b. 

50. * Radio Times 2005. 

51. * BBC Radio 4 Extra 2017. 

52. ^ Radio Academy 2006c. 

53. ^ BBC Radio 4 2005. 

54. ^ Radio Academy 2006a. 

55. ^ Radio Academy 2006d. 

56. ^ BBC World Service 2005. 

57. ^ BBC News 2005d. 


58. ^ Radio Academy 2006b. 

59. ^ Jump up to:2 £? BBC News 2005c. 

60. * Media Monkey 2005. 

61. ^ Jump up to:? £ Manchester Evening News 2005. 

62. ^ Jump up to:2 * BBC News 2005b. 

63. =o Jump up torzesdefaghiikimnoparstuvwxyz aa ab ac ad ae af ag BBC News 2005a. 
64. ^ Jump up to:z72edefahiikimnoparstuvwxyzaa ab ac ad ae af aa The Guardian 2005. 
65. ^ Jump up to:2 £ £ 4 Radio Academy 2005. 

66. ^ Jump up to:? £ £ Press Gazette 2005. 

67. ^ Meadows 2005. 

68. * BBC Radio 1. 

69. * BBC News 2004a. 

70. ^ Jump up to:2 * Media Monkey 2004. 

71. ^ Burrell 2004. 


72. ^A Jump up to:272#<defaghijkimnoparstuvwxyzaa ab ac ad ae af ag ah The Guardian 2004. 


73. ^ BBC News 2004b. 

74. ^ Radio Academy 2004a. 

75. ^ Radio Academy 2004b. 

76. ^ Radio Academy 2004c. 

77. ^ Radio Times 2003. 

78. ^ Jump up to:? £ £ Heasman 2003. 

79. ^ Jump up to:? * Media Monkey 2003. 

80. * Sherwin 2003. 

81. ~^ Jump up to:272#<defaghijkimnoparstuvwxyzaa ab ac ad The Guardian 2003. 
82. “^ Jump up to:z2edefaghijkimnoparstuvwxyzaa aba ad BBC News 2003a. 
83. ^ Jump up to:? £ £ BBC News 2003b. 

84. ^ BBC Sport 2003. 

85. ^ BBC News 2002a. 

86. ^ Jump up tO: bkcdefghijkimnopqgrstuv wx yz aa ab ac ad ae af BBC News 2001b. 
87. ^ Jump up to:? # O'Carroll 2002. 

88. ^ Jump up to:? £ £ MailOnline 2002. 

89. ^ Jump up to:z2edefaghijkimnopqarstuvwx yz aa ab a ad ae af ag BBC News 2001a. 
90. ^ Jump up to:? £ £ 4 Heasman 2002. 

91. ^ Jump up to:2 £! < 4° Thomas 2001. 

92. ^ Jump up to:? #<4ef44 Radio Now 2001. 

93. ^ Jump up to:2 £ Deans 2001. 

94. ^ Jump up to:2 * BBC News 2000a. 

95. ^ Jump up tO: kcdefghijklmnopagrstuvwxyzaa BBC News 2000b. 

96. ^ Jump up to:? £ £ 4 Milmo 2000. 

97. ^ Jump up to:? ££ 4e Award Winners 2000. 

98. ^ Wells & Gregoriadis 2000. 

99. ^ Heasman 2000. 


100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 


^ Radio Times 1999b. 

^ Radio Times 1999a. 

^ Buncombe et al. 1999. 

^ Radio Times 1999c. 

^ Jump up to:? ££ BBC News 1999a. 


^ Whittam Smith 1988. 
^ Radio Times 1998a. 
^ Radio Times 1998b. 


110. ^ Karpf 1999. 


111 ^ Jump up to:74*42*f24 McGeever 1998. 

112 ^ Jump up to:2*<defahiskimnoparstuvwxyzaa BBC Report and Accounts 1997-98. 

T13: ^ Jump up to:>żsdefahiikimnopgrstuvw xyz aa ab ac BBC Report and Accounts 1996- 
97. 

114 ^ Jump up tOo:7żtsdefahiikim nere McGeever 1997. 

115 ^ Jump up to:? £< 4 efa Goodyer 1996. 

116 ^ Jump up to:>żsdefghiikimnoparstuvwxy BBC Report and Accounts 1995-96. 

117. ^ Jump up to:? #* 42 mediatel newsline 1996. 

118. * Heasman 1996. 

119. * Blackburn Management. 

120. ^ Hume 2017, pp. 1977-8. 

121, ^ Jump up to:? £ Bowie 2014. 

122 ^ Jump up to:2#<defahiikimnoparstuvwx BBC Report and Accounts 1994-95. 

123. ^ Jump up to: £ £ mediatel newsline 1995. 

124. ^ Jump up to:2 #* 4 Heasman 1995. 

125 ^ Jump up to:2*<defahiskimnoparstuvwxyz aa ab a BBC Report and Accounts 1993- 
94 

126 ^ Jump up to:2 #<42f94 mediatel newsline 1994. 

127. ^ Jump up to:2 #<4¢f94//« Sullivan 1994. 

128. ^ The Herald 1994. 

129. ^ City of Edinburgh Music School. 

130: ^ MDS975. 

131 ^ Jump up to:2 #<4e2f94//«! Studio Sound 1993. 

132 ^ Speaker Ideas. 

133. a Jump up {OM 2 6e Shenk mine pele tav w xy zaab ac ad sever ANF NM News 1993. 

134. ^ Radio Times 1993a. 

135: * Radio Times 1993b. 

136 ^ Jump up to:2 #<4ef94/i* McGeever 1993. 

137 * Radio Times 1992. 

138 ^ Jump up to:7>żsdefahiikim neo MCGeever 1992. 

139. ^ Jump up to:>żsedefghiikimnoparstuvwxy BBC Report and Accounts 1991-92. 

140. * Scottish Football Hall of Fame 2017. 

141. * Mitchell, Lister & O'Shea 2009, p. 294]. 

142. ^ Fielder 1991. 

143. ^ Jump up to:? #«42f24 Donovan 1991, p. 250. 


144. ^ Jump up 


145. ^ Jump up to:2 #<42f94/ Donovan 1991, pp. 249-50. 

146. ^ Jump up to:? £< Fielder 1990. 

147. A^ Jump up torz2sdefghijkimnoparstuvyvwxyz aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an Donovan 
1991, p. 249. 

148. ^ Jump up to:2*<4efahiikimnoparstuv BBC Report and Accounts 1987-88. 

149. ^ Radio Times 1987. 

150. ^ Elmes 2009, p. 136. 

151. si Jump up to:>żŁcdefghijkimnopqgrstuv wx yz aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am Donovan 
1991, p. 248. 

152. ^ Jump up to:7>żsdefghiikimnopars BBC Report and Handbook 1987. 

153. ^ Jump up to:7żsdefahiikimnop arst BBC Report and Handbook 1986. 

154. ^ "Schedules from 13 October 1984". Radio Times. Vol. 244 no. 3179. 11 October 


1984. p. 49 - via BBC Genome Project. 
155. ^ Jump up to:7>żsdefghiikimnopa BBC Report and Handbook 1985. 


156. ^ Jump up to:?żt!sdefghiikim nepra Donovan 1991, p. 247. 


157: ^ Hume 2017, pp. 6343-4]. 

158. ^ Jump up to:2 #<4¢2f94/i* BBC Report and Handbook 1984. 
159. ^ Radio Times 1982a. 

160. ^ Wilding 1982. 

161. ^ Radio Times 1982b. 


"Awards Win For Radio Wrinklies". AM/FM (11 ed.). May 1993. Retrieved 19 
January 2018. 


“Prize-winning radio programmes". Annual Report and Handbook 
1984 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1983. p. 20. ISBN 0 563 20262 9. Retrieved 11 
January 2018. 


“Prize-winning radio programmes". Annual Report and Handbook 
1985 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1984. p. 17. ISBN 0 563 20371 4. Retrieved 11 
January 2018. 


“Prize-winning radio programmes". Annual Report and Handbook 
1986 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1985. p. 21. ISBN 0 563 20448 6. Retrieved 12 
January 2018. 


“Prize-winning radio programmes". Annual Report and Handbook 
1987 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1986. p. 21. ISBN 0 563 20542 3. Retrieved 13 
January 2018. 


"Awards". Annual Report and Accounts 1987 - 88 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1988. 
p. 91. ISBN 0 563 20729 9. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Awards". Annual Report and Accounts 1990-91 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1991. 
p. 78. ISBN 9 780563 362906. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Awards". Annual Report and Accounts 1991/92 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1992. 
p. 76. ISBN 9 780563 364887. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


Annual Review 1992/93 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 1993. ISBN 9 780563 369820. 
Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Major Awards in 1993/94". Report and accounts 1993/94 (PDF) (Report). London: 
BBC. 1994. pp. 95-6. ISBN 9 780563 370826. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Major radio awards in 1994/95". Report and Accounts 1994/95 (PDF) (Report). 
London: BBC. 1995. p. 99. ISBN 9 780563 387015. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Major Radio Awards in 1995/96". Report and Accounts 95/96 (PDF) (Report). 
London: BBC. 1996. p. 100. ISBN 9 780563 387718. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Major Radio Awards in 1996/97". Annual Report and Accounts 96/97 (PDF) (Report). 
London: BBC. 1997. p. 100. ISBN 9 780563 383956. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Radio Awards". Annual Report and Accounts 97/98 (PDF) (Report). London: BBC. 
1998. p. 84. ISBN 9 780563 384748. Retrieved 14 January 2018. 


"Zoe crowned queen of radio". BBC. London: BBC News. 28 April 1999. Retrieved 23 
January 2018. 


“Sony Radio Award winners". BBC. London: BBC News. 29 April 1999. Retrieved 22 
January 2018. 


“Ross in line for radio award". BBC. London: BBC News. 2 May 2000. Retrieved 24 
January 2018. 


"Not arf! Awards glory for Fluff". BBC. London: BBC News. 2 May 2000. Retrieved 24 
January 2018. 


"Sony Awards 2001: The winners". BBC. London: BBC News. 30 April 2001. 
Retrieved 26 January 2018. 


“Radio Oscars turn on the glitz". BBC. London: BBC News. 1 May 2001. Retrieved 26 
January 2018. 


“Radio award for ‘unrivalled’ Peel". BBC. London: BBC News. 2 May 2002. 
Retrieved 27 January 2018. 


"Sony Awards 2002: The winners". BBC. London: BBC News. 3 May 2002. 
Retrieved 27 January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Awards 2003: Winners". BBC. London: BBC News. 8 May 2003. 
Retrieved 27 January 2018. 


“Ross scoops radio awards". BBC. London: BBC News. 9 May 2003. Retrieved 27 
January 2018. 


"BBC team wins top award". BBC. London: BBC Sport. 9 May 2003. Retrieved 27 
January 2018. 


"Xfm's O'Connell wins Sony honour", BBC. London: BBC News. 13 May 2004. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"Gold award for Radio Shropshire". BBC. London: BBC News. 13 May 2004. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"Sony award winners: full list". BBC. London: BBC News. 10 May 2005. Retrieved 28 
January 2018. 


"Gold accolade for BBC Radio York". BBC. London: BBC News. 10 May 2005. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"BBC Radio 2 named best UK station". BBC. London: BBC News. 10 May 2005. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"Return to Sarajevo". BBC. London: BBC News. 19 October 2005. Retrieved 30 
January 2018. 


"Radio 1 named station of the year". BBC. London: BBC News. 9 May 2006. 
Retrieved 30 January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Awards: The winners". BBC. London: BBC News. 9 May 2006. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"Classic FM tops Sony Radio Awards". BBC. London: BBC News. 1 May 2007. 
Retrieved 31 January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Awards: The winners". BBC. London: BBC News. 1 May 2007. 
Retrieved 30 January 2018. 


“London lights out for environment". BBC. London: BBC News. 22 June 2007. 
Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


"Biggest ever Beethoven Experience on the BBC". BBC (Press release). London: BBC 
Press Office. 4 May 2005. Retrieved 30 January 2018. 


"Tenage Dreams So Hard To Beat' Documentary". BBC. London: BBC Radio 1. 2004. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"Archive Hour - John Lennon: The Wenner Tapes". BBC. London: BBC Radio 4: Arts 
and Drama. 2005. Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"A Requiem for St Kilda". BBC. London: BBC Radio 4 Extra. 2017 [2005]. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


"The Plot wins Gold". BBC. London: BBC Berkshire. 3 May 2007. Retrieved 30 
January 2018. 


1 


"Return to Sarajevo". BBC. London: BBC World Service. 17 October 2005. 
Retrieved 30 January 2018. 


“Jonathan Pearce". Blackburn Management. London. Retrieved 18 January 2018. 


"Former Students - Lisa Kerr". City of Edinburgh Music School. Edinburgh. 
Retrieved 19 January 2018. 


"Radio gets gold for Gosnold show". Ipswich Star. 13 May 2008. Retrieved 1 
February 2018. 


"Winners Of Irn News Awards 2008 Announced". www.itn.co.uk (Press release). 
London: ITN. 15 April 2008. Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


"Malcolm McLaren's Life and Times in LA: A Radio Movie". London: Just Radio. 2016. 
Retrieved 2 February 2018. 


“Sue MacGregor". www.knightayton.co.uk. London: Knight Ayton Management. 
Retrieved 31 January 2018. 


"Top award for radio DJ John". MailOnline. London: Associated Press. 2002. 
Retrieved 27 January 2018. 


"Radio 2 steals the show at Sony Awards". Manchester Evening News. Manchester. 
30 June 2005. Retrieved 29 January 2018. 


"Les Ross M.B.E." MDS975. Birmingham. Retrieved 19 January 2018. 


“Radio 2 And Neil Fox Awarded At The Sony Radio Awards". Mediatel. London. 27 
April 1995. Retrieved 20 January 2018. 


“Broadcast And Agency Awards". Mediatel. London. 28 April 1994. Retrieved 19 
January 2018. 


"Radio 5 Live Triumphs At Radio Awards". Mediatel. London. 1 May 1996. 
Retrieved 19 January 2018. 


"BBC dominates Sony awards". Press Gazette. London. 10 May 2005. Retrieved 29 
January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2009: Full list of winners". Press Gazette. London. 12 
May 2009. Retrieved 3 February 2018. 


"Sony Radio Awards 2000". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. 
Archived from the original on 24 January 2001. Retrieved 24 January 2018 - 
via Internet Archive. 


“Sony Radio Academy Award winners". www.radio-now.co.uk. London. 6 May 2001. 
Retrieved 26 January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2004 - The Drama Award". www.radioawards.org. 
London: Radio Academy. Archived from the original on 18 May 2006. Retrieved 28 
January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2004 - The 'Music Special' 
Award". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. Archived from the 
original on 18 May 2006. Retrieved 28 January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2004 - The News Output 
Award". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. Archived from the 


original on 16 January 2006. Retrieved 26 January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 
"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2005 Gold Winners". www.radioawards.org. 
London: Radio Academy. Archived from the original on 9 July 2006. Retrieved 29 
January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2006 - The News & Current Affairs Programme 
Award". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. Archived from the 
original on 18 May 2006. Retrieved 30 January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2006 - The Sports Programme 
Award". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. Archived from the 


original on 18 May 2006. Retrieved 30 January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2006 - The Feature Award". www.radioawards.org. 
London: Radio Academy. Archived from the original on 18 May 2006. Retrieved 28 
January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2006 - The News Feature 
Award". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. Archived from the 
original on 18 May 2006. Retrieved 28 January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2006 - The Sports Programme 
Award". www.radioawards.org. London: Radio Academy. Archived from the 
original on 3 July 2007. Retrieved 31 January 2018 - via Internet Archive. 


"The Monday Play". Radio Times. No. 3046. 25 March 1982. p. 39. Retrieved 14 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"The Monday Play", Radio Times. No. 3085. 23 December 1982. p. 43. Retrieved 14 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Waiting for Mrs Forbes". Radio Times. No. 3308. 16 April 1987. p. 87. Retrieved 15 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"A Matter of Sex". Radio Times. No. 3549. 2 January 1992. p. 97. Retrieved 19 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Book at Bedtime: The Queen and I". Radio Times. No. 3627. 8 July 1993. p. 95. 
Retrieved 19 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Randle's Scandals". Radio Times. No. 3647. 25 November 1993. p. 113. 
Retrieved 19 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"We Got the Funk". Radio Times. No. 3857. 8 January 1998. p. 116. Retrieved 23 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Between the Ears". Radio Times. No. 3860. 29 January 1998. p. 112. Retrieved 23 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Out of Darkness: the Triumph of Nelson Mandela". Radio Times. No. 3924. 29 April 
1999. p. 121. Retrieved 24 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Afternoon Play: Plum's War". Radio Times. No. 3933. 1 July 1999. p. 115. 
Retrieved 24 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


“Evacuation: the True Story". Radio Times. No. 3939. 12 August 1999. p. 112. 
Retrieved 24 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"The Real Alex Ferguson". Radio Times. No. 4162. 18 December 2003. p. 211. 
Retrieved 28 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"The Friday Play: No Background Music". Radio Times. No. 4248. 25 August 2005. 
p. 125. Retrieved 29 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Radio Ballads". Radio Times. No. 4273. 23 February 2006. p. 128. Retrieved 31 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"The Friday Play: Lorilei". Radio Times. No. 4292. 6 July 2006. p. 141. Retrieved 31 
January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"The Feelgood Factor". Radio Times. No. 4318. 11 January 2007. p. 118. 
Retrieved 31 January 2018 - via BBC Genome Project. 


"Sony Awards - Winners Announced". Radio Today. May 2006. Retrieved 29 
January 2018. 


"More for Hereford & Worcester". Radio Today. August 2006. Retrieved 29 
January 2018. 


"BBC is toast of Sony Awards". Radio Today. April 2007. Retrieved 31 January 2018. 
“Commercial radio fights back". Radio Today. May 2008. Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


"Paul Brown to leave RadioCentre". Radio Today. November 2008. Retrieved 4 
February 2018. 


“Double Sony Gold for Evans". Radio Today. May 2009. Retrieved 3 February 2018. 


"Radio 4 Extra programming boss retires". Radio Today. May 2008. Retrieved 1 
February 2018. 


"A rewarding day for Scotland". The Herald. Glasgow. 30 April 1994. Retrieved 14 
January 2018. 


"The Radio Stars" (PDF). Studio Sound and Broadcast Engineering. Vol. 35 no. 5. 
Spotlight. May 1993. pp. 7-8. ISSN 0144-5944, Retrieved 18 January 2018. 


"Archie Macpherson", Scottish Football Hall of Fame. 2007. Retrieved 18 
January 2018. 


"Misha Glenny". Speaker Ideas. Retrieved 19 January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2003". The Guardian. 9 May 2003. Retrieved 27 
January 2018. 


"Sony Awards: full list of winners". The Guardian. 10 May 2005. Retrieved 28 
January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards nominations list". The Guardian. 28 March 2007. 
Retrieved 31 January 2018. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2007", The Guardian. 1 May 2007. Retrieved 31 
January 2018. 


"Sony radio award winners [The Sony Radio Academy Awards 2008]",. The Guardian. 
13 May 2008. Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


"Sony Radio Academy Awards 2009: Full list of winners". The Guardian. 12 May 
2009. Retrieved 3 February 2018. 


"DJ Krystle cracks it with gong for Forth 1". The Scotsman. 13 May 2008. Retrieved 1 
February 2018. 


"Chris Evans wins top radio awards". The Times. London. 1 May 2007. Retrieved 31 
January 2018. 


Bowie, Adam (12 March 2014). "A Brief History of Virgin Radio". The Ballad of Adam 
Bowie. section 1995-6. Retrieved 18 January 2018. 


Buncombe, Andrew; Marks, Kathy; Finn, Gary; Watson-Smyth, Kate; Gregoriadis, 
Linus; Thornton, Philio; Hann, Michael (30 April 1999). "Two dead, 81 injured as nail 


bomb blasts gay pub in Soho". The Independent. London. Retrieved 24 
January 2018. 


Burrell, lan (12 May 2004). "Radio 4 bounces back from WMD furore to win station of 
the year". The Independent. London. Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


Damazer, Mark (24 February 2009). "Slumdog - you heard it here first". Radio 4 and 
4 Extra Blog. London: BBC Radio 4. Retrieved 2 February 2018. 


Deans, Jason (1 May 2001). "BBC revels in Sony awards triumph". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 26 January 2018. 


Donovan, Paul (1991). The Radio Companion. 
London: HarperCollins. ISBN 9780246136480. OCLC 611303220. 


Elmes, Simon (2009). And Now on Radio 4: A Celebration of the World's Best Radio 
Station. London: Random House. ISBN 9781407005287. OCLC 124983788. 


Goodyer, Tim (June 1996). "This Year's Sony Radio Awards" (PDF). Studio Sound and 
Broadcast Engineering. Vol. 35 no. 5. Spotlight. p. 6. ISSN 0144-5944, Retrieved 18 
January 2018. 


Fielder, Hugh (11 May 1991). "BBC Dominates Sony Awards" (PDF). Music & Media. 
Vol. 8 no. 19. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. p. 4. Retrieved 21 January 2018. 


Fielder, Hugh (12 May 1990). "BBC Dominates Sony Awards" (PDF). Music & Media. 
Vol. 7 no. 19. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. p. 9. Retrieved 21 January 2018. 


Heasman, Jonathan (6 May 1995). "Radio 2, Capital Score In Sony 
Awards" (PDF). Music & Media. Vol. 12 no. 18. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. 
pp. 2, 28. Retrieved 21 January 2018. 


Heasman, Jonathan (10 August 1996). "Capital Go For Comic Touch" (PDF). Music & 
Media. Vol. 13 no. 32. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. p. 4. Retrieved 21 
January 2018. 


Heasman, Jon (8 May 1999). "Versatile Peel's Sony triumph" (PDF). Music & Media. 
Vol. 16 no. 19. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. pp. 1, 17. Retrieved 22 
January 2018. 


Heasman, Jon (13 May 2000). "Golden night for Kiss at Sony's" (PDF). Music & Media. 
Vol. 17 no. 20. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. pp. 1, 21. Retrieved 24 
January 2018. 


Heasman, Jon (18 May 2002). "Music specialists score at Sonys" (PDF). Music & 
Media. Vol. 20 no. 21. London: VNU Business Media. p. 5. Retrieved 24 January 2018. 


Heasman, Jon (24 May 2003). "BBC Radio 4 takes top Sonys" (PDF). Music & Media. 
Vol. 21 no. 22. London: VNU Business Media. p. 5. Retrieved 27 January 2018. 


Hume, Lucy (2017). People of Today 2017. 
London: Debrett's. ISBN 9781999767037. OCLC 1007310029. 


Karpf, Anne (8 May 1999), "Don't kick a Mann when he's up". The Guardian. London. 
Retrieved 22 January 2018. 


McGeever, Mike (16 May 1992). "BBC Radio Scoops Sony Awards" (PDF). Music & 
Media. Vol. 9 no. 20. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. p. 4. Retrieved 21 
January 2018. 


McGeever, Mike (8 May 1993). "Indie Radio Wins Top Sony Radio Awards, BBC Wins 
Majority" (PDF). Music & Media. Vol. 10 no. 19. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. 
p. 3. Retrieved 21 January 2018. 


McGeever, Mike (24 May 1997). "BBC, Virgin on top at Sony Radio 
Awards" (PDF). Music & Media. Vol. 14 no. 21. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. 
p. 3. Retrieved 21 January 2018. 


McGeever, Mike (23 May 1998). "BBC dominates Sony Awards (again)" (PDF). Music 
& Media. Vol. 15 no. 21. Amsterdam: BPI Communications BV. p. 3. Retrieved 22 
January 2018. 


McNally, Paul (13 May 2008). "BBC World Service scoops four Sony Awards". Press 
Gazette. London. Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


Meadows, Julia (10 May 2005). "Sony Radio Award winners". The Writers' Guild blog. 
Retrieved 29 January 2018. 


Media Monkey (9 May 2003). "Monkey goes to the Sony awards". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


Media Monkey (13 May 2004). "Monkey goes to the Sony awards", The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


Media Monkey (10 May 2005). "Monkey goes to the Sony awards". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 29 January 2018. 


Media Monkey (9 May 2006). "Monkey goes to the Sony awards". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 29 January 2018. 


Media Monkey (1 May 2007). "Monkey goes to the Sony awards". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 31 January 2018. 


Media Monkey (13 May 2008). "Monkey goes to the Sony radio awards". The 
Guardian. London. Retrieved 2 February 2018. 


Milmo, Cahal (2 May 2000). "Lifetime achievement award given to Alan ‘Fluff 
Freeman - alright?". The Independent. London. Retrieved 24 January 2018. 


Mitchell, Caroline; Lister, Brian; O'Shea, Tony (2009). Managing Radio. 
Lulu. ISBN 9781445223124. 


Moulton, Emily (13 November 2008). "Omagh fire tragedy one year on". Belfast 
Telegraph. Belfast. Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


Morris, Sophie (11 May 2008). "My Life in Media: Mary Kalemkerian". The 
Independent. London. Retrieved 1 February 2018. 


O'Carroll, Lisa (3 May 2002). "Peel scoops top prize at radio awards". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 27 January 2018. 


Plunkett, John (1 May 2007). "The Sony radio awards: your verdict". The Guardian. 
London. Retrieved 31 January 2018. 


Reynolds, Gillian (20 February 2007). "Radio Choices by Gillian Reynolds". The 
Telegraph. London. Retrieved 2 February 2018. 


Sherwin, Adam (3 May 2003). "Sex and swearing help Radio 4 to reach new 
heights". The Times. London. Retrieved 28 January 2018. 


Thomas, Gareth (12 May 2001). "Sony winner Tarrant criticises 
industry" (PDF). Music & Media. Vol. 18 no. 20. London: BPI Communications Inc. 
p. 3. Retrieved 26 January 2018. 


e Wells, Matt; Gregoriadis, Linus (3 May 2000). "Freeman gets radio 'Oscar' for 40 
years of broadcasting". The Guardian. London. Retrieved 24 January 2018. 


e Whittam Smith, Andreas (9 November 1998), "The modernisers are moving in at 
Westminster Abbey". The Independent. London. Retrieved 23 January 2018. 


e Wilding, Geoff (9 March 1982). "Gresford - Bringing the lads up at last. An interview 
by Geoff Wilding". Wrexham History. Archived from the original on 12 January 2018. 
Retrieved 12 January 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e Official site 


Radio Independents Group 
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The Radio Independents Group, or RIG, is the trade body that represents the 
interests of the independent radio producers of the United Kingdom. Established in June 
2004, RIG is mandated to negotiate terms with broadcasters and audio consumers such 
as digital publishers, that are to the benefit of its members. The organisation is a non- 
profit making body, solely financed through membership fees and donations. 


Current Executive Committee (as of June 2015) [edit] 


e Chair: Phil Critchlow [TBI Media] 

e Vice-chair: Mike Hally [Square Dog Radio] 

e Secretary: Trevor Dann [Trevor Dann's Company] 
e Treasurer: Jack Wynne-Williams [Acme] 
Directors 


e Ashley Byrne [Made in Manchester] 
e Andy Cartwright [Soundscape] 

e Sue Clark [Sue Clark Productions] 

e Simon Cole [7digital] 

e Janet Graves [Pennine Productions] 
e Rob Jones [USP] 


e Susan Marling [Just Radio] 

e Jez Nelson [Somethin' Else] 

e David Prest [Whistledown] 

e Dan Vo [Heavy Entertainment] 


Membership[edit] 


Membership of RIG is open to any UK-based independent radio producer or 
production company. RIG membership represents some 95% of total industry 
turnover. The trade body represents all sizes of business from sole-traders 
and partnerships, to limited companies and public companies. 


Independent Radio Producers[edit] 


An independent radio producer is defined as a supplier of radio programmes who is 
not affiliated in any manner with the commissioning broadcaster or company. They 
can be individuals working in a sole-traders and partnerships, as well as limited 
companies and in some instances public companies. There are some indies in radio 
who are also independent television producers. Many radio indies supply additional 
audio, training, teaching and various other services due to the low budgets inherent 
in the industry. 


The Sector[edit] 


For the majority of radio indies the BBC national radio networks are the main, or 
only, commissioner of their programs. BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 3, BBC 


Service, BBC Radio Scotland and BBC Radio Wales all actively commission 
independently produced programming. Unlike the television sector, which has a 
legally guaranteed 25% share of the BBC's output (with an additional 25% open to 
competitive bidding), the radio sector has no such guarantee. The BBC chooses to 
voluntarily offer approximately 10% of its ‘eligible’ hours to independent production. 
This figure has not changed in over 13 years and both the BBC and the British 
Government refuse to alter the status quo. This has led to an unstable and uncertain 
sector with large numbers of companies pitching for small amounts of air-time. The 
Radio Independents Group is tasked with getting the voluntary 'quota' increased. 


Radio indies also produce many hours of programming for the Commercial 

Radio companies, such as chart shows, traffic & travel bulletins and entertainment 
news. However, unlike the BBC, the majority of this material is paid for by third 
party sponsors rather than by the radio stations. There is very little commissioned 
programming on UK commercial radio due to the cost of making such material and 
the low programming budgets of commercial radio stations. 


Radio Indies & The BBC[edit] 


Up until Dec 2004, when commissioning programs from independent producers, the 
BBC would purchase an ‘all rights' deal. This meant that the independent producer 
retained no ownership or control over their product. Following negotiations between 
RIG and the BBC in 2004, the new Terms of Trade now in place have had a 
considerable positive effect for independent producers: 


e Indies now own their productions entirely 


e The BBC purchases a 10-year UK-only broadcast license consisting of 2 
transmissions and audio-on-demand rights 

e Indies can now commercially exploit their productions both in the UK and 
internationally 

e Indies gain improved repeat rates and improved rates for repeats on BBC World 
Service and BFBS 


The BBC has a requirement written into the BBC Agreement “ to commission a 
‘suitable proportion’ of radio programming from independent producers, which it has 
set at 10% of ‘eligible’ hours (i.e. excluding news). 


In 2010 the BBC Trust published a report 2 requiring the BBC to operate an 
additional Window of Creative Competition, set at 10% of eligible hours, 
encompassing programming for which independents can compete against in-house 
producers. 


In June 2015 the BBC Director of Radio Helen Boaden announced the intention ™ as 
part of the BBC's 'Compete or Compare’ initiative,“ to put out 60% of eligible radio 
hours to competition from indie and in-house producers, a target to be reached over 
a six-year period. 


Radio Production Awards[edit] 
Not to be confused with Radio Academy Awards. 


The RIG since 2010 has organized the Radio Production Awards, supported by 

the Radio Academy. The awards "recognise and celebrate the production skills of 
radio and audio producers based in the UK or supplying UK-based broadcasters from 
overseas." 


Current Issues[edit] 


e BBC World Service - new Terms of Trade between the network and the 
independent sector 

e Update to the General BBC Terms of Trade 

e Update and continuation of BBC Worldwide BFBS contracts 

e Submission to the BBC Trust regarding the damage to indie's rights by the 
planned BBC Online/iPlayer proposal 

e Push for more opportunities and access to air-time for independent producers 

e Creation of standardised industry 'draft' contracts 

e Supporting the work of the Radio Academy and the Radio Industry Diversity 
Group 

e Training and resources for radio independents 
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This article includes a list of references, but its sources 
remain unclear because it has insufficient inline 
citations. Please help to improve this article 

by introducing more precise citations. (December 2010) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


| 


Radio Joint Audience Research Limited (RAJAR) was established in 1992 to operate 
a single audience measurement system for the radio industry in the United Kingdom. 
RAJAR is jointly owned by the BBC and RadioCentre. RAJAR's predecessor was 

called Joint Industry Committee on Radio Audience Research (JICRAR). Prior to 
this, the BBC and RadioCentre’s predecessor CRCA carried out their own measurements 
independently of each other. 


The company operates as a Joint Industry Committee (JIC) and its Board is chaired by an 
independent Chairman. It has shareholder representation from the BBC and the 
commercial sector," as well as the IPA (Institute of practitioners in advertising) and the 
ISBA (Incorporated Society of British Advertisers). The company is a non- profit making 
entity. 


RAJAR collects information on behalf of over 300 BBC and Ofcom Licensed commercial 
radio stations, ranging from very small local services to the national networks. Station 
listening by time, duration, platform (AM/FM, DAB, Online/APP, and DTV) and location (in 
car, at home, at work, or elsewhere) is recorded and published on a quarterly basis. 


The research methodology is based on a continuous diary survey (ex. Christmas 
holidays) measuring the listening behaviour of over 54,000 adults (aged 15+) a year". 
The diary is filled in on a quarter-hour basis for one week’s listening drawn from a 
sample representative of the individual station transmission area and the nation as a 
whole. The fieldwork for the Research is carried out on behalf of RAJAR by specialist 
research contractors, currently Ipsos Morilen reece The sampling point framework is 
undertaken by RSMB Ltd. 


The diary based system is the most common method of measuring radio audiences 
worldwide. Some countries have introduced electronic devices called 

audiometers. RAJAR has tested over recent years several audiometers but has not 
determined any viable for introduction in the UK market. RAJAR continues to work with 


developers to determine future viability of innovations with audio meters and any new 
measurement techniques that could be of use. 


Historically, the data has been collected from respondents via a paper diary. From 
Quarter 3, 2011 RAJAR introduced an online version of a radio listening diary (Radio 
Diary) as an additional collection methodology. It is recognised that respondent 
engagement is critical to the continued quality of the survey and that by offering a 
choice as to how people record and return their listening data will help maintain the 
current high levels of participation and completion into the future. Additional benefits 
also include higher accuracy in attribution of listening to the different platforms 
(Digital/non digital) as well as higher in home completion that in turn enhances overall 
data quality. 
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The Audio and Radio Industry Awards (ARIAS, ARIAs, or UK ARIAs) are annual 
awards awarded for excellence in radio and audio presenting and production." 

2 Established in 2016, they succeeded the Radio Academy Awards as the Radio 
Academy's honours system." The current venue is the First Direct Arena, Leeds. 


ARIAs 2018[edit] 


The ceremony took place in the First Direct Arena and were presented by Melvin 
Qdoom and Pandora Christie of Kiss FM.2! Awards were presented in the following 
categories: 241 


e Best New Presenter - Ronan Keating, Magic Radio 
e Best New Show/Podcast - You, Me & the Big C, BBC Radio 5 Live 
e Best News Coverage - Real Life Stories, The Emma Barnett Show, BBC Radio 5 Live 


Best Speech Presenter at Breakfast - Stephen Nolan, BBC Radio Ulster 

Best Speech Presenter - Non Breakfast - Justin Dealey, BBC Eastern Counties 
Best Sports Show/Podcast - Mo-/oe: An 18 Week Marathon Training Diary 

Best Coverage of an Event - An Accent Exceedingly Rare: A Love Letter to 
Liverpool, BBC Radio Merseyside 

Best Music Presenter at Breakfast - The Mylo & Rosie Show, Pulse 1 

Best Music Presenter (non breakfast) - Jamie Cullum, BBC Radio 2 

Best Specialist Music Show - Edith Bowman's Soundtracking podcast 

Best Factual Storytelling /Documentary - Meeting The Man I Killed 

Funniest Show - Fortunately... with Fi and Jane, BBC Radio 4 

Best Podcast - Cariad Lloyd's Griefcast 

Best Fictional Storytelling - Double Bubble 

Best Station Sound - Radio 1 Vintage, BBC Radio 1 

Best Commercial Promotion - Magic Radio 

Best Marketing Campaign - Common People, BBC Radio Sheffield. 

Best Community Programming - The Frank Skinner Show conversation with AL 
Gore, Absolute Radio 

Best Local Radio Show - David Burns, BBC Radio Humberside 

Local Station of the Year - BBC Radio Leeds 

National Station or Network of the year - BBC Radio 1 

Radio Academy Award Team of the Year - Cash for Kids, Bauer Radio's network of 
local charities 

Radio Academy Award Individual of the Year - Paul Sylvester, content director, 
Absolute Radio 


ARIAs 2017 [edit] 


The ceremony took place at the Leeds First Direct Arena and was hosted by Scott Mills. 


Best New Presenter - Andrew Flintoff (BBC Radio 5 Live) 

Best New Show - Flintoff, Savage & the Ping Pong Guy (BBC Radio 5 Live) 

Best News Coverage - London Bridge Attacks - (Stephen Nolan for BBC Radio 5 Live) 
Best Speech Presenter Breakfast - Nicky Campbell and Rachel Burden (BBC Radio 5 
Live) 

Best Speech Presenter - non Breakfast - lain Lee (talkRADIO) 

Sports Show of the Year - 5 Live Sport (BBC Radio 5 Live) 

Best Music Presenter - Breakfast - The Christian O’Connell Breakfast Show (Absolute 
Radio) 

Best Music Presenter - non breakfast - Annie Mac (BBC Radio 1) 

Best Specialist Music Show - Benji B (TBI Media/BBC Radio 1 & 1Xtra) 

Best Entertainment/Comedy Production - The Frank Skinner Show (Avalon 
TV/Absolute Radio) 

Best Factual Storytelling - The Enemy Within (Falling Tree Productions/BBC Radio 3) 
Best Fictional Storytelling - Life Lines (BBC Radio Drama London) 

Best Community Programme - The Manchester Bombing (Key 103) 

Best Online Radio Station - Worldwide FM 

Best Podcast - Flintoff, Savage and the Ping Pong Guy (BBC Radio 5 Live) 

Best On-Air Promotion - The 6Music Festival in Glasgow (BBC Radio 6Music) 


e Best Branded Content or Partnership - The Christian O’Connell Breakfast Show with 
Wickes (Absolute Radio) 

e Best Marketing Campaign - BBC Radio 1Xtra Street Studio (BBC Radio 1Xtra) 

e Best Coverage of an Event - Manchester’s Response to the Arena Attack (Key 103) 

e Local Station of the Year - BBC Radio London 

e National Radio Station of the Year - BBC 1Xtra 

e Team of the Year (voted for by Radio Academy members) - Local Radio Day - UKRD 
Group 

e Individual of the Year (voted for by Radio Academy members) - Tony Moorey, Group 
Content Director, Magic and Absolute Radio 


ARIAs 2016[edit] 


The ceremony was held at the Leeds First Direct Arena, and hosted by Sara Cox. 


e Best News Coverage - The Buncrana Pier Tragedy - BBC Radio Foyle 

e Best Entertainment Production - Greg James - BBC Radio 1 

e Best Audio Dramatisation - Lament - BBC Radio Drama London for Radio 4 

e Best National Speech Breakfast Show - Today - BBC Radio 4 

e Best Local Breakfast Show - Georgey at Breakfast - BBC Radio York 

e Best National Music Breakfast Show - The Chris Evans Breakfast Show - BBC Radio 2 

e Best Sports Show - 606 - Shooting Shark Productions for BBC Radio 5 Live 

e Best Digital Audio Service - audioBoom 

e Podcast of the Year - The Story of Izzy Dix - BBC Newsbeat 

e Best Digital Innovation - The BBC iPlayer Radio App 

e Audio Moment of the Year - The Boy Who Gave His Heart Away - TBI Media for BBC 
Radio 4 

e The Radio Academy Award - Sound Digital for D2 

e Speech Broadcaster of the Year - Stephen Nolan - BBC Radio Ulster and BBC Radio 5 
Live 

e Music Broadcaster of the Year - MistaJam - BBC Radio 1Xtra 

e Best Local Station - Hallam FM 

e Best National Station - BBC Radio 2 
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e 15 Minute Musical 

e 15 Storeys High 

e 1834 

e 1966 and All That 

e 2000 Years of Radio 

e 20th Century Vampire 
e 3 forAll 

e 606 

e The 7th Dimension 

e The 99p Challenge 


Aledit] 


e Absolute Power 
e Acropolis Now 
e Across the Universe 


e Adam and Joe 
e The Adventures of John and Tony 


e After Henry 

e Afternoon Theatre 

e The Alan Davies Show 
e Aliens in the Mind 

e All Change 

e All Gas and Gaiters 


e And This is Them 

e Another Digance Indulgence 
e Any Answers? 

e Any Questions? 

e The Archers 

e Arrested Development 

e Arthur Smith's Balham Bash 
e As Time Goes By 

At Home with the Hardys 
The Attractive Young Rabbi 
Audio Diaries 

Awayday 


Bledit] 


e Babblewick Hall 

e BBC World Theatre 

e = Ballylenon 

e Balti Kings 

e Bandwagon 

e Bangers and Mash 

e Barrymore Plus Four 

e Bearded Ladies 

e Bernie Clifton's Comedy Shop 
e Between the Ears 

e Beyond the Back of Beyond 
e Beyond the Pole 

e Beyond Our Ken 

e The Big Booth 

e The Big Fun Show 

Big Jim and the Figaro Club 
The Big Top 40 Show 

The Big Town All Stars 

The Bigger Issues 

Blake's 7 

Book at Bedtime 
Bookcases 

Booked! 

Brain of Britain 

The Brains Trust 

Brian Appleton's History of Rock 'n' Roll 
Brian Gulliver's Travels 
Bristow 

Broadcasting House 

The Boosh (radio series) 


C[edit] 


e Cabaret on 4 

e The Cabaret Upstairs 

e Cabin Pressure 

Caesar the Geezer 

Caribbean Voices 

A Case for Dr. Morelle 

Central 822 

Chambers 

The Change 

Children's Favourites 

Children's Hour 

Children's Hour with Armstrong and Miller 
The Circle 

Clare in the Community 
Cliffhanger 

The Clitheroe Kid 

Comedy Album Heroes 

Coming Alive 

Composer of the Week 

Concrete Cow 

The Consultants 

Count Arthur Strong's Radio Show 
Cousin Bazilio 

The Craig Charles Funk and Soul Show 
e Crème de la Crime 


e The Cumberland Sausage Show 
e Curlew in Autumn 


D[edit] 


Dad's Army 

Dan and Nick: The Wildebeest Years 
Dead Man Talking 

Dead Ringers 

Dedicated Troublemaker 
Delve Special 

The Department 

Desert Island Discs 

Dick Barton, Special Agent 
Do Go On 

Dr Finlay's Casebook 
Doctor in the House 
Doctor at Large 

Doctor Thorne 

Doctor Who 


e Does the Team Think? 
e Double Bill 

e Down the Line 

e Down Your Way 


E[edit] 


e Earthsearch 

e Ectoplasm 

e Elastic Planet 

e Elephants to Catch Eels 
e ElvenQuest 

e The Embassy Lark 


e = 6Erratically Charged 
e Exes 


F[edit] 


Fab TV 

Face the Facts 

Faithful Departed 

The Fall of the Mausoleum Club 
Family Favourites 

Fanshawe Gets to the Bottom of... 
e Farming Today 

e Fat Chance 

e Feedback 

e Fellah's Hour with The Cheese Shop 
e Fileon4 

e Fist of Fun 

e Five Squeezy Pieces 

e Flight of the Conchords 

e Flying the Flag 

e The Food Programme 

e Foothill Fables 

e The Foundation Trilogy 

e Four Joneses and a Jenkins 


e Frank Muir Goes Into... 

e = Frankie Howerd's Forum 

e Friday Night is Music Night 

e From Our Own Correspondent 
e From the Bookshelf/Shelf 

e Front Row 


G[edit] 


e GALAXY 


Gardeners' Question Time 
The Ghost at Number Ten 
Girlies 

A Good Read 

The Good Human Guide 

The Goon Show 

Graham Norton's News Lasso 
Grassblade Jungle 

Grease Monkeys 

The Griff Rhys Jones Show 
The Grumbleweeds Radio Show 
Guilty Party 


H[edit] 


Hancock's Half Hour 

The Hare Lane Diaries 

Harvey and the Wallbangers 
Haunted 

Heated Rollers 

Hello, Cheeky! 

Hirsty's Daily Dose 

The Hislop Vote 

A History of the World in 100 Objects 
hit40uk 

Hitchhiker's Guide to the Future 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
Hoax! 

The Hobbit 

Home Truths 

Host Planet Earth 

House of Unspeakable Secrets 

How Things Began 

Huddwinks 


The Hudson and Pepperdine Show 
The Human Zoo 


I[edit] 


l'm Glad You Asked Me That 
I'm Sorry | Haven't A Clue 

I'm Sorry, I'll Read That Again 
The Impressionists 

In Conversation 

The In Crowd 

In One Ear 

In the End 

Injury Time 


Inman and Friends 
Inner Voices 
Inspector West at Bay 
The Iron Road 

It'll Never Last... 

It's That Man Again 
It's Your Round 


Jledit] 


Jamaica Inn 

ammin' 

Jeremy Hardy Speaks to the Nation 
lohn Shuttleworth's Open Mind 
Just Juliette 


Just a Minute 
Just Perfick Shoes 


Kfedit] 


Kaleidoscope 
The Ken Dodd Show 


Ken Dodd's Palace of Laughter 

King of Bath 

King of the Road 

King Street Junior 

King Stupid 

Knowing Me Knowing You with Alan Partridge 


L[edit] 


Last Word 

Late 

Late Junction 
Lee and Herring 


Legal, Decent, Honest and Truthful 
Lent Talks 


Letter from America 

A Life of Bliss 

Life, Death and Sex with Mike and Sue 

Life with Dexter 

Life With The Lyons 

Like They've Never Been Gone 

Linda Smith's A Brief History of Timewasting 
Lines From My Grandfather's Forehead 
Lionel Nimrod's Inexplicable World 

Listen with Mother 


The Little Big Woman Radio Show 
Little Britain 

Living with Betty 

The Living World 

A Look Back at the Nineties 
Loose Ends 

Lord Peter Wimsey 

Losers 

Love 40; New Balls Please 

Lucky Heather 


M[edit] 


MacFlintock's Palace 
Mammon 

Many a Slip 

Man of Soup 

The Mark Steel Lectures 
The Mark Steel Solution 
Mars Project 

The Mausoleum Club 

The Men from the Ministry 
Midweek 

Midweek Theatre 

The Milligan Papers 

The Million Pound Radio Show 
Milloort 

Mitch Benn's Crimes Against Music 
The Mitch Benn Music Show 
Molesworth 

Money Box 

Moon Over Morocco 

The Moral Maze 

The Motorway Men 

The Museum of Everything 
My Muse 

Music While You Work 

My Uncle Freddie 

My Word! 

The Metal Hall 


N[edit] 


The Nallon Tapes 

The Name's the Game 

Nature 

The Navy Lark 

The Newly Discovered Casebook of Sherlock Holmes 


e Newsbeat 

e The News Huddlines 

e The News Quiz 

e Nicholas Nickleby 

e Nightcap 

e Night Waves 

e The Nimmo Twins 

e Nineteen Ninety-Four 
e Nineteen Ninety-Eight 
e No Commitments 

e Not in Front of the Children 


e Nothing's Gonna Change My World 
e The Now Show 


O[edit] 


e Old Harry's Game 

e Omar Khayyam 

e On the Hour 

e On the Job 

e On the Town with The League of Gentlemen 
e One 

e One Lump or Two? 


e Oobo Joobu 


e Open Book 

e Opera on 3 

e Orbit One Zero 
e OrbiterX 

e The O'Show 

e Outlook 


e Overland Patrol 


P[edit] 


e The Party Party 

e The Patrick and Maureen Maybe Music Experience 
e Paul Temple 

e People Like Us 

e Peter Dickson Presents Nightcap 
e Pick of the Pops 

e PM 

e Poetry Please 

e Pop Go the Beatles 

e The Press Gang 

e The Price of Fear 

e Probe 

e Pull the Other One! 

e Puzzle Panel 


Q[edit] 


e Quando, Quando, Quando 


e The Quatermass Memoirs 
e Quote... Unquote 


R[edit] 


RadioTalk from The Radio Academy 
Radio Active 

Radio Shuttleworth 

The Random Jottings of Hinge and Bracket 
The Remains of Foley and McColl 
Revolting People 

The Right Time 

Ringo's Yellow Submarine 

Rolling Home 

Round Britain Quiz 

Round the Horne 

The Routes of English 
Routemasters 

Rumpole of the Bailey 

The Russ Abbot Show 


S[edit] 


e Saturday Club 

e Saturday Live 

e Saturday Night Fry 

e Saturday Night Theatre 


Saturday Review 
Sean Lock: 15 Storeys High 
Sexton Blake 


Sloe Coaches 

The Small World of Dominic Holland 
Smelling of Roses 

The Sofa of Time 

Some of Our Pilots are Missing 
Son of Cliché 

Sorry About Last Night 
Sounding Brass 

Special Courier 

Sport on Four 

Sports Report 

Stand Up to Screen 

Start the Week 

e Steptoe and Son 


e Steven Appleby's Normal Life 

e Stockport... So Good They Named It Once 
e Stop Messing About 

e Stop the Week 

e The Strand 

e Streetsounds 

e The Sunday Play 

e Sunny Side Up 


Tledit] 


e Take It From Here 

e Take Me to Your Reader 

e Tales from the Backbench 

e Tales from the Mausoleum Club 

e Test Match Special 

e Thanks a Lot, Milton Jones! 

e That Mocking Bird 

e That Reminds Me 

e The Network Chart Show 

e = Think the Unthinkable 

e This Is Craig Brown 

e This Sceptred Isle: The 20th Century 
e This Sceptred Isle: The Dynasties 
e Tickling the Ivories 

e Today 

e Top of the Form 

e Trivia Test Match 

e The Truck 

e True Stories from Britain 

e Two Doors Down 

e Two Priests and a Nun Go into a Pub... 


U[edit] 


e UK Music Week 

e UK Radio 

e The Unbelievable Truth 
e Underneath the Arches 
e Unnatural Acts 

e Up to the Hour 


V[edit] 


e Variety Bandbox 
e Variety Playhouse 
e The Very World of Milton Jones 


e Voyage 
Wledit] 


e Waggoners' Walk 

e Waiting Gate 

e The Way It Is 

e Weak at the Top 

e Week in Westminster 

e The Weekend Starts Here 
e Westminster Hour 

e Westway 

e What the Papers Say 

e Whatever Happened to...? 
e White Nights 

e Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
e Wild Justice 

e Wise on the Wireless 

e Woman's Hour 

e Word of Mouth 

e The Wordsmiths of Gorsemere 
e Workers' Playtime 

e The World as We Know It 
e The World at One 

e The World This Weekend 
e The World Tonight 

e World of Pub 

e The Write Stuff 


X[edit] 


e X Marks the Spot 
Y[edit] 


e Yes Sir, | Can Boogie 
e You Start, l'Il Join In 
e You and Yours 

e Young Pioneers 


References[edit] 
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BBC Radio 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the BBC's operational division consisting of several UK radio 
stations. For the BBC's digital multiplex, see BBC National DAB. For the radio in the 
United Kingdom, see Radio in the United Kingdom. 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 


citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC 


Radio" - news = newspapers = books « scholar = JSTOR (August 
2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC Radio 


BIBIC 
RADIO 


Type Division 
Industry Mass media 
Founded 1927; 92 years ago 


Headquarte Broadcasting House, London 


rs 


United Kingdom 


Area served Worldwide 


Key people Bob Shennan (Director, BBC Radio and 


Music) 
Services Radio broadcasting 
Owner BBC 
Parent British Broadcasting Corporation 
Website bbc.co.uk/radio 


BBC Radio is an operational business division™ and service of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (which has operated in the United Kingdom under the terms of a Royal 
Charter since 1927). The service provides national radio stations covering the majority 
of musical genres, as well as local radio stations covering local news, affairs and 
interests. It also oversees online audio content.” 


Of the national radio stations, BBC Radio 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Live are all available through 
analogue radio (5 Live on AM only) as well as on DAB Digital Radio and online 
including BBC iPlayer. The remaining stations, BBC Radio 1Xtra, 4 Extra, 5 Live Sports 
Extra and 6 Music, all broadcast on digital platforms only. 


All of the BBC's national radio stations (with the exception of 5 Live and 5 Live Sports 
Extra which broadcast from MediaCityUK in Salford) broadcast from bases in London, 
usually in or near to Broadcasting House in Marylebone. However, the BBC's network 
production units located 

in Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow and Manchester also make radio 
programmes.®! 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of the BBC, British Broadcasting Company, and BBC 


§ History 


The BBC's radio services began in 1922. The British Government licensed the BBC 
through its General Post Office, which had original control of the airwaves because they 
had been interpreted under law as an extension of the Post Office services. Today radio 
broadcasting still makes up a large part of the corporation's output - the title of the 
BBC's listings magazine, Radio Times, reflects this. 


First charter[edit] 


George V giving the 1934 Royal Christmas Message on BBC Radio 


On 1 January 1927 the British Broadcasting Company was succeeded in monopoly 
control of the airwaves by the British Broadcasting Corporation, under the terms of 
a Royal Charter. 


John Reith, who had been the founding managing director of the commercial company, 
became the first Director General. He expounded firm principles of centralised, all- 
encompassing radio broadcasting, stressing programming standards and moral tone. 
These he set out in his autobiography, Broadcast Over Britain (1924), influencing 


modern ideas of public service broadcasting in the United Kingdom. To this day, the 
BBC aims to follow the Reithian directive to "inform, educate and entertain".“ 


Competition from overseas stations[edit] 


Although no other broadcasting organisation was licensed in the UK until 1973, 
commercial competition soon opened up from overseas. The English language service 
of Radio Luxembourg began in 1933 as one of the earliest commercial radio stations 
broadcasting to Britain and Ireland. With no possibility of commercial broadcasting 
available from inside the UK, a former British Royal Air Force captain and entrepreneur 
(and from 1935 Conservative Party member of parliament) named Leonard F. Plugge set 
up his own International Broadcasting Company in 1931." The IBC began leasing time 
on transmitters in continental Europe and then reselling it as sponsored English- 
language programming aimed at audiences in Britain and Ireland. Because Plugge 
successfully demonstrated that State monopolies such as that of the BBC could be 
broken, other parties became attracted to the idea of creating a new commercial radio 
station specifically for this purpose. It was an important forerunner of pirate radio and 
modern commercial radio in the United Kingdom. The onset of World War II silenced all 
but one of the original IBC stations; only Radio Luxembourg continued its nightly 
transmissions to Britain. 


Empire and the world[edit] 


To provide a different service from the domestic audience the Corporation started 

the BBC Empire Service on short wave in 1932, originally in English but it soon provided 
programmes in other languages. At the start of the Second World War it was 

renamed The Overseas Service but is now known as the BBC World Service. 


Commercial radio influence[edit] 


Beginning in March 1964, Radio Caroline was the first in what became an eventual fleet 
of 10 offshore pirate radio stations that began to ring the British coastline, mostly along 
the South East coast. By 1966 millions were tuning into these commercial operations, 


and the BBC was rapidly losing its radio listening audience. This was largely due to 
the fact that even though they were fully aware of the problem, the BBC still only 
played a few hours of Pop music from record a week, as opposed to the pirates who 
broadcast chart music and new releases all day. 


The British government reacted by passing the Marine Offences Act, which all but wiped 
out all of the stations by midnight on 14 August 1967, by banning any British citizen 
from working for a pirate station. Only Radio Caroline survived, and still continues today 
(though the last original offshore broadcast was in 1989). 


One of the stations called Radio London ("Big L") was so successful that the BBC was 
told to copy it as best they could. This led to a complete overhaul by Frank Gillard the 
BBC's Director of Radio of the BBC output creating the four analogue channels that still 
form the basis of its broadcasting today. The creator of BBC Radio One told the press 
that his family had been fans of Radio London. 


The BBC hired many out-of-work broadcasting staff who had come from the former 
offshore stations. Kenny Everett was asked for input in how to run the new Pop station 
due to his popularity with both listeners and fellow presenters. Tony Blackburn who 
presented the very first BBC Radio One morning show had previously presented the 
same morning show on Radio Caroline and later on Big L. He attempted to duplicate the 
same sound for BBC Radio One. Among the other DJs hired was the late John Peel who 
had presented the overnight show on "Big L", called The Perfumed Garden. Though it 
only ran for a few months prior to Big L's closure, The Perfumed Garden got more fan 
mail than the rest of the pop DJ's on Radio London put together, so much that staff 
wondered what to do with it all. The reason it got so much mail was that it played 
different music, and was the beginning of the "album rock" genre. On Everett's 
suggestion, Big L's PAMS jingles were commissioned to be resung in Dallas, Texas so 
that "Wonderful Radio London" became "Wonderful Radio One on BBC". 


The BBC's more popular stations have encountered pressure from the commercial 
sector. John Myers, who had developed commercial brands such as Century 

Radio and Real Radio, was asked in the first quarter of 2011 to conduct a review into 
the efficiencies of Radios 1, 2, 1Xtra and 6 Music. His role, according to Andrew 
Harrison, the chief executive of RadioCentre, was "to identify both areas of best practice 
and possible savings." 


BBC analogue networkS[edit] 
On 30 September 1967: 


e BBC Radio 1 was launched as a pop music station (part-time at first) 

e The BBC Light Programme (launched 29 July 1945) was renamed BBC Radio 2 and 
broadcast easy listening, folk, jazz and light entertainment. 

e The evening BBC Third Programme (launched 29 September 1946) and daytime BBC 
Music Programme (launched 22 March 1965) were merged under the heading 
of BBC Radio 3, although the Third Programme kept its separate title until 3 April 
1970. 

e The BBC Home Service (launched 1 September 1939) became BBC Radio 4. 

BBC Radio 5 was launched on 27 August 1990 as a home for sport and educational and 


children's programming, but was replaced by BBC Radio 5 Live, a dedicated news and 
sport network, on 28 March 1994. 


2002 digital radio networks[edit] 


With the increased rollout of Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) between 1995 and 2002, 
BBC Radio launched several new digital-only stations BBC 1Xtra, BBC 6 Music and BBC 
7 in 2002 on 16 August 11 March and 15 December respectively - the first for "new 
black British music", the second as a source of performance-based "alternative" music, 
the latter specialising in archive classic comedy shows, drama and children's 
programmes. BBC Asian Network joined the national DAB network on 28 October 2002. 
The stations have since been renamed to include the BBC Radio brand, to BBC Radio 
1Xtra, BBC Radio 6 Music, and BBC Radio 7. In 2011, BBC Radio 7 was renamed BBC 
Radio 4 Extra as the service was brought more into line with BBC Radio 4. 


Stations[edit] 


Much of BBC radio comes from Broadcasting House, Portland Place at the head of Regent Street, 


London 


National (UK-wide) [edit] 


The BBC today runs eleven national domestic radio stations, six of which are only 
available in a digital format: via DAB Digital Radio, UK digital television (satellite, cable 
and Freeview) plus live streams and listen again on BBC Sounds. 

The main radio stations, available via both analogue (FM and/or AM frequencies) 

and Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB), are: 


e BBC Radio 1 - youth oriented, mostly contemporary pop and rock music (including 
Top 40 singles), plus news, original in-house live music sessions, original live music 
concerts and music documentaries. Available on 97-99 FM in addition to digital 
platforms. 

Sloga Where the UK's journey into new music begins, from pop to dance, from 


n: hip hop to rock and everything in between 


BBC Radio 2 - the network's flagship station broadcasts adult oriented 


entertainment, wide range of music—specially adult contemporary and middle of 

the road, also talk, comedy, plus news, original in-house live music sessions, 

original live music concerts and music documentaries. Available on 88-91 FM 

and on digital platforms. 

Sloga The home of great music - Pop and Rock from the sixties, seventies, 

n: eighties and beyond to blues, big band, country and jazz with the best live 
music and documentaries 


e BBC Radio 3 - arts and high culture, special-interest music 
(classical, jazz, world music), plus news, original in-house live music sessions, 
original live music concerts and music documentaries. Available on 90-93 FM 
and digital platforms. 
Sloga Radio 3 broadcasts classical music, jazz, world music, new music, arts 
n: programmes and drama. It's the home of the Proms and broadcasts more 
live music than any other network 


e BBC Radio 4 - news, current affairs, arts, history, original in-house drama, 
original in-house first-run comedy, science, books and religion. The 
service closes down and simulcasts the BBC World Service from 01:00 to 
05:20 daily. Available between 92-95 and 103-105 FM, 198 LW, 
various medium wave frequencies and on digital platforms. 

Sloga /ntelligent speech, the most insightful journalism, the wittiest comedy, the 
n: most fascinating features and the most compelling drama and readings 
anywhere in UK radio 


e BBC Radio 5 Live - news, sports and talk programmes available on 
909/693 MW and digital frequencies. 
Sloga First for breaking news, and the best live sport. Premier League football, 
n: Champions League football, Europa League football, international football, 
FA Cup football, Championship Football, Football League, Scottish... 


The new digital-only (Internet Streaming/Sky/freesat/Freeview/DAB) 
radio stations are: 


e BBC Radio 1Xtra - new black and urban music, plus news, original 
in-house live music sessions, original live music concerts and 
music documentaries. The service simulcasts BBC Radio 1 from 
01:00 to 03:00 weekdays and from 19:00 to 01:00 on Saturdays. 

Sloga On air. On the 
n: ground 


Sloga 
n: 


Sloga 


e BBC Radio 4 Extra - classic comedy, drama, books, science 
fiction, fantasy and children's programmes. Originally named 
BBC Radio 7. 
Showcasing the best in comedy drama and entertainment. With quizzes, 
sitcoms, panel games, satire, stand up, life stories, classics from the 
archive, science fiction and fantasy 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra - a companion to Radio 5 
Live for additional sports events coverage 
More live sport. Pure live sport. Live cricket from the Test Match Special 
team, football commentary, Formula 1, rugby union, rugby league, 
baseball, NFL American Football, tennis... 


e BBC Radio 6 Music - an eclectic mix of alternative 
genres including rock, funk, punk and reggae (and 
most non-special interest genres), plus news, original 
in-house live music sessions, original live music 
concerts and music documentaries 

The place for the best Alternative Music. From Indie Pop and Iconic Rock to 
Trip Hop, Electronica and Dance with great Archive Music Sessions, Live 
Music Concerts and Documentaries 


e BBC Asian Network - aimed at the large South 
Asian community in the UK (primarily a digital radio 
station, but available in parts of 
the Midlands on medium wave) 
Bollywood, Bhangra, Asian Urban and underground. Home of Desi music, 
news and documentaries 


National Regions[edit] 


The BBC also runs radio stations for the three 
national regions: Wales, Scotland, and Northern 
Ireland. These stations focus on local issues to a 
greater extent than their UK-wide counterparts, 
organising live phone-in debates about these 
issues, as well as lighter talk shows with music from 
different decades of the 20th century. Compared to 
the majority of the UK's commercially funded radio 
stations, which generally broadcast little beyond 
contemporary popular music, the BBC's "national 
regional" stations offer a more diverse range of 
programming. 


e BBC Cymru Wales 
o BBC Radio Cymru: Welsh-language network 
o BBC Radio Wales: News, music, sport and 
talk from Wales 


e BBC Scotland 
o BBC Radio Scotland: News, music, sport and 
talk from Scotland 
o BBC Radio nan Gaidheal: Gaelic- 
language network 
o BBC Radio Orkney: News, music, sport and 
talk from Orkney 
o BBC Radio Shetland: News, music, sport and 
talk from Shetland 
e BBC Northern Ireland 
o BBC Radio Ulster: News, music, sport and 
talk from Northern Ireland 
o BBC Radio Foyle: News, music, sport and 
talk from the north-west of Northern Ireland 


Local services[edit] 


There are many BBC Local Radio services across 
England (and the Channel Islands), often catering to 
individual counties. 


World Service[edit] 


BBC World Service is the world's largest 
international broadcaster, +% broadcasting in 27 
languages to many parts of the world via analogue 
and digital shortwave, internet streaming and 
podcasting, satellite, FM and MW relays. It is 
politically independent (by mandate of the 
Agreement providing details of the topics outlined 
in the BBC Charter), non-profit, and commercial- 
free. The English language service had always had 
a UK listenership on LW and therefore DAB Services 
allowed, by this popular demand, it to be now 
available 24/7 for this audience in better quality 
reception. 


Slogan The BBC's international radio 
station 


Broadcasting[edit] 


BBC Radio services are broadcast on 

various FM and AM frequencies, DAB digital 
radio and live streaming on BBC Online, which is 
available worldwide. 


They are also available on Digital Television sets in 
the UK, and archived programs are available for 7 
days after broadcast on the BBC website; many 
shows are available as podcasts. 


International syndication[edit] 


The BBC also syndicates radio and podcast content 
to radio stations and other broadcasting services 
around the globe, through its BBC Radio 
International business which is part of BBC Studios. 
Programmes regularly syndicated by BBC Radio 
International include: In Concert (live rock music 
recordings from BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 2, 
including an archive dating back to 1971); 
interviews, live sessions and music shows; Classical 
Music (including performances from The BBC 
Proms); Spoken Word (Music documentaries, 
Dramas, Readings, Features and Comedies, mainly 
from BBC Radio 4) and channels, including BBC 
Radio 1. 


BBC Radio International also provides many 
services internationally including in-flight 
entertainment, subscription, and satellite services. 
BBC Radio International is partnered with (Sirius 
Satellite Radio) and (British Airways) as well as 
many other local radio stations. 


Programmes[edit] 
Further information: Category:BBC Radio programmes 


Throughout its history the BBC has produced many radio programmes. Particularly 
significant, influential, popular or long lasting programmes include: 


Any Questions? (1948-present): Topical debate series. 

The Archers (1950-present): Long running rural soap opera. Currently the most 
listened to programme on Radio 4 and on the BBC's on-line radio service. 
Children's Hour (1922-1964): Long running slot for children's programmes. 

Desert Island Discs (1942-present): Interview programme in which the guest 
chooses the eight pieces of music they would take with them to a desert island. The 
longest running music radio programme in British history. 

Friday Night Is Music Night (1952-present): Long running live music show, covering 
a wide range of music tastes. 

Gardeners’ Question Time (1947-present): Gardening programme in which 
gardening experts give advice and answer listeners' questions. 

The Goon Show (1951-1960): Highly influential comedy series with elements 

of surrealism. 

Hancock's Half Hour (1954-1960): Influential comedy series which transferred to 
television. 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy (1978-1980 and 2004-2005): Comedy science 
fiction serial by Douglas Adams. 

I'm Sorry | Haven't a Clue (1972-present): Comedy series parodying the radio panel 
game format. 


e It's That Man Again (1939-1949): Comedy series popular during and after World War 
Il. 

e Journey into Space (1953-1958): Science fiction series which was the last UK radio 
programme to achieve a higher audience than television. 

e Justa Minute (1967-present): Long running panel game where the contestants must 
attempt to speak for one minute without repetition, hesitation or deviation. 

e Letter from America (1946-2004): Commentary on American news and events 
by Alistair Cooke. The longest-running speech radio programme in history. 

e The News Quiz (1977-present): Topical comedy show 

e The Reith Lectures (1948-present): Annual series of lectures given by leading 
figures of the day. 

e Round the Horne (1965-1968): Comedy series notable for its innuendo and use of 
the gay slang polari. 

e Sports Report (1948-present): Saturday sports round-up including the 
classified football results. 

e Test Match Special (1957-present): Live cricket coverage. 

e Today programme (1957-present): Early morning news and current affairs 
programme. 

e Top Gear/The John Peel Show (1965-2004): Pioneering and influential alternative 
music programme. Originally fronted by Brian Matthew as a live music show, which 
featured unique performances by many top names such as The Beatles, The 
Who and Jimi Hendrix. Changed name to simply The John Peel Show in the early 
1970s 

e Woman's Hour (1946-present): Long running magazine programme for women. 

e Workers’ Playtime (1941-1964): Lunchtime variety show. 

e The World at One (1965-present): Lunchtime news show. 


Expenditure[edit] 


The following expenditure figures are from 2012/13 and show the expenditure of each 
service they are obliged to provide:22) 


Radio Wales Radio Ulster and 
0.4% Radio Cymru Radio Foyle 
0.5% 


Radio 1Xtra 


Radiol 
0.2% 


1.1% 


Radionan 
Gaidhael 


0.1% 
Radio Scotland 
0.7% 
Local Radio 
3.1% 
Asian Network 
0.3% 


Radio2 
1.3% 


Radio3 
1.1% 
Radio4 
Radio 6 Music 2.5% 
0.2% 
RadioS Live 
Sports Extra Radio 5 Live Radio 4 Extra 
0.1% 1.6% ae 


2012/13 Total SOUT TEE 
Service Cost pan 

(£million) uda i 

rae (£million) 
BBC Radio 1 5/2 + 3.6 
BBC Radio 1Xtra meg + 0.7 
BBC Radio 2 62.1 + 1.6 
BBC Radio 3 S/S) + 1.8 


BBC Radio 4 122 + OA 


2012/13 Total 
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(£million) 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


BBC Asian Network 


BBC Local Radio 


BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


BBC Radio Wales 


Comparison 
with 
2011/12 
(£million) 


Directors[edit] 


= 
ted 

Aubrey Singer 

Richard Francis 
Liz Forgan 


1996 Matthew 
Bannister 
Abramsky 


2013 Helen Boaden 
2016 James Purnell 


See 


also[edit] 


e oo BBC portal 
e BBC Radio Drama Company 


e BBC Television, BBC domestic television services. 


e British Broadcasting Company 


e Timeline of the BBC, for an overview of BBC history. 
e List of BBC Radio programmes adapted for television 


e NPR, the closest American correspondent. 
e CBC Radio, the Canadian correspondent. 
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BBC National DAB 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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BBC National DAB 


Licensed area United Kingdom 
Frequency 12B (225.648 MHz) 
Air date 27 September 1995” 
Owner BBC 

Website www.bbc.co.uk 


BBC National DAB is a digital audio broadcasting multiplex in the UK, for a number 

of radio stations which have UK wide coverage. The multiplex is owned and operated by 
the BBC and is transmitted from a number of transmitter sites across the country; it 
only carries BBC radio stations. 


As of the end of 2017, more than 97% of the UK's population are within reach of the 
multiplex following the completion of the switching on of a fourth set of new 
transmitters over the previous two years which had seen the reach increase from 93%. 
21 Any further expansion of DAB radio is awaiting a decision by Government on any 
possible digital radio switchover. 


Stations carried[edit] 


The following channels are receivable on any digital-equipped DAB radio in the BBC 
National DAB coverage area: 


Full time services[edit] 


: : Audio 
Service SORTS 2s channel Description Analogue 
e ID rate 2 P availability 


BBC Radio | C221 128 Joint stereo | Youth-orientated 97.1, 97.7 - 


Service 


|e 


BBC Radio 


2 


BBC Radio 


3 


BBC Radio 


4 (FM) 


BBC Radio 


5 Live 


BBC Radio 


6 Music 


BBC Radio 


4 Extra 


BBC Radio 


1Xtra 


BBC Asian 


Servic 
e ID 


C222 


C223 


C224 


€225 


C226 


C226 


C22A 


C236 


Bit 
rate 


kbit/s 


128 
kbit/s 


160- 
192 
kbit/s 


80- 
128 
kbit/s 


64-80 
kbit/s 


128 
kbit/s 


80 
kbit/s 


128 
kbit/s 


64 


Audio 
channel 
s 


Joint stereo 


Joint stereo 


Mono / joint 
stereo 


Joint stereo 


Mono 


Joint stereo 


Mono 


Description 


popular music and 


speech 


Adult-oriented pop 


music 


Classical Music 


News & Speech 


Live news and 
sport 


Classic rock, 
alternative rock, 
funk, indie, jazz, 
hip-hop 


Comedy, drama 
and children's 
programming 


New black / urban 


music 


South Asian 


Analogue 
availability 


99.8 MHz 


88.0 - 90.2 MHz 


90.3 - 92.4 MHz 


92.5 - 94.6 MHz 
103.6 - 104.9 MHz 


909, 693, 990 kHz 
and selected BBC- 


Regional 
Stations at night 


Various MW 


Audio 


A Servic Bit AE Analogue 
Service e ID vate pin Description availability 
Network kbit/s orientated 
BBC 64 English language | On Radio 4 
World C238 kbit/s Mono version of the BBC | frequencies 
Service World Service (01:00-05:20 only) 
BBC E1C79E5 | 16-32 Data Hidden service, 

Guide E kbit/s EPG data 


Part time services[edit] 
The BBC National DAB multiplex makes use of dynamic ensemble reconfiguration to 


allow a number of 


part-time services to broadcast. While these additional services are 


on air the bit rates of (one or more of) BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 5 Live, and 
data services are reduced. 


Station 
Name 


5 Live Sports 
Extra 


Yesterday In 
Parliament 


Daily Service 


Description 


Live sport - used to broadcast either Test Match Special or a second 
sporting event when BBC Radio 5 live is also broadcasting live sport. 


Radio 4 LW opt-out simulcast; Weekdays 08:30-09:00; Saturdays 
08:45-09:00. 


Christian Music and Worship, Radio 4 LW opt-out simulcast; 
Weekdays 09:45-10:00 


"Pop-up" services[edit] 


In recent years, the BBC has begun experimenting with short-term "Pop-up" digital radio 
stations, each broadcasting for approximately 4 days at a time, covering music festivals 
and other special events. The first to broadcast was BBC Radio 5 Live Olympics Extra in 
2012, then BBC Radio 2 Eurovision launched for the first time in 2014, and was joined 


by BBC Radio 2 Country, BBC Music Jazz in 2015 and BBC Radio 2 50s in April 2016. 


When these temporary stations are on air, there is normally a reduction in bit rate of 
their parent station (Radio 1, Radio 2 or Radio 3). 


Station 
Name 


BBC 5 Live 


Olympics 
Extra 


BBC Radio 2 


Eurovision 


BBC Radio 2 


Country 


BBC Music 
Jazz 


BBC Radio 2 
50s 


BBC Radio 1 
Vintage 


BBC Radio 2 
Beatles 


Description 


Available during 2012 Summer Olympics with coverage consisting of 
sports commentaries. 


Launched in May 2014 to extend the BBC's coverage of the Eurovision 
Song Contest. Returned in 2015 to provide coverage of the 2015 
contest. 


Launched in March 2015 to provide coverage of London's C2C: 
Country to Country Country music festival. Returned in 2016 to cover 
the 2016 festival and again in 2017. 


Launched in November 2015 as a joint venture between BBC Radio 
3 and Jazz FM, with programming celebrating Jazz music in all its 
varied forms. 


Launched in April 2016 as a celebration of the music and 
entertainment of the 1950s. 


Available in September 2017 as a celebration of BBC Radio 1's 50th 
anniversary. 


Launched in September 2019 as a celebration of 50 years of the 
Beatles album Abbey Road featuring interviews on how the album 
was created and how it influenced the next generation of music 
artists. 


Station closures[edit] 


BBC Asian Network was due to be axed in around 2011 after plans to close down the 
station were published. The BBC also planned to close 6 Music.“ Since then both 
stations have been saved from closure - 6 Music was retained after listening figures 
increased and a campaign was set up on Facebook which had 180,000 supporters.“ 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Digital Audio Broadcasting in the UK 
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Radio Drama Company 


Type Company of actors 
Industry Radio broadcasting 
Predecessor Repertory Drama Company 
Founder Val Gielgud 

Area served World 


The Radio Drama Company is a company of actors formed by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) in 1939, at the beginning of the Second World War. It is sometimes 
referred to as RDC, or the Rep, a survival from its original name, the Drama 
Repertory Company." 


The cast of the company changes every six months, and auditions are held for the 
Carleton Hobbs Bursary, primarily for students graduating from drama courses, to 
recruit between four and six new members every year. There is also a Norman Beaton 
Fellowship to bring in actors from non-traditional backgrounds. 


History[edit] 


The company has its origins in a short-lived BBC Repertory Drama Company formed in 
January 1930, but paid off after a few months. For some years BBC Radio and BBC 
Television simply hired all the actors they needed by the day. However, with the 
approach of the Second World War, the key executive, Val Gielgud, head of productions 
at BBC Radio, proposed that an in-house company of actors would be a useful thing to 
have in time of war. BBC Television was taken off the air on 1 September 1939 and did 
not return until some years later. According to one source, in September 1939, with 
the war now declared, actors were hired for a new radio company and sent to live and 
work at the Wood Norton Broadcasting Centre. Some actors took their families with 
them and even their pets, Gielgud himself bringing his cats with him.® Another source 
states that this happened in 1940. 


21st century[edit] 


In 2015, Rebecca Wilmshurst, BBC production executive for Radio Drama, wrote an 
article to celebrate the seventy-five years' existence of the company. In the course of 
this, she boasted that "If your radio script requires actors to be mice, 

ants, naiads or dryads, men morphing into hares, maggots in a fisherman’s sack, or 
even a tray of fancy cakes - look no further than to the Radio Drama Company." 


The cast of the company changes every six months. Auditions are held for the Carleton 
Hobbs Bursary, in memory of the veteran actor Carleton Hobbs (1898-1978), primarily 
for students graduating from drama courses, with the aim of recruiting between four 
and six new members of the Radio Drama Company every year. Those chosen receive a 
contract of employment for six months, and some runners-up are also offered work in 
particular productions.“ 


The company aims to build links with theatre companies all over Britain, to develop new 
talent for radio and also to encourage applicants for its Norman Beaton Fellowship, 
which has the aim of bringing in actors "from non-traditional training backgrounds” and 
ethnic minorities. It encourages applications by letter from actors wishing to be 
auditioned.& 


Carleton Hobbs Bursary winners[edit] 
Main article: List of Carleton Hobbs Bursary winners 


Until 1997 two Bursaries were awarded each year, in 1998 the number was increased to 
six, and then in 2003 it fell back to five and in 2004 to four. 


Notable members[edit] 


e Bessie Love (1898-1986)4 

e Norman Bird (1924-2005) 

e Edward Kelsey (born 1930)# 
e Patrick Godfrey (born 1933)@ 
e jeremy Kemp (born 1935)@ 

e Ann Beach (1938-2017) 

e Nerys Hughes (born 1941) 

e Petronella Barker (born 1942) 
e Clive Merrison (born 1945) 


e Anthony Daniels (born 1946)“ 


Alex Jennings (born 19 
Ben Onwukwe (born 1! 
Suzanna Hamilton (bor 
Adjoa Andoh (born 19€ 
Stephen Tompkinson ( 
Emma Fielding (born 1 
Mark Bonnar (born 19€ 
Annabel Mullion (born 

Lydia Leonard (born 15 


Joseph Kloska (born 19 


e Carolyn Pickles (born 1952)“ e Robert Lonsdale (born 


e Timothy Bentinck (born 1953)@ e Ella Smith (born 1983). 
e Janet Maw (born 1954)“ e Emerald O’Hanrahan (| 
e Joanna Monro (born 1956)“ 
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for television 
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Many BBC radio comedy programmes have been successful enough for the writers and 
performers to adapt them into television programmes. Unless otherwise stated these 
programmes were originally broadcast on BBC Radio 4, and then broadcast on one of 
the BBC's TV channels. The following list gives some of the more notable ones. 


Radio version 


ponnera Power pec PONET Power 


=- Actor's Life For a i Actor's Life For 


After ae (able a fter Henry 


BBC Radio 2 programme turned BBC1 sitcom 


BBC Radio 4 programme turned ITV sitcom | 


BBC Radio 1 radio production. Channel 
Blue Jam ie 


re Cee | Clitheroe Kid pee | Clitheroe Kid 


Count eaeoe na Count Arthur 
Strong's Radio Show! Seong 


jm television production. 


= 


Dave Hollins: Space 
Cadet sketches 
in Son of Cliché 


Red Dwarf 


Dead Ringers Ea Ringers 


Many changes. 


This is David 
Lander, This is 
David Harper 


Delve Special 


Broadcast on Channel 4 


Fist of Fun ee of Fun 
Genius gz 
The Goon Show paeo 


Broadcast on BBC Radio 1 | 


Goodness 
Gracious Me 


Goodness Gracious 
Me 


Hancock's Half 


The Hitchhiker's 


The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 


Guide to the Galaxy Galaxy 


Radio version was funded by BBC TV in the 
hopes the series would eventually transfer to 
television. 


I'm Sorry | Haven't a |I'm Sorry | Haven’ 
Clue a Clue 


Unaired pilot 


I've Never Seen Star |/'ve Never Seen 
Wars Star Wars 


ust usta Minute | Justa Minute | ust a Minute 


Unaired pilots and both ITV (1994-1995) 


and BBC1 (1999, 2012) series. 


Knowing Me, Knowing Me, 
Knowing You Knowing You 


Life With The Lyons |e With The 
Lyons 


eee | Britain poenam | Britain 
ae Mitchell and ian Mitchell and \The TV version was made in January 2006 and 
Webb Sound Webb Look started airing in September. 

Naked Radio m viden Ka aa was first broadcast on BBC Radio | 


Many changes. It is disputed whether 

Have I Got News |HIGNFY is actually based on TNQ or not. 

For You Former News Quiz panellist lan Hislop is now a 
panellist on HIGNFY 


On the Town with 
The League of 
Gentlemen 


People Like Us peg Like Us 


Room 101 eer 101 Broadcast on Radio 5 


Second Thoughts eeun Thoughts |BBC Radio Four radio series transferred to ITV | 


Whose Line Is It Whose Line Is It | 


The News Quiz 


The League of 


Gentlemen Moved from town of Spent to Royston Vasey. 


Anyway? Anyway? Broadcast on Channel 4 


Television to radio transfers[edit] 


Some television series transfer in the other direction. Both the science 

fiction series Doctor Who and Blake's 7 have become short-lived radio series. 

Several comedies, such as To the Manor Born (in 1997) and One Foot in the Grave, have 
also been transferred. 


As another example, in 2004 the Andy Hamilton comedy Trevor's World of 

Sport transferred to Radio 4. Having largely failed in its television incarnation, it was felt 
the older medium might suit it better. This would seem to create the impression that, 
whereas popular radio shows are "promoted" to television, an unpopular television show 
was being "demoted" to radio. However, public opinion on the radio series has been 
mostly positive, suggesting that it was a good decision. 


Television 
version 


All Gas and Gaiters 
Blake's 7 


All Gas and Gaiters 


Blake's 7 


Dad's Army 


Dad's Army 


Dr Finlay's 
Casebook 


Dr Finlay's Casebook & The Adventures of 
a Black Bag 


Doctor Who 


Mastermind 


Doctor Who 


One Foot in the 
Grave 


One Foot in the Grave 


Steptoe and Son 


Steptoe and Son 


To the Manor Born 


Trevor's World of 
Sport 


To the Manor Born 


Trevor's World of Sport 


yes Minister 


Nes Minister | 


Radio programmes transferred to independent 


television[edit] 


A few early gam 
broadcasting in 


e shows from Radio Luxembourg transferred to ITV, when it started 
1955. This included Take Your Pick and Double Your Money. 


List of BBC radio stations 
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This is a list of national, regional and local radio stations owned by the British 


Broadcasting Corpo 


ration in the United Kingdom. 


ist of national radio stations[edit] 
FM, DAB and online platforms only[edit] 


Description 


BBC Radio 1 
97-99 FM 
A mix of popular chart and new music aimed at a young audience. 


Slogan = Where it begins - Where the UK’s journey into new music 
begins, from pop to dance, from hip hop to rock and everything in 
between 


BBC Radio 2 
88-91 FM 
A mix of music-, religious- and comedy-based programming aimed 
at an adult audience. 


Slogan = The home of great music - Pop and Rock from 
the fifties, sixties, seventies, eighties, nineties, and thousands and 
beyond to blues, big band, country and jazz with the best live 
music and documentaries 


BBC Radio 3 
90-93 FM 
Classical, jazz, world music, arts, culture and drama. 


Slogan = Radio 3 broadcasts classical music, jazz, world music, 
new music, arts programmes and drama. It's the home of the 
Proms and broadcasts more live music than any other network 


BBC Radio 4 
198 LW 
92-95 FM 
Spoken-word programming. 


Slogan = Intelligent speech, the most insightful journalism, the 
wittiest comedy, the most fascinating features and the most 
compelling drama and readings anywhere in UK radio 


AM, DAB and online platforms only[edit] 


Radio Format 


BBC Radio 5 Live 
693, 909, 990 MW 
News, current affairs, discussion and sport. 


Slogan = Live news and live sport. Premier League football, 
Champions League football, Europa League football, international 


football, FA Cup football, Championship Football, Football League, 
Scottish...' 


BBC Radio Asian Network 
Station for the British-Asian community. 


Slogan = BBC Asian Network - Bollywood, Bhangra, Asian Urban 
and underground. Home of Desi music, news and documentaries 


DAB and online platforms only[edit] 


Format 


BBC Radio 1Xtra 
Urban, dubstep, soul, gospel, bhangra and garage. 


Slogan = BBC Radio 1Xtra - Hip 
championing UK and international underground diverse music 
BBC Radio 4 Extra 


ae Archive programming. 
Slogan = Showcasing the best in comedy drama and 


entertainment. With quizzes, sitcoms, panel games, satire, stand 
up, life stories, classics from the archive, science fiction and 
fantasy 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 
Additional sports coverage. 


Slogan = More live sport. Pure live sport. Live cricket from the Test 
Match Special team, football commentary, Formula 1, rugby union, 
rugby league, baseball, NFL American Football, tennis... 


BBC Radio 6 Music 
Multi-formatted station that plays lesser-known genres with a dose 
of archived and live concerts. 


Slogan = The place for the best Alternative Music. From Indie 
Pop and Iconic Rock to Trip Hop, Electronica and Dance with great 
Archive Music Sessions, Live Music Concerts and Documentaries 


BBC World Service 
International radio station for current affairs, replacing BBC Radio 
4 during the night, available in various ways around the world. 


BIBIC 


WORLD 
SERVICE 


Slogan = The BBC's international radio station 


List of regional radio stations[edit] 
Scotland[edit] 


BBC Radio Scotland 
BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 
BBC Radio Shetland 
BBC Radio Orkney 


Wales[edit] 


e BBC Radio Wales 
e BBC Radio Cymru 
Northern Ireland[edit] 


e BBC Radio Ulster 
e BBC Radio Foyle 


List of local radio stations[edit] 
EIGIS LOCAL RADIO 


BBC Local Radio logo 


Eastledit] 


BBC Essex 


BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 
BBC Radio Norfolk 


BBC Radio Northampton 
BBC Radio Suffolk 


BBC Three Counties Radio 
East MidlandS[edit] 


e BBC Radio Derby 
e BBC Radio Leicester 
e BBC Radio Nottingham 


Londonf[edit] 


e BBC Radio London 


North East & Cumbria[edit] 


e BBC Newcastle 
e BBC Radio Cumbria 
e BBC Tees 


North West[edit] 


e BBC Radio Lancashire 
e BBC Radio Manchester 
e BBC Radio Merseyside 


South[edit] 


e BBC Radio Berkshire 
e BBC Radio Oxford 
e BBC Radio Solent 


South East[edit] 


e BBC Radio Kent 
e BBC Surrey 
e BBC Sussex 


South West & Channel Islands[edit] 


BBC Radio Cornwall 
BBC Radio Devon 
BBC Radio Guernsey 
BBC Radio Jersey 


Westledit] 


BBC Radio Bristol 

BBC Radio Gloucestershire 
BBC Somerset 

BBC Wiltshire 


West Midlands[edit] 


BBC Coventry & Warwickshire 
BBC Hereford & Worcester 


BBC Radio Shropshire 
BBC Radio Stoke 
BBC WM 


Yorkshire[edit] 


e BBC Radio Leeds 
e BBC Radio Sheffield 


e BBC Radio York 
Yorkshire & Lincolnshire[edit] 


e BBC Radio Humberside 
e BBC Lincolnshire 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Local Radio 
e List of radio stations in the United Kingdom 
e List of Internet radio stations 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio at BBC Online 
e List of BBC radio stations at BBC Online 
e BBC radio frequencies at BBC Online 


BBC Radio 1 
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This article is about the British radio station operated by the BBC. For the BBC's digital 
radio station, see BBC Radio 1Xtra. For other stations known as Radio 1, see Radio 1. 


BBC Radio 1 


BIBIC. 
RADIO 


City London 


Broadcas United Kingdom: FM, DAB, TV 
t area United States: Online 


Canada: Satellite radio 


Slogan On the BBC Sounds app, on your radio and 


on your smart speaker, this is BBC Radio 


1 (on-air tagline during an hour) 


| Frequenc FM: 97.7 MHz - 99.7 MHz (UK)22! 
y 97.1 MHz (Jersey) 

DAB: 12B - BBC National DAB 

RDS Name: Radio 1 

Freeview: 700 

Freesat: 700 

Sky (UK only): 0101 

Virgin Media: 901 

Virgin Media Ireland: 907 


First air 30 September 1967 
date 


‘Format Contemporary hit radio 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner BBC 


Sister BBC Radio 1Xtra 


stations 


Webcast Web Stream 
HTTP Streams 
e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 Kbps 
MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 


e UK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UkK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website œ Official Homepage 
e Playlist 


BBC Radio 1 is one of the BBC's two flagship radio stations (the other being BBC Radio 
2), specialising in modern popular music and current chart hits throughout the day. 
Radio 1 provides alternative genres at night, including electronica, dance, hip 

hop and indie. The choice of music and presenting style is entirely that of programme 
hosts, however those who present in the daytime have to rotate a number of songs a 
specific number of times (8, 13 or 15) per week. It was launched in 1967 to meet the 
demand for music generated by pirate radio stations, when the average age of the UK 
population was 27.3! The BBC claim that they target the 15-29 age group,” and the 
average age of its UK audience since 2009 is 30.5! BBC Radio 1 started 24-hour 
broadcasting on 1 May 1991." 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio 1 


First broadcast[edit] 


Radio 1 was established in 1967 (along with the more middle of the road BBC Radio 2) 
as a successor to the BBC Light Programme, which had broadcast popular music and 
other entertainment since 1945. Radio 1 was conceived as a direct response to the 
popularity of offshore pirate radio stations such as Radio Caroline and Radio London, 
which had been outlawed by Act of Parliament.“ Radio 1 was launched at 7:00 am on 
Saturday 30 September 1967. 


Broadcasts were on 247 metres (1215 kHz) high wave, using a network of transmitters 
which had carried the Light Programme. Most were of comparatively low power, at less 
than 50 kilowatts, leading to patchy coverage of the country. 


The first disc jockey to broadcast on the new station was Tony Blackburn, whose cheery 
style, first heard on Radio Caroline and Radio London, won him the prime slot on what 
became known as the "Radio 1 Breakfast Show". The first words on Radio 1 - after a 
countdown by the Controller of Radios 1 and 2, Robin Scott, and a jingle, recorded 

at PAMS in Dallas, Texas, beginning "The voice of Radio 1" - were:2° 


And, good morning everyone. Welcome to the exciting new sound of Radio 1. 


— BBC Radio 1 opening message 


This was the first use of US-style jingles on BBC radio, but the style was familiar to 
listeners who were acquainted with Blackburn and other DJs from their days on pirate 
radio. The reason jingles from PAMS were used was that the Musicians' Union would not 
agree to a single fee for the singers and musicians if the jingles were made "in-house" 
by the BBC; they wanted repeat fees each time one was played. 


The first music to be heard on the station was "Theme One", specially composed for the 
launch by George Martin. It was followed by an extract from "Beefeaters" by Johnny 
Dankworth."4 The first complete record played on Radio 1 was "Flowers in the Rain" 

by The Move, the number 2 record in that week's Top 20 (the number 1 record 

by Engelbert Humperdink would have been inappropriate for the station's sound). The 
second single was "Massachusetts" by The Bee Gees. The breakfast show remains the 
most prized slot in the Radio 1 schedule, with every change of breakfast show presenter 
exciting considerable media interest.22 


The initial rota of staff included John Peel and a gaggle of others, some transferred from 
pirate stations, such as Keith Skues, Ed Stewart, Mike Raven, David Ryder, Jim 

Fisher, Jimmy Young, Dave Cash, Kenny Everett, Simon Dee, Terry Wogan, Duncan 
Johnson, Doug Crawford, Tommy Vance, Chris Denning, Emperor Rosko, Pete Murray, 
and Bob Holness. Many of the most popular pirate radio voices, such as Simon Dee, had 
only a one-hour slot per week ("Midday Spin.")22! 


1970s peak[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
oO, sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
© and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC Radio 
1" - news « newspapers " books « scholar " JSTOR (July 2017) (Learn how 
and when to remove this template message) 


| want to slag off all the people in charge of radio stations. Firstly, Radio 1. They outlawed the pirates 
and then didn't, as they promised, cater for the market the pirates created. Radio 1 and 2, most 
afternoons, run concurrently and the whole thing has slid right back to where it was before the pirates 
happened. They've totally fucked it. There's no radio station for young people any more. It's all down 
to housewives and trendies in Islington. They're killing the country by having that play list monopoly. 


—jJoe Strummer”! 


Initially, the station was unpopular with some of its target audience who, it is claimed, 
disliked the fact that much of its airtime was shared with Radio 2 and that it was less 
unequivocally aimed at a young audience than the offshore stations, with some DJs such 
as Jimmy Young being in their 40s. The very fact that it was part of an "establishment" 
institution such as the BBC was a turn-off for some, and needle time restrictions 
prevented it from playing as many records as offshore stations had. It also had limited 
finances (partly because the BBC did not increase its licence fee to fund the new 
station) and often, as in January 1975, suffered disproportionately when the BBC had to 
make financial cutbacks, strengthening an impression that it was regarded as a lower 
priority by senior BBC executives. 


Despite this, it gained massive audiences, becoming the most listened-to station in the 
world with audiences of over 10 million claimed for some of its shows (up to 20 million 
for some of the combined Radio 1 and Radio 2 shows). In the early to mid-1970s Radio 1 


presenters were rarely out of the British tabloids, thanks to the Publicity Department's 
high-profile work. The touring summer live broadcasts called the Radio 1 Roadshow - 
usually as part of the BBC 'Radio Weeks' promotions that took Radio 1, 2 and 4 shows 
on the road - drew some of the largest crowds of the decade. The station undoubtedly 
played a role in maintaining the high sales of 45 rpm single records although it 
benefited from a lack of competition, apart from Radio Luxembourg and Manx Radio in 
the Isle of Man. (Independent Local Radio did not begin until October 1973, took many 
years to cover virtually all of the UK and was initially a mixture of music and talk). Alan 
Freeman's "Saturday Rock Show" was voted "Best Radio Show" five years running by 
readers of a national music publication, and was then axed by controller Derek 
Chinnery. 


Annie Nightingale, who joined in 1970, was Britain's first female DJ and is now the 


longest serving presenter, having constantly evolved her musical tastes with the times. 
[15] 


On Thursday, 23 November 1978, the station moved to two new medium wave 
frequencies (275m and 285m), which allowed a major increase in transmitter powers 
and improved coverage of the UK. 247 metres was passed to Radio 3. The station was 
on medium wave only until the early '80s, when it took over the Radio 2 FM frequency 
for a number of hours on weekend afternoons and late weekday evenings. Eventually 
the BBC set up an FM channel specifically for Radio 1 and, after a number of years of 
parallel broadcasting, relinquished the medium wave frequencies. 


1990s[edit] 
This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
es and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC Radio 
1" - news « newspapers « books « scholar " JSTOR (July 2017) (Learn how 
and when to remove this template message) 


In 1992, Radio 1, for the first and only time, even covered a general election. Their 
coverage was presented by Nicky Campbell.2# 


In his last few months as controller, Johnny Beerling commissioned a handful of new 
shows that in some ways set the tone for what was to come under Matthew Bannister. 
One of these "Loud'n'proud" was the UK's first national radio series aimed at a gay 
audience (made in Manchester and was aired from August 1993). Far from being a 
parting quirk, the show was a surprise hit and led to the network's first coverage of the 
large outdoor Gay Pride event in 1994. Bannister took the reins fully in October 1993. 
His aim was to rid the station of its 'Smashie and Nicey' image and make it appeal to 
the under 25s. Although originally launched as a youth station, by the early 1990s, its 
loyal listeners (and DJs) had aged with the station over its 25-year history. Many long- 
standing DJs, such as Simon Bates, Dave Lee Travis, Alan Freeman, Bob Harris, Paul 
Gambaccini Gary Davies, and later Steve Wright, Bruno Brookes and Johnnie Walker left 
the station or were dismissed, and in January 1995 old music (typically anything 
recorded before 1990) was dropped from the daytime playlist. 


Many listeners rebelled as the first new DJs to be introduced represented a crossover 
from other parts of the BBC (notably Bannister and Trevor Dann's former colleagues at 
the BBC's London station, GLR) with Emma Freud and Danny Baker. Another problem 
was that, at the time, Radio 2 was sticking resolutely to a format which appealed mainly 


to those who had been listening since the days of the Light Programme, and commercial 
radio, which was targeting the "Radio 1 and a half" audience, consequently enjoyed a 
massive increase in its audience share at the expense of Radio 1. 


After the departure of Steve Wright, who had been unsuccessfully moved from his long- 
running afternoon show to the breakfast show in January 1994, Bannister hired Chris 
Evans to present the prime morning slot in April 1995. Evans was a popular presenter 
who was eventually dismissed in 1997 after he demanded to present the breakfast 
show for only four days per week. Evans was replaced from 17 February 1997 by Mark 
and Lard - Mark Radcliffe (along with his sidekick Marc Riley), who found the slick, 
mass-audience style required for a breakfast show did not come naturally to them. They 
were replaced by Zoe Ball and Kevin Greening eight months later in October 1997, with 
Greening moving on and leaving Ball as solo presenter. The reinvention of the station 
happened at a fortuitous time, with the rise of Britpop in the mid-90s - bands 

like Oasis, Blur and Pulp were popular and credible at the time and the station's 
popularity rose with them. Documentaries like John Peel's "Lost in Music" which looked 
at the influence that the use of drugs have had over popular musicians received critical 
acclaim but were slated inside Broadcasting House. 


Later in the 1990s the Britpop boom declined, and manufactured chart pop (boy. 

bands and acts aimed at sub-teenagers) came to dominate the charts. New-genre music 
occupied the evenings (indie on weekdays and dance at weekends), with a mix of 
specialist shows and playlist fillers through late nights. The rise of rave culture through 
the late 1980s and early 1990s gave the station the opportunity to move into a 
controversial and youth-orientated movement by bringing in club DJ Pete Tong amongst 
others. There had been a dance music programme on Radio 1 since 1987 and Pete Tong 
was the second DJ to present an all dance music show. This quickly gave birth to 

the Essential Mix where underground DJs mix electronic and club based music in a two- 
hour slot. Dance music has been a permanent feature on Radio 1 since with club DJs 
such as Judge Jules, Danny Rampling and Seb Fontaine all having shows as well as 
Radio 1 hosting an annual weekend in Ibiza. 


2000s[edit] 
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Steve Lamacq, Jo Whiley and Zane Lowe 


Listening numbers continued to decline but the station succeeded in targeting a 
younger age-group and more cross gender groups. Eventually, this change in content 
was reflected by a rise in audience that is continuing to this day. Notably, the station 
has received praise for shows such as The Surgery with Aled, Bobby 

Friction and Nihal, The Evening Session with Steve Lamacq and its successor Zane 
Lowe. Its website has also been well received. 


However, the breakfast show and the UK Top 40 continued to struggle. In 2000, Zoe Ball 
was replaced in the mornings by friend and fellow ladette Sara Cox, but, despite heavy 
promotion, listening figures for the breakfast show continued to fall. In 2004 Cox was 
replaced by Chris Moyles. The newly rebranded breakfast show was known as The Chris 
Moyles Show and it increased its audience, ahead of The Today Programme on Radio 

4 as the second most popular breakfast show (after The Chris Evans Breakfast 

Show hosted by Chris Evans). Moyles continued to use innovative ways to try to tempt 
listeners from the Wake Up to Wogan show. In 2006, for example, creating a SAY NO TO 
WOGAN campaign live on-air. This angered the BBC hierarchy, though the row 
simmered down when it was clear that the 'campaign' had totally failed to alter the 
listening trends of the time - Wogan still increased figures at a faster rate than Moyles. 
The chart show's ratings fell after the departure of long-time host Mark Goodier, amid 
falling single sales in the UK. Ratings for the show fell in 2002 whilst Goodier was still 
presenting the show, meaning that commercial radio's Network Chart overtook it in the 
ratings for the first time. However, the BBC denied he was being sacked. Before July 
2015, when the chart release day was changed to Friday, the BBC show competed with 
networked commercial radio's The Big Top 40 Show which was broadcast at the same 
time. 


Many Djs either ousted by Bannister or who left during his tenure (such as Johnnie 
Walker, Bob Harris and Steve Wright) have joined Radio 2 which has now overtaken 
Radio 1 as the UK's most popular radio station, using a style that Radio 1 had until the 
early 1990s. The success of Moyles' show has come alongside increased success for the 
station in general. In 2006, Djs Chris Moyles, Scott Mills and Zane Lowe all won 

gold Sony Radio Awards, while the station itself came away with the best station award. 


A new evening schedule was introduced in September 2006, dividing the week by 
genre. Monday was mainly pop-funkrock-oriented, Tuesday was R&B and hip-hop, 
Thursdays and Fridays were primarily dance, with specialist R&B and reggae shows. 


Following the death of John Peel in October 2004, Annie Nightingale is now the longest 
serving presenter, having worked there since 1970. 


2010s[edit] 


The licence-fee funding of Radio 1, alongside Radio 2, is often criticised by the 
commercial sector. In the first quarter of 2011 Radio 1 was part of an efficiency review 
conducted by John Myers.“4 His role, according to Andrew Harrison, the chief executive 
of RadioCentre, was "to identify both areas of best practice and possible savings.""4 


The controller of Radio 1 and sister station 1Xtra changed to Ben Cooper on 28 October 
2011, following the departure of Andy Parfitt. Ben Cooper answers to the Director of 
BBC Audio and Music, Tim Davie.“# 


On 7 December 2011, Ben Cooper's first major changes to the station were announced. 
Skream & Benga, Toddla T, Charlie Sloth and Friction replaced Judge Jules, Gilles 
Peterson, Kissy Sell Out and Fabio & Grooverider. A number of shows were shuffled to 
incorporate the new line-up.22 On 28 February 2012, further changes were announced. 
Greg James and Scott Mills swapped shows and Jameela Jamil, Gemma 


Cairney and Danny Howard joined the station. The new line-up of DJs for /n New DJs We 
Trust was also announced with B.Traits, Mosca, Jordan Suckley and Julio Bashmore 
hosting shows on a four weekly rotation.24 This new schedule took effect on Monday, 2 
April 2012. 


In September 2012, Nick Grimshaw replaced Chris Moyles as host of "Radio 1's 
Breakfast Show". Grimshaw previously hosted Mon-Thurs 10pm-Midnight, Weekend 
Breakfast and Sunday evenings alongside Annie Mac. Grimshaw was replaced by Phil 
Taggart and Alice Levine on the 10pm-Midnight show. 


In November 2012, another series of changes were announced. This included the 
departure of Reggie Yates and Vernon Kay. Jameela Jamil was announced as the new 
presenter of The Official Chart. Matt Edmondson moved to weekend mornings with Tom 
Deacon briefly replacing him on Wednesday nights. Dan Howell and Phil Lester, 

famous YouTubers and video bloggers, joined the station. The changes took effect in 
January 2013.2 


Former presenter Sara Cox hosted her last show on Radio 1 in February 2014 before 
moving back to Radio 2. In March 2014, Gemma Cairney left the weekend breakfast 
show to host the weekday early breakfast slot, swapping shows with Dev. 


In September 2014, Radio 1 operated a series of changes to their output which saw 
many notable presenters leave the station - including Edith Bowman, Nihal and Rob da 
Bank. Huw Stephens gained a new show hosting 10 pm - 1 am Monday-Wednesday 
with Alice Levine presenting weekends 1 pm - 4 pm. Radio 1's Residency also expanded 
with Skream joining the rotational line-up on Thursday nights (10 pm - 1 am). 


From December 2014 to April 2016, Radio 1 included a weekly late night show 
presented by a well known Internet personality called The Internet Takeover. Shows 
have been presented by various YouTubers such as Jim Chapman and Hannah Witton.) 


In January 2015, Clara Amfo replaced Jameela Jamil as host of The Official Chart on 
Sundays (4 pm - 7 pm) and in March, Zane Lowe left Radio 1 and was replaced by Annie 
Mac on the new music evening show. 


In May 2015, Fearne Cotton left the station after almost 10 years. Her weekday morning 
show was taken over by Clara Amfo. Adele Roberts also joined the weekday schedule 
line-up, hosting the Early Breakfast show. 


In July 2015, The Official Chart moved to a Friday from 4 pm to 5:45 pm, hosted by Greg 
James. The move took place in order to take into account the changes to the release 
dates of music globally. Cel Spellman joined Radio 1 to host Sunday evenings. 


In September 2017, a new slot namely Radio 1's Greatest Hits was introduced for 
weekends 10am-1pm. The show started on 2 September 2017.2 On 30 September 
2017, Radio 1 celebrated its 50th birthday. Commemorations include a three-day pop- 
up station Radio 1 Vintage celebrating the station's presenters and special on-air 
programmes on the day itself, including a special breakfast show co-presented by the 
station's launch DJ Tony Blackburn, which is also broadcast on BBC Radio 2.24 


In October 2017, another major schedule change was announced. Friction left the 
station. The change features Charlie Sloth gained a new slot called 'The 8th' which aired 
Mon-Thu 9-11pm. Other changes include MistaJam took over Danny Howard on the 
Dance Anthems. Katie Thistleton joined Cel Spellman on Sunday evenings, namely 'Life 
Hacks' (4-6pm) which features content from the Radio 1 Surgery, and Most Played (6- 
7pm). Danny Howard would host a new show on Friday 11pm-lam. Huw Stephens's 
show pushed to 11pm-lam. Kan D Man and DJ Limelight joined the station to host a 
weekly Asian Beats show on Sundays between 1-3am,22 Rene LaVice joined the station 


with the Drum & Bass show on Tuesdays 1-3am. Phil Taggart presented the Hype Chart 
on Tuesdays 3-4am.24 


In February 2018, the first major schedule change of the year happened on the 
weekend. This saw Maya Jama and Jordan North join BBC Radio 1 to present the Radio 
1's Greatest Hits, which would be on Saturday and Sunday respectively. Alice 

Levine moved to the breakfast slot to join Dev. Matt Edmondson would replace Alice 
Levine's original slot in the afternoon and joined by a different guest co-presenter each 
week. The changes took into effect on 24 February 2018.271231 


In April 2018, another major schedule change was made due to the incorporation of 
weekend schedule on Fridays. This means that Nick Grimshaw, Clara Amfo and Greg 
James would host four days in a week. Scott Mills became the new host for The Official 
Chart and Dance Anthems, which replaces Greg James, and Maya Jama would present 
The Radio 1's Greatest Hits on 10am-1pm. Mollie King joined Matt Edmondson officially 
on the 1-4pm slot, namely 'Matt and Mollie’. The changes took into effect on 15 June 
2018.20 


In May 2018, it was announced that Nick Grimshaw would leave the Breakfast Show 
after six years, the second longest run hosting the show in history (only second to Chris 
Moyles). However, Grimshaw did not leave the station, but swapped slots with Greg 
James, who hosted the home time show from 4-7pm weekdays. This change took place 
as of 20 August 2018 for the Radio 1 Breakfast Show (which was then renamed to Radio 
1 Breakfast).24 Nick Grimshaw's show started on 3 September 2018. 


In June 2018, another series of schedule changes was announced. This sees the BBC 
Introducing Show with Huw Stephens on Sundays 11pm-lam. Jack Saunders joined the 
station and presented Radio 1 Indie Show from Mon-Thu 11pm-lam. Other changes 
include the shows rearrangement of Sunday evenings. Phil Taggart's chillest show 
moved to 7-9pm, then followed by The Rock Show with Daniel P Carter at 9-11pm. The 
changes took into effect in September 2018.22 


In October 2018, Charlie Sloth announced that he was leaving Radio 1 and 1Xtra after 
serving the station for nearly 10 years. He was hosting The 8th and The Rap Show at 
that point. His last show was expected to be on 3 November 2018.22! However, Charlie 
had been in the spotlight for storming the stage and delivering a sweary, Kanye West- 
esque rant at the Audio & Radio Industry Awards (ARIAS) on Thursday 18 October 2018, 
which points towards Edith Bowman. Charlie was nominated for best specialist music 
show at the ARIAS - a category he lost out on to Soundtracking with Edith Bowman and 
prompting him to appear on stage during her acceptance." He apologised on Twitter 
regarding this issue and Radio 1 had agreed with Charlie that he will not do the 10 
remaining shows that were originally planned.: This meant that his last show ended on 
18 October 2018. From 20 October 2018 onwards, Seani B filled his The Rap Show slot 
on 9pm-11pm22 and Dev covered "The 8th" beginning 22 October 2018.24 


In the same month, B.Traits announced that she was leaving BBC Radio 1 after six years 
of commitment. She said she feels as though she can no longer devote the necessary 
time needed to make the show the best it can be, and is moving on to focus on new 
projects and adventures. Her last show was on 26 October 2018.22 The Radio 1's 
Essentials Mix is then shifted earlier to Lam-3am, followed by Radio 1's Wind-Down from 
3 am to 6 am. The changes took effect from 2 November 2018 onwards.&4 


At the end of October 2018, Dev's takeover on The 8th resulted in the swapping 
between Matt Edmondson and Mollie King's show with Dev and Alice Levine's show. This 
meant that Matt and Mollie became the new Weekend Breakfast hosts, and Dev 


and Alice became the afternoon show hosts.“ The changes came into effect on 16 
November 2018, 2121 


On 15 November 2018, Radio 1 announced that Tiffany Calver, who has previously 
hosted a dedicated hip-hop show on the new-music station KissFresh, would join the 
station and host the Rap Show. The change took effect from 5 January 2019.“ 


On 26 November 2018, Radio 1 announced that the new hosts for The 8th would be 
those of Kiss 100's breakfast show: Rickie Haywood-Williams, Melvin OQdoom and Charlie 
Hedges. The change took effect in April 2019.“ 


In July 2019 it was announced that there would be 2 new shows on the weekend, the 
weekend early breakfast show and best new pop both of which started on 6th of 
September 2019.43 


The weekend early morning breakfast show would be and is currently hosted by Arielle 
Free. It is broadcast between 4-6 AM on Friday and Saturday and Sunday between 5-7 
AM, “a 


Best new pop would be and is currently hosted by Mollie King and is currently broadcast 
between 6 and 6.30 on a Friday Morning. 


This in turn changed the timing of the Weekend breakfast Show hosted by Mollie 
King and Matt Edmondson which now runs between 6.30 and 10 on Friday and on 
Saturday and Sunday is broadcast between 7AM and 10AM. 


Broadcast[edit] 
Studios[edit] 


From inception for over 20 years, Radio 1 broadcast from an adjacent pair of continuity 
suites (originally Con A and Con B) in the main control room of Broadcasting House. 
These cons were configured to allow DJs to operate the equipment themselves and play 
their own records and jingle cartridges (called self-op). This was a departure from 
traditional BBC practice, where a studio manager would play in discs from the studio 
control cubicle. Due to needle time restrictions, much of the music was played from 
tapes of BBC session recordings. The DJs were assisted by one or more technical 
operators (TOs) who would set up tapes and control sound levels during broadcasts. 


In 1985, Radio 1 moved across the road from Broadcasting House to Egton House. The 
station moved to Yalding House in 1996, and Egton House was demolished in 2003 to 
make way for extension to Broadcasting House. This extension would eventually be 
renamed the Egton Wing, and then the Peel Wing. 


Until recently, the studios were located in the basement of Yalding House (near to BBC 
Broadcasting House) which is on Great Portland Street in central London. They used to 
broadcast from two main studios in the basement; Y2 and Y3 (there is also a smaller 
studio, YP1, used mainly for production). These two main studios (Y2 and Y3) are 
separated by the "Live Lounge", although it is mainly used as an office; there are rarely 
live sets recorded from it, as Maida Vale Studios is used instead for larger set-ups. The 
studios are linked by webcams and windows through the "Live Lounge", allowing DJs to 
see each other when changing between shows. Y2 is the studio from where The Chris 
Moyles Show was broadcast and is also the studio rigged with static cameras for when 
the station broadcasts on the "Live Cam". The station moved there in 1996 from Egton 
House. 


In December 2012, Radio 1 moved from Yalding House to new studios on the 8th floor 
of the new BBC Broadcasting House, Portland Place, just a few metres away from the 
"Peel Wing", formerly the "Egton Wing", which occupies the land on which Egton House 
previously stood: it was renamed the "Peel Wing" in 2012 in honour of the long-serving 
BBC Radio 1 presenter, John Peel, who broadcast on the station from its launch in 1967 
up until his death in 2004. 


Programmes have also regularly been broadcast from other regions, notably The Mark 
and Lard Show, broadcast every weekday from New Broadcasting House, Oxford 

Road, Manchester for over a decade (October 1993 - March 2004) - the longest regular 
broadcast on the network from outside the capital. 


UK analogue frequencies[edit] 


Radio 1 originally broadcast on 1214 kHz medium wave (or 247 metres). On 23 
November 1978, the station was moved to 1053 and 1089 kHz (275 and 285 m), but did 
not broadcast nationally on its own FM frequencies until late 1987. The BBC had been 
allocated three FM frequency ranges in 1955, for the then Light Programme (now BBC 
Radio 2), Third Programme (now BBC Radio 3) and Home Service (now BBC Radio 4) 
stations. Thus when Radio 1 was launched, there was no FM frequency range allocated 
for the station, the official reason being that there was no space, even though no 
commercial stations had yet launched on FM. Because of this, from launch until the end 
of the 1980s Radio 1 was allowed to take over Radio 2's FM transmitters for a few hours 
per week. These were Saturday afternoons, Sunday teatime and evening - most notably 
for the Top 40 Singles Chart on Sunday afternoons; 10 pm to midnight on weeknights 
including Sounds of the Seventies until 1975, and thereafter the John Peel show (Mon- 
Thurs) and the Friday Rock Show; and most Bank Holiday afternoons, when Radio 2 was 
broadcasting a Bank Holiday edition of Sport on 2. 


To coincide with Radio 1's 20th birthday, the first full-time FM broadcast began in the 
London area on 31 October 1987, at low power on 104.8 MHz.“ A year later the FM 
frequencies became national after the police communication allocation changed, freeing 
up what is known today as 97-99 FM, which the BBC acquired. The rollout of Radio 1 on 
FM began on 1 September 1988, starting with Central Scotland, the Midlands and the 
north of England. A month later, to coincide with an extension of broadcast hours, Radio 
1 stopped broadcasting on Radio 2's FM frequencies on weeknights and on Sunday 
evenings and by 1990 all usage of Radio 2's FM frequencies had ended. Radio 1 made 
great efforts to promote its new FM service, renaming itself on-air initially to ‘Radio 1 
FM' and later as '1FM' until 1995. The engineering programme was initially completed in 
1995. 


The Conservative government decided to increase competition on AM and disallowed 
the simulcasting of services on both AM and FM, affecting both BBC and Independent 
Local Radio. Radio 1's medium wave frequencies were reallocated to Independent 
National Radio. Radio 1's last broadcast on MW was on 1 July 1994, with Stephen Duffy's 
"Kiss Me" being the last record played on MW just before 9 am. For those who continued 
to listen, just after 9 am, Radio 1 jingles were played in reverse chronological order 
ending with its first jingle from 30 September 1967. In the initial months after this 
closure a pre-recorded message with Mark Goodier was played to warn listeners that 
Radio 1 was now an "FM-only" station.“# Around this time, Radio 1 began broadcasting 
on spare audio subcarriers on Sky Television's analogue satellite service, initially in 
mono (on UK Gold) and later in stereo (on UK Living). 


Digital distribution[edit] 


The BBC launched its national radio stations on DAB digital radio in 1995, however the 
technology was expensive at the time and so was not marketed, instead used as a test 
for future technologies. DAB was "officially" launched in 2002 as sets became cheaper. 
Today it can also be heard on UK digital TV services Freeview, Virgin Media, Sky and the 
Internet as well as FM. In July 2005, Sirius Satellite Radio began simulcasting Radio 1 
across the United States as channel 11 on its own service and channel 6011 on Dish 
Network satellite TV. Sirius Canada began simulcasting Radio 1 when it was launched on 
1 December 2005 (also on channel 11). The Sirius simulcasts were time shifted five 
hours to allow US and Canadian listeners in the Eastern Time Zone to hear Radio 1 at 
the same time of day as UK listeners. On 12 November 2008, Radio 1 made its debut on 
XM Satellite Radio in both the US and Canada on channel 29, '##t222e4e4 moving to XM 15 
and Sirius 15 on 4 May 2011.“ Until the full station was removed in August 2011, 
Radio 1 was able to be heard by approximately 20.6 million listeners in North America 
on satellite radio alone. BBC Radio 1 can be heard on cable in the Netherlands at 105.10 
FM. 


SiriuSXM cancellation in North America[edit] 
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At midnight on 9 August 2011, Sirius XM ceased carrying BBC Radio 1 programming 
with no prior warning. On 10 August 2011 the BBC issued the following statement: 


The BBC’s commercial arm BBC Worldwide has been in partnership with SIRIUS Satellite 
Radio to broadcast Radio 1 on their main network, since 2005. This agreement has now 
unfortunately come to an end and BBC Worldwide are in current discussions with the 
satellite radio station to find ways to continue to bring popular music channel, BBC 
Radio 1, to the US audience. We will keep you posted.) 


Thousands of angry Sirius XM customers began a campaign on Facebook and other 
social media to reinstate BBC Radio 1 on Sirius XM Radio. One week later, Sirius and 
the BBC agreed on a new carriage agreement that saw Radio 1 broadcast on a time- 
shifted format on the Sirius XM Internet Radio platform only, on channel 815. The 
channel is still unavailable on the satellite platform of the service. 


Starting on 15 January 2012, The Official Chart Show began broadcasting on 
SiriusXM 200n20 channel 3, at 4 pm and 9 pm Eastern Standard Time.™! 


On 19 August 2014, SiriusXM again stopped carrying BBC Radio 1 programming with no 
advanced notice. The stream is no longer available on the Internet Radio platform. 


Regionalisation[edit] 


From 1999 until 2012, Radio 1 split the home nations for localised programming in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, to allow the broadcast of a showcase programme 
for regional talent. Most recently, these shows were under the BBC Introducing brand. 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland had their own shows, which were broadcast on a 
3-week rotational basis in England. 


From January 2011 until June 2012, Scotland's show was presented by Ally McCrae. 

551 Previously it was hosted by Vic Galloway (who also presents for BBC Radio Scotland); 
who had presented the show solo since 2004, after his original co-host Gill Mills 
departed. 


Wales's show was hosted by Jen Long between January 2011 until May 2012. 

54 Previously Bethan Elfyn occupied the slot, who had at one time hosted alongside Huw 
Stephens, until Stephens left to join the national network, although he still broadcasts 
a show for Wales - a Welsh-language music show on BBC Radio Cymru on Thursday 
evenings) 


Phil Taggart presented the Northern Ireland programme between November 2011 and 
May 2012. The show was formerly presented by Rory McConnell. Before joining the 
national network, Colin Murray was a presenter on The Session in Northern Ireland, 
along with Donna Legge;! after Murray's promotion to the network Legge hosted 
alone for a time, and on her departure McConnell took her place. 


The regional opt-outs originally went out from 8 pm to 10 pm on Thursdays (the Evening 
Session's time slot) and were known as the "Session in the Nations" (the "Session" tag 
was later dropped due to the demise of the Evening Session); they later moved to run 
from 7:30 pm to 9 pm, with the first half-hour of Zane Lowe's programme going out 
across the whole of the UK. On 18 October 2007 the regional programmes moved to a 
Wednesday night/Thursday morning slot from midnight to 2 am under the BBC 
Introducing banner, allowing Lowe's Thursday show to be aired across the network; 
prior to this change Huw Stephens had presented the Wednesday midnight show 
nationally. In January 2011, BBC Introducing was moved to the new time slot of 
midnight to 2 am on Monday mornings, and the Scottish and Welsh shows were given 
new presenters in the form of Ally McCrae and Jen Long. 


The opt-outs were only available to listeners on the FM frequencies. Because of the way 
the DAB and digital TV services of Radio 1 are broadcast (a single-frequency network on 
DAB and a single broadcast feed of Radio 1 on TV platforms), the digital version of the 
station was not regionalised. 


The BBC Trust announced in May 2012 that the regional music programmes on Radio 1 
would be replaced with a single programme offering a UK-wide platform for new music 
as part of a series of cost-cutting measures across the BBC. In June 2012, the regional 
shows ended and were replaced by a single BBC /ntroducing show presented by Jen 
Long and Ally McCrae. 


Content[edit] 
Music[edit] 


Because of its youth-orientated nature, Radio 1 plays a broad mix of current and 
potential future hits, including independent/alternative, hip 

hop, rock, dance/electronica and pop. This made the station stand out from other top 
40 stations, both in the UK and across the world. 


Due to restrictions on the amount of commercial music that could be played on radio in 
the UK until 1988 (the "needle time" limitation) the station has recorded many live 
performances. Studio sessions (recordings of about four tracks made in a single day), 
also supplemented the live music content, many of them finding their way to 
commercially available LPs and CDs. The sessions recorded for John Peel's late night 
programme are particularly renowned. 


The station also broadcasts documentaries and interviews. Although this type of 
programming arose from necessity it has given the station diversity. The needletime 
restrictions meant the station tended to have a higher level of speech by DJs. While the 
station is often criticised for "waffling" by presenters, an experimental "more music day" 
in 1988 was declared a failure after only a third of callers favoured it. 


News and current affairs[edit] 
Main article: Newsbeat 


Radio 1 has a public service broadcasting obligation to provide news, which it fulfills 
through Newsbeat bulletins throughout the day. Shared with 1Xtra, short news 
summaries are provided roughly hourly on the half-hour during daytime hours with two 
additional 15-minute bulletins at select times. The main presenter is Ben Mundy, with 
Roisin Hastie presenting during Radio 1's breakfast hours, 


Online visualisation and social media[edit] 


In recent years Radio 1 has utilised social media to help reach a younger audience. 
Its YouTube channel now has over 5 million subscribers. The highest viewed videos on 
the channel are predominately live music performances from the Live Lounge. 


The station also has a heavy presence on social media, with audience interaction 
occurring through Facebook and Twitter as well as text messaging. 


It was announced in 2013 that Radio 1 had submitted plans to launch its own dedicated 
video channel on the BBC iPlayer! where videos of live performances as well as some 
features and shows would be streamed in a central location. Plans were approved by 
the BBC Trust in November 2014 and the channel launched on 10 November 2014. 


Special programming[edit] 
Bank Holiday programming[edit] 


Radio 1 provides alternative programming on some Bank Holidays. Programmes have 
included 'The 10 Hour Takeover', a request-based special, in which the DJs on air would 
encourage listeners to select any available track to play, 'One Hit Wonder Day' and ‘The 
Chart of the Decade' where the 150 biggest selling singles in the last 10 years were 
counted down and played in full. 


Anniversary programming[edit] 


On Sunday 30 September 2007, Radio 1 celebrated its 40th birthday. To mark this 
anniversary Radio 1 hosted a week of special features, including a re-creation of Simon 
Bates' Golden Hour, and 40 different artists performing 40 different covers, one from 
each year since Radio 1 was established. On Saturday 30 September 2017, Radio 1 
celebrated its 50th birthday. Tony Blackburn recreated the first ever Radio 1 broadcast 
on Radio 2, simulcast on pop-up station Radio 1 Vintage, followed by The Radio 1 
Breakfast Show celebration, tricast on Radio 1, Radio 2 and Radio 1 Vintage, presented 
by Tony Blackburn and Nick Grimshaw, featuring former presenters as guests Simon 
Mayo, Sara Cox and Mike Read.=! 


Charity[edit] 
Radio 1 regularly supports charities Comic Relief, Sport Relief and Children in Need. 


On 18 March 2011, BBC's Radio 1 longest-serving breakfast DJ Chris Moyles and 
sidekick Dave Vitty broadcast for 52 hours as part of a Guinness World Record attempt, 
in aid of Comic Relief. The pair stayed on air for 52 hours in total setting a new world 
record for 'Radio DJ Endurance Marathon (Team)’ after already breaking Simon Mayo's 
12-year record for Radio 1's Longest Show of 37 hours which he set in 1999, also for 
Comic Relief. 


The presenters started on 16 March 2011 and came off air at 10:30 am on 18 March 
2011. During this Fearne Cotton made a bet with DJ Chris Moyles that if they raise over 
£2,000,000 she will appear on the show in a swimsuit. After passing the £2,000,000 
mark, Cotton appeared on the studio webcam in a stripy monochrome swimsuit. The 
appearance of Cotton between 10:10 am and 10:30 am caused the Radio 1 website to 
crash due to a high volume of traffic. 


In total the event raised £2,622,421 for Comic Relief. 
Drama[edit] 


In 1981, Radio 1 broadcast a radio adaptation of the space opera film, Star Wars. The 
13-episode serial was adapted for radio by the author Brian Daley and directed by John 
Madden, and was a co-production between the BBC and the American Broadcaster NPR. 


(71) 


In 1994, Radio 1 broadcast a radio adaptation of the Batman comic book storyline 
Knightfall, as part of the Marc Goodier show, featuring Michael Gough recreating his 
movie role as Alfred. Later that same year, Radio 1 also broadcast a re-edited version 
of the Radio 4 Superman radio drama.” 


Events[edit] 
Radio 1 Roadshows[edit] 


The Radio 1 Roadshow, which usually involved Radio 1 DJs and pop stars travelling 
around popular UK seaside destinations, began in 1973,” hosted by Alan 

Freeman in Newquay, Cornwall, with the final one held at Heaton Park, Manchester in 
1999. Although the Roadshow attracted large crowds and the style changed with the 
style of the station itself—such as the introduction of whistlestop audio postcards of 
each location in 1994 ("2minuteTour")—they were still rooted in the older style of the 
station, and therefore fit for retirement. 


BBC Radio 1's Big Weekend[edit] 
Main article: Radio 1's Big Weekend 


In March 2000, Radio 1 decided to change the Roadshow format, renaming it One Big 
Sunday in the process. Several of these Sundays were held in large city-centre parks. In 
2003, the event changed again and was rebranded One Big Weekend, with each event 
occurring biannually and covering two days. Under this name, it visited Derry in 
Northern Ireland, as part of the Music Lives campaign, and Perry Park in Birmingham. 


The most recent change occurred in 2005 when the event was yet again renamed and 
the decision taken to hold only one per year, this time as Radio 1's Big Weekend. 
Venues under this title have included Herrington Country Park, Camperdown Country 


Park, Moor Park-which was the first Weekend to feature a third stage-Mote 
Park, Lydiard Park, Bangor and Carlisle Airport. 


Tickets for each Big Weekend are given away free of charge, making it the largest free 
ticketed music festival in Europe.2 


BBC Radio 1's Big Weekend was replaced by a larger festival in 2012, named ‘Radio 1's 
Hackney Weekend’, with a crowd capacity of 100,000. The Hackney Weekend took 
place over the weekend of 23-24 June 2012 in Hackney Marshes, Hackney, London. The 
event was to celebrate the 2012 Cultural Olympiad in London and had artists such 

as Rihanna, Jay-Z and Florence and the Machine.” 


In 2013, Radio 1's Big Weekend returned to Derry as part of the City of Culture 2013 
celebrations. So far, Derry is the only city to have hosted the Big Weekend twice. 


In May 2014, Radio 1's Big Weekend was held in Glasgow, Scotland. Acts which played 
at the event included Rita Ora, The 1975, Katy Perry, Jake Bugg and Pharrell Williams. 
The event was opened on the Friday with a dance set in George Square, featuring Radio 
1 Dance DJs such as Danny Howard and Pete Tong, and other well-known acts such 

as Martin Garrix and Tiesto. 


In 2015, the event was held in Norwich and featured performances from the likes 
of Taylor Swift, Muse, David Guetta, Years & Years and others. 


2016 saw the event make its way to Exeter. It was headlined by Coldplay who closed 
the weekend on the Sunday evening. 


The event was in Hull in 2017 and saw performances by artists such as Zara 
Larsson, Shawn Mendes, Stormzy, Katy Perry, Little Mix, Sean Paul, Rita Ora, The 
Chainsmokers, Clean Bandit and Kings of Leon.#! 


In 2018 to take advantage of Glastonbury Festival's fallow year, 4 separate Big 
Weekends were held simultaneously between 25 and 28 May. Stylized as "BBC Music's 
Biggest Weekend", events were held in Swansea (with a line-up curated by Radio 

1), Coventry and Perth (both curated by Radio 2) and Belfast (curated by Radio 6). 
Tickets sold out for the Swansea, Perth and Coventry Big Weekends. 


Ibiza Weekend[edit] 


Radio 1 has annually held a dance music weekend broadcast live from Ibiza since the 
1990s. The weekend is usually the first weekend in August and has performances from 
world-famous DJs and Radio 1's own dance music talent such as Pete Tong and Annie 
Mac. 


BBC Radio 1's Teen AwardsS[edit] 


Since 2008 Radio 1 has held an annual event for teenagers aged 14 to 17 years. 
Originally named BBC Switch Live, the first event was held on 12 October 2008 at 

the Hammersmith Apollo. The event has been hosted by various Radio 1 DJs and guest 
co-hosts. 


In 2010 the event was renamed 'BBC Radio 1's Teen Awards’, and includes awards 
given to celebrities and particularly inspirational young people. Now hosted at Wembley 
Arena, the event has included guests such as One Direction, Tinie Tempah, Fall Out 
Boy and Jessie J. 


The 2014 event took place on 19 October and was hosted by Nick Grimshaw and Rita 
Ora.) 


The 2015 event took place on 8 November and was hosted by Nick Grimshaw and Demi 
Lovato at Wembley Arena. 


The 2016 event took place on 23 October and was hosted by Nick Grimshaw and Dua 
Lipa.@u 


The 2017 event took place on 22 October and was hosted by Nick Grimshaw and Rita 
Ora. 


The 2018 event took place on 21 October and was hosted by Greg James, Mollie 
King and Maya Jama. 


Edinburgh Festival[edit] 


Radio 1 often has a presence at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Past events have 
included 'The Fun and Filth Cabaret' and ‘Scott Mills: The Musical’. 


Europe's Biggest Dance Showl[edit] 


On Friday 11th October 2019 Radio 1 joined forces with several European radio stations, 
all other members of the European Broadcasting Union, including Swedish SR P3, 
German 1LIVE and RBB Fritz, Belgian VRT Studio Brussel, Irish RTE 2fm, French Radio 
France Mouv and Dutch NPO 3FM headed up by British BBC Radio 1 for a special 
simulcast show named "Europe's Biggest Dance Show". ! The show started at 7pm UK 
time and the format was that every country involved would takeover for 1 hour of the 7 
hour show, showcasing some of their countries' best dance music starting off with Annie 
Mac for Radio 1. The German hour was shared with 30mins being broadcast by 1LIVE 

in Köln and 30mins by Radio Fritz in Berlin. Most stations chose to feature at least 1 live 
DJ set, with Radio 1 having DJ Jax Jones live in the mix. The show reached an estimated 
18 million listeners £, Each participant station linked to Radio 1 where BBC staff mixed 
the show at New Broadcasting House in London, the mixed show was then sent back out 
to the participating stations to broadcast, Radio 1 Head of Programmes Aled Haydn- 
Jones said before the show "This is going to be a real radio event! Having seven 
countries showcasing the best dance music from their country is absolutely the best 
way it can delivered. I’m proud BBC Radio 1 partnered with seven other radio stations 
and | can’t wait to hear it!”3), 


See also[edit] 


e List of BBC radio stations 
e Radio 1 Podcasts 

e Musicube 

e BBC Radio 
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A timeline of notable events relating to BBC Radio 1, a British national radio station 
which began in September 1 


1960s[edit] 


e 1967 
o 30 September - BBC Radio 1 launches at 7 am with Tony Blackburn's Daily Disc 
Delivery show. He welcomes listeners to "the exciting new sound of Radio 1" and 
then plays the station's first track: The Move's "Flowers in the Rain". John 
Peel, Stuart Henry, Simon Dee, Terry Wogan, Jimmy Young, Tommy Vance, 
and Emperor Rosko join. 
o 1 October - The first Peel Session takes place, featuring psychedelic rock 
band Tomorrow. 
e 1968 
o January - Tony Blackburn stops presenting the breakfast show on Saturdays. 
Rather than replace him, BBC Radio 1 simulcasts the entirety of The Radio 2 


Breakfast Show. 
o Kenny Everett and Ed Stewart join. 
e 1969 


o April - Johnnie Walker begins his first stint at BBC Radio 1, as he joins the 
station. He had three stints at the station until 1995. 
o Dave Lee Travis and Noel Edmonds join, and Simon Dee leaves. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 


o 8 February - Annie Nightingale makes her debut and becomes the station's first 
female presenter. 

o July - Kenny Everett was dismissed after making cheeky remarks about 
the Transport Minister's wife following a news item. 

o Bob Harris joins. 

1971 

o BBC Radio 1 launches its first promotion badges using the slogan "Go Radio 1 
Better on 247". 

o BBC Radio 1 airs its first documentary, The Elvis Presley Story, narrated by Wink 
Martindale. 

1972 

o April - Terry Wogan leaves the station to join BBC Radio 2. 

o Alan Freeman joins. 

1973 

o 8 April - Kenny Everett briefly returns before moving to Capital Radio and BBC 
Radio 2. 

o 1 June - Tony Blackburn presents his final Breakfast Show, having fronted the 
show since the station went on air in 1967. 

o 4 June - Noel Edmonds takes over as presenter with Tony moving to the mid- 
morning slot, taking over from Jimmy Young, who leaves the station to join BBC 
Radio 2. One of the new features of Tony's show is The Golden Hour, an hour of 
records that charted in the same year. 

o 27 June - Tommy Vance leaves the station for a while to join Capital Radio. 

o 23 July - The first Radio 1 Roadshow takes place, broadcast from Newquay, 
Cornwall and hosted by Alan Freeman. 

o 10 September - Newsbeat bulletins air for the first time. and Richard 
Skinner joins the station as one of the new programme's presenters. 

1974 

o BBC Radio 1 hosts its first "Fun Day". 


o Stuart Henry leaves, and Paul Gambaccini joins. 

1975 

o 6 January - Broadcasting hours are reduced due to budget cuts at the BBC. All 
evening programming stops on BBC Radio 1 and the station simulcasts BBC 
Radio 2 every evening from 7pm. Consequently, Sounds of the 70s ends and Bob 
Harris leaves the station for a while. Also the weekday afternoon programme, 
presented by David Hamilton, is broadcast on both stations and John Peel's show 
is moved to the drivetime slot. 

o 11 January - Alan Freeman broadcasts a live performance by Pink Floyd which 
featured a performance of The Dark Side of the Moon in its entirety. The 
performance was recorded at the Empire Pool on 16 November 1974. 

o September - The first edition of The Sunday Request Show is broadcast, hosted 
by Annie Nightingale. The show runs until 1979 before being re-introduced in 
1982, running until May 1994. 

o 25 September - The final edition of Top Gear is broadcast. 

o 27 September - Paul Gambaccini, who joined the station the previous year, 
presents his first American chart countdown programme. 

o 29 September - Some late weeknight evening programming returns and John 
Peel's show moves back to late evenings. For this, BBC Radio 1 'borrows' BBC 
Radio 2's VHF/FM frequencies on weeknights again (having previously done so 
from October 1971 to December 1974, for shows hosted by Peel, Annie 
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Nightingale and Bob Harris among others). This one hour on weeknights is the 
only time of the evening that BBC Radio 1 broadcasts its own programmes, 
and BBC Radio 1 now ends weekday transmissions an hour earlier, at 6pm. 
Mike Smith joins. 


1976 
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JAM Creative Productions begins at 20-year relationship with BBC Radio 1 when it 
produces its first set of jingles for the station. Previously, BBC Radio 1's jingles 
had been produced by PAMS. 

2 May - BBC Radio 1 launches Playground - a "magazine programme of special 
interest to young listeners." The new programme incorporates Young Ideas in 
Action which had previously been broadcast as part of Junior Choice. 

May - Simon Bates joins, and gets his first regular show. 

September - Emperor Rosko leaves the station to return to America. 

December - The first Festive Fifty is revealed by John Peel. 

David Jensen joins, and Johnnie Walker leaves for a while for America. 
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4 April - BBC Radio 1 extends its weeknight broadcasting hours. The station's 
daytime weekday programmes are extended by an hour to 7pm and the John 
Peel show is also extended by an hour, to two hours. Consequently, Radio 1 now 
borrows Radio 2's VHF/FM frequencies for two hours each weeknight - between 
10pm and midnight. 

28 November - From today, BBC Radio 1 has its own all-day weekday schedule 
with the launch of a new afternoon programme presented by Tony 

Blackburn; David Hamilton's show, simulcast on both stations since January 
1975, moves to BBC Radio 2 only. Tony is replaced on mid-mornings by Simon 
Bates. Consequently, BBC Radio 1 now has its own all-day schedule on 
weekdays. However the station continues to simulcast BBC Radio 2 each night 
from 7pm, apart from the weekday late night John Peel's programme. 

Peter Powell joins. 


1978 
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Mike Read and Adrian Juste join, and Mike Smith and Alan Freeman both leave 
for a while to join Capital Radio. 

28 April - Noel Edmonds steps down from Breakfast Show hosting. 

2 May - Dave Lee Travis takes over as presenter of the Breakfast 

Show™ and David Jensen takes over the drivetime slot. 

12 November - The Sunday teatime chart show is extended from a Top 20 
countdown to a Top 40 countdown. Simon Bates is the presenter, having taken 
over as host from Tom Browne earlier in the year. 

17 November - Tommy Vance, one of the station's original presenters, rejoins 
the station to present a new programme, The Friday Rock Show. 

“1 Consequently, John Peel is now on air four nights a week instead of five. 

23 November - Radio 1 moves from 247m (1214 kHz) to 275 & 285m (1053 & 
1089 kHz) medium wave as part of a plan to improve national AM reception, and 
to conform with the Geneva Frequency Plan of 1975.51 

22 December - Industrial action at the BBC by the ABS union, which started the 
previous day, extends to radio when the radio unions join their television 
counterparts by going on strike, forcing the BBC to merge its four national radio 
networks into one national radio station from 4pm, named the BBC All Network 
Radio Service. The strike is settled shortly before 10pm on the same day, with 


the unions and BBC management reaching an agreement at the government's 
industrial disputes arbitration service, Acas,™usi201 


1979 
Annie Nightingale's request show leaves the airwaves for a while. 


o 29 January - BBC Radio 1 begins its delayed weeknight mid-evening programme, 
with Andy Peebles joining the station to host the new programme. It had 
originally been scheduled to launch on 13 November 1978 but was delayed as a 
result of trade union disputes. 

o 26 August - Simon Bates steps down from Sunday Top 40 hosting. 

o 2 September - Tony Blackburn replaces Simon Bates as host of the Sunday Top 
40. 

1980s[edit] 
e 1980 

o 5 January - Tony Blackburn replaces Ed Stewart as host of Junior Choice, as Ed 
himself leaves the station to join BBC Radio 2, and Steve Wright joins the station 
to present the Saturday evening show. 

o 31 March - BBC Radio 1's broadcast hours are cut back. The station starts 
broadcasting on weekdays an hour later and Saturday evening programming 
ends. The station simulcasts BBC Radio 2 during this additional downtime 
although by the end of the year BBC Radio 1 has stopped broadcasting BBC 
Radio 2 through the night. 

o 6 December - Andy Peebles interviews John Lennon and Yoko Ono in New York 
City, two days before Lennon is assassinated. 

e 1981 

o 2 January - Dave Lee Travis steps down from Breakfast Show hosting 

o 5 January - Mike Read succeeds Dave Lee Travis as presenter of the Breakfast 
Show. 

o September - Steve Wright, who joined the station the previous year, takes over 
the weekday afternoon slot, thereby launching Steve Wright in the Afternoon. 
His new show brings the zoo format to the UK. 

o 27 December - Tony Blackburn steps down from the Sunday Top 40 hosting. 

e 1982 

o 3 January - Tommy Vance replaces Tony Blackburn as host of the Sunday Top 40 
show. 

o 27 February - The final editions of Junior Choice and Playground are broadcast. 

o 6 March- 
= Following the ending of Junior Choice, the weekend breakfast show is 

renamed as Radio 1's Weekend Breakfast Show. Children's requests continue 
to be a mainstay of the show and Maggie Philbin and Keith Chegwin join Tony 
Blackburn as co-presenters. 

o 4 December - The transmission time lost in March 1980 is regained. Programmes 


once again begin at 6 am, finally ending all simulcasts between BBC Radio 

1 and BBC Radio 2.2% Mike Smith returns to the station - he had been a 
presenter and producer in 1975 - to present the new weekday early show. 
Weekend early shows are introduced with Adrian John and Pat Sharp joining the 
station to host the new programmes. The station also recommences Saturday 
evening broadcasting with Janice Long and Gary Davies also joining the station 
to present the new shows. Programming is also extended by two hours on 


1983 

o 28 February - Adrian John takes over the weekday early show from Mike Smith. 

o March - Noel Edmonds leaves. 

o 1 October - Mark Page joins the station to present the weekend early show. 

421 and Pat Sharp leaves. 

o 18 December - Sounds of Jazz is broadcast on BBC Radio 1 for the final time. 
From the new year the show is broadcast on Radio 2. 

1984 

o 1 January - Robbie Vincent joins the station on permanent basis to present a 
Sunday evening soul music show. 

o 8 January - Simon Bates returns to the Sunday teatime Top 40 programme, but 
only for a few months as Richard Skinner will take over as host on 30 September. 

o 26 March - Gary Davies replaces Mike Smith as host of the weekday lunchtime 
programme, as Mike himself leaves for a while to present BBC TV's Breakfast 
Time.) 

o David Jensen leaves the station to join Capital Radio, and is replaced on the mid- 
evening show by Janice Long. 

o 10 September - Bruno Brookes joins, and replaces Peter Powell as presenter of 
the teatime show. 

o 23 September - Tony Blackburn, the first voice heard on Radio 1, presents his 
final show as he leaves the station.“ 

o 29 September - The weekend breakfast show is revamped with Peter 
Powell replacing Tony Blackburn as the presenter.2= The children's requests 
element of the show is dropped.2# 

o 30 September - Richard Skinner replaces Simon Bates as the host of the Sunday 
teatime Top 40 programme. 

1985 

o 31 March - Ranking Miss P becomes the station's first black female DJ where she 
begins presenting the station's first reggae programme. This was her first 
appearance on the station, however, as she had been sitting in for other 
presenters for the past year. 

o 6 July - Andy Kershaw joins.24 

o 13 July - BBC Radio 1 broadcasts full, live coverage of the Live Aid pop concerts. 

o Johnny Beerling replaces Derek Chinnery as station controller. 

1986 

o February - Paul Gambaccini presents his final American chart programme, as 
leaves for a while after presenting the programme for the previous decade. 

o 13 April - Bruno Brookes takes over as the host of the The Official Chart. 

o 18 April - Mike Read presents his final Breakfast Show after five years in the hot 
seat. 

o 3 May - Simon Mayo joins. 

o 5 May - Mike Smith rejoins the station for the last time, after spending the past 
two years working for BBC TV, to take over the Breakfast Show from Mike Read. 
481 The same day also sees BBC Radio 1 begin broadcasting on weekdays 30 
minutes earlier, at 5:30 am. 

o Richard Skinner leaves the station to join Capital Radio. 


Sunday evenings with Annie Nightingale's request show returning to the 
airwaves after three years away. Thus BBC Radio 1 is now on air daily from 6 am 
until midnight. 


1987 


(0) 


17 January - Johnnie Walker rejoins the station to present a new Saturday 
afternoon programme The Stereo Sequence.“ The programme, which runs for 5 
1/2 hours, incorporates the previous stand-alone Saturday afternoon shows, 
including the weekly look at the American charts, which is shortened to an hour. 
4 October - From this day, the new The Official Chart is released on the Sunday 
afternoon chart show. Previously, the programme had played songs from the 
chart which had been released the previous Tuesday. 

31 October - BBC Radio 1 begins launching its FM frequency, starting in London, 
initially on 104.8 MHz before moving to the 97-99 frequency range allocated to 
the station. 

8 November - Bruno Brookes reveals the 600th UK No. 1 single on the The 
Official Chart as "China in Your Hand" by T'Pau. Over the following three weeks, 
and to mark the musical milestone, Radio 1 plays all 600 single to have reached 
number one since the UK Singles Chart was launched in 1952. 

Nicky Campbell , Liz Kershaw and Mark Goodier join and Janice Long leaves. 


1988 


(0) 


January - The station has a "More Music Day" which limited presenter chat to 

news, weather and travel. Designed as an answer to those who thought that DJs 

talk too much, it has not been repeated. 

May - Johnnie Walker ends his second stint at the station as he leaves for a 

while, and Roger Scott joins the station. and takes over as host of The Stereo 

Sequence. 

23 May - Simon Mayo takes over from Mike Smith as presenter of the Breakfast 

Show, as Simon himself also brings the zoo format to the UK, and as Mike 

himself leaves the station. 2424 

1 September - 

= The Radio 1 FM ‘switch on' day which sees three new transmitters brought 
into service covering central Scotland, the north of England and the 
Midlands. With 65% of the UK now covered by the station's new FM 
frequency, the pop group Bros fly around the country in a helicopter to 
encourage listeners to switch over. 

= To co-inside with the switch-ons, Top of the Pops is simulcast on the station 
for the first time giving listeners the chance to hear the programme in 
stereo. 221 

25 September - Peter Powell leaves? and the following weekend Liz 

Kershaw and Mark Goodier launch an extended weekend breakfast show, which 

starts at the earlier time of 6 am, dropping the early show as Nicky 

Campbell moves to weekdays. 

29 September - 

= BBC Radio 1 'borrows' BBC Radio 2's FM frequencies on a weeknight for the 
final time. 

= BBC Radio 1 starts broadcasting on FM in South Wales and the west of 
England.2 

1 October - 

= BBC Radio 1 extends broadcasting hours, closing down at 2 am instead of 
midnight. This results in a new weekday evening schedule with John 
Peel moving to an earlier evening slot, Nicky Campbell taking over the late 
show and Richard Skinner rejoins the station after two years with Capital 
Radio to host the new midnight to 2 am show. 

= The Stereo Sequence is renamed The Saturday Sequence. 


o 24 November - BBC Radio 1 starts broadcasting on FM 
in Belfast and Oxfordshire, with a simulcast of Top of the Pops.2=, To mark the 
event, the next day's breakfast show and Simon Bates programmes are 
broadcast live from the two areas.2 

o jackie Brambles joins. 

e 1989 

o 15 and 16 January - Alan Freeman rejoins the station to revive his Pick of the 
Pops and The Rock Show radio shows. 

o 1 April - BBC Radio 1 starts broadcasting slightly earlier each morning and is 
now on air between 5 am and 2 am seven days a week. Tim Smith joins the 
station to host the new weekend early show, and Bruno Brookes replaces Mark 
Goodier as host of weekend breakfast with co-host Liz Kershaw. 

o 3 July - Simon Bates and producer Jonathan Ruffle set off on an 80-day 
circumnavigation of the world to raise money for Oxfam. Their progress is 
charted in a broadcast each weekday morning.24 

o 29 September - Adrian John leaves the station after presenting the weekday 
early show for the past six years. He is replaced by Jackie Brambles, (who joined 
the station the previous year). 

o 8 October - Roger Scott hosts his final show, and leaves the station before his 
death. 

o 31 October - Bob Harris rejoins the station as Roger Scott's Sunday late show 
replacement. 

o 19 December - BBC Radio 1 starts transmitting on FM across the whole of south- 
east England (replacing the temporary London transmitter), in East Anglia, 2# in 
north Cumbria and south Scotland 2 and in the Cardigan Bay area." 

o 30 December - BBC Radio 1 broadcasts on BBC Radio 2's FM frequencies on 
Saturday afternoons for the final time. 

o December - At the end of the year, Robbie Vincent leaves. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 

o 8 January - 

= Anew 30 minute news programme News 90 replaces the teatime edition 
of Newsbeat. 
= Anew jingles package called "Music Radio for the 90s" is launched. 

o 11 February - BBC Radio 1 starts broadcasting on FM in most of south west 
England.24 

o 17 March - Gary King joins the station, to take over the early breakfast show, 
initially replacing Tim Smith at weekends before moving to the weekday early 
show to replace Jackie Brambles, who moves to the weekday drivetime show. 

o 25 March - BBC Radio 1 'borrows' BBC Radio 2's FM frequencies for the final 
time. 

o 12 April - BBC Radio 1 starts broadcasting on FM throughout north east England 
(having previously had a low-power transmitter for Newcastle upon Tyne for a 
period) and as this area is a renowned heartland of heavy rock music, Tommy 
Vance hosts a special Friday Rock Show live from Newcastle to mark the 
occasion. 


o 24 May - BBC Radio 1 begins FM transmission in central southern England with 
a Steve Wright show outside broadcast from Goodwood Racecourse.#! Also 
during 1990, the transmitters established in 1988 move to higher power. 

o September - Ranking Miss P leaves. 

o 30 September - Mark Goodier replaces Bruno Brookes as host of BBC Radio 1's 
Top 40 show. 

o 1 October - A shake-up of the station's evening schedules sees the debut of a 
"new music" show The Evening Session. Consequently, John Peel's show is 
moved to the weekend. 

o Paul Gambaccini rejoins. 

1991 

o Lynn Parsons, Mark Radcliffe and Marc Riley join, and Richard Skinner leaves. 

o 6 January - For the first time, BBC Radio 1's Sunday chart show plays all 40 
tracks and the show is renamed as The Complete Top 40. This becomes 
possible due to an extension of the programme's duration - starting half an hour 
earlier at 4:30 pm. 

o 11 January - The Essential Selection, presented by Pete Tong, debuts, as Pete 
himself joins the station. It replaces Jeff Young's Big Beat, which had launched in 
1987 as Radio 1's first dance music programme. 

o second half of January - BBC Radio 1 broadcasts a 24-hour service during the 
early stages of the Gulf War. It also keeps listeners up to date with news of the 
War via bulletins broadcast every 30 minutes. 

o 1 May - BBC Radio 1 begins broadcasting a 24-hour service on a permanent 
basis, but only on FM - the station's MW frequencies are switched off each night 
between midnight and 6 am. 

o 5-30 August - Phil Collins, The Pet Shop Boys, Jason Donovan and Whitney 
Houston are Bates's Mates, who deputised for Simon Bates on BBC Radio 1.25! 

o 29 August - Top of the Pops simulcasts on BBC Radio 1 for the last time, the 
programme introduced by Jackie Brambles. 

o 27 September - Mike Read leaves. 

o 28 September - Johnnie Walker rejoins for the third and final time, to begin his 
third stint as the station's Saturday afternoon presenter.24 He replaces Mike 
Read and Richard Skinner. 

o Tim Smith leaves and Paul McKenna joins, but later leaves. 

1992 

o 21 February - Gary Davies presents his final 'bit in the middle.' Jackie 
Brambles will replace Davies as host of the weekday lunchtime show on 24 
February. 

o 24 February - Jackie Brambles presents her first ever weekday lunchtime show. 

o 9 March - BBC Radio 1 undergoes a schedule revamp, with several changes at 
the weekend, including Gary Davies becoming host of the weekend breakfast 
show. Gary King, Liz Kershaw, and Andy Peebles leave. The changes also see 
the introduction of a new jingles package, based on the theme Closer to the 
Music. 

o 15 March - 


= Chris Evans makes his BBC Radio 1 debut as he joins the station, presenting 
a short-lived Sunday early afternoon show called Too Much Gravy. He leaves 
for a while in September to become a co-presenter of Channel 4's new 
breakfast show The Big Breakfast. 


(0) 


(0) 


= Bruno Brookes begins his second stint as host of the UK Top 40 programme. 
The programme is extended once again and now airs from 4 pm until 7 pm.22 

20 April - The Freddie Mercury Tribute Concert for AIDS Awareness, an open-air 

concert in tribute to the late Freddie Mercury (who died last year) is held 

at London's Wembley Stadium. The concert is broadcast on BBC Two and BBC 

Radio 1 in the UK, and televised worldwide.) 

30 August - 100,000 people attend Radio 1's biggest ever Roadshow to 

celebrate the 25th anniversary of the station. The event, held at Sutton Park in 

the West Midlands, features live performances from bands including Del 

Amitri, Aswad, The Farm and Status Quo.“ 

27 December - Pick of the Pops is broadcast on BBC Radio 1 for the final time. 


1993 


(0) 


(0) 


March - After nearly 15 years of presenting The Friday Rock Show, Tommy 
Vance leaves to go to new station Virgin 1215, and Claire Sturgess joins the 
station and takes over as presenter.“ 
18 April - The Official 1 FM Album Chart show is broadcast for the first time. 
Presented by Lynn Parsons, the 60-minute programme is broadcast on Sunday 
evenings, straight after the Top 40 singles chart. 
8 August - Dave Lee Travis resigns on air, and leaves the station stating that he 
could not agree with changes that were being made to Radio 1. Travis told his 
audience that changes were afoot that he could not tolerate "and I really want to 
put the record straight at this point and I thought you ought to know - changes 
are being made here which go against my principles and I just cannot agree with 
them". “3 
16 August - 20 September - Loud'n'proud, a series presented by DJ Paulette, 
was the UK's first national radio series aimed at a gay audience. 
3 and 6 September - Simon Mayo leaves the Breakfast Show after five years in 
the chair, as Simon himself moves to mid-mornings to replace Simon Bates. 
and Mark Goodier takes over as presenter until the end of the year. 
September - Steve Lamacq and Jo Whiley both join the station, and they 
replace Mark Goodier as host of The Evening Session. 
October - Major changes take place, designed to reposition the station to attract 
a younger audience, following Matthew Bannister replacing Johnny Beerling as 
controller. Long-standing DJs, including Simon Bates, Gary Davies, Bob 
Harris, Paul Gambaccini, and Alan Freeman, leave around this time. They are 
replaced with several new younger presenters, and specialist music 
programmes, previously heard late at night, are given weekend afternoon slots. 
30 October - 
= As part of the roll-out of the new schedule, as Andy Kershaw and John 

Peel move from night time to Saturday afternoons and Danny Baker takes 

over the weekend morning show. 
= The first Essential Mix dance music programme is broadcast. 
24 December - Steve Wright in the Afternoon ends its 13-year run on Radio 1. 


1994 


(0) 


(0) 


1 January - 
"= Kevin Greening joins the station and takes over Weekend Breakfast 


from Gary Davies. 
1 January - 


= Adrian Juste presents his last show on the station and leaves, having 
presented his Saturday lunchtime programme of music and comedy since 
1978. 

10 January - 

» Steve Wright becomes Radio 1's latest breakfast show presenter.“ Other 
changes on this day see Mark Goodier present a new early afternoon show 
with Nicky Campbell hosting the drive time show. and Emma Freud as the 
host of the lunchtime show to replace Jackie Brambles, who leaves the 
station for America. 

= The teatime edition of Newsbeat returns after four years away. The bulletin 
airs in its old slot - 5:30 pm to 5:45 pm. 

1 May - Annie Nightingale hosts the request show for the final time, having 

presented the programme since 1975. Lynn Parsons takes over as the show's 

presenter the following week, but it is dropped entirely six months later. 

8 May - 

= Inthe early hours of Sunday 8 May, Annie Nightingale launches her career as 
a club music DJ, presenting the first edition of The Chill Out Zone. 

= After six months of rocking Sunday afternoons, the rock show moves to mid- 
evenings, swapping slots with The Steve Edwards Soul Show. 

June - BBC Radio 1 begins broadcasting announcements on its medium wave 

frequency voiced by Nicky Campbell telling listeners to retune to FM because it 

will no longer be broadcasting on medium wave from 1 July.“ 

1 July - BBC Radio 1's last broadcast on mediumwave. Stephen Duffy's "Kiss Me" 

was the last record played on MW just before 9:00am.“ 

19 September - Danny Rampling joins.“ 

Radio 1 starts broadcasting on satellite, using audio carriers on the Astra 

satellite. 

27 November - Clive Warren joins the station, and takes over Weekend 

Breakfast from Kevin Greening who moves to Weekend Lunchtime. 

10 December - Tim Westwood joins the station to present the station's first long- 

standing rap show, although Pete Tong has hosted The Rap Selection in 1991 

and 1992, a continuation of the National Fresh segment in Jeff Young's Friday 

night show in the late 1980s.& 


1995 


(0) 


Radio 1's FM network is completed and the station now has the same coverage 
on FM as the other BBC national stations. 

Having been known on air as Radio 1 FM, or even simply as 1FM, since the start 
of the decade, in order to promote the station's move to FM, the on air name 
reverts to BBC Radio 1. 

January - As part of the major changes taking place at BBC Radio 1, older music 
(typically anything recorded before 1990) is dropped from the daytime playlist. 
21 April - Steve Wright"! and Bruno Brookes present their final shows as they 
leave the station. 

23 April - After Bruno Brookes's departure, Mark Goodier begins his second stint 
as presenter of the Sunday afternoon Top 40 show. 

24 April - Chris Evans takes over the Breakfast Show from Steve Wright, 
following the differences with the station's new management over restructuring 
as Chris himself rejoins the station, and Dave Pearce joins the station to take 
over the early breakfast show. 

July - The station holds its first Ibiza weekend. 


o 27 September - BBC Radio 1 begins to broadcast digitally following the 
commencement by the BBC of regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, from 
the Crystal Palace transmitting station.“ 

o 21 October - Ahead of a schedule revamp, Johnnie Walker leaves the station. 
The changes include Clive Warren moving from the weekend breakfast show to 
the weekday early show, replacing Dave Pearce who launches a new weekend 
mid-morning show, replacing Kevin Greening who takes over weekend 
breakfasts, which includes a new weekend breakfast Newsbeat presented by 
Peter Bowes.!4! 

1996 

o 4 February - Trevor Nelson joins the station to present the UK's first national 
R&B show Rhythm Nation. 

o June - BBC Radio 1 starts live streaming on the internet. 

o September - Danny Baker leaves. 

o Lynn Parsons leaves, and Mary Anne Hobbs joins. 

1997 

o January - Chris Evans leaves the Breakfast Show and the station after being 
dismissed, to work on his Channel 4 TV show TFI Friday. 

o 17 February - 
= Mark and Lard become the breakfast show's new presenters.2# 
= Jo Whiley begins presenting a weekday lunchtime show.&4 

o July - Claire Sturgess leaves. 

o 27 July - The first edition of Radio 1's Dance Anthems is broadcast, hosted 
by Dave Pearce.& 

o 28 July - Chris Moyles joins, and becomes the new host of Early Breakfast." 

o 31 August - Regular programming is interrupted on all BBC stations to provide 
ongoing news coverage of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. Radio 1 cancels 
all programmes, including the Top 40 programme, and replaces them with non- 
stop music and extended news bulletins every 30 minutes. © 

o 13 October - Mark and Lard move to an afternoon slot, and Zoé Ball joins the 
station as Kevin Greening and Zoe herself replace them as presenters of the 
breakfast show. 

o October - Nicky Campbell leaves the station to join BBC Radio 5 Live, and Judge 
Jules joins. 

1998 

o Fabio & Grooverider join. 

o March - Andy Parfitt replaces Matthew Bannister as station controller. 

o April- Emma B, Aled Haydn Jones, and Gilles Peterson join. 

o 25 September - Kevin Greening leaves the weekday breakfast show, leaving Zoé 
Ball as sole presenter. He replaces Clive Warren as host of the Sunday breakfast 
show. 

o 12 October - Chris Moyles is moved from Early Breakfast to present the 
drivetime show, between 4 pm and 5:45 pm on weekdays (later being extended 
to 3 pm - 5:45 pm). He replaces Dave Pearce, who moves to a new early evening 
show. Scott Mills joins the station as the new host of early breakfast. 

1999 

o 11-12 March - Simon Mayo breaks the record for presenting the longest radio 
programme, after hosting a 37-hour broadcast in aid of Red Nose Day 1999. 

o 24 April- Jamie Theakston joins. 

o 26 July and 27 August - the Radio 1 Roadshow broadcasts for the final time. 


o August - BBC Radio 1 broadcasts its first split programming when it introduces 
weekly national new music shows for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The 
programmes are broadcast on a three-weekly rotational basis in England. One of 
the new presenters is Huw Stephens joins the station and Bethan Elfyn also 
joins, 

o 2 September - Colin Murray joins. 

o 19 September - The first edition of a new Sunday evening advice programme 
called The Surgery is broadcast and Sara Cox joins. 

o 25 September - Sara Cox co-hosts a new Saturday lunchtime show with Emma B. 

o BBC Radio 1's Live Lounge is established as part of the mid-morning show. 

2000s[edit] 
e 2000 

o 16 January - Kevin Greening leaves the station to join BBC Radio 5 Live. The 
following week a new weekend breakfast show, The Breakfast Club, hosted by 
Sarah HB, launches. 

o 10 and 13 March - Zoë Ball presents the Breakfast Show for the final time as she 
leaves the station. Scott Mills begins a three-week stint as the show's 
temporary presenter. 

o 3 April - Sara Cox takes over as presenter of the Breakfast Show. and Mark 
Chapman joins, and starts hosting his first ever Newsbeat sports bulletins.© 

o May - Andy Kershaw leaves the station to join BBC Radio 3, He had presented 
the station's world music programme since 1985. 

o September - Clive Warren leaves. 

o October - Nemone joins. 

o The Dreem Teem join. 

o BBC Radio 1's Big Weekend is broadcast for the first time. 

e 2001 

o 16 and 19 February - Jo Whiley begins presenting her weekday morning 
programme, The Jo Whiley Show, replacing Simon Mayo who leaves the station 
to join BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 2. 

o 10 May - BBC Radio 1 loses its crown as the UK's most listened to radio station 
to BBC Radio 2.4 

e 2002 

o The Evening Session is broadcast for the final time. 

o jamie Theakston leaves. 

o March - Danny Rampling leaves, and Rob da Bank, and Bobby 
Friction and Nihal join. 

o 16 August - Spin-off station BBC Radio 1Xtra launches. 

o 17 November - Mark Goodier presents the Top 40 for the final time on the 50th 
anniversary of the chart, and leaves the station due to falling audiences and BBC 
bosses considering him "too old for the job, "ssuseuz01 

e 2003 

o 9 February - Wes Butters joins, and becomes the new presenter of The Official 
Chart. Various presenters had hosted the show since Mark Goodier's departure. 

o 29 March - Edith Bowman joins, as Colin Murray and Edith herself start their 


shows together until 2006. 


o 3 May - BBC Radio 1 cancels the first day of its One Big Weekend at Heaton 
Park, Manchester due to poor weather. However, the second day of the event 
goes ahead as scheduled.” 

o 13 and 14 September - BBC Radio 1's second One Big Weekend festival takes 
place at Cardiff. 

o 19 December - Sara Cox presents her final breakfast show, and Chris 
Moyles presents his final drivetime show. 

o Zane Lowe joins the station, to present a new weeknight evening show. 

o The Dreem Teem leave. 

2004 

o 4 January - Vernon Kay joins. 

o 5 January - Chris Moyles takes over the breakfast show, as Chris himself also 
brings the zoo format to the UK. and Sara Cox moves to drivetime until her 
maternity leave. 

o 26 March - Mark and Lard (Mark Radcliffe and Marc Riley) present their final 

show as Mark Radcliffe himself leaves the station to join BBC Radio 2 and 

as Marc Riley himself also leaves the station to join BBC Radio 6 Music, after 11 

years of broadcasting and one failed eight-month stint on Breakfast Show. 

7 June - Scott Mills takes over as presenter of the drivetime show. 

July - JK and Joel join. 

29 July - Annie Mac joins. 

October - Carrie Prideaux joins, and starts reading her first ever Newsbeat sports 

bulletins for The Chris Moyles Show 

o 14 October - John Peel presents his final show on the station before leaving for a 
working holiday in Peru. He dies eleven days later. 

2005 

o 30 January - Wes Butters leaves. 

o 5 February - Sara Cox returns from maternity leave to take over Saturday and 
Sunday 13;00-16;00 weekend lunchtime show. 

o 6 March -JK and Joel take over as presenters of The Official Chart. 

Emma B leaves. 

o September - Reggie Yates and Fearne Cotton join, and Nemone leaves the 
station to join BBC Radio 6 Music. 

o 13 October - BBC Radio 1 hosts the first John Peel Day, a year after John 
presented his final show for the station which was two weeks before his death. 

2006 

o 8 March - BBC Radio 1 launches its YouTube channel. 

o August - Edith Bowman becomes the sole presenter, and starts her own 
weekday lunchtime show. 

o 25 September - Colin Murray also becomes the sole presenter, and starts his 
own weekday late-night show. 

2007 

o 1 June - Greg James and Chris Smith join. 

o 30 September - JK and Joel leave. 

o 14 October - Fearne Cotton and Reggie Yates take over as presenters of The 
Official Chart. 

o 18 December - BBC Radio 1 is forced to backtrack on a decision to begin playing 
a censored version of The Pogues' 1987 Christmas hit Fairytale of New York. The 
song which sees Kirsty MacColl and Shane MacGowan trading insults has the 
words "faggot" and "slut" edited out to "avoid offence", but after a day of 
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criticism from listeners, the band, and MacColl's mother, the decision is reversed 
and the original version played in full zara 


o BBC Introducing is launched, providing a vital platform for thousands of 
emerging musical talent. A decade later over 460,000 tracks have been 
uploaded to the BBC Music Introducing website and 170,000 artists are 
registered. 
o Nick Grimshaw and Kissy Sell Out join. 
e 2008 

o MistaJam joins. 

o 1 August - Dave Pearce leaves.” 
e 2009 

o 18 September - Jo Whiley presents her final weekday programme, and Edith 
Bowman also hosts her final weekday lunchtime show as they move to 
weekends. 

o 21 September - Fearne Cotton takes over the mid-morning show and stops 
presenting The Official Chart, leaving Reggie Yates as the programme's sole 
presenter, and also Greg James takes over the weekday lunchtime show. 

o 24 December - Mark Chapman leaves the station after hosting his 
last Newsbeat sports bulletins, to work for BBC Sport. 

o Colin Murray, Steve Lamacg and Bobby Friction leave. 

2010s[edit] 
e 2010 

o 8 January - Matt Edmondson joins. 

o 12 February - Carrie Prideaux leaves the station after reading her 
last Newsbeat sports bulletins for The Chris Moyles Show to work for BBC Sport. 

o 15 February - Tina Daheley joins the station and replaces Carrie 
Prideaux on Newsbeat sports bulletins for The Chris Moyles Show, and later hosts 
news, sport and weather bulletins for the Breakfast Show with Nick_ 

Grimshaw from 24 September 2012. 

o 31 May - BBC Radio 1 teams up with forces broadcaster BFBS for a ten-hour 
takeover show from Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. 

o Mary Anne Hobbs leaves. 

o Bethan Elfyn leaves the station after 11 years of broadcasting, to join BBC Radio 
Wales. 

e 2011 

o 9 January - Tom Deacon joins. 

o 16-18 March - Chris Moyles breaks the record for presenting the longest radio 
programme, after hosting a 52-hour live broadcast in aid of Red Nose Day 2011. 

o 27 March - Jo Whiley leaves the station after 17 years of broadcasting to 
join BBC Radio 2.7% 

o 21 July - The BBC confirms that Andy Parfitt will step down as Controller of BBC- 
Fauls 1 after 13 years to pursue other opportunities from the end of the month. 

o 31 July - Andy Parfitt leaves. 

o 28 October - Ben Cooper is appointed as Controller of BBC Radio 1 and BBC 


Radio 1Xtra, replacing Andy Parfitt who stepped down in July. 


e 2012 


(0) 
(0) 
(0) 


26 February - The Top Ten countdown from The Official Chart is made available 
in vision for the first time through the station's website. 

1 April - Tom Deacon leaves the station for a while. 

2 April - A shake-up of the schedule sees Scott Mills and Greg James swapping 
shows, James hosting the drivetime show and Mills the afternoon show. Also 
major changes take place to the dance music schedule: Skream & Benga, Toddla 
T, Charlie Sloth and Friction take over from Judge Jules, Gilles Peterson, Kissy Sell 
Out and Fabio & Grooverider as Judge himself, Gilles himself, Kissy himself, and 
Fabio & Grooverider themselves leave the station, and also as Skream & Benga 
themselves, Toddla himself, Charlie himself, and Friction himself join the station. 
resulting in a shuffle of most late night shows Monday to Saturday to incorporate 
the new line-up. 

June - The regional new music shows are scrapped after thirteen years as a cost 
cutting measure and replaced by BBC Introducing. 

20 June - The BBC Trust says that Radio 1's core audience is still too old, despite 
changes made to output following an amendment to the wording of its service 
licence in 2009. The station is aimed at the 15-29-year age group, but the 
average age of their listeners is 30.24 

23-24 June - 100,000 people attend Radio 1's Hackney Weekend, a two-day 
music concert at Hackney Marshes, which forms part of the build-up to the 2012 
Summer Olympics. 

11 July - Chris Moyles announces on-air that he will leave the Breakfast 

Show and the station on 14 September. It is confirmed that he will be succeeded 
by Nick Grimshaw on 24 September. 

14 September - Chris Moyles hosts his final show as he leaves the station after 
15 years of broadcasting. 

24 September - Nick Grimshaw takes over the Breakfast Show. 

22 December - Vernon Kay leaves. 

23 December - Reggie Yates leaves. 


2013 


(0) 


(0) 
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January - A series of changes take place. Jameela Jamil is announced as the new 
presenter of The Official Chart, as Jameela herself joins the station, Matt 
Edmondson is to host a weekend morning show and Tom Deacon rejoins the 
station to present a Wednesday night show. YouTubers Dan Howell and Phil 
Lester also join the station. 

3 April - Tom Deacon leaves the station after hosting his last Wednesday night 
show. 

12 April - BBC Radio 1 controller Ben Cooper announces that the station's The 
Official Chart will not air "Ding-Dong! The Witch Is Dead", a song which charted 
following an internet campaign in the wake of the death of former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher on 8 April. Instead a portion of the song will air as 
part of a news item." 

Trevor Nelson leaves the station to rejoin BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio 1Xtra. 
September - Tim Westwood leaves to rejoin Capital Radio. 


2014 
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17 February - Sara Cox hosts her last show for the station and leaves, to 

rejoin BBC Radio 2. For the past few years she had been covering for various 
presenters. 

7-8 March - BBC Radio 1 marks International Women's Day with two nights of an 
all-female line-up from 7 pm to 7 am, featuring presenters including Annie 


Nightingale and Adele Roberts. The second night is also aired on BBC Radio 
1Xtra.™ 


o September - A series of changes sees many notable presenters leave the 
station, including Edith Bowman, Nihal and Rob da Bank. and Huw 
Stephens gains a new show hosting 10 pm - 1 am Monday-Wednesday with Alice 
Levine presenting weekends 1 pm - 4 pm. Radio 1's Residency is also expanded 
with Skream joining the rotational line-up on Thursday nights 10 pm - 1 am. 

2015 

o 25 January - Clara Amfo joins, and takes over as presenter of The Official Chart. 

o 27 February - Fearne Cotton announces she is to leave the station to start "a 
new chapter". 

o 5 March - Zane Lowe presents his final show, as he leaves the station. 

o 9 March - Annie Mac replaces Zane Lowe on weekday evenings. 

o 24 March - BBC Radio 1 announces that The Official Chart will move from 
Sundays to Friday afternoons from mid-July in response to changes in the day 
new music is released. 

o 22 May - Fearne Cotton leaves. 

o 25 May - Clara Amfo replaces Fearne Cotton on weekday mid-mornings. 

o June - Schedule changes at BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 1Xtra see Adele 
Roberts presenting the Early Breakfast Show, replacing Gemma Cairney. Cairney 
has become the station's social action presenter, hosting The Surgery and 
documentaries for both networks, as Aled Haydn Jones himself leaves the 
hosting and producing role, to become Head of Programmes. 

o 5 July - The final Sunday broadcast of BBC Radio 1's The Official Chart. 29 

o 10 july - The first Friday broadcast of BBC Radio 1's The Official Chart. The 
programme is broadcast on Fridays as part of the drive time show, hosted 
by Greg James. The programme's airtime is almost halved, to just 1 hour 45 
minutes with only the top 10 now being played in full. 

2016 

o No events. 

2017 

o 30 September - BBC Radio 1 (and BBC Radio 2) celebrates its 50th birthday. 
Commemorations include a three-day pop-up station Radio 1 Vintage celebrating 
the station's presenters, and special on-air programmes on the day itself, 
including a special breakfast show co-presented by the station's launch DJ Tony 
Blackburn, which is also broadcast on BBC Radio 2.' 

o 6 November - BBC Radio 1 experiences schedule changes. A new weeknight 
show is launched: The 8th, presented by Charlie Sloth, broadcast on BBC Radio 
1 and its sister station BBC Radio 1Xtra. Other changes involved Danny 
Howard, Katie Thistleton, Huw Stephens and Phil Taggart. Kan D Man, DJ 
Limelight and Rene LaVice join. 22202 

o November - The Surgery is broadcast for the final time. It is replaced by a new 
show called Radio 1's Life Hacks hosted by Cel Spellman, Katie 
Thistleton and Radha Modgil. 

2018 

o 24 February - BBC Radio 1 overhauls its weekend schedule. The changes 


see Maya Jama and Jordan North joining the network as weekend presenters, 
fronting the Greatest Hits programme, while current presenter Matt 
Edmondson moves to present a weekday afternoon show on which he will be 


joined by a different guest co-presenter each week. Alice Levine moves from 
afternoons to weekend breakfasts to co-present with Dev.24 


o 15 June - 

= Radio 1 starts broadcasting much of its weekend schedule on Fridays 
meaning that the weekday daytime schedule is now only broadcast from 
Mondays to Thursdays." 

= Scott Mills replaces Greg James as host of The Official Chart.2™1 

o 9 August - Nick Grimshaw presents the breakfast show for the final time. 

o 10 August - Chris Smith and Tina Daheley both leave the station, after hosting 
their last Newsbeat bulletins. 

o 20 August - Greg James becomes the 16th person to present the Breakfast 
Show. 104)[105 

o 3 September - Nick Grimshaw takes over as host of the drivetime show. Jack 
Saunders hosts a new show named 'Radio 1 Indie Show'. 

o 9 September - Huw Stephens' BBC Introducing show moves to Sunday nights as 
part of a shake-up of the Sunday schedule.“ 

o 3 October - Charlie Sloth announces he will leave BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 
1Xtra after ten years of broadcasting.” 

o 20 October - Having announced earlier in the month that he is leaving BBC 
Radio 1 and BBC Radio 1Xtra, Charlie Sloth now says this will happen with 
immediate effect. Previously he has been scheduled to leave in November. = 

o 26 October - BBC Radio 1 announces a schedule change that will see Matt 
Edmondson and Mollie King co-presenting the Radio 1 Weekend Breakfast Show, 
while Dev and Alice Levine will move to weekend afternoons.2 

o 15 November - Tiffany Calver succeed Charlie Sloth's Rap Show. 

o 26 November - former Kiss breakfast presenters Rickie Haywood 
Williams, Melvin Odoom and Charlie Hedges join the station to succeed Charlie 
Sloth on the evening show.244 

e 2019 

o 5 July - The Radio 1 Dance Anthem show on Fridays is changed to Radio 1 Party 
Anthems. 

o 10 July - A new show, namely The Official Chart: First Look is introduced and will 
be launched on 14 July. The show will run on Sunday 6-7pm and will be hosted 
by Cel Spellman and Katie Thistleton. 

o 14 july - The Official Chart: First Look is officially broadcast for the first time. 

o 15 July - The Official Chart Update is officially broadcast for the final time. 

o 6 September - The new early weekend breakfast show is running from Friday to 
Sunday, and is presented by Arielle Free. Mollie King gained a new slot namely 
Best New Pop.!! 
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Historyledit] 


Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio 2 


1967-1986[edit] 


The station was launched at 5:30 am! on 30 September 1967, and evolved from Light 
Programme, with some of the Light Programme's music shows transferring to the newly 
launched BBC Radio 1. The first show had started at 5:30 am (on the Light Programme) 
but continued with Breakfast Special from Paul Hollingdale as Radio 1 split. 


In early years, much programming and music was common to both stations, particularly 
on the shared FM frequency. Radio 1 was targeted at the audience of pirate 

radio stations whereas Radio 2 settled down as a middle-of-the-road station playing laid- 
back pop/rock, folk and country, jazz and big-band music, easy listening, light classics, 
and oldies, with significant amounts of comedy and sport. Notable broadcasters on 
Radio 2 in the 70s and 80s were Tom Edwards and Ray Moore who both singly 
presented the early breakfast show, Terry Wogan on breakfast, replaced by Ken 

Bruce and later Derek Jameson; Jimmy Young and his lunchtime news and current 
affairs show; David Hamilton on mid-afternoons, John Dunn at what became known as 
drivetime. In its early years the station, as the Light Programme had done, played a 
large amount of specially recorded music because of needletime restrictions imposed 
by the Musicians' Union. 


On Monday 6 January 1975, the broadcasting hours for BBC Radio 2 were reduced due 
to budget cuts at the BBC. The former 5 am - 2 am schedule was reduced to a 6 am 
start up Mondays to Saturdays with a 6:55 am start up on Sundays. The station closed 
down at around 12:30 am each day. However from Monday 29 September 1975 the 
closedown hours were scaled back even more, with BBC Radio 2 concluding their day at 
around 12:10 am Mondays to Fridays, and at 12:33 am on Saturdays and Sundays. 
There were exceptions to the rule, especially over Christmas and New Year periods 


when hours would be temporarily extended. Broadcasting hours would be extended to 
the 5 am - 2 am schedule on Saturday 1 April 1978.24 On 23 November 1978 the 
station moved from long wave to medium wave. 


On Saturday 27 January 1979, BBC Radio 2 became the first national 24-hour radio 
station in the UK." In the first half of the 1980s, presenters such as Kenny Everett, 
David Hamilton and Steve Jones increasingly featured more contemporary pop in their 
playlists, leading to the station being referred to as "Radio 1 and a half" by some. 


Frances Line: 1986-1996[edit] 


In response to the controversy these changes had caused in some circles, Frances Line, 
head of music, repositioned the station in April 1986. She would become Controller in 
1990. An ageing Radio 1 audience which had grown up with the station was sticking 
with it into their 40s and beyond; Line repositioned Radio 2 to appeal exclusively to the 
over-fifties, introduced older presenters and based the playlist around nostalgia, easy 
listening and light music. As a result, David Hamilton quit the station at the end of 1986, 
claiming the music policy had become "geriatric"; Terry Wogan's replacement Derek 
Jameson also appealed to an older, down-market demographic. Although popular with 
its target audience, the policy alienated many younger listeners who had listened to 
both Radio 1 and Radio 2 and the station's audience fell. 


It took another hit in 1990 when it lost its medium wave frequencies to a new 

network, BBC Radio 5 and BBC radio's sports coverage moved from Radio 2 to the new 
station at the same time. Further blows were struck by the rise of album-rock 
commercial stations (particularly Virgin Radio) and 'gold' spinoffs from Independent 
Local Radio stations playing classic pop and rock. With the station's audience in decline 
a change of emphasis was needed. In 1992 the weekday daytime music policy had been 
slightly adjusted with pre-1950 music largely confined to Sundays, the launch of Classic 
FM reduced the need for the station to play light classical music, and the station's 
profile was boosted by the return of Terry Wogan, but following the generational shift at 
Radio 1, commercial radio had taken the highest share of the national audience by the 
mid-1990s. 


James Moir "The Nation's Favourite" - 1996 onwards[edit] 


Line was replaced by James Moir in 1996. Moir repositioned Radio 2 with a 

largely AOR/contemporary playlist by day, aimed at a more mature audience than Radio 
1 (which, post-Britpop, was again starting to focus on a young audience) but still 
embracing new music, and more specialist broadcasting by recognised genre experts in 
the evenings. Unlike the early-1990s repositioning of Radio 1 in which the BBC lost 
many well-known names, many former Radio 1 presenters stayed with the BBC and 
moved across to Radio 2. 


Radio 2 is now termed "the nation's favourite", a title the BBC formerly used for BBC 
Radio 1. It is the most listened-to station in the UK, its schedule filled with broadcasters 
such as: Steve Wright, Tony Blackburn, Ken Bruce, Jeremy Vine, Mark Radcliffe, Jo 
Whiley, Paul Gambaccini, Gary Davies, Johnnie Walker and Bob Harris. 


As well as having most listeners nationally, it ranks first in many regions above local 
radio stations. BBC Radio 2 played to 27% of the available audience in 2006." 


In February 2007, Radio 2 recruited Jeff Smith, director of UK and International 
programming at Napster and a former head of music at Radio 1, as its new head of 
music. Smith joined the network on 26 March.” 


The licence fee funding of Radio 2, alongside Radio 1, is often criticised by the 
commercial sector. In the first quarter of 2011, Radio 2 was part of an efficiency review 
conducted by John Myers. His role, according to Andrew Harrison, the chief executive 
of RadioCentre, was "to identify both areas of best practice and possible savings.""! 


On 29 July 2013, Radio 2 changed its "sonic logo" for the first time in 15 years, replacing 
the "heritage" logo composed by US jingle company Groove Worx with a new seven 
note melody composed by British composer and producer Jem Godfrey." This coincided 
with the launch of a new jingle package produced by Godfrey in association with Wise 
Buddah Productions, marking Radio 2's second new package in as many years. 


Radio 2 has recently been running several "pop-up" DAB services to cover special 
events, the first being BBC Radio 2 Eurovision, providing coverage of the Eurovision 
Song Contest 2014." The station returned in 2015 for coverage of that year's contest. 
Others include BBC Radio 2 Country covering the C2C: Country to Country festival 

and BBC Radio 2 50s, a service dedicated to music programmes covering the 1950s. 


During 2018 Radio 2 had numerous presenter reshuffles. In May, long-time Drivetime 
host Simon Mayo was joined by evening DJ Jo Whiley in a new Drivetime format. The 
move proved unpopular with listeners and by October 2018 Mayo revealed his intention 
to leave the station, later announcing that this was so he could help launch classical 
music station Scala Radio. Mayo and Whiley's last show together was broadcast on 
Thursday 20 December 2018, while Whiley moves back to her evening slot. with Mayo's 
final show on Radio 2 broadcast on Friday 21 December. Sara Cox was later announced 
as the new Drivetime host, beginning on 14th January 2019. 


Additionally, in September 2018, Chris Evans announced that he would be leaving The 
Radio 2 Breakfast Show and the station that he had presented since 2010 to move 

to Virgin Radio. It was later announced that from 14 January 2019 former BBC Radio 

1 DJ Zoe Ball would take over from Evans. 


Current position([edit] 


The station's audience is now mainly adults over the age of 35 (82% of listeners) 

24 although in recent years it has attracted more younger listeners. Its 

daytime playlist features music from the 1960s to various current chart hits, aloum 
and indie music. The station's appeal is broad and deep, with accessible daytime 
programmes and specialist programmes of particular types or eras of music. In 2009, 
Radio 2 again won the Music Week Award for National Radio Station of the Year, an 
award it won for several consecutive years." 


Weekday evenings have historically featured specialist music, including jazz, folk 
music, blues, country, reggae, classic rock, showtunes and biographies and 
documentaries on musical artists and genres. This specialist programming previously 
ran from 8 pm to midnight, but now runs only from 9 to 10pm. Radio 2 hosts both 
the BBC Concert Orchestra and the BBC Big Band. 


"Sounds of the 60s" remains a regular fixture on the Saturday schedule, as does Johnnie 
Walker's "Sounds of the 70s" on a Sunday. On 5 October 2013, these two shows were 
joined by "Sounds of the 80s", which was originally hosted by Sara Cox and broadcast 
on Friday between 10pm and midnight; in May 2018 Gary Davies took over this show 
with Cox was hosting a live 10pm to midnight slot on Monday to Thursday, until she 
moved to drivetime on 14th January 2019. 


On Sundays, the schedule reverts closer to its old style, with a focus on easy 
listening, Jazz and show music, with presenters like Clare Teal and Don Black. 


Radio 2 does not broadcast complete works of classical music (the domain of Radio 3) 
or offer in-depth discussion or drama and although some book readings, comedy and 
arts coverage still remains on the station this is the remit of Radio 4. Jeremy Vine's 
weekday lunchtime show covers current and consumer affairs informally, a style 
pioneered by Jimmy Young. Until the launch of Radio 5 in August 1990, Radio 2's 
medium wave frequencies carried BBC Radio's sports coverage. 


Like all BBC radio stations broadcasting to UK audiences, Radio 2 is funded by 
the television licence fee, and does not broadcast adverts. 


BBC Radio 2's last closedown was at 2:02 am on 27 January 1979. Sarah Kennedy (who 
later became a daily early-morning presenter from 1993 until her departure in August 
2010) was at the Newsdesk after Brian Matthew finished "Round Midnight". From 2 am 
to 5 am the following night, listeners heard "You and the Night and the Music". Radio 2 
has the longest period of continuous broadcasting of any national radio station in the 
UK. 


The BBC Pips are broadcast at 7 am and 8 am on weekdays, then again at 5 pm. 


BBC Radio 2 moved its studios from Broadcasting House to the adjacent Wogan 
House in 2006." Although the majority of programming comes from London, some 
shows are broadcast from other cities around the UK, 

including Birmingham and Manchester. For many years, the network's overnight 
presenters, such as Janice Long and Alex Lester, were based in Birmingham, but made 
the move to London in April 2008. 


News bulletins on Radio 2 generally air on the hour every hour 24 hours a day from a 
studio in BBC Broadcasting House, with headline updates on the half hour from 05:30- 
08:30 weekdays during the early and main Breakfast Show. 


Current presenters[edit] 


e Michael Ball 

e Zoe Ball 

e Don Black 

e Tony Blackburn 
e O.J. Borg 


e Kate Bottley 

e Ken Bruce 

e Craig Charles 

e Rylan Clark-Neal 
e Sara Cox 

e Jamie Cullum 

e Gary Davies 

e Vanessa Feltz 

e Paul Gambaccini 
e Bob Harris 

e Jools Holland 

e Ana Matronic 

e Cerys Matthews 
e Jason Mohammad 
e Huey Morgan 

e Trevor Nelson 


Graham Norton 
Paul O'Grady 
Dermot O'Leary 
Elaine Paige 
Mark Radcliffe 
Anneka Rice 
Angela Scanlon 
Liza Tarbuck 
Clare Teal 
Jeremy Vine 
Johnnie Walker 
Jo Whiley 
Claudia Winkleman 
Steve Wright 


Notable stand-in presenters[edit] 


Richard Bacon 

Christopher Biggins (stands in for Liza Tarbuck) 

Nicki Chapman (stands in for Vanessa Feltz) 

Fearne Cotton (stands in for The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show) 

Carol Decker (stands in for Gary Davies Sounds of the 80's) 

Mark Goodier (stands in for Pick of the Pops) 

Janey Lee Grace (stands in for Sunday Love Songs; also regular contributor on Steve 
Wright in the Afternoon) 

Angie Greaves (stands in for Good Morning Sunday) 

Jill Halfpenny (stands in for Good Morning Sunday) 

Matt Lucas (stands in for The Zoe Ball Breakfast Showand Paul O' Grady on the 
Wireless) 

Geoff Lloyd (stands in for OJ Borg) 

Joe Lycett (stands in for Rylan on Saturday) 

Richard Madeley (stands in for The Michael Ball Show) 

Maria McErlane (also regular contributor on Graham Norton's show) 

Scott Mills (stands in for Rylan On Saturday and Claudia on Sunday) 

Al Murray (stands in for Steve Wright in the Afternoon) 

Paddy O'Connell (stands in for Jeremy Vine, Liza Tarbuck, Vanessa Feltz, and OJ 
Borg) 

Ore Oduba (stands in for Claudia on Sunday, Steve Wright in the Afternoon and 
Vanessa Feltz) 

Mica Paris (stands in for Trevor Nelson) 

Suzi Perry (stands in for Vanessa Feltz, Anneka Rice and Claudia on Sunday) 
Jodie Prenger (stands in for Paul O'Grady on the Wireless and also provides 
voiceovers for the show) 

Katie Puckrik (stands in for Huey Morgan) 

Amol Rajan (stands in for Jeremy Vine, Vanessa Feltz, and The Zoe Ball Breakfast 
Show) 

Anita Rani (stands in for Liza Tarbuck) 

Adil Ray (stands in for Good Morning Sunday and Liza Tarbuck) 

Shane Richie (stands in for Liza Tarbuck) 


Tom Robinson (stands in for Johnnie Walker's Sounds of the 70's) 

Gaby Roslin (stands in for Pau/ O'Grady on the Wireless) 

Helen Skelton (stands in for OJ Borg and Saturday Breakfast with Dermot) 
Tim Smith (also regular contributor on Steve Wright in the Afternoon) 

DJ Spoony (stands in for Trevor Nelson and Craig Charles) 

Kate Thornton (stands in for Saturday Breakfast with Dermot) 

Ricky Wilson (stands in for Saturday Breakfast with Dermot and Jo Whiley) 
Will Young (stands in for Jo Whiley) 


Notable guest presenters[edit] 


In addition to its regular and stand-in presenters, Radio 2 is often joined by guest 
presenters that host one-off documentaries or short series. Such guests have 
included David Mitchell, Kristian Bush, Suzi Quatro, Don Henley, Kylie Minogue, Carla 
Bruni, Ed Miliband, Bryan Adams, Sir Tim Rice, David Quantick, Hugh Laurie, Morgan 
Freeman and Michael Grade. 


Notable additional staff[edit] 


Many of Radio 2's additional on-air staff (particularly newsreaders) are shared with 
sister station BBC Radio 6 Music. 


Newsreaders and reporters "Pause for Thought" 


Bobbie Pryor (travel, weekday afternoons) e Kate Bottley 
Richie Anderson (travel, weekday mornings) Richard Coles 


Sally Boazman (travel, weekend) e Brian D'Arcy 
Orna Merchant (travel, weekend) e Julia Neuberger 
Matt Everitt (music news) e John Sentamu 


Anthony Birchley (newsreader) 

Niki Cardwell (newsreader) 

Harvey Cook (newsreader) 

Katharine Cracknell (newsreader) 

Tina Daheley (breakfast show newsreader) 

Carol Kirkwood (breakfast show weather presenter) 
Justine Greene (newsreader- also presents Sunday Breakfast on BBC 
Coventry & Warwickshire) 

Tom Hourigan (newsreader) 

Jason Kaye (newsreader) 

James Kelly (newsreader) 

Andrew Peach (newsreader) 

Adam Porter (newsreader) 

Clare Runacres (newsreader) 

Mike Williams (breakfast show sports reporter) 

Dr Sarah Jarvis (medical expert, The Jeremy Vine Show) 
Martin Lewis (financial expert, The Jeremy Vine Show) 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


Paul Hollingdale (1967-1970) 


Pat Doody (1967-1971) 

Eric Robinson (1967-1971) 

Kenneth Alwyn (1967-1972) 

Barry Alldis (1967-1973) 

Simon Bates (1973-1976) 

David Gell (1967-1977) 

Robin Richmond (1969-1980) 

Sam Costa (1967-1981) 

Alberto Semprini (1967-1982) 

Kenny Everett (1981-1983) 

Tom Edwards (1968-1984) 

Pete Murray (1967-1984) 

Tony Brandon (1970-1985) 

Steve Jones (1979-1985) 

David Hamilton (1967-1973; 1975-1986) 
Ray Moore (1967-1988) 

Stuart Hall (1982-1988) 

Peter Dickson (1983-1989 plus one week as a stand-in in 1999) 
Billy Butler (1988-1990) 

Simon Dee (1988-1990) 

Peter Clayton (1970-1991) 

Teddy Johnson (1967-1992) 

Keith Fordyce (1969-1992) 

Judith Chalmers (1990-1992) 

Graham Knight (1988-1992) 

Bill Rennells (1978-1993) 

Anne Robinson (1988-1993, stand-in for Jimmy Young in 1996) 
John Sachs (1991-1993) 

Barbara Sturgeon (1992-1993) 

Adrian Love (1987-1994) 

Charlie Chester (1968-1995) 

Alan Dell (1967-1995) 

Gloria Hunniford (1981-1995) 

Katie Boyle (1968-1996) 

Wally Whyton (1969-1996) 

Martin Kelner (1984-1996) 

Chris Stuart (1985-1996) 

Derek Jameson (1985-1997) 

Ellen Jameson (1992-1997) 

Jim Lloyd (1970-1997) 

Angela Rippon (1985-1997, stand-in presenter) 
Robbie Vincent (1997 only) 

Debbie Thrower (1995-1998) 

John Dunn (1967-1998) 

Benny Green (1967-1998) 

Bob Holness (1968-1974, 1985-1998) 
Steve Madden (1985-1998) 

Charles Nove (1981-1998 as presenter; later as newsreader) 


David Allan (1968-1999) 

Pam Ayres (1996-1999) 

Des Lynam (1970-1980, 1998-1999) 
Jackie Bird (1998-2000) 

Alan Freeman (1971-1972, 1997-2000) 
Cliff Adams (1967-2001) 

Jack Docherty (2000-2001) 

Katrina Leskanich (1998-2000) 

Sheila Tracy (1977-2000) 

Jimmy Young (1973-2002) 

Andy Peebles (1998-2002) 

Alan Keith (1970-2003) 

Sybil Ruscoe (2003-2004) 

Don Maclean (1990-2006) 

Brian Hayes (1991-2006) 

Sheridan Morley (1990-2006) 

Richard Baker (1986-2007) 

Nick Barraclough (1992-2007) 

Canon Roger Royle (1990-2007) 
Russell Brand (2006-2008) 

Humphrey Lyttelton (1967-2008) 
Matthew Wright (2006-2008) 

Michael Aspel (1968-1974, 1986-1999, 2009) 
Jon Briggs (newsreader and continuity) (1996-2009) 
Mo Dutta (1995-2009) 

Bob Dylan (2007-2009) 

Malcolm Laycock (1995-2009) 

Pete Mitchell (2006-2009) 

Jonny Saunders (former drivetime and weekday breakfast sports reporter) (2006- 
2011) 

Emma Forbes (2009-2010) 

Alan Carr (2009-2012) 

Melanie Sykes (2010-2012) 

Sarah Kennedy (1976-1983, 1993-2010) 
Mark Lamarr (1998-2010) 

Jonathan Ross (1999-2010, 2014-2018) 
Suzi Quatro (2008-2010) 

Dale Winton (2000-2010) 

Steve Harley (2000-2008) 

Michael Parkinson (1996-2007, 2011) 
Alan Titchmarsh (2007-2011) 

Colin Berry (1973-2012) 

Brian D'Arcy (2007-2012) 

Mike Harding (1997-2012) 

Aled Jones (2006-2012) 

David Jacobs (1967-2013) 

Steve Lamacq (2007-2013) 

Stuart Maconie (1998-2013) 


Lynn Parsons (1998-2014) 

Fran Godfrey (newsreader) (1990-2014) 
Dave Pearce (2011-2014) 

Richard Allinson (1997-2014) 


e Alan Dedicoat (newsreader) (1986-2015) 

e Rebecca Pike (business news reporter) (2006-2015) 
e Ed Stewart (1980-1983, 1991-2006, 2007-2015) 

e Terry Wogan (1972-1984, 1993-2015) 


Desmond Carrington (1981-2016) 

Janice Long (1999-2017) 

Alex Lester (1987-2017) 

Brian Matthew (1967-2017) 

Diane-Louise Jordan (2012-2017) 

Clare Balding (2013-2017) 

Lynn Bowles (travel, weekday mornings) (2000-2018) 
Paul Jones (1986-2018) 

Matt Williams (Drivetime Sport reporter) (2010-2018) 
Nigel Ogden (1980-2018) 

Frank Renton (1995-2018) 

Moira Stuart (newsreader, weekday breakfast) (2010-2018) 
Simon Mayo (2001-2018) 

Chris Evans (2005-2018) 

Vassos Alexander (Breakfast Sport reporter) (2011-2018) 


Controllers[edit] 


Years 
served 


1967-1968 


1968-1976 


1976-1978 


1978-1980 


1980-1984 


Controller 


Robin Scott 


Douglas 
Muggeridge 


Derek Chinnery 


Charles 
McLelland 


David Hatch 


1984-1990 | Bryant Marriott 


1990-1996 | Frances Line 


1996-2004 | James Moir 


2004-2008 | Lesley Douglas 


2009-2016 | Bob Shennan 


BUS Lewis Carnie 
present 
Controversies[edit] 


The presenter Sarah Kennedy sometimes attracted controversy before she left the 
station in 2010. In May 1999, she gave a bizarre performance while standing in for Terry 
Wogan, blaming the incident on a lack of sleep the previous night." Her slurred speech 
throughout her show on 13 August 2007 also made the headlines. She blamed a sore 
throat and later took a month-long break."* It was later reported that Kennedy was 
recovering from pneumonia,"* and she returned to work on 10 September. In October 
2007, she was reprimanded after joking that she had almost run over a black pedestrian 
because she could not see him in the dark. The BBC later apologised for the comment. 
un She was also "spoken to" by BBC bosses after praising Enoch Powell during a show in 
July 2009, describing him as "the best prime minister this country never had"."#! 


Main article: The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls row 


On 16 October 2008, an episode of the Russell Brand Show, co-hosted by fellow Radio 2 
presenter Jonathan Ross was recorded for transmission at a later date. The show 
included Brand and Ross leaving four prank messages on actor Andrew Sachs' 
answerphone including offensive remarks about his granddaughter and use of foul 
language. The programme was subsequently broadcast on Saturday 18 October, 
partially censored, having passed the various pre-transmission checks from the 
programme's editors. Initially, the programme only received a negligible number of 
complaints regarding Jonathan Ross' bad language; however, the incident was reported 
a week later by the Mail on Sunday and a public outcry soon ensued. The case was 
referred to both Ofcom and the BBC Trust, and in the interim, Ross and Brand were both 
suspended for 12 weeks from all BBC programmes pending investigation. Soon after 
these announcements, Russell Brand announced his resignation from the BBC shortly 
followed by the controller at the time, Lesley Douglas. Jonathan Ross was suspended 
from the BBC without pay for 12 weeks. 22221 


In July 2009, longtime presenter Malcolm Laycock announced his resignation live on air 
following a long running dispute over the content of his show, Sunday Night at 10, and 
issues regarding his salary.24 He later criticised Radio 2 management for abandoning its 
older listeners and claimed to have been constructively dismissed by the station, 
although Radio 2 denied this was the case.'?! 
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A timeline of notable events relating to BBC Radio 2, a British national radio station 
which began broadcasting in September 1967. 


1960s[edit] _ 
1967 [edit] 


e 30 September - BBC Radio 2 launches at 5:30am, replacing BBC Light 
Programme. BBC Radio 1 launches 90 minutes later, and Paul Hollingdale, Kenneth 
Alwyn, Eric Robinson, Cliff Adams, Barry Alldis, Teddy Johnson, Brian Matthew, David 
Jacobs, Ray Moore, Alberto Semprini, Humphrey Lyttelton, Sam Costa, Alan 
Dell, David Gell, Benny Green, Pete Murray, David Hamilton, and John Dunn join. 


1968[edit] 


e Tom Edwards, Bob Holness, Michael Aspel, Charlie Chester, Katie Boyle and David 
Allan join. 


1969[edit] 


e 28 April - The first edition of soap opera Waggoners' Walk is broadcast. 
e 11 June - The Organist Entertains, presented by Robin Richmond, is broadcast for 
the first time, as Robin himself joins the station. 


e Dance Band Days is broadcast for the first time. 
e Wally Whyton and Keith Fordyce join. 


1970sl[edit] 
1970[edit] 


e Des Lynam, Peter Clayton, Alan Keith, and Tony Brandon join. 

e 3 April - Any Questions is broadcast on BBC Radio 2 for the final time. 

e 4 April - Following the transfer of BBC Radio's sports coverage from BBC Radio 
3 to BBC Radio 2, the first edition of Sport on 2 is broadcast. 

e 5 April - Your Hundred Best Tunes moves to the station from BBC Radio 4. 

e The first voice heard on BBC Radio 2, Paul Hollingdale, leaves. 

e the first edition of Folk on 2 is broadcast as Jim Lloyd himself joins the station. 


1971[edit] 


e August - Eric Robinson hosts Melodies for You for the final time, as he leaves the 
station. 


4 November - BBC Radio 2 (and BBC Radio 4) begin broadcasting in stereo in South 
East England. Stereo was rolled out to the rest of the country over subsequent 
years.” 

Kenneth Alwyn replaces Eric Robinson as host of Melodies for You. 


1972 [edit] 


3 April - Terry Wogan joins the station, to present The Radio 2 Breakfast Show. He 
replaces John Dunn, who moves to afternoons. Breakfast Special disappears from 
the airwaves. As a new early show is introduced, resulting in BBC Radio 2 starting 
the day on weekdays and Saturdays 30 minutes earlier, at 5 am - Sunday 
broadcasting still commenced at just before 7 am. 

1 October - Sam Costa replaces Kenneth Alwyn as host of Melodies for You. Kenneth 
had hosted the show since the start of the year as Kenneth himself leaves the 
station. 


1973[edit] 


2 July - Woman's Hour is transferred to BBC Radio 4"! and Jimmy Young joins the 
station. 

Colin Berry joins the station as an announcer, newsreader and occasional presenter, 
and David Hamilton leaves for a while. 

Simon Bates joins, and Barry Alldis leaves. 


1974[edit] 


29 September - David Jacobs replaces Sam Costa as host of Melodies for You. 


1975[edit] 


6 January - Broadcasting hours are reduced due to budget cuts at the BBC. The 

former 5 am - 2 am schedule is reduced to a 6 am start up Mondays to Saturdays, 

6:55 am on Sundays, and an earlier closedown time of around 12:33 am each day. 

The cuts also see the weekday afternoon show, presented by David Hamilton, 

broadcast on both BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 2, as David himself rejoins the 

station. 

29 September - 

o The station closes slightly earlier, concluding its day at around 12:10 am 
Mondays to Fridays, and at 12:33 am on Saturdays and Sundays. 

o BBC Radio 2 stops being available on VHF/FM for an hour on weeknights when it 
lends its VHF/FM frequencies to BBC Radio 1 between 11pm and midnight. 
Previously, it had been available on Long Wave only (apart from some VHF 
simulcasts on BBC Local Radio stations) between 10pm and midnight between 
October 1971 and December 1974, when various progressive rock shows on BBC 
Radio 1 were given the higher-quality waveband. 


1976[edit] 


January - Simon Bates leaves, to join BBC Radio 1. 
4 October - John Dunn replaces Sam Costa as host of the drivetime programme. 


Sarah Kennedy joins. 


1977[edit] 


4 April - From tonight, BBC Radio 1 'borrows' BBC Radio 2's VHF/FM frequencies for 
two hours each weeknight - between 10pm and midnight. 

28 November - David Hamilton afternoon show is now heard on BBC Radio 2 only 
following the withdrawal of the 1975 economy measures which seen his show being 
simulcast on both Radios 1 and 2. 

Sheila Tracy joins, and David Gell leaves. 


1978[edit] 


Bill Rennells joins. 

Brian Matthew takes BBC Radio 2's Round Midnight for the first time. 

1 April - Broadcasting hours are extended to a 5 am - 2 am schedule when the 

budget restrictions were eased, and the pre 1975 broadcasting hours are 

reintroduced. 

23 November - 

o Radio 2 moves from 1500m (200 kHz) long wave to 433 & 330m (693 & 909 kHz) 
medium wave as part of a plan to improve national AM reception, and to 
conform with the Geneva Frequency Plan of 1975.5 

o The shipping forecast transfers from BBC Radio 2 to BBC Radio 4 so that the 
forecast can continue to be broadcast on long wave. 

22 December - Industrial action at the BBC by the ABS union, which started the 

previous day, extends to radio when the radio unions join their television 

counterparts by going on strike, forcing the BBC to merge its four national radio 
networks into one national radio station from 4pm and called it the BBC All Network 

Radio Service. The strike is settled shortly before 10pm on Friday 22 December 

1978, with the unions and BBC management reaching an agreement at the British 

government's industrial disputes arbitration service ACAS emeus 


1979[edit] 


Steve Jones joins. 

27 January - BBC Radio 2 closes down for the final time, and at 5 am Radio 2 begins 
continuous broadcasting 24-hours with You and the Night and the Music filling the 
overnight hours. 

September - Big Band Special broadcasts for the first time. 


1980s[edit] 
1980[edit] 


13 January - Family Favourites is broadcast for the final time. 

3 March - Nigel Ogden replaces Robin Richmond as host of The Organist Entertains, 
as Nigel himself joins the station. 

30 May - The final edition of soap opera Waggoners' Walk is broadcast. 

Ed Stewart joins the station to present the weekday afternoon programme. 

Robin Richmond leaves. 


1981 [edit] 


e 4 October - All Time Greats with Desmond Carrington is broadcast for the first time, 
as Desmond himself joins the station. 

e Sam Costa leaves. 

e Gloria Hunniford, Charles Nove, and Kenny Everett join. 


1982[edit] 


e 3 December - BBC Radio 2 is simulcast on BBC Radio 1 for the final time. 
e Stuart Hall joins, and Alberto Semprini leaves. 


1983[edit] 


e 4 January - BBC Radio 2 revives Music While You Work. 

e 12 February - Sounds of the 60s is broadcast for the first time. The show is 
presented by Keith Fordyce. 

e Peter Dickson joins, Kenny Everett leaves the station to rejoin Capital Radio, and Ed_ 
Stewart & Sarah Kennedy both leave for a while. 


1984[edit] 


e 20 January - Ahead of changes to the schedule, following the decision not to renew 
the contract of long standing presenter Ed Stewart,“ the year-long revival of Music 
While You Work ends and Gloria Hunniford takes over Ed's slot the following 
week. Steve Jones replaces Hunniford on the lunchtime show. Other changes see a 
new overnight programme, Nightride, replacing You and the Night and the 
Music. Pete Murray leaves and is replaced on his Saturday late show by Ken Bruce, 
who joins the station and gains his first regular slot, and Sounds of Jazz moves 
to BBC Radio 2 from BBC Radio 1. 

e 29 April - BBC Radio 2 launches a summer sports and entertainment programme. 
Called Summer Sounds, the programme mixes sports coverage with music, guests 
and entertainment. The programme is broadcast MW only with the usual Sunday 
afternoon schedule continuing on VHF/FM.@ 

e 28 December - Terry Wogan ends his first run as presenter of The Radio 2 Breakfast 
Show, as he leaves the station for a while.” 

e Tom Edwards leaves, and Martin Kelner joins. 


1985[edit] 


e 7 January - Ken Bruce takes over The Radio 2 Breakfast Show from Terry Wogan, 
and David Jacobs, who had presented Melodies for You since 1974, launches a new 
weekday lunchtime programme consisting mainly of tracks from musical 
theatre called My Kind of Music.” He replaces Steve Jones who takes over the 
Saturday late show slot vacated by Ken Bruce although by July, Martin Kelner had 
taken over the slot. Robin Boyle replaces David Jacobs as host of Melodies for You. 

e BBC Radio 2 changes the format of Sounds of the 60s. The show is no longer hosted 
by a single presenter and instead a different artist from the era presents the 
programme each week. 

e Steve Jones and Tony Brandon leave, and Chris Stuart, Steve Madden, Derek 
Jameson, and Angela Rippon join. 


1986[edit] 


Alan Dedicoat and Paul Jones join. 

7 April - 

o Derek Jameson takes over The Radio 2 Breakfast Show from Ken Bruce, who 
moves to mid-mornings, a slot he retains to this day. 

o The weekday daytime schedule gives way to evening programmes an hour 
earlier, at 7pm. 

13 April - Richard Baker replaces Robin Boyle as host of Melodies for You, as Richard 

himself joins the station. 

May - BBC Radio 2's summer Sunday afternoon sports and entertainment 

programme Summer Sounds is renamed Sunday Sport. The show now has a greater 

emphasis on sports coverage although music remains part of the mix. 

December - David Hamilton leaves. He says that his reason for going is because the 

music policy had become “geriatric” following a repositioning of the station, under 

the influence of new Head of Music Frances Line, to appeal to over 50s with a 

playlist of nostalgia, easy listening and light music. 


1987[edit] 


Alex Lester and Adrian Love join. 


1988[edit] 


January - Sport bulletins are broadcast at breakfast for the first time. Previously, 
apart from a racing bulletin, sports news did not commence until lunchtime. 

Chris Stuart replaces Ray Moore as presenter of the early show when the latter 
becomes ill suffering from cancer, as Ray himself leaves the station before his death 
next year. Moore had presented the show since 1980; Stuart, previously breakfast 
presenter on BBC Radio Wales, has often covered for Moore since 1985. Graham 
Knight joins the station to present the weekend early shows. 

29 September - BBC Radio 1 'borrows' BBC Radio 2's FM frequencies on a weeknight 
for the final time following the start of a programme of switching on transmitters to 
allow BBC Radio 1 to broadcast full-time on FM which, at this time, was available to 
2/3 of the UK. 

Simon Dee, Anne Robinson, and Billy Butler join, and Stuart Hall leaves. 


1989[edit] 


Peter Dickson leaves. 

Simon Dee presents Sounds of the 60s for the first half of the year. 

1 October - BBC Radio 2 begins a series of Sunday afternoon performances of works 
by Gilbert and Sullivan. The 12-week series, which runs until Christmas, replaces the 
station's usual Sunday afternoon schedule.™ 


1990s[edit] 
1990[edit] 


e 6 January - BBC Radio 2 becomes available on FM on Saturday afternoons for the 
first time; a new music schedule is created, with Katie Boyle presenting a two-hour 
programme, while sport continues on MW. 

e 24 March - Martin Kelner leaves for a while. 

e 25 March - At 7pm BBC Radio 2 becomes available on FM 24/7 for the first time after 
the final ever ‘borrow’ of its FM frequencies by BBC Radio 1. 

e 30 March - Ahead of major changes to the station's output, Brian 
Matthew goes Round Midnight for the final time. 

e 31 March - As part of the changes, the Radio 2 Arts Programme and Sounds of the 
50s, presented by Ronnie Hilton, are launched with Brian Matthew taking over as 
host of Sounds of the 60s. 

e 2 April - The changes to weekday programming begin today. Ken Bruce launches a 
new late night programme with Judith Chalmers joining the station on permanent 
basis to replacing Ken at mid-mornings, a weeknight late night jazz show called Jazz 
Parade is launched as a replacement for Sounds of Jazz and a weekday guest 
afternoon slot is introduced featuring a different personality choosing their favourite 
music each week.22! 

e 8 July - Wimbledon is broadcast on BBC Radio 2 for the final time. From next year, 
the event will be broadcast on BBC Radio 5. 

e 15 August - BBC Radio 2 begins to wind down its transmissions on MW ahead of the 
launch of BBC Radio 5, which will occupy BBC Radio 2's MW frequencies, by 
broadcasting a daytime information service providing advice about how to listen to 
Radio 2 on FM. 

e 26 August - Sport on 2 is broadcast on BBC Radio 2 for the final time. 

e 27 August - BBC Radio 2 becomes the first national radio station in the UK to 
broadcast only on FM. 

e 16 September - Sunday Half Hour is revamped. Instead of coming from a different 
church each week, the show becomes a studio-based programme with Roger 
Royle as presenter, as Roger himself joins the station. 

e Don Maclean and Fran Godfrey join, and Simon Dee, and Billy Butler leave. 


1991 [edit] 


e 20 December - Derek Jameson leaves The Radio 2 Breakfast Show after presenting 
it for five years.” and the final weekday lunchtime serving of Our Kind of 
Music takes place. 

e 25 December - Norma Major, the wife of Prime Minister John Major, was a guest 
presenter on BBC Radio 2, where she had presented a programme playing some of 
her favourite seasonal music.24 

e Peter Clayton leaves, Brian Hayes and John Sachs join, and Ed Stewart rejoins. 


1992[edit] 


e 6 January - In a major shake-up of the daytime schedule, Brian Hayes takes over as 
host of The Radio 2 Breakfast Show from Derek Jameson who moves to a new late 
evening slot to launch a new show, co-presented by his wife Ellen who joins the 
station. Ken Bruce returns to the mid-morning show following Judith Chalmers’ 


departure and Ed Stewart, who rejoined the station the previous year, takes over as 
the mid-afternoon presenter.22 Weekend changes see Melodies for You move to 
early evenings and Barbara Sturgeon replaces Graham Knight as presenter of the 
weekend early shows, as Barbara herself joins the station. The weekday music 
policy is slightly adjusted; Sunday afternoon output is branded Vintage Years, 

while John Sachs presents a Sunday morning show with a comparatively modern 
playlist compared to most of the station's other output at the time. 

April - Alex Lester becomes the permanent early morning presenter (a slot 
previously hosted on rotation by the station's announcers and newsreaders) and in 
July Steve Madden becomes the permanent overnight presenter, a slot which had 
similarly been hosted by the presentation team on rotation since the late 1970s. 

28 June - BBC Radio 2 provides fifteen hours of coverage of the first annual National 
Music Day, presented by Ken Bruce.“ 

23 December - Brian Hayes presents The Radio 2 Breakfast Show for the final time. 


Keith Fordyce and Teddy Johnson leave, and Nick Barraclough joins. 


1993 [edit] 


4 January - Terry Wogan returns to the station with Wake Up to Wogan and Sarah 
Kennedy also returns to the station to take over the early show, which later 
becomes known as The Dawn Patrol. 

3 April - Shortly after midnight BBC Radio 2 airs the final edition of its weeknight 
jazz programme, Jazz Parade. The programme is presented by Digby 

Fairweather and features the BBC Big Band conducted by Barry Forgie.2 

Bill Rennells, Barbara Sturgeon, John Sachs, and Anne Robinson leave. 


1994[edit] 


Adrian Love leaves. 

1 October - Martin Kelner rejoins after four years away to present a Saturday 
afternoon programme and to stand in for other presenters. This show, along with 
documentaries and concerts broadcast after it, represents a tentative attempt to 
appeal more to the "Beatles generation", which the station is encouraged to appeal 
to in the 'People and Programmes' report published in February 1995.24 


1995[edit] 


21 April - Gloria Hunniford leaves. 

12 June - Debbie Thrower joins the station, as the new weekday afternoons 
presenter, 221 

1 July - Mo Dutta joins the station to present weekend early morning programmes.22! 
27 September - BBC Radio 2 begins to broadcast digitally following the 
commencement by the BBC of regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, from the Crystal 
Palace transmitting station. 

October - Following the death of Alan Dell, Malcolm Laycock becomes presenter 

of Dance Band Days as Malcolm himself joins the station. 

19 November - Although he is still billed in Radio Times until 10 December, Charlie 
Chester is likely to have presented his last BBC Radio 2 show on this day, before he 
had a stroke! after which he could not walk or speak.22 

Frank Renton joins. 


1996[edit] 


Pam Ayres and Michael Parkinson join, including the launch of Parkinson's Sunday 
Supplement. 

March - Jim Moir replaces Frances Line as controller and begins repositioning the 
station to attract a wider audience of over 35s, many of whom have moved to 
commercial radio following the repositioning of BBC Radio 1 three years earlier. He 
introduces a daytime playlist consisting of AOR/contemporary music with specialist 
programmes airing during the evening and at the weekend. Nostalgic/easy listening 
music is restricted to Sundays only. The move is successful and people flock to the 
station and shortly after BBC Radio 2 replaces BBC Radio 1 as the most listened to 
station in the U K!etatien needed, 

30 March - Steve Wright joins the station, to present weekend mid-morning shows. 
including the launch of Sunday Love Songs. 

July - Hugh Scully takes over as presenter of Melodies for You. 

6 October - The first edition of The David Jacobs Collection is broadcast on Sunday 
evenings. 

29 November - Martin Kelner, Chris Stuart, Wally Whyton, and Katie Boyle leave. 


1997[edit] 


29 March - Bob Harris joins, to present a Saturday late night programme “for the 
discerning music fan” 2 

3 April - Derek and Ellen Jameson present their late night programme for the final 
time, as they leave the station.2# Richard Allinson joins the station, and takes over 
the late show from the following Monday. 

5 April - Pick of the Pops returns to the BBC. The programme is aired on Saturday 
afternoons with Alan Freeman returning and joining the station as the host. The 
programme had last been on BBC Radio 1 at the end of 1992 and throughout most 
of the intervening period it had been broadcast on Capital London. 

31 August - Regular programming on the BBC's radio and television stations is 
abandoned to provide ongoing news coverage of the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. BBC Radio 2 airs a special programme from BBC Radio News, which is also 
carried on BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4 and BBC Radio 5 Live.22 BBC Radio 

2 broadcasts live coverage of the funeral six days later. 

Angela Rippon leaves, and Mike Harding joins. 

the final edition of Folk on 2 is broadcast as Jim Lloyd himself leaves the station. 


1998[edit] 


Stuart Maconie, Paul Gambaccini, Jools Holland, and Mark Lamarr join, and Benny 
Green, Debbie Thrower, and Bob Holness leave. 

13 April - Dance Band Days is broadcast for the final time. 

2 October - John Dunn presents his final drivetime show, having hosted the 
programme after 22 years of broadcasting, as he retires from the station.24 

5 October - A major overhaul of the schedule sees many new faces joining the 
network, including the singer Katrina Leskanich, Jackie Bird, and former BBC Radio 
1 presenters Lynn Parsons, and Andy Peebles who present overnight shows on 
weekdays and weekends respectively, replacing Steve Madden and Charles 

Nove. Johnnie Walker joins the station as a regular presenter hosting the afternoon 
drivetime show (Monday to Thursday) with Des Lynam presenting the show on 


Fridays. Sally Boazman joins, and becomes the station's first official traffic presenter 
for weekday afternoons and Bobbie Pryor also joins as travel news presenter for 
weekends, Bob Harris takes over a relaunched weekly country music programme 
from David Allan. 


1999[edit] 


e David Allan, Pam Ayres, and Michael Aspel leave, and Jonathan Ross joins. 

e 26 April - Johnnie Walker was suspended from his drivetime show after allegations 
concerning a drug problem appeared in the Sunday tabloid, the News of the World. 
eu Richard Allinson presents the drivetime show during Walker's absence, while Tom 
Robinson stands in on his Saturday afternoon show. 

e 26 June - Janice Long joins. 

e 5 July - Steve Wright in the Afternoon returns to radio after a break of several years 
away as Steve Wright replaces Ed Stewart as the weekday afternoon presenter, as 
Ed himself moves to weekends. 

e July - Following his move to ITV, Des Lynam leaves. 

e 1 August - Richard Baker begins his second stint as host of Melodies for You. 

e 2 August - It is announced that ITV has signed BBC sports presenter Des Lynam ona 
four-year contract to become the tv station's main football presenter.22! This means 
he will no longer present his Friday drivetime show. 

e 14 October - Managers at BBC Radio 2 reinstate Johnnie Walker after he is fined 
£2,000 by magistrates for admitting possession of cocaine. He will return to the 
airwaves on 6 December.2 

e 6 December - Johnnie Walker returns to the station after being suspended. 


2000s[edit] 
2000[edit] 


e Sounds of the 70s is broadcast for the first time, and is presented by singer Steve 
Harley, who joins the station. 

e February - BBC Radio 2 presents its first annual BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. 

e 3 April - Janice Long begins presenting the night time show. 

e 21 October - comedian Jack Docherty joins the station to host Saturday Night Jack. 
The show lasts three months. 

e Dale Winton joins, and replaces Alan Freeman as host of Pick of the Pops, as Alan 
himself retires from radio broadcasting due to ill health. 

e Jackie Bird, Sheila Tracy and Katrina Leskanich leave, and Lynn Bowles joins, 
becomes the first travel presenter for weekday mornings. 


2001 [edit] 


e 10 May - For the first time, BBC Radio 2 becomes the UK's most listened to radio 
station, overtaking BBC Radio 1.% It has held that position ever since. 

e 1 October - BBC Radio 2 starts broadcasting a weekly album chart show. The one- 
hour programme was broadcast on Monday evenings and was presented by Simon 
Mayo who joins the station.24 

e Jack Docherty and Cliff Adams leave. 


2002[edit] 


e Andy Peebles leaves. 

e 11 March - Spin-off station BBC Radio 6 Music launches. 

e 20 December - Sir Jimmy Young presents his final lunchtime programme after nearly 
50 years of broadcasting, as he retires from the station.2# 


2003 [edit] 


e Sybil Ruscoe joins, and Alan Keith hosts his final Your Hundred Best Tunes show and 
leaves the station before his death. 

e 6 January - Jeremy Vine joins the station, and takes over the lunchtime show from 
Sir Jimmy Young.22 

e March - Richard Baker takes over as host of Your Hundred Best Tunes following the 
death of Alan Keith. Brian Kay briefly replaces Richard as host of Melodies for 
You with Sheridan Morley taking over the show the following year. 

e 5 June - Johnnie Walker announces that he will be taking time off air for a while to 
undergo treatment after being diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.“ During 
his time away the show will be presented by Stuart Maconie and Noel Edmonds (who 
made a brief return to radio). 


2004[edit] 


e 5 January - Lesley Douglas succeeds Jim Moir as Controller.“ 

e 1 March - Johnnie Walker returns to his drivetime show, and the station following a 
nine-month break away, while he received treatment for cancer. 

e 7 June - Mark Radcliffe joins, and takes over the late show from Richard Allinson 

e 28 August - Pick of the Pops ends although bank holiday editions of the show 
continue to be broadcast. 

e 4 September - Dermot O'Leary joins, and starts hosting his Saturday afternoon 
show. 

e 5 September - Elaine Paige joins, and starts hosting her Sunday lunchtime movies 
and musicals show Elaine Paige on Sunday. 

e Sybil Ruscoe leaves. 


2005 [edit] 


e September - A year after BBC Radio 2 stopped broadcasting a weekly edition of Pick 
of the Pops, the programme returns on a regular basis. 
e Chris Evans joins, and takes over Saturday afternoon. 


2006[edit] 


e Aled Jones and Matthew Wright join, and Don Maclean, Ed Stewart, and Brian 
Hayes leave. 

e 28 February - Johnnie Walker announces he will leave the Drivetime show after 
seven years. He will present his last show at the end of March, as Johnnie himself 
moves to weekends to replace Ed Stewart on Sunday afternoons.™! He will present 
his final programme on 31 March. 

e 31 March - Johnnie Walker steps down from drivetime hosting. 


18 April - Chris Evans takes over the Drivetime show from Johnnie Walker, 

and Rebecca Pike joins.“ 

Pete Mitchell and Clare Teal join. 

26 August - Brian Matthew takes a break from his radio broadcasting for while due 
to a virus illness. 

18 November - Russell Brand joins the station to present a regular weekly 
programme.“ 


2007[edit] 


21 January - Your Hundred Best Tunes is broadcast for the final time. The 
programme ended after 47 years on air and was replaced a week later by Melodies 
for You with Alan Titchmarsh joining the station to present the programme.“4 

10 February - Brian Matthew returns. 

4 April - Bob Harris announces he will take a break from his shows for a while, when 
he receives treatment for prostate cancer. 

8 April - Roger Royle presents Sunday Half Hour for the final time, after 17 years as 
the programme's host, as he leaves and retires from the station. He is replaced the 
following week by Brian D’Arcy, as Brian himself joins the station. 

16 April - The first Radcliffe and Maconie Show presented by Mark 

Radcliffe and Stuart Maconie is aired on BBC Radio 2. 

19 October - Michael Parkinson announces he will leave his Sunday morning 

show, Parkinson's Sunday Supplement and the station after 11 years broadcasting. 
“sı He will present his last show in 2 December.“ 

1 December - Bob Harris returns. 

2 December - Michael Parkinson hosts his last ever Parkinson's Sunday 
Supplement show, and leaves the station. 

25 December - Ed Stewart rejoins for the last time, and hosts his first ever 
Christmas Junior Choice programme. 

Steve Lamacq and Bob Dylan join, and Nick Barraclough and Richard Baker leave. 


2008[edit] 


Steve Harley leaves the station, after hosting his final Sounds of the 70s show. 
Michael Ball joins, including the launch of Michael Ball's Sunday Brunch 

17 March - Humphrey Lyttelton retires from radio broadcasting. He had 

presented Best of Jazz for the last 40 years. 

9 April - Trevor Nelson joins, and brings his Rhythm Nation show to the station. 

16 October - An episode of the Russell Brand Show, co-hosted by fellow BBC Radio 
2 presenter Jonathan Ross is recorded for transmission at a later date. The show 
includes Brand and Ross leaving four prank messages on actor Andrew Sachs's 
answerphone including offensive remarks about his granddaughter and use of foul 
language. The programme is subsequently broadcast on Saturday 18 October, 
partially censored, having passed the various pre-transmission checks from the 
programme's editors. Initially the programme only receives a negligible number of 
complaints regarding Jonathan Ross' bad language; however, after the incident is 
reported a week later by The Mail on Sunday a public outcry soon ensues. The case 
is referred to both Ofcom and the BBC Trust and in the interim Ross and Brand are 
both suspended for 12 weeks from all BBC programmes pending investigation. Soon 
after these announcements Russell Brand announces his resignation, as Russell 


himself leaves the station. shortly followed by BBC Radio 2 controller Lesley 
Douglas. Jonathan Ross was suspended from the BBC without pay for 12 weeks. 4821 
e 30 October - Controller Lesley Douglas's resignation is announced, as she leaves the 
station. 
e Matthew Wright leaves, and Suzi Quatro joins. 


2009[edit] 


e 24 January - Jonathan Ross returns to the station and the BBC after being 
suspended. 

e 27 January - Bob Shennan is appointed as Controller following the resignation 
of Lesley Douglas.! He will take up the position in February. 

e February - Bob Shennan replaces Lesley Douglas as Controller, as he joins the 
station. 

e 13 March - The station confirms plans to overhaul its weekend schedule from April. 
This will include Paul O'Grady, Alan Carr and Emma Forbes joining the network to 
present shows, while the Saturday afternoon comedy hour will move to Thursday 
evenings. The changes will also see Johnnie Walker present Sounds of the 70s on 
Sunday afternoon. 

e 5 April- 

o Sounds of the 70s returns to the airwaves on a regular and permanent basis 
with Johnnie Walker as presenter. The programme and been on air on an ad-hoc 
basis since 2000.55 

o Paul O'Grady presents his first Sunday teatime show as part of the weekend 
schedule changes, as Paul himself joins the station. 5% 

e 22 May - The BBC says that Jonathan Ross's show will no longer be broadcast live 
following complaints about a joke he made on an edition of the programme which 
some listeners interpreted as being anti-gay.24 

e 30 May - Mo Dutta leaves after 14 years of broadcasting.= 

e 31 May - Pete Mitchell leaves the station to join Radio X and later Absolute 
Radio and Virgin Radio UK. 

e 6 and 7 June - Zoë Ball and Emma Forbes both join the station to present the 
Saturday and Sunday weekend breakfast shows respectively.&1 

e 26 July - Malcolm Laycock presents his final edition of Sunday Night at 10, as he 
leaves the station. 

e 2 August - Clare Teal took over from Malcolm Laycock on Sunday Night at 10. 

e 15 August - Malcolm Laycock criticises the network's management for abandoning 
its older listeners and claims he was constructively dismissed by the station, 
although BBC Radio 2 denies this to be the case. Laycock resigned from his position 
following a long-running dispute with his producer over the content of his show, and 
because of issues regarding his salary. 

e 7 September - Sir Terry Wogan announces that he will step down as host of The 
Radio 2 Breakfast Show on 18 December, as Sir Terry himself moves to weekends 
on 14 February 2010 next year. 

e 18 December - After 27 years, Sir Terry Wogan presents his final breakfast show.!! 

e 24 December - The final edition of Chris Evans Drivetime is broadcast ahead of 
Chris' move to The Radio 2 Breakfast Show." 


e Bob Dylan leaves. 


2010s[edit] 
2010[edit] 


e 7 January - Jonathan Ross announces he will leave the BBC and the station when his 
contract expires in July.) 

e 11 January - 

o Chris Evans takes over as presenter of the breakfast show. The programme's 
launch also sees the return of newsreader Moira Stuart to the BBC after two 
years away. lle 

o Simon Mayo takes over the drivetime show and Matt Williams joins. 

e 14 February - Sir Terry Wogan rejoins the station for the last time, to host his 
Sunday mid-morning show Weekend Wogan. 

e 11 March - BBC Radio 2 confirms plans to overhaul its schedule from April. This will 
include moving two of its longest-running shows, Big Band Special and The Organist 
Entertains to different time slots, and switching its comedy hour from Thursday to 
Saturday evenings - the second time it has done this in 12 months. 

e April - Emma Forbes leaves. 

e 30 April - It is reported that Emma Forbes has quit as co-host of the Saturday night 
show Going Out with Alan Carr after a disagreement with her bosses over time off.22 

e 5 July - The BBC Trust rejects BBC plans to close the digital stations BBC Radio 6 
Music and BBC Asian Network saying there is not a strong enough case for closure.2 

e 17 July - Jonathan Ross leaves. 

e 3 September - BBC Radio 2 announces that presenter Sarah Kennedy leaves the 
network after 17 years of broadcasting. By then she had been absent from the show 
for several weeks, and would not return to the programme before the schedules 
were reorganised in October. Lynn Parsons acts as the show's stand-in presenter for 
its remaining time on air. 

e 2 October - comedian Graham Norton joins, and takes over the Saturday morning 
show from Jonathan Ross.” 

e 30 October - Dale Winton leaves. 

e 6 November - Tony Blackburn joins the station, and replaces Dale Winton as the 
regular host of the station's Pick of the Pops programme. 

e 24 December - Mark Lamarr leaves. 

e Suzi Quatro leaves. 


2011 [edit] 


e Dave Pearce joins the station to host a weekly dance music show. Dave Pearce's 
Dance Years will air on Saturday evenings. 

e 17 January - Vanessa Feltz joins, and takes over Sarah Kennedy's early morning 
show. 

e 31 January - BBC Radio 2 announces the cancellation of its annual Electric 
Proms season after five years, citing financial considerations.“ 

e April - Huey Morgan joins. 

e 4 April - Jo Whiley joins the station on a permanent basis to present a new evening 
show, She replaces Mark Radcliffe and Stuart Maconie. 

e 22 June - BBC Radio 2 hosts 2DAY, a day of 12 hour-long programmes to promote 
some of the station's specialist output normally reserved for evenings and 
weekends. 21I721 


28 August - Alan Titchmarsh presents the final edition of Melodies for You, as he 
leaves the station. The programme, dedicated to popular classic and light music, 
and part of the station's Sunday schedule since it launched in 1967, was scrapped 
as the station wanted to change its format for representing the genres. 224 

11 September - The first Radio 2 Live in Hyde Park music festival is held in 
London's Hyde Park, with Gary Barlow as headline act.& 


2012[edit] 


Brian D'Arcy hosts his final Sunday Half Hour show, and leaves the station, to 

join BBC Radio Ulster. 

28 January - Zoé Ball announces she is stepping down from the Saturday breakfast 
show. She will continue to provide cover for other presenters on the network for 
occasions.® She will be replaced on 25 February by Anneka Rice. 

25 February - Anneka Rice joins, and replaces Zoe Ball on Saturday breakfast. 

6 February - Diane-Louise Jordan joins, and replaces Brian D'Arcy as host of Sunday 
Half Hour. 

6 March - Comedian Alan Carr announces his intention to quit his Radio 2 

show Going Out with Alan Carr so he can devote more time to his television career. 
[86] 


14 April - 

o BBC Radio 2 airs a minute-by-minute account of the sinking of the RMS Titanic to 
coincide with the 100th anniversary of the disaster.&4 

12 May - Liza Tarbuck joins, and begins presenting her first regular show. #21 

September - BBC Radio 2 ends the practice of having its own team of newsreaders. 

This role was taken on by journalists. As a result, Colin Berry leaves - he had been a 

newsreader for the station since 1973. 

17 October - BBC Radio 2 axes folk presenter Mike Harding after 15 years with the 

network. He will host his last show on 26 December. 

26 December - Mike Harding leaves. 

Aled Jones leaves the station to join Classic FM and BBC Radio Wales and also to 

rejoin BBC Radio 3. 


2013[edit] 


2 January - Mark Radcliffe takes over Mike Harding's Wednesday night folk music 
show. 

20 January - The Sunday Half Hour is doubled in length but moves from mid- 
evenings to an early morning slot and is renamed accordingly, to The Sunday Hour. 
At the same time Clare Balding joins the station, and takes over from Aled Jones as 
host of Good Morning Sunday.» 

4 August - After a career with BBC Radio 2 spanning more than 40 years, David 
Jacobs retires. 

5 October - Sara Cox joins the station, to host Sounds of the 80s, a new programme 
dedicated to hits of the 80s.) 

1 November - Broadcasting of Paul Gambaccini's America's Greatest Hits is 
suspended from its Saturday night slot after the presenter was arrested as part of 
the Operation Yewtree investigation. Gambaccinini himself took the decision not to 
go on air following media interest in his arrest. Gambaccini returned to the 
station a year later after it is decided that he will face no charges. 

Don Black joins. 


Stuart Maconie and Steve Lamacq leave the station to rejoin BBC Radio 6 Music. 
Big Band Special broadcasts for the final time. 


2014[edit] 


February - Sara Cox rejoins on permanent basis, after left BBC Radio 1. 

7-10 April - As part of the BBC's celebration of the 20th anniversary 

of Britpop, Steve Lamacg and Jo Whiley present a week of former BBC Radio 1's long 
running The Evening Session on BBC Radio 2.9% 

8 May - BBC Radio 2 launches its very first pop DAB station BBC Radio 2 Eurovision. 
It returned a year later to cover the 2015 contest. 

8 & 10 August - Sally Boazman presents her final travel news reports for weekdays, 
as she moves to weekends, and Bobbie Pryor presents her final travel reports for 
weekends, as she moves to weekdays. 

11 August - Bobbie Pryor replaces Sally Boazman, and presents her first travel 
reports for weekday afternoons. 

October - Radio 2 stops broadcasting a full overnight schedule as part of cost 
cutting measures. The 3 am to 5 am weeknight slot broadcasts repeats of weekly 
shows. 

Lynn Parsons, Dave Pearce, Fran Godfrey and Richard Allinson leave, and Craig 
Charles and Ana Matronic join. 


2015[edit] 


5-8 March - BBC Radio 2 launches its second pop-up station - BBC Radio 2 
Country to cover the annual C2C: Country to Country festival. The station returned 
to cover the 2016 and 2017 event. 

27 March - Newsreader and continuity announcer Alan Dedicoat presents his final 
bulletins for the network after 28 years of broadcasting, as he retires from the 
station.24 

8 November - Sir Terry Wogan leaves the station, and hosts his last ever and 
final Weekend Wogan show due to ill health. 

17 December - Rebecca Pike leaves. 

25 December - Ed Stewart hosts his last ever and final Christmas Junior 

Choice programme and leaves the station before his death next year. 


2016[edit] 


25 February - Tony Blackburn was dismissed by the BBC"! and Mark Goodier takes 
over as temporary host of Pick of the Pops. 

April - BBC Radio 2 broadcasts its third pop-up station - BBC Radio 2 50s. 

9 July - Paul Gambaccini becomes the permanent host of Pick of the Pops. 

July - Trevor Nelson brings his Rhythm Nation r&b show to Saturday nights. He had 
previously presented a Wednesday evening Rhythm Nation soul show for the 
station, and Fearne Cotton joins. 

28 October - Desmond Carrington presents his final show, after 37 years of 
broadcasting. as he retires from the station.22 

31 December - Tony Blackburn returns. 


2017[edit] 


e 6 January - Tony Blackburn's The Golden Hour broadcasts for the first time, after 
Blackburns's return to BBC Radio 2 from New Year's Eve 2016. 

e 9 January - BBC Radio 2 announces that all remaining overnight live programming 
will be dropped for a while as part of cost-cutting measures. Consequently, the After 
Midnight programme, will be axed in favour of repeats of shows such as Sounds of 
the 60s and Pick of the Pops, while an automated service titled Radio 2 Playlists will 
air in the 2 am - 5 am slot.2% 

e 26 January - Janice Long leaves the station to join BBC Radio Wales. 

e 29 January - Alex Lester leaves the station to join BBC Local Radio. 

e 25 February - Brian Matthew presents his final edition of Sound's of the 60s for BBC 
Radio 2, following his retirement due to ill health, and Anneka Rice hosts her final 
Saturday breakfast show.2! 

e 4 March - Tony Blackburn succeeds Brian Matthew as presenter of BBC Radio 
2's Sounds of the 60s. The two-hour show also moves to the earlier time of 6 am, 
and Zoe Ball rejoins the station on permanent basis to host a new Saturday 
afternoon show, while Dermot O'Leary takes over from Anneka Rice on Saturday 
breakfast. 

e 1 April - Anneka Rice rejoins the station on permanent basis to host her new 
Saturday late-night show The Happening 

e 9 June - Gary Davies joins, and returns to BBC Radio after 23 years away. 

e 9 July - Diane-Louise Jordan presents The Sunday Hour for the final time, as she 
leaves the station. 

e 30 September - The 50th anniversary of the launch of BBC Radio 2 (and BBC Radio 
1) is celebrated.““! The two stations air a joint 90-minute show presented by Nick 
Grimshaw and Tony Blackburn, and BBC Radio 2 reconstructs the very first BBC 
Radio 1 show - Tony Blackburn's Disc Delivery. 

e 26 November - Clare Balding hosts Good Morning Sunday for the final time, as she 
leaves the station. 


2018[edit] 


e Paul jones leaves, and Cerys Matthews and Angela Scanlon join. 

e 28 January - After nearly 78 years on air, The Sunday Hour is broadcast on BBC 
Radio 2 for the final time.” 

e 4 February - Good Morning Sunday is relaunched and extended into a three-hour 
programme, presented by Kate Bottley and Jason Mohammad, as they join the 
station. 2% 

e 29 March - Lynn Bowles, who has been reading travel news on weekday mornings 
for the station since 2000, leaves the station, to rejoin BBC Radio Wales. 

e 8 May - Long running specialist music programmes The Organist 
Entertains and Listen to the Band are broadcast for the final time - the former had 
been on air since 1969, as Nigel Ogden and Frank Renton both leave the station.2% 

e 10 May - The final edition of the Radio 2 Arts Programme is broadcast, ending after 
28 years on air. 

e 11 May - Sara Cox steps down from Sounds of the 80's hosting. 

e 14 May - Anew weekday evening and overnight schedule launches. Jo 
Whiley joins Simon Mayo to present an extended drivetime show as Matt 
Williams himself leaves the station. with Jo's former slot now occupied by specialist 


music and documentaries. Sara Cox launches a new late night show and live 
overnight broadcasting returns with a new midnight to 3 am show presented by O.J. 
Borg, as O.J himself joins the station. 

18 May - Gary Davies replaces Sara Cox as presenter of Sounds of the 80s. 

18 June - The Radio 2 Rockshow with Johnnie Walker broadcasts for the first time. 

3 September - Chris Evans reveals live on air that he is to leave the The Radio 2 
Breakfast Show, and the station at the end of the year.2 

3 October - Mark Radcliffe takes a break from his radio broadcasting for a while, to 
receive treatment for cancer. 

22 October - Radio 2's unpopular Drivetime Show with Simon Mayo and Jo Whiley is 
to end at the end of the year after a backlash from listeners. Jo Whiley will move 
back to an evening slot, while Simon Mayo will leave BBC Radio 2, but he will 
continue his BBC Radio 5 Live film review programme.“ 

14 December - Moira Stuart reads the news on BBC Radio 2 for the final time, as she 
leaves the station to join Classic FM.4 

21 December - Simon Mayo leaves. 

24 December - After presenting The Radio 2 Breakfast Show for the past eight 
years, Chris Evans presents the final edition of The Chris Evans Breakfast 

Show on BBC Radio 2, as he leaves the station to join Virgin Radio UK.“ 


2019[edit] 


14 January & 19 January - 

o Zoë Ball takes over as presenter of The Radio 2 Breakfast Show™ 

o Other major changes to the schedule take place. Sara Cox replaces Simon 
Mayo as presenter of the drivetime show. The programme returns to its two-hour 
format from 5pm to 7pm.“ Jo Whiley follows with the return of her evening 
show, the specialist music programmes move to 9pm and Trevor 
Nelson replaces Sara Cox as presenter of the Rhythm Nation Monday to 
Thursday late show. Weekend changes see Rylan Clark-Neal replacing Zoë- 
Ball as host of the Saturday afternoon show, as Rylan himself joins the station. 
and the Saturday evening slot vacated by Trevor Nelson being filled by some of 
the displaced weeknight specialist shows." 

25 January - BBC Radio 2 confirms that Johnnie Walker will take a break from his 

radio broadcasting for a while to receive treatment for a heart condition.“ 

13 February - Mark Radcliffe returns. 

16 March - Johnnie Walker returns. 

30 May - Bob Harris takes a break from his radio broadcasting for a while due to 

an aortic dissection illness. 

19 September - Bob Harris returns. 
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BIBIC. 
RADIO 


Broadcast 


area 


First air 


date 


Format 


Language( 


s) 


Owner 


Webcast 


United Kingdom 


29 September 1946 (as BBC Third 
Programme) 


30 September 1967 (as BBC Radio 3) 


Classical, jazz, world 


music, drama, culture, arts 


English 


BBC 


Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 
Kbps MP3) 

e UK-only stream (Shoutcast, 320 Kbps 
AAC) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 


e UK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 3 


BBC Radio 3 is a British radio station operated by the BBC. Its output centres 

on classical music and opera, but jazz, world music, drama, culture and the arts also 
feature. The station describes itself as 'the world's most significant commissioner of 
new music',2@ and through its New Generation Artists scheme promotes young 
musicians of all nationalities.“ The station broadcasts the BBC Proms concerts, live and 
in full, each summer in addition to performances by the BBC Orchestras and Singers. 
There are regular productions of both classic plays and newly commissioned drama. 


Radio 3 won the Sony Radio Academy UK Station of the Year Gold Award for 2009" and 
was nominated again in 2011." 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio 3 


Radio 3 is the successor station to the BBC Third Programme which began broadcasting 
on 29 September 1946.2 The name Radio 3 was adopted on 30 September 1967 when 
the BBC launched its first pop music station, Radio 1” and rebranded its national radio 
channels as Radio 1, Radio 2 (formerly the Light Programme), Radio 3, and Radio 

4 (formerly the Home Service). 


Radio 3 was the overall label applied to the collection of services which had until then 
gone under the umbrella title of the Third Network, namely: 


e the Third Programme proper (as launched in 1946, an evenings-only offering of 
demanding cultural fare, both musical and spoken) 

e the Music Programme (a daytime service of classical music) 

e sports coverage (chiefly on Saturday afternoons) and adult educational 
programming in the early part of weekday evenings (known as Network Three). 


All these strands, including the Third Programme, kept their separate identities within 
Radio 3 until 4 April 1970, when there was a further reorganisation following the 
introduction of the structural changes which had been outlined the previous year in the 
BBC document Broadcasting in the Seventies. 


Broadcasting in the Seventies[edit] 


On 10 July 1969 the BBC published its plans for radio and television in a policy 
document entitled Broadcasting in the Seventies. Later described in 2002 by Jenny 


Abramsky, Head of Radio and Music, as "the most controversial document ever 
produced by radio",“ the document outlined each station's target audience and what 
content should be broadcast on each channel. This concept went against the earlier 
methods laid out by the BBC's first Director General John Reith and caused controversy 
at the time, despite laying out the radio structure that is recognisable today.2% 


At the time of the review, Radio 3 faced several problems. An early option to cut costs, 
required under the proposals, was to reduce the number of networks from four to three, 
so that Radio 3 would not broadcast during the day and would use the frequencies of 
either Radio 1 or 2 as the two stations would merge content. However "Day-time serious 
music would be the casualty" of these proposals and caused some controversy. A 
further rumour was expressed that Radio 3 could be closed altogether as a strong 
statistical case existed against the station according to The Guardian! However, the 
Director-General, Charles Curran, publicly denied this as "quite contradictory to the aim 
of the BBC, which is to provide a comprehensive radio service".@?5 Curran had earlier 
dismissed any suggestion that Radio 3's small audience was a consideration: "What is 
decisive is whether there is a worthwhile audience, and | mean by worthwhile an 
audience which will get an enormous satisfaction out of it."!!25 


As a result of Broadcasting in the Seventies, factual content, including documentaries 
and current affairs, were moved to BBC Radio 4 and the separate titled strands were 
abolished. The document stated that Radio 3 was to have "a larger output of standard 
classical music" but with "some element in the evening of cultural speech programmes 
- poetry, plays". Equally, questions were being asked by the poet Peter Porter about 
whether other spoken content, for example poetry, would remain on the station. These 
concerns also led to the composer Peter Maxwell Davies and the music critic Edward 
Greenfield to fear that "people would lose the mix of cultural experiences which 
expanded intellectual horizons".“4» However, Radio 3 controller Howard 

Newby reassured these concerns by replying that only the coverage of political and 
economic affairs would be passed to Radio 4: Radio 3 would keep drama, poetry, and 
talks by scientists, philosophers and historians.“4 


The Broadcasting in the Seventies report also proposed a large cutback in the number 
and size of the BBC's orchestras. In September 1969, a distinguished campaign group 
entitled the Campaign for Better Broadcasting was formed to protest, with the backing 
of Sir Adrian Boult, Jonathan Miller, Henry Moore and George Melly.“21 The campaign 
objected to "the dismantling of the Third Programme by cutting down its spoken word 
content from fourteen hours a week to six" and "segregating programmes into classes". 
431 Mention of the campaign even reached debate in the House of Commons. 


The 'arts' controllers[edit] 


From the launch until 1987, the controllers of Radio 3 showed preferences towards 
speech and arts programming as opposed to focus on classical music and the Proms. 
The first controller, Newby, made little contribution to the station, focusing on the 
transition from the Third programme to Radio 3 and as a result of the Broadcasting in 
the Seventies report. 


The second controller, Stephen Hearst who assumed the role in 1972, was different. As 
Hearst had previously been head of television arts features#*! his appointment was seen 
with scepticism among the staff who viewed him as a populariser.=!7° According to 
Hearst when interviewed for Humphrey Carpenter's book, the main rival candidate for 
controller Martin Esslin, head of Radio Drama, had said to the interviewing panel that 
audience figures should play no part in the decision making process over programming. 
t1268 Hearst said he responded to the same question about this issue by commenting 


that as the station was financed by public money it needed to consider the size of its 
audience - there was a minimum viable figure but this could be increased with "a lively 
style of broadcasting", @7 


Hearst attempted to make the content of the channel more accessible to a wider 
audience, but his efforts, which included the evening drivetime programme Homeward 
Bound and Sunday phone-in request programme Your Concert Choice (the former an 
uninterrupted sequence of musical items identified only at the end of the programme; 
the latter a resurrection from the old Home Service), were criticised.!78 2° However, 
during this time the long running arts discussion programme Critics’ Forum was 
launched®% as well as themed evenings and programmes of miscellaneous music 
including Sounds Interesting.“ 


In 1978, lan Mcintyre took over as controller of Radio 3 but quickly faced uncomfortable 
relationships between departments. At approximately the same time Aubrey 

Singer became Managing Director of Radio and began to make programming on the 
station more populist in a drive to retain listeners in face of possible competition from 
competitors using a "streamed format".#3* An example of this is the replacement 

of Homeward Bound in 1980 with an extended, presenter-driven programme 

called Mainly for Pleasure. The same year an internal paper recommended the 
disbandment of several of the BBC's orchestras and of the Music Division, resulting in 
low morale and industrial action by musicians that delayed the start of the Proms. 23° 
307 Senior management was also getting dissatisfied with listening figures leading to the 
Director-General Alasdair Milne to suggest that presentation style was "too stodgy and 
old-fashioned".#53 


The 'music' controllers[edit] 


In 1987 the positions of Controller of Music and Controller of Radio 3 were merged, and 
with it the operation of the Proms, under the former Music Controller John Drummond. 
Drummond, like Hearst, believed that the music programmes' presentation was too stiff 
and formal##74 and he therefore encouraged announcers to be more natural and 
enthusiastic. Repeats of classic drama performances by the likes of John 

Gielgud and Paul Scofield were also included because, in his view, newer drama was 
"gloomy and pretentious".“*1 He also introduced features and celebrations of the 
anniversaries of famous figures including William Glock, Michael Tippett and Isaiah 
Berlin. Drummond also introduced the show Mixing It which targeted the music genres 
that fell between Radios 1 and 3, often seen as a precursor to the programme Late 


Junction. 


During Drummond's time, Radio 3 also began to experiment with outside broadcasts 
including an ambitious Berlin Weekend to mark the reunification of Germany in 1990 
and a much praised weekend of programming that was broadcast from London 

and Minneapolis-St Paul - creating broadcasting history by being the first time a whole 
weekend had been transmitted "live from another continent".@331 However, Drummond 
complained about the former that "not one single senior person in the BBC had listened 
to any part of it", 3: reflecting his general feeling that the BBC senior management paid 
little attention stating: "I can't remember ever having a serious conversation with 
anyone above me in the BBC about Radio 3 ... | would much rather have had the feeling 
that they thought it mattered what Radio 3 did."!2!38-329 


The tercentenary of Henry Purcell's death was marked in 1995 by the award-winning Radio 3 
series Fairest Isle 


Drummond's successor was Nicholas Kenyon, previously chief music critic of The 
Observer, who took over in February 1992 and was immediately faced with the looming 
launch date for commercial competitor Classic FM who were, and still remain, Radio 3's 
biggest rivals. Kenyon, similar to Singer a decade earlier, believed that Radio 3 had to 
make changes to its presentation before the new station began broadcasting rather 
than react later.@3 3° As a result, three senior producers were sent to study classical 
music stations in the United States! and the station hired advertising agents Saatchi 
& Saatchi to help improve public perception. Kenyon's tenure was to meet with much 
controversy: in attempts to update the station's presentation, popular announcers 
Malcolm Ruthven, Peter Barker and Tony Scotland were axed as well as drama being cut 
by a quarter, resulting in a letter of protest to The Times signed by Harold Pinter, Tom 
Stoppard and Fay Weldon among others;!#*2 two new programmes for drive time, 
entitled On Air and /n Tune, were launched and a new three-hour programme of 
popular classics on Sunday mornings fronted by Brian Kay was also launched. 


These moves were defended by Kenyon who argued that the changes were not "some 
ghastly descent into populism" but were instead to create "access points" for new 
listeners.@31 However, there was still "widespread disbelief"@357 when it was announced 
in the summer that a new morning programme would take the 9 pm spot from the 
revered Composer of the Week and would be presented by a signing from Classic FM - 
the disc jockey Paul Gambaccini. The criticism, especially once the programme went on 
air a few weeks later, was so unrelenting that Gambaccini announced the following 
spring that he would not be renewing his contract with Radio 3.181357 


However, Kenyon's controllership was marked by several highly distinguished 
programming successes. Fairest Isle was an ambitious project from 1995 which marked 
the 300th anniversary of the death of Henry Purcell with a year-long celebration of 
British music and the programme Sounding the Century, which ran for two years from 
1997, presented a retrospective of 20th-century music. Both won awards.“2 He also 
introduced a number of well received specialist programmes including children's 
programme The Music Machine, early music programme Spirit of the Age, jazz 


showcase /mpressions, vocal music programme Voices and the arts programme Night 
Waves. 


BBC Radio 3 began nighttime transmissions in May 1996 with the introduction 

of Through the Night,2" consisting of radio recordings from members of the European 
Broadcasting Union and distributed to some of these other stations under the 

title Euroclassic Notturno since 1998.2 The introduction of 24-hour broadcasting 
resulted in the introduction of a 22.00 fixed programming point so that if live 
programme overran, later programming could be cancelled to allow Through the 
Night to begin promptly. 


In 1998, Roger Wright took over as controller of the station. Soon after his appointment 
some changes were made to showcase a wider variety of music; a new, relaxed, late- 
night music programme Late Junction featured a wide variety of genres; programmes 
focusing on jazz and world music were given a higher profile as were programmes 
presented by Brian Kay, focusing on light music, and Andy Kershaw, whose show was 
previously dropped by Radio 1. In these changes, Wright believed that, in the case of 
the former, he was addressing "this feeling people had that they didn't want to put 
Radio 3 on unless they were going to listen carefully"22 and in the latter cases that he 
was "not dumbing down but smarting up" the programmes.22! 


The BBC Radio 3 logo, 2000-2007 


By 2004, Radio 3's programming and services were being recognised by the corporation 
at large, as seen in the 2003/4 Charter renewal application and the Annual report for 
the year which reported that Radio 3 had "achieved a record [audience] reach in the 
first quarter of 2004", and by the government: the Secretary of State's foreword to the 
government's Green Paper in 2005 made special mention of "the sort of commitment to 
new talent that has made Radio 3 the largest commissioner of new music in the world" 
as a model for what the BBC should be about.2#! 


By 2008 however, the station faced pressures to increase its audience by making 
programmes more accessible while loyal listeners began to complain about the tone of 
these new changes. Presentation was described as "gruesome in tone and level"2" and 
global music output was mocked as "street-smart fusions" and "global pop". At the 
same time RAJAR began to record lower listening figures and decisions on policy were 
being changed resulting in the children's programme Making Tracks, experimental 
music programme Mixing It, theatre and film programme Stage and Screen and Brian 
Kay's Light Programme all being dropped, a reduction in the number of concerts1221 and 
format changes to several other programmes. In spite of the changes, figures still 
continued to fall.&% 


The Beethoven Experience: A manuscript page of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. 


The mid to late 2000s did however offer new projects undertaken on the 

station: The Beethoven Experience in June 2005 saw the broadcast of his works 
broadcast non-stop for six days.24 A similar project occurred six months later 

when A Bach Christmas was run for ten days in the lead to Christmas2 and in February 
2007 when a week was similarly given over to the works of Tchaikovsky & Stravinsky, 
and Schubert in March 2012.22 As part of the original Beethoven Experience, the BBC 
trialled its first music downloads over the internet by offering free music downloads of 
all nine symphonies as played by the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra under Gianandrea 
Noseda. The stated aim was "to gauge audiences’ appetite for music downloads and 
their preferred content, and will inform the development of the BBC strategy for audio 
downloads and on demand content". The experiment was wildly successful, attracting 
1.4 million downloads but was met with anger from the major classical record labels 
who considered it unfair competition and "devaluing the perceived value of music".22 As 
a result, no further free downloads have been offered, including as part of the BBC 
iPlayer service, and the BBC Trust has ruled out any classical music podcasts with 
extracts longer than one minute. 


In 2007, Radio 3 also began to experiment with a visual broadcast as well as the audio 
transmissions. In October 2007, Radio 3 collaborated with English National Opera in 
presenting a live video stream of a performance of Carmen, "the first time a UK opera 
house has offered a complete production online"2# and in September 2008, Radio 3 
launched a filmed series of concerts that was available to watch live and on demand for 
seven days "in high quality vision".24 This strategy was also introduced to some of the 
BBC Proms concerts. 


By the latter years of the 2000s, Radio 3's prospects were improving. The year 2008/9 
saw the introduction of more concerts2# and other innovations had introduced Radio 3's 
largest event to a wider audience. The introduction of family orientated concerts to 

the BBC Proms, which are broadcast live on Radio 3, helped the station to introduce 
itself to a younger audience. Innovations of this type began in 2008 with the 
introduction of a concert celebrating the music from the television programme Doctor 
Who as composed by Murray Gold®?! and was later followed by a further Doctor Who 
prom in 2010,“44 a free family prom in 2009, another free Horrible Histories prom in 
2011 and a Wallace and Gromit prom in 2012.“ These particular concerts were 
introduced by Wright, who became Proms Director in addition to his duties at Radio 3 in 
October 2007,“ and many were also televised for broadcast at a later date. The mix in 
these proms of classical music to combine with music of a classical nature from the 


programmes was hoped to introduce a much younger audience to the genres catered 
for by Radio 3.42 


BBC Radio 3 broadcasting live from the Southbank Centre in 2016 


As of 2014 Radio 3 was having to undergo further changes as a result of recent findings 
from the BBC Trust. In the station's latest service review, carried out in 2010, the Trust 
recommended the station become more accessible to new audiences, easier to navigate 
through the different genres and to review the output of the BBC's orchestras and 
singers.“* Soon after this verdict, the license fee was capped and the BBC given more 
services to pay for with the same level of income. As a result, the corporation had to 
reduce its costs. In the proposal entitled Delivering Quality First, the BBC proposed that 
Radio 3 contribute by broadcasting 25% fewer live or specially recorded lunchtime 
concerts and reducing the number of specially recorded evening concerts.“4 The Trust 
did recognise however that "Radio 3 plays a vital role in the cultural and creative life of 
the UK"“4 and as a result, the report did agree to reinvest in the Proms,“2 to retain the 
long dramas found on the station“4 and to continue to broadcast a new concert live 
each evening.44 


Operation([edit] 


BBC Radio 3's studios are located in Broadcasting House, London. 


BBC Radio 3 broadcasts from studios inside the 1930s wing of Broadcasting House in 
central London. However, in addition to these studios, certain programmes and 
performances are broadcast from other BBC bases including from BBC Cymru 

Wales' Cardiff headquarters and BBC North's headquarters at MediaCityUK, Salford. 
“481 The BBC also has recording facilities at the Royal Albert Hall, the Royal Festival 
Hall and the Queen Elizabeth Hall which can be used to record and broadcast 
performances at these venues.“ 


BBC Radio 3 is broadcast on the FM band between 90.2 and 92.6 MHz, on DAB Digital 
Radio, the digital television services Freeview, Freesat, Sky, Virgin Media, TalkTalk 

TV and Virgin Media Ireland. Radio 3 programmes can be listened to live on the Radio 3 
Website through the RadioPlayer and BBC iPlayer services; the iPlayer also allows Radio 
3 programmes to be heard for 30 days after broadcast. 


On its FM frequencies, the station uses less dynamic range compression of the volume 
of music than rival station Classic FM. On DAB it uses dynamic range control (DRC) 
which allows compression to be defined by the user, 5ous1s21s31 


The station also uses a BBC-designed pulse code modulation digitisation technique 
similar to NICAM, which is used for outside broadcasts running through a telephone line. 
This runs at a sample rate of 14,000 per second per channel. !st2toz2ee0e) A similar 
technique was later used for recording at the same rate. In September 2010, for the 
final week of the Proms broadcasts, the BBC trialled XHQ (Extra High Quality), a 

live Internet stream transmitted at a rate of 320kbit/s, instead of Radio 3's usual 
192kbit/s, using its AAC-LC 'Coyopa' coding technology.™! This technology was later 
developed further, and Radio 3 became the first BBC Radio station to broadcast 
permanently in this High Definition Sound (as it has been termed) format. 


Notable programmes[edit] 


Choral Evensong{edit] 
Main article: Choral Evensong (BBC) 


The first BBC broadcast of Choral Evensong came from Westminster Abbey in 1926 


The Anglican service of sung evening prayer is broadcast every Wednesday at 3:30pm 
during the Afternoon Concerts block on Radio 3 live from cathedrals, university college 
chapels and churches throughout the UK. On occasion, it broadcasts Choral 


Vespers from Catholic cathedrals, (such as Westminster Cathedral), Orthodox Vespers, 
or a recorded service from choral foundations abroad. Choral Evensong is the BBC's 
longest-running outside broadcast programme, the first edition having been relayed 
from Westminster Abbey on 7 October 1926. Its 80th anniversary was celebrated, also 
live from Westminster Abbey, with a service on 11 October 2006.24 


When Choral Evensong was moved from Radio 4 to Radio 3 with effect from 8 April 1970 
and reduced to just one broadcast per month, the BBC received 2,500 letters of 
complaint, and weekly transmissions were resumed on 1 July. !2!762-2631581 


In 2007 the live broadcast was switched to Sundays, which again caused protests.=2 The 
live transmission was returned to Wednesdays in September 2008, with a recorded 
repeat on Sunday afternoons in approximately the same time. Choral Evensong forms 
part of Radio 3's remit on religious programming though non-religious listeners have 
campaigned for its retention.=! 


Composer of the Week{edit] 


Composer of the Week was launched in the BBC Home Service on 2 August 1943 under 
its original title of This Week's Composer. From 15 December 1964 the programme 
became a regular feature in the schedule of the newly established daytime "Third 
Network" classical music service, the Music Programme (later to be absorbed into Radio 
3).2231 The programme was renamed Composer of the Week on 18 January 1988. 


Each week, in five daily programmes, which air at midday, the work of a particular 
composer is studied in detail and illustrated with musical 

excerpts. Bach, Beethoven, Haydn, Mozart and Handel have all featured once most 
years, a different aspect of their work being chosen for study each time. However, the 
programme also covers more ‘difficult’ or less-widely known composers, with weeks 
devoted to Rubbra, Medtner, Havergal Brian, Kapralova, and the Minimalists among 
others. The programme is written and presented by Donald Macleod. On 2 August 2013, 
in honour of the station's 70th year, listeners were asked to nominate a composer who 
had never before been featured for a special broadcast at Christmas.4 The composer 
listeners chose was Louise Farrenc. 2 


Lunchtime / Afternoon Concerts{edit] 


These two programs showcase live or recorded performances from venues across the 
country. Lunchtime is from 1 to 2 pm and Afternoon is later on until 5 with presenters 
being rotated weekly for the latter program. The live Monday edition of Lunchtime is 
repeated on Sunday at the same time. 


Record Review{edit] 


Record Review is a Saturday morning programme (usually airing from 9 am to 

12:15 pm) dealing with recent classical music releases, topical issues and interviews. 
The programme title is a return of Record Review which was broadcast on Network 
Three occasionally from 1949, then weekly from 1957 presented by John Lade and then 
from 1981, Paul Vaughan, until 1998. From 1998-2015 it became CD Review, with the 
format remaining largely the same. Then, from 2 January 2016, its title reverted 

to Record Review to reflect the diversity of media proliferating (CDs, downloads, 
streaming, and so forth). It includes the feature Building a Library which surveys and 
recommends available recordings of specific works. In 2006 Building a Library was 
attacked as ‘elitist’ for including such composers as Karl Amadeus Hartmann and Elliott 
Carter and lesser-known works of great composers, at the expense of well-known 
mainstream works.“ However, the charge was rebutted by the programme's producer, 


Mark Lowther, who said that Radio 3 audiences wanted programmes that challenged 
and inspired. As of 2016 the regular presenter of Record Review is Andrew McGregor. 
[66] 


Jazz Record Requests{edit] 


Jazz Record Requests was the first weekly jazz programme on the Third Programme. 
First presented by the jazz musician Humphrey Lyttelton, the 30-minute programme 
was launched on 12 December 1964% and is still running. Now an hour long, it was 
broadcast on Saturdays, usually in the late afternoon, until October 2019 when it moved 
to Sunday afternoon. Presenters on Radio 3 have included Ken Sykora, Steve 

Race, Peter Clayton, Charles Fox and Geoffrey Smith. Alyn Shipton became the 
presenter in May 2012.2 


Pied Piper edit] 


Pied Piper was an iconic children's programme, presented by early music 

specialist, David Munrow, it had the sub-title Tales and Music for Younger 

Listeners! and ran from August 1971 until 1976. Lively and varied, it was aimed at 
the 6-12 age group, though much older children and adults also listened. The 
programme ran for five series and a total of 655 episodes until it was brought to an end 
by Munrow's untimely death in May 1976. 


Radio 3 in Concerttedit] 


Radio 3 in Concert (originally Live in Concert) is a weeknight programme, broadcast 
between 7:30 and 10 pm, with recorded concerts from various venues around the 
country and Europe. Regular presenters include Nicola Heywood Thomas, Martin 
Handley and Petroc Trelawny. The last broadcast with the Live in Concert name was in 
15 July 2015. 


The Early Music Show{edit] 


The Early Music Show is broadcast at 2 pm each Sunday which presents European 
music from the time of Bach and earlier. Episodes cover the music itself as well as 
performers and occasional discussions of musical style. Regular presenters 
include Lucie Skeaping and Hannah French. 


Through the Nightiedit] 


The show broadcasts for 6 hours, beginning weekdays at 0:30 and weekends at 1 in the 
morning. It currently has three regular presenters: Catriona Young, John Shea and 
Jonathan Swain. The show is a national version of Euroclassic Notturno. 


News broadcasts[edit] 


BBC Radio 3's remit focuses mainly on music and the arts, and news is a minor part of 
its output, though the station does provide concise news bulletins throughout 

the Breakfast programme and also at 1 pm, 5 pm and 6 pm to give listeners the chance 
to switch to a more news-oriented station should they want more details about a 
particular news item. Following the Delivering Quality First proposals, it was 
suggested that Radio 3 share bulletins with Radio 4, so that the same bulletins would be 
broadcast on both channels.“2 During weekdays the 1 pm, 5 pm and 6 pm news 
bulletins are read by a member of the Radio 4 presentation team. 


As of 2018 the Radio 3 Breakfast newsreading team included Viji Alles, Chris Berrow, Jill 
Anderson, Debbie Russ, John Shea, Susan Rae, Paul Guinery and Tina Richie ,l2sstional citationts) 
needed These newsreaders can be heard on the Breakfast programme and at 1 pm on 
weekends. 


David McNeil, originally from New Zealand, was a foreign correspondent for the BBC for 
21 years, based in Beirut, New York, Johannesburg, Jerusalem and Washington. He 
reported for the BBC from forty-six countries and also presented news programmes on 
BBC Radio.” He was a news presenter on Radio 3 until his retirement on 27 March 
2015.73 


Performing groups[edit] 
Main article: BBC Orchestras and Singers 


Much of Radio 3's orchestral output is sourced from the BBC's Orchestras and Singers. 
These groups are: 


e The BBC Symphony Orchestra and Symphony Chorus, based in London 
e The BBC Concert Orchestra, based in Watford 


e The BBC Philharmonic, based in Salford 

e The BBC National Orchestra of Wales and the BBC National Chorus of Wales, based 
in Cardiff 

e The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, based in Glasgow 

e The BBC Singers, based in London. 


In addition to the BBC's own orchestras it also has broadcast commitments to the BBC 
Big Band, which is externally managed, and also broadcasts some works of the Ulster 
Orchestra, which it part funds.@™! 


Controllers[edit] 


e 1967-1971 Howard Newby 
An author, he published four novels during his time at the Third 
Programme/Radio 3, winning the first Booker Prize for fiction in 1969. Oversaw 
the implementation of Broadcasting in the Seventies and an increase in the 
amount of classical music on Radio 3.18253 


e 1972-1978 Stephen Hearst 
Previously head of BBC's television music and arts department, Hearst attempted 
to make Radio 3 more accessible to a wider audience by introducing drivetime 
and request programmes as well as themed weekends. Some of these ventures 
were poorly viewed by critics.2:289 2% 


e 1979-1987 lan Mcintyre 

Previously controller of Radio 4, McIntyre faced budgetary cuts that closed 
several orchestras and uncomfortable relations with the Music Division.22° The 
possibility of future competition to Radio 3 also resulted in more programmes 
viewed as populist by critics in an attempt to retain listeners." 


e 1987-1992 John Drummond 


Previously an artistic administrator for events including the Edinburgh Festival, 
Drummond introduced repeats of classic drama performances and celebrations 
of artists anniversaries. His work also included programmes targeting fringe 
genres and ambitious outside broadcasts. 


e 1992-1998 Nicholas Kenyon 
Kenyon, previously chief music critic of The Observer, made many controversial 
decisions relating to accessibility to the service in light of the launch of Classic 
FM including new drive time programmes. However several celebrated 
programmes and series of programmes were launched and Radio 3 began 24- 
hour broadcasting. 


e 1998-2014 Roger Wright 
Wright attempted to ensure that all of the station's musical genres were 
represented more equitably, and to "smarten up" programmes. While some of 
these measures were recognised by the BBC and Government, the audience 
began to decrease, and attempts by Wright to make programmes more 
accessible were met with complaints from listeners. It was announced in March 
2014 that Wright would step down in early September 2014.2 


e 2015-present Alan Davey 
Davey became Controller in January 2015, having been chief executive of Arts 
Council England since 2008.71 


Criticisms[edit] 


Controller Nicholas Kenyon summed up the perennial problem 
of Radio 3 as "the tension between highbrow culture and 
popular appeal ...the cost of what we do and the number of 
people who make use of it": elitism versus populism (or 
‘dumbing down’) and the question of cost per listener. This 
argument has included members of the BBC, listeners and 
several different protest groups. 


In 1969, two hundred members of the BBC staff protested to 
the director general at changes which would 'emasculate' 
Radio 3, while managing director of radio lan_ 

Trethowan described the station in a memorandum as "a 
private playground for elitists to indulge in cerebral 
masturbation".!75> Later, former Radio 3 controller John 
Drummond complained that the senior ranks of the BBC took 
no interest in what he was doing. 


In 1995/6 listeners and press critics protested against the 
introduction into a slot formerly used for Composer of the 
Week of a programme presented by Paul Gambaccini, a 
former Radio 1 and Classic FM presenter. This was seen as 
part of a wider move towards popularisation, to compete with 
Classic FM and to increase ratings.@5735* Gambaccini is quoted 
as saying: "I had a specific mission to invite [Radio 4's] Today 
listeners to stay with the BBC rather than go to Classic FM."24 


Several groups were formed to protest against any changes to 
the station. These have included: 


e The Third Programme Defence Society (1957) 
opposed cuts in broadcasting hours and the removal of 
what the BBC considered "too difficult and too highbrow". 
Supported by TS Eliot, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Laurence 
Olivie r'8!:169-174 

e The Campaign for Better Broadcasting (1969) opposed 
proposed cuts in Radio 3's speech output. Supported by Sir 
Adrian Boult, Jonathan Miller, Henry Moore, George Melly. 


[8]:255-257 


e Friends of Radio 3 (FoR3), a listeners' campaign group 
set up in 2003 to express concern at changes to the 
station's style®2 and scheduling, including the shift to 
presenter-led programmes stripped through the week, as 
on Classic FM and other commercial music stations. 
Officially, the BBC stated that "the network's target 
audience has been redefined and broadened and the 
schedule began to be recast to move towards this during 
1999."31 The group's stated aim is "To engage with the 
BBC, to question the policies which depart from Radio 3's 
remit to deliver a high quality programme of classical 
music, spoken arts and thought, and to convey listener 
concerns to BBC management." The group is supported 
by Dame Gillian Weir, Robin Holloway, Andrew 
Motion, Dame Margaret Drabble. The BBC has rejected 
claims that the network has 'dumbed down’. 2! 


In March 2019, more than 500 signatories including Jarvis 
Cocker, Shabaka Hutchings, and Norma Waterson called on 
the BBC "to think again about changes to its schedules", as a 
result of proposed cuts to specialist music programming on 
the station.£2 


See also[edit] 


e List of BBC radio stations 
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A timeline of notable events relating to BBC Radio 3, a British national radio station 
which began broadcasting in September 1967. 


1960s[edit] 
e 1967 
o 30 September - BBC Radio 3 launches at 8 am, replacing the BBC Third 
Programme. 
e 1968 
o No events. 
e 1969 
o No events. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o April - BBC Radio's sports coverage transfers from Radio 3 to BBC Radio 
2 although Test Match Special continues to be broadcast on Radio 3's MW 
frequencies. Also transferring away from Radio 3 is other factual programming, 
moving mostly to BBC Radio 4. Consequently, the station now focuses on 
classical music and arts on a full-time basis. 


e 1971 
o No events. 
e 1972 


o Stephen Hearst replaces Howard Newby as Controller. 


o 21 July - The station extends its broadcasting hours by 25 minutes, closing down 
at midnight instead of 11.35pm. 
e 1973 


o No events. 


e 1974 

o No events. 
e 1975 

o No events. 
e 1976 

o No events. 
e 1977 

o No events. 
e 1978 


o 23 November - Radio 3 moves from 464m (647 kHz) to 247m (1215 kHz) 
medium wave as part of a plan to improve national AM reception, and to 
conform with the Geneva Frequency Plan of 1975.4 

o 22 December - Industrial action at the BBC by the ABS union, which started the 
previous day, extends to radio when the radio unions join their television 
counterparts by going on strike, forcing the BBC to merge its four national radio 
networks into one national radio station from 4.00pm and called it the BBC All 
Network Radio Service. The strike is settled shortly before 10.00pm on Friday 22 
December 1978, with the unions and BBC management reaching an agreement 
at the British government's industrial disputes arbitration service ACAS. mews 

e 1979 


o lan Mcintyre replaces Stephen Hearst as Controller. 
1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 2 January - Radio 3 launches a new, extended teatime programme Mainly for 
Pleasure. The two-hour long programme replaces the much shorter Homeward 


Bound. 
o 3 May - The station closes down 45 minutes earlier, at 11.15pm instead of 
midnight. 
e 1981 


o 24 September -John Lade presents Record Review for the final time. His last 
broadcast is the programme's 1,000th edition.~ Paul Vaughan takes over the 
programme the following week. 


e 1982 

o No events. 
e 1983 

o No events. 
e 1984 


o 13 October - Radio 3's broadcast hours are extended. The station regains the 45 
minutes of late night broadcasting time that it lost in 1980, closing down at 
midnight instead of just after 11.15pm, and weekend broadcasts begin an hour 
earlier, at 6.55am rather than 7.55am. Consequently, the station is now on air 
from 6.55am until midnight seven days a week. 


e 1985 
o No events. 
e 1986 


o No events. 


1987 

o John Drummond replaces lan McIntyre as Controller. 

o 9 February - The 9am and 5pm news bulletins are replaced by a ten-minute 
bulletin from the BBC World Service. The bulletins are titled World Service News. 

1988 

o 15 January - The final World Service News bulletins are broadcast. 

o 18 January - This Week's Composer is renamed Composer of the Week. 

1989 

o No events. 


1990s[edit] 


1990 

o 24 September - Radio 3's Night School opens. It airs a repeat of the schools 
programmes broadcast the previous morning on BBC Radio 5. This allows 
schools to record an FM-quality transmission of the programmes which, following 
their transfer from Radio 4 to Radio 5, resulting in the morning broadcast now 
being heard on the inferior MW waveband. Night School is broadcast on FM only. 

o 1 October - Radio 3 stays on air for an extra 30 minutes on weeknights, ending 
broadcasting at 12.35am. The station continues to close at midnight at the 
weekend. 

1991 

o No events. 

1992 

o February - Nicholas Kenyon replaces John Drummond as Controller. 

o 29 February - Radio 3 stops broadcasting on MW. Its frequency is to be used by 
a new national commercial station. 

o 20 May - Ball-by-ball cricket commentary moves to Radio 3's FM frequencies for 
the summer following the switching-off of the station's MW frequency. 

o 13 July - Ina bid to counter-act the forthcoming launch of Classic FM, Radio 3 
makes major changes to its programmes, including the launch of new weekday 
breakfast and drivetime programmes. On Air replaces Morning Concert and In 
Tune replaces Mainly for Pleasure. 

o 17 July - A new three-hour Sunday morning show of popular classics launches, 
introduced by Brian Kay. 

1993 

o Verity Sharp joins. 

o May - The broadcasting arrangements for Test Match Special are changed for 
the 1993 cricket season. The morning play is on BBC Radio 5, switching to BBC- 
Radio 3 for the afternoon session. 

o 23 August - Cricket is broadcast on Radio 3 for the final time. 

o 26 September - Radio 3 launches a new Sunday breakfast programme Sacred 
and Profane, presented by Penny Gore. 

1994 

o 19 September - BBC School Radio moves to Radio 3 and are transmitted for one 
hour at 14:00. 

1995 

o 15 April - Weekly discussion programme Private Passions is broadcast for the 
first time. 


o 27 September - Radio 3 begins to broadcast digitally following the 
commencement by the BBC of regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, from 
the Crystal Palace transmitting station.“ 
o 9 October - 
= Radio 3 begins broadcasting an hour earlier on weekdays - at 6am - when 
breakfast show On Airis extended from two hours to three hours.24 
"= Paul Gambaccini joins to present a new morning programme called Morning 
Collection. Consequently, This Week's Composer moves to the later time of 
12noon. 


e 1996 

o 4 May - Radio 3 commences 24-hour transmission.22 

o June - Schools programmes are broadcast during the day for the final time 
although they continue to be broadcast overnight until 2003. 
27 September - Paul Gambaccini leaves. He is replaced as presenter of Morning 
Collection by Catriona Young. 
o 29 September - Open University programmes are broadcast on Radio 3 for the 


(e) 


final time. 

e 1997 
o No events. 

e 1998 


o Roger Wright replaces Nicholas Kenyon as station Controller. 
o 29 March - Sunday breakfast programme Sacred and Profane is broadcast for 
the final time.22 
o 4 April - Breakfast programme On Air extends to weekends. 
o 12 September - Record Review is renamed CD Review.25! 
e 1999 
o 11 September - Breakfast programme On Airis renamed Morning on 3.84 
o 13 September - Late Junction is broadcast for the first time.24 


2000s/[edit] 


e 2000 
o July - Radio 3 hires Andy Kershaw to host a world music programme, as Andy 
himself joins the station.: two months after BBC Radio 1 axed his world music 


show.21 
o Rob Cowan joins. 
e 2001 
o No events. 
e 2002 
o No events. 
e 2003 
o No events. 
e 2004 
o No events. 
e 2005 


o 5-10 June - Radio 3 clears its airwaves for almost an entire week to broadcast 
the music of a single composer - Ludwig van Beethoven.” This is followed up at 
the end of the year with ten days of non-stop Johann Sebastian Bach which is 
broadcast in the run-up to Christmas.24 


e 2006 


o 8 January - Aled Jones joins. 

o Radio 3 launches an annual Free Thinking Festival. Its aim is to create a platform 
for innovative thinking and debate on ideas relevant to contemporary society. 

e 2007 

o 17 February - Radio 3 makes major changes to its schedule. These include Rob_ 
Cowan replacing Penny Gore as breakfast presenter and an extended weekday 
afternoon show which will run from 2pm until the start of /n Tune at 5pm. The 
programmes previously broadcast at 4pm will be axed with one of those - Choral 
Evensong - moving to Sunday afternoons. The changes also see a reduction in 
the number of live concerts with live broadcasts replaced by pre-recorded 
concerts, 221 


e 2008 

o No events. 
e 2009 

o No events. 
2010s[edit] 
e 2010 

o No events. 
e 2011 


o 3 May - Radio 3 resumes the broadcasting of regular live concerts. This 
overturns the much criticised 2007 decision to replace almost all of its live 
broadcasts with pre-recorded concerts.) 

e 2012 

o 16 May - Spending cuts approved by the BBC Trust will see Radio 3 have "25 per 

cent fewer live and specially recorded lunchtime concerts". 241 
e 2013 

o 27 January - Aled Jones hosts his last The Choir programme, and leaves the 
station to rejoin Classic FM and BBC Radio Wales. 

o 28 September - Radio 3 announces a raft of new weekend programmes. They 
include a new concert series Live in Concert, a new film music programme 
called Sound of Cinema, a chance to hear highlights of the weekday lunchtime 
concerts, consistent times for the station's jazz programming and a new Monday 
night slot for Opera on 3.23 

o 15 November - Sara Mohr-Pietsch presents Radio 3 Breakfast for the final time. 
She leaves the show to become presenter of Radio 3's Wigmore Hall lunchtime 
concerts and to present Sunday afternoon programme The Choir, replacing Aled 
Jones. She is replaced on 2 December by weekend breakfast presenter Clemency 
Burton-Hill.24 


e 2014 
o No events. 
e 2015 


o January - Alan Davey replaces Roger Wright as Controller.24 

o 5 April - Controller Alan Davey announces plans to revive Pied Piper, the 1970s 
series that introduced young listeners to classical music. 23 

o 12-15 November - Radio 3 joins with commercial station Jazz FM to operate a 
four-day pop-up station called BBC Music Jazz.22 The station returned a year 


later, running from Thursday November 10, 2016 at 10 am until Monday 
November 14 at 10 am.&2 


e 2016 

o 2 January - After 17 years as CD Review, the programme reverts to its original 

name of Record Review. 
e 2017 

o 2 October - Katie Derham joins the /n Tune presenting team to replace Suzy 

Klein who moves to morning programme Essential Classics.341 
e 2018 

o January - Rob Cowan leaves the station to rejoin Classic FM after 17 years of 
broadcasting at the station. He is replaced as presenter of Essential 
Classics by lan Skelly.! 

o 24 March - Controller Alan Davey announces a raft of new programmes, 
including a new world music show called Music Planet which will replace World 
on 3 and anew weeknight late show called After Dark.=1 

o 24 October - FM coverage in Wales is reduced after Radio 3's frequency at more 
than 30 relay transmitters is reallocated to BBC Radio Wales. 
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This article is about the British concerts. For other uses, see Prom (disambiguation). 


Outside the Royal Albert Hall during the BBC Proms season of 2008 


The Proms, or The BBC Proms, more formally known as The Henry Wood 
Promenade Concerts), is an eight-week summer season of daily 

orchestral classical music concerts and other events held annually, predominantly in 
the Royal Albert Hall in central London. The Proms were founded in 1895, and are now 
organised and broadcast by the BBC. Each season consists of concerts in the Royal 
Albert Hall, chamber music concerts at Cadogan Hall, additional Proms in the Park 
events across the UK on the Last Night of the Proms, and associated educational and 
children's events. The season is a significant event in British culture and in classical 
music. Czech conductor Jiří Bělohlávek described the Proms as "the world's largest and 
most democratic musical festival". 


Prom is short for promenade concert, a term which originally referred to outdoor 
concerts in London's pleasure gardens, where the audience was free to stroll around 
while the orchestra was playing. In the context of the BBC Proms, promming refers to 
the use of the standing areas inside the hall (the Arena and Gallery) for which ticket 
prices are much lower than for the seating. Proms concert-goers, particularly those who 
stand, are sometimes referred to as "Prommers" or "Promenaders". 


History[edit] 


tair 


ee 


A promenade concert in the Royal Albert Hall, 2004. The bust of Sir Henry Wood can be seen in 
front of the organ. 


Origins and Sir Henry Wood{[edit] 


Promenade concerts had existed in London's pleasure gardens since the mid 18th 
century, and indoor proms became a feature of 19th century musical life in London from 
1838, notably under the direction of Louis Antoine Jullien and Sir Arthur Sullivan. The 
annual series of Proms continuing today had their roots in that movement. They were 
inaugurated on 10 August 1895 in the Queen's Hall in Langham Place by the 

impresario Robert Newman, who was fully experienced in running similar concerts at His 
Majesty's Theatre. Newman wished to generate a wider audience for concert hall 

music by offering low ticket prices and an informal atmosphere, where eating, drinking 
and smoking were permitted to the promenaders. He stated his aim to Henry Wood in 
1894 as follows: 


I am going to run nightly concerts and train the public by easy stages. Popular at first, 
gradually raising the standard until | have created a public for classical and modern 
music. 


George Cathcart, an otolaryngologist, gave financial backing to Newman for the series 
(called "Mr Robert Newman's Promenade Concerts") on condition that Henry Wood be 
employed as the sole conductor.242% Wood, aged 26, seized this opportunity and built 
the "Queen's Hall Orchestra" as the ensemble specially devoted to performing the 
promenade concerts.“4 Cathcart also stipulated (contrary to Newman's preference) the 
adoption of French or Open Diapason concert pitch, necessitating the acquisition of an 
entirely new set of wind instruments for the orchestra, and the re-tuning of the Queen's 
Hall organ. This coincided with the adoption of this lower pitch by other leading 
orchestras and concert series.” Although the concerts gained a popular following and 
reputation, Newman went bankrupt in 1902, and the banker Edgar Speyer took over the 
expense of funding them. Wood received a knighthood in 1911. In 1914 anti-German 


feeling led Speyer to surrender his role, and music publishers Chappell & Co. took 
control of the concerts.22 


Although Newman remained involved in artistic planning, it was Wood's name which 
became most closely associated with the Proms.“ As conductor from the first concert 
(which opened with Wagner's Rienzi overture) in 1895, Sir Henry was largely 
responsible for building the repertoire heard as the series continued from year to year. 
While including many popular and less demanding works, in the first season there were 
substantial nights devoted to Beethoven or Schubert, and a programme of new works 
was given in the final week. Distinguished singers including Sims Reeves and Signor 
Foli appeared. In the first two decades Wood firmly established the policy of introducing 
works by contemporary composers (both British and international) and of bringing fresh 
life to unperformed or under-performed works.22 A bronze bust of Sir Henry Wood 
recovered from the ruins of the bombed-out Queen's Hall in 1941, and now belonging to 
the Royal Academy of Music," is still placed in front of the organ for the whole 
Promenade season. Though the concerts are now called the BBC Proms, and are 
headlined with the BBC logo, the tickets are subtitled "BBC Music presents the Henry 
Wood Promenade Concerts". 


Sir Henry Wood's Queen's Hall Orchestra, rehearsing for the first Promenade Concert of the 1927 
Season, from the BBC Hand Book 1928 


In 1927, following Newman's sudden death in the previous year, the BBC - later based 
at Broadcasting House next to the hall - took over the running of the concerts.“4 This 
arose because William Boosey, then managing director of Chappell & Co. (the Prom. 
proprietors), detested broadcasting and saw the BBC's far-reaching demands and 
intentions in the control of musical presentation as a danger to the future of public 
concerts altogether. He decided to disband the New Queen's Hall Orchestra, which 
played for the last time at a Symphony concert on 19 March 1927. He found it more 
expedient to let the Queen's Hall to the broadcasting powers, rather than to continue 
the Promenade concerts and other big series independently in an unequal competition 
with what was effectively the Government itself. So the Proms. were saved, but under a 
different kind of authority. The personnel of the New Queen's Hall Orchestra effectively 
continued until 1930 as "Sir Henry J. Wood and his Symphony Orchestra".22 When 

the BBC Symphony Orchestra (BBC SO) was formed in 1930, it became the main 
orchestra for the concerts. At this time the season consisted of nights dedicated to 
particular composers; Mondays were Wagner, Fridays were Beethoven, with other major 
composers being featured on other days. There were no Sunday performances. 


During World War Ilf{edit] 


With the outbreak of World War II in 1939, the BBC withdrew its support. However 
private sponsors stepped in to maintain the Proms, always under Sir Henry Wood's 
direction, until the Queen's Hall was devastated beyond repair during an air raid in May 
1941. (The site is now occupied by the St George's Hotel and BBC Henry Wood House). 
The concerts then moved (until 1944) to their current home, the Royal Albert Hall, 
during the Promenade season presented by Keith Douglas in conjunction with the Royal 
Philharmonic Society (of which he was Secretary). n92% 


The London Symphony Orchestra had sometimes assisted in the series since (after 
1927) the New Queen's Hall Orchestra had ceased to function, and in 1942 Sir Henry 
Wood also invited the London Philharmonic Orchestra under its new leader Jean 
Pougnet to participate in this and subsequent seasons.24 In this he was attempting to 
maintain vigour in the programme, under the renewal of its relationship with the BBC as 
promoters. Sir Henry Wood continued his work with the Proms through vicissitudes with 
the BBC until his death in 1944, the year of his Jubilee Season.22 During that period Sir 
Adrian Boult, chief conductor of the BBC Symphony Orchestra, and Basil Cameron also 
took on conducting duties for the series,” continuing them in 1944 when, under 
increased danger from bombing, they were moved again, this time to the Bedford Corn 
Exchange (home of the BBC Symphony Orchestra since 1941) which hosted them until 
the end of the War. 


Post-war[edit] 


Sir Adrian Boult and Basil Cameron continued as conductors of the Promenade Concerts 
after the War, on their return to the Royal Albert Hall, until the advent of Malcolm 
Sargent as Proms chief conductor in 1947. Sargent held this post until 1966; his 
associate conductor from 1949 to 1959 was John Hollingsworth. Sargent was noted for 
his immaculate appearance (evening dress, carnation) and his witty addresses where he 
good-naturedly chided the noisy Prommers. Sir Malcolm championed choral music and 
classical and British composers, especially Samuel Coleridge-Taylor. The charity 
founded in his name, CLIC Sargent, continues to hold a special Promenade Concert each 
year shortly after the main season ends. CLIC Sargent, the Musicians' Benevolent 

Fund and further musical charities (chosen each year) also benefit from thousands of 
pounds in donations from Prommers after most concerts. When asking for donations, 
Prommers from the Arena regularly announce to the audience the running donations 
total at concert intervals through the season, or before the concert when there is no 
interval. 


After Wood's death, Julian Herbage acted as de facto principal administrator of the 
Proms for a number of years, as a freelance employee after his retirement from the 
BBC, with assistance from such staff as Edward Clark and Kenneth Wright.’ During the 
tenure of William Glock as Controller of the Proms, from 1960 to 1973, the Proms 
repertory expanded both forwards in time, to encompass then contemporary and avant- 
garde composers such as Boulez, Berio, Carter, Dallapiccola, Peter Maxwell 

Davies, Gerhard, Henze, Ligeti, Lutostawski, Lutyens, Maw, Messiaen, Nono, Stockhause 
n, and Tippett, as well as backwards to include music by past composers such 

as Purcell, Cavalli, Monteverdi, Byrd, Palestrina, Dufay, Dunstaple, and Machaut, as well 
as less-often performed works of Johann Sebastian Bach and loseph Haydn.25 From the 
1960s, the number of guest orchestras at the Proms also began to increase, with the 
first major international conductors (Leopold Stokowski, Georg Solti, and Carlo Maria 
Giulini) performing in 1963, and the first foreign orchestra, the Moscow Radio Symphony 
Orchestra, performing in 1966. Since that time, almost every major international 
orchestra, conductor and soloist has performed at the Proms. In 1970, Soft Machine's 
appearance led to press attention and comment as the first "pop" band to perform 
there. 


The 1968 season began on a Friday night instead of the usual Saturday night. This 
concert marked a tribute to Sir Malcolm Sargent who had died shortly after delivering a 
brief speech from the rostrum at the Last Night in 1967. He had been too ill to actually 
conduct that concert. Every year since then, the Proms have always started on a Friday 
night in July. 


Since 1990[edit] 


The Proms continue today, and still present newly commissioned music alongside 
pieces more central to the repertoire and early music. Innovations continue, with pre- 
Prom talks, lunchtime chamber concerts, children's Proms, Proms in the Park either 
appearing, or being featured more heavily over the past few years. In the UK, all 
concerts are broadcast on BBC Radio 3, an increasing number are televised on BBC 
Four with some also shown on BBC One and BBC Two. The theme tune that used to be 
played at the beginning of each programme broadcast on television (until the 2011 
season) was an extract from the end of the "Red" movement of Arthur Bliss's A Co/our 
Symphony. It is also possible to hear the concerts live from the BBC Proms website. The 
Last Night is also broadcast in many countries around the world. 


In 1996, a related series of eight lunchtime chamber concerts was started, taking place 
on Mondays during the Proms season. In their first year these were held in the Britten 
Hall of the Royal College of Music (just across Prince Consort Road from the Albert Hall). 
The following year they moved slightly further afield, to the Henry Cole Lecture Theatre 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum. In 2005, they moved further again, to the new 
Cadogan Hall, just off London's Sloane Square. These allow the Proms to include music 
which is not suitable for the vast spaces of the Albert Hall. 


From 1998 to 2007, the B/ue Peter Prom, in partnership with long-running BBC 
television programme Blue Peter, was an annual fixture.2% Aimed at children and 
families, the Prom is informal, including audience participation, jokes, and popular 
classics.24 High demand for tickets - which are among the lowest priced in the season - 
saw this Prom be split in 2004 into two Proms with identical content.2# In 2008, the Blue 
Peter Prom was replaced with a Doctor Who Prom which was revived in both the 2010 
and 2013 seasons.221 


The 2004 season also featured the Hall's newly rebuilt pipe organ. It took two years to 
complete the task (2002-2004) and was the work of Noel Mander, Ltd., of London. It 
was the first complete restoration of the instrument since Harrison and Harrison's work 
in 1936. 


The tradition of Proomming remains an important aspect of the festival, with over 1000 
standing places available for each concert, either in the central arena (rather like 

the groundlings in the pit at Shakespeare's Globe) or high in the hall's gallery. 
Promming tickets cost the same for all concerts (currently £6 as of 2018), providing a 
considerably cheaper option for the more popular events. Since the tickets cannot be 
bought until 9am on the morning of the concerte” (although there are full-season 
tickets, first weekend and weekly passes available), they provide a way of attending 
otherwise sold-out concerts. 221231 


In 2010, the Proms Archive was introduced on the BBC Proms webpage, to allow for a 
systematic searching of all works that have been performed and all artists who have 
appeared at The Proms since their inception. On 1 September 2011, a Prom given by 
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra was severely affected by interruptions from pro- 
Palestinian protesters.®! While the Palestine Solidarity Campaign had urged a boycott, 
they denied being behind the disruption inside the Royal Albert Hall. For the first time 
ever, the BBC took a Prom concert off the air.22 


Successive Controllers of The Proms after Glock have been Robert Ponsonby (1973- 
1985), John Drummond (1986-1995), Nicholas Kenyon (1996-2007), and Roger 
Wright (2007-2014). Between 1986 and 2014, the post of Director, BBC Proms had 
mostly been combined with the role of Controller, BBC Radio 3. 


Edward Blakeman, editor of BBC Radio 3, became interim Proms Director upon Wright's 
departure in July 2014.24 In May 2015, the BBC announced the appointment of David 
Pickard as the next Director of BBC Proms. 22121 


Proms seasons[edit] 


Parts of this article (those related to Proms held since 2012) 
Co need to be updated. Please update this article to reflect 
recent events or newly available information. (August 2014) 


The Proms 2005. Most people sit, while Promenaders stand in front of the orchestra. The Royal 


Albert Hall Organ is in the background. 


2006[edit] 


The 2006 season (the 112th) marked the 250th birthday celebrations of Mozart and the 
centenary of Shostakovich's birth. New initiatives included four Saturday matinee 
concerts at the Cadogan Hall and the chance for audience members to get involved 
with The Voice, a collaborative piece performed in two Proms on 29 July. On 3 
September 2006, a concert was cancelled due to a fire." The season saw the launch of 
a venture called the Proms Family Orchestra in which children and their extended 
families can make music with BBC musicians.“ 


2007[edit] 


The 2007 season ran from 13 July to 8 September. Early press coverage focused heavily 
on the fact that musical theatre star Michael Ball would be the central performer in a 
concert on 27 August and a concert of British film music on 14 July. This led to media 
accusations of "dumbing down", despite Kenyon's defence of the programme. 1/421 

431 Anniversaries marked in this Proms season included: 


e The 150th anniversary of the birth of Sir Edward Elgar 
e The 100th anniversary of the death of Edvard Grieg 

e The 50th anniversary of the death of Jean Sibelius 

e 80 years since the first BBC sponsorship of the Proms. 


The series also included an additional series of four Saturday matinee concerts at 
Cadogan Hall. The 2007 season was Kenyon's last season as controller of the BBC 
Proms, before he became managing director at the Barbican Centre.“ Roger 

Wright became Controller of the Proms in October 2007, whilst retaining responsibility 
for BBC Radio 3 and taking up a broader role controlling the BBC's classical music 
output across all media.“ 


2008 [edit] 


The 2008 season ran from 18 July to 13 September 2008. The BBC released details of 
the season slightly earlier than usual, on 9 April 2008.4" Composers whose 
anniversaries were marked include: 


e Ralph Vaughan Williams: 50th anniversary of his death 

e Elliott Carter: 100th birthday 

e Olivier Messiaen: 100th anniversary of his birth 

e Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov: centenary of his death 

e Karlheinz Stockhausen, whose 80th birthday would have fallen during the season 
(he died on 5 December 2007). 


The celebration of Stockhausen was centred on two large-scale concerts on 2 August 
2008, and complementing Vaughan Williams's interest in folk music, the first Sunday 
was given over to a celebration of various aspects of British folk, including free events 
in Kensington Gardens and the Albert Hall, and ending with the first-ever 

Proms céilidh in the Albert Hall itself.“ 


Other changes included additional pre-Prom talks and events. For the first time, there 
was a related talk or event before every Prom, held in the Royal College of Music. The 
popular family-oriented Prom this year became the Doctor Who Prom, (in place of 

the Blue Peter Prom of recent years).“8! The Doctor Who Prom included a mini-episode 
of Doctor Who, "Music of the Spheres". 


Just over a month before the announcement of the season, Margaret Hodge, a Minister 
of State at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport suggested "that the Proms was 
one of several big cultural events that many people did not feel comfortable attending" 
and advocated an increase in multicultural works and an effort to broaden the audience. 
Her comments received wide criticism in the musical world and media as being a 
fundamental misunderstanding of the nature of the Proms, with the then UK prime 
minister Gordon Brown even distancing himself from her remarks.“ 


2009[edit] 


In the 2009 season, which ran from 17 July to 12 September 2009, the total number of 
concerts reached 100 for the first time. The principal anniversary composers included: 


e George Frideric Handel (250th anniversary of his death) 
e Joseph Haydn (200th anniversary of his death) 

e Felix Mendelssohn (200th anniversary of his birth) 

e Henry Purcell (350th anniversary of his birth) 


Other composer anniversaries noted in the 2009 Proms included: 


e Louis Andriessen (70th birthday) 

e Harrison Birtwistle (75th birthday) 

e john Casken (60th birthday) 

e George Crumb (80th birthday) 

e Frederick Delius (75th anniversary of his death) 
e Edward Elgar (75th anniversary of his death) 

e Jonathan Harvey (70th birthday) 

e Gustav Holst (75th anniversary of his death) 


e Albert Ketèlbey (50th anniversary of his death) 

e Bohuslav Martinů (50th anniversary of his death) 
e Peter Maxwell Davies (75th birthday) 

e Heitor Villa-Lobos (50th anniversary of his death) 


The humorist and music impresario Gerard Hoffnung was also remembered with the 
performance in the Last Night of Malcolm Arnold's A Grand Grand Overture, which was 
commissioned for the first Hoffnung Music Festival.“ The 2009 Proms 

featured Bollywood music for the first time, as part of a day-long series of concerts and 
events also covering Indian classical music. Performers in the day included Ram 
Narayan, Rajan and Sajan Mishra, and Shaan.®" Noted historical anniversaries covered 
in the 2009 Proms included the 75th anniversary of the MGM film musical, and the 10th 
year of the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra.=l531 There was a child-oriented Prom to 
mark the Darwin bicentenary as well as a Free Family Prom including the Proms Family 
Orchestra.“ 


2010[edit] 


The 2010 Proms season ran from 16 July to 11 September. The principal anniversary 
composers included: 


e Frédéric Chopin (200th anniversary of his birth) 

e Gustav Mahler (150th anniversary of his birth) 

e Robert Schumann (200th anniversary of his birth) 

e Stephen Sondheim (80th birthday) 

e Arvo Part (75th birthday) 

e Rodgers and Hammerstein (50th anniversary of the death of Oscar Hammerstein Il) 


Other anniversaries of composers featured at The Proms included: 


e Thomas Arne (300th anniversary of his birth) 

e Wilhelm Friedemann Bach (300th anniversary of his birth) 
e Samuel Barber (100th anniversary of his birth) 

e Alban Berg (125th anniversary of his birth) 

e George Benjamin (50th birthday) 

e James Dillon (60th birthday) 

e Bayan Northcott (70th birthday) 

e Gunther Schuller (85th birthday) 

e Mark-Anthony Turnage (50th birthday) 

e Hugo Wolf (150th anniversary of his birth) 


In addition, Hubert Parry and Alexander Scriabin received particular focus.™! One day 
was dedicated particularly to Sir Henry Wood, including a recreation of the 1910 Last 
Night.© For families, the Doctor Who Prom, first introduced in 2008, received new 
renditions hosted by the newest Doctor (Matt Smith) and his companions Amy 

Pond (Karen Gillan) and Rory Williams (Arthur Darvill).2%=42 The booking system was also 
revised with a new online system to allow ticket buyers to set up a personalised Proms 
plan in advance to speed up the booking process.5# 


2011 [edit] 


The 2011 Proms season began on 15 July 2011 and ran until 10 September 2011. The 
principal anniversary composers included: 


e Percy Grainger (50th anniversary of his death) 

e Franz Liszt (200th anniversary of his birth; 125th anniversary of his death) 
e Gustav Mahler (100th anniversary of his death) 

e Tomas Luis de Victoria (400th anniversary of his death) 


Other anniversaries of composers featured at The Proms included: 


e Richard Rodney Bennett (75th birthday) 

e Marc-André Dalbavie (50th birthday) 

e Marcel Dupré (125th anniversary of his birth) 

e Henri Dutilleux (95th birthday) 

e Sofia Gubaidulina (80th birthday) 

e Bernard Herrmann (100th anniversary of his birth) 
e Stan Kenton (100th anniversary of his birth) 

e Colin Matthews (65th birthday) 

e Steve Reich (75th birthday) 


The music of Frank Bridge also received a particular non-anniversary-related focus. 
Other notable performances included the first Proms performance of Havergal 

Brian's Symphony No. 1 ("The Gothic'), which was also the 6th live performance ever, 
51 and subsequently released on a Hyperion commercial recording.£2= The 2011 Proms 
season also featured new works by Sally Beamish, Harrison Birtwistle, Peter Maxwell 
Davies, Pascal Dusapin, Graham Fitkin, Thomas Larcher, Kevin Volans, Judith Weir, 
and Stevie Wishart. 


Prom 62, featuring the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra on 1 September 2011, was taken 
off air by the BBC following vocal anti-Israeli protests from some members of the 
audience. This was the first time that the BBC had taken a Proms concert off air mid- 
broadcast. sll 


The 2011 Proms also featured the first ever 'Comedy Prom' hosted by comedian and 
pianist Tim Minchin, as well as the debut of the Spaghetti Western Orchestra. No other 
‘Comedy Prom' has taken place to date. 


The children's prom of 2011 was based on the CBBC television series Horrible 
Histories and featured a number of songs from the show. 


2012[edit] 


The 2012 Proms was the 118th season, began on 13 July 2012 and ran until 8 
September 2012. Notable aspects of the season included the first Beethoven symphony 
cycle by a single orchestra at The Proms since 1942, with Daniel Barenboim conducting 
the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra, and various works and concerts that highlighted 

the 2012 London Olympic Games. Composer anniversaries included: 


e John Adams: 65th birthday 


e john Cage: centenary 
e Hugh Wood: 80th birthday 


The season also noted the 70th anniversary of the BBC programme Desert Island Discs. 
2013 [edit] 


The 2013 season celebrated several composer anniversaries: 


e Benjamin Britten: centenary 
e Giuseppe Verdi: bicentenary 
e Richard Wagner: bicentenary 


The season featured concert performances of seven of Wagner's thirteen operas, 
including Der Ring des Nibelungen performed over the course of one week by 

the Staatskapelle Berlin, conducted by Daniel Barenboim, the first time the 

complete Ring cycle had been performed at The Proms in a single season.® BBC Radio 
3 also collaborated with BBC Radio 2 and Radio 6. 


In 2013 Marin Alsop became the first female conductor of The Last Night of the Proms. 
2014 [edit] 


The 2014 season had a number of pieces in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of World War I, including the premier of the violin concerto "1914" 

by Gabriel Prokofiev and "Requiem Fragments" by John Tavener. Also performed were 
"War Elegy" by Ivor Gurney, and Benjamin Britten's "War Requiem". 


There were special proms for younger children (The Cbeebies prom), a staging of Kiss _ 
Me, Kate, and a concert inspired by the World War l-era War Horse, featuring puppets 
from the play. The late night proms season included performances by the Pet Shop 
Boys and Paloma Faith. 


Composers having special attention included Sir Harrison Birtwistle, Sir Peter Maxwell 
Davies (both celebrating their 80th birthdays in 2014), William Walton, and Richard 
Strauss. 


A panorama of the 2015 season of The Proms, with the seats behind the orchestra half-and-half 


with choral members and audience. 


2015[edit] 


Themes for the 2015 season included works by Carl Nielsen and Jean Sibelius, in 
commemoration of the 150th anniversaries of each composer. 


The Late Night Proms included collaborations with BBC Asian Network (Prom 8), Radio 1 
(Prom 16, featuring dance music hits from the past 20 years), Radio 6 Music (Prom 27) 
and Radio 1Xtra (Prom 37, which featured grime artists Stormzy, Wretch 32, Little 

Simz and others). 


2016[edit] 


The 2016 Proms season featured a new series of 'Proms at...’ concerts which included 
performances at venues in London besides the Royal Albert Hall and Cadogan Hall, 
specifically: 


e The Chapel, Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich 


e Sam Wanamaker Playhouse, Shakespeare's Globe 
e The Roundhouse, Camden 


e Bold Tendencies Multi-Storey Car Park, Peckham 


These concerts were offered in place of the previous Saturday Matinee concerts at 
Cadogan Hall. 


2016 marked David Pickard's first season as Director, BBC Proms. This marked the first 
time since the 1990s/5llctcularreferencel When the posts of Controller, BBC Radio 3 and Director, 
BBC Proms were not combined. 


2017[edit] 


The 2017 Proms season featured a number of composer anniversaries: 


e John Adams: 70th birthday 
e Philip Glass: 80th birthday 
e John Williams: 85th birthday 


The season also continued the 'Proms at...’ series, with the following concerts: 


e Stage@TheDock, Hull (the first Prom to be given outside of the London metropolitan 
area since 1930) 

e Southwark Cathedral 

e Bold Tendencies Multi-Storey Car Park, Peckham 

e Wilton's Music Hall 

e The Tanks at Tate Modern 


In addition, Xian Zhang became the first female conductor ever to conduct the annual 
Prom which includes the Symphony No. 9 of Beethoven, on 30 July 2017. The 2017 
Proms season featured 7 female conductors,“4 the greatest number of female 
conductors in a single Proms season to that point. 


2018[edit] 


The 2018 season ran from 13 July to 8 September. It featured a number of composer 
anniversaries: 


e Leonard Bernstein: 100th anniversary of his birth 
e Lili Boulanger: 100th anniversary of her death 

e Claude Debussy: 100th anniversary of his death 
e Hubert Parry: 100th anniversary of his death 


Women composers were also celebrated on the 100th anniversary of the extension of 
voting rights to some women in the UK. The 22 composers featured included Clara 
Schumann, Ethel Smyth, Amy Beach, Alma Mahler, Florence Price and Thea Musgrave. 


Prom 3, on 15 July, marked the fortieth anniversary of the BBC Young 
Musician competition and featured performances from a number of the competition's 
previous and current winners and finalists. 


Last Night of the Proms[edit] 


The Last Night of the Proms celebrates British tradition with patriotic music of the United 
Kingdom .#2201 


Many people's perception of the Proms is based on the Last Night, although this is very 
different from the other concerts. It usually takes place on the second Saturday in 
September, and is broadcast in the UK on BBC Radio 3, and on television on BBC 

Two (first half) and BBC One (second half). The concert is traditionally in a lighter, 
‘winding-down' vein, with popular classics followed by a second half of British patriotic 
pieces. This sequence traditionally includes Edward Elgar's "Pomp & 

Circumstance March No. 1" (to part of which "Land of Hope and Glory" is sung) and 
Henry Wood's "Fantasia on British Sea Songs", followed by Thomas Arne's "Rule, 
Britannia!". The concert concludes with Hubert Parry's "Jerusalem", and the British 
national anthem, in recent years in an arrangement by Benjamin Britten. The repeat of 
the Elgar march at the Last Night can be traced to the spontaneous audience demand 
for a double encore after its premiere at a 1901 Proms concert.Z4 The closing sequence 
of the second half became fully established in 1954 during Sargent's tenure as chief 
conductor.2! The Prommers have made a tradition of singing "Auld Lang Syne" after the 
end of the concert, but this was not included in the programme until 2015. However, 
when James Loughran, a Scot, conducted the Last Night concert in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s he did include the piece within the programme. 


Tickets are highly sought after. Promming tickets are priced the same as for that 
season's concerts, but seated tickets are more expensive. To pre-book a seat, it is 
necessary to have bought tickets for at least five other concerts in the season, and an 
advance booking for the Last Night must include those five concerts. Tickets can only be 
purchased in an equivalent (or lower) price band to that bought previously. After the 
advance booking period, there is no requirement to have booked for additional 
concerts, but by then the Last Night is usually sold out, although returns may be 
available. For standing places, a full season pass automatically includes admission to 
the Last Night; day Prommers must present five ticket stubs from previous concerts to 
qualify for a standing Last Night ticket, either in the Arena or Gallery (prior to 2009, the 
requirement was for six other concerts). 


In recent years, some Arena standing tickets have been available for purchase on the 
day, with no requirement to have attended previous concerts. These are sold on a 'first- 
come first-served' basis to those prepared to queue. In the post-war period, with the 
growing popularity of the Last Night, the only way to obtain tickets was through a postal 
ballot held well in advance. An annual ballot now exists for the chance to purchase a 
maximum of two tickets from a special allocation of 100 stalls seats. 


Prommers with tickets are likely to queue up much earlier than usual (many overnight, 
and in past years, some slept outside the hall for up to three weeks to guard their place 


- although this is no longer permitted) to ensure a good place to stand; the resulting 
camaraderie adds to the atmosphere. Some attend in fancy dress, from dinner 

jackets to patriotic T-shirts. Many use the occasion for an exuberant display 

of Britishness. Union Flags are waved by the Prommers, especially during "Rule, 
Britannia!". Other national flags, balloons and party poppers are all welcomed - 
although John Drummond discouraged ‘extraneous noise’ during his tenure as director. 


Sir Henry Wood's bust is adorned with a laurel chaplet by representatives of the 
Promenaders, who often wipe an imaginary bead of sweat from his forehead or make 
some similar gentle visual joke. As with the rest of the season, the cost of promming 
tickets (standing tickets) is just £6. Many consider these to be the best tickets due to 
the atmosphere of standing in the hall for up to three hours, albeit with a twenty-five 
minute interval. 


Another tradition is that near the end of the concert the conductor makes a speech 
thanking the musicians and audiences, mentioning the main themes of the season, 
noting the cumulative donation collected for the Promenaders' musical charities over 
the season, and announcing the date of the First Night for the following year. This 
tradition dates from 1941, when Sir Henry Wood gave the first such speech at the close 
of that season, which was the first at the Royal Albert Hall, when he thanked colleagues 
and sponsors. Wood gave a similar speech at the 1942 Last Night, and a pre-recorded 
version was played at the 1943 Last Night. During his tenure as conductor, Sir Malcolm 
Sargent established the tone of making the Last Night speech more humorous. 
Subsequent conductors have generally continued this, although one exception was in 
1997 when Sir Andrew Davis addressed the deaths of Diana, Princess of Wales, Mother 
Teresa, and Sir Georg Solti in 1997.74 


Leonard Slatkin, chief conductor of the BBC Symphony Orchestra from 2000 to 2004, 
expressed a desire to tone down the nationalism of the Last Night, and during the 
seasons from 2002 until 2007 "Rule Britannia" was only heard as part of Henry Wood's 
"Fantasia on British Sea Songs" (another piece traditional to the Last Night) rather than 
separately. Slatkin, an American and the first non-Commonwealth citizen to lead the 
Last Night, conducted his first in 2001, just days after the 9/11 attacks. The atmosphere 
was more restrained and less festive than normal, with a heavily revised programme 
where the finale of Beethoven's 9th Symphony replaced the "Sea Songs", and Samuel 
Barber's "Adagio for Strings" was performed in tribute to 9/11 victims. 


On the day of the 2005 Last Night, the hall management received word of a bomb 
threat, which led to a thorough search of the Albert Hall for 5 hours, but the concert 
took place after a short delay. This has led to increased security concerns, given the 
stature of the Last Night in British culture, which Jacqui Kelly of the Royal Albert Hall 
staff noted: 


That was quite a nerve-wracker - our biggest event, the one everybody knows the 
Albert Hall for, and we were in real danger of losing it. We're an iconic thing, up there in 
the public eye, so we have to expect that.Z 


2008 also contained some departures from the traditional programme. "Pomp and 
Circumstance March No. 1" was moved to after the conductor's speech. In addition, 
most of Wood's "Fantasia on British Sea Songs" was replaced by Vaughan 

Williams's Sea Songs as a final tribute in his anniversary year. However, Wood's 
arrangements of naval bugle calls from the start of the "Fantasia" were retained, and 
Sargent's arrangement of "Rule Britannia" returned with Bryn Terfel as soloist. As on his 
1994 Last Night appearance, he sang one verse in a Welsh translation, with the 
chorus also translated into Welsh. Additionally, 2008 saw the inclusion of Scottish 


composer Anna Meredith to the programme for her Proms premiere, froms, which 
involved five different groups of musicians telecasting in from around Britain. 


2009 saw the continued absence of Wood's Sea Songs, this time replaced by specially 
commissioned fanfares, and extracts from Handel's "Music for the Royal Fireworks". 
£a In 2009, for the first time, the Last Night was shown live in several cinemas across 
Asia and in Canada and Australia. 


The 2014 Last Night saw soprano Elizabeth Watts wearing a dress by Vivienne 
Westwood, which was auctioned in aid of Streetwise Opera. The online auction ran from 
8 September to 18 September. 22! 


In 2016, anti-Brexit protestors waved EU flags in addition to the usual Union Jack flags. 
831 The protests have continued in subsequent years.24 


Last Night conductors[edit] 


The following table lists by year the conductors of the Last Night of the Proms. In 
general, since the tenure of Sargent, the Chief Conductor of the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra has led this concert, but guest conductors have directed the Last Night on 
several occasions. Additionally, the tradition until 1980 was for a British 

conductor. Charles Mackerras was the first non-British-born conductor to lead the Last 
Night, in 1980. Leonard Slatkin was the first American conductor of the Last Night in 
2001. Jiří Bělohlávek was the first non-native English speaker to conduct the Last Night, 
in 2007. Marin Alsop was the Last Night's first female conductor in 2013.8 


Last Night(s) ...2 


Conductor 


19th c.- 195 1960 


1940s Os 5 1970s 1980s | 1990s | 2000s 2010s 


1895- 
Henry 1938, 
Wood 2 1941- 

19432 
Sir Adrian 1945, 
Boult 194612 
Basil 
Cameron 

19452 

Constant 


Lambert 


Sir Malcolm_ 1947-1966 
Sargent 
ir 1967-1972 
Norman Del 
Mar 
Sir Charles 
Groves 
James_ 
Loughran j 
Sir Charles” k 
Mackerras 
Vernon E 
Handley 
Raymond 
Leppard 
Mark Elder ° i ae 
Sir Andrew_ est gaat 
Davis © 
Sir John 
Pritchard 


Bart y 1 
Wordsworth 1993: 


Leonard 2001- 
Slatkin 2004 
Paul Daniel 2005: 
iri 2010, 
Bělohlávek A ones 
Sir Roger 
> 2008: 
Norrington 
David 2009: 
Robertson 2 
Edward 1 
Gardner 2011 
: 2013, 
Marin Alsop 2015: 
2014, 
Sakari 2016, 
Oramo!®®! 2017, 
2019 


“1 Duties undertaken as Guest Conductor, rather than as resident Chief 
Conductor, BBC Symphony Orchestra 

^2 The 1939 season was curtailed by the outbreak of war, and the 1940 season by 
German bombing, meaning that there was no official "Last Night". Only the first few 
concerts were held in public in 1944 due to renewed bombing. Wood died shortly 
before what should have been the end of the 1944 season.24 

^3 Sir Henry from 1911 onwards 

^4 Later Sir Colin 

^5 Later Sir Mark 


e ^6 Sir Andrew from 1999 onwards! 

e ^7 Constant Lambert, Basil Cameron and Sir Adrian Boult jointly undertook 
proceedings upon the return in 1945 

e ^8 replacing Mark Elder 

e ^9 Robertson was Principal Guest Conductor of the BBC SO from 2005 to 2012 

e ^10 Davis is currently Conductor Laureate of the BBC Symphony Orchestra, having 
served as Chief Conductor from 1989-2000. 


Proms in the Park[edit] 


The Royal Albert Hall could be filled many times over with people who would wish to 
attend. To involve extra people, and to cater for those who are not near London, the 
Proms in the Park concerts were started in 1996. Initially there was one, in Hyde 

Park adjacent to the Hall, which was a simple video relay of the concert at the Royal 
Albert Hall. As audiences grew, Proms in the Park started to have musicians of their own 
on stage, including the BBC Concert Orchestra. 


In the 2000s, Proms in the Park started to be held in other locations across the UK, 
usually with one of the BBC's orchestras playing. In 2005, Belfast, 

Glasgow, Swansea and Manchester hosted a Last Night Prom in the Park, broadcast live 
from each venue. In 2007 Manchester's prom was replaced by one in Middlesbrough. In 
2008 the number reduced from five to four, in Hyde Park, Belfast, Glasgow and 
Swansea. 2009 returned to a total of five, in Hyde Park, Glasgow, Swansea, County 
Down and Salford. Each location has its own live concert, typically playing the national 
anthem of the host country, before joining in a live big screen video link up with the 
Royal Albert Hall for the traditional finale. 


In recent years Proms in the Park has become a series of established events in their 
own right, with events in Hyde Park and in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
managed by BBC Scotland, BBC Cymru Wales and BBC Northern Ireland respectively, in 
conjunction with the host local authority. Each event has a presenting team, a live 
orchestra, a video link to the Last Night of the Proms in London, and guest soloists and 
choirs. Events tend to move to different cities to cover a wider geographical area within 
the host nations. 


All of these events are incorporated within BBC One's live coverage of the Last Night of 
the Proms, with live link-ups to each of the venues. However, some more traditional 
elements of the Last Night of the Proms (such as Jerusalem, Rule Britannia and Land of 
Hope and Glory) have been removed on some years depending on local politics. 24 


As the popularity of Proms in the Park grew, many communities across the UK decided 
to hold their own "Proms in the Park" events that were not affiliated with the BBC. 


BBC 
Pen Philharmonic (P 
BBC ~  . _ | BBC Scottish ) 

Orchestra Ulster 

Year Concert Symphony See Halle 

and Orchestra 
Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra (H) 
Chorus of Se ane ERT. 
Northern 
Wales 


Sinfonia (NS) 


2002 
1 


2003 
1 
20042 
i 


2005 
2006 


20075 
1 


2008" 


Hyde Park, 
London 


Singleton 
Park, 
Swansea 


Pacific Quay, 
Glasgow 


Glasgow 
Green 


Belfast! 


Donegal 
Square, 
Belfast 


Belfast City 
Hall 


Carrickfergus 
Castle 


Belfast City 
Halle 


Music Centre 
Gateshead! (NS) 


Cathedral 
Gardens, 
Manchester (H) 


Heaton Park, 
Manchester! (P) 


Centre Square, 
Middlesbrough 
(NS) 


200922 
21 
2010 


201A 


2012 
9] 

2013 
2014 


20154 
0l 
2016 


2017 
2018 


2019 
31 


Caerphill 
Castle 


Singleton 
Park, 
Swansea 


Singleton 
Park, 
Swansea 


Colwyn 
Baye 


Singleton 
Park, 
Swansea 


Caird Hall, 
Dundeestamss 


Glasgow City 
Halls 


Glasgow 
Green 


Hillsborough 
Castle, County 
Downz% 


Buile Hill Park, 
Salford 20412251 (P) 


Castle Park, 
Bangor?! 


Titanic 
Slipways, 
Belfast 


Castle Coole, 
Enniskillen: 


Titanic 
Slipways, 
Belfast 


The first live relays outside of London were to Swansea and Birmingham in 1999.4! 


In 2001, there were also live link-ups to Cornwall and Liverpool. 


In 2011, Caerphilly's Proms in the Park was cancelled before the concert started due to 


heavy rainfall 


Proms seasons[edit] 


Season 

1 1895 

2 1896 

3 1897 

4 1898 

5 1899 

6 1900 

7 Summer 
1901 

Ja Winter 
1901/02 

8 1902 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 10 
August 


Saturday 29 
August 


Saturday 28 
August 


Saturday 27 
August 


Saturday 26 
August 


Saturday 25 
August 


Saturday 24 
August 


Saturday 26 
December 


Saturday 23 


End date 
(Last night) 


Saturday 5 
October 


Saturday 10 
October 


Saturday 9 
October 


Saturday 15 
October 


Saturday 21 
October 


Saturday 10 
October 


Saturday 9 
October 


Saturday 1 
February 


Saturday 8 


Location 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 


No of 
Proms 


49 


37 


43 


43 


49 


67 


67 


33 


67 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 22 
August 


Saturday 6 
August 


Saturday 19 
August 


Saturday 18 
August 


Saturday 17 
August 


Saturday 15 
August 


Saturday 14 
August 


Saturday 13 
August 


Saturday 12 
August 


Saturday 17 


End date 
(Last night) 


November 


Friday 23 
October 


Friday 21 
October 


Friday 27 
October 


Friday 26 
October 


Saturday 26 
October 


Saturday 24 
October 


Saturday 23 
October 


Saturday 22 
October 


Saturday 21 
October 


Saturday 26 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 16 
August 


Saturday 15 
August 


Saturday 14 
August 


Saturday 26 
August 


Saturday 25 
August 


Saturday 11 
August 


Saturday 16 
August 


Saturday 14 
August 


Saturday 13 
August 


Saturday 12 


End date 
(Last night) 


October 


Saturday 25 
October 


Saturday 24 
October 


Saturday 23 
October 


Saturday 21 
October 


Saturday 20 
October 


Saturday 19 
October 


Saturday 25 
October 


Saturday 23 
October 


Saturday 22 
October 


Saturday 21 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 


(Northern) 


1930 
(London) 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 11 
August 


Saturday 9 
August 


Saturday 8 
August 


Saturday 14 
August 


Saturday 13 
August 


Saturday 11 
August 


Saturday 10 
August 


Monday 26 
May 


Saturday 9 
August 


End date 
(Last night) 


October 


Saturday 20 
October 


Saturday 18 
October 


Saturday 17 
October 


Saturday 16 
October 


Saturday 24 
October 


Saturday 6 
October 


Saturday 5 
October 


Saturday 21 
June 


Saturday 4 
October 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Free Trade Hall, 
Manchester 
Philharmonic, 
Liverpool 

Town Hall, Leeds 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Winter 
1932/33 


Winter 
1934/35 


Winter 
1935/36 


i 
- 
- 
a 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 8 
August 


Saturday 6 
August 


Saturday 31 
December 


Saturday 12 
August 


Saturday 11 
August 


Monday 31 
December 


Saturday 10 
August 


Monday 30 
December 


Saturday 8 
August 


Saturday 7 
August 


End date 
(Last night) 


Saturday 3 
October 


Saturday 1 
October 


Saturday 14 
February 


Saturday 7 
October 


Saturday 6 
October 


Saturday 12 
January 


Saturday 5 
October 


Saturday 11 
January 


Saturday 3 
October 


Saturday 2 
October 


1938 Saturday 6 Saturday 1 Queen's Hall, 


f No of 
Location 
Proms 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Winter 
52a | 1947 


Start date 


(1st night) 


Saturday 12 
August 


Saturday 10 
August 


Saturday 12 
July 


Saturday 27 
June 


Saturday 19 
June 


Saturday 10 
June 


Saturday 21 
July 


Saturday 27 
July 


Monday 6 
January 


Saturday 19 


End date 
(Last night) 


October 


Saturday 1 
September 


Saturday 7 
September”! 


Saturday 23 
August 


Saturday 22 
August 


Saturday 21 
August 


Thursday 29 
June®! 


Saturday 15 
September 


Saturday 21 
September 


Saturday 18 
January 


Saturday 13 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Queen's Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 


Winter 
1950 
Summer 
1950 
Winter 
1951 


Winter 
1952 
1952 Saturday 26 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Monday 5 
January 


Saturday 24 
July 


Monday 10 
January 


Saturday 23 
July 


Monday 9 
January 


Saturday 22 
July 


Monday 8 
January 


Saturday 28 
July 


Monday 7 
January 


End date 
(Last night) 


September 


Saturday 17 
January 


Saturday 18 
September 


Saturday 22 
January 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 21 
January 


Saturday 16 
September 


Saturday 20 
January 


Saturday 22 
September 


Saturday 19 
January 


Saturday 20 


Proms 
london 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 25 
July 


Saturday 24 
July 


Saturday 23 
July 


Saturday 21 
July 


Saturday 20 
July 


Saturday 26 
July 


Saturday 25 
July 


Saturday 23 
July 


Saturday 22 
July 


Saturday 21 


End date 
(Last night) 


September 


Saturday 19 
September 


Saturday 18 
September 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 15 
September 


Saturday 14 
September 


Saturday 20 
September 


Saturday 19 
September 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 16 
September 


Saturday 15 


Proms 
london 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Saturday 20 
July 


Saturday 25 
July 


Saturday 17 
July 


Saturday 23 
July 


Saturday 22 
July 


Friday 19 July 
Friday 18 July 
Friday 17 July 


Friday 23 July 
Friday 21 July 


End date 
(Last night) 


September 


Saturday 14 
September 


Saturday 19 
September 


Saturday 11 
September 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 16 
September 


Saturday 14 
September 


Saturday 13 
September 


Saturday 12 
September 


Saturday 18 
September 


Saturday 16 


Proms 
london 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 


End date 
(Last night) 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Proms 


Winter Friday 29 Royal Albert Hall, 


Friday 5 January 


1972/73 


December 


Friday 20 July 


Friday 19 July 


Friday 25 July 


Friday 16 July 


Friday 22 July 


Friday 21 July 


Friday 20 July 


Friday 18 July 


Friday 17 July 


Saturday 15 
September 


Saturday 14 
September 


Saturday 20 
September 


Saturday 11 
September 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 16 
September 


Saturday 15 
September 


Saturday 13 
September 


Saturday 12 


London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Friday 16 July 


Friday 22 July 


Friday 20 July 


Friday 19 July 


Friday 18 July 


Friday 17 July 


Friday 22 July 


Friday 21 July 


Friday 20 July 


Friday 19 July 


End date 
(Last night) 


September 


Saturday 11 
September 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 15 
September 


Saturday 14 
September 


Saturday 13 
September 


Saturday 12 
September 


Saturday 17 
September 


Saturday 16 
September 


Saturday 15 
September 


Saturday 14 


Location 


London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 


Start date End date Pecation No of 
(1st night) (Last night) Proms 


Saturday 12 Royal Albert Hall, 


Be aN centember London 


Saturday 11 Royal Albert Hall, 
September London 


Saturday 10 Royal Albert Hall, 
SNE 2H aE IN) September London 

Saturday 16 Royal Albert Hall, 
Foday atuty September London 


Friday 16 July 


ar gee 
a ae 
E a 
a g 


; Saturday 9 Royal Albert Hall, 
aae dU September London 
Friday 20 July | Saturday 15 Royal Albert Hall, 


Start date End date Pecation No of 
(1st night) (Last night) Proms 
; Saturday 14 Royal Albert Hall, 
Bey 12 uly September London 
: Saturday 13 Royal Albert Hall, 
SUNG Te July September London 
Saturday 11 Royal Albert Hall, 
SNE 2H le IN) September London 
Saturday 10 Royal Albert Hall, 
pagay the} Ja September London 


vwysemy Sot gaat 
cee ae 
versa Spee pam 
a ee 


Saturday 11 Royal Albert Hall, 
Fae nie IN) September London 
Friday 15 July | Saturday 10 Royal Albert Hall, 


118 


TIO 


120 


121 


122 


123 


124 


125 


Season 


2012 


2013 


2014 


2015 


2016 


2017 


2018 


2019 


Start date 
(1st night) 


Friday 13 July 


Friday 12 July 


Friday 18 July 


Friday 17 July 


Friday 15 July 


Friday 14 July 


Friday 13 July 


Friday 19 July 


End date 
(Last night) 


September 


Saturday 8 
September 


Saturday 7 
September 


Saturday 13 
September 


Saturday 12 
September 


Saturday 10 
September 


Saturday 9 
September 


Saturday 8 
September 


Saturday 14 
September 


Location 


London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


Royal Albert Hall, 
London 


No of 
Proms 


76 


75 


76 


76 


75 


13 


75 


75 


™ The second half of concert 18 and the remaining 31 concerts (19-49) of the 1939 
season (Saturday 2 September to Saturday 7 October) were cancelled due to the 
outbreak of World War Il. 


21 Concerts 26-49 of the 1940 season (Saturday 8 September to Saturday 5 October) 
were cancelled due to intensified nightly air raids during World War II. 


BI Concerts 18-55 (Friday 30 June to Saturday 12 August) of the 1944 season were 
cancelled due to V-1 flying bombs ("Doodle Bugs") which had started to fall on London 
during World War Il. 


Proms Controllers[edit] 


e William Glock (1960-1973) 

e Robert Ponsonby (1973-1985) 

e John Drummond (1986-1995) 

e Nicholas Kenyon (1996-2007) 

e Roger Wright (2007-2014) 

e Edward Blakeman (interim Director; 2014-2015) 
e David Pickard (2015-present)2! 


See also[edit] 
EIENSBBC portal 


e BBC Radio 2 Electric Proms 
e List of music festivals in the United Kingdom 
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Wikimedia Commons 
has media related 
es to The Proms (music 


festival). 


e BBC Proms at BBC Online 

e BBC Proms Archive 

e BBC Proms reviews at musicOMH 

e Detailed Concert Annals for the 1959-1961 season 

e Nick Breckenfield, "The Last Night of the Proms 2007". classicalsource.com page 
e Last night of the Proms 2016 


BBC Radio 4 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article is about the British radio station owned and operated by the BBC. For the 
BBC's digital radio station, see BBC Radio 4 Extra. For other stations known as 'Radio 4’, 
see Radio 4. 


BBC Radio 4 


BIBIC. 
RADIO 


City London 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 


Slogan Intelligent speech, the most insightful 
journalism, the wittiest comedy, the most 
fascinating features and the most 
compelling drama and readings anywhere 


in UK radio 


Frequency FM: 92.5-96.1 MHz, 103.5-104.9 MHz 
LW: 198 kHz 
MW: 603 kHz, 720 kHz, 774 kHz, 756 kHz, 
1449 kHz, 1485 kHz 
DAB: 12B 
Freesat: 704 (FM), 710 (LW) 
Freeview: 704 (FM) 
Sky (UK only): 0104 (FM), 0143 (LW) 
Virgin Media: 904 (FM), 911 (LW) 
Virgin Media Ireland: 910 (FM) 


Various frequencies on analogue cable 


First air 30 September 1967 
date 


Format News, talk, and drama 


Language(_ English 


s) 

Former BBC Home Service 
callsigns 

Owner BBC 

Sister BBC Radio 4 Extra Slogan 1 
stations 


Webcast Web Stream 


FM 


e Worldwide HTTP stream (128 Kbps 
MP3) 

e Worldwide HLS stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 

e Worldwide HLS stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 

e Worldwide MPEG DASH stream (48-96 
Kbps AAC+) (adaptive bitrate) 

e UkK-only HLS stream (128 Kbps AAC) 

e UkK-only HLS stream (320 Kbps AAC) 

e UK-only MPEG DASH stream (128-320 
Kbps AAC) (adaptive bitrate) 


LW 


e Worldwide HTTP stream (128 Kbps 
MP3) 
e Worldwide HLS stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 


e Worldwide HLS stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 

e Worldwide MPEG DASH stream (48-96 
Kbps AAC+) (adaptive bitrate) 

e UkK-only HLS stream (128 Kbps AAC) 

e UK-only HLS stream (320 Kbps AAC) 

e UK-only MPEG DASH stream (128-320 
Kbps AAC) (adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 4 


BBC Radio 4, part of BBC Radio, is owned and operated by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. It broadcasts a wide variety of spoken-word programmes including news, 
drama, comedy, science and history from the BBC's headquarters at Broadcasting 
House, London. It replaced the BBC Home Service in 1967. The station controller is 
Mohit Bakaya.”! 


It is the second-most-popular domestic radio station in the UK,™ broadcast throughout 
the UK, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands on FM, LW and DAB, and can be 
received in eastern and south eastern counties of Ireland, the north 

of France and Northern Europe. It is also available through Freeview, Sky, Virgin 

Media and on the Internet. Its sister station, BBC Radio 4 Extra (formerly BBC Radio 7), 
complements the main channel by broadcasting repeats from the Radio 4 archive, 
extended versions of Radio 4 programmes and supplements to series such as The 
Archers and Desert Island Discs. It is notable for its news bulletins and programmes 
such as Today and The World at One, heralded on air by the Greenwich Time 

Signal "pips" or the chimes of Big Ben. Radio 4 broadcasts the Shipping Forecast, which 
reached 150 years old in August 2017.” The pips are only accurate on FM, LW, and MW 
as there is a delay on DAB and digital radio of approximately 3 to 5 seconds, even 
longer online (up to 23 seconds). 


Outline[edit] 


BBC Radio 4 is the second-most-popular British domestic radio station by total hours, 

51 after Radio 2 - and the most popular in London and the South of England. !tatoznecdeat |t 
recorded its highest audience, of 11 million listeners, in May 2011 and was "UK Radio 
Station of the Year" at the 2003, 2004 and 2008 Sony Radio Academy Awards. It also 
won a Peabody Award in 2002 for File On 4: Export Controls. Costing £71.4 million 
(2005/6),"2 it is the BBC's most expensive national radio network and is considered by 
many to be its flagship. There is no comparable British commercial network: Channel 

4 abandoned plans to launch its own speech-based digital radio station in October 2008 
as part of a £100m cost cutting review.24 


In 2019, Mohit Bakaya replaced Gwyneth Williams, who had been the station controller 
since 2010.44 431 


Music and sport are the only fields that largely fall outside the station's remit. It 
broadcasts occasional concerts, and documentaries related to various forms of 
both popular and classical music, and the long-running music-based Desert Island Discs. 


Prior to the creation of BBC Radio 5 it broadcast sports-based features, notably Sport on 
Four, and since the creation of BBC Radio 5 Live in 1994, the station has become the 
home of ball-by-ball commentaries of most Test cricket matches played by England. The 
coverage is broadcast on long wave. Consequently, for around 70 days a year, listeners 
have to rely on FM broadcasts or increasingly DAB for mainstream Radio 4 broadcasts - 
the number relying solely on long wave is now a small minority. The cricket broadcasts 
take precedence over on-the-hour news bulletins, but not the Shipping Forecast, carried 
since its move to long wave in 1978 because that can be received clearly at sea.™! 


The station is the UK's national broadcaster in times of national emergency such as war, 
due to the wide coverage of the Droitwich signal: if all other radio stations were forced 
to close, it would carry on broadcasting. It has been claimed that the commanders of 
nuclear-armed submarines believing that Britain had suffered nuclear attack were 
required to check if they could still receive Radio 4 on 198 long wave, and if they could 
not they would open sealed orders that might authorise a retaliatory strike,“ 


As well as news and drama, the station has a strong reputation for comedy, including 
experimental and alternative comedy, many successful comedians and comedy 
shows first appearing on the station. Following the six o'clock news from Monday to 
Friday, the station normally broadcasts a thirty-minute comedy programme. 


The station is available on FM in most of Great Britain, parts of Ireland and the north of 
France; LW throughout the UK and in parts of Northern Europe, and the Atlantic north of 
the Azores to about 20 degrees west; MW in some areas; DAB; Digital TV 

including Freeview, Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media, and on the Internet. Freesat, Sky and 
Virgin have a separate channel which broadcasts the Radio 4 LW output in mono, in 
addition to the FM output. 


The longwave signal is part of the Royal Navy's system of Last Resort Letters. In the 
event of a suspected catastrophic attack on Britain, submarine captains, in addition to 
other checks, check for a broadcast signal from Radio 4 on 198 long wave to verify the 
annihilation of organised society in Great Britain.24 


History[edit] 


92-95FM 
& 198 Lw 


Logo of Radio 4 until 2007 


See also: BBC Home Service 


Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio 4 


The BBC Home Service was the predecessor of Radio 4 and broadcast between 1939 
and 1967. It had regional variations and was broadcast on medium wave with a network 


of VHF FM transmitters being added from 1955. Radio 4 replaced it on 30 September 
1967, when the BBC renamed many of its domestic radio stations,“ in response to the 
challenge of offshore radio. It moved to long wave in November 1978, taking over the 
200 kHz frequency (1500 metres) previously held by Radio 2 - later moved to 198 kHz 
as a result of international agreements aimed at avoiding interference (all UK MW/LW 
frequencies are divisible by 9). At this point, Radio 4 became available across all of the 
UK for the first time and the station officially became known as Radio 4 UK, a title that 
remained until September 1984. 


For a time during the 1970s Radio 4 carried regional news bulletins Monday to Saturday. 
These were broadcast twice at breakfast, at lunchtime and at 5.55p.m. There were also 
programme variations for the parts of England not served by BBC Local Radio stations. 
These included Roundabout East Anglia, a VHF opt-out of the Today programme 
broadcast from BBC East's studios in Norwich each weekday from 6.45 a.m. to 8.45 a.m. 
481 Roundabout East Anglia came to an end in mid-1980 ahead of the launch of BBC 
Radio Norfolk.“ 


All regional news bulletins broadcast from BBC regional news bases around England 
ended in August 1980, apart from in the south west as until January 1983 there was 
no BBC Local Radio in the south west so these news bulletins and its weekday morning 
regional programme, Morning Sou'West, continued to be broadcast from the BBC 
studios in Plymouth on VHF and on the Radio 4 medium wave Plymouth relay until 31 
December 1982. 


The launch of Radio 5 on 27 August 1990 saw the removal of Open University, schools 
programming, children's programmes and the Study on 4/Options adult education slot 
from Radio 4's FM frequencies. Consequently, the full Radio 4 schedule became 
available on FM for the first time. However, adult educational and Open 

University programming returned to Radio 4 in 1994 when Radio 5 was closed to make 
way for the launch of BBC Radio 5 Live and were broadcast on Sunday evenings on 
longwave only. 


Between 17 January 1991 and 2 March 1991 FM broadcasts were replaced by a 
continuous news service devoted to the Gulf War, Radio 4 News FM, with the main 
Radio 4 service being exclusively on longwave. 


In September 1991 it was decided that the main Radio 4 service would be on FM as FM 
coverage had now extended to cover almost all of the UK - Radio 4 didn't become 
available on FM in much of Scotland and Wales until the early 1990s. Opt-outs were 
transferred to longwave: currently Test Match Special, extra shipping forecasts, The 
Daily Service and Yesterday in Parliament. Longwave very occasionally opts out at other 
times, such as to broadcast special services, the most recent being when Pope Benedict 
XVI visited Britain in 2010. 


Programmes and schedules[edit] 

Daily schedule[edit] 

An online schedule page lists the running order of programmes.“ 
Production[edit] 


Many programmes are pre-recorded. Programmes transmitted live include Today, 
magazine programme Woman's Hour, consumer affairs programme You and Yours, and 
(often) the music, film, books, arts and culture programme Front Row. Continuity is 
managed from Broadcasting House with news bulletins, including the hourly summaries 


and longer programmes such as the Six O'Clock News and Midnight News, and news 
programmes such as Today, The World at One and PM, which by early 2013 had 
returned to Broadcasting House after 15 years at BBC Television Centre in White City. 
201 The news returning to Broadcasting House has also meant that newsreaders can 
provide cover for continuity, which regularly occurs at 23:00 each night and 16:00 ona 
Sunday. This has reduced the total number of continuity announcers required each day 
down from four to three. 


The Time Signal, known as 'the pips', is broadcast every hour to herald the news 
bulletin, except at midnight and 18:00, where the chimes of Big Ben are played. There 
is no Greenwich Time Signal during the Saturday Afternoon Drama at 15:00 on Radio 4 
on Saturdays either. Only pips broadcast on FM/MW/LW are accurate. On all digital 
platforms they are in delay by between 3 and 5 seconds and even longer online (up to 
23 seconds). 


Programmes[edit] 
Main article: List of BBC Radio 4 programmes 


Radio 4 programmes cover a wide variety of genre including news and current affairs, 
history, culture, science, religion, arts, drama and light entertainment. A number of the 
programmes on Radio 4 take the form of a "magazine" show, featuring numerous small 
contributions over the course of the programme— Woman's Hour, From Our Own 
Correspondent, You and Yours. The rise of these magazine shows is primarily due to the 
work of Tony Whitby, controller of Radio 4 from 1970 to 1975.24 


The station hosts a number of long-running programmes, many of which have been 
broadcast for over 40 years. 


Most programmes are available for four weeks after broadcast as streaming audio from 
Radio 4's /isten again page! and via BBC iPlayer. A selection of programmes is also 
available as podcasts or downloadable audio files.22. Many comedy and drama 
programmes from the Radio 4 archives are rebroadcast on BBC Radio 4 Extra (formerly 
BBC Radio 7). 


Due to the capacity limitations of DAB and increasing sport broadcasts on BBC Radio 5 
Live Sports Extra, BBC Radio 4 DAB has to reduce its bit rate most evenings, such that 
after 7p.m. its DAB output is usually in mono, even though many of its programmes are 
made in stereo (including its flagship drama "The Archers"), these can be heard in 
stereo only on FM, Digital TV on Freeview & Freesat (Ch. 704), Sky, Virgin and on line 
via BBC iPlayer radio. BBC World Service, which uses BBC Radio 4 FM & DAB frequencies 
between 01:00 and 05:20, is in stereo, but only on Radio 4 FM & DAB and not on its own 
dedicated DAB channel. BBC Radio 4 Extra broadcasts in mono on DAB, but has always 
been in stereo on Digital TV (Freeview / Freesat Ch 708), Sky, Virgin and online. 


Notable continuity announcers and newsreaders[edit] 


Announcers carry out the following duties from Broadcasting House: 


e Provide links (or junctions) between programmes 

e Read trails for programmes 

e Provide reassurance to listeners during a programme breakdown 

e Read the Shipping Forecast (except the 05:20 broadcast, which is covered by BBC- 
Weather) 

e Read the BBC Radio 3 news summaries at 13:00, 17:00 and 18:00 on weekdays 


Newsreaders read hourly summaries and longer bulletins from New Broadcasting 
House.4251 |n 2012 the BBC announced that it would be reducing its main presentation 
team from 12 to ten.24 


BBC[edit] 

e Chris Aldridge (Senior Announcer) e Tom Sandars 

e Corrie Corfield e Zeb Soanes 

e Neil Sleat e Diana Speed 

e Alan Smith e Jane Steel 

e Caroline Nicholls e Luke Tuddenham 
Freelance[edit] 

e Viji Alles e Arlene Fleming 

e Charles Carroll e Mark Forrest 

e Kathy Clugston e Andrew Peach 

e Mairead Devlin e Susan Rae 

e John Hammond e Danielle Jalowiecke 
e Jim Lee e Tina Richie 


e Neil Nunes 
Former staff[edit] 


e Alice Arnold (1994-2012) 

e Carolyn Brown (left 2015) 

e Harriet Cass (left 2013) 

e Peter Donaldson (1973-2012) 

e Charlotte Green (1988-2013) 

e Peter Jefferson (left 2009) 

e Astley Jones (left 2006) 

e Laurie Macmillan (died 2001) 

e Rory Morrison (died 2013) 

e Charles Nove (left 2019; now with Scala Radio) 

e Jamie Owen 

e Brian Perkins 

e lain Purdon (retired from BBC World Service in 2016) 
e Vaughan Savidge (left 2018) 

e Moira Stuart (left 1981 to move to TV; now with Classic FM) 


Frequencies and other means of reception[edit] 


Radio 4 is broadcast on:22 


e 92-95 MHz FM in England, and from some transmitters in Wales 
o 94.6-96.1 and 103.5-104.9 MHz in Scotland2®! 
o 93.2-96.0 and 103.5-104.6 MHz in Northern Ireland 
o 103.0-104.5 MHz from other transmitters in Wales 
e 198 kHz longwave (Droitwich, Burghead, and Westerglen) 
e Medium wave in some areas: 
o 603 kHz in Newcastle upon Tyne 


720 kHz in London, Derry and Belfast 
756 kHz in Redruth 
774 kHz in Plymouth and Enniskillen 
1449 kHz in Aberdeen 
1485 kHz in Carlisle 
B 
o Standard FM content 
o Subsidiary LW content, where applicable 
e Freeview channel 704 (FM only)22 
e The Internet 
o iPlayer live streaming 
e Digital satellite: 
o Radio 4 FM: 
= Freesat channel 704 
"= Sky channel 01042 
o Radio 4 LW: 
= Freesat channel 710 
"= Sky channel 01438 
e Virgin Media channel 904 (FM), channel 911 (LW) 
e Selected other cable television providers (Also on various frequencies on analogue 
cable networks) 
o Virgin Media Ireland channel 910 in Republic of Ireland 
e TalkTalk TV channel 604 


OS 6 6 6-6 


Criticisms[edit] 


There have been criticisms voiced by centre-right newspapers in recent years over a 
perceived left political bias across a range of issues, such as the EU and the Iraq War,&4 
13211331 ag well as sycophancy in interviews, particularly on the popular morning news 
magazine Today as part of a reported perception of a general "malaise" at the BBC. 
Conversely, the journalist Mehdi Hasan has criticised the station for an overtly 

"socially and culturally conservative" approach.: 


There has been frequent criticism of Radio 4—and Today in particular—for a lack of 
female broadcasters.22 In September 1972, Radio 4 employed the first female continuity 
announcers—Hylda Bamber and Barbara Edwards (an event which caused the Daily 
Mailto proclaim that Radio 4 had "fallen" to women's liberation). For quite some time, 
the introduction of female newsreaders led to complaints from listeners; women 
discussing topics of feminist interest led to similar complaints. 27 


Radio 4 has also been frequently criticised for being too middle class and being of little 
interest to non-white listeners, 22221 


See also[edit] 


e ABC Radio National 

e CBC Radio One - A Canadian talk radio station from CBC 
e List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 

e National Public Radio 

e Radio New Zealand National 


e RTE Radio 1 - An Irish talk and music radio station from RTE 


e Sveriges Radio P1 
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A timeline of notable events relating to BBC Radio 4, a British national radio station 
which began broadcasting in September 1967. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1967 
o 30 September - Radio 4 launches at 6:35 am, replacing the BBC Home Service. 
The first programme to be broadcast is Farming Today. ® 
o 22 December - Panel game Just a Minute is first aired with Nicholas Parsons as 


chairman (initially as a temporary stand-in); it will still be running 50 years later 
with the same chairman. 


e 1968 
o No events. 
e 1969 


o 10 July - The BBC publishes a report called "Broadcasting in the Seventies" 
proposing the reorganisation of programmes on the national networks and 
replacing regional broadcasting on BBC Radio 4 with BBC Local Radio. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o 3 April - For the first time, both airings of Any Questions are broadcast on Radio 
4. Previously, the station had only broadcast the Saturday repeat as the Friday 
night debut broadcast had been on BBC Radio 2. 
o 5 April - Your Hundred Best Tunes moves from BBC Radio 4 to BBC Radio 2. 
o 6 April- 
= The first edition of early evening news and current affairs programme PM. 
= The first Thought for the Day is broadcast, replacing Ten to Eight. 
= The first edition of Start the Week is broadcast with Richard Baker as 
presenter. 
o 10 April - The first broadcast of a new news and current affairs 
programme Analysis. 
o 5 October - The consumer affairs programme You and Yours debuts. 
e 1971 
o 4 November - Radio 4 (and Radio 2) begin broadcasting in stereo in South East 
England. Stereo was rolled out to the rest of the country over subsequent years. 
{2] 


e 1972 
o 2 April - First edition of the comedy panel game /'m Sorry I Haven't a Clue is 
aired. 


e 1973 


o 9 April - The first edition of Kaleidoscope is broadcast. 
o 29 June - Programmes For Schools are broadcast on all Radio 4 frequencies for 
the final time. From next term they are aired only on VHF/FM. 
o 2 July - Woman's Hour is transferred from BBC Radio 2 to BBC Radio 4"! 
o 23 December - l'm Sorry, I'll Read That Again airs its last episode. 
1974 
o Stop the Week is broadcast for the first time. 
1975 
o No events. 
1976 
o 4 January - First broadcast of the panel game Quote... Unquote. 
o 27 August - First broadcast of the sketch comedy show The Burkiss Way. 
o 30 September - First broadcast of The Food Programme. 
o First broadcast of Poetry Please. 
1977 
o 30 April - The first edition of Sport on Four is broadcast. 
o 2 May - BBC Radio 4 launches a new breakfast programme Up to the Hour. 
Consequently, The Today Programme is reduced from a continuous two-hour 
programme to two 25-minute slots. 
o 22 August - The BBC Radio comedy The Men from the Ministry airs its final 
episode after fifteen years on air. 
o October - The first edition of Money Box is broadcast. 
1978 
o 3 April - Permanent radio broadcasts of proceedings in the House of 
Commons begin.® Radio 4 marks the first day with an afternoon of live coverage. 
™ The station goes on to broadcast Prime Minister's Questions for the next year. 
o 3 July - Changes are made to the station's weekday breakfast schedule. After 
just over a year on air, Up to the Houris cancelled. Consequently, Today once 
again becomes a continuous two-hour programme. Also, a new weekday 
6 am News Briefing is introduced. 
o 23 November - 
= Radio 4's AM service moves from medium wave to 1500m (200 kHz) long 
wave as part of a plan to improve national AM reception, and to conform with 
the Geneva Frequency Plan of 1975. However long wave reception is not 
universal so in some parts of the UK where long wave reception is poor, filler 
transmitters on MW are used. 

= The shipping forecast transfers from BBC Radio 2 to BBC Radio 4 so that the 
forecast can continue to be broadcast on long wave. 

= The Radio 4 UK Theme is used for the first time to coincide with the network 
becoming a fully national service for the first time and to mark this the 
station is officially known as Radio 4 UK. 

o 22 December - Industrial action at the BBC by the ABS union, which started the 
previous day, extends to radio when the radio unions join their television 
counterparts by going on strike, forcing the BBC to merge its four national radio 
networks into one national radio station from 4.00pm and called it the BBC All 
Network Radio Service. The strike is settled shortly before 10.00pm on Friday 22 
December 1978, with the unions and BBC management reaching an agreement 
at the British government's industrial disputes arbitration service ACAS. 2201221 

1979 

o 1 April - The first edition of Feedback is broadcast.24 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o Summer - Due to the continued expansion of BBC Local Radio, regional opt-out 
programming ends, apart from in the south west as this is now the only part of 
England still without any BBC local station. 


e 1981 
o No events. 
e 1982 


o 1 October - After 32 years on air, Listen with Mother is broadcast for the final 
time. It is replaced by a shorter five minute lunchtime programme 
called Listening Corner which is transmitted on FM only whilst long wave 
listeners receive the lunchtime shipping forecast. 

o 31 December - The last regional opt-out programming ends when the final 
edition of Morning Sou'West is broadcast ahead of the forthcoming launch 
of BBC Radio Devon and BBC Radio Cornwall. 


e 1983 
o No events. 
e 1984 


o 5 April - Radio 4 begins what is described in the Radio Times as "a new three- 
hour sequence - a six-month broadcast experiment in which you are invited to 
participate." The programme is called Rollercoaster and is presented by Richard 
Baker.” The "Grand Finale of Radio 4's rollicking rolling experiment" takes place 
on 27 September “! and was not repeated. 
o 27 July - David Jacobs chairs Any Questions? for the final time. 
14 September - John Timpson chairs Any Questions? for the first time. 
o 29 September- 
= Radio 4 starts broadcasting 30 minutes earlier at the weekend when it 
launches a 20-minute Prelude, described as “a musical start to your weekend 
listening”.“2 Consequently, the station is now on air every day from just 
before 6 am until 12:30 am. 

= The Radio 4 UK branding is dropped and the station is now officially simply 
known as Radio 4. 


(e) 


e 1985 

o 28 June - The final weeknight Study on 4 broadcast takes place. 

o 29 June - Study on 4 is renamed Options and from this date all of BBC Radio's 
adult educational programming is now broadcast on weekend afternoons.24 The 
programmes continue to be broadcast only on VHF/FM. 

e 1986 

o 5 January - Michael Parkinson takes over as host of Desert Island Discs following 
the death last year of Roy Plomley.22 

(0) a December - John Timpson presents The Today programme for the final time. 


o 28 December - Apna Hi Ghar Samajhiye (Make Yourself at Home) is broadcast 
for the final time. The programme, aimed at the Asian community, had been 
broadcast on Radio 4 and the BBC Home Service every Sunday morning since 
1965. 

e 1987 


o 3 January - The Today programme is extended to six days a week when it 
launches a Saturday edition and John Humphrys joins the programme's 
presenting team as John Timpson's replacement. 

o 17 July - John Timpson chairs Any Questions? for the final time. 

o 4 September - Jonathan Dimbleby chairs Any Questions? for the first time. 

o 27 October - BBC Radio 4 launches a new twice-weekly soap opera 
called Citizens. 

e 1988 

o 1 April- Sue Lawley replaces Michael Parkinson as host of Desert Island Discs. 
e 1989 

o 26 May - Radio 4 airs the 10,000th episode of The Archers.24 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 

o 23 June - Ahead of the transfer of all of BBC radio's educational programmes to 
the forthcoming BBC Radio 5, the last edition of Options, the BBC's weekend 
afternoon strand of adult educational programmes which had been transmitted 
as an opt-out from the main schedule on FM, is broadcast.2! 

o 29 June - Programmes For Schools are broadcast on Radio 4 for the final time. 

20 August - The Moral Maze is broadcast for the first time. 

o 24 August - Listening Corner, the weekday lunchtime programme for small 
children, is broadcast for the final time. 

o 26 August - Open University programmes are broadcast on Radio 4 FM for the 
final time. They will return to Radio 4 in 1994 but will be broadcast only on long 
wave. 

o 27 August - BBC Radio 5 goes on air meaning that from this day, for the first 
time the full Radio 4 schedule is broadcast on FM. 

e 1991 

o 17 January-2 March - Radio 4 News FM, the first rolling BBC radio news service is 
on air during the first Gulf War. It broadcasts on the station's FM frequencies, 
with the regular scheduled service continuing on long wave.'31241 

o 25 july - The final episode of soap opera Citizens is broadcast. 

o 16 September - 
= The main BBC Radio 4 service moves from long wave to FM as FM coverage 

has now been extended to cover almost all of the UK - Radio 4 didn't become 
available on FM in much of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland until the 
start of the 1990s. Opt-outs are transferred to long wave, including The Daily 
Service which from this day is broadcast only on long wave. 
= Woman's Hour moves from early afternoons to a mid-morning slot. 25126 
e 1992 

o late March-7 April - For the first time Radio 4 on long wave opts out of the main 
Radio 4 schedule. It does so to provide additional coverage of the latest 
developments in the general election campaign. Before now, additional news 
coverage would have been broadcast on FM. 

o 25 July - BBC Radio 4 stops the week for the final time, after having done so 
since 1974. 

e 1993 

o Following the success of Radio 4 News FM in 1991, and of a similar service on 

Long Wave during the 1992 UK general election, the BBC considers launching a 


(e) 


rolling news service on Radio 4’s long wave frequency. The plan is widely 
opposed by listeners and the proposals are dropped. A new news and sport 
service BBC Radio 5 Live launches the following year. 
o 18 December - BBC 2 broadcasts the Arena special "Radio Night", an ambitious 
simulcast with BBC Radio 4.24 
1994 
o 21 February - A new weekday afternoon magazine show starts, called Anderson 
Country. The programme proves divisive amongst the station’s listenership and 
was replaced after a year by The Afternoon Shift. 
o 24 March - The Financial World Tonight is broadcast on Radio 4 for the final time, 
ahead of its move to the new news and sport station BBC Radio 5 Live. 
o 8 April- Test Match Special is transferred from BBC Radio 3 and BBC Radio 
5 to BBC Radio 4’s long wave frequency. 
o April - 
= Adult education and Open University programmes return to Radio 4 following 
the closure of BBC Radio 5. They are broadcast on long wave only as a two- 
hour block on Sunday evenings. Open University programmes are broadcast 
between February and September with language courses aired from October 
until January. 
= Children’s programmes also return to Radio 4. However, instead of daily 
programmes, just one weekly 30-minute programme is broadcast. 


1995 

o 27 September - Radio 4 begins to broadcast digitally following the 
commencement by the BBC of regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, initially only 
from the Crystal Palace transmitting station.2® 

1996 

o James Boyle is appointed station controller. 

1997 

o 31 August - Regular programming on the BBC’s radio and television stations is 
abandoned to provide ongoing news coverage of the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. Radio 4 airs a special programme from BBC Radio News, which is also 
carried on BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 3 and BBC Radio 5 Live.2% Radio 4 broadcasts 
live coverage of the funeral six days later. 

o September - In the aftermath of Princess Diana's death, the PM programme 
drops its theme tune which had been in use since 1993. This had been the third 
time that the programme had used theme music and has not subsequently had a 
theme tune. 

1998 

o 6 April - Extensive schedule changes take place. Many long standing 
programmes are axed as part of the shake-up, including Breakaway, Week 
Ending and Sport on Four, and arts programme Kaleidoscope is replaced by a 
new programme Front Row with Mark Lawson as presenter. Also, the station 
goes on air 30 minutes earlier each day - 5:30 am instead of 6 am - and the 
weekday editions of The Today programme are extended by 30 minutes to three 


hours.2% 
o 12 April - A Sunday episode of The Archers is introduced. 
1999 


o September - Open University broadcasts cease. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o March - Helen Boaden is appointed as controller. 
o 26 December - Radio 4 clears its Boxing Day schedule in order to broadcast an 
eight-hour reading of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, read by Stephen 


Fry.24 
e 2001 
o No events. 
e 2002 


o 15 December - Radio 4 gets a digital spin-off station, BBC7. The station 
broadcasts content from BBC Radio’s spoken word archive, repeating 
programmes previously broadcast on Radio 4, as well as airing daily 
programmes for children. 


e 2003 
o No events. 
e 2004 


o 20 February - BBC Radio 4 airs the final Letter from America. The weekly 15- 
minute programme ran for 2,869 shows from 24 March 1946, making it the 
longest-running speech radio programme in history. 

o 20 September - Mark Damazer replaces Helen Boaden as Controller. 

e 2005 
o No events. 
e 2006 

o 23 April - The Radio 4 UK Theme is used for the last time, amid controversy over 
its axing by Radio 4 controller Mark Damazer. The decision to axe the Theme, 
which had been used since 1978, to make way for a 'pacy news briefing’, led to 
widespread coverage in the media and even debate in Parliament. 

o 24 June - The final edition of Home Truths is broadcast. 

o 27 August - Sue Lawley presents her final edition of BBC Radio 4's Desert Island 
Discs after eighteen years. Her last castaway is the actress Joan Plowright.&! 

o 16 September - Saturday Live begins. 


e 2007 
o No events. 
e 2008 


o 4 October - BBC7 is renamed BBC Radio 7 in an effort to bring it in line with 
other BBC Radio brands.2! 

o 14 October - You and Yours undergoes a significant change of format, with two 
presenters being replaced by one. The breadth of topics covered is extended to 
global problems as well as those closer to home. 

e 2009 

o 24 May - Children's magazine show Go4lt is broadcast for the final time.24 The 
reason given is that it does not attract enough young listeners and that less than 
1 in 20 of the show's audience is aged between 4 and 14, with the average age 
of the listeners being between 52 and 55. Consequently, there are now no 
children's programmes on BBC analogue radio. 


2010s[edit] 


e 2010 

o 17 February - It is announced that the newspaper review show What the Papers 
Say, which was on television for many years, will be revived on BBC Radio 4, 
airing for 12 episodes in the run up to the 2010 general election and then 
returning on a permanent basis if it proves to be popular.22 

o September - Gwyneth Williams replaces Mark Damazer as station Controller. 

o 24 December - A Christmas message by Pope Benedict XVI is broadcast by BBC 
Radio 4's Thought for the Day programme, the first time the Pontiff has 
addressed a Christmas message to one of the countries he has visited during the 
year, 28 

e 2011 

o 2 April - BBC7 is rebranded as BBC Radio 4 Extra. 

o 7 November - The World at One is extended from 30 to 45 minutes. 
e 2012 

o 5 May - BBC Breakfast presenter Sian Williams joins Radio 4's Saturday 
Live magazine programme to co-host alongside Rev. Richard Coles. The 
programme is also extended from 60 to 90 minutes.24 

o 31 May - Radio 4 announces a five-and-a-half-hour celebration of James 
Joyce's Ulysses on this coming Bloomsday (16 June), claiming it as the novel's 
first full-length dramatisation in Britain.2® 

o 5 September - It is announced that continuity announcers Charlotte 
Green and Harriet Cass are to take voluntary redundancy as the BBC cuts the 
announcing team for the station from twelve to ten.2%4%4 Both had been with 
Radio 4 since the 1970s. Charlotte leaves in January 2013, with Harriet 
departing two months later. 

e 2013 
o 16 July - Mishal Husain joins the presenting team of The Today programme. 
e 2014 

o 31 January - It is announced that Archers spin-off Ambridge Extra, which has 
been on air since 2011, is to be "rested". “4 

o 5 March - It is announced that Mark Lawson will step down as presenter of Radio 
4's Front Row after 16 years as its host. 

e 2015 

o 1 January - BBC Radio 4 airs a 10-hour adaptation of Tolstoy's War and 
Peace written by Timberlake Wertenbaker.“# 

o 28 April - Sandi Toksvig announces she is to step down as presenter of Radio 
4's The News Quiz after nine years.4“4 

o 21 May - Figures released by RAJAR indicate that BBC Radio 4 Extra has 
overtaken BBC 6 Music as the most listened digital only radio station, with 2.17 
million tuning in weekly to BBC Radio 4 Extra compared to 2.06 million for BBC 6 
Music. 2 

o Autumn - Ahead of the departure of James Naughtie from The Today 
programme,“ Nick Robinson joins the presenting team.&2 

o 8 October - Radio 4 marks National Poetry Day with a series of poems telling the 
story of Britain. We British: An Epic In Poetry runs throughout the day and 
sees Andrew Marr, Dominic West and Fiona Shaw reading works by names such 
as Walter Raleigh, William Shakespeare, Geoffrey Chaucer and William 
Wordsworth.&4 


o 16 December - After 21 years, James Naughtie presents the Today programme 
for the final time.22421 
e 2016 
o No events. 
e 2017 

o 30 January - London Evening Standard editor Sarah Sands is appointed editor of 
Radio 4's Today programme, replacing Jamie Angus; She becomes the second 
woman to take the role after Jenny Abramsky was appointed to the position in 
1986.53 

o 29 March - BBC Radio 4 broadcasts the magazine programme Midweek, 
presented by Libby Purves, for the last time after 30 years. 

o 10 April - Controller Gwyneth Williams announces that the arts 
programme Saturday Review will be axed in the autumn as part of cost-cutting 
measures; instead Front Row will get a Saturday highlights edition. 

o 27 july - The BBC reverses its decision to axe Saturday Review. 

o 27 December - Prince Harry guest edits the Today programme, on which is 
included guest interviews with former US President Barack Obama and Prince 
Charles." 

e 2018 

o April- Martha Kearney and Sarah Montague swap roles with Sarah leaving the 
Today programme after 17 years and Martha leaving The World at One after 11 
years. 54 

o 8 August - Eddie Mair presents PM for the final time.“#=2 He had presented the 
programme for the past 20 years. 

e 2019 

o 28 June - Jonathan Dimbleby steps down as chair of Any Questions?, having 
presented the programme for nearly 32 years. 

o 5 July - Kirsty Young announces she is stepping down as presenter of Radio 
4's Desert Island Discs. Lauren Laverne is announced as cover presenter for the 
foreseeable future.) 

o August - Mohit Bakaya replaces Gwyneth Williams as station controller. 

o 19 September - John Humphrys presents his final edition of Radio 
4's Today programme after 32 years on the programme. 

o 18 October - BBC political correspondent Chris Mason takes over as presenter 
of Any Questions? 
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This is a list of current and former programmes broadcast on BBC Radio 4. 


When it came into existence - on 30 September 1967 - Radio 4 inherited a great many 
continuing programme series which had been initiated prior to that date by its 
predecessor, the BBC Home Service (1939-1967), and in some cases even by stations 


which had preceded the Home Service. Such inherited programmes are included in the 
list. 


The years indicated in brackets after programme titles refer to the dates, where known, 
of each programme's first, subsequent, and final broadcasts - and, in cases where Radio 
4 programmes began their run on stations other than the Home Service, the names of 
those originating stations are also shown. 


Note that many of Radio 4's past comedy and drama productions have been, and 
continue to be repeatedly rerun on Radio 4, as well as on the digital radio channel BBC 
Radio 4 Extra (previously BBC Radio 7). 


News and current affairs[edit] 


e The Africans (2007) 

e Americana (2009-11) 

e = Analysis (1970-) 

e Any Answers? (1955-) 

e Any Questions? (1948-) 

e Asian Diasporas (2007-) 

e The Bottom Line (2006-) 

e Broadcasting House (1998-) 

e Checkpoint (1973-84) (became Face The Facts) 
e The Commission 

e The Copysnatchers 

e Crossing Continents (2002-) 

e Does He Take Sugar? (1977-98) 
e Face the Facts (1984-) 

e Farming Today 

e Farming Today This Week 

e File on 4 (1975-) 

e From Our Own Correspondent (1955-) 
e = /n Business (1975-) 

e In Search of the British Work Ethic (2010) 
e In Touch (1961-) 

e Inside Money 

e iPM (2007-) 

e = Law in Action 

e Letter from America (1946-2004) 
e Midnight News 

e Money Box (1977-) 

e More or Less 

e Nice Work (2002-5) 

e The Pariah Profession 

e PM (1970-) 

e A Point of View (2007-) 

e The Politics of Hunger 

e Profile 


e Seven Days 

e Six O'clock News 

e Sport on Four (1977-98) 

e Straw Poll 

e Straw Poll Talk Back 

e Taking Issue 

e Taking a Stand 

e Talking Politics 

e Today (1957-) 

e Today in Parliament (1945-) 
e United Nations or Not? 

e Week in Westminster 

e The Westminster Hour 

e = With Us or Against Us 

e The World at One (1965-) 

e The World This Weekend 

e The World Tonight (1970-) 

e Yesterday in Parliament (1947 Light Programme; 1957-) 


Drama[edit] 


e A Touch of Mistletoe, 1930s-set sentimental drama 
e The Afternoon Play 

e The Archers (1950-), farming soap opera 

e Cashcows (2005) 

e The Classic Serial 

e DrFinlay's Casebook 

e The Friday Play 

e Saturday Night Theatre (1943-96) 

e St. Berks 

e Talk to Sleep, 4-part comedy-drama by John Dryden 
e Woman's Hour Drama 

e Neverwhere 


e Tumanbay 
Arts [edit] 


e The Afternoon Reading 
e Back Row 

e Book at Bedtime (1949-57 Light Programme; 1962-) 
e Book ofthe Week 

e Bookclub 

e The Film Programme 

e Front Row 

e A Good Read 

e Kaleidoscope (1973-98) 
e Loose Ends (1985-) 

e The Heard 


Open Book 

Poetry Please 

Radio Lives, (1990-96) profiles of radio personalities 
Radio Roots, profiles of radio personalities 

The Saturday Play 

Saturday Review 


White Nights 
With Great Pleasure 


Quizzes[edit] 


Counterpoint (1986-) 

Brain of Britain 

Masterteam, general knowledge quiz (2001-2006) 
Round Britain Quiz 

Wildbrain, natural history quiz (1997-2002) 

X Marks the Spot (1998-2006) 


Comedy[edit] 
Panel games[edit] 


Armando lannucci's Charm Offensive (2005-08), satirical quiz 

Does the Team Think? (1957-67 Light Programme; 1968, 1970-73 Radio 2; 1970- 
71, 1974-76 Radio 4; 2007-09 Radio 2), parody of Any Questions? 

Foul Play, writers are asked to solve a murder, hosted by Simon Brett! 

Heresy (2003-), the presenter and a panel of guests commit "heresy" by challenging 
people's most deeply held opinions on a subject 

| Guess That's Why They Call It The News (2009), satirical news-based quiz 

I'm Sorry | Haven't a Clue (1972-), nonsensical word and musical games played by 
comedians 

Inspiration, quiz about inventions presented by Chris Stuart 

It's Your Round (2011), game in which each contestant suggests a game to play for 
one round 

Just a Minute (1967-), parlour game involving speaking without hesitation, deviation, 
or repetition 

King Stupid, earlier version of panel game The 99p Challenge 

Many a Slip (1964-79), contestants must spot mistakes in texts and music 

The Motion Show 

My Music (1967-93), musical games 

My Word! (1956-90), word games played by comedians and journalists 

The News Quiz (1977-), satirical quiz on week's news 

The 99p Challenge (1998-2004), silly games and tasks 

The Personality Test (2006-07), a guest host asks questions about his or herself 
Petticoat Line(1965-1976), all female quiz 

Puzzle Panel (1998-2005), puzzles 

Quote... Unquote (1976-), quiz about quotations 


e So Wrong It's Right (2010-12), Charlie Brooker asks his guests to invent or nominate 
really awful things 

e The Unbelievable Truth (2006-), game in which contestants deliver a mostly untrue 
speech and panelists must identify true statements 

e We've Been Here Before, historically-oriented panel show with Clive Anderson 

e Whispers (2003-05), quiz about celebrity rumours and gossip 

e Who Goes There, biographical quiz 

e Whose Line is it Anyway? (1988), improvisational comedy game 

e The Write Stuff (1998-), questions about literature and writing parodies of a specific 
author 


Sitcoms[edit] 


e Absolute Power (2000-4), public relations company satire 

e Acropolis Now (2000-2), the fictional adventures of historical figures in ancient 
Greece 

e After Henry (1985-9), about three generations of women living together following a 
bereavement 

e Alison and Maud (2002-4), sitcom about sisters running a bed and breakfast 

e All Gas and Gaiters (1966-71), church farce starring Derek Nimmo 

e All the Young Dudes (2001-2), comedy-drama written by and starring Jim Sweeney 

e As Time Goes By (1997-9), radio adaptation of BBC TV sitcom (1992-2005) about a 
rekindled romance 

e At Home with the Snails (2001-2), somewhat surreal family sitcom about the 
dysfunctional family of a man who is obsessed with snails. 

e The Attractive Young Rabbi (1999-2002), gentle comedy about the clash of attitudes 
between a young female Reform Rabbi and an older, more traditional male Orthodox 
Rabbi 

e =©Ballylenon (1994-9 and 2009-10), sitcom set in a 1950s County Donegal village. 

e The Big Business Lark (1969), sitcom set in the boardroom of a national plastics 
business. 

e The Big Town All Stars (1998-2001), sitcom about an up-and-coming acapella group. 

e The Bigger Issues (2002-3), set in world of fringe theatre 

e Brian Gulliver's Travels (2011-12), a satirical modern pastiche of Gulliver's Travels 

e The Brothers (2004-7), sitcom about two brothers who give up their careers to 
design websites. 

e Brothers in Law (1970-2), legal comedy with Richard Briers, based on the TV series 

e The Cabaret of Dr Caligari, macabre comedy 

e Cabin Pressure, comedy about a very small airline with one plane 

e The Castle 

e Chambers, legal sitcom, later moving to TV 

e Clare in the Community, about a social worker 

e Count Arthur Strong, adventures of elderly comedian prone to malapropism 

e Dad's Army (1973-5), about the Home Guard during World War Il 

e Delve Special, investigative journalism parody 

e The Department, satirical comedy about a mysterious organisation 

e Do Nothing till You Hear from Me, about a trumpet player 

e Double Income, No Kids Yet, about a childless couple surrounded by families 

e Double Science, about school science teachers 


Ed Reardon's Week, a struggling and aging writer 

Elephants to Catch Eels, historical sitcom about Cornish smugglers 

ElvenQuest, fantasy parody 

The Embassy Lark, diplomatic comedy 

Fags, Mags and Bags (2007-), set in a newsagent/general store 

The Fall Of The Mausoleum Club (1988), macabre comedy starring Jim Broadbent 
Fallen Arches (1988-9) 

Four Joneses and a Jenkins, family comedy-drama set in rural Wales 

Flying the Flag (1987-92), Cold War diplomatic satire 

Flywheel, Shyster and Flywheel (on Radio 4 1990-2, originally made for NBC Blue 
Network), law firm satire featuring the Marx Brothers 

Giles Wemmbley Hogg Goes Off, adventures of a posh idiot traveling the world 
Hinge and Bracket, comedy from female impersonators: 

o At Home with Hinge and Bracket 

o The Enchanting World of Hinge and Bracket 

o The Random Jottings of Hinge and Bracket 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy (1978, 1980, 2004-5), science fiction comedy 
by Douglas Adams 

Hordes of the Things, parody of Lord of the Rings 

The House of the Spirit Levels, parody of business and northern family sagas 

Hut 33 (2007-9), set among code-breakers at Bletchley Park 

I Think I've Got a Problem, musical comedy with Bob Monkhouse and Suggs 

In the..., black comedies based on Mark Tavener's writing 

o Inthe Red 

o Inthe Balance 

o Inthe Chair 

o Inthe End 

King Street Junior, junior school 

Knowing Me, Knowing You (1992-3), parody with Steve Coogan's presenter 
character 

Ladies of Letters, sitcom with Patricia Routledge and Prunella Scales playing elderly 
correspondents 

Legal, Decent, Honest and Truthful, advertising satire starring Martin Jarvis 

Lenin of the Rovers 

Linda Smith's A Brief History of Timewasting 

The Little Big Woman Show, sitcom about a wannabe singer working as a temp“! 
Little Blighty on the Down (1988-92), satirical village comedy 

A Little Night Exposure (1978) 

Living with the Enemy, former left-wing comedian and right-wing politician forced 
into house-share 

The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul, Douglas Adams adaptation 

Man of Soup, sitcom set in post-Soviet eastern Europe 

The Masterson Inheritance, improvised historical comedy parodying costume drama 
McKay the New (1989-91), sitcom 

The Men from the Ministry (1962-77), civil service 

Millport 

Milton Jones: 


o Another Case of Milton Jones 


o The House of Milton Jones 

o The Very World of Milton Jones 

Mr and Mrs Smith, marriage guidance sitcom by British comedian Will Smith 
Mr Blue Sky show about an optimistic family man by Andrew Collins 

More Mr Mulliner, from PG Wodehouse's stories 

The Motorway Men (1972), sitcom about labourers building motorways 
Nebulous, post-apocalyptic 

The Next Programme Follows Almost Immediately, 1970s show set in a comedy 
factory starring David Jason 

The Nick Revell Show, absurdist sitcom about a writer and his talking geraniums 
Night Class, Johnny Vegas sitcom about a pottery teacher 

No Commitments, about three sisters 

Not Today, Thank You 

Old Dog and the Partridge, pub sitcom 

Old Harry's Game, Andy Hamilton comedy about Satan 

Our Brave Boys, set in British Ministry of Defence 

Parsley Sidings, set in a quiet railway station 

Party, about young people founding a new political party 

The Party Line, topical political sitcom by Steve Punt and Hugh Dennis 

The Quanderhorn Xperimentations (2018), a science fiction spoof by Rob 
Grant and Andrew Marshall 

The Rapid Eye Movement, sitcom about a writer with tiny actors living in his head 
Rent, house share comedy 

Revolting People, set US in run-up to American Revolutionary War 

Rigor Mortis, in hospital pathology department 

Ring Around the Bath, domestic sitcom 

Robin and Wendy's Wet Weekends 

Romantic Friction, sitcom about a romance writer 

Ronan the Amphibian (2003), about a financial adviser turned into an amphibian by 
aliens 

Rudy's Rare Records, set in a record store starring Lenny Henry!!! 

Scenes from Provincial Life, adaptation of William Cooper's novel 

Sean Lock: 

o Sean Lock, 15 Storeys High, sitcom 

o Sean Lock's 15 Minutes Of Misery, sitcom 

Seymour the Fractal Cat, science fiction 

Share and Share Alike, sitcom about a share-dealing club 

The Six Mothers-in-law of HenryVIII (2003), an unreliable history of Tudor times 
created and written by Barry Grossman 

The Shuttleworths, comedy about domestic life of character John Shuttleworth 
Smelling of Roses, Prunella Scales as an event manager 

Snap, divorce sitcom by Paul Mendelson 

The Sofa of Time, fantasy comedy 

Something or Other, dark comedy by Alex Bartlette and Grant Cathro 

Stanley Baxter and Friends, series of 4 sitcoms 

Stockport, so Good they Named it Once, comedy drama 

Think the Unthinkable (2001-5), about management consultants 

Three Men Went to Mow (2002-03), gardening sitcom 


Tim Merryman's Days of Clover (2003), business sitcom 

Time For Mrs Milliner, Jane Asher hat-making sitcom 

To the Manor Born 

Toad Squad, episode of Hopes and Desires re-broadcast as a one-off 

Truly, Madly, Bletchley, sitcom about public access radio 

Two Doors Down, Belfast-set sitcom 

Unnatural Acts, sitcom about a married couple 

Up the Garden Path, family comedy from Sue Limb's novel 

Tomorrow, Today!, science fiction parody 

Vongole, campus comedy with Bill Nighy®” 

Weak at the Top, business and management satire 

Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? (1975), adaptation of TV series about two 
working class men 

Creighton Wheeler, a Zelig-like figure in two series: 

o Wheeler's Fortune 

o Wheeler's Wonder 

A Whole ‘Nother Story, sitcom 

Wild Things, garden centre sitcom 

Winston in Love, Peter Tinniswood sitcom 

The Wordsmiths at Gorsemere, romantic poetry spoof by Sue Limb from her book#24 
World of Pub, pub sitcom 

Yes Minister, adaptation of satire about politician and civil service 

You'll Have Had Your Tea (2002-7), silly comedy using Barry Cryer and Graeme 
Garden's long-running characters 


Sketch showsS[edit] 


And Now in Colour, sketch show! 

Armstrong and Miller 

The Atkinson People, spoof profiles 

Auntie's Secret Box (1996) 

Beachcomber, by the Way, surreal comedy 
Bearded Ladies 

The Big Booth, sketch show with Boothby Graffoe and others 
The Burkiss Way 

The Cheese Shop 

Chewin' the Fat 

The Children's Hour, spoof children's show reports 
Cliché (1981) 

Concrete Cow (2002-3) 

The Consultants (2003-5) 

The Curried Goat Show, sketch show 

Dan and Nick: The Wildebeest Years 

Dead Ringers 

Dial M for Pizza 

Down the Line 

Five Squeezy Pieces, largely female sketch show 


Forty Nights in the Wildebeest sketch show, follow up to Dan and Nick: The 
Wildebeest Years 

Goodness Gracious Me 

The Grumbleweeds Radio Show (1979-88 Radio 2; ? -91) 

The Harpoon 

Harry Hill's Fruit Corner 

Hearing with Hegley, sketch show with poet John Hegley 

The Hudson and Pepperdine Show 

The In Crowd, sketch show from Manchester including Robin Ince 
In One Ear, sketch show 

Injury Time (1980-82), Oxbridge performers in revue sketches 
The Jason Explanation, sketch show with David Jason@4l51 

John Finnemore's Souvenir Programme (2011 to present) 

Laura Solon: Talking and Not Talking 

The League Against Tedium, Simon Munnery 

On the Town With the League of Gentlemen (1997) 

Lines From My Grandfather's Forehead (1971-2) 

Lionel Nimrod's Inexplicable World, parodic show exploring a different topic each 
week 

Listen Against, parodying British radio 

Listen to Les, Les Dawson 

Little Britain 

A Look Back at the Nineties, satirical sketches 

Marriott's Monologues, monologues by comic writer Marriott Edgar 
The Mel and Sue Thing 

The Michael Bentine Show 

The Boosh 

The Miles and Millner Show, music and sketches 

The Milligan Papers 

Milligna (or Your Favourite Spike), Spike Milligan sketch show 
The Million Pound Radio Show 

The Museum of Everything 

Naked Radio 

The Now Show (1998-) 

The Omar Khayyam Show, Spike Milligan comedy 

On the Hour (1991-2) 

The Pin, winner of 'Best Comedy' at 2016 BBC Radio Awards 
Radio Active (1980-7) 

Radio9 

The Reduced Shakespeare Radio Show, Shakespeare parody 
Round The Horne 

Saturday Night Fry (1988) 

Six Geese a Laying, Zoe Lyons 

The Six Mothers in Law of Henry VIII, parodic history documentary 
The Skivers, sketches 

The Small World of Dominic Holland, standup and sketches 

Son of Cliché (1983-4) 

Struck Off and Die, medical themed sketches and vox pops 


e The Sunday Format 

e A Swift Laugh, Griff Rhys Jones selects great comedy moments22 

e That Mitchell and Webb Sound 

e This Is Craig Brown, satirical sketches 

e Two Thousand Years of Radio, comedy with Claire Downes and Stuart Lane 
e Week Ending (1970-98) 


Individual comedy playS[edit] 


e The 15 Minute Musical (2004-) 
e Kenneth William's Playhouse (1975) 
e Trapped, series of comedy dramas about trapped people, by Mark and Daniel Maier 


Stand-up, cabaret, and variety[edit] 


e Boothby Graffoe In No Particular Order 

e The Cabaret Upstairs, introduced by Clive Anderson 

e Four at the Store, stand-up 

e Four in a Field, stand-up from Glastonbury Festival and Latitude Festival 

e The Frankie Howerd (Variety) Show 

e Henry Normal's Encyclopedia Poetica, spoof guide to poetry with readings from 
comic poets 

e Ken Dodd's Palace of Laughter, from his touring show 

e The Ken Dodd Show 

e King Cutler, Phyllis King and Ivor Cutler performing songs, poems, and stories 

e Mark Steel's in Town, performed in venues around (and outside) the UK 

e Ross Noble Goes Global (2002-4) 

e Ross Noble On... 

e A Set and a Song, comedy and music 

e Sounding Off with McGough, performances by poet Roger McGough 

e Stand Up 2 

e Stand Up America 

e Stand Up Great Britain 

e Stand Ups and Strumpets 


TalkS[edit] 


e Chris Addison: 
o The Ape That Got Lucky 
o Chris Addison's Civilisation (2006) 
e Fanshawe Gets to the Bottom of 
e Frank Muir Goes Into, comedian takes a humorous look at different topics24 
e Guy Browning's Small Talk, humorous life coaching advice 
e = Rainer Hersch: 
o All Classical Music Explained 
o Rainer Hersch's 20th Century Retrospective 
e Jeremy Hardy Speaks to the Nation 
e Life, Death and Sex with Mike and Sue 
e Mark Steel: 


o The Mark Steel Lectures (1999-2002) 

o The Mark Steel Revolution (1998) 

o The Mark Steel Solution (1992 Radio 5; 1994-96) 

Mark Watson Makes the World Substantially Better (2007) 
Mitch Benn's Crimes Against Music 

People Like Us (1995-7) 

The Problem with Adam Bloom with Adam Bloom 

Round Ireland with a Fridge, by Tony Hawks, later a film 
Where Did It All Go Wrong?, monologues from Simon Munnery 
Will Smith Presents the Tao of Bergerac 


Documentaries[edit] 


Absent Friends, documentary about off-screen comedy characters by Alan Stafford 
The Borscht Belt, documentary by David Prest 

Cartoons, Lampoons, and Buffoons (1998) 

Comedy Album Heroes, Greg Proops presents show about classic comedy albums#2! 
Double Trouble, documentary about famous comedy double acts 

Fred Housego's Unknowns, documentary about lesser-known comedians% 

How Tickled Am I, profiles of comedians and comic actors by Mark Radcliffe 
Palace of Laughter (2002-03), Geoffrey Wheeler visits old music halls 

Radio Anarchists, profile of American 1960s pranksters Coyle and Sharpe 

Radio Fun, series on comics presented by Bob Monkhouse 

Should We Be Laughing?, documentary about disability in comedy 

Six Characters in Search of an Answer, profiling well-known comedy characters 
There'll Never be Another, documentary on comedy with Graeme Garden 

Turns of the Century, comedy documentary 


Science, technology and medicine[edit] 


All in the Mind (2003-) 

Another Five Numbers 

Brief History of the End of Everything 
Britain's X-Files 

Case Notes 

A Cell for All Seasons 

Changing Places 

Check Up 

Climate Wars 

The Columbia Astronauts 

Connect 

Costing the Earth 

Dial a Scientist — (~1976) (see Brian J. Ford (scientist) )2% 
Emotional Rollercoaster 

Five Numbers 

Frontiers 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
Home Planet 


e The Infinite Monkey Cage 
e The Life Scientific 

e Land Lines 

e Leading Edge 

e Life as an Adult 

e Lifeasa Teenager 

e Life in Middle Age 

e Lifeblood 

e Living with Pain 

e Living World 

e Material World 

e Medicine Now 

e Mind Changers 

e The Mozart Effect 

e Nature 

e Nature's Magic 

e The New X-Files 

e One Man's Medicine 

e Patient Progress: Strokes 
e Rainforests of the Deep 

e Red Planet 

e Reith Lectures 

e Science Now (1974-1975+ (?)) (see Brian J. Ford)2 
e Scientists in a Shoebox 

e Seeds of Trouble 

e Small Dog on Mars 

e Stars in Their Eyes 

e Swan Migration 

e Tales of Cats and Comets 
e Think About It 

e A Twist to Life 

e Unearthing Mysteries 

e Walk Out to Winter 

e What Remains to Be Discovered? 
e Whatever you think 

e Where are you taking us? 
e Wild Europe 

e Wild Underground 

e World on the Move 

e Wrestling with Words 


Religion and ethics[edit] 


e Bells on Sunday 

e Beyond Belief 

e Bigots and Believers 
e The Choice 

e Church Going 


e The Daily Service (1925 Daventry 5XX; 1929 National Programme; 1939-) 
e Devout Sceptics 

e Four Noble Truths 

e A Higher Place (2002) 

e Inthe Footsteps of Moses 

e Lent Talks 

e The Long Search (1977) 

e Missionaries 

e The Moral Maze (1990-) 

e Prayer for the Day 

e The Real Patron Saints 

e Something Understood (1995-) 
e Sounding the Divine 

e Sunday 

e Sunday Worship 

e Ten to Eight (1965-70) 


e Thought for the Day (1970-) 
e Words from the Cross 


History[edit] 


e A History of the World in 100 Objects (2010-) 
e The Norman Way (2004) 

e Apprentice 

e Back to Beeching 

e The Child Migrants 

e City of the Sharp Nosed Fish 


e Creme de la Crime, documentary about famous crimes with Steve Punt and Hugh 
Dennis 

e The Dark Origins of Britain 

e The Decade of Self-doubt 

e Document 

e Falkland Families 

e For What It's Worth 

e Great Lives 

e Heroes and Villains 

e A History of Human Folly 

e In Our Time (1998-) 

e Lend Me Your Ears 

e The Long View 

e Making History 

e Mapping the Town 

e Memory Like Shells Bursting 

e Reconciling Histories 

e The Reunion 

e The Roman Way 

e The Routes of English 

e The Secret Museum 


e Soldier, Sailor 

e Spies R US: the history of the CIA 

e The Telemark Heroes 

e This Sceptred Isle (1995-) 

e The Three Voyages of Captain Cook 
e Tiger Tales 

e Voices of the Powerless 

e What If..? 

e Why Did We Do That? 


Factual([edit] 


e The Archive Hour 

e Between Ourselves 

e Breakaway (1979-98) 

e Cartoon Clichés 

e Chetham's School of Music 
e Community Caring 

e Cutting a Dash 


e A Dance through Time 
e Darcus and Dickens 


e Deep Blue 
e Desert Island Discs (1942-), long-running show in which a guest picks their favourite 
records 


e A Different World 

e Down Your Way 

e Excess Baggage 

e Feedback: Radio series 

e File on 4, documentary reports 

e The Food Programme 

e Four Corners 

e Four Thought 

e Herbs: Pure and Simple 

e Home This Afternoon (1964-70) 

e The House I Grew Up In 

e Gardeners' Question Time (1947-), long-running horticultural advice from a panel of 
experts 

e Go4it 

e Going Places 

e Great Lives 

e Home Truths (1998-2006) 

e InLiving Memory 

e =/n Our Time (2002-) 


e InTouch 
e An Indian in Bloomsbury 
e Is ilt On? 


e It's My Story: Physician, Heal Thyself 
e Last Word 


e The Learning Curve 

e Let's Pretend 

e The Message 

e Nothing to Do But Drink 

e On the Ropes 

e On Your Farm 

e Open Country 

e Painted Fabrics 

e Poisoned Angel: the Story of Alma Rosé 

e Public Records, Private Lives 

e Questions, Questions 

e Ramblings 

e Reel Histories 

e Subterranean Stories 

e Thinking Allowed 

e This Sceptred Isle (1995-1996, 1999, 2001, 2005-2006) 
e Traveller's Tree 

e Travels with my Anti-Semitism (1999), David Cohen 
e Veg Talk 

e Weekend Woman's Hour 

e Winnie the Pooh Lost and Found 

e Woman's Hour (1946 Light Programme; 1973-), magazine program aimed at women 
e Word of Mouth 

e A World in Your Ear 

e You and Yours (1970-) 


Conversations/[edit] 


e Chain Reaction, light-hearted interviews with each guest becoming the following 
week's host 

e Genius, members of the public present ideas to make the world better 

e In Conversation With, interviews, mainly with comedians 

e Loose Ends (1986-) 

e Midweek 

e Never the Same Again (1986-95) 

e Off The Page 

e Room 101, in which celebrities pick their most-hated things 

e Start the Week 

e Stop The Week (1974-1992 )2211231 

e That Reminds Me, reminiscences from celebrities 

e Where Are You Taking Us? (1973?)24-1974?25 (also see Brian J. Ford (presenter)) 


Miscellaneous[edit] 


e After Eden 

e After Happy Ever 

e Listen with Mother (1950 Light Programme; 1973-82) 
e Pick of the Week 


e Radio 4 Appeal 


e UK Theme (1973-2006) 
e Shipping Forecast (1925 Daventry 5XX; 1929-39 National Programme; 1945 Light 


Programme; 1967 Radio 2; 1978-) 


e Test Match Special (1956 Third Programme; 1967 Radio 3; 1994-) 
e Weather Forecast (1922 London 2LO; 1925 Daventry 5XX; 1929-39 National 
Programme; 1945-) 
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"Five Live" redirects here. For the BBC's digital radio station, see BBC Radio 5 Live 
Sports Extra. For other stations known as ‘Five Live’, see Five Live. 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


RADIO 
Civ 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 


Slogan "On digital and online, smartphone, and 
tablet, this is BBC 5 Live" 
"Live news. Live sport." 
"The World Cup Station" 
"The Olympic Station" 
"First for breaking news, and the best live 


sport" 


Frequency MW: 693 kHz, 909 kHz, 990 kHz and on 
selected BBC Local Radio stations’ 
frequencies overnight. 

DAB: 12B 

Freeview: 705 

Freesat: 705 

Sky (UK only): 0105 
Virgin Media: 905 

Virgin Media Ireland: 911 


First air 28 March 1994 
date 


Format News and sport 


Language(_ English 


s) 


Owner BBC 


Webcast Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 
Kbps MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UkK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 Live (also known as just 5 Live) is the BBC's national radio service that 
broadcasts mainly news, sport, discussion, interviews and phone-ins. It is the principal 
radio station covering sport in the United Kingdom, broadcasting virtually all major 
sports events staged in the UK or involving British competitors. 


Radio 5 Live was launched in March 1994 as a repositioning of the original Radio 5, 
which was launched on 27 August 1990." It is transmitted via analogue radio 

in AM on medium wave 693 and 909 kHz and digitally via digital radio, television and 
via an Internet stream. Due to rights restrictions, coverage of some events (in particular 
live sport) is not available online or is restricted to UK addresses. 


The station broadcasts from MediaCityUK in Salford in Greater Manchester” and is a 
department of the BBC North division. 


History[edit] 


OOGRADIO 


909 & 693 MW 


First logo used from launch until 1997, from the 5 Live website. 
Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio 5 Live 


The success of Radio 4 News FM during the first Gulf War (1991) led the BBC to propose 
the launch a rolling-news service. Initially the plan was to broadcast a rolling news 
service on BBC Radio 4's long wave frequency but this was met with considerable 
opposition, both internally and externally,=| so the BBC decided to close BBC Radio 

5 and replace the old service's educational and children's programmes with a new news 
service, whilst retaining the sports programmes. BBC Radio 5 Live began its 24-hour 
service at 5 am on Monday 28 March 1994. The first voice on air, Jane Garvey, later 
went on to co-present the breakfast and drive-time shows with Peter Allen. The 

Times described the launch as "slipp[ing] smoothly and confidently into a routine of 
informative banter" and The Scotsman as "professionalism at its slickest". 


The news of the first day was dominated by the fatal stabbing at Hall Garth 
School in Cleveland, the first of many major incidents which the network covered live as 
they unfolded. 


The tone of the channel, engaging and more relaxed than contemporary BBC output, 
was the key to the channel's success and set the model for other BBC News services 
later in the decade. The first audiences were some four million, with a record audience 
of six and a quarter million. Among the key editorial staff involved in the design of 
programme formats and recruitment of staff for the new station were Sara Nathan, later 
editor of Channel 4 News, and Tim Luckhurst, later editor of The Scotsman newspaper 
and currently Professor of Journalism at the University of Kent. 


gaga FIVE 


RADIO LIVE 


2000-2007 Five live logo 


In 2000, the station was rebranded with a new logo which would remain with the station 
for another seven years. In addition, on 2 February 2002 a companion station, BBC 
Radio 5 Live Sports Extra, was launched as a digital-only service to complement the 
range of sport and to avoid clashes; previously BBC Local Radio stations and the long- 
wave frequency of BBC Radio 4 were used.2 Throughout this period, Five Live gained 
several awards including five Sony Awards in 2005; the single gold award was for its 
coverage of the 2004 Asian tsunami in the News Story Award category alongside 
another four silver awards and six nominations. The station also began to further its 
boundaries with the publication of the Radio Five Live Sporting Yearbook. In August 


2007, BBC Radio 5 Live was given a new logo in line with the rest of the BBC Radio 
network, and a new background design featuring diagonal parallel lines. 


In 2008, the BBC announced that the station would move to MediaCityUK in Salford.“ 


In 2017/18, it was noted the station not only remained as having the fourth highest 
cost-per-user of all the BBC radio output, but whose costs also increased - rising from 
2.3p per hour the previous year to 2.5p per hour, therefore equal to 1Xtra. The audience 
Appreciation Index figure did not increase, remaining at 79.9; and the average length of 
time spent on the channel fell from 06:41 to 06:34 - the fourth lowest fall of all of the 
BBC's radio stations.“ 


Broadcast[edit] 


BBC Radio 5 Live broadcasts in AM on the medium wave frequencies 693 and 909 kHz 
nationally, with the frequency 990 kHz used in Cardigan Bay; these frequencies had 
been utilised by BBC Radio 5 and were used by BBC Radio 2 previously. Uniquely to 
the BBC Radio network, it is the only station that is neither purely digital (such 

as 1Xtra, Radio 4 Extra and 6 Music) nor broadcast in analogue FM. It is however 
broadcast in stereo on FM & DAB on BBC Local Radio overnight, usually from 1 am until 
BBC Local Radio commences morning broadcasts, usually from 5 am. BBC Radio 5 Live 
is also broadcast on BBC Radio Cymru in stereo from midnight until 5:30 am, on BBC 
Radio Scotland from 1 am until 6 am and on BBC Radio Ulster from midnight until 

6:30 am. In addition to the AM output, the station also broadcasts digitally in mono 

on DAB Digital Radio, and on television through satellite services such 

as Sky, cable services such as Virgin Media, DTT services such as Freeview, Freesat (on 
Channel 705) and through IPTV. The station also broadcasts programmes live through 
the BBC iPlayer Radio website, which allows replaying programmes up to a month after 
the original broadcast. The service is also available on the Radioplayer internet site 
partially run by the BBC. Before the launch of digital broadcasting, BBC Radio 5 Live had 
broadcast on analogue satellite with near-FM quality, ‘#e22edea 


For many years, the station operated from four floors within the News Centre at BBC 
Television Centre,“2! because of the close connections between the station and BBC 
News, and the co-location of BBC Sport. However, as part of the corporation's plan to 
sell off Television Centre, the decision was made in 2008 to move BBC Radio 5 Live to 
the new broadcast hub at MediaCityUK.““ The move itself began in September 2011 and 
took two months.” The new studios occupy a single floor in Quay House, with two 
studios large enough for several guests and a separate studio for large groups. The 
station continues to have a studio presence in London, with Studio 51A at BBC 
Broadcasting House in London used for programmes and interviews made in London for 
the station such as "Kermode and Mayo's Film Review".“4! 


List of programmes broadcast on 5 Live[edit] 


e Up All Night with Dotun Adebayo (Saturday - Monday mornings), Rhod 
Sharp (Tuesday - Thursday mornings) & a guest host (Friday mornings) 

e Morning Reports with the overnight newsreader 

e Wake Up to Money with Sean Farrington, Mickey Clarke and Louise Cooper 

e 5 live Breakfast with Nicky Campbell and Rachel Burden 

e Emma Barnett (Monday - Thursday) & Chiles on Friday (Friday) 

e Nihal Arthanayake (Monday - Thursday) 

e Friday Sports Panel with Eleanor Oldroyd 


e Kermode and Mayo's Film Review with Mark Kermode and Simon Mayo (Friday) 

e Elis James and John Robins (Friday) 

e 5 live Drive with Anna Foster and Tony Livesey 

e 5 live Sport with Mark Chapman (Monday, Wednesday and Saturday), Kelly 
Cates (Tuesday), Steve Crossman (Thursday and Sunday) and Darren 
Fletcher (Friday) 

e Sarah Brett (Monday - Wednesday), Question Time Extra Time with Adrian Chiles 
(Thursday) & Stephan Nolan (Friday - Sunday) 

e 5 live Boxing with Mike Costello and Steve Bunce (Saturday) 

e Weekend Breakfast with Chris Warburton and Eleanor Oldroyd (Saturday) or Sam 
Walker (Sunday) 

e Tailenders with Greg James, Jimmy Anderson and Felix White (Saturday) 

e Fighting Talk with Colin Murray (Saturday) 

e Sports Report with Mark Chapman (Saturday) 

e 606 with Alistair Bruce-Ball and Chris Sutton (Saturday) or Robbie Savage and a 
guest presenter (Sunday) 

e 5 live in Short with Chris Warburton (Sunday mornings) 

e 65 live Science with Chris Smith and the Naked Scientists team (Sunday) 

e Sportsweek with Garry Richardson (Sunday) 

e Pienaar's Politics (Sunday) 

e 5 live Investigates with Adrian Goldberg (Sunday) 

e The Squad with Nick Bright (Sunday) 

e Peter Allen and Caroline Barker (Sunday) 

e Robbie Savage’s Premier League Breakfast with Robbie Savage (Friday) 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Radio 5 Live at MediaCityUK 


BBC Radio 5 Live's remit includes broadcasting rolling news and transmitting news as it 
breaks. It offers news bulletins every half an hour, apart from during live sports 
commentaries. The BBC's policy for major breaking news events revolves around a 
priority list. With UK news, the correspondent first records a "generic minute" summary 
(for use by all stations and channels); the subsequent priority is to report on Radio 5 
Live, then the BBC News Channel, and then any other programmes that are on air. For 
foreign news, first a "generic minute" is recorded, then reports are to World 

Service radio, then the reporter talks to any other programmes that are on air, 42lizeeds uedatel 


BBC Radio 5 Live broadcasts an extremely wide range of sports and covers all the major 
sporting events, mostly under its flagship sports banner 5 Live Sport. Whilst football 


commentaries form the majority of live commentaries during the football season, the 
range of events covered by the station include: 


e Live Premier League, FA Cup and EFL Cup 

e FIFA World Cup 

e Olympic Games 

e All Home Nations International football matches 

e Champions League (with limitations for online broadcast) and UEFA Europa League 
e FIFA Club World Cup (if British side is involved) 

e Men's Golf Majors, including full coverage of The Open Championship and The Masters 
e Ryder Cup 

e England rugby union test matches 

e The Autumn Internationals and Six Nations Championship 

e Rugby World Cup 

e Full coverage of The Grand National and The Cheltenham Festival 

e Commentary of the Epsom Derby and Royal Ascot 

e Boxing 

e World Athletics Championships and Commonwealth Games 

e Full coverage of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships 

e London Marathon 

e The Boat Race (audio simulcast of BBC One TV in 2015) 


Controllers[edit] 


Years served Controller 


1997 - December ROJE MGE 
Roger Mosey 
1999 


2000 - December 


2007 Bob Shennan 


2008 - December | Adrian Van 
2012 Klaveren 


2013 - present Jonathan Wall 


5 Live Sports Extraledit] 
Main article: BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


As 5 Live cannot accommodate all of the sports which they have rights to broadcast, some are covered on sister : 


e Test Match Special commentary of all home England cricket tests, One Day Internationals and T20 Internationa 
e Cricket World Cup, ICC Champions Trophy, and Twenty20 World Cup 

e Selected County Championship, Royal London One-Day Cup and Vitality Blast games from BBC Local Radio 

e Selected Super League and Challenge Cup Rugby League games 

e All ‘Grand Slam' Tennis tournaments 

e Selected Premiership Rugby and European Rugby Champions Cup games from BBC Local Radio 

e Formula One 

e IIHF World Championships 

e Action from any other competition broadcast on 5 Live 


Sports Extra typically emphasizes full broadcasts of Premier League and Home Nations football, if games overlay 
choice match in such cases. 


Despite the fact that commercial stations (such as Sky Sports) have acquired the vast majority of sports televisio 
remains dominant in radio sport with BBC Radio 5 Live and its local radio stations. Its main commercial rival for 


When BBC 5 Live Sports Extra is on air on DAB, BBC Radio 4 DAB goes into mono as it has to hand over 48kbit/s 
from 128kbit/s Stereo to 80kbit/s mono. Radio 4's FM service is unaffected however and continues in stereo. 


AwardsS[edit] 


In January 2013, BBC Radio Five Live was nominated for the Responsible Media of the Year award at the British 
See also[edit] 


EIGEBBC portal 


Radio portal 


e List of BBC radio stations 
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Timeline of BBC Radio 5 Live 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


A timeline of notable events relating to BBC Radio 5 Live, and its predecessor BBC Radio 
5., 


Radio 5[edit] 
1990 


e The Conservative government of the time wants the BBC to end its longstanding 
practice of simulcasting its national services on both AM and FM frequencies. 

1 Consequently, the BBC decides to launch a fifth national network on the MW 
frequencies of BBC Radio 2. 

e 15 August - Ahead of the launch of BBC Radio 5, BBC Radio 2 begins to wind down 
its transmissions on MW by broadcasting a daytime information service providing 
advice about how to listen to Radio 2 on FM. The service includes trailers for the new 
station. 

e 27 August - BBC Radio 5 launches at 9am. The station is on air from 6am until just 
after midnight but only broadcasts its own live programming at peak times 
(breakfast plus weekday mid-mornings and drivetime) alongside sport on weekend 
afternoons and youth programme on weeknight evenings. The rest of its airtime is 
taken up with programming which had previously been broadcast as FM opt-outs on 
Radio 4 (schools, adult education and children's programmes), programmes from 
the World Service and simulcasts of the BBC’s other national stations. 

e 28 August - The first edition of the station's weekday breakfast programme Morning 
Edition is broadcast. It is presented by Sarah Ward and Jon Briggs. 


1991 


e 7 January - Sue McGarry and Julian Worricker replace Martin Kelner as presenters of 
drivetime show Five Aside. 

e 17 January - 2 March - Radio 4 News FM, the first rolling BBC radio news service is 
on air during the first Gulf War.2! The service is deemed to be so successful that 
bosses begin looking at ways to launch a full-time news radio station. 

e 2 September - Radio 5 launches a weekday lunchtime programme in conjunction 
with forces station BFBS. Called BFBS Worldwide, the programme continues to be 
broadcast until the demise of Radio 5 in 1994." 

e 5 October - Football phone-in 6-0-6 is broadcast for the first time. Danny Baker is 
the programme’s host. The launch of this programme is part of an expansion of 
Radio 5's programming. Consequently, the station no longer simulcasts the BBC's 


other radio stations although programming from the World Service continues to be 
broadcast, albeit less than before. 


1992 


e 17 February - Danny Baker replaces Sarah Ward and Jon Briggs as presenter of the 
weekday breakfast programme Morning Edition. ©! 

e 10-26 June - For the first time, the BBC provides full radio coverage of an 
international football tournament when it broadcasts live commentary of every 
game of Euro 92. 

e 25 July - 9 August - Radio 5 provides full live coverage of the 1992 Summer 
Olympics. Programmes run all day, from 6.30am until 10pm. This is the first time 
that BBC Radio has provided full live coverage of the Games. 

e 15 August - Mark Curry takes over the weekend breakfast show. The new 
programme is called Weekend Edition. He had previously presented the Saturday 
morning children's programme On Your Marks, which had recently been replaces 
with two separate programmes Get Set and Go!. 


1993 


e May - The broadcasting arrangements for Test Match Special for the 1993 cricket 
season see Radio 5 broadcasting the morning play with the afternoon session 
remaining on BBC Radio 3 although Radio 5 does provide extended, but not full, 
commentary during weekday editions of Sport on 5. 

e 25 October - John Inverdale joins to present a new sports drivetime show. It 
replaces Five Aside which had been on air since the station launched. 

e 1 November - Liz Kershaw presents the first edition of a new lunchtime show 
called The Crunch.” Consequently, BFBS Worldwide moves to the mid-afternoon 
slot. 

e November - Danny Baker presents Morning Edition for the final time. Michele 
Stevens takes over as presenter . 

e The BBC announces that Radio 5, criticised by Director-General of the BBC John 
Birt as "improvised and disjointed", will relaunch as a combined news and sport 
station after plans to launch a news only service on BBC Radio 4’s long wave 
frequency are dropped after widespread opposition. 


1994 
e 27 March - BBC Radio 5 signs off after three and a half years on air. 


Radio 5 Live[edit] 
1994 


e 28 March - Five hours after the closure of Radio 5, Jane Garvey launches BBC Radio 
5 Live. The new 24-hour station replaces the old service's educational and children's 
programmes with a new rolling news service, whilst retaining the sports 
programmes from the old Radio 5. Other launch presenters include Adrian 
Chiles, Peter Allen, Diana Madill, Eddie Mair, Sybil Ruscoe. John Inverdale, Liz 
Kershaw and Julian Worricker transfer from Radio 5 to the new station. 

e 29 March - The first edition of Up All Night is broadcast." 


1995 


e 27 September - The BBC begins regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, initially just from 
the Crystal Palace transmitting station. Radio 5 Live is one of the stations carried on 
the new service and this allows the station to be heard in a higher quality sound 
when compared to MW. 


1996 


e Eddie Mair leaves. 
1997 


e 3 May - Brian Hayes takes over as weekend breakfast presenter. 

e 6 May - Julian Worricker moves from weekend breakfast to replace John Inverdale as 
host of Nationwide. 

e October - Nicky Campbell joins the station to present the mid-morning show. 


1998 


e BBC Local Radio stations start carrying 5 Live when they are not on air. 
Consequently, the station is heard regularly on FM for the first time, albeit only 
during overnight hours. 

e 22 March - 5 Live's late night news bulletin News Extra and phone-in/talk show After 
Hours are broadcast for the final time. The next day a new three hour late show 
called Late Night Live launches and Up All Night is extended to become a four-hour 
show. 

e 28 March - Edwina Currie joins to present the weekend late evening show, 
called Late Night Currie.“ 

e 7 September - Peter Allen and Jane Garvey take over as presenters of 5 Live Drive, 
which replaces Nationwide as the station's teatime programme. They swap 
with Julian Worricker, who takes over the breakfast programme. Victoria 
Derbyshire joins him later in September as co-presenter. 


1999 


e 26 March - Sybil Ruscoe leaves. She is replaced on the weekday afternoon show 
by lan Payne. 
e 3 April - The first edition of a weekend world news programme Globalis broadcast." 
e 4 April - Radio 5 Live launches a new "Sunday Service of Sunday morning political 
news", hosted by Fi Glover. 


2000 


e July - Bob Shennan replaces Roger Mosey as Controller. 
e Kevin Greening joins. 


2001 


e 8 May - Simon Mayo joins the station to present the afternoon programme. mus 
e July - Aasmah Mir joins on a full-time basis having previously done news reading 
shifts as a freelance journalist. 


2002 


e 2 February - BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra launches. 


e 6 April- The Weekend News debuts. Initially presented by Matthew 
Bannister and Caroline Feraday, the new programme replaces world news 
programme Global. 

e 29 April- Wake Up to Money, which had previously been part of Morning Reports, 
becomes a programme in its own right and is extended from 15 to 30 minutes. 
Consequently, Morning Reports now broadcasts for 30 minutes. 


2003 


e 4 January - Richard Evans and Aasmah Mir take over as presenters of The Weekend 
News]. 

e 13 January - Nicky Campbell replaces Julian Worricker as co-host of the breakfast 
show"*! and Fi Glover replaces Nicky as mid-morning presenter. Julian takes ona 
revamped Sunday morning programme, which replaces the Sunday Service. 

Also, Matthew Bannister takes over the late show, replacing Fi Glover. 

e July - Julian Worricker takes over the mid-morning show from Fi Glover. 

e 10 August - Edwina Currie presents her weekend programme Late Night Currie for 
the final time. 

e October - The first series of Fighting Talk is broadcast. 


2004 


e August - Victoria Derbyshire takes over the mid-morning show.” 
2005 


e 16 July - Stephen Nolan joins to present the weekend late evening phone-in show. 
e 8-12 September - 5 Live devotes its daytime schedule to broadcast extensive live 
coverage of the deciding Ashes cricket match."*! Normally, the station provides 

reports into its regular programmes. 


2006 


e Sporton5is renamed 5 live Sport. 
e 22 April - Lesley Ashmall and John Pienaar replace Aasmah Mir as presenters of The 
Weekend News with Aasmah taking over presenting duties on The Midday News. 


2007 


e 29 July - Long running obituary programme Brief Lives is broadcast for the final 
time 

e September - Jane Garvey leaves to become the new presenter of ‘’Woman’s Hour” 
on BBC Radio 4. 

e November - Richard Bacon returns to the station to present the late evening show. 


2008 


e April- Adrian Van Klaveren replaces Bob Shennan as Controller. 
2009 


e 9 January - The Midday News is broadcast for the final time. 


12 January - Nicky Campbell takes over the morning phone-in following its 
incorporation into an extended breakfast show. The mid-morning show is pushed 
back an hour, running from 10am until 1 pm.2 

January - Comedy talk show 7 Day Sunday is broadcast for the first time. 

5 September - Danny Baker begins presenting a new Saturday morning sports- 
based chat show.” He had rejoined the station a year earlier to become one of the 
presenters of 6-0-6,'?! 

18 December - Simon Mayo presents the weekday afternoon show for the final time. 
However he continues to present the weekly Friday afternoon show Kermode and 
Mayo's Film Review. 


2010 


11 January - Tony Livesey joins to present the late evening show, replacing Richard 
Bacon who takes over the afternoon programme and Gabby Logan launches a new 
lunchtime show.?3! 

5 September - Long running evening news programme The Weekend News ends 
and is replaced by hour-long programmes, including 5 Live Investigates presented 
by Adrian Goldberg, Pienaar's Politics presented by John Pienaar and a new business 
show On the Money presented by Declan Curry.!4! 


2011 


April - Shelagh Fogarty replaces Gabby Logan as host of the lunchtime show. 

Also, Anna Foster replaces Rachel Burden as host of the weekend breakfast show - 
Rachel moves to become co-host of the weekday breakfast show from 3 May, 
replacing Shelagh Fogerty." 

Autumn - The station moves to MediaCity UK in Salford.’ 

25 October - The BBC announces that, from next season, it will axe the second 
commentator for football matches as a cost-cutting measure.”7) 


2012 


27 July-12 August - 5 Live operates a temporary station - 5 Live Olympics Extra - to 
provide additional coverage of the 2012 Summer Olympics. 

August - The Non-League Football Show launches as a national programme, 
presented by Caroline Barker.*! It had previously been broadcast on BBC Radio 
London since 2006. 

9 November - Aasmah Mir leaves. She is replaced on 5 Live Drive by Anna Foster. 


2013 


19 February - Jonathan Wall replaces Adrian Van Klaveren as Controller.2%! 

April - Tony Livesey becomes the weekend breakfast show host. 

13 May - Phil Williams takes over the weekday late evening show. 

16 May - Debut of Question Time Extra Time on BBC Radio 5 Live. The programme, 
including an audio broadcast of the evening's edition of BBC One's Question Time, is 
presented by Stephen Nolan and John Pienaar, who take a look at the topics raised 
by Question Time.® 

28 September - Charlotte Green reads the classified football results for the first 
time." She replaces James Alexander Gordon who retired in July who had read the 
results since 1974.2! 


2014 


e Wake Up to Money is extended from 30 minutes to 45 minutes. 
Consequently, Morning Reports is shortened from 30 minutes to 15 minutes. 

e May - 5 Live Science, produced and presented by The Naked Scientists, debuts as a 
podcast and a weekend early morning programme. 

e 1 July - BBC Radio 5 Live announces the departure of Richard Bacon, Victoria 
Derbyshire and Shelagh Fogarty, who will leave when the station's schedule is 
overhauled in the autumn." 

e 6 October - The schedule changes are rolled out. Adrian Chiles and Peter Allen take 
on the mid morning show, called 5 Live Daily, Dan Walker and Sarah 
Brett launch Afternoon Edition and Tony Livesey and Anna Foster become hosts of 
Drive.® The news schedule also sees the first sitting of The Friday Sports Panel. 

e November - Emma Barnett, women's editor of The Daily Telegraph joins." She 
presents a new Sunday evening programme called Hit List, a countdown of the 40 
highest profile online news stories of the week.'* 


2015 


e 1 October - Plans to expand sister station Sports Extra are dropped for a second 
time over concerns over the impact it would have on commercial rivals such 
as TalkSPORT."! 


2016 


e August- The Non-League Football Show ends when the BBC decides not to 
commission any more shows."#! 

e September - Peter Allen and Jane Garvey are re-united to host a new Sunday 
evening show, Emma Barnett becomes the Wednesday to Friday host of 5 Live 
Daily and Nihal Arthanayake replaces Dan Walker as co-host of Afternoon Edition." 


2017 


e 19 June - Launch of Brexitcast, a BBC podcast looking at Brexit-related issues. It is 
also aired by BBC Radio 5 Live. 4%4u 


2018 


e January - Changes to the weekday mid-morning show take place. The Five Live 
Daily name is dropped. The Monday to Thursday editions are renamed The Emma 
Barnett Show to co-inside with Emma Barnett taking over the programme 
and Adrian Chiles hosts the Friday show which is called Chiles on Friday. 


2019 


e 21 January - On what would have been presenter Rachel Bland's 41st birthday, BBC 
Radio 5 Live launches the Rachel Bland New Podcasting Award, designed to 
encourage new broadcasting talent.“ 

e 9 May - Danny Baker is dismissed from his presenting role at BBC Radio 5 Live after 
he appeared to mock the racial heritage of the Duchess of Sussex by sharing on 
social media an image of a couple holding hands with a chimpanzee dressed in 
clothes with the caption: "Royal Baby leaves hospital". The BBC describes the 
incident as a "Serious error of judgement".'?! He is replaced by Geoff Lloyd. 


e 31 May - Anew Friday afternoon entertainment show launches, presented by Elis 
James and John Robins. Consequently, the Friday edition of 5 Live Drive is reduced in 
length, starting an hour later, at 5pm. 

e 13 June - The BBC announces it has commissioned its award- 
winning Brexitcast podcast for television, launching on BBC One in September."* 
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BBC Radio 1Xtra 


BI BIC. 
RADIO 


Rive 


Broadcast United Kingdom - Nationally via Digital 


area Audio Broadcasting 


Slogan BBC Radio 1Xtra - Hip Hop, RnB, Grime, 
Dancehall, Afrobeat, Drum n Bass - 
championing U.K. and international 
underground diverse music 


On air. On the ground. 


Frequency Digital Audio Broadcasting: 12B 
Freeview: 701 
Freesat: 701 
Sky UK: 0137 
Virgin Media: 907 


First air 16 August 2002 


date 
Format Electronica, hip hop, R&B, soul 
Owner BBC 


Sister BBC Radio 1 


stations 


Webcast Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 
Kbps MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UkK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UkK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 1Xtra 


BBC Radio 1Xtra (also known simply as 1Xtra) is a digital urban 

contemporary and Black music radio station in the United Kingdom that is owned and 
operated by the BBC." Launched at 6 PM on 16 August 2002, it had been code 

named Network X during the consultation period and is the sister station to BBC Radio 
1. The station is broadcast from the 8th floor of New Broadcasting House, shared with 
Radio 1 and the Asian Network. 


Since mid-2017, 1Xtra's management has been merged with that of BBC Asian Network. 
Head of BBC Asian Network Mark Strippel was given joint control of both stations. 


Music policy[edit] 


BBC Radio 1Xtra's music includes largely British, North American, Caribbean and 
African hip hop, grime, bassline, UK Garage, dubstep, drum and bass, UK 

funky, house, dancehall, soca, reggae, gospel music, bhangra, soul, and R&B. It is 
available on digital radio (DAB), digital satellite television, digital terrestrial 
television (Freeview), and the Internet. The first ever track played on 1Xtra was a 
specially created track produced by DJ Skitz and Rodney P and featuring Beverley 


Knight and Blak Twang. The 5-hour show was presented by the Rampage DJ collective 
and the station's then breakfast show host, KC. 


News and speech/[edit] 


As part of its public service broadcasting remit, 1Xtra is required to carry a significant 
amount of news, information and speech content. 1Xtra had its own news service, 1Xtra 
News (formerly known as 'TX'), which was operated as a subsidiary of Radio 

1's Newsbeat operations. The tone and style of the news presentation is in keeping with 
the station's overall target audience - young and predominantly urban. 


Initially, in addition to regular hourly bulletins, TX had a flagship weekday two-hour 
news, features and discussion show under the title 'TX Unltd’ (pronounced 'Unlimited’). 
“ This show - initially broadcast in a 5 pm - 7 pm slot - rated poorly, however, and was 
later absorbed into a mixed music-and-speech format (similar to that used by Jeremy 
Vine on Radio 2) which aired in mid-afternoon (2 pm - 4 pm) and was named after its 
host, Max.& 


In 2009, the BBC Trust agreed to a further change to the scheduling of news content on 
1Xtra, such that it could use the same format successfully operated by Radio 1's 
Newsbeat: two 15-minute news bulletins, one in the middle of the day and another in 
the early evening, with other speech features, profiles and social/cultural specials being 
broadcast on an ad-hoc basis within music-led shows, and with regular hourly news 
bulletins also continuing. The Trust required that 1Xtra's main bulletins not air at the 
same time as those on Radio 1. When the new bulletins were introduced in late 
summer 2009, they aired at noon and 5 pm, with Radio 1's bulletins remaining at 

12:45 pm and 5:45 pm. 


As of Summer 2009 it was reported that Radio 1 and 1Xtra were carrying shared news 
bulletins at weekends;4 weekday news output remained separate. 


September 2012 saw a substantial increase in Newsbeat bulletins simulcast with Radio 
1. Weekday breakfast bulletins at 6 am, 7.30 am, 8 am, 8.30 am and 9.30 am remain 
bespoke 1Xtra broadcasts. From 10:30 am, bulletins are shared with Radio 1, including 
the 15-minute Newsbeat magazines at 12:45 pm and 5:45 pm. 


In the first quarter of 2011, 1Xtra was part of an efficiency review conducted by John 
Myers. His role, according to Andrew Harrison, the chief executive of RadioCentre, was 
"to identify both areas of best practice and possible savings." 


In November 2017, According to the reports Roundhouse Rising would be partnering 
with 1Xtra.2 


Audience profile[edit] 


1Xtra's typical audience is between 15 and 30 years old.“4 The upper age range is 
deliberately lower than sister station Radio 1 which is closer to 35. 


According to the "Submission to the Secretary of State's review of digital channels" in 
March 2004, Radio 1Xtra “orovides music output 24 hours a day, punctuated by 
bespoke BBC news bulletins and other speech output designed specifically to be 
pertinent to the audience." 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Current notable presenters[edit] 


e Kenny Allstar 


e Benji B 

e Nick Bright 
e Diplo 

e A. Dot 

e René LaVice 
e MistaJam 


e Trevor Nelson 
e Annie Nightingale 
e David Rodigan 


e Dj Target 
e Toddla T 


Weekday evening shows begin with MistaJam helming a three-hour multi-genre show, 
followed by six hours of specialist output tailored to a particular genre (e.g. UK Garage, 
dancehall, etc.) Between October 2009 and spring 2010, the 4 am - 6 am slot housed a 
replay of selected weekend specialist programming; this and the one-hour Morning Mix 
programme were dropped in spring 2010 and a new six-days-a-week ‘early breakfast’ 
show (4 am - 7 am) hosted by Nick Bright was introduced. (The Saturday 4 am replay of 
Target's Friday night show was also axed, to make room for Bright's sixth show) This 
has now itself been replaced by a rerun of the previous week's overnight mix show from 
4 am to 6 am, giving nine hours of specialist output. 


Weekday overnights (1 am - 3 am), Saturday overnights (1 am - 4 am) and Saturday 
evenings (7 pm - 1 am) are now simulcast entirely with BBC Radio 1 - this allows Radio 
1's flagship urban content to air on 1Xtra. 


Former notable presenters[edit] 


e Clara Amfo e Kelly Rowland 

e Adele Roberts e Ms. Dynamite 

e Sarah-Jane Crawford e Zena McNally 

e Gemma Cairney e Tim Westwood 

e Reggie Yates e Crissy Criss 

e Ronnie Herel e Dj Blakey 

e DJ Cameo e Matthew Xia 

e Devin Griffin e Heartless Crew 
e DJQ 
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BBC Radio 4 Extra 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the digital radio station owned and operated by the BBC. For the 
BBC radio station also known as 'Radio 4', see BBC Radio 4. 


BBC Radio 4 Extra 


RaDio M, [xtra 


Broadcast United Kingdom - national 


area 


agen Showcasing the best in comedy drama and 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


Webcast 


entertainment. With quizzes, sitcoms, panel 
games, satire, stand up, life stories, classics 
from the archive, science fiction and 


fantasy 


DAB: 12B mono 

Freeview: 708 stereo 

Freesat: 708 stereo 

Sky (UK only): 0131 stereo 
Virgin Media: 910 stereo 

Virgin Media Ireland: 929 stereo 


15 December 2002 (as BBC Radio 7) 
2 April 2011 (as BBC Radio 4 Extra) 


Comedy, Drama 


BBC 


BBC Radio 4 


e Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 Kbps 
MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UkK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UkK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UkK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 4 Extra 


BBC Radio 4 Extra is a British digital radio station broadcasting archived repeats 

of comedy, drama and documentary programmes nationally, 24 hours a day. It is the 
principal broadcaster of the BBC's spoken-word archive, and as a result the majority of 
its programming originates from that archive. It also broadcasts extended and 
companion programmes to those broadcast on sister station BBC Radio 4, and provides 
a "catch-up" service for certain Radio 4 programmes. 


The station launched in December 2002 as BBC 7, broadcasting a similar mix of archive 
comedy, drama and current children's radio. The station was renamed BBC Radio 7 in 
2008, then relaunched as Radio 4 Extra in April 2011. For the first quarter of 2013, 
Radio 4 Extra had a weekly audience of 1.642 million people and had a market share of 
0.95%; in the last quarter of 2016 the numbers were 2.184 million listeners and 1.2% of 
market share, =a 


History[edit] 


Hoe 
RADIO 


Former branding as BBC 7 (2002) and BBC Radio 7 (2008). Both featured a smiling face motif. 
The latter was created by design company Fallon.“ 


BBC 7[edit] 


The station was initially launched as BBC 7 on 15 December 2002 by comedian Paul 
Merton. The first programme was broadcast at 8 pm and was simulcast with Radio 4. 

“1 The station, referred to by the codename ‘Network Z' while in development, was so 
named to reflect the station's presence on the internet and on digital television in 
addition to radio.“! The station broadcast mostly archived comedy and drama, in that 
the programme was either three or more years old or had been broadcast twice on their 
original station. 


The station also broadcast a themed section for Children's programmes. This section 
carried a variety of programmes, including The Little Toe Radio Show (later 

renamed CBeebies Radio), aimed at younger children and consisting of short serials, 
stories and rhymes, and The Big Toe Radio Show with phone-ins, quizzes and stories for 


the 8+ age group. The segment also hosted the only news programme on the network 
presented by the Newsround team. 


The station won the Sony Radio Academy Award for station sound in 2003, was 
nominated for the Promo Award in 2004, and in 2005 received a silver for the Short- 
Form award, plus nominations in the speech and digital terrestrial station-of-the-year 
sections. Because of the station's archive nature the station was scheduled, produced 
and researched by 17 people, excluding presenters.“ 


The station was renamed on 4 October 2008 as BBC Radio 7 in an effort to bring it in 
line with other BBC Radio brands. It also coincided with the introduction of a new 
network logo for the station. 


By adding some inviting new programmes and variations of some old favourites, we will encourage 
more listeners to find and enjoy what this imaginative digital station has to offer. 


Gwyneth Williams, controller of Radio 4 and Radio 4 Extra4 


During this later period, Radio 7 saw growth in its audience, with a growth rate of 9.5% 
annually in 2010, going from 931,000 listeners in the first quarter of that year to 
949,000 a quarter later, making it the second most listened to BBC digital radio station 
at the time.™ However, despite this growth, the audience of children between 4 and 14 
was reported to be only at 25,000 and in February 2011 the BBC Trust approved a 
reduction in hours dedicated to children from 1,400 to 350.2021 


BBC Radio 4 Extra[edit] 


The BBC announced their intention to relaunch the station on 2 March 201042 and 
following a public consultation, the proposal was approved by the corporation's 
governing body the BBC Trust in February 2011.4%43! As a result, the station relaunched 
as BBC Radio 4 Extra on Saturday 2 April 2011. The relaunched station contained much 
of the same mix of programming with some new additions that reflected the new 
alignment with Radio 4, many of which were extended, archive or spin offs of flagship 
Radio 4 programmes. 


Broadcast[edit] 


BBC Radio 4 Extra originates from Broadcasting House in central London. 


BBC Radio 4 Extra is broadcast from Broadcasting House in central London, although 
due to the nature of the channel very little of the channel's content is broadcast live 
from there with even the continuity announcements being pre-recorded. The channel 
uses ten continuity announcers to link between programmes. These currently are Wes 
Butters, Kathy Clugston, Jim Lee, David Miles, Joanna Pinnock, Susan Rae, Debbie Russ, 
Neil Sleat, Alan Smith, Zeb Soanes, Luke Tuddenham and Chris Berrow."4 Previous 
presenters, including those presenting Radio 7, include Penny Haslam, Helen Aitken, 
Rory Morrison, Steve Urquhart, Alex Riley and Michaela Saunders. 


The station only operates on digital networks and so has no allocated analogue radio 
signal. Instead it is broadcast over the internet on the BBC website, on services such 

as Radioplayer and Tuneln and for users of IPTV's.”® It is also available on digital 

radio (on which it is broadcast monophonically)"" and television services 

including digital terrestrial provider Freeview, cable television providers including Virgin 
Media and on Satellite television providers Freesat and Sky who receive their signal 
from the Astra 2E satellite.2© The pan-European nature of this satellite means that the 
signal can be received across northern Europe. 


The controller of the station is Gwyneth Williams who is answerable to the Radio board 
in the BBC.24 BBC Radio 4 Extra is currently only available in stereo on Digital TV 
(Freeview / FreeSat / Sky / Virgin Media) and online but not on DAB as its maximum bit 
rate is only 80kbps, only sufficient for it to be broadcast in mono. 


Programming[edit] 


Although the current station is a rebranding of Radio 7 and contains a similar mix of 
archived programming, content has been brought further in line with BBC Radio 4 with 
new additions based upon their schedule. These include extended versions of 
programmes such as The News Quiz and Desert Island Discs, the broadcast of archived 
editions of the latter as Desert Island Discs Revisited. It has also previously included the 
addition of the programme Ambridge Extra, a more youth-orientated version of long- 
running radio soap The Archers, and an extended version of The Now Show. 


Some programming is organised into programme blocks of similar programmes. The 
late night Comedy Club segment broadcasts "two hours of contemporary comedy" most 
nights of the week and is primarily hosted by Arthur Smith. A long-standing segment 
that remained following the change from Radio 7, it was previously fronted by Alex 
Riley and Phil Williams. Comedy previously available as CDs on the Laughing Stock label 
is also broadcast. 


Drama is also broadcast, notably in The 7th Dimension evening segment. A long- 
running segment continued from Radio 7, the block airs speculative fiction, science 
fiction, fantasy and horror stories presented by Nicholas Briggs. The segment contains 
programmes including Doctor Who audio dramas starring Paul McGann as the Eighth 
Doctor, as well as programmes imported from overseas including American 

broadcasts The Twilight Zone and Garrison Keillor's Radio Show as well as Stuart 
McLean's Vinyl Cafe from Canada. However, The 7th Dimension has been recently 
controversially scrapped on weekday evenings, and with increasing additions of repeats 
of old Radio 4 documentaries, interviews and "educational/cultural" programmes 
concern is growing that the station's original mandate to provide comedy, drama and 
entertainment is being increasingly sidelined, turning Radio 4 Extra into what some are 
already starting to refer to as "Radio Bore(4)", Mk 2, lstationneedeat 


Archive[edit] 


Much of the channels schedule is formed of repeats from classic comedy and drama. 
The schedule spans The Goon Show (1950s) and Round the Horne (1960s), 

through Radio 2 favourites like The News Huddlines, Castle's On The Air and Listen to 
Les to recent Radio 4 shows such as Little Britain and Dead Ringers. Some of this 
content is newly discovered, such as copies of the version of Dick Barton Special 
Agent that were made for international distribution and early episodes of The Goon 
Show. 


Despite having 50 years of archive material to draw from, R4e's programming schedule, 
in the vast majority, consists of repeating the same content across a 2 year cycle. 


Original programmes[edit] 


The station has broadcast original programmes. Newsjack is a topical news sketch show 
in the spirit of Radio 4s Week Ending which encourages contributions from 

listeners. Soanking New on Seven was stand-up comedy, and the BBC New Comedy 
Competition a competition for new comedians. Those who went on to have their own 
series on Radio 7 include John-Luke Roberts with Spats and Miriam Elia with A Series of 
Psychotic Episodes. 


The Mitch Benn Music Show featured comedy songs introduced by Mitch Benn. 

The Colin and Fergus' Digi Radio comedy sketch show ran for two series in 2005- 

06. Serious About Comedy was a weekly show presented by Robin Ince in which 
comedians and comedy critics discussed comedy television, radio, DVDs, and 

films. Tilt was a satirical look at the week's news of views other than the 

norm. Knocker was a sitcom about a market researcher, written by and starring Neil 
Edmond. 


Original Radio 7 programmes[edit] 


While most shows on Radio 7 were repeats, original programmes included: 


e Big Toe Books (Children's show) 

e Serious About Comedy (Comedy review show) 
e Tilt (Satirical sketch comedy) 

e Newsj/ack (Satirical sketch comedy) 

e Spats (Sketch comedy) 

e Knocker (Sitcom) 

e The Penny Dreadfuls Present... (Comedy) 

e Undone (Sci-fi comedy) 

e The Spaceship (Sci-fi comedy) 

e Oneira (Sci-fi comedy) 

e The Laxian Key (Sci-fi comedy) 

e Cold Blood (Sci-fi drama) 

e The Voice of God (Sci-fi drama) 

e Slipstream (Sci-fi drama) 

e A Series of Psychotic Episodes (Sketch comedy) 
e CBeebies Radio (Children's show) 

e Colin and Fergus’ Digi Radio (Sketch comedy) 
e No Tomatoes (Sketch comedy) 

e The Mitch Benn Music Show (Musical comedy) 


Spanking New on Seven (Stand-up) 

Play and Record (Sketch comedy) 

Pleased to Meet You (Comedy) 

Gus Murdoch's Sacred Cows (Comedy) 

Planet B (Sci-fi drama) 

Doctor Who: The Eighth Doctor Adventures (Sci-fi Drama) 
The Man in Black (Horror) 

The Scarifyers (Horror comedy) 

This is Pulp Fiction (Crime fiction) 


Original Radio 4 Extra programmes[edit] 


Original programmes made for Radio 4 Extra. 


Ambridge Extra (Soap opera, spin-off from The Archers) 

Arthur Smith's Balham Bash (Variety show, debuted on Radio 4 Extra before being 
aired on Radio 4) 

The 4 O'Clock Show (Chat show, including children's entertainment) 

Let's Get Quizzical (Documentary) 

Lord of the Flies (dramatisation of William Golding's novel)"® 

Meet David Sedaris (Comedy, debuted on Radio 4 Extra before being aired on Radio 
4) 

The Nine Billion Names of God (readings from Arthur C. Clarke's short story 
collection of the same name) 

Sarah Millican's Support Group (Sketch show, debuted on Radio 4 Extra before being 
aired on Radio 4) 

What's So Funny? (Comedy review show) 

Neverwhere (Neil Gaiman's fantasy, first episode aired on Radio 4 with subsequent 
episodes on Radio 4 Extra)22 


See also[edit] 


List of BBC radio stations 
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"Five Live Sports Extra" redirects here. For the BBC radio station also known as ‘Radio 5 
live’, see BBC Radio 5 Live. 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


BIBIC] . 
RADIO live 


sports 
extra 


Broadcas United Kingdom - Nationally via Digital Audio 


t area Broadcasting (DAB) 


Slogan More live sport. Pure live sport. Live cricket 
from the Test Match Special team, football 


commentary, Formula 1, rugby union, rugby 


league, baseball, NFL American Football, 


tennis... 


Frequenc DAB: 12B 
y Freeview: 706 
Freesat: 706 
Sky (UK only): 0144 
Virgin Media: 908 
Virgin Media Ireland: 928 


First air 2 February 2002 
date 


Format Sport 


Owner BBC 


Webcast Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e UK-only stream (Shoutcast, 128 Kbps 
MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e UK-only stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e UK-only stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e UK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra (also known as just 5 Live Sports Extra or 5 Live 
Extra) is a national digital radio station in the United Kingdom, operated by the BBC, 
and specialising only in extended additional sports coverage. It is a sister station to BBC 


Radio 5 Live and shares facilities, presenters and management, and is a department of 
the BBC North Group division. 


If a news story breaks during the live sport broadcasts on 5 Live, the sports coverage 
will be redirected and continued on 5 Live Sports Extra, whilst 5 Live switches to live 
news. 


The station is only available on digital radio, television platforms and online. From 25 
July 2016, Radio 5 Live Sports Extra is no longer available for international streaming. 


History[edit] 


Wa we 


Radio Five Live Sports Extra logo 2002-07 


BBC Radio Five Live Sports Extra launched as part of the BBC's expansion into digital 
radio by launching several digital only stations that would complement existing 
coverage. At the time of launch, all radio sports coverage was included as part of BBC 
Radio 5 Live's mix of news and sport, the longwave frequencies of BBC Radio 4 or on 
individual BBC Local Radio stations. As these platforms couldn't appropriately 
accommodate any additional sports, a new service was launched: BBC Radio Five Live 
Sports Extra. The station began broadcasts at 2:30 pm on 2 February 2002. Juliette 
Ferrington introduced the first programme - commentary of Manchester 

United against Sunderland. 


Despite many television rights to sporting events being heavily fought over by 
commercial companies, such as Sky Sports and ITV Sport, radio sports coverage for 
many events are still held by the BBC: the main competitor being the commercial 
station Talksport. 


In 2007, the station was rebranded in line with the rest of the network. The new BBC 
Radio 5 Live Sports Extra logo was turned into a circular based logo in the colour green; 
according to research, the green colour was chosen as people associated it with sport. 
w |n addition, a new background of blue and red diagonal lines on the same green 
colour was adopted for promotions for the service. Along with the rebrand, Sports Extra 
began to become closer aligned with 5 Live. As a result, the online presence of the 
station was toned down with only an upcoming schedule remaining; all other details 
were merged into the 5 Live website or the new BBC Radio online homepage. 


In 2011 the station, along with 5 Live, moved to MediaCityUK in Salford, Greater 
Manchester. 


Broadcast[edit] 


The remit of BBC Radio 5 live Sports Extra is to bring a greater choice of live action to 
sports fans by offering a part-time extension of BBC Radio 5 live. The service should aim 
to provide increased value for licence fee payers from the portfolio of sports rights 


already owned by the BBC by offering alternative coverage to that provided on other 
UK-wide BBC services. All output on 5 live Sports Extra should be live sports coverage. 


— BBC Trust, BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra Remit 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra is broadcast only on digital platforms. Unlike sister station 
5 Live, no analogue frequency is used. Instead, the service is only available on DAB 
Digital Radio and on Digital television through operators on satellite services, such 

as Sky, cable operators, such as Virgin Media, DTT services, such as Freeview, and 

on IPTV. The service is also available online through the BBC website, the sub-site BBC 
iPlayer service and the Radioplayer service part owned by the BBC. The BBC iPlayer 
service also re-broadcasts programmes for seven days after original broadcast. Due to 
rights restrictions, some programmes are only available to UK audiences or are not 
available on the BBC Website or iPlayer services. 


DA 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra's base in Quay House, MediaCityUK. 


The station is notable in that it is a part-time service, only airing throughout sports 
broadcasts. These broadcasts themselves are also live and uninterrupted, unlike Radio 
5 Live which adds news bulletins and Radio 4 Longwave which adds the Shipping 
Forecast into coverage. When the station goes off-air, all broadcasts cease as the 
station does not simulcast any other broadcast; this is unusual on the BBC Radio 
network as nearly all radio stations now operate 24 hours a day or simulcast with 
another service - Radio 4 simulcasts with the BBC World Service and BBC Local 

Radio stations broadcast 5 Live when not on air. A side effect of this lack of simulcast is 
that those attempting to tune into the station with a DAB Digital Radio will often have 
difficulty finding the station. Internet stream, which earlier also used to go off air, now 
broadcasts station promo in a loop. 


The stations controller is Jonathan Wall, who is also responsible for 5 Live and is 
answerable to the BBC North and BBC Audio & Music departments.“ The station 
operates from Quay House in MediaCityUK on a single floor alongside 5 Live. Although 5 
Live Sports Extra uses no studio space, the teams required to organise the match 
coverage are shared with 5 Live. The move to Salford took two months, and occurred 
alongside 5 Live, in a bid to create a northern media hub and to outsource major 
production from London. Previously, 5 Live Sports Extra had been located alongside 5 
Live in BBC Television Centre and spread over several floors." 


Programming[edit] 


5 Live Sports Extra broadcast a variety of sports including: 


e Test Match Special 


e Cricket World Cup, ICC Champions Trophy, and Twenty20 World Cup 

e England cricket tests and One Day Internationals 

e Friends Provident Trophy semi-finals and final and Twenty20 Cup 

e Cricket's County Championship 

e Full broadcasts of Premier League and Home Nation football if games overlap, with 5 
Live carrying first-choice in these cases 

e Major League Baseball's World Series, since 2004 

e Wimbledon Tennis championships, with the station providing extra court 
commentary for the first week of the tournament 

e National Hockey League's Stanley Cup Finals 

e Tennis Grand Slam tournament coverage of non-final rounds and some other major 
tennis tournaments 


e Formula One motor racing 
e Action from any other competition broadcast on 5 Live 


Through the 2012 season, 5 Live and 5 Live Sports Extra carried NFL late games 
broadcast on Sunday evening, with coverage taken from Westwood One, except the NFL 
International Series and Super Bowl, which used BBC-produced commentaries. Absolute 
Radio 90s acquired the broadcast rights to the NFL beginning in 2013. BBC Radio 5 Live 
and 5 Live Sports Extra reacquired the rights to NFL games for the 2014-15 playoffs. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 
e BBC Radio 5 Live 


e BBC Radio 4 
e BBC Local Radio 


e Talksport 
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BBC Radio 6 Music 


1B 1 BIC!) 
RADIO 


music 
BBC Radio 6 Music logo 


United Kingdom - Nationally via Digital 
Audio Broadcasting (DAB) 


The place for the best Alternative Music 


DAB: 12B 

Freeview: 707 

Freesat: 707 

Sky (UK only): 0120 
Virgin Media: 909 

Virgin Media Ireland: 912 


11 March 2002 


Alternative/Indie music 
BBC 
BBC Radio 2 


Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 


Kbps MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Radio 6 Music 


BBC Radio 6 Music (also known as BBC 6 Music or BBC 6) is a digital radio 

station run by the BBC, specialising primarily in alternative music. It was known officially 
as BBC 6 Music from its launch on 11 March 2002 until April 2011. 6 Music was the first 
national music radio station to be launched by the BBC in 32 years.” It is available only 
on digital media: DAB radio, the Internet, digital television, and in northern Europe 
through the Astra 2B satellite. 


BBC 6 Music has been described as a "dedicated alternative music station".=! Many 
presenters have argued against the perception that the main focus is indie guitar music. 
“ The station itself describes its output as "the cutting edge music of today, the iconic 
and groundbreaking music of the past 40 years and unlimited access to the BBC's 
wonderful music archive".5! Since 2014 an annual music festival, 6 Music Festival, has 
been held in different cities around the United Kingdom and broadcast live on the 
station. 


In July 2010, the BBC Trust announced it had rejected a proposal by the BBC to close 

6 Music to provide commercial rivals more room.” The trust commented that the station 
was "well-liked by its listeners, was highly distinctive and made an important 
contribution." In 2018, 6 Music was the most listened-to digital-only radio station, with 
an average weekly audience of 2.53 million. ® 


History[edit] 


BBC 6 Music was proposed in October 2000 as a "digital-only" radio station and named 
"Network Y" „ounan: ("Network X" became BBC Radio 1Xtra and "Network Z" BBC 7),“4 


The station opened at 7 a.m., Monday 11 March 2002, with a show presented by Phill 
Jupitus. At the start-up, presenters included Liz Kershaw, Andrew Collins, Tom 


Robinson, Gideon Coe, Janice Long, Chris Hawkins, Gary Burton, Craig Charles, Stuart 
Maconie, Brinsley Forde, Suggs, Clare McDonnell, Bruce Dickinson, Tracey 

MacLeod, Sean Hughes, and Bob Harris.“ The first record played was Ash's Burn Baby 
Burn®*! 6 Music attracted criticism for changing daytime schedules during late 2007 and 
early 2008.24241 In response, Lesley Douglas, Controller of BBC Radio 2 and 6 Music at 
the time, said that the changes were intended to attract more female listeners. She 
claimed that "men tend to be more interested in the intellectual side of the music, the 
tracks, where albums have been made, that sort of thing".2% This in turn brought on 
more criticism of perceived sexism on Douglas’ part.2” 


A BBC Radio 6 Music studio in Salford 


In March 2006, BBC 6 Music moved from Broadcasting House to new studios in the 
adjacent Wogan House (then called Western House) to allow the regeneration of 
Broadcasting House.24 


In 2011, BBC Radio 6 Music started the process of moving some of its presenters, staff, 
and shows from London and elsewhere to the new studios 

at MediaCityUK in Salford near Manchester. The studios are located on the ground floor 
of Dock House.21231241 Among programmes broadcast there are Radcliffe & Maconie, The 
Craig Charles Funk and Soul Show, and Marc Riley's and Mary Anne Hobbs' shows. 


Proposed closure[edit] 


In February 2010, in anticipation of a review by the BBC Trust, newspaper reports 
suggested 6 Music might be axed.2! The review stopped short of recommending closure 
but noted that only one in five UK residents were aware the station existed, and that it 
lacked presenters with credibility as music experts.2@ The Times claimed that Mark 
Thompson, Director General of the BBC, proposed closure as part of a bid to scale back 
BBC operations and allow commercial rivals more room.22 A high-profile campaign to 
oppose closure of the station attracted media attention and led to "#SaveBBC6Music" 
quickly becoming a trending topic on Twitter. A leading voice in the campaign was Jarvis 
Cocker, the lead singer for the British band Pulp who presented his own show on BBC 6 
Music, Jarvis Cocker's Sunday Service.22 A Facebook group set up by Jon and Tracy 
Morter to oppose the proposed closure gained nearly 180,000 members.22 A campaign 
was launched to get the song "Joy Division Oven Gloves" by Half Man Half Biscuit to No. 
6 in the UK Singles Chart on 12 April 2010;2%4 it entered the Singles Chart that week at 
No. 56 and the Independent Singles Chart at No. 3.221831 


The Sunday Times reported that following the public outcry over the proposed closure, 6 
Music would be rebranded as Radio 2 Extra, retaining a similar playlist but broadcasting 
for only 12 hours a day" but Tim Davie, head of audio and music at the BBC, denied 
this was a possibility. 22 


Five months after rumours of closure first emerged, the BBC Trust announced that it 


was not convinced by the BBC Executive's plans and that the station would not be 
closed. esrus 


In the first quarter of 2011 some BBC radio services, including 6 Music, were part of an 
efficiency review conducted by John Myers. His role, according to Andrew Harrison, 
the chief executive of RadioCentre, was "to identify both areas of best practice and 
possible savings."22 The Telegraph suggested that this was due to 'commercial sector 
criticism'22 whilst The Guardian cited a National Audit Office report.“ 


BASCA was actively circulating petitions challenging the BBC's plan to close down 6 
Music. 


Nominations and awards[edit] 


Several of BBC 6 Music's presenters and shows have won Sony Radio Academy Awards. 
In 2006 presenter Marc Riley won a Silver award for The Music Radio Personality of the 
Year.“ In April 2008, comedy duo Adam and Joe's 6 Music Saturday morning show won 
the Broadcasting Press Guild award for Radio Programme of the Year.“ George 

Lamb also won the Sony ‘Rising Star' award. In May 2009, Adam and Joe won three Sony 
Radio Silver awards.“ 


Following the announcement that 6 Music was to be closed, Adam and Joe won the best 
comedy prize at the Sony Radio Academy Awards in May 2010, with Jarvis 

Cocker winning the rising star award, voted for by listeners, for their 6 Music shows. 

451 Two years later, the station was named UK Station of the Year at the Sonys, with the 
judges citing its "confidence across its schedule that not only reflects a real passion for 
music but also a firm understanding of the audience they are broadcasting to."“# 


Ratings and listenership[edit] 


In February 2010, 6 Music was reported as showing growth in its audience, winning an 
audience of 695,000 listeners, up 12.3% year-on-year.“4 However, in the quarter to 
December 2009, its 'reach' (proportion of the adult population who listen for at least 5 
minutes in the course of an average week) was 1%, and Total Survey Area share (of 
total listening time) was 0.4%. 48! 


According to the BBC's service review of Radio 2 and 6 Music, published in February 
2010, the average age of 6 Music listeners was 36, which it considered too low. The 
review implied that the deficiency in appeal to female listeners apparent in 2007 was 
still in existence, and that there should be changes to attract more listeners from ethnic 
minorities and lower income groups.“2 However, the review did not give details of the 
scale of these issues. 


Following the proposal to close the station, online listening figures rose significantly. 
The number of unique online listeners rose to an average of 133,653 in March 2010, up 
50 per cent on the previous March. When the RAJAR listening figures were released in 
May 2010, it was revealed that 6 Music had an average of 1.02 million listeners in the 
first three months of the year, compared to 695,000 the previous year. = 


In 2011, 6 Music had a total audience of 1.3 million listeners in the three months to 27 
March, up from 1.14m in the previous quarter, according to the latest data from the 
Radio Joint Audience Research (RAJAR) board. Buoyed by shows from high-profile DJs 
such as Jarvis Cocker, Huey Morgan and Lauren Laverne, 6 Music has also grown its 
audience from 1.02m in the first quarter of 2010.52 The station broke more records in 
2012, with a total audience of 1.62 million in the third quarter of the year.=! For the last 


month of 2012 RAJAR reported 6 Music listening figures had overtaken BBC Radio 4 
extra to become the most listened to digital only radio station in the United Kingdom. 
54 The same report also showed that 6 Music had surpassed BBC Radio 3 in listening 
share, an increase of 31% from the year previously. 


In 2014, a report was released stating that BBC 6 Music had overtaken BBC Radio 3 in 
numbers of listeners per week for the first time. The digital station's weekly average 
was 1.89m listeners (up 5.5% on 2013) while BBC Radio 3's average weekly listenership 
was only 1.884m.2 


In 2018, BBC Radio 6 Music is the 10th most popular radio station (as measured by 
weekly reach) - between Talksport & Absolute Radio - and the 6th most popular (as 
measured by listener hours) - between BBC 5 Live & Kiss. 


Press coverage([edit] 


In 2007 BBC 6 Music was in the press because of scandals over rigged competitions. It 
emerged that in 2006 the Liz Kershaw Show faked a competition by using producers 
and their friends as 'competition winners’, leading to the firing of a junior producer.&4 On 
20 September 2007, it was announced that the Head of Programmes, Ric Blaxill, had 
resigned. 


In May 2008 George Lamb was reprimanded for using his programme to back 
Conservative candidate Boris Johnson for London mayor.=! 


6 Music Festival[edit] 


In January 2014 the BBC launched 6 Music Festival, a new music festival featuring 
artists that "share the alternative spirit of the network". The festival takes place in a 
different city each year, with the first edition held in Manchester in February 2014 and 
headlined by Damon Albarn. Tickets sold out in six minutes for the event, but Albarn's 
headline set was criticised and it was claimed that the festival "just didn't work". 111621 


6 Music Festival returned in 2015 in Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead, with 
performances from Neneh Cherry, Royal Blood, The Charlatans and Hot Chip. The 
festival was praised as a "triumphant celebration of the left-field",“" and compared 
favourably to the 2014 event. The 2016 event was held across three venues 

in Bristol with performances from Foals and Bloc Party. 


The 2017 edition took place in March 2017 (unlike previous festivals which took place in 
February) in Glasgow, and included major sets from Future Islands, Sparks, Depeche 
Mode, The Shins and Belle and Sebastian. It again included evening gigs, daytime gigs, 
talks and screenings. 


No festival took place in 2018. However, the station did curate the Belfast event of 
the Biggest Weekend. 


The 2019 edition of the festival took place in Liverpool. 


Presenters([edit] 


e Craig Charles 
e Gideon Coe 
e Guy Garvey 
e Chris Hawkins 


e Mary Anne Hobbs 
e Shaun Keaveny 

e Liz Kershaw 

e Steve Lamacq 


e Amy Lamé 
e Lauren Laverne 
e Don Letts 


e Stuart Maconie 


e Cerys Matthews 
e Huey Morgan 


e Nemone 
e Gilles Peterson 
e Iggy Pop 


e Mark Radcliffe 
e Tom Ravenscroft 


e Marc Riley 
e Tom Robinson 


Stand-in presenters[edit] 


e Gemma Cairney 
e Vic Galloway 

e Jon Hillcock 

e Cillian Murphy 

e Katie Puckrik 

e Huw Stephens 


Station management[edit] 
Current[edit] 


e Paul Rodgers - Head of 6 Music, 2016-! previously Editor, 2008-2012, and Head of 
Programmes, 2013-2016 

e Bob Shennan - Network Controller, Radio 2 and 6 Music, 2009-2016 a 

e James Stirling - Head of Programmes, 6 Music, 2012-2 

e Jeff Smith - Head of Music, Radio 2 and 6 Music” / head of the weekly playlist 
meeting” 

e Lorna Clarke - Network Manager, Radio 2 and 6 Music, 2010-73 


Former[edit] 


e Lesley Douglas - Network Controller, Radio 2 and 6 Music, 2004-2008 
e Ric Blaxill - Head of Programmes, 2004-2007 


See also[edit] 


e British Academy of Songwriters, Composers and Authors 
e CBC Radio 3 


e Digital Audio Broadcast 


e FM4 
e Internet radio 
e Le Mouv' 


e France Inter Paris 


e MDR Sputnik 
e Triple | 


e Studio Brussel 
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RADIO 


network 


BBC Asian Network logo 


Broadcas United Kingdom - national 


t area 


Slogan BBC Asian Network - Bollywood, Bhangra, 
Asian Urban and underground. Home of Desi 


music, news and documentaries 


Frequenc MW: Various (Restricted Coverage) 
y DAB: 12B 

Freeview: 709 

Freesat: 709 

Sky (UK only): 0119 

Virgin Media: 912 


First air 1976 BBC Radio Leicester show 
date 1988 as The Asian Network 
- BBC Radio Leicester & BBC WM 
1996 as separate channel on AM 


2002 Nationally on DAB”! 


Format Music, News & Entertainment 


Owner BBC 


Webcast Web Stream 


HTTP Streams 


e Worldwide stream (Shoutcast, 128 Kbps 
MP3) 


HLS Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 
e Worldwide stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 
e UkK-only stream (128 Kbps AAC) 
e UkK-only stream (320 Kbps AAC) 


MPEG DASH Streams 


e Worldwide stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 

e UkK-only stream (128-320 Kbps AAC) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Website BBC Asian Network 


BBC Asian Network is a British radio station whose target audience are people aged 
15-35 of South Asian descent (Bangladeshi/Indian/Pakistani), and/or those with an 
interest in South Asian affairs. The music and news comes out of the main urban areas 
where there are significant communities with these backgrounds. The station has 
production centres in London (Broadcasting House) and Birmingham (The Mailbox). 


In mid 2017, BBC Asian Network's management was merged with that of BBC Radio 
1Xtra. Head of BBC Asian Network Mark Strippel was given joint control of both stations, 
creating a super-network for two of the UK's largest ethnic minority groups. 


BBC Asian Network now broadcasts mainly in English, but has retained Sunday evening 
shows with language content covering regions in the Indian 
subcontinent: India (mainly Punjab and Gujarat), Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. 


The station's output consists largely of music and talk programmes, with a daily 
documentary series Asian Network Reports. Despite the name, BBC Asian Network 
only covers the Indian subcontinent, with countries from the rest of the continent - such 
as East and Southeast Asia - not catered for. 


History[edit] 


BBC Asian Network studio at The Mailbox shopping centre, Birmingham 
Origins[edit] 


BBC television had broadcast an Asian news programme, Nai Zindagi Naya Jeevan, 
since 1968 from its studios in Birmingham; this series followed a traditional news and 
current affairs format. 


In 1977 BBC Radio Leicester, responding to the growth of the size of the South Asian 
population in Leicester, introduced a daily show aimed primarily at that community in 
the city. At one point the audience consisted of 67 per cent of the South Asian 
community in Leicester, '2222ee4| |n 1979, BBC WM, the BBC radio station for the 
Midlands, followed Leicester's lead and introduced a similar daily show. 


On 30 October 1988 The Asian Network was launched on the MW transmitters of BBC 
WM and BBC Radio Leicester with a combined output of 70 hours per week, and was 

extended to 86 hours a week in 1995 and on 4 November 1996 the station became a 
full-time service, on air 18 hours a day, and was relaunched as BBC Asian Network. 


BBC Asian Network goes national[edit] 


On Monday 28 October 2002 it was relaunched for the DAB Digital Radio system, now 
broadcasting nationwide. 


In January 2006, the BBC announced that they were investing an extra £1m in the BBC 
Asian Network, and increasing the number of full-time staff by 30% in a bid to make 
British South Asian interests ‘a mainstream part of the corporation's output . 


Branding and schedule changes[edit] 


In April 2006 the first wave of schedule changes were introduced with further changes 
coming into effect on 14 May and 21 May with weekend changes occurring from 17 
June.2 In August 2007, the Asian Network received a new logo as part of a general re- 
brand of all national BBC stations. In 2009, this was re-branded again to add 
prominence to the Asian aspect of the logo. 


Drama output[edit] 


One of the most significant programmes in the Asian Network lineup was an ongoing 
Asian soap opera Si/ver Street which was first broadcast in 2004. Storylines focused on 
the lives of a British South Asian community in an English town of unspecified name and 


location, with themes that generally related to issues that affect the daily lives of British 
South Asians and their neighbours. 


Following a cutting of episode lengths to five minutes per day and continued falling 
listenership, on 16 November 2009 the BBC announced they would be cancelling Silver 
Street.“ The last episode was broadcast in March 2010. 


The cancellation grew out of many criticisms of the Asian Network in the BBC Trust's 
annual report. In July 2009 it was revealed that the Asian Network had lost over 20% of 
its listeners in a single year and, per listener, was the most costly and expensive BBC 
radio station to run. 


Silver Street was replaced by monthly half-hour dramas and in August 2010, BBC Asian 
Network announced it would be launching a new drama season from 1 September 2010. 
[6] 


Possible closure and falling audiences[edit] 


On 26 February 2010 The Times reported that Mark Thompson, Director General of the 
BBC, proposed closing the station in a bid to scale back BBC operations and allow 
commercial rivals more room. The proposal of closure - along with BBC 6 Music - was 
later confirmed on 2 March. A letter was written to the BBC Trust and signed by 
various people - although the number of signatories was artificially boosted with a 
number of people signing their name at least more than once (as both a single name 
and as part of different collectives™) with many AN listeners advocating keeping their 
station at the expense of the more popular 6 Music,» although the BBC Trust later 
rejected plans to close 6 Music and rejected the plans to close AN.“» On 14 March 2011, 
the BBC announced it was reconsidering its plan to close the station in favour of 
reducing its budget in half.2# 


In 2011, the BBC ruled there would be a 46% reduction in AN's budget and a declared 
target of 600,000 listeners a week; with actual audience numbers only reaching 
507,000.22 In 2012, audience numbers fell even further; peaking at only 453,000. 

11 Eyen with the budget reductions, in 2013 AN had the largest budget of the BBC's 
digital-only radio stations at £13m; despite having the lowest audience figures by far. 
151 |n 2016-17, AN continued to have the highest cost-per-user of all the BBC's radio 
stations at 3.4p per hours, the second highest budget of the BBC's digital-only radio 
stations at £7.5m“4 and the lowest audience figures of all the BBC's stations. 


RAJAR's figures in 2014 showed that AN had at last started to increase its ratings - Q2's 
average weekly audience was 552,000 listeners, peaking at 619,000 listeners in Q4, 

481 finally exceeding the target set in 2011. However, the station was noted as being the 
BBC's only station - across both television and radio - whose Appreciation 

Index measurably fell in 2014.22 By May 2015, AN had once again lost a substantial 
number of listeners, with the RAJAR reporting a peak of 562,000 listeners - a loss of 
57,000 from the previous quarter.2" 


In 2017/18, it was noted the station not only remained as having the highest cost-per- 
user of all the BBC radio output, but whose costs also increased - rising from 3.4p per 
hour the previous year to 3.7p per hour. The audience Appreciation Index figure did not 
increase, remaining at 80.3; and the average length of time spent on the channel 
dramatically fell from 06:11 to 05:19 - the biggest fall of all of the BBC's radio 

stations. 2 


In 2018/19, AN's annual budget increased from £7m to £8m, but the station noted 
continued heavy losses compared to the previous year: in terms of population reach 


(down to 1.1%), time spent on the channel per week (down to 5:12) and an increase in 
cost per user per hour (up to 5p). 2 


Rotherham sex abuse scandal controversy[edit] 


In 2018, the station's Head of News Arif Ansari was arrested and charged under the 
Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act 1992 for a reporter naming a victim of the 
Rotherham sex abuse scandal during a live news bulletin. 2224 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Nadia Ali 

e Bobby Friction 

e Preeya Kalidas 

e Nihal 

e Panjabi Hit Squad 
e Waqas Saeed 

e Rozina Sini 

e Harpz Kaur 


e Sunny and Shay 
e Noreen Khan 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Aasmah Mir 
e Ameet Chana 
e Anita Rani 


e DJ Kayper 
e Nikki Bedi 
e Pathaan 
e Murtz 

e Nerm 


e Sonia Deol 
e Tommy Sandhu 
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BBC Cymru Wales 


BBC Cymru Wales' area within the UK 
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BBC One Wales 
BBC Two Wales 
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BBC Radio Cymru 


Broadcasting House, 
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bbc.co.uk/wales 


BBC Cymru Wales is a division of the BBC, and the national broadcaster for Wales. 

™ Established in 1964, BBC Cymru Wales is based in Cardiff and directly employs some 
1,200 people to produce a range of programmes for television, radio and online services 
in both English and Welsh.” 


BBC Cymru Wales operates two TV channels (BBC One Wales, BBC Two Wales) and two 
radio stations. Wales raises some £182 million in licence fee resources; however, spend 
on local content by BBC Wales (including S4C £76 million) is £151 million, £31 million of 
which is for BBC-produced television productions." 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales operates two television services, BBC One Wales and BBC Two Wales, 
which can opt out of the main network feed of BBC One and BBC Two in London to 
broadcast regional programming. These two channels broadcast a variety of 
programmes in English, including the flagship news programme BBC Wales Today which 
broadcasts several bulletins throughout the day including the main evening programme. 


In addition to these two channels, BBC Cymru Wales is required to provide programmes 
in Welsh, which it supplies to the Welsh channel S4C free of charge using the BBC 
Cymru brand.“ These programmes include a Welsh news service Newyddion, covering 
Welsh, general UK and international news, and a soap opera Pobol y Cwm, the longest 
running television soap opera made by the BBC. 


Radio[edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales operates two radio stations covering the entire country. BBC Radio 
Wales is the English language network, broadcasting local programmes for 
approximately 20 hours a day and simulcasting the BBC World Service during the 
station's down time. BBC Radio Cymru broadcasts Welsh programmes for approximately 
the same time covering a wide variety of genres: a specifically branded youth 

section C2 contributes to this by broadcasting songs from the pop and rock genres. 
While off air, Radio Cymru simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live's overnight programme. 


Online and interactive[edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales operates its own mini-site on BBC Online as well as providing news 
and features for other areas of BBC Online. In addition, news stories are provided for 
the BBC Red Button interactive service. 


BBC National Orchestra of Wales[edit] 
Main article: BBC National Orchestra of Wales 


BBC Cymru Wales employs a full-time orchestra, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
(BBC NOW), who give concerts in Cardiff, Swansea and across Wales. The majority of 
the orchestra's concerts are recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio Wales 
and BBC Radio Cymru. Since January 2009 the administrative base of the NOW has been 
the BBC Hoddinott Hall, in the Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff. 


History[edit] 


The first broadcast in Wales was on 13 February 19235 from the radio station 5WA, 
later to become part of the BBC Regional Programme and in 1939 the BBC Home 
Service. During this time, the region was served from a variety of bases around Wales. 
During World War Il, the regional services all ceased and broadcast the Home Service 
from London, although some Welsh content was included.® The BBC's Bangor base 
played host to the BBC Variety Department during the war, although this fact was never 
officially announced. 


The first television signals in Wales came on 15 August 1952 from the newly 
constructed Wenvoe transmitter. The transmitter itself broadcast the national BBC 
Television service. Wales would gain some significance when, in 1957, the BBC 

West region from Bristol was established including a daily five-minute news bulletin for 
Wales, followed five years later by the launch of the daily magazine programme, Wales 


Today. 


Broadcasting House 


The launch of BBC Wales on 9 February 1964 provided a specific television service for 
the country. The new service was heavily promoted (proclaiming that Wales gets its 
very own TV service in 1964!) with animated promos using the sound of Welsh choirs to 
explain about interference from the mountains.® Two years later in 1966, BBC Cymru 
Wales' new headquarters at Broadcasting House in Cardiff opened and the first colour 
broadcast for Wales followed in 1970.14 


Following the end of the Second World War, the BBC Home Service continued its 
regional opt-outs, including an opt-out service for Wales. This opt-out continued after 
the change from the Home Service to Radio 4 and paved the way for two full-time radio 
services - BBC Radio Cymru in 1977, followed a year later by BBC Radio Wales.” 


BBC Cymru Wales outside broadcast vehicle, 2009 


Prior to 1982, BBC Cymru Wales on television provided programmes in both English and 
Welsh, with the news programme Heddiw and the long-running serial Pobol y 

Cwm figuring among the key output. However, this changed with the launch of S4C on 1 
November 1982 as all Welsh-language programming on both the BBC and 

the ITV contractor HTV was transferred to the new channel. As part of a guaranteed ten 
hours a week of BBC-produced programming, Pobol y Cwm switched to the new channel 
while a newly expanded news service, Newyddion, was launched. 


Into the late 1990s, BBC Cymru Wales continued to expand their services. The first web 
pages for Wales began to appear on BBC Online in 1997, including a variety of features 
surrounding programming, schedules, community events and other stories.~# The 
following year, BBC Wales gained additional air time through the use of a late prime- 
time to midnight opt-out from new digital channel BBC Choice.“ This lasted until opt- 
outs ended on the channel in 2001; subsequently BBC Wales opted out of the BBC 

Two prime-time schedule on digital platforms to broadcast BBC 2W.! This latter 
service closed on 2 January 2009 - prior to the digital switchover which would have 
ceased separate broadcasting on analogue and digital.“ 


Expansion in the number of drama productions handled by BBC Cymru Wales since 
2011 has resulted in the construction and opening on a new studio centre in Cardiff.24 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales building in Bangor, Gwynedd. 
See also: List of BBC properties 


The current headquarters of BBC Cymru Wales is located within Broadcasting 
House, Llandaff, Cardiff.4 The studio centre was built in 1966 and opened the following 


year as a purpose built location to house the expanding presence of the BBC in Cardiff. 
The centre contained studios for the news programmes, radio space including that 
used by the BBC National Orchestra of Wales until 2009, and another studio for drama 
productions constructed in the mid-1970s.24 


Previously, the BBC in Wales had been located in a converted chapel in Broadway, 
Cardiff and in temporary accommodation at BBC Broadcasting Centre on the banks of 
the River Taff. While these studios played host to drama, entertainment and regional 
programmes, the site was still not ideal. The site only held two studios, both located in 
the church, and the ability to broadcast film was not installed on the site for several 
years; film played into programmes from a telecine machine in Bristol or London and 
film processing for news was carried out by a firm called Park Pictures in Cardiff until 
BBC processing was installed in Stacey Road. 
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BBC Cymru Wales' Roath Lock studio complex. 


The expansion of BBC Cymru Wales' productions in recent years has resulted in 
investment for new studios. To gain extra capacity, BBC Wales invested into Upper Boat 
Studios in Pontypridd to house several productions, notable centred around Doctor 
Who and its sister productions Torchwood and The Sarah Jane Adventures. Despite the 
investment in Upper Boat, the studio complex soon became too small to house new 
productions being moved to the BBC Nations.“ As part of this decision, it was decided 
in March 2009 that BBC productions Casualty and Crimewatch were to relocate from 
their former homes at BBC Bristol network production unit to Cardiff.22 


To house these new programmes, a new 170,000 sq ft studio complex was built, 
designed to house the productions of Doctor Who, The Sarah Jane 

Adventures, Casualty, Upstairs Downstairs, and Pobol y Cwm. Located in Porth 

Teigr, Cardiff Bay, Roath Lock Studios gained permission in January 200924 and 
construction began in June 201022 with the building topping out in February 2011. 
Production began at the site in autumn 2011" and the site was officially opened on 12 
March 2012.25 As a result, Pobol y Cwm moved from the Llandaff studios and Doctor 
Who moved from Upper Boat studios to the new complex, with Casualty joining them at 
the site. Despite being designed to house them, the site never housed the Sarah Jane 
Adventures, following the death of main actress Elisabeth Sladen in 2011, or Upstairs 
Downstairs, following the series’ cancellation. 


It was announced in August 2013 that the Llandaff studios would close in a few years 
and that the headquarters of BBC Cymru Wales would subsequently move to a new site. 
271 |In June 2014 it was announced that the new headquarters would be on the site 

of Cardiff Central bus station and will house 1000 staff and will have around half the 
floor space of the Llandaff base with 70% less studio space, as a result of the opening of 
Roath Lock.#®! Staff started to move into the new Broadcasting House in October 2019,2% 


In addition to these properties, BBC Cymru Wales also has properties 
in Aberystwyth, Bangor, Carmarthen, Newtown, Penrhyndeudraeth, Swansea and Wrexh 
am and at BBC Hoddinott Hall in Cardiff, home to the BBC National Orchestra of Wales. 


Television productions[edit] 


BBC Wales reporter Craig Duggan conducting an interview in Puerto Madryn, Argentina, for the 
150th anniversary of Y Wladfa. 


BBC Cymru Wales produces local and networked programming for broadcast in Wales 
and the rest of the UK. In recent years, its drama output has been particularly 
successful, including the 2005 revival of the classic science-fiction series Doctor 
Who and its spin-offs Torchwood (2006) and The Sarah Jane Adventures (2007). In 
addition, BBC Wales commissions other drama output for the BBC network from 
independent producers, such as Life on Mars (2006-07). 


In-house productions[edit] 


The following productions were created by BBC Cymru Wales for broadcast in Wales: 


e Wales Today (1962-present) 
e Week In Week Out (1964-present) 
e Pobol y Cwm (1974-present) 
e Ffeil (1995-present) 

e Newyddion (1982-present) 

e Satellite City (1996-1999) 

e Belonging (1999-2009) 

e The Bench (2001-2002) 

e First Degree (2002) 

e High Hopes (2002-2009) 

e Hospital 24/7 (2009-present) 
e Scrum V(1995-present) 


In addition to programming for Wales, networked productions from BBC Cymru Wales 
include: 


e Grand Slam (1978) 


The Life and Times of David Lloyd George (1981) 
Ennal's Point (1982) 

The District Nurse (1984-1987) 

Border Cafe 

e He Knew He Was Right (2004) 

e Doctor Who (2005-present) 

e Doctor Who Confidential (2005-2011) 

e Class (2016) 

The Chatterley Affair (2006) 

Torchwood (2006-2009) 

Torchwood Declassified (2006-2009) 

Tribe (2007) 

The Sarah Jane Adventures (2007-2011) 

Top Dogs (2009) 

Upstairs, Downstairs (2010 revival) (2010-2012) 


Sarah Jane's Alien Files (2010) 
Wizards vs Aliens (2012-2014) 


Casualty (2012-present) 
Independent commissions[edit] 


In addition to the in-house commissions, BBC Wales also commissions other 
independent companies to produce programmes. These include: 


For Wales: 


e Coal House (2007-2008) 
e The Wright Taste (2008) 
e Crash (2009-2010) 


For the UK: 


Shakespeare; The Animated Tales (1992, 1994) 
Casanova (2005) 

The Girl in the Café (2005) 

Life on Mars (2006-2007) 

Wide Sargasso Sea (2006) 

This Life + 10 (2007) 

Ashes to Ashes (2008-2010, spinoff of Life on Mars) 
Merlin (2008-2012) 

Being Human (2009-2013) 

Rhod Gilbert's Work Experience (2009-present) 
e Sherlock (2010-present) 

e Dirk Gently (2010 pilot, 2012 series) 


See also[edit] 


HIGSBBC portal 
Wales portal 


e Broadcasting House (Cardiff) 
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The official logo of the 
BBC National Orchestra of Wales 


The BBC National Orchestra of Wales performing in Trelew, Chubut Province, Argentina. 


The BBC National Orchestra of Wales (BBC NOW) (Welsh: Cerddorfa Genedlaethol 
Gymreig y BBC) is a Welsh symphony orchestra and one of the BBC's five 

professional radio orchestras. The BBC NOW is the only professional symphony 
orchestra organisation in Wales, occupying a dual role as both a broadcasting 

orchestra and national orchestra. The BBC NOW has its administrative base in Cardiff, at 
the BBC Hoddinott Hall on the site of the Wales Millennium Centre, since January 2009. 


The BBC NOW is the orchestra-in-residence at St David's Hall, Cardiff, and also performs 
regularly throughout Wales and beyond, including international tours and annual 
appearances at the Royal Albert Hall in London at the BBC Proms. Broadcasting work 
includes studio sessions for BBC Radio and television, although the orchestra’s concerts 
form the bulk of its broadcasts, transmitted primarily on BBC Radio 3 but also on BBC 
Radio Wales, BBC Radio Cymru and BBC television. The orchestra records many 
soundtracks for BBC television, including Doctor Who, Torchwood, Human Planet, 

and Earthflight. 


History[edit] 


Entrance to the BBC Hoddinott Hall 


The precursor ensemble of the BBC NOW was the Cardiff Station Orchestra, which was 
founded in 1924 and had developed into the National Orchestra of Wales by 1928. 
Funding problems resulted in the disbandment of this orchestra in 1931. In 1935, the 
BBC Welsh Orchestra was established as a 20-member ensemble, but the orchestra was 
dissolved with the advent of the Second World War in 1939. After the war, the BBC 
Welsh Orchestra was revived as a 31-member ensemble, with Mansel Thomas as its first 
principal conductor. In 1947, the BBC Welsh Chorus was founded as the affiliate chorus 
of the orchestra. The orchestra's ensemble size increased steadily, reaching 44 
musicians in the 1960-1961 season, 60 musicians in 1974, and 66 musicians in 1976, 
when the orchestra's name was changed to the BBC Welsh Symphony Orchestra. It 
reached a full symphonic complement of 88 players in 1987 before being reduced to its 
current level of 78 players in 2014 as part of BBC savings delivered by its current 
Director, Michael Garvey, who also made reductions to the administrative and 
management team through redundancies. In the 1970s, a new chorus to supplant the 
former BBC Welsh Chorus, the BBC Welsh Choral Society, was established. In 1993, the 
orchestra was renamed the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, to reflect more suitably its 
special role as both a national orchestra and a BBC Performing Group. In parallel, the 
chorus was renamed the BBC National Chorus of Wales. Both the orchestra and the 
chorus engage in outreach work through their Education and Community Outreach 
department, which creates access to the players and singers for Welsh schools, groups, 
communities and musicians of all abilities. 


The BBC Hoddinott Hall 


Tadaaki Otaka, principal conductor from 1987 to 1995, is currently the BBC NOW's 
conductor laureate. Richard Hickox, principal conductor from 2000 to 2006, was the 
orchestra's conductor emeritus until his death in November 2008. In July 2011, the BBC 
NOW announced the appointment of Thomas Sgndergard as its 14th principal 
conductor, effective with the 2012-2013 season, for an initial contract of 4 years.™2 In 
February 2016, the BBC NOW announced the further extension of S@ndergard's contract 
as principal conductor through "at least 2018". Søndergård formally concluded his 
tenure as principal conductor in July 2018. 


Past principal guest conductors have included Mariss Jansons, James Loughran and Jac 
van Steen. Francois-Xavier Roth was the past associate guest conductor of the BBC 
NOW. In December 2015, the BBC NOW announced the appointment of Xian Zhang as 
its next principal guest conductor, effective with the 2016-2017 season, with an initial 
contract of 3 years. She is the first female conductor named to a titled post with any 
BBC orchestra.& Past Composers-in-Association have included B Tommy 

Andersson. Huw Watkins is currently the BBC NOW's Composer-in-Association, 
contracted for the period of 2015-2018. Adrian Partington is the current artistic director 
of the BBC National Chorus of Wales. 


In November 2018, Ryan Bancroft first guest-conducted the BBC NOW, as an emergency 
substitute for Xian Zhang. He returned as guest conductor to the BBC NOW in May 
2019.2 In September 2019, the BBC NOW announced the appointment of Bancroft as its 


next chief conductor, effective with the 2020-2021 season, with an initial contract of 3 
years.” 


Previous Directors of the BBC NOW and the BBC National Chorus of Wales have included 
Huw Tregelles-Williams, David Murray (responsible for the building of Hoddinott Hall) 
and Michael Garvey. In September 2019, the BBC announced the appointment of Lisa 
Tregale as the new Director of the BBC NOW and the BBC National Chorus of Wales, 
effective in 2020. Tregale is the first woman to be named to the post. 


Discography[edit] 


In addition to its recording work for the BBC, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales has 
an extensive commercial discography with such labels as Chandos, Hyperion and Linn. 
21 These include recorded cycles of music of Lennox Berkeley and Michael 

Berkeley, Frank Bridge,2“ and Edmund Rubbra. Selections of the BBC NOW's 
discography include: 


e Tippett: The Rose Lake; Ritual Dances from The Midsummer Marriage [CHSA 5039 ]2&4 
e Elgar: Symphony No 2; /n The South (Alassio) [CHSA 5038] 

e Sullivan: Trial by Jury; Cox and Box [CHSA 10321] 

e Bridge: Orchestral Works, Vol. 6 [CHAN 10310] 

e Walton: Christopher Columbus; Hamlet and Ophelia [CHSA 5034]24 

e Parry: Works for Chorus and Orchestra [CHAN 10740] 

e Stravinsky: Ballet Russes 

e Holst: Orchestral Works, Vol. 1 [CHSA 5069] 


World Premieres[edit] 


Works premiered by the orchestra include: 


e 1936 - Grace Williams: Elegy for String Orchestra 

e 1936 - Arwel Hughes: Fantasia for Strings 

e 1947 - Grace Williams: "Sea Sketches" 

e 1950 - Grace Williams: Violin Concerto, soloist Granville Jones 

e 1950 - David Wynne: Rhapsody Concerto for Violin & Orchestra, soloist Jan Sedivka 

e 1950 - Alun Hoddinott: Concerto for Clarinet & String Orchestra, soloist Fred 
Clements 

e 1953 - David Wynne: Elegy for Solo Violin & Strings, soloist Jan Sedivka 

e 1955 - David Wynne: Prelude, Air & Dance 

e 1961 - David Wynne: A Welsh Suite 

e 1962 - Alun Hoddinott: "Job" 

e 1964 - David Wynne: Fantasia Concerto for Viola & Orchestra, soloist Geoffrey York 

e 1965 - David Wynne: Cymric Rhapsody No.1 

e 1967 - Grace Williams: Carillons, Concertino for Oboe & Orchestra, soloist Philip 
Jones (oboe) 

e 1967 - David Wynne: "Octad" 

e 1968 - David Wynne: Prelude for Orchestra 

e 1969 - Alun Hoddinott: "Nocturnes & Cadenzas", solist Raphael Sommer (cello) 

e 1972 - Alun Hoddinott: "The Hawk Is Set Free" 

e 1975 - Alun Hoddinott: "Landscapes" 


1978 - Alun Hoddinott: "Voyagers" 

1980 - Alun Hoddinott: "The Heaventree of Stars", soloist Christopher Warren-Green 
(violin) 

1981 - Alun Hoddinott: "Lanternes Des Morts" 

1984 - Alun Hoddinott: Symphony No.6 

1988 - Alun Hoddinott: "Tarantella", soloist leuan Jones (harp) 

1989 - Alun Hoddinott: "Songs of Exile", soloist Robert Tear (tenor) 

1989 - Alun Hoddinott: "Star Children" 

1989 - Alun Hoddinott: Symphony No.7 

1990 - Alun Hoddinott: "Emynau Pantycelyn" 

1993 - Alun Hoddinott: Symphony No.9 

1995 - Alun Hoddinott: Concerto No.2 for Violin & Orchestra, soloist Dong-Suk Kang 
(violin) 

1996 - Anthony Powers: Symphony No. 1 

1999 - Alun Hoddinott: Symphony No.10 

2002 - Alun Hoddinott: "Lizard" 

2004 - Alun Hoddinott: "Badger in the Bag" [Broch Ynghod] 

2004 - Alun Hoddinott: Trombone Concerto, soloist Mark Eager 

2007 - Giles Swayne: Symphony No.1 - a small world 

2007 - Alun Hoddinott: "Images of Venice", soloists Helen Field (Soprano), Jeremy 
Huw Williams (baritone) 

2007 - John McCabe: Horn Concerto (Rainforest IV), solist David Pyatt 

2009 - Alun Hoddinott: "Taliesin" 

2010 - Arvo Part: /n spe 

2010 - Arlene Sierra: Piano Concerto (Art of War) 

2010 - Simon Holt: Centauromachy, soloists Philippe Schartz (flugelhorn) and Robert 
Plane (clarinet) 

2011 - Christopher Painter: Furnace of Colours, soloist Claire Booth (Soprano) 
2011 - Mark Bowden: /yra 

2013 - Simon Holt: The Yellow Wallpaper 

2015 - B Tommy Andersson: Pan 

2016 - John Pickard: Symphony No 5 

2018 - Huw Watkins: Spring 


Principal conductors[edit] 


Warwick Braithwaite (1928-1931) 
Reginald Redman (1931-1935) 
Idris Lewis (1935-1939) 

Mansel Thomas (1946-1950) 
Rae Jenkins (1950-1965) 

John Carewe (1966-1971) 

Boris Brott (1972-1978) 

Bryden Thomson (1979-1982) 
Erich Bergel (1983-1985) 
Tadaaki Otaka (1987-1995) 
Mark Wigglesworth (1996-2000) 
Richard Hickox (2000-2006) 


e Thierry Fischer (2006-2012) 
e Thomas Søndergård (2012-2018) 
e Ryan Bancroft (designate, effective September 2020) 


Composers in association[edit] 


e Michael Berkeley (2001-2008) 
e Simon Holt (2008-2014) 


e B. Tommy Andersson (2014-2015) 
e Huw Watkins (2015-present) 


Resident composers[edit] 


e Mark Bowden (2011-present) 
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Broadcast area Wales 


Frequency FM: 93.0, 96.8, 104.9 MHz 
DAB 
Freeview: 720 (Wales only) 
Freesat: 715 
Sky (Wales): 0152 
Sky (Rest of UK): 0154 
Virgin Media: 936 


First air date 3 January 1977 


Format News, Music, Sport, Entertainment 


Language(s) Welsh 


Operator BBC Cymru Wales 


Owner BBC 


Webcast BBC iPlayer Radio 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/radiocymru 


BBC Radio Cymru is BBC Cymru Wales’ Welsh-language national radio network. It 
broadcasts two stations throughout Wales from studios 
in Cardiff, Bangor, Aberystwyth and Carmarthen on FM, DAB, digital TV and online. 


The main network broadcasts for 18 % hours a day from 5:30am to midnight with 
overnight programming simulcast from BBC Radio 5 Live after closedown. A second 
station, Radio Cymru 2, broadcasts on digital and online platforms, and provides 
separate breakfast programming for two hours every morning. 


The managing editor of BBC Radio Cymru is Rhuanedd Richards. 


Overview[edit] 


BBC Radio Cymru began broadcasting on the morning of Monday 3 January 1977, its 
first programme being an extended news bulletin presented at 6:45am by Gwyn 
Llewellyn and Geraint Jones. This was followed at 7am by the first edition of the 
breakfast magazine show Helo Bobol!, presented by Hywel Gwynfryn with contributions 
from a network of local reporters in studios across Wales. The first record played on 
Radio Cymru was Ffrindiau Bore Oes by Hergest. 


The station was the first broadcasting outlet dedicated wholly to programmes in Welsh, 
allowing much more airtime for such output than had previously been available on the 
old Radio 4 Wales (or its predecessors the Welsh Home Service and, before that, the 
BBC Welsh Regional Programme). 


At the time of the station's launch, it was the only radio service in the UK broadcasting 
exclusively on FM (VHF). Initially, the service was part-time and restricted to breakfast 
shows, extended news bulletins at breakfast, lunchtime & early evening and a number 
of off-peak opt outs from a sustaining Radio 4 Wales feed. 


In November 1979, Radio Cymru's programming was expanded to 65 hours a week, 
introducing mid-morning output on weekdays, along with a growing line-up of dramas, 
light entertainment and documentaries. The network continued to expand over the next 
two decades before achieving a continuous service of up to 20 hours a day. 


Later developments in the 21st century saw Radio Cymru introducing a nightly youth 
strand, C2, and regional opt-outs for South West Wales, which were axed in 2008 but 
later reintroduced to provide live commentary of Swansea City A.F.C. matches. The 
station has also been streaming online since January 2005.4 


Radio Cymru is similar in format to many "general" radio stations, with news 
programmes at breakfast (Post Cyntaf, 'First Post'), lunchtime (Taro'r Post - a debate- 
centred programme), and drive-time (Post Prynhawn, 'Afternoon Post’); together with 
presenter-driven sequences mixing music with chat to invited studio guests, calls from 


listeners, competitions etc. Radio Cymru also produces drama, features, current affairs, 
youth, and sports programming. 


Over the years, it has done much to promote the language, with its sports 
commentators coining new terms which later became accepted by Welsh linguists. One 
of its more unusual - and longest-running - programmes is Y 7a/wrn, a poetry 
competition in which teams must come up with poetry in specific styles on specific 
topics. 


Listening figures[edit] 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 124,000 listeners and a 
listening share of 2.1% as of December 2018.2 The average number of hours per 
listener is 9.1 hours a week.& 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Shan Cothi (Bore Cothi on weekday mornings) 

e Lisa Gwilym (Wednesday evenings, Radio Cymru 2 - Sunday breakfast) 
e Hywel Gwynfryn (Sunday afternoons) 

e Caryl Parry Jones (Radio Cymru 2 - Monday-Thursday breakfast) 

e Dai Jones (Ar Eich Cais) 

e Nia Roberts (Stiwdio) 

e Huw Stephens (Thursday evenings, Radio Cymru 2 - Friday breakfast) 


Radio Cymru 2[edit] 


On Monday 19 September 2016, BBC Cymru launched a second radio service, Radio 
Cymru Mwy (Radio Cymru More), as a trial pop-up station broadcasting for three months 
in the run-up to the station's 40th anniversary. Consisting of five hours of music-led 
entertainment programming each weekday, Radio Cymru Mwy was available on DAB in 
south east Wales and online.“ 


Six months after the station closed, BBC Cymru announced it would launch a permanent 
second station, Radio Cymru 2. The new service airs for two hours every morning on 
digital and online platforms, as a music and entertainment alternative to the main 
network, which airs the breakfast news programme, Post Cyntaf." 


BBC Radio Cymru 2 began broadcasting at 6.30am on Monday 29 January 2018. It airs 
as an opt-out service from 6.30am - 8.30am on weekdays, 7-9am on Saturdays and 8- 
10am on Sundays. The daily breakfast show broadcasts from Cardiff (Monday - 
Saturday) and Bangor (Sundays) with short news bulletins on weekdays from 
Aberystwyth. 


Transmitters and frequencies[edit] 
Main transmitters[edit] 


e Blaenplwyf: 93.1 e Llangollen: 104.3 
e Haverfordwest: 93.7 e Wenvoe: 96.8 


e Llanddona: 94.2 


RelayS[edit] 
e Aberdare: 93.6 e Llandecwyn: 93.8 


e Abergavenny: 103.5 e Llandinam: 96.1 


e Abertillery: 104.3 e Llandyfriog: 94.5 

e Betws-y-Coed: 92.6 e Llanfyllin: 95.7 

e Blaenavon: 104.1 e Llangeinor: 104.6 

e Brecon: 93.3 e Llanidloes: 92.5 

e Bryn Farteg: 93.3 e Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant: 103.8 
e Carmarthen: 93.3 e Llwyn-Onn: 92.7 

e Carmel: 104.6 e Llyswen: 104.4 

e Clyro: 92.4 e Long Mountain: 103.6 

e Conwy: 93.5 e Machynlleth: 93.8 

e Croeserw: 93.4 e Mynydd Pencarreg: 94.1 
e Cwmavon: 104.5 e Ogmore Vale: 95.0 

e Deiniolen: 92.5 e Penmaen Rhos: 92.8 

e Dolgellau: 94.5 e Pennar: 94.7 

e Ebbw Vale: 104.6 e Pontypool: 93.6 

e Ferndale: 104.9 e Porth: 104.5 

e Ffestiniog: 92.5 e Rheola: 92.6 

e Holywell: 104.7 e Rhymney: 104.9 

e Kilvey Hill: 104.2 e Ton Pentre: 93.2 


e Llandrindod Wells: 93.5 
See also[edit] 


e List of Celtic-language media 
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Broadcast area Wales 


First air date 13 November 1978 


Format News, music, sport, entertainment 


Language(s) English 


Operator BBC Cymru Wales 


Owner BBC 


Sister stations BBC Radio Cymru 


BBC Radio Cymru 2 


Webcast BBC iPlayer Radio 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/radiowales 


BBC Radio Wales is BBC Cymru Wales's national English language radio station. It 
began broadcasting on 13 November 1978, following the demise of the 'Radio 4 Wales' 
service (previously the Welsh Home Service) and BBC Radio 4's transformation into a 
national network, moving from medium wave to long wave. 


The station's managing editor is Colin Paterson.” 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 316,000 listeners and a 
listening share of 4% as of December 2018.7! 


History[edit] 


In November 1978, BBC Radio Wales and BBC Radio Scotland were created as distinct 
stations on the former Radio 4 Scottish and Welsh medium wave opt-out frequencies of 
810 and 882 kHz. They were initially part-time services, broadcasting for only 20 hours 
per week, and relaying Radios 2 and 4 at other times. However, the groundwork had 
been laid for both networks to gradually become full-time services. Radio Wales now 
broadcasts for up to 20 hours a day with a simulcast of the BBC World Service after 
closedown every night. 


BBC Radio Wales was preceded in the autumn of 1978 by four experimental local radio 
stations broadcasting for a single week: Radio Wrexham, Radio Deeside, 

Radio Merthyr and Radio Rhondda. They were broadcast using an RTÉ Outside 
Broadcast transmitter. The first editor of BBC Radio Wales was Teleri Bevan, a former 
producer for Radio 4 Wales. 


Radio Wales commenced broadcasting at 6.30am on Monday 13 November 1978 with 
the first edition of AM, a breakfast magazine show presented by Anita Morgan, which 
replaced the news-driven predecessor Good Morning Wales. Chris Stuart later took 
over AM, presenting the programme for almost a decade, before it was replaced by a 
revival of Good Morning Wales, which was again axed in May 2019. The other main 
presenters for the first decade on air included Mike Flynn, Vincent Kane, Noreen Bray 
and Alun Williams. 


By 1985, Roy Noble was also a regular daily voice, presenting weekday magazine shows 
for the station for 27 years. Old Radio 4 type continuity studios were modified to 
become 'self operated' by the early 1980s. Outside broadcasts from different towns in 
Wales were also introduced, with Mike Flynn and Alun Williams hosting a weekly three- 
hour live show on Friday mornings. 


BBC Radio Wales also started to embrace publicity similar to the type used by 
commercial radio stations in the UK. Other early presenters included Wyn Calvin, 
Maureen Staffer, Sylvia Horn, G. V. Wynne Jones (Geevers), Claire Vincent, Piet Brinton, 
Jackie Emlyn and Princess Anne's biographer Brian Hoey. 


Radio Gwent and Radio Clwyd opt-outs[edit] 


Following BBC Wales' experiments with community radio in 1978, two permanent opt- 
out services were developed in the North East and the South East. Radio Deeside was 
reopened in February 1980 in response to the closure of the Shotton steelworks. 


Its coverage area was expanded to the rest of Clwyd in October 1981 and the station 
was subsequently renamed BBC Radio Clwyd, broadcasting extended local news 
bulletins, a mid-morning show and occasional special programming from studios 

in Mold until its closure in October 1993. After the closure of Radio Clwyd, local bulletins 
for north-east Wales continued until 2002 - staff having moved from Mold 

to Wrexham in summer 1998. 


BBC Radio Gwent, based in Cwmbran, broadcast from 18 April 1983 until March 1991. 
Radio Gwent was available on FM, and since its closure has continued to relay the 
national Radio Wales service on the same FM frequencies to the Gwent area. Both of 
these stations operated at peak times only, and carried Radio Wales at other times.“ 


Regional opt-outs were later established for sports coverage, specifically live football 
commentaries involving Cardiff City in the South East, Swansea City in the South West 
and Wrexham in the North. 


Programmes[edit] 


BBC Radio Wales broadcasts each weekday from 5.30am - lam and from 5am - lam at 
weekends. The station simulcasts overnight programming from the BBC World 
Service after closedown every night. 


Weekday programming includes the flagship breakfast news magazine Radio Wales 
Breakfast with Claire Summers (Monday - Thursday), magazine shows with Jason 
Mohammad (Monday - Wednesday), Wynne Evans and Eleri Siôn, the evening show 
with Janice Long, and Chris Needs’ long-running Friendly Garden from 10pm-lam. 


Weekend programming includes Sunday afternoon shows with Lynn Bowles and Roy 
Noble, Adam Walton's new music show on Saturday nights, Ce/tic Heartbeat with Frank 
Hennessy and entertainment shows with comedians Chris Corcoran and Owen Money. 


Sports coverage[edit] 


A BBC Wales Sport radio booth 


Radio Wales Sport is broadcast on Saturdays, generally between 2pm and 7pm, during 
the football and rugby season (the programme is extended on occasions to include live 
commentary of early and late matches). 


Radio Wales Sport features localised FM commentary of Swansea City in the south west 
of Wales, Cardiff City in the south-east of Wales, and Wrexham in north Wales with a 
rolling service of match updates and results on medium wave. The station's 
commentators are led by BBC Wales football correspondent Rob Phillips and BBC Wales 
rugby correspondent Gareth Charles. The summarisers include former Wales football 
captain Kevin Ratcliffe and former Wales flanker Martyn Williams. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
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e Vicki Blight (Weekend early breakfast) 
e Lynn Bowles (Sunday afternoons) 

e Bethan Elfyn (Saturday evenings) 

e Wynne Evans (Weekday mornings) 


e Lisa Gwilym (Sunday nights) 

e Aled Jones (Sunday afternoons) 

e janice Long (Monday - Thursday evenings) 

e jason Mohammad (Monday - Wednesday mornings) 
e Owen Money (Money for Nothing, Solid Gold Sunday) 
e Chris Needs (Weekday nights) 

e Roy Noble (Sunday afternoons) 

e Eleri Siôn (Weekday afternoons) 

e Claire Summers (Radio Wales Breakfast - Monday - Thursday) 
e Carol Vorderman (Saturday mornings) 

e Adam Walton (Saturday nights, Science Cafe) 


Transmission[edit] 


For many years, Radio Wales was broadcast only on medium wave, using a 100 kilowatt 
transmitter broadcasting on 882 kHz from Washford in Somerset; the BBC considered 
that the Welsh language network BBC Radio Cymru would not have enough listeners to 
merit a medium wave frequency. The only exception was the opt-out service Radio 
Gwent, which from 1983 broadcast on two FM frequencies and simulcast most of Radio 
Wales' output outside of breakfast. When the station closed in 1991, the frequencies 
continued to relay Radio Wales. 


Since 1999, Radio Wales has been expanding its FM network, starting in areas 

like Cardiff and Wrexham, where there are a smaller proportion of Welsh language 
speakers. The medium wave transmitter at Washford was originally built to cover 
southern Wales and most of the West Country, and has a far greater coverage than its 
intended transmission area. It can be heard across the Bristol area, in much 

of Devon and northern Cornwall, as well as eastern and south eastern counties of 
Ireland. 


BBC Radio Wales commenced broadcasting from the Wenvoe transmitter on 6 
December 2011. This replaced the low power VHF transmitter on the Wenallt Hill, which 
had until then also broadcast BBC Wales VHF programme on 103.9 MHz to a limited 
area of South East Wales. The station is also broadcast on DAB Digital 

Radio and Freeview across Wales, as well as across the UK and Europe on satellite. 


On 24 October 2018, the station extended its FM coverage by taking over 32 relay 
transmitters, which previously carried BBC Radio 3. The changeover allowed an 
estimated 400,000 listeners to receive Radio Wales on FM, extending its reach to a 
potential 91% of households in Wales.“ 


Race discrimination case[edit] 


In 2001 presenter Lionel Kelleway won a case for racial discrimination against BBC 
Radio Wales, when they dropped his Landmark series, which won Sony Awards in 1991 
and 1992,” after around ten years, because of his English accent. 
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BBC Scotland 


G 


OAA Scotland 


BBC Scotland's area within the UK 


TV stations BBC One Scotland 
BBC Scotland 
BBC Alba 

Radio stations BBC Radio Scotland, 


BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


Headquarters BBC Pacific Quay, Glasgow 
Area Scotland 
Key people Donalda MacKinnon 


(Director, BBC Scotland) 


Launch date 1 January 1968 


Official website bbc.co.uk/scotland 


BBC Scotland is a division of the BBC and the main public broadcaster in Scotland. 


It is one of the three BBC national regions, together with BBC Cymru Wales and BBC 
Northern Ireland. Its headquarters are in Glasgow, it employs approximately 1,250 staff 
as of 2017, to produce 15,000 hours of television and radio programming per year. 


H Some £320 million of licence fee revenue is raised in Scotland, with expenditure on 
purely local content set to stand at £86 million by 2016-17. The remainder of licence 
fee revenue raised in the country is spent on networked programmes shown throughout 
the UK. 


BBC Scotland operates the regional variant of BBC One, the BBC Scotland channel, BBC 
Radio Scotland, as well as radio and television outlets, Radio nan Gaidheal and BBC 
Alba, which broadcasts in the Scottish Gaelic language. 


Early history[edit] 


The first radio service in Scotland was launched by the British Broadcasting Company on 
6 March 1923.2! Named 5SC and located in Bath Street in Glasgow, the services 
gradually expanded to include the new stations 2BD, 2DE and 2EH, based at Aberdeen, 
Dundee and Edinburgh respectively. Around 1927, the new Corporation, as the BBC 
now was, decided to combine these local stations into regions under the generic banner 
of the BBC Regional Programme. Regional programmes throughout the UK were merged 
to form the BBC Home Service in 1939, and, with a break for the Second World War, 
national opt outs remained on the station and its successor BBC Radio 4 until the 
establishment of a separate BBC Radio Scotland in November 1978. 


Television in Scotland began formally on 14 March 1952 using the 405-line television 
system broadcast from the Kirk o'Shotts transmitter.“ In the beginning all programmes 
came from London but some with Scottish content were made using an Outside 
Broadcast Unit. Eventually, BBC Scotland established the right to "opt out" of the 
network more and more. When BBC Two arrived in Scotland in 1966 (having begun in 
London two years earlier and spread across the country), broadcasts began in black and 
white on 625-lines CCIR System | from the Black Hill transmitter. BBC Two upgraded 

to PAL colour in 1967 (including Scotland) across the UK, with BBC One (network 
programmes only at first, with local output still in black-and-white) and STV following in 
December 1969, and in 1971, BBC Scotland's Queen Margaret Drive Studio "A" in 
Glasgow became one of the first regional studios in Britain to upgrade to colour. 


In September 1998, BBC Choice Scotland was launched as BBC Scotland's first digital 
service.“ 


For many years, BBC Scotland has tried to increase the number of programmes it 
makes to be shown on the networks. This ambition was greatly aided by the move of 
BBC Scotland's headquarters in 2007 from Queen Margaret Drive to BBC Pacific 
Quay where state of the art digital studios were built and by the decision of the BBC 
centrally to move a number of programme departments, such as Children's, out of 
London. 


Current services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC Scotland broadcasts three television services to Scottish audiences. BBC One 
Scotland is a separate channel able to opt out of the network feed of BBC One to 
broadcast its own schedule of regional programming in addition to networked 
productions. The flagship news programme Reporting Scotland is presented by Laura 
Miller and Sally Magnusson. 


BBC Scotland operates BBC Alba, broadcasting programming in Gaelic for up to seven 
hours a day. The channel is a joint partnership between BBC Scotland and MG Alba and 
is available across the UK on satellite services. Prior to digital switchover, some Gaelic 
programming was carried on BBC Two Scotland, however this ceased following the 
switchover. 


Thirdly, the BBC Scotland channel commenced broadcasting at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday 24 
February 2019. On 22 February 2017, director general Tony Hall announced plans to 
launch a dedicated English-language BBC Scotland channel in 2018, which would 
replace the BBC Two Scotland opt-out. It would broadcast from 7:00 p.m. to midnight 
nightly, and feature a lineup composed entirely of new and archived Scottish 
programming, including a new hour-long 9:00 p.m. weeknight newscast that will be 
produced from Scotland. The proposed newscast been considered a response to the 
perennial proposals for a local opt-out of the BBC News at Six. Hall also announced that 
the BBC would increase its overall spending on factual and drama productions in 
Scotland by £20 million annually.“ The BBC Scotland channel was approved 

by Ofcom in June 2018, and subsequently launched on 24 February 2019. The channel 
is allocated £32 million in annual funding, and its SD variant has displaced BBC Four on 
the Freeview EPG. 


Radio[edit] 


BBC Scotland also operates two radio stations covering Scotland: BBC Radio 

Scotland and BBC Radio nan Gaidheal. The former broadcasts English programming 24 
hours a day on the frequencies 92-95 FM and 810 MW. The station has specific 
programming opt outs for Orkney and Shetland in addition to regional news opt outs for 
four additional sub regions - North East, Highlands & Islands, South West and 

Borders. BBC Radio nan Gaidheal in contrast is a Gaelic-language station broadcasting 
for the majority of the day on 103.5-105 FM and simulcasting Radio Scotland's MW 
service at other times. 


Online and interactive[edit] 


BBC Scotland operates a mini site on BBC Online consisting of a portal to Scottish news, 
sport, programmes and items of cultural interest through BBC Online. The department 
also provides content from Scotland on these subjects to the website and for the BBC 
Red Button interactive TV service. 


BBC Scotland previously offered a podcast download of the top news items of the 
week and the online streaming of several key sections of output. However following 
the widespread introduction of the BBC iPlayer service, which allowed the streaming 
and download of nearly all BBC programmes including news, these services were 
discontinued as defunct. 


BBC The Social is a digital content stream from BBC Scotland aimed at 18-34 year olds. 
Working with new and emerging talent, The Social develops daily content on a range of 
subjects including issues, comedy, music, lifestyle and gaming. Launched in December 
2015, The Social won a Royal Television Scotland award for Best Digital Innovation in 
2016 and another RTS Innovation Award in 2018 for the shortform drama Kidder. 


In June 2018, the BBC announced the formation of a third "digital hub" in Glasgow, 
which will facilitate design and engineering of BBC digital platforms." 


Studios - past and present[edit] 


BBC Scotland's former headquarters on Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow 


When BBC Television first came to Scotland, there were no dedicated studios and 
Scotland shared an outside broadcast unit with BBC North in Manchester. Apart from a 
limited news service, all programmes about Scotland had to be transmitted from 
London and had to have an appeal to a UK audience. 


When the new commercial broadcaster, Scottish Television, was about to arrive in 1957, 
BBC Scotland managed to produce slightly improved news coverage by a complicated 
arrangement involving the newsroom in Queen Margaret Drive in the west of the city 
and the former Black Cat Cinema in Springfield Road in the east where the White 
Heather Club was made. 


In the early 60s, the BBC acquired land adjacent to its Queen Margaret Drive base and 
eventually three colour studios were built together with significant radio facilities and a 
Film Unit with its own film processing. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra and the 
BBC Scottish Radio Orchestra had access to a large sound studio - Studio 1. 


A constant theme of the early days of BBC Scotland was where its headquarters should 
be sited - Edinburgh or Glasgow? On a number of occasions, Edinburgh had victory 
snatched from its grasp. 


BBC Pacific Quay at the River Clyde 


BBC Scotland's headquarters are currently located at BBC Pacific Quay on the banks of 
the River Clyde in Glasgow." The studio centre was constructed between 2004 and 
2006 and was opened in 2007.42 Designed by David Chipperfield"! and reportedly 
costing £188 million,“221 the studio contains three television studios and five radio 
studios as well as the first HD newsroom used by the BBC.” 


Upon the launch of the BBC in Scotland in 1923, the service originally occupied Rex 
House at 202 Bath Street, Glasgow, before moving to properties in Blythswood Square 
and subsequently in West George Street. In 1929, the decision was made to move the 
headquarters operation to Queen Street, Edinburgh, where the Edinburgh station had 
been based since 1924251 following a move from the original 79 George Street 
premises.2! However, in 1935 the headquarters operation moved back to Glasgow as it 
accompanied the Glasgow station at North Park House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, 
near to the Glasgow Botanic Gardens.251 BBC Scotland remained based at these 
premises until the move to Pacific Quay in 2007.22 The Edinburgh operation remained 
on Queen Street until the move to The Tun in April 2002.25 The Tun building is near to 
the Scottish Parliament building and contains television and radio studios in addition to 
a newsroom. 


In addition to the Glasgow and Edinburgh bases of the broadcaster, BBC Scotland also 
has offices and studios located 

in Aberdeen, Dundee, Portree, Stornoway, Inverness, Selkirk, Dumfries, Kirkwall and Ler 
wick. Of these, the latter two locations operate radio opt-outs from BBC Radio Scotland 
while the Aberdeen, Inverness, Selkirk and Dumfries newsrooms produce local radio 
bulletins for the North East, Highlands & Islands, Borders and South West respectively. 


In addition to these premises, BBC Scotland operates a drama productions studio 
at Dumbarton on the site of a disused whisky distillery. It is the main Scottish drama 
facilities where programmes such as Still Game and River City are recorded. "3 Also, 


the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra is resident at Glasgow City Halls"? having been 
based at Queen Margaret Drive until 2006. 


Programming[edit] 
See also: List of television programmes produced by BBC Scotland 


BBC Scotland continues to produce a high number of local programmes for the Scottish 
audiences. Its flagship news & current affair programmes are Reporting 

Scotland and Scotland 2016 which provides over an hour of content each weekday. 
Drama in the form of River City. With sport on Radio Scotland, along with Sportscene, 
cover a large number of local sports including football, rugby and bowls. BBC Scotland 
also produces over 20 hours of comedy programmers for radio and television. While 
features and documentaries is BBC Scotland's biggest output, with The Beechgrove 
Garden, Landward, Sport Monthly, The Adventure Show, The Mountain, BBC Scotland 
Investigates and many other covering all aspect of Scottish life. 


Output for the British network has included such recent high-profile dramas 

as Shetland, Hope Springs, Waterloo Road and Single Father. BBC Scotland also 
produces a high number of gamesshows which feature The National Lottery Draws. BBC 
Scotland also produces the Scottish opt-out sections of British-wide programmes such 
as Sunday Politics and Children in Need. 


Until 2010, a high number of Gaelic programmes were broadcast on BBC One and Two 
Scotland before transferring over to BBC Alba. Its flagship programmes, which both 


started in 1993, are Dé a-nis? and Eòrpa. Eòrpa hit the headlines in May 2008, specially 
mentioned in the Scottish Broadcasting Commission's report. 'It was intriguing to note 
that without fail at every one of our public events, BBC2 Scotland's Eorpa programme 
was raised, unsolicited, and by non-Gaelic speakers, as an example of a positive, well- 
respected programme’ - Blair Jenkins, Chair - Scottish Broadcasting Commission.22 and 
continued to be given a broadcast on BBC Two Scotland as the only Gaelic programme 
to do so. 


Past programmingd[edit] 


Over the years, BBC Scotland made a number of well Known and much loved radio and 
television programmes both for the BBC networks and for transmission in Scotland only. 
In television these were known within the BBC as "opt out" programmes. 


At teatime in the beginning, there was A Quick Look Round with Leonard Maguire. Then 
from 1968, as well as the flagship evening news programme Reporting 

Scotland presented by Mary Marquis and Douglas Kynoch with contributions from 
Renton Laidlaw in Edinburgh and Donny B MacLeod in Aberdeen, there were popular 
current affairs series like, Compass, Checkpoint with Professor Esmond Wright 

and Magnus Magnusson, Person to Person with Mary Marquis, Current Account, Public 
Account and Agenda. 


Many comedy series have been made including Scotch and Wry, Rab C. Nesbitt, Naked 
Video and Still Game, while with dramas included Hamish Macbeth, Monarch of the 
Glen, and Sutherland's Law. In recent years, BBC Scotland comedy shows such as Mrs. 
Brown's Boys,231 Two Doors Down"251 and Mountain Goats?6272811291301 have been 
lambasted by critics. 


BBC Scotland has produced two highly controversial programmes, Scotch on the 
Rock®" and Secret Society, with the latter resulting in BBC Scotland being raided by 
the police. 


Television continuity announcers[edit] 


BBC Scotland started using their own television continuity announcers voicing over 
specific BBC Scotland station idents for all evening and weekend afternoon junctions 
around 1977. Before this, announcers only introduced occasional opt-outs, which 
resulted in the London announcer being heard most of the time. The announcers were 
"self-op" - they had to speak and press the buttons to change the sound and picture and 
cue in telecine (film), videotape recordings (VTR) and live programmes. 


From 1979, their duties were expanded to cover reading the lunchtime news bulletin in 
vision at 12:40, just before the network Midday News at 12:45. 


There was one announcer who was never seen. Robert Logan was also a Conservative 
local councillor. Consequently, he never read the news summaries, nor did he ever give 
his name at closedown. From 1985, the announcing team started doing a news 
summary just before children's programmes at around 15:53, and within a few weeks, 
additional news summaries at 21:25 were introduced. From 31 October 1988, newsroom 
staff started to read the news summaries instead of the announcers. 


Inevitably, though, viewers started to spot their little idiosyncrasies. Mark Stephen often 
came perilously close to sending up programmes with his good-natured humour; links of 
his included: 


Peter Cushing stars in our late night horror film in 50 minutes. First on BBC 
One Scotland, Dougie Donnelly rises from the grave with today's football 


action in Sportscene. 


Controllers and heads[edit] 


Directors and Controllers of BBC Scotland: 


e Herbert A. Carruthers (1923), Glasgow 5SC Station Director 

e David Cleghorn Thomson (1926-33), Northern Area Director (incl N. Ireland), then 
from 1928 Scottish Regional Director 

e Moray McLaren (1933) 

e Melville D. Dinwiddie (1933-57), Controller, Scotland from 1948 

e Andrew Stewart (1957-68) 

e Alasdair Milne (1968-73), later BBC Director General2# 

e Robert Coulter (1973-75) 

e Alastair Hetherington (1975-78), former editor of The Guardian newspaper 

e Patrick Ramsey (1978-82) 

e Patrick Chalmers (1982 - December 1991) 

e John McCormick (January 1992 - April 2004) 

e Ken MacQuarrie (April 2004 - 2016), Director, Scotland from 2009 

e Donalda MacKinnon (December 2016 - present) 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e Scottish Broadcasting Commission 
e Audience Council Scotland 

e Saorview 

e Public Account 

e Reporting Scotland 
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BBC Radio Scotland 


BI BIC. 


RADIO 
Scotland 
City Glasgow 
Broadcast area Scotland 
Frequency FM: 92.5-94.7 MHz 


AM: 585 and 810 kHz 

DAB: 11B, 11C and 12D 
Freeview: 719 (Scotland only) 
Freesat: 712 

Sky: 0116 (UK only) 

Virgin Media: 930 RDS: BBC SCOT 


First air date 23 November 1978 


Format News, music, sport, talk 


Language(s) English 


Operator BBC Scotland 


Owner BBC 


Sister stations BBC Radio nan Gàidheal 


BBC Radio Orkney 
BBC Radio Shetland 


Webcast BBC iPlayer Radio 
Website bbc.co.uk/radioscotland 


BBC Radio Scotland is BBC Scotland's national English-language radio network. It 
broadcasts a wide variety of programmes. It replaced the Scottish BBC Radio 4 opt-out 
service of the same name from 23 November 1978." 


History[edit] 
Main article: BBC Home Service 


The first BBC Radio Scotland broadcast was on 17 December 1973, two weeks earlier 
than planned. 


BBC Radio Scotland was founded as a full-time radio network on 23 November 1978. 

&1 Previously it was possible only to opt out of BBC Radio 4, and the service was known 
as Radio 4 Scotland or, formally on air, as "BBC Scotland Radio 4". The establishment of 
a separate network was made possible when Radio 4 became a fully UK-wide network 
when it moved from medium wave to long wave and new VHF (FM) transmitters were 
brought into service so that Radio 4 and Radio Scotland no longer had to share on FM. 
However it was not until the early 1990s that Radio 4 was available on FM across all of 
Scotland so for its first decade on air, the station only broadcast during the day so that 
Radio 4 could be heard on Radio Scotland's transmitters in the evening to compensate 
for poorer AM reception after dark. 


Programmes[edit] 


The station broadcasts a wide range of programming, including news, debate, music, 
drama, comedy and sports. 


News and current affairs[edit] 


News and current affairs programming has always constituted the dominant part of BBC 
Radio Scotland's schedules, especially on weekdays. In addition to regular, mostly 
hourly, news bulletins, the station broadcasts a wide range of longer, more in-depth 
news and current affairs strands. 


Good Morning Scotland (weekdays, 0600-0900) is Scotland's longest-running radio 
programme and one of the most popular in the country, providing regular news, sport, 
business, travel and weather bulletins along with interviews and in-depth reports in a 
manner similar to BBC Radio 4's Today programme, but from a Scottish perspective. It 
also features the daily religious slot Thought for the Day, again similar to that broadcast 
on Radio 4's Today programme. 


The other daily news and current affairs strands are the Morning Call phone-in with Kaye 
Adams and Louise White (0900-1200), John Beattie (1200-1330) and Newsdrive (1600- 
1830). BBC Radio Scotland also air live First Minister's Questions from the Scottish 


Parliament (Thu, 1200-1230 (MW)) and Brian Taylor's Big Debate hosted by BBC 
Scotland's political editor and is in a similar format to Question Time (Fri, 1215-1300). 


Weekend current affairs programming includes weekend editions of Good Morning 
Scotland (0800-1000), Shereen (Sat, 1000-1200) and Business Scotland (Sat, 0600- 
0630, repeated Sun, 0730-0800). During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Scotland 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live programmes (0100-0600 daily). 


Music[edit] 


Radio Scotland's music output is designed to cater for a wide range of tastes. Daily 
programmes include The Janice Forsyth Show (1400-1600), Get /t On (1830-2100 (FM)) 
and The lain Anderson Show (2300-0100). 


From Monday to Friday, the 2100-2300 slot on FM is held by various music programmes 
through the week. On Monday, Vic Galloway hosts new bands and new music. Tuesday 
is home to Another Country with Ricky Ross. The Jazz House on Wednesday presents a 
range of jazz music and on Thursdays Edith Bowman presents The Quay 

Sessions featuring live music from the foyer of BBC Radio Scotland. Repeats of Another 
Country and The Jazz House are broadcast on Friday evenings. 


Weekend programming includes Ricky Ross (Sun, 1000-1200) with music and celebrity 
guests, Take the Floor (Sat, 1900-2100) and Ree/ Blend with cèilidh music, Pipeline (Sat, 
2100-2200) with piping music presented by Gary West, Travelling Folk (Sun, 1900- 
2100) which features traditional music old and new, Classics Unwrapped (Sun, 2100- 
2300) and Music Through Midnight with Billy Sloan (Sat, 2200-0100 and Sun, 2300- 
0100). 


Sport[edit] 


As with BBC Radio 5 Live nationally, BBC Radio Scotland carries most of the major 
sporting events linked to its coverage area, holding non-exclusive rights to the Scottish 
Premier League and producing several editions of its Soortsound programme ona 
multitude of frequencies on Saturdays during the season. The station also broadcasts 
live commentaries from both of Scotland's domestic football cup competitions, Scotland 
football internationals and European games affecting Scottish teams and the rugby 
union Six Nations championships. 


Alongside the main live coverage, Radio Scotland also produces popular sporting 
magazine shows such as football fanzine Off the Ball and the multi-sports 

programme Sports Nation, presented by former Scotland rugby player, John Beattie. 
Every weekday evening during the football season, Sportsound also broadcasts on MW, 
1810-19.00, looking at different aspects of Scottish football in tandem with live games. 


Local opt-outs[edit] 


BBC Radio Orkney and BBC Radio Shetland both air a half-hour daily news programme 
- Around Orkney (0730-0800) and Good Evening Shetland (1730-1800). During the 
winter months, this is supplemented for both areas by an hour-long programme, 
broadcast Monday-Friday, between 1805-1900. 


Local news and weather bulletins are broadcast from news studios in Selkirk, Dumfries, 
Aberdeen and Inverness on weekdays at 0630, 0730, 0830, 1230, 1630 and 1730. 


Notable presenters/[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

W independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (January 2018) 


e Shereen Nanjiani (news) 

e Graham Stewart (news) 

e Kaye Adams (news) 

e John Beattie (sport) 

e Stuart Cosgrove (sport) 

e Tam Cowan (sport) 

e Richard Gordon (sport) 

e Archie Fisher (music) 

e Vic Galloway (music) 

e Jim Gellatly (music) 

e Cathy MacDonald (music) 

e Tom Morton (music) 

e Robbie Shepherd (music) 

e Ricky Ross (music) 

e Gary West (music) 

e Mary Ann Kennedy (lifestyle, features and documentaries) 
e Fred MacAulay (lifestyle, features and documentaries) 

e Sally Magnusson (lifestyle, features and documentaries) 
e Jackie Brambles 


Past presenters[edit] 


e Dougie Anderson 
e Colin Bell 

e Ken Bruce 

e Andy Cameron 

e Armando lannucci 


e Jimmie Macgregor 
e Anne MacKenzie 


e jimmy Mack 
e Eddie Mair 


e Brian Morton 

e lain Purdon 

e Charles Nove 

e Sheena McDonald 
e Ken Sykora 

e Jim Traynor 

e Kirsty Young 


Heads of Radio, Scotland[edit] 


The title "Head of Radio, Scotland" was applied to cover not only the Radio Scotland 
service but also BBC Scotland's radio productions for other networks. 


Years 
served 


H.R.S. 
1978-1979 | John Pickles 
1980-1983 | Christopher Irwin 
1983-1987 | Stan Taylor 
1987-1992 | Neil Fraser 


1992-1996 | James Boyle 


1996-2000 | Ken MacQuarrie 


Maggie 


200077005 Cunningham 


2005-2017 | Jeff Zycinski 


AOT Gareth Hynes 
present 
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BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


RADIO NAN GAIDHEAL 


Broadcast area Scotland FM, DAB, TV 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Language(s) 


Former 


callsigns 


Owner 


Webcast 


United Kingdom BBC iPlayer, TV 
Worldwide BBC iPlayer 


FM: 103.5-105 MHz 


DAB 

Freeview: 720 (Scotland only) 
Freesat: 713 (110) 

Sky (UK only): 0139 (143) 


Virgin Media: 934 


1985 


News, Entertainment, Speech, Showbiz 


Scottish Gaelic 


BBC Radio Nan Eilean 
BBC Air A'Ghaidhealtachd 


BBC Scotland 


BBC iPlayer Radio 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/radionangaidheal 


BBC Radio nan Gaidheal is a Scottish radio station, broadcasting in Scottish Gaelic. It 
is operated by the BBC as part of its portfolio of television and radio services 
in Scotland. 


The station is available from FM transmitters throughout Scotland: its service licence 
states that "BBC Radio nan Gaidheal should be available every day for general reception 
across Scotland on FM"; it can also be heard on digital television platforms, DAB Digital 
Radio, and online. 


BBC Radio nan Gaidheal programmes are also broadcast (with an in-vision graphical 
overlay) on the Scottish Gaelic digital television channel BBC Alba during periods when 
the channel is not carrying television programmes.”! 


History[edit] 
Main article: BBC Home Service 


Scottish Gaelic-language programming has been transmitted in Scotland since 1923, 
and the BBC's Gaelic-language department was established in 1935. Launching on 17 
May 1976, BBC Radio Highland produced a range of Gaelic programming - BBC Radio 
na Gaidhealtachd - and on 5 October 1979 the Scottish Gaelic service BBC Radio nan 
Eilean was established in Stornoway. On 1 October 1985, these two separate services 
united to form Radio nan Gaidheal.“ The main base for Radio nan Gaidheal is on 
Seaforth Road in Stornoway, having moved in June 2014 from the Church Street studios. 


Coverage([edit] 


Radio nan Gàidheal broadcasts for over 90 hours every week,” and joins BBC Radio 
Scotland's medium-wave feed when they close transmission.“ Radio nan Gàidheal now 
frequently broadcasts important Scottish football matches providing Gaelic 
commentary. 


Radio nan Gaidheal shows are available for 30 days after most recent broadcast on BBC 
iPlayer and on the BBC's website. 


Podcasts of some shows are available from the BBC website and on iTunes for some 
time after transmission. These include two programmes aimed at learners of the 
language, entitled Letter to Gaelic Learners and The Little Letter, the latter being a 
more basic version of the former.” Both letters are also available at learngaelic.net, 
with transcripts. 


Funding[edit] 


The service budget for 2009 was £3.9m with a change of any more than 10% requiring 
approval of the BBC Trust. The service budget in 2011 was almost the same as 2009 at 
£3.8m and requires the same controls as previous licences. This funding comes from 
the BBC Trust, the governing body of the BBC which is operationally independent of 
management and external bodies.22 As is the same with all BBC Radio and TV stations, 
the channel is funded by the licence fees gathered. 


Programming[edit] 
News and talk programmesf[edit] 
News[edit] 


The news (Scottish Gaelic: Naidheachdan) is broadcast in three-minute bulletins five 
times a day during the week and three times a day on a Saturday. 


Shows containing other local and national news include: 


Aithris an Fheasgair - Local and national news. 

Aithris na Maidne - The main morning news and current affairs programme of Radio 
nan Gàidheal. Presented by Seumas Dòmhnallach, Dòmhnall Moireasdan, lain 
Macllleathain, Angela Nicllleathain and Innes Rothach. It covers a wide news 
agenda, encompassing national and international affairs, Highland and Island issues 
and issues pertaining specifically to the Gàidhealtachd. 


Current affairs and Drivetime[edit] 


Coinneach MacÌomhair - Daily topical programme with light-hearted reflections and 
fun along with debates, discussions and deliberations about the news. Presented by 
Kenneth Maciver (Coinneach MacÌomhair) from the Stornoway studio. 

Siubhal gu Seachd le Pluto - Drive time show containing entertainment and the 
latest news with Derek 'Pluto' Murray. 


Music programmesl[edit] 


A' Mire ri Moir - Presented by Mòrag Dhòmhnallach (MacDonald). Traditional Gaelic 
music and general chat every weekday from BBC studio in Inverness. 

Caithream Ciùil - Daily afternoon programme featuring Celtic music and interviews 
presented by Mairead MacLennan and Seonag Monk. 

Fàilte air an Dùthaich (Welcome to the country) - Country music from the Ness to 
Nashville from Radio nan Gàidheal's studio in Pacific Quay in Glasgow every week. 
Mac'illeMhìcheil - Weekly Gaelic and country music show presented by lain 
Mac'illeMhìcheil (John Carmichael), with his guests from the Glasgow studio. 

Na Dùrachdan (The Wishes) - Music request show where listeners can request songs 
by telephone, internet and email. Presented from Inverness. 

Oran an Là - Five minute broadcast containing a "Song for the Day". 

Rapal- show dedicated to new music including rock and pop, currently presented by 
Emma Maclnnes. 


Other programmes[edit] 


Aileag - Gaelic children's programme featuring modern-day and Celtic music, 
interviews and information. It is a weekly show, first broadcast on Friday then 
repeated on Saturday. Aileag is broadcast from the BBC's Stornoway studio and first 
started in 1992. It is presented by Karen Mhoireasdan (Morrison) & Janice Anne 
Mackay. 

Beag air Bheag - Educational programme for Gaelic learners, presented by John 
Urquhart. 

Feasgar - Lunchtime show including news, debate, music and entertainment, 
presented by Cathy MacDonald. 


e Dèanamaid Adhradh - Weekly religious programme. 

e Spòrs na Seachdain (Week's Sport) - Weekly sports programme. It broadcasts local, 
national and international sport with John Morrison. It is presented from Pacific Quay 
in Glasgow. Guests include Radio Personality of the Year 2008, Derek Murray, 
former Eòrpa reporter and spòrs commentator Derek Mackay and Ailig O'Henley and 
Ailean "Shabby" Macdonald. 


See also[edit] 


e List of Celtic-language media 
e RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta - An Irish sister station. 


e BBC Alba - The BBC's Gaelic television channel. 
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BBC Radio Orkney 


EYES RADIO ORKNEY 


City Kirkwall 


Broadcast Orkney 
area 
Frequency 93.7 MHz 


First air date 9 May 1977" 


Format News, Music, Sport, Talk 


\w58.9753°N 


Transmitter - 
3.0842°WCoordinates: ‘#58.9753°N 


coordinates 


3.0842°W 
Operator BBC Scotland 
Owner BBC 


Sister stations BBC Radio Scotland 
BBC Radio Shetland 
BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


Website Schedules listing 


BBC Radio Orkney is a local opt-out of BBC Radio Scotland for the Orkney Islands, 
which is based in Castle Street, Kirkwall, Orkney, in Scotland. 


Depending on the time of year, there are either two or three broadcasts per day on 
weekdays on the BBC Radio Scotland frequency: the flagship breakfast 

programme Around Orkney, a short lunchtime news at 12:54pm featuring local news 
and weather for Orkney and Shetland, and Radio Orkney's Evening Programme. 


Programming[edit] 
Around Orkney{edit] 


Around Orkney is a news programme broadcast weekday mornings from 7:30 to 8:00am 
(opting out from BBC Radio Scotland's Good Morning Scotland), featuring local news, 
weather, travel, sport, daily diary, job opportunities and mart reports. Every Wednesday 
there is a "Postbag" section featuring letters sent in by listeners. Radio Orkney 
produced their first-ever outside broadcasts in summer 2007, from the County Show 
and the Parish Cup Final.” 


Radio Orkney's Evening Programme{edit] 


Radio Orkney's Evening Programme (often referred to as just the evening programme) 
is a programme broadcast from 6:10 to 7:00pm from Monday-Thursday between the 
months of October and May. There are various programmes on the evening schedule, 
including the regular Monday night Bruck programme (swaps and appeals), a folk 
music programme (Tuesday Fo/k)!), a country music programme (On The 

Border), Whassigo (described as "an Orcadian Call My Bluff"), Classic 

Concert (archive local recordings) and the annual Ba Quiz. 


Friday Requests[edit] 


Friday Requests is broadcast on Friday evenings throughout the year. The programme is 
identical in structure to the Radio Orkney programme except that it plays music which 
residents of Orkney have requested through the week via phoning a request line, 
usually dedicated their requests.” 


History[edit] 


Celtic rock band Wolfstone wrote a signature tune for BBC Radio Orkney. However, it 
was ultimately unused and appeared on their second album The Chase (1992) as its 
first track, "Tinnie Run". 
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BBC Radio Shetland 


EIEN RADIO SHETLAND 


City Lerwick 
Broadcast area Shetland 
Frequency 92.7 MHz 


RDS: BBC SHET 


First air date 9 May 19774 

Format News, music, sport, talk 
Operator BBC Scotland 

Owner BBC 


Sister stations BBC Radio Scotland 


BBC Radio Orkney 
BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


Website Schedule listing 


BBC Radio Shetland is an opt-out service of BBC Radio Scotland, covering 
the Shetland Islands, Scotland. The station's studio is located in Pitt Lane, Lerwick. 
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BBC Northern Ireland 


BI BIC) 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
io 


BBC Northern Ireland's area within the UK 


TV stations BBC One Northern Ireland 
BBC Two Northern Ireland 


Radio BBC Radio Ulster 
stations BBC Radio Foyle 


Headquart Broadcasting House, Ormeau 


ers Avenue, Belfast, Northern Ireland 


Area Northern Ireland (also widely available in 


the Republic of Ireland) 


Official 

[Website 
BBC Northern Ireland (Irish: BBC Thuaisceart Eireann; Ulster-Scots: BBC Norlin Airlan) 
is a division of the BBC and the main public broadcaster in Northern Ireland. 


www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland 


It is one of the three BBC national regions, together with BBC Scotland and BBC Cymru 
Wales. Based at Broadcasting House, Belfast, it provides television, radio, online 

and interactive television content. BBC Northern Ireland currently employs 700 people, 
largely in Belfast. 


BBC Northern Ireland has two TV channels - BBC One Northern Ireland, BBC Two 
Northern Ireland; and two radio stations - BBC Radio Ulster and BBC Radio Foyle. 


Television[edit] 


Broadcasting House, Belfast, Headquarters of the BBC in Northern Ireland. 


BBC Northern Ireland operates two television stations; 


e BBC One Northern Ireland 
e BBC Two Northern Ireland 


Prior to 27 October 2006, BBC Two NI was a digital only service while BBC Two Northern 
Ireland was available on analogue transmission. Since 28 October 2006, BBC Two 
Northern Ireland has been the on-air name for both services which have been merged. 


BBC Northern Ireland has its own team of continuity announcers which introduce the 
vast majority of programmes on BBC One and BBC Two in Northern Ireland. 


BBC Northern Ireland makes some of its own programmes itself. However, unlike the 
radio stations, the television stations’ content is for the most part identical to that 
broadcast by the BBC One and BBC Two channels in England. Some network 
programmes may however be time-shifted to make room for more local programming. 
Most local programmes are broadcast on BBC One Northern Ireland. 


Regional television[edit] 


e BBC Newsline is the regional news service. Its main presenters are Donna 
Traynor and Tara Mills. The main bulletin is from 18.30-19.00 with shorter bulletins 


at 13.30 and 22.30. Summaries are also broadcast during Breakfast and the early 
afternoon. 

e regional political programmes, notably Spotlight, The View, Nolan Live 

e regional arts programmes; 

e specialist coverage of events such a visit by Queen Elizabeth Il, or a cross border 
visit by a dignitary such as the President of Ireland, or a distinguished overseas 
visitor such as the US President. There is coverage of the Orange parades on 12 
July, St. Patrick's Day parades on 17 March, etc. 


Networked productions[edit] 


As well as programmes intended purely for a regional audience, BBC Northern Ireland 
also produces programmes for national consumption on the BBC's channels across the 
UK. The main part of BBC Northern Ireland's network productions are in comedy and 
drama.! This has included producing the high-profile drama series Messiah. 


BBC Northern Ireland is also involved in co-productions with other broadcasting 
networks, most notably with the Irish broadcaster RTE. 


Republic of lreland[edit] 


e BBC One Northern Ireland and BBC Two Northern Ireland are widely available across 
the border in the Republic of Ireland. These channels are carried on pay-TV 
platforms in the Republic including Sky Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland, Magnet 
Networks, SCTV and Crossan Cable. BBC One NI and BBC Two NI are also available in 
the Republic via signal overspill by Freeview in counties near the Northern Ireland 
border. Similarly, prior to the digital switchover in 2012, they were available in these 
areas via analogue television. 

e Additional BBC channels such as BBC Four, BBC News, and BBC World News, are 
also available within the Republic of Ireland via a free-to-air satellite receiver or, in 
some areas near the border, via overspill from the Freeview service.2!] Leading 
subscription TV providers also carry these channels. 

e On 1 February 2010 the Republic of Ireland's Minister for Communications Eamon 
Ryan signed an agreement with the UK's Ben Bradshaw. This agreement has 
enabled viewers within Northern Ireland to watch RTE One, RTE_ 

Two and TG4 on Freeview after the digital switchover took place in 2012." 


Radio[edit] 


BBC Northern Ireland operates two radio stations: 


e BBC Radio Ulster, on 92-95 FM and 1341 Medium Wave, which broadcasts 
throughout Northern Ireland, and 

e BBC Radio Foyle, on 93.1 FM and 792 Medium Wave, which broadcasts to the North 
West of Northern Ireland 


BBC Northern Ireland takes part in the 'Regionalisation' of some of the BBC's national 
radio output. Until 2012, for example, Radio 1 split the home nations on Thursday 
morning from midnight to 2-am, with Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland broadcasting their own shows to showcase regional talent. The Radio 1 session 
from Northern Ireland was last presented by Phil Taggart from Omagh. 


Online[edit] 


BBC Northern Ireland's online service provides News, Sport, Schools, Learning and 
Programme information for television and radio programmes. It provides a streaming 
audio service for Radio Ulster and Radio Foyle as well as every programme on demand 
for up to a week after transmission. bbc.co.uk/northernireland/ is part of BBC Online and 
operated from the Belfast base. It also provides multi platform interactivity for TV 
programmes including the annual Schools' Cup Rugby union and Gaelic Athletic 
Association finals. 


BBC Experience[edit] 


In recent years BBC Northern Ireland in conjunction with Libraries NI, have launched an 
interactive road show visiting libraries across Northern Ireland. The road show allows 
people to learn more about day-to-day life in the BBC as well as allowing them to take 
part in activities such as presenting the news or weather, starring in a radio drama or 
making jingles. For the majority of the days, there is an outside broadcast from BBC 
Radio Ulster's Hugo Duncan. 


Programmes[edit] 


Significant regional programmes[edit] 
Radio[edit] 


e Good Morning Ulster 
e The Nolan Show 

e Gardeners’ Corner 

e Talkback 

e Country Afternoon 


e Evening Extra 
e Sunday Sequence 


Television[edit] 


e BBC Newsline 


e Spotlight 
e The View 


e The Blame Game 


e Beauty Queen & Single 
Television news bulletins[edit] 


e Ulster Mirror (1950s) 

e Scene Around Six (1969 - September 1984) 

e Inside Ulster (September 1984 - 12 February 1996) 

e Newsline 6.30/Newsline/BBC Newsline (12 February 1996 to date) 


Selection of network programmes[edit] 


e Ballykissangel (late 1990s) 
e Gunpowder, Treason and Plot, historical drama 


e Holy Cross 

e Messiah (Crime Drama) 

e Murphy's Law 

e The Ambassador (late 1990s) 
e Patrick Kielty Almost Live®! 


Sports[edit] 
Rugbyledit] 


In 2010 BBC Northern Ireland with RTE Sport, TG4 and BBC Alba bought the rights 
for Celtic League rugby. Setanta Sports had held the Irish and Scottish rights from 
2004 to 2009. 


Irish League football[edit] 
BBC NI provide coverage of Irish League football. 


Languages[edit] 


Although BBC Northern Ireland broadcasts primarily in English, there is some 
programming in Irish Gaelic and Ulster Scots. Radio Ulster carries a daily programme in 
Irish and there is an Irish language section on BBC Northern Ireland's website, where 
reference is made to "BBC Thuaisceart Eireann". There are also occasionally TV 
programmes in Irish. Programmes are also broadcast in Ulster Scots, though with much 
less frequency. 


There is a weekly radio programme for the Chinese community in Northern Ireland 
which broadcasts in Cantonese, called "Wah Yan Jee Sing”. 


Technicalfedit] 


BBC Blackstaff House 


The BBC television and radio stations are broadcast primarily from 

the Divis (500 kW), Limavady and Brougher Mountain transmitters. Both transmitters 
receive the BBC stations via a satellite feeds and each transmitter has a wealth of relay 
transmitters to provide analogue service to areas not served by their respective main 
transmitter. 


BBC Northern Ireland have a radio link from their studios in Belfast which allows mobile 
on-location news crews to hear the studio; the test tone is known as the "commbeep". 


TV Studios[edit] 


BBC Northern Ireland has three main television studios located in Belfast. There are two 
small studios located in the BBC Broadcasting House in Belfast. These are home to BBC 
Northern Ireland's regional news and current affairs programmes. They are around 
2,000 sq ft (190 m?) each and are called Studio B and Studio 1. 


The largest of the studios is called Studio A which is located in the BBC Blackstaff House 
on Great Victoria Street in Belfast. The studio measures 6,000 sq ft (560 m?). Studio A 
has been home to the award winning local sitcom Give My Head Peace. Nolan Live for 
BBC One NI airs live from Studio A. It was announced in June 2019 that the BBC quiz 
show "Mastermind" would be recording their 2019 shows in Studio A during July 2019. 


BBC NI broadcasters[edit] 
Former BBC NI broadcasters[edit] 


e Gerry Anderson - former presenter of The Gerry Anderson Show on BBC Radio 
Ulster, a unique voice in broadcasting without a script. 

e Gloria Hunniford - former BBC NI presenter now well-known national personality 
working in network programmes based in London 

e Patrick Kielty - comedian. 

e Colin Murray - Talksport presenter and former BBC Radio 1 DJ started with BBC 
Radio Ulster as a presenter on the Across the Line programme 

e Sean Rafferty - former presenter of Scene Around Six and Inside Ulster, evening 
news programmes broadcast until the mid-1990s, as well as BBC Radio Ulster news 
programmes, now a BBC Radio 3 music presenter 

e Suzanne Virdee - former news reporter and presenter of BBC Newsline and /nside 
Ulster and former radio presenter on BBC Radio Ulster now based 
in Birmingham presenting BBC Midlands Today 


Current BBC NI broadcasters[edit] 


e Hugo Duncan - presenter of Country Afternoon on BBC Radio Ulster 

e Jackie Fullerton - BBC Northern Ireland's principal football commentator 

e Stephen Nolan - presenter of The Nolan Show on BBC Radio Ulster, Nolan Live on 
BBC One NI and a weekend phone-in programme on BBC Radio Five Live 

e Noel Thompson 

e Donna Traynor - presenter on BBC Newsline 

e Mark Carruthers 
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External links[edit] 
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Co This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
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BBC Radio Ulster 


[BI BIC! 


RADIO AQ 


City Belfast 


ULSTER 


Broadcast area Northern Ireland 


Frequency FM: 92-95 MHz 
MW: 1341 kHz and 873 kHz 
DAB 
Freeview: 719 (NI only) 
Freesat: 716 
Sky (UK only): 0118 
Virgin Media: 932 
Virgin Media Ireland: 906 
Online: [1] 


First air date 1 January 1975 
Format News, Music, Sport, Comedy 


Owner BBC, 
BBC Northern Ireland 


Webcast WMA 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/radioulster 


BBC Radio Ulster (Irish: BBC Raidió Uladh) is the main Northern Ireland BBC radio 
stations, broadcasting from Broadcasting House on Ormeau Avenue in Belfast city 
centre. It is a division of BBC Northern Ireland. 


It is the most widely listened to radio station in Northern Ireland ™ with a wide range of 
programmes including news, talk, features, music and sport. News bulletins are 
broadcast usually on the hour seven days a week from 6:30 am until midnight. 


BBC Radio Ulster was established in January 1975, replacing what had been an opt-out 
of BBC Radio 4 (previously the BBC Northern Ireland Home Service) and as a result of 
the BBC's widely regarded under-reporting of the UWC Strike in May 1974. 


An opt-out of the station exists in Derry BBC Radio Foyle, carrying alternative 
programming and news for much of the time between 7:30am and 5:00pm weekdays 
and a few hours at the weekend. The station is also broadcast on DAB Digital Radio, 
digital television and on the internet. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Ulster 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live programming (weekdays from 12:00am-6:30am, Saturdays 
from 12:00am-6:45am and Sundays from 12:00am-7:00am). 


Funding[edit] 


The BBC reported in the Annual Report for 2017/18 that Radio Ulster and Radio Foyle 
operated on a budget of £17.6 million with a 38% reach of the population and that the 
cost per hour of output was 5.8pence. 12 


Programmes[edit] 

e Across the Line ¢ Good Morning Ulster 
e Kerry McLean e Jazz Club 

e Blas e On Your Behalf 

e Country Afternoon with Hugo Duncan e Sounds Classical 

e Evening Extra e Sunday Sequence 

e Gardener's Corner e Radio Ulster Folk Club 


e Ralph McLean 
e Talkback 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Wendy Austin 

e Tina Campbell (newsreader) 
e Sean Coyle 

e William Crawley 

e Hugo Duncan 

e Gerry Kelly 

e Kim Lenaghan 

e Linda McAuley 

e Tim McGarry 

e Kerry McLean 

e Brian D'Arcy 

e Ralph McLean 

e Marie-Louise Muir 

e Stephen Nolan 

e Angie Phillips (weather presenter) 


e Rigsy 
e John Toal 


e Linley Hamilton 
e Mickey Bradley 
e Seamus McKee 


References[edit] 


2. ^ http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/reports/pdf/ 
bbc_annualreport 201718.pdf 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Ulster at BBC Online 
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Coordinates: t 55.005512°N 7.325885°W 


BBC Radio Foyle 


[BI BIC! 


RADIO Ad 


City 


Broadcast area 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Webcast 


Website 


FOYLE 


Derry 


County Londonderry, 


Northern Ireland 


FM: 93.1 MHz 

MW: 792 kHz 
Freeview: 720 (NI only) 
Freesat: 717 

Sky: 0152 (NI only) 
Virgin Media: 933 
Online: [1] 


11 September 1979 


News, Music, Sport 


BBC, 
BBC Northern Ireland 


WMA 


www.bbc.co.uk/radiofoyle 


BBC Radio Foyle (Irish: BBC Raidió Feabhail) is a BBC Northern Ireland local radio 
station, serving County Londonderry in Northern Ireland. It is named after the River 
Foyle which flows through Derry, the city where the station is based. The station 


broadcasts from BBC' 


s Northland Road studios on 93.1 FM and 792 MW in Derry, County 


Londonderry. There is also a small television studio based there used for interviews with 
the interviewee sitting in front of a CSO screen which normally has a live view of Derry. 
Since it broadcasts from a point close to the County Donegal (Republic of Ireland) and 
County Londonderry border it includes some coverage of the former county. 


It is an opt-out from BBC Radio's main Northern Ireland service, BBC Radio Ulster. BBC 
Radio Foyle's weekday schedule begins at 7:00am and continues until 5:00pm. 


Programmes[edit] 


e Caschlar e Stephen McCauley 
e Stephen McCauley (Electric Mainline) ("Afternoon Show") e The Friday Show 

e The Breakfast Show 

e News bulletins including sport, News at One and Sportsound 

e Rejoice 


Weekend opt-out programmes[edit] 


Local news summaries are broadcast on Saturdays and Sundays every hour between 
0900 and 1300, plus at 1500 on Sunday afternoons. Previously BBC Radio Foyle did 
their own Saturday Afternoon Sports Show but now just carry Sportsound as BBC Radio 
Ulster, The local religious programme Rejoice with James McClelland continues to air on 
Sundays from after the 4.00pm news until 5.00pm. Between 0655 and 0100, all other 
programmes are broadcast from Radio Ulster. Between 0100 and 0655, Radio 5 

Live programming is simulcast. 


Digital[edit] 


BBC Radio Foyle is available online and is carried on Freeview in Northern Ireland 
(occupying the slot held by BBC Radio nan Gaidheal in Scotland and by BBC Radio 
Cymru in Wales). It was not initially available on DAB digital radio, however; the 
Northern Ireland multiplex licence only requires carriage of Radio Ulster. 


In June 2010, the BBC announced a trial scheme under which Radio Foyle would be 
available on DAB as a part-time sidecar station to Radio Ulster, using a similar format as 
the part-time longwave-programming optouts of BBC Radio 4 on the BBC National 

DAB multiplex. During this trial, the bitrate of Radio Ulster would drop during Foyle's 
separate broadcast hours, with Foyle carried as a split audio stream in the remaining 
space; outside of split shows, the full bitrate would revert to Radio Ulster. 


When the Digital One ensemble commenced broadcasting in Northern Ireland certain 
stations that used Digital One in the rest of the UK left the Northern Ireland ensemble, 
leaving space for Radio Foyle to broadcast in Stereo without the need for the Radio 
Ulster capacity to be split. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Northern Ireland 
e BBC Radio Ulster 


e BBC Radio 
References[edit] 
1. ^ "12/07/2015, Rejoice - BBC Radio Foyle". BBC. 


2. ^ Carey. "DAB Ensembles Worldwide - Latest News & Updates". www. wohnort. org. 
3. ^ Carey. "DAB Ensembles WorldWide - UK Local & Minimuxes". www.wohnort.org. 
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BBC World Service 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


For the BBC television network, see BBC World News. 


"World Service" redirects here. For other uses, see World Service (disambiguation). 


BBC World Service 


BIBIC 


WORLD 
SERVICE 


Type Radio 


broadcasting news, speech, discussions 


Country United Kingdom 


Availability Worldwide 


"The World's Radio Station" 
Slogan 


"The BBC's international radio station" 


Headquart Broadcasting House, London 


ers 


Broadcast Worldwide 
area 


Owner BBC 


Key people Jamie Angus (Director) 


Launch 19 December 1932 
date 

Former BBC Empire Service 
names 


BBC Overseas Service 


External Services of the BBC 


Webcast Web Stream 


Live Streaming - Internet Schedule 


e HTTP stream (56 Kbps MP3) 

e HLS stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 

e HLS stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 

e DASH stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Official BBC World Service 
website 


The BBC World Service is the world's largest international broadcaster, which 
broadcasts radio news, speech and discussions in more than 40 languages! to many 
parts of the world on analogue and digital shortwave platforms, internet 

streaming, podcasting, satellite, DAB, FM and MW relays. In November 2016 the BBC 
announced again that it would start broadcasting in additional languages 

including Amharic and Igbo, in its biggest expansion since the 1940s.” In 2015 World 
Service reached an average of 210 million people a week (via TV, radio and online). 

51 The English-language service broadcasts 24 hours a day. 


The World Service is funded by the United Kingdom's television licence fee, limited 
advertising™ and the profits of BBC Studios.’ The service is also guaranteed £289 
million (allocated over a five-year period ending in 2020) from the UK government. The 
World Service was funded for decades by grant-in-aid through the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office of the British Government"! until 1 April 2014.5% 


BBC World Service English maintains eight different regional feeds with several program 
variations, covering, respectively, East and South Africa; West and Central 

Africa; Europe and Middle East; Americas and Caribbean; East Asia; South 

Asia; Australasia; United Kingdom. There are also two separate online-only streams with 
one being more news-oriented, known as News /nternet. 


The controller of BBC World Service English is Mary Hockaday.") 


History 
Further information: Timeline of the BBC World Service 


The BBC World Service began in 1932 as the BBC Empire Service, broadcasting 

on shortwave”! and aimed principally at English-speakers across the British Empire. In 
his first Christmas Message (1932), King George V characterised the service as intended 
for "men and women, so cut off by the snow, the desert, or the sea, that only voices out 
of the air can reach them".“ First hopes for the Empire Service were low. The Director 
General, Sir John Reith said in the opening programme: 


Don't expect too much in the early days; for some time we shall transmit comparatively 
simple programmes, to give the best chance of intelligible reception and provide 
evidence as to the type of material most suitable for the service in each zone. The 
programmes will neither be very interesting nor very good. nua 


This address was read out five times as the BBC broadcast it live to different parts of 
the world. 


On 3 January 1938 the first foreign-language service was launched—in Arabic. 
Programmes in German started on 29 March 1938, and by the end of 1942 the BBC had 
started broadcasts in all major European languages. As a result, the Empire Service was 
renamed the BBC Overseas Service in November 1939, supplemented by the addition 
of a dedicated BBC European Service from 1941. Funding for these services—known 
administratively as the External Services of the BBC—came not from the 

domestic licence-fee but from government grant-in-aid (from the Foreign Office budget). 


[citation needed) 


The External Services broadcast propaganda during the Second World War of 1939- 
1945. Its French service Radio Londres also sent coded messages to the French 
Resistance. George Orwell broadcast many news bulletins on the Eastern 

Service during World War II.!*5!28171 


By the end of the 1940s the number of broadcast languages had expanded and 
reception had improved, following the opening of a relay in modern-day Malaysia and of 
the Limassol relay in Cyprus in 1957. On 1 May 1965 the service took its current name 
of BBC World Service.“ It expanded its reach with the opening of the Ascension 
Island relay in 1966, serving African audiences with a stronger signal and better 
reception, and with the later relay on the Island of Masirah in Oman. 


In August 1985 the service went off-air for the first time when workers went on strike in 
protest at the British government's decision to ban a documentary featuring an 
interview with Martin McGuinness of Sinn Féin. 


Subsequently, financial pressures decreased the number and the types of services 
offered by the BBC. Audiences in countries with wide access to Internet services have 
less need for terrestrial radio.'%2"eee4 Broadcasts in German ended in March 1999, after 
research showed that the majority of German listeners tuned into the English-language 
service. Broadcasts in Dutch, Finnish, French, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese 

and Malay stopped for similar reasons. 


On 25 October 2005, the BBC announced that broadcasts 

in Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Greek, Hungarian, Kazakh, 

Polish, Slovak, Slovene and Thai would end by March 2006, to finance the launch in 
2007 of television news-services in Arabic and Persian. 

u1 Additionally, Romanian broadcasts ceased on 1 August 2008.2" 


In January 2011 the closure of the Albanian, Macedonian, Portuguese for Africa, Serbian, 
and English for the Caribbean services was announced. aru This reflected the 
financial situation the Corporation faced following transfer of responsibility for the 
Service from the Foreign Office, so that it would in future have been funded from within 
licence-fee income. The Russian, Ukrainian, Mandarin Chinese, Turkish, Vietnamese, 
Azerbaijani, and Spanish for Cuba services ceased radio broadcasting, and the Hindi, 
Indonesian, Kyrgyz, Nepali, Swahili, Kinyarwanda and Kirundi services ceased shortwave 
transmissions. The British government announced that the 

three Balkan countries““““2 had wide access to international information, and so 
broadcasts in the local languages had become unnecessary. As part of the 16% budget 
cut, 650 jobs were eliminated .22221 


Operation 


The BBC World Service is located in Broadcasting House, London. 


The Service broadcasts from Broadcasting House in London, which is also headquarters 
of the Corporation. It is located in the newer parts of the building, which contains radio 
and television studios for use by the various language services. The building also 
contains an integrated newsroom used by the international World Service, the 
international television channel BBC World News, the domestic television and radio BBC 
News bulletins, the BBC News Channel and BBC Online. 


Bush House in London was home to the World Service between 1941 and 2012. 


At its launch, the Service was located along with most radio output in Broadcasting 
House. However, following the explosion of a parachute mine nearby on 8 December 
1940, it relocated to premises away from the likely target of Broadcasting House.2! The 
Overseas service relocated to Oxford Street while the European service moved 
temporarily to the emergency broadcasting facilities at Maida Vale Studios.) The 
European services moved permanently into Bush House towards the end of 1940, 
completing the move in 1941, with the Overseas services joining them in 1958.25% Bush 
House subsequently became the home of the BBC World Service and the building itself 
has gained a global reputation with the audience of the service.228 However, the 
building was vacated in 2012 as a result of the Broadcasting House changes and the 
end of the building's lease that year; the first service to move was the Burmese 
Service on 11 March 201228 and the final broadcast from Bush House was a news 
bulletin broadcast at 11.00GMT on 12 July 2012. 2z2sus013u 


The BBC World Service encompasses an English 24-hour global radio network and 
separate services in 27 other languages. News and information is available in these 
languages on the BBC website, with many having RSS feeds and specific versions for 
use on mobile devices, and some also offer email notification of stories. In addition to 
the English service, 18 of the language services broadcast a radio service using 

the short wave, AM or FM bands. These are also available to listen live or can be 
listened to later (usually for seven days) over the Internet and, in the case of seven 
language services, can be downloaded as podcasts. News is also available from the BBC 
News ‘app’, which is available from both iTunes and the Google Play Store.22 In recent 
years, video content has also been used by the World Service: 16 language services 
show video reports on the website, and the Arabic and Persian services have their own 
television channels. TV is also used to broadcast the radio service, with local cable and 
satellite operators providing the English network (and occasionally some local language 
services) free to air. The English service is also available on digital radio in the UK and 
Europe. 231/41 


Traditionally, the Service relied on shortwave broadcasts, because of their ability to 
overcome barriers of censorship, distance, and spectrum scarcity. The BBC has 
maintained a worldwide network of shortwave relay stations since the 1940s, mainly in 
former British colonies. These cross-border broadcasts have also been used in special 
circumstances for emergency messages to British subjects abroad, such as the advice 
to evacuate Jordan during the Black September incidents of September 1970. These 
facilities were privatised in 1997 as Merlin Communications, and later acquired and 
operated as part of a wider network for multiple broadcasters by VT_ 

Communications (now part of Babcock International Group). It is also common for BBC 


programmes to air on Voice of America or ORF transmitters, while their programming is 
relayed by a station located inside the UK. However, since the 1980s, satellite 
distribution has made it possible for local stations to relay BBC programmes. 


The World Service aims to be "the world's best-known and most-respected voice in 
international broadcasting, thereby bringing benefit to the UK, the BBC, and to 
audiences around the world",2= while retaining a "balanced British view" of international 
developments. Like the rest of the BBC, the World Service is a Crown corporation of 
the UK Government. For the financial year 2011-12, it received £255.2 million.84 In 
addition to broadcasting, the Service also devotes resources to the BBC Learning 
English programme. 28 


Involvement in the 2010 Kyrgyz revolution 


In 2011, a BBC Kyrgyz service newsreader and producer Arslan Koichiev resigned from 
his BBC post after revelations and claims of involvement in the Kyrgyzstan revolution of 
April 2010. He had been based in London, but often traveled to Kyrgyzstan and used 
BBC resources to agitate against President Kurmanbek Bakiyev, appearing on a Kyrgyz 
radio station under a pseudonym with a disguised voice. One of the leaders of the 
revolution, Aliyasbek Alymkulov, named the producer as his mentor and claimed that 
they had discussed preparations for the revolution.2 According to independent news 
agency Fergana News "Mr Alymkulov claimed that Koichiev arranged secret meetings 
"through the BBC" and organised the march at the presidential palace on 7 April 

2010" sa 


Languages 

See also: BBC Arabic, BBC Bangla, BBC Hausa, BBC Nepali, BBC Brasil, BBC Mundo, BBC 
Persian, BBC Punjabi, BBC Russian Service, BBC Somali Service, BBC Ukrainian, and BBC 
Urdu 


This table lists the various language services operated by the BBC World Service with 
start and closure dates, where known/applicable, 224121 
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Languag Website 
e /notes 


Burmese 
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Steve Titherington - BBC World Questions broadcasting from Budapest 


The World Service in English mainly broadcasts news and analysis. The mainstays of the 
current schedule are Newsday, World Update, Newshour and The Newsroom. There are 
daily science programmes: Health Check, the technology programme Click and Science 
in Action. At weekends, some of the schedule is taken up by Sportsworld, which often 
includes live commentary of Premier League football matches. Other weekend sport 
shows include The Sports Hour and Stumped, a cricket programme co-produced with All 
India Radio and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. On Sundays the international, 
interdisciplinary discussion programme The Forum is broadcast. Outlook is a human 
interest programme presented by Matthew Bannister and Jo Fidgen, which was first 
broadcast in July 1966 and presented for more than thirty years by John 

Tidmarsh. Trending describes itself as "explaining the stories the world is sharing..." 
Regular music programmes were reintroduced with the autumn schedule in 2015. Many 
programmes, particularly speech-based ones, are also available as podcasts. 


Previous radio programming in English 


This section needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
es challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BBC World 

Service" - news " newspapers = books " scholar " JSTOR (December 

2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Previous broadcasts included popular music programmes presented by John Peel and 
classical music programmes presented by Edward Greenfield. There have also been 
religious programmes, of mostly Anglican celebration and often from the Church of St._ 
Martin in the Fields, weekly drama, English-language lessons, and comedy including /ust 
A Minute. Other notable previous programmes include Letter from America by Alistair 
Cooke, which was broadcast for over fifty years; Off the She/f with its daily reading from 
a novel, biography or history book; A Jolly Good Show, a music request programme 
presented by Dave Lee Travis; Waveguide, a radio reception guide; and The Merchant 
Navy Programme, a show for seafarers presented by Malcolm Billings. 


Since the late 1990s, the station has focused more on news, with bulletins added every 
half-hour following the outbreak of the Iraq War. 


News 


News is at the core of the scheduling. A five-minute bulletin is generally transmitted at 
01 past the hour, with a two-minute summary at 30 past the hour. Sometimes these are 
separate from other programming, or alternatively made integral to the programme 
(such as with The Newsroom, Newshour or Newsday). During such time slots as 
weeknights 11pm-12am GMT and that of Sportsworld, no news summaries are 
broadcast. As part of the BBC's policy for breaking news, the Service is the first to 
receive a full report for foreign news.“ 


The station also publishes a Global News podcast twice a day (once on weekends), of 
around 30 minutes. The podcast is comparable to an edition of The Newsroom but 
without the five-minute reading of the news. Between 2007 and 2015 it was 
downloaded more than 300 million times. 


The BBC World Service in English employs a team of seven announcers and 
newsreaders. 


e David Austin 

e Julie Candler 

e Jonathan Izard 

e Stewart Macintosh 
e Marion Marshall 

e Sue Montgomery 


e Jerry Smit 

The following relief newsreaders can also be heard on the network: 

e Gareth Barlow e Fiona MacDonald 
e Chris Berrow e Eileen McKue 
e Charles Carroll e Neil Nunes 

e Rosemary Crick e John Shea 

e Justine Greene e Debbie Russ 
e David Harper 

e Nick Kelly 

Availability 

Africa 


The BBC World Service website lists more than 80 FM stations in Africa which broadcast 
BBC content. The BBC World Service broadcasts a few hours in the morning and evening 
on shortwave to Africa from Ascension Island, Mauritius, South Africa, the UK, 
Madagascar and the UAE. Broadcasts have traditionally come from the UK, Cyprus, the 
large BBC Atlantic Relay Station on Ascension Island, and the smaller Lesotho Relay 
Station and Indian Ocean Relay Station on Seychelles. A large part of the English 
schedule is taken up by specialist programming from and for Africa, for example Focus 
on Africa and Africa, Have Your Say. In the 1990s, the BBC added FM facilities in many 
African capital cities. 


Americas 


BBC World Service is available by subscription to Sirius XM's satellite radio service in the 
United States.“2 Its Canadian affiliate, Sirius XM Canada does the same in Canada. More 
than 300 public radio stations across the US carry World Service news broadcasts — 
mostly during the overnight and early-morning hours— over AM and FM radio, 
distributed by American Public Media (APM). The BBC and Public Radio 

International (PRI) co-produce the programme The World with WGBH Radio Boston, and 
the BBC was previously involved with The Takeaway morning news programme based 
at WNYC in New York City. BBC World Service programming also airs as part of CBC 
Radio One's CBC Radio Overnight schedule in Canada. 


BBC shortwave broadcasts to this region were traditionally enhanced by the Atlantic 
Relay Station and the Caribbean Relay Company, a station in Antigua run jointly 

with Deutsche Welle. In addition, an exchange agreement with Radio Canada 
International gave access to their station in New Brunswick. However, "changing 
listening habits" led the World Service to end shortwave radio transmission directed to 
North America and Australasia on 1 July 2001.5452 A shortwave listener coalition formed 
to oppose the change.=! 


The BBC broadcasts to Central America and South America in several languages. It is 
possible to receive the Western African shortwave radio broadcasts from eastern North 


America, but the BBC does not guarantee reception in this area. It has ended its 
specialist programming to the Falkland Islands but continues to provide a stream of 
World Service programming to the Falkland Islands Radio Service. 


Asia 


For several decades, the World Service's largest audiences have been in Asia, the 
Middle East, Near East and South Asia. Transmission facilities in the UK and Cyprus were 
supplemented by the former BBC Eastern Relay Station in Qman and the Far Eastern 
Relay Station in Singapore, formerly in Malaysia. The East Asian Relay Station moved 
to Thailand in 1997 when Hong Kong was handed over to Chinese sovereignty. The 
relay station in Thailand was closed in January 2017; currently, relay stations in 
Singapore and Oman serves the Asian region. Together, these facilities have given the 
BBC World Service an easily accessible signal in regions where shortwave listening has 
traditionally been popular. The English shortwave frequencies of 6.195 (41m band), 
9.74 (31m band), 15.31/15.36 (19m band) and 17.76/17.79 (16m band) MHz were 
widely known. On 25 March 2018, the long-established shortwave frequency of 

9.740 MHz was changed to 9.900 MHz. 


The largest audiences are in 

English, Hindi, Urdu, Nepali, Bengali, Sinhala, Tamil, Marathi and other major languages 
of South Asia, where BBC broadcasters are household names. The Persian service is 
the de facto national broadcaster of Afghanistan, along with its Iranian audience. The 
World Service is available up to eighteen hours a day in English across most parts of 
Asia, and in Arabic for the Middle East. With the addition of relays in Afghanistan and 
Iraq these services are accessible in most of the Middle and Near East in the evening. In 
Singapore, the BBC World Service in English is essentially treated as a domestic 
broadcaster, easily available 24/7 through long-term agreement with MediaCorp Radio. 
For many years Radio Television Hong Kong broadcast BBC World Service 24/7 but as of 
4 September 2017 only broadcasts the station at night. In the Philippines, DZRJ 810 

AM broadcasts the BBC World Service in English from 12:00-05:00 PHT (GMT+8). 


Although this region has seen the launch of the only two foreign language television 
channels, several other services have had their radio services closed as a result of 
budget cuts and redirection of resources. 22241 


Japan and Korea have little tradition of World Service listening, although during the 
1970s to 1980s, shortwave listening was popular in Japan. In those two countries, the 
BBC World Service was only available via shortwave and the Internet. As of September 
2007, a satellite transmission (subscription required) became available by Skylife 
(Channel 791) in South Korea. In November 2016, the BBC World Service announced it 
plans to start broadcasts in Korean. BBC Korean, a radio and web service, started on 25 
September 2017.58% 


Jamming 

Further information: Radio jamming and Radio jamming in China 

The Soviet Union, Iran, Iraq and Myanmar/Burma have all jammed the BBC in the 
past. Mandarin was heavily jammed by the People's Republic of China until shortwave 


transmissions for that service ceased but China continues to jam transmissions 
in Uzbek’ and has since started to jam transmissions in English throughout Asia. “221 


Europe 


The BBC World Service is broadcast in Berlin on 94.8 MHz. FM relays are also available 
in Ceske Budjovice, Karlovy Vary, Plzen, Usti nad Labem, Zlin and Prague in the Czech 


Republic, Riga, Tirana and Vilnius. A BBC World Service channel is available on DAB+ in 
Brussels and Flanders and Amsterdam, the Hague, Utrecht and Rotterdam. Following a 

national reorganisation of DAB multiplexes in October 2017, the station is available on 

DAB+ across the whole of Denmark. 


The World Service employed a medium wave transmitter at Orfordness to provide 
English-language coverage to Europe, including on the frequency 648 kHz (which could 
be heard in parts of the south-east of England during the day and most of the UK after 
dark). Transmissions on this frequency were stopped on 27 March 2011, asa 
consequence of the budgetary constraints imposed on the BBC World Service in the 
2010 budget review. A second channel (1296 kHz) traditionally broadcast in various 
Central European languages, but this frequency has also been discontinued and in 2005 
it began regular English-language transmissions via the Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM) 
format. This is a digital shortwave technology that VT expects to become the standard 
for cross-border transmissions in developed countries. The BBC World Service still goes 
out from the BBC Radio 4 LW & MW transmitters from 01:00am to 05:20am UK Time 
and is in stereo from 01:00am to 05:20am on BBC Radio 4 FM & DAB. It has always 
been in mono on its own DAB channel with a bit rate of just 64 kbit/s. BBC World Service 
can also be heard on BBC Radio Wales from 01:00am until 05:30am on MW and FM 
stereo. 


In the 1990s, the BBC purchased and constructed large medium wave and FM networks 
in the former Soviet bloc, particularly the Czech (BBC Czech Section), Slovak Republics 
(BBC Slovak Section), Poland (BBC Polish Section) (where it was a national network) and 
Russia (BBC Russian Service). It had built up a strong audience during the Cold War, 
whilst economic restructuring made it difficult for these governments to refuse Western 
investment. Many of these facilities have now returned to domestic control, as 
economic and political conditions have changed. 


On Monday, 18 February 2008, the BBC World Service stopped analogue shortwave 
transmissions to Europe. The notice stated, "Increasing numbers of people around the 
world are choosing to listen to radio on a range of other platforms including FM, satellite 
and online, with fewer listening on shortwave." It is sometimes possible to pick up the 
BBC World Service in Europe on SW frequencies targeted at North Africa. The BBC's 
powerful 198 kHz LW, which broadcasts the domestic BBC Radio 4 to Britain during the 
day (and carries the World Service during the night) can also be heard in nearby parts 
of Europe, including the Republic of Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium and parts of 
France, Germany and Scandinavia. 


In Malta, BBC News bulletins are carried by a number of radio stations, including Radju 
Malta and Magic 91.7, owned by national broadcaster PBS Ltd. These are broadcast at 
various points in the day and supplement news bulletins broadcast in Maltese from the 
PBS Newsroom. 


Former BBC shortwave transmitters are located in the United Kingdom 
at Rampisham, Woofferton and Skelton. The former BBC East Mediterranean Relay 
Station is in Cyprus. 


Pacific 

The World Service is available as part of the subscription Digital Air package (available 
from Foxtel and Austar) in Australia. ABC NewsRadio, SBS Radio, and 

various community radio stations also broadcast many programmes. Many of these 


stations broadcast a straight feed during the midnight to dawn period. It is also 
available via the satellite service Optus Aurora, which is encrypted but available without 


subscription. In Sydney, Australia, a transmission of the service can be received at 
152.025 MHz. It is also available on the DAB+ Network in Australia on SBS Radio 4 
(except during Eurovision and special events). 2MBS-FM 102.5, a classical music station 
in Sydney, also carries the BBC World Service news programmes at 7a.m. and 8a.m. on 
weekdays, during its Music for a New Day breakfast programme. 


Shortwave relays from Singapore (see Asia, above) continue, but historic relays 

via Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and Radio New Zealand 

International were wound down in the late 1990s. BBC World Service relays on Radio 
Australia now carry the BBC Radio news programmes. 


In the Pacific and New Zealand, the Auckland Radio Trust operates a BBC World Service 
network as a non-profit donation-funded public broadcaster. It broadcasts on 810 kHz 
in Auckland, 107.0 MHz in Whitianga and Whangamata, 107.3 MHz in Kaipara Harbour, 
88.2 MHz in Suva and Nadi, 100.0 MHz in Bairiki and Tarawa, 101.1 MHz in Pohnpei, 
107.6 MHz in Port Moresby, 105.9 MHz in Honiara, 99.0 MHz in Port Vila and Luganville, 
and 100.1 MHz in Funafuti. The station also broadcasts local content. 


In New Zealand, Radio Tarana and members of the Association of Community Access 
Broadcasters carry some BBC World Service programmes. The BBC World Service was 
previously available on 1233 kHz in Wellington between 1990 and 1994, and again from 
1996 to 1997. 


UK 


The BBC World Service is broadcast on DAB, Freeview, Virgin Media and Sky platforms. 
It is also broadcast overnight on the frequencies of BBC Radio 4 following the latter's 
closedown at 0100 British time. The BBC World Service does not receive funding for 
broadcasts to the UK. In southeast England, the station could be picked up reliably on 
medium wave 648 kHz, which was targeted at mainland Europe. The medium wave 
service was closed in 2011 as a cost-cutting measure. 


Presentation 


A previous BBC World Service signature tune and an example of a top-of-the-hour 


announcement. 


The World Service uses several tunes and sounds to represent the station. A previous 
signature tune of the station was a five note motif, composed by David Arnold and 
which comprises a variety of voices declaim "This is the BBC in..." before going on to 
name various cities (e.g. Kampala, Milan, Delhi, Johannesburg), followed by the station's 
slogan and the Greenwich Time Signal.””4 This was heard throughout the network with 
a few variations - in the UK the full service name was spoken, whereas just the name of 
the BBC was used outside the UK. The phrase "This is London" was used previously in 
place of a station slogan. 


The tune "Lillibullero" was another well known signature tune of the network following 
its broadcast previously as part of the top-of-the-hour sequence. This piece of music is 


no longer heard before news bulletins.“ The use of the tune gained minor controversy 
because of its background as a Protestant marching song in Northern Ireland.224 


The BBC World Service announcement and time signal at midnight GMT, 1 January 2009 


In addition to these tunes, the BBC World Service also uses several interval signals. The 
English service uses a recording of Bow Bells, made in 1926 and used a symbol of hope 
during the Second World War, only replaced for a brief time during the 1970s with the 
tune to the nursery rhyme "Oranges and Lemons". The morse code of the letter "V" has 
also been used as a signal and was introduced in January 1941 and had several 
variations including timpani, the first four notes of Beethoven's Fifth Symphony (which 
coincide with the letter "V"), and electronic tones which until recently remained in use 
for some Western European services. In other languages, the interval signal is three 
notes, pitched B-B-C. However, these symbols have been used less frequently. 


The network operates using GMT, regardless of the time zone and time of year, and is 
announced on the hour on the English service as "13 hours Greenwich Mean Time" 
(1300 GMT) or "Midnight Greenwich Mean Time" (0000 GMT). The BBC World Service 
traditionally broadcasts the chimes of Big Ben in London at the start of a new year. 


Magazine publishing 


The BBC World Service previously published magazines and programme guides: 


e London Calling: listings 

e BBC Worldwide: included features of interest to an international audience 
(included London Calling as an insert) 

e BBC on Air. mainly listings 

e BBC Focus on Africa: current affairs 


See also 


BOASC portal 


e BBC World News 

e BBC World Service Television 

e BBC Media Action 

e 1988-94 British broadcasting voice restrictions 
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A timeline of notable events relating to the BBC World Service, the world's largest 
international broadcaster, which began broadcasting in 1932. 
1930s[edit] 


e 1932 


o 19 December - The Empire Service (precursor of the World Service) launches, 
broadcasting on shortwave from Daventry's Borough Hill. 


o 25 December - King George V becomes the first monarch to deliver a Christmas 
Day message by radio, on the Empire Service. 
e 1933 
o No events. 
e 1934 
o No events. 
e 1935 
o No events. 
e 1936 
o No events. 
e 1937 
o No events. 
e 1938 
o 3 January - The BBC begins broadcasting its first foreign-language radio service, 
in Arabic. 
o 14 March Portuguese for Brasil and Spanish for Latin America begin. 
o 4 June - Portuguese for Europe programmes begins. 
o 27 September - German, French and Italian programmes begin. 
o November - The Empire Service is renamed the BBC Overseas Service. 
e 1939 
o 14 May - Afrikaans language programming begins. 
o 4 June - Portuguese for Africa begins. 
o 5 September - Hungarian language programming begins. 
o 7 September - Following the outbreak of World War II, the BBC launches its BBC 
Polish Section. 
o 30 September - Greek language programming begins. 
o 20 November - Turkish language programming begins. 
o 31 December - Czech language programming begins. 
1940s[edit] 
e 1940 
o 7 February - Bulgarian language programming begins. 
o 12 February - Swedish language programming begins. 
o 18 March - Finnish language programming begins 
o 9 April - Danish and Norwegian begin. 
o 11 April - Dutch language programming. 
o 5 May - Cantonese Chinese programming begins. 
o 11 May - Programming in Hindi begins. 
o 12 May - Swedish language programming begins. 
o 28 July - Dutch programme Radio Oranje launches. 


10 August - Maltese programming begins. 

2 September - Burmese programming begins. 

15 September - Romanian programming begins. 

16 September - Greek for Cyprus programming begins. 

28 September - Belgian French & Belgian Dutch programming begins. 

12 November - Albanian programming begins with the launch of the BBC 
Albanian service. 

o 1 December - Icelandic programming begins. 

o 28 December - Persian programming begins. 


oo0oo0oo0ooo 


1941 

The BBC European Service moves to Bush House in Central London. 

22 April - Slovene programming begins. 

27 April - Thai programming begins. 

2 May - Malay programming begins. 

3 May - Tamil programming begins. 

5 May - Cantonese Chinese programming begins. 

19 May - Mandarin Chinese programming begins 

11 October - Bengali programming begins with the launch of BBC Bangla. 
31 December - Slovak programming begins. 


O O-O- OO- OO GG 


1942 
o 1 March - Gujarati and Marathi programming begins. 


o 10 March - Sinhala programming begins. 

o 1 October - Hokkien Chinese programming begins. 

o 7 October - Programming in Russian begins. 

o 2 November- French for Canada programming begins. 
1943 


o 29 March - German for Austria programming begins. 
o 26 May - Programming in Russian ends. 

o 29 May - Luxembourgish programming begins. 

o 4 July - Programming in Japanese begins. 


1944 

o 27 February - BBC General Forces Programme replaces the BBC Forces 
Programme (also broadcast on shortwave). 

o 26 June - Icelandic programming ends. 

o 28 August - Dutch for Indonesia and French for South-East Asia programming 
begin. 

o 3 September - Gujarati programming ends. 


1945 


o 1 January - Welsh for Patagonia, Argentina programming begins. 
o 2 April - Dutch for Indonesia programming ends. 


1946 
o 25 May - Dutch for Indonesia programming resumes. 


o 26 May - Programming in Russian resumes. 
o 31 December - Welsh for Patagonia, Argentina programming ends. 


e 1947 
o No events. 


e 1948 
o 7 February - Programmes in Hokkien Chinese end. 


e 1949 
o 3 April - Urdu programming begins. 
o 30 October - Hebrew and Indonesian programming begins. 


1950sledit] 


e 1950 
o No events. 


e 1951 
o 13 May - Dutch for Indonesia programming ends. 
o 3 June - Greek for Cyprus programming ends. 


e 1952 
o 6 February - Vietnamese programming begins. 
o 30 March - Programming in Belgian French & Belgian Dutch ends. 
o 30 May - Programming in Luxembourgish ends. 


e 1953 
o No events. 


e 1954 
o No events. 


e 1955 
o 3 April - French for South-East Asia programming ends. 


e 1956 
o No events. 


e 1957 
o 13 March - Hausa language programming begins with the launch of BBC Hausa. 
o 27 July - Swahili language programming begins. 
o 18 July - The BBC Somali Service launches as a twice-weekly 15-minute 
programme. 
o 10 August - Danish, Dutch, Norwegian Portuguese for Europe end. 
8 September - Afrikaans programming ends 
o 15 September - German for Austria programming ends. 


(e) 


e 1958 
o September - The BBC Somali Service begins daily broadcasts. 
o 25 December - Marathi programming ends. 


e 1959 
o The World Service launches its first sports programme. Called Saturday 
Special the programme runs for one hour in the summer of 1959. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1960 
o 5 March - Thai programming ends. 
o 20 June - French for Africa programming begins. 


e 1961 
o 4 March - Swedish programming ends. 


e 1962 
o 3 June - Programming in Thai resumes. 


e 1963 
o No events. 


e 1964 
o No events. 


e 1965 
o 1 May - The General Overseas Service is renamed the BBC World Service. 


e 1966 
o The World Service’s reach in Africa is expanded with the opening of 


the Ascension Island relay. 
o 4 July Outlook is broadcast for the first time. 


e 1967 
o 20 January - The BBC Albanian service ends 
e 1968 
o 28 October - Hebrew programming ends. 
e 1969 
o 7 June - BBC Nepali launches as a weekly programme.. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o BBC Nepali expands to a five days a week service. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o No events. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o 30 March - Sinhala programming ends. 
o 25 December - English for the Caribbean programming begins. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 

o Sportsworld launches. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o 8 May - Programming in French for Canada ends. 


e 1981 
o 15 August - Pashto programming begins. 
o 31 December - Programming in Italian and Maltese ends. 


e 1982 
o September - The BBC World Service becomes available to UK listeners for the 
first time, albeit only in south east England. 


e 1983 
o No events. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 


o August - For the first time in its history the World service is taken off air due to 
strike action in protest at the British government's decision to ban a 
documentary featuring an interview with Martin McGuinness of Sinn Féin. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o The BBC World Service launches BBC 648 from the Orfordness transmitting 
station. The service provides a tailor-made service for northern Europe featuring 
some French and German programming interwoven with the main output in 
English. 


e 1988 
o Newshour launches.“ 


e 1989 
o 1 April- The BBC launches BBC TV Europe, a subscription-based pan-European 
television station. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 11 March - Programming in Sinhala resumes. 


e 1991 

o 16 January - Upon the outbreak of the Gulf War, the BBC begins a continuous 
news service which is broadcast in the UK on BBC Radio 4 FM frequencies and 
around the world on the World Service. 

o 2 March - Radio 4 News FM closes and programming on the World Service 
returns to its usual output. 

o 31 March -Japanese programming ends after 48 years and Malay 
language programming ends after 50 years. 

o 15 April - The BBC World Service Television news service is launched. Unlike 
World Service radio which is funded by direct grant from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, WSTV is commercially funded and carries advertising, 
which means that it cannot be broadcast in the UK. 

o 29 September - Programmes in Croatian and Serbian begin. 

o 14 October - World Service TV launches its Asian service. 


e 1992 
o 1 June - BBC Ukrainian launches. 
o June - The World Service launches a programming covering the Wimbledon 
Championships called Soortsworld at Wimbledon. 
o The BBC World Service is broadcast regularly on FM in the UK for the first time 
when it begins to be carried overnight on BBC Local Radio. 


e 1993 


o 20 February - The BBC Albanian service is relaunched after being off air for 26 
years. 

o November - The World Service’s monthly listings magazine London Calling is 
‘replaced’ with a 100-page colour magazine and is renamed BBC Worldwide. It is 
later renamed to BBC On Air. 


1994 
o 8 September - Kinyarwanda programming begins. 
o 30 November - Azerbaijani and Uzbek programming begins. 


1995 

o 26 January - BBC World Service Television is renamed BBC World and is 
launched as an international free-to-air news channel 19:00 GMT. 

o 31 March - French programming ends. 

1 April - Kazakh and Kyrgyz programming begins. 

o 27 September - The BBC begins regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, initially just 
from the Crystal Palace transmitting station. Consequently, the World Service 
becomes available to listeners across the UK on a 24/7 basis for the first time. 


(e) 


1996 
o 6 January - Macedonian programming begins. 
o 9 June - A Sunday edition of Sportworld launches. 


1997 

o March - The first edition of Everywoman is broadcast. 

o 4 November - Debut of the BBC World Service soap Westway. 
o 31 December - The Finnish service ends after 57 years.” 


1998 
o The overnight simulcast on FM of the BBC World Service in the UK transfers 
from BBC Local Radio to BBC Radio 4. 


1999 

o BBC 648, which provided French and German language content for northern 
Europe from the Orfordness transmitting station, ends with the closure of the 
BBC's German service.®! - the French for Europe service had closed in 1995. 
1 Consequently, all programming from this transmitter is in English only. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 
o No events. 


2001 
o Technology programme Go Digital launches. 


2002 
o No events. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o December - The final edition of BBC On Air is published.“ 


e 2005 

o 5 October - It is announced that broadcasts in a number of European languages 
will end by March 2006, to finance the launch in 2007 of TV news services 
in Arabic and Persian.24 

o 10 October - The BBC’s Latin American service is renamed BBC Mundo. 

o October - The BBC World Service soap opera Westway comes to an end after 
eight years on air. 

o 16 December - Kazakh programming ends. 

o 23 December - Polish programming ends after 66 years 
and Slovene programming ends after 64 years. 

o 30 December - Bulgarian programming ends after 65 years. 

o 31 December - Hungarian and Greek programming end, both after 66 years 
and Slovak programmes ends after 64 years. 


e 2006 
o 13 January - Thai programming ends for a second time. 
o 31 January - Croatian programming ends. 
o 28 February - Czech programming ends. 
o April- The final edition of Everywoman is broadcast.“2. Archived episodes of the 
programme have since been made available on the BBC website. 
o October - The first edition of World Have Your Say is broadcast. 


e 2007 
o No events. 
e 2008 
o 18 February - The World Service ends analogue short wave broadcasting in 
Europe. 2 


o 6 April- Discussion programme The Forum debuts. 
o 1 August - Romanian broadcasts end after 69 years.24 


e 2009 

o No events. 
2010s[edit] 
e 2010 


o September - The BBC announces that Sportsworld at Wimbledon is to be axed as 
a cost-cutting measure. 25 


e 2011 
o January - The closure of the Albanian, Macedonian, Portuguese for Africa, 
Serbian## and English for the Caribbean services is announced. All of these 


services close over the next three months. This reflected the financial situation 
the Corporation faced following transfer of responsibility for the Service from the 
Foreign Office, so that it would in future have been funded from within licence 
fee income. 

o 27 March - These budget cuts also result in the switching off of the Orfordness 
transmitting station in Suffolk, which had been transmitting the BBC World 
Service on 648 kHz MW to much of northern Europe since 1982. 

o 29 March - Technology programme Go Digital is renamed Click. 

o Also in 2011, the Russian, Ukrainian, Mandarin Chinese, Turkish, Vietnamese, 
Azeri, and Spanish for Cuba services ceased radio broadcasting, and the Hindi, 
Indonesian, Kyrgyz, Nepali, Swahili, Kinyarwanda and Kirundi services ceased 
shortwave transmissions. 


2012 

o 12 July - The BBC World Service relocates to Broadcasting House after 70 years 
at Bush House. 

o 23 July - Newsday is broadcast for the first time. “4 It replaces The World 
Today and Network Africa 


2013 
o 1 April - World Briefing, the World Service’s standard 30-minute news bulletin, is 
cancelled and replaced by The Newsroom. 


2014 

o 1 April- The World Service stops being funded by the UK Government 
grant £% and is now funded by the television licence fee and the profits of BBC 
Worldwide Ltd.22 although the Government is providing limited funding until 
2020.2% 

o 10 July - Thai programming re-commences, but only on social media.24 


2015 
o No events. 


2016 
o November - The BBC announces the largest expansion of foreign language 
programming since the 1940s. 


2017 

o 21 August - The first of the new language services start broadcasting when 
transmissions in Nigerian Pidgin begin. 

o 18 September - Programming in Afaan Oromoo and Tigrinya begin. 

o 26 September - Korean programming begins. 

o 2 October - 
= After 73 years off air, Gujarati programming resumes and after 59 years off 

air, Marathi programming resumes. 

= Programming in Punjabi and Telugu begin. 


2018 
o 19 February - Programming in Igbo and Yoruba begins.2# 
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BBC East 


BBC East's area within the UK 


TV transmitters 


Radio stations 


Headquarters 


Area 


Sandy Heath 
Sudbury 


Tacolneston 


BBC Radio Norfolk 

BBC Radio Suffolk 

BBC Essex 

BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 
BBC Radio Northampton 
BBC Three Counties Radio 


Norwich 


Norfolk 


Suffolk 

Essex 

Cambridgeshire 
Northamptonshire (majority) 
Bedfordshire 

Hertfordshire 


northern Buckinghamshire 


Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions East 
Key people Mick Rawsthorne 


(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 
Launch date 1956 


BBC East is the BBC English Region serving Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, 
most of Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and northern Buckinghamshire. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC East's television output (broadcast on BBC One) consists of its flagship regional 
news service BBC Look East, including an opt-out service for the west of the region, the 
topical magazine programme /nside Out, and a 20-minute opt-out during Sunday 
Politics. 


Former programmes include Weekend, East on Two, Matter of Fact and the football 
magazine show Late Kick Off (produced by the independent production company Kevin 
Piper Media). 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Radio Suffolk, BBC 
Essex, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire, BBC Radio Northampton and BBC Three Counties 
Radio. 


On weekdays, all six stations open transmission at 4 am with a shared regional early 
morning show before carrying local programming between 6 am and 10 pm. There is 
also a shared regional programme broadcast across the stations from 10 pm to 1 am on 
weeknights, and other shared programmes at weekends. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC East also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC Red Button and 
the BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


33-35 All Saints Green, Norwich, pictured in 2017. No. 35 was the BBC's base in the city until 
September 1956. 


In the mid-1950s, the BBC had a temporary headquarters in Norwich at No. 35 All Saints 
Green. In September 1956 they moved to a new, larger headquarters at the nearby St 
Catherine's Close.“ From here, editions of radio programmes such as Midlands 
Miscellany were broadcast into the Midlands Home Service before the end of 1956.5 


The opening of the Tacolneston transmitting station enabled programmes to be 
broadcast from Norwich purely for East Anglia on the VHF edition of the Home Service, 
and regular broadcasts from St Catherine's Close began on Tuesday 5 February 1957. 
51 Daily news bulletins for East Anglia began on Monday 10 March 1958, on VHF from 
the Norwich studios, under the supervision of Richard Robinson. 


The first television news bulletin for the east from St Catherine's Close was broadcast on 
5 October 1959. These initial bulletins were only three minutes per night, but in 1962 
were extended to ten minutes and the bulletins named East Anglia at Six Ten. In 1964, 
the programme was extended to 20 minutes in length and renamed Look East, a title 
the programme still goes under today. 


The Norwich-based operation was initially a satellite of the larger BBC Midland region, 
based in Birmingham. East Anglia was given greater autonomy within the BBC in 1969 
after the Broadcasting in the Seventies report recommended the large Midlands and 
East Anglia region should be split into two. 


During 1997, an opt-out service (originally titled Close Up) was introduced to provide 
local bulletins for Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, 
Peterborough and Milton Keynes. 


St Catherine's House on All Saints Green in Norwich, pictured in 2012. This was the main base for 
BBC East's radio operations from 1956 until 1980, and of its television output from 1959 to 2003. 


Until 1980, regional radio programming was provided by an East Anglia opt-out on BBC 
Radio 4, consisting largely of daytime news bulletins and a weekday breakfast 

show, Roundabout East Anglia. The first BBC Local Radio station in the region, Radio 
Norfolk, was opened on 11 September 1980 and followed by the rollout of stations in 
Cambridgeshire (1 May 1982), Northamptonshire (16 June 1982), the Three Counties of 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire & Buckinghamshire (24 June 1985), Essex (5 November 
1986) and Suffolk (12 April 1990). 


Studios[edit] 


The Forum, where BBC East has been based since 2003. 


BBC East's main headquarters and studios are based at The Forum on Millennium Plain 
in Norwich, having moved from St Catherine's Close in 2003. The move to The Forum 
was a result of a number of factors: the listed status of the building restricted much of 
what the BBC did there, the location was less central than the BBC wanted, their ideal 
location being in Norwich city centre, the equipment was becoming old and needed 
replacing, and the Disability Discrimination Act meant that their headquarters now 
needed major modifications to comply with the law. 


BBC East also has radio and television studios at the Cambridge Business Park, on 
Cowley Road in the city, where both Look East's West opt-out and Radio Cambridgeshire 
are based. Local radio studios and television bureaux are also located 

in Chelmsford, Northampton, Ipswich, and Dunstable. 


See also[edit] 


e GESBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
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BBC Essex 


Bos 
ESSEX 


City Chelmsford 


Broadcast Essex 
area 
Slogan Where Essex comes to talk 
Frequency 95.3 FM, 103.5 FM, 729 AM, 765 AM 
RDS: BBCEssex 
DAB: 12D 


Freeview: 734 


First air date 5 November 1986 


Format Talk / News / Music 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC East 
Website BBC Essex 


BBC Essex is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of Essex. It broadcasts 
from its studios on New London Road in Chelmsford on 95.3 (South Benfleet) and 103.5 
(Great Braxted) FM, and on 729 (Manningtree), 765 (Bakers Wood).The station also 
broadcast on 1530 (Rayleigh) AM until 15 January 2018, when transmissions ceased. It 
is also available on DAB, Freeview TV channel 734 (in Essex, East Anglia, the south east 
and London) and live streaming via the internet. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 178,000 listeners and a 8.5% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] 


BBC Essex launched on 5 November 1986. It broke from the naming convention of 
"BBC Radio (county name)" so as to avoid confusion with Essex Radio (later Essex FM, 
now Heart Essex). There had also been a pirate station called Radio Essex in the 1960s, 
and currently there is an independent radio station called Radio Essex. 


BBC Essex set out to be different from existing BBC local stations, which were often 
perceived as rather "stuffy" and "worthy". It launched with a more up-beat sound, an 
almost "tabloid" news style and younger presenters than most stations; the BBC Essex 
symbol also did not feature the traditional BBC logo. However, over the years the style 
has been toned down and the format is now more in line with the rest of the BBC local 
radio network. 


The station has also employed a number of high-profile presenters including James 
Whale, Jonathan Overend (BBC Radio 5 Live), Tim 'Timbo' Lloyd (twice winner of Best 
Local DJ at the Sony Radio Awards), Mark Pougatch (ITV Sport), Dermot O'Leary 
(National radio & TV presenter)2 and music promoter Eric 'Monster' Hall. 


A revised programme schedule at the station occurred in September 2015 following the 
appointment of Lou Birt as Managing Editor in April 2015,“ following the departure of 
predecessor Gerald Main, who held the role from 2007 until February 2015.5 


Transmitters[edit] 


The strongest signal is 103.5 FM, which comes from a small transmitter 

between Witham and Tiptree. It reaches into Hertfordshire. The 95.3FM signal is heard 
in most of the southern Thames Estuary as well. The South Benfleet transmitter also 
provides Heart Essex on 96.3FM and DAB. The 500 ft Manningtree tower, the highest of 
all five, also has national radio frequencies, Absolute Radio, BBC National 

DAB and Digital One. It is the main FM transmitter for Radio Suffolk. The Bakers Wood 
transmitter also has Heart Essex on 102.6FM, and is one of the DAB transmitters. DAB 
signals, since 20 May 2002, have come from the Essex 12D multiplex, which has 
transmitters at Maitland House (Southend-on-Sea town 

centre), Colchester, Sudbury (in Suffolk), and Rye Hill (south of Harlow - on a water 
tower). Rye Hill also has Heart Essex on 101.7FM. 


Pirate BBC Essex[edit] 


From 10 to 17 April 2004, BBC Essex marked the fortieth anniversary of offshore radio 
in Britain by launching their own ship-based radio station, Pirate BBC Essex. 
Broadcasting from an old light vessel, the station transmitted sixties music and 
memories twenty-four hours a day all week. This was followed in August 2007 by 
another broadcast marking the anniversary of the closing of the pirate stations by 

the Marine Offences Act. 


Over the Easter Weekend in April 2009, the popular Pirate Radio Essex programme was 
resurrected by popular demand from listeners, occurring five days after the release of 
the comedy movie The Boat that Rocked. This was broadcast on the AM frequencies, 
as well as on the Internet, which resulted in many calls from as far away as New 
Zealand. Presenters included Johnnie Walker, Tony Blackburn, Dave Cash and Keith 
Skues as well as three of the station's presenters: Steve Scruton; lan Wyatt & Ray Clark. 
7 


BBC Essex presenter Ray Clark authored a book called 'Radio Caroline: The True Story 
of The Boat That Rocked' which was published in early 2014. Clark retired from BBC 
Essex on 20 June 2014 after leaving his award-winning breakfast show in February that 
year. Clark returned to BBC Essex in September 2015 to present a new, regular, 
Saturday morning show.24 


Pirate BBC Essex took to the airwaves for one final time on 13 and 14 August 2017. 
Starting at 10pm on 13 August 2017 Keith Skues presented his regular, 3 hour regional 


Sunday night show from the LV18 studio, and on 14 August 2017 programmes were 
broadcast commencing at 9 am, with the eventual closure at 3 pm, marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Marine Offences Act which closed most pirate radio stations. Guest 
presenters included Johnnie Walker, Roger ‘Twiggy’ Day, Tom Edwards and Norman St 
John.221 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Essex's programming is produced and broadcast from its Chelmsford 
studios. 


During off-peak hours, the station carries regional programming for the East of England, 
produced from sister stations BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Radio Suffolk, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire and BBC Radio Northampton. During the station's downtime, BBC Essex 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 
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BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 


City 


Broadcast 


area 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Language( 


s) 


Owner 


Website 


BAGRADIO 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


Cambridge 


Cambridgeshire 


95.7 MHz (Peterborough), 96.0 MHz 


(Cambridge) RDS: BBC CAMB DAB 


1 May 1982 


Local news, talk and music 


English 


BBC Local Radio, 


BBC East 


BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 


BBC Cambridgeshire building at Cambridge Business Park. 


BBC Radio Cambridgeshire is the BBC Local Radio service for 

the English county of Cambridgeshire. It originally broadcast from studios on Hills 
Road (A1307) close to the railway station in Cambridge - which have now moved (with 
the local BBC Look East opt-out) to a new multimillion-pound centre at the Cambridge 
Business Park on Cowley Road - and a studio on Priestgate in Peterborough. It 
broadcasts on 96 (Madingley, close to the A428-A1303 junction five miles west of 
Cambridge) and 95.7 (Morborne, south-west of Peterborough, two miles west of 

the Al near Norman Cross) FM, DAB, and via its web page using RealPlayer. memis |t 
started broadcasting on 1 May 1982 and was originally known as Radio Cambridge." 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 124,000 listeners and a 6.5% 
share as of December 2018.7 


Original schedule[edit] 


Under the first manager, Hal Bethell, Radio Cambridgeshire's early broadcasts were 
restricted to a few hours at breakfast and two hours in the afternoon. ®! 


The opening day was broadcast from Cambridge and all the district offices - 
Peterborough, Wisbech, March, Huntingdon and Ely. The first programme was presented 
by Gina Madgett (formerly Radio Nottingham) and the first record played on-air 

was Ebony and Ivory by Paul McCartney and Stevie Wonder. !=t#tiennecden 


The original weekday broadcasters were: 


e Julian Dunne (New Day, an all-speech news service that ran at the same hours 
as Today on Radio 4, on which it was based) 

e Anne Bristow and Jane Solomons, alternately (The Light Programme, a mixture of 
music and light interviews) 

e Gina Madgett (The Home Service, a largely speech programme with interviews 
intended to interest listeners at home) 


When Hal Bethell left the station because of his health, he was replaced by the deputy 
manager of Radio Lincolnshire, Dave Wilkinson. He extended broadcasting into the 
afternoon by hiring Radio Lincolnshire presenter, John Richards. Wilkinson returned to 
Radio Lincolnshire as manager and was replaced by lan Masters, previously presenter 
of BBC East's regional television news programme, Look East. 


Peterborough studios[edit] 


The Peterborough studio opened in a single office in Broadway Court, rented from 
Peterborough Development Corporation, the body responsible for the city's expansion 
as a New Town. The broadcasting equipment was two Studer tape recorders, a four- 
channel mixer and two microphones, which were placed on a table surrounded by 
mobile sound baffles. lan Cameron, the first broadcaster from there the day Radio 
Cambridgeshire opened, realised at the last moment that the wall behind the temporary 
studio abutted the office block's lavatories and asked the staff in Cambridge to listen 
while he flushed the cistern. Nothing could be heard and the broadcast went ahead 
without fear of others in the office block inadvertently disturbing it. 


In 1983, Peterborough was equipped with its own studio, using a 12-channel Audix 
mixing desk made in the county and two Studer B67 tape machines, with a third 
machine for editing in a neighbouring office. That office later become a studio as well, 
although it could go on the air only from the main studio alongside. The first complete 
programme from Peterborough was presented by Julia Booth (formerly of BBC Radio 
London) while the studio's opening party was going on on the floor below. 


In 1987, the studio gained the ability to broadcast localised opt-outs. At first, the opt-out 
was used only for traffic information in the morning news programme and, later in the 
day, for five-minute spots of purely local information. The first full opt-out programme 
from Peterborough was presented by Les Woodland in the afternoon while John Richards 
broadcast from Cambridge. Steve Somers presented the BBC Radio Peterborough daily 
Breakfast show. Production assistant for the opt-in station was Darren Deans. The next 
programme to opt out was Sounds Eastern, two hours of music and commentary aimed 
at Peterborough's Indian, Pakistani, Sikh and Bengali population and presented by Ansar 
Ali. The Peterborough Breakfast show opt out was abandoned in 2013 due to BBC 
cutbacks and presenter, Paul Stainton, took over presenting duties of a new countywide 
show, before leaving the station in 2017. 


Outside broadcasts[edit] 


The station's first outside broadcasts were of results from local elections held soon after 
the station went on the air. The station's radio car was used from the back doors of the 
town hall in Peterborough. The reporter was lan Cameron. The first complete 
programme broadcast away from the studio was the same year, from the East of 
England Show in Peterborough, presented by Anne Bristow. !etaton needed 


Remote studios[edit] 


Radio Cambridgeshire, when it opened, had satellite studios 

in Huntingdon, Ely and Wisbech, using offices in council buildings. The studios were 
equipped with a microphone and a small mixing desk and were used to save 
contributors a journey to Cambridge or to Peterborough. 


Symbol[edit] 


The first station badge or symbol was a design suggesting Cambridgeshire's three main 
rivers, the Nene, the Ouse and the Cam. Before the station came on the air, the 
manager, Hal Bethell, arranged with the Pye radio company, which had long been 
associated with Cambridge, to use a design based on the sun-through-clouds design 
which Pye previously cut into the loudspeaker screens of its original radios. 


The sun-and-clouds symbol remained until a BBC ruling that all its stations should have 
a joint logo to underline the national nature of the local service. 


Transmitters[edit] 


Madingley transmitter 


The 95.7FM signal, directional eastwards across North Cambridgeshire, is by far the 
stronger. On 30 October 2004, a fire broke out (thought to be arson) 80 ft up the 

main Peterborough mast, one mile west of Morborne, and the heat caused the whole 
mast to collapse. A shorter BT Group plc tower with microwave transmission dishes next 
to it was undamaged. The 95.7FM signal was put out of action for a few weeks. 
Peterborough has FM BBC national radio, BBC National DAB, Classic FM and Digital One. 
The Madingley transmitter also carries national FM BBC radio, Digital One, BBC National 
DAB, Heart Cambridgeshire and Kiss 105-108 on 105.6 FM as well as the NOW 
Cambridge DAB multiplex. Chesterton Fen also has Virgin Radio on 1197MW.2 The DAB 
signals come from two multiplexes in Cambridgeshire - a rarity for BBC local radio 
stations, as some do not yet broadcast on digital. Since 30 November 2002, the NOW 
Digital Peterborough 12D multiplex has come from Peterborough (main signal), plus 
Hitchingbrooke Hospital (Huntingdon). A planned DAB transmitter for Stamford (in 
south Lincolnshire) was not launched for this multiplex. NOW Peterborough covers 
Peterborough, Huntingdon, Stamford and Spalding. Since 30 September 2004, the NOW 
Digital Cambridge 11C multiplex has come from Madingley. BBC Asian Network is 
transmitted for Peterborough and North Cambs on 1449 kHz from the Gunthorpe, 
Peterborough mast. This was originally BBC Radio Cambridgeshire's AM frequency for 
Peterborough. 


Cambridge studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire also carries regional programming for 
the East, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Essex, BBC Radio 
Suffolk, BBC Radio Northampton and BBC Three Counties Radio. 


During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 
Live overnight. 


The station's local programming begins at 6am each day and continues until 7pm 
Former presenters[edit] 


Chris Morris started his radio career at Radio Cambridgeshire, testing the 
management's level of humour. Other national broadcasters who started their careers 
at the station include Matthew Amroliwala (BBC News 24), Paul Stainton (BBC News/FIVE 
LIVE), Mick Meadows (Radio 1), Nick Barraclough (BBC Radio 2), lan Peacock (BBC Radio 


4), Martin Popplewell (Sky News), Mark Saggers (talkSPORT), and Dr Chris Smith (BBC 
Radio 5 live). 


Naked Scientists[edit] 


BBC Cambridgeshire is also the home of multi award-winning science programme The_ 
Naked Scientists, a group of Cambridge University doctors and researchers with a 
passion for making science fun. They strip down science and lay the facts bare every 
Sunday evening, inviting listeners to call in and talk science. They are joined in the 
studio by a succession of guest scientists who talk about their work and take questions 
live from the audience. The current series of The Naked Scientists launched in October 
2005. 


The Naked Scientists is supported by a website, which contains archived editions of 
their previous programmes in streamed and podcast formats. Archiving their radio 
programmes online in this way, in 2005 the Naked Scientists were the first BBC local 
radio programme to co-exist as a podcast in the iTunes music store. 


Between 2003 and 2012 the Naked Scientists was broadcast across the BBC East region 
comprising eight local BBC radio stations in the east of England. From January 2013, the 
programme has aired on Sunday evenings on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire. The Naked 
Scientists team also provide day-to-day support for science coverage in mid-week 
programmes on the station. The name of the programme is a nod to Jamie Oliver, a 
cook whose television programme is called the Naked Chef, who grew up in Clavering to 
the south east of Cambridge. 
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e BBC Radio Cambridgeshire at BBC Online 
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e The Naked Scientists 

e BBC Radio Peterborough's Steve Somers 
e BBC Radio Peterborough's Darren Deans 
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Audio clips[edit] 


e 2001 jingle 


e The Al4 Song 


BBC Radio Norfolk 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Broadcast 


area 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Language(s) 


Owner 


Website 


BBC Radio Norfolk 


EIR RADIO 
NORFOLK 


Norfolk 


95.1 MHz FM (East Norfolk) 
95.6 MHz FM (North Norfolk) 
104.4 MHz FM (West Norfolk) 
855 kHz AM (East Norfolk) 
873 kHz AM (West Norfolk) 
DAB Digital Radio 

RDS: BBC Nrfk 

Freeview (channel 719 from 


03/03/2015) 

11 September 1980 
Mainly local news and talk 
English 


BBC Local Radio, 
BBC East 


BBC Radio Norfolk 


BBC Radio Norfolk is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of Norfolk, 
broadcasting since 11 September 1980. It broadcasts from the studios of BBC 

East in The Forum, Norwich on 95.1 FM (Stoke Holy Cross), 104.4 FM (Great 
Massingham), 95.6 FM (West Runton, near Cromer), 855 kHz AM/MW (Postwick, east 
Norwich near the A47), 873 kHz AM/MW (West Lynn, near the A47 and River Great 
Ouse), DAB and through the internet using BBC iPlayer. 


The station has regularly been one of the most listened-to on the BBC Local Radio 
network, as highest-rated in mainland England in 2003 and 2006.2 In 1986, the mid- 
morning programme The Norfolk Airline won the Sony Award for Best Magazine 
Programme," and the station won its second Radio Academy Award 28 years later in 
2014, for Local Radio Journalist of the Year.” 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 160,000 listeners and a 8.6% 
share as of December 2018."! 


History[edit] 


Norfolk Tower on Surrey Street in Norwich. BBC Radio Norfolk was based on its ground floor from 
1980 until 2003. 


BBC Radio Norfolk launched at 5:55 pm on 11 September 1980. It was the first BBC 
local station in East Anglia and the first after a gap of several years in the corporation's 
local radio development, due to the Government's review of local radio (both BBC and 
independent services) in the late 1970s. Due to the policy of launching only one local 
radio service at a time in a particular area, when it came to choosing whether Norfolk or 
Devon would receive a BBC or commercial station first, there was contention between 
the BBC and the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) as to who would get which 
area. This was settled by the toss of a coin, the BBC winning and choosing Norfolk. The 
IBA got Devon and appointed DevonAir Radio. 


For several years until the launch of Radio Norfolk, BBC East had broadcast a morning 


radio programme, Roundabout East Anglia, a regional opt-out from 
the Today programme on BBC Radio 4.4 However, this had a larger editorial area than 


any BBC local station, being heard across the same region as the BBC's Look 
East regional television news programme. Like Look East, Roundabout East Anglia also 
broadcast from BBC East's regional headquarters at All Saint's Green in Norwich.“ 


Radio Norfolk was one of the first BBC stations to be based on a county, rather than a 
town; it was also first to broadcast in stereo (though only to East Norfolk; the remainder 
of the county had to wait until 2005). Initially, there was insufficient budget for a full 
schedule; the station had a breakfast show, a two-hour show at midday and then an 
extended five o'clock news and sports bulletin, while using BBC Radio 2 outside these 
times.® There was, however, a full local service at weekends, when it was assumed 
more listeners would be available. After Keith Salmon took over as the station's 
managing editor in 1982, full local programmes began on weekdays. 


Originally, Radio Norfolk was at a former carpet showroom in Norfolk Tower on Surrey 
Street in Norwich. The station's first presenter on air was John Mountford and the launch 
was simulcast live on Look East. Mountford was one of several former Roundabout East 
Anglia personnel who transferred to the new station following that programme's demise. 
19] 


The station moved to The Forum in Norwich in June 2003.22 


Notable programmes and presenters[edit] 


The Forum, on Millennium Plain in Norwich, where BBC Radio Norfolk has been based since June 
2003. The BBC occupy the wing of the building seen on the left-hand side of the picture. 


Roy Waller presented a weekday afternoon show from the early 1980s until 2009, 

uu which led to his being one of the best-known and most popular voices in the county, 
421 described by the Eastern Daily Press as "a household name."@2! Waller also hosted a 
Saturday morning country music programme, Rodeo Norfolk, which he continued to 
present following his departure from the weekday show, until ill-health forced him to 
step down.24 Waller's funeral in July 2010 was held at Norwich Cathedral and was 
attended by over 1500 mourners.@4! 


From the early days of Radio Norfolk until 2007, Waller was the 

station's commentator for Norwich City matches, known as "the voice of Carrow Road". 
uu The station devotes extensive coverage to Norwich City, the county's only 
professional football team, providing live coverage of all League and Cup matches, as 
well as a post-match phone-in show Canary Call and fanzine show The Scrimmage, both 
of which are regarded as amongst the station's most popular programmes.” In 2011, 
when BBC economy measures raised the idea that local radio football commentaries 


could be cut back, the possibility was criticised by the local press in Norfolk, praising the 
station for the passion of its commentaries.22 


The Norfolk Airline, presented by David Clayton and Neil Walker, was the station's first 
mid-morning programme, launched in 1983.24 In April 1986 the programme won 

the Sony Radio Academy Award for Best Magazine Programme, ahead of BBC Radio 

4's A Small Country Living and Capital Radio's The Way It Is. The programme also 
made the news itself, when James Prior announced his resignation as Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland live during a show.“2 The success of Airline eventually led to 
Clayton and Walker departing to make programmes for national radio, on BBC Radio 4. 
[20] 


From 1995 until his death in 2006, presenter and journalist John Mills presented Midday 
With Mills, a consumer affairs programme.2 The show gained a strong reputation for 
solving listeners’ consumer problems, and in 2000 was given the British Insurance 
Brokers' Association Media Award for its work in this area.22 


From 1984 until 2009, Look East presenter Stewart White was the presenter of the 
station's Saturday breakfast show.2! White was the first presenter to go on-air after the 
station moved studios from Norfolk Tower to The Forum in the summer of 2003.24 


Managing Editors[edit] 


BBC Radio Norfolk has so far had only five Managing Editors in its history. The founding 
editor was Mike Chaney, appointed at the beginning of 1980 to oversee the setting-up 
of the radio station.22 Chaney had previously been working on the Today programme at 
BBC Radio 4, but lost his role there during a behind-the-scenes shake-up.2#! In 
recompense for this, Chaney was promised the editorship of a BBC Local Radio station, 
and was given the job at Norfolk.2! Before working on Today, he had been the founding 
editor of BBC Radio 1's Newsbeat programme in 1973, and prior to this had worked as a 
journalist for The Sun newspaper.22 


Chaney was succeeded in 1982 by Keith Salmon, who had been working at BBC Radio 
Oxford. He had first joined the BBC in 1961,24 and had also worked at the BBC 
Radiophonic Workshop, the BBC's famous electronic music and sound effects 
department in London.!! At Oxford, Salmon had been a presenter and the programme 
organiser.22 He remained Managing Editor of BBC Radio Norfolk for thirteen years, until 
his retirement in 1995.2 


Tim Bishop had a background in local newspapers in Norfolk, having worked on 

the Eastern Daily Press and been the news editor for the Norwich Evening News, before 
joining the BBC in 1994.84 Immediately prior to becoming the Managing Editor of BBC 
Radio Norfolk, Bishop had been the Education Correspondent for Look East. He 
subsequently returned to the television side of BBC East's operations, and then became 
the Head of Regional and Local Programmes for the area in 2002.24 David Clayton 
became BBC Radio Norfolk's Managing Editor in 1998, having been a broadcaster at the 
station since the early 1980s and the Assistant Editor under Salmon and then Bishop 
since 1991.84 During Clayton's period in charge of the station, it gained its highest ever 
listening figures.22 


Clayton was replaced in March 2016 by Peter Cook, who combines his role as Managing 
Editor for both Radio Norfolk and BBC Radio Suffolk. 


Impact[edit] 
Audience[edit] 


BBC Radio Norfolk has frequently gained some of the highest audience figures of any of 
the BBC's local radio stations in England.™2231 Figures from the radio audience 
measuring body RAJAR have regularly shown that over 200,000 people in Norfolk listen 
to some part of the station's output in any given week.2425 When criticising proposed 
BBC local radio cutbacks in December 2011, South Norfolk MP Richard Bacon claimed in 
a letter to Lord Patten, the Chairman of the BBC Trust, that only the national station 
BBC Radio 2 gained higher audiences in Norfolk than BBC Radio Norfolk did.2% 


Awards and accolades[edit] 


BBC Radio Norfolk has twice won categories at the main industry awards, the Radio 
Academy Awards (formerly the Sony Awards). The "Best Magazine Programme" 
category was won by The Norfolk Airline in 1986, and in 2014 the station won its second 
Gold Award at the event, when the news team collectively won the "Local Radio 
Journalist of the Year" category.“ In 2010 wildlife expert Chris Skinner was runner-up in 
the Best Specialist Contributor category for his broadcasts as part of Matthew Gudgin's 
programme. In 2004, Today in Norfolk was nominated in the Best Breakfast Show 
category,2# while in 2006 BBC Radio Norfolk as a whole was a nominee for the Station of 
the Year Award.22 


BBC Radio Norfolk has also won success at the Frank Gillard Awards, the BBC's own 
internal awards for its local radio stations. In 2010, the station's Sophie Price won the 
Original Journalism category for a documentary she had made about teenage pregnancy 
in Norfolk.4@ In 2002 the station was the runner-up in the Best Radio Feature category 
for Liberators,“4 and in 2006 took another silver, when David Clayton's Norfolk 

Years programme was the runner-up in the Best Interactive Programme category. 


Local and regional awards have included a win in the Best Radio Programme category at 
the 2009 Creative East Awards for the show Treasure Quest.“ At the 2006 EDF Energy 
East of England Media Awards the station's Paul Moseley won the Radio Journalist of the 
Year award.) He repeated this feat in 2007, becoming the first two-time winner of the 
award. In 2009 Nikki Fox won the title,“ and at the 2010 ceremony Nicky Price was 
joint-winner of the Sports Journalist of the Year category, while the Nick Conrad show 
took the Radio News/Current Affairs Programme of the Year title.“ 


At the Parliamentary Jazz Awards in 2011, presenter Paul Barnes won the Broadcaster of 
the Year category for his show The Late Paul Barnes, broadcast from BBC Radio Norfolk 
but shared across the BBC East region." 


CriticismM[edit] 


Keith Skipper, a former presenter on the station until he left in 1995, has criticised BBC 
Radio Norfolk for a lack of local focus to some of its programming.“ In an article 
published in the Eastern Daily Press in February 2012, Norwich City Independent 
Supporters Club chairman Robin Sainty described the station's post-match phone-in 
programme Canary Callas "audio surrealism", criticising the quality of callers phoning 
in with their views.& 


District offices[edit] 
Great Yarmouth[edit] 


2 Whitefriars Court on Stonecutters Way in Great Yarmouth, BBC Radio Norfolk's district office 
and studio in the town from 1984 until 2017. 


In the early 1980s, BBC Radio Norfolk had a small office for the district reporter based 
in Great Yarmouth, situated in the premises of the Port and Haven Commissioners on 
the town's South Quay. A more substantial Great Yarmouth presence opened in the 
summer of 1984.52 This was a district office and studio at Whitefriars Court on 
Stonecutters Way in the town. The studio there was used for live inserts into 
programmes from Norwich, interviews with guests from the Great Yarmouth area, and 
the preparation of pre-recorded items by the Great Yarmouth district reporter.=! The 
studio was also occasionally used for full live programmes.®! At one point the Great 
Yarmouth office had a staff of three; a receptionist, a producer and a reporter. 

54 Latterly, it was a one-person operation staffed only by the district reporter.© After 33 
years of operation, the office and studio at Stonecutters Way was closed in April 2017.53 


King's Lynn[edit] 


The station's initial office in King's Lynn was located in a portable building situated 
behind the town hall.=2 This was later replaced by a more substantial studio in the 
town's Tuesday Market Place. The King's Lynn district office and studio later moved to 
the North Lynn Business Village.=1 Some programmes would be broadcast from the 
King's Lynn studio once a week. £2 


Transmitters[edit] 


The transmission tower at Great Massingham. 


The 95.1 FM signal covers the Norwich area, 104.4 FM covers the West and King's Lynn 
area, while 95.6 FM (which came on-air on 12 September 2005) serves north Norfolk. 
The Great Massingham transmission site also has the commercial radio station KL.FM 
96.7, although they use separate towers. The Postwick transmission site also 
broadcasts 5 Live on 693 AM/MW, talkSPORT and Absolute Radio. The Stoke Holy 
Cross transmission site also broadcasts Heart East Anglia on 102.4 FM, Kiss 105-108 
East on 106.1 FM and 99.9 Radio Norwich. The 95.1 FM signal used to come 

from Tacolneston. The West Runton transmission tower also has a TV relay on it. Since 
31 March 2003, DAB signals have come from the NOW Digital Norfolk 11B multiplex. 


Timeline[edit] 


e 11 September 1980 - BBC Radio Norfolk begins broadcasting at 5:55 pm from 
Norfolk Tower, Surrey Street, Norwich on 95.1 MHz VHF (FM) & 855 kHz (351m) 
MW/AM to East Norfolk, plus 1602 kHz (187m) MW/AM to West Norfolk. There were 
no FM transmissions to West Norfolk. 

e 12 September 1980 - Terry Wogan presents his BBC Radio 2 breakfast show live 
from the new station's studios. 

e 1982 - MW/AM frequency in West Norfolk changed, from 1602 kHz (187m), to 
873 kHz (344m) MW/AM 

e 1984 - FM transmissions begin in West Norfolk on 96.7 MHz. These transmissions 
were broadcast in mono due to an off-air re-broadcast system. This picked up the 
Tacolneston 95.1 FM broadcast and re-transmitted it, but was unable to reproduce a 
clear noise free stereo signal. 

e 1986 - West Norfolk FM frequency changed, from 96.7, to 104.4 MHz FM (the mono 
broadcasts continued). 

e 1992 - The King's Lynn studio moves from Tuesday Marketplace to the North Lynn 
Business Village. 


e 2000 - Tacolneston transmissions cease and Stoke Holy Cross transmissions 
commence. These continue on 95.1 MHz FM but at slightly less transmitter power. 

e 27 June 2003 - Radio Norfolk ceases broadcasting from the original Norfolk Tower 
studios. 

e 28 June 2003 - Radio Norfolk starts broadcasting from the new BBC studios on the 
1st floor at The Forum, Millennium Plain, Norwich. Look East presenter Stewart White 
is the first voice on air. 

e 12 September 2005 - As part of BBC Radio Norfolk's 25th birthday celebrations, the 
West Runton transmitter launches a new FM frequency (95.6 MHz) for North Norfolk. 

e October/November 2005 - Stereo FM broadcast for West Norfolk begin on 104.4 MHz 
FM. 

e 27 April 2007 - Chris Moyles presents his BBC Radio 1 Breakfast Show from the 
station's studios, and Moyles' newsreader Dominic Byrne co-hosts on BBC Radio 
Norfolk with Nicky Barnes. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from Norwich, 
including some regional programming for the East. 


The station also takes shared regional programmes from sister stations BBC Radio 
Suffolk, BBC Essex, BBC Three Counties Radio and BBC Radio Northampton. During the 
station's downtime, BBC Radio Norfolk simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Andy Archer 

e Rob Bonnet 

e Tom Edwards 

e Helen McDermott 
e Roy Waller 

e Stewart White 
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BAGRADIO 
NORTHAMPTON 


City Northampton 


Broadcast Northamptonshire 


area 


Frequency 104.2 FM, 103.6FM, DAB, Freeview channel 
734 - RDS = BBC Nhtn 


First air 16 June 1982 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC East 
BBC East Midlands 


Website BBC Radio Northampton 
BBC Radio Northampton is the BBC Local Radio service for 
the English county of Northamptonshire. It broadcasts from its studios in Broadcasting 
House, Abington Street, Northampton (a listed building) on 104.2FM (Northampton) and 
103.6FM (Geddington, between Kettering and Corby) ™ 


The station's Managing Editor is Aftab Gulzar, with Laura Cook as news editor. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 90,000 listeners and a 8.9% 
share as of December 2018. 


Opening[edit] 


The station was launched at 6:45am on 16 June 1982 on 1107 AM and 96.6 FM, with Jon 
Beynon's programme Start the Day, the first piece of music being John 
Williams's Superman theme, followed by Work that Body by Diana Ross. 


The first outside broadcast followed on 17 June 1982, and the official opening was 
performed by the Duke of Gloucester. 


The station was renamed BBC Northampton in 1990, but then changed to BBC Radio 
Northampton on 3 April 2000. 


Broadcasting House in Abington Street, Northampton 


Transmitters[edit] 


The station has two FM transmitters, with 104.2 FM broadcast from the Boughton Green 
Road area of Northampton, and 103.6 FM broadcast from a mast near the village 

of Geddington. Listeners can tune into 104.2 in the south and west of the county 
(including Northampton and surrounding area), whereas 103.6 serves the north and 
east (including Kettering and Corby). 


Along the M1, the station can be heard on 104.2 FM from Milton Keynes to Copt 

Oak (near Leicester). There is no longer a MW frequency, but the station went digital 
on DAB in March 2013. Radio Northampton was originally available on 

1107 kHz MW across the County from a transmitter at Kings Heath; this was reallocated 
to Virgin Radio using 1233 kHz. For the north-east of the county near Oundle, 


the Peterborough transmitter has Radio Cambridgeshire on DAB from a NOW 
Digital multiplex. The Northampton transmitter also has the Global Radio-owned 
regional commercial station Heart FM on 96.6FM, and has national radio frequencies. 


The transmitter at Daventry on Borough Hill has BBC National DAB, Digital One 11D and 
an MXR West Midlands 12A multiplex (since August 2001). This transmitter was the 
BBC's first Long wave transmitter, beginning 27 July 1925. It had not been previously 
used by the BBC since 1978. 


It is also available through television (from the Waltham and Sandy Heath transmitters) 
on Freeview Channel 734. 


DAB licence[edit] 


On 11 October 2007, the DAB licence was awarded to NOW Digital. MuxCo had also bid 
for the licence. 


NOW Digital expected to start broadcasting from the three transmitters at Northampton, 
Geddington and Daventry in September 2008, however transmissions eventually began 
on 28 March 2013 on DAB channel 10C. The line-up was identical to that of the 
neighbouring Herts, Beds and Bucks multiplex, consisting of local Northamptonshire 
stations (BBC Radio Northampton: countywide, Connect FM: Wellingborough, Kettering, 
Corby) and national stations (Capital, Gold and Heart: Northants, Bucks, MK, Beds and 
Herts regional service), along with stations aimed at the Herts, Beds and Bucks area 
(BBC Three Counties Radio and MKFM). 


From February 2015, OFCOM approved the separation of the Northamptonshire 
multiplex from the Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire multiplex, resulting 
in the removal of BBC Three Counties Radio, BOB fm and MKFM from the 
Northamptonshire multiplex, and the removal of BBC Radio Northampton from the 
Herts, Beds and Bucks multiplex. 


Sports coverage[edit] 


BBC Radio Northampton airs extensive sports coverage, led by editor Graham 
McKechnie. Football commentators include Tim Oglethorpe, Alex Winter, lan Benjamin 
and Terry Angus for Northampton Town, Peter Short for Kettering Town, Chris Barrett at 
Brackley/Rushden and Chuck Middleton at Corby. McKechnie commentates 

on Northampton Saints rugby with Lennie Newman and lan Hunter. Northants 
Steelbacks cricket commentators include McKechnie, Alex Winter and Lee Daggett. 
When not broadcast on FM, every match is covered on-line. The sports team is also 
supplemented by News Editor Laura Cook who has a particular interest in motor sport 
and horse racing. The station broadcasts 3 weekly sports shows from 6 - 7PM, The 
Saints Show on Wednesday presented by McKechnie, Newman and Hunter, focusing on 
a guest from Northampton Saints, The Cobblers Show/The Cricket Show on Thursday 
and Friday Night Sport. 


Branding[edit] 


BBC Radio Northampton now use the generic BBC Local Radio jingles by Mcasso Music 
Production. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC Radio Northampton's programming is produced and broadcast from 
its Northampton studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Northampton also carries regional programming for 
the East, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Essex, BBC Three 
Counties Radio and BBC Radio Suffolk. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio 
Northampton simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


The station's local presenters include Annabel Amos (weekday breakfast), Bernie Keith 
(weekday mornings / Saturday evenings), Helen Blaby (weekday afternoons), Wayne 
Bavin (weekday drivetime) and Tim Wheeler (weekday evenings). 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Liz Kershaw - former breakfast show presenter; 2002: 2005-2010. now a presenter 
on BBC 6 Music; / BBC Coventry & Warwickshire. 
e Howard Stableford - went on to present the BBC television series Tomorrow's World 


ViLoR[edit] 


ViLOR (Virtual Local Radio) is the name of a BBC project that uses computer 
virtualisation and audio-over-IP to reduce the amount of equipment at a radio station. In 
2014 Radio Northampton became the first station to operate in this way. ™ ViLoR is to 
be implemented at all BBC Local Radio stations. © 


Satellite Van[edit] 


Like other BBC local radio stations Radio Northampton no longer uses a car with a 
pump-up mast to get reports from locations around its area and instead uses a van with 
a Satellite dish. 


Satellite Van 


Notable events/[edit] 
Involvement in U.S. presidential inauguration[edit] 


BBC Northampton operates the Twitter account "@BBCNorthampton". A tweet was sent 
from the Twitter account on the day after the President's Inauguration, claiming that 


Donald Trump had been shot, but later the BBC confirmed that the account had been 
hacked. 


References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Northampton at BBC Online 

e History of local radio in Northamptonshire 
e David's Transmitter World 

e MDS975's Transmitter Map 

e Geddington transmitter 

e Northampton transmitter 


Audio clips[edit] 


e jingle package !zemanent dead links 
e 2002 jingle 
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BBC Radio Suffolk 


EIEN RADIO 
SUFFOLK 


City Ipswich 


Broadcast Suffolk 


area 


Frequency 95.5 MHz, 95.9 MHz, 103.9 MHz & 104.6 
MHz 
RDS: BBC_Suff 


Freeview: 720 


DAB: 10C 
First air 12 April 1990 
date 
Format Local news, talk, sport and music 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC East 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/radiosuffolk 


BBC Radio Suffolk is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of Suffolk, 
commencing broadcasts on 12 April 1990. Its studios are at Broadcasting House in St 
Matthews Street, lpswich. The station broadcasts on 95.5 (Oulton, near Lowestoft), 95.9 
(Aldeburgh), 103.9 (Manningtree) and 104.6 (Great Barton, four miles north-east of Bury 
St Edmunds near the B1106 and Conyers Green) FM. In 2004, Radio Suffolk was named 
Station of the Year in the Sony Radio Academy Awards." It is available in parts of Suffolk 
on DAB 10C and from Sudbury and Tacolneston television transmitters (plus relays of) 
on Freeview channel 720. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 104,000 listeners and a 8.3% 
share as of December 2018. 


Transmitters[edit] 


SE Suffolk The Manningtree frequency 103.9FM is the strongest at 5KW ERP. The 154.4 
metre (507 ft) antenna mast transmitter is just south of Manningtree, in Essex, and is 
also one of the BBC Essex MW transmitters. However, the BBC Radio Suffolk broadcasts 
are directional to the North. 


West Suffolk The Great Barton transmitter on 104.6FM 2KW ERP, also has Heart FM 
East Anglia on 96.4FM. 


Lowestoft and Waveney Due to what was called a "planning error" with Lowestoft at 
launch, having no coverage, a 50W VP relay started during January 1991 on 95.5FM. It 
was on the water tower at Hollingswood Road. It covered just the town of Lowestoft 
itself, leaving other nearby areas reliant on the transmitters at Manningtree or Great 
Barton. It was replaced by a higher power transmitter (2KW ERP VP) at Oulton in 2003 
to service NE Suffolk. The Oulton transmitter also has The Beach on 103.4FM. 


Aldeburgh and East Suffolk The 95.9FM frequency, from the Aldeburgh mast, began 
in 2004 and had to be approved by the Dutch government in case of interference in 

the Netherlands. Broadcasts are at 2KW ERP Mixed Polarization. The mast is also used 
as a TV relay for the Suffolk coastal area. Aldeburgh is a relay of Manningtree on 
103.9FM, all the other transmitters have direct links with ISDN backup system in place 
(August 2017). Aldeburgh was added because of the locally poor reception (as it was on 
the edge of the Manningtree coverage). 


There is no MW frequency. Radio Suffolk is licenced to broadcast commentary on 
all Ipswich Town league and cup games on FM and Dab, but not on Freeview or via the 
BBC iplayer or Sounds app. 


DAB signal is on 10C from Mendlesham (Central Suffolk and Ipswich), Puttock's Hill 
(Bury St Edmunds), Warren Heath (Ipswich), Felixstowe (Town and Dock area). Suffolk 
MUX testing started on 30 September 2016 and launched on 7 October 2017 at 9:30am. 
41, Due to the few masts currently in use, there is a lack of coverage towards the Suffolk 
Coast north of Felixstowe to Lowestoft. Sudbury, Newmarket, Haverhill, Lowestoft, 
Southwold and Beccles & Bungay also have very poor or no DAB coverage of the Suffolk 
MUX. Radio Suffolk is so far the last BBC Local Radio station to be made available on 
DAB. 


Digital TV From 6 June 2016, BBC Radio Suffolk was available 

on Freeview and YouView channel 720 as part of the nationwide roll out of BBC local 
radio stations on Freeview. This is only from the Sudbury and Tacolneston transmitter 
groups, covering the same area as Look East (East). 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Suffolk's programming is produced and broadcast from its Ipswich 
studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Suffolk also carries regional programming for the East, 
produced from sister stations BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Essex, BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire, BBC 3 Counties Radio and BBC Radio Northampton. During the 
station's downtime, BBC Radio Suffolk simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable past presenters include Nicholas Pandolfi Roy Waller and Stewart White were 
famous in Radio Norfolk. 


See also[edit] 


e Suffolk Youth Orchestra 


References[edit] 


^ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/suffolk/3170374.stm 

^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Suffolk at BBC Online 


e History of local radio in Suffolk 


e Transmitter Coverage Maps 
e Aldeburgh transmitter 


e Great Barton transmitter 
e Manningtree transmitter (includes coverage map) 
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BIBIC] 


THREE COUNTIES 
RADIO 


Broadcast Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Buckingh 


area amshire 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC East 
Website BBC Three Counties Radio 


BBC Three Counties Radio is the BBC Local Radio service for 
the English counties of Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire (referred to 
as Beds, Herts and Bucks), broadcasting from studios at Grove Park in Dunstable. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 137,000 listeners and a 4.6% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] 

BBC Radio Bedfordshire (1985-1993) [edit] 
—— RADIO 
BEDFORDSHIRE 


a ma 


Radio Bedfordshire logo 


The station launched as "Radio Bedfordshire" on 24 June 1985, serving the whole of 
Bedfordshire plus (despite the name) North Bucks and the northern parts of 
Hertfordshire. Therefore, as well as Luton and Bedford (and the rest of Bedfordshire), 
Milton Keynes, Hemel Hempstead, Harpenden, Aylesbury, St Albans, Welwyn Garden 
City, Letchworth, Stevenage and Hitchin were served by the new station. In 1992 the 
station became known as "BBC Radio Bedfordshire with Herts and Bucks". 


BBC Three Counties Radio (1993-present) [edit] 


The station changed to its present name on 5 April 1993. The new name was intended 
to reflect the wider reach across the three counties and to give equal service to all. The 
editorial area was not, at that point, expanded but enhanced studio facilities and staff 
were devoted to Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire. 


The radio station changed to a new freephone number in March 2018 - the new number 
is 08081 008800 


New transmitters at Epping Green and Bedmond extended the coverage to Welwyn 
Garden City, Hatfield and west Hertfordshire in late 2005. 


The station's satellite studio at Willen in Milton Keynes produced separate breakfast 
show for the Milton Keynes area from October 2001 until September 2012. With the 
opening of new transmitters in Buckinghamshire, the Milton Keynes opt-outs were 
extended across the whole county, with a separate drivetime show from November 
2004 until October 2005, before producing the separate lunchtime programme which 
ended in February 2007 with a revamp of the schedule. The Buckinghamshire opt-out 
was scaled back to a breakfast show for Milton Keynes only, Morning MK with Helen 
Legh. The studio at Willen was also host to Phil Lack's early breakfast until late 2009. In 
September 2012, Morning MK was axed and replaced with a breakfast show for Beds, 
Herts and Bucks from BBC 3CR in Luton. 


3CR became available on DAB radio on 14 February 2013.2 
Three Counties moved to brand new studios in Dunstable in June 2015. 


Transmitters[edit] 


BBC Three Counties Radio broadcasts on 90.4FM (Epping Green, near Hertford), 92.1FM 
(Bedmond, near Hemel Hempstead), 94.7FM (Quainton Hill, near Aylesbury), 95.5FM 
(Sandy Heath), 98.0FM (High Wycombe), 103.8FM (Zouches Farm, near Luton), 104.5FM 


(Bow Brickhill, near Milton Keynes), 630 kHz 0.2 kW MW (Lewsey Farm, near Luton), 
1161 kHz (Kempston, near Bedford), and streaming from the BBC 3CR website. BBC 3CR 
is also carried only the Herts, Beds and Bucks digital radio multiplex, transmitted from 
Sandy Heath, Epping Green, Hemel Hempstead, Chepping Wycombe, Letchworth, 
Zouches Farm and Bow Brickhill. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Three Counties Radio's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Dunstable studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Three Counties Radio also carries regional programming for 
the East, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Essex, BBC Radio 
Suffolk and BBC Radio Northampton. During the station's downtime, BBC Three Counties 
Radio simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Andy Collins 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Chris Whitehead 

e Tony Blackburn 

e Jon Gaunt 

e Simon Groom 

e john Radford 

e Dave Lee Travis (former Sunday morning presenter) 

e Stephen Rhodes (former breakfast / consumer show presenter) 
e Andy Lloyd (former Sunday morning and swing presenter) 

e Nick Lawrence (former Breakfast Show presenter, ex-Chiltern FM) 
e Gary Whitford (now a television director) 

e Mo Dutta 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 
2. ^ [1] Radio Today. 14 February 2013. Retrieved 14 February 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e Media UK - BBC Three Counties Radio 

e Bow Brickhill transmitter. 

e Epping Green transmitter. 

e Hemel Hempstead (Bedmond) transmitter. 
e High Wycombe transmitter. 

e Lewsey Farm transmitter. 


e Kempston transmitter. 
e Quainton Hill transmitter. 


e Sandy Heath transmitter. 
e Zouches Farm transmitter. 
e Chepping Wycombe Transmitter 
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BBC East Midlands 


GEIE East Midlands 


BBC East Midlands's area within the UK 
TV Waltham 
transmitte 


rs 


Radio BBC Radio Derby 


stations BBC Radio Leicester 


BBC Radio Nottingham 


Headquart London Road, Nottingham, NG2 4UU 


ers 
Area Derbyshire (except High 
Peak, Chesterfield, Bolsover and North 
East Derbyshire) 
Leicestershire 
Nottinghamshire (except Bassetlaw) 
Rutland 
Lincolnshire (South Kesteven) 
some northern parts 
of Northamptonshire 
Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions East Midlands 
Key Stuart Thomas 
eople 
Pot (Head of Regional 
& Local Programmes) 
Launch January 1991 
date 


BBC East Midlands is the BBC English Region covering Derbyshire (except High 
Peak, North East Derbyshire and the northern areas of the Derbyshire 

Dales), Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire (except Bassetlaw), Rutland, South 
Kesteven in Lincolnshire and some northern parts of Northamptonshire. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC East Midlands's television output consists of the flagship regional news service East 
Midlands Today, the topical magazine programme /nside Out and a 15-minute opt-out 


during Sunday Politics. 


The television area is bigger than the region's radio area, because of the coverage from 
Waltham over Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire. In reality, Radio Leicester covers 
much the same area as TV reception from Waltham, including all of Northamptonshire. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Nottingham, BBC Radio 
Derby and BBC Radio Leicester. 


On weekdays, the three stations carry local programming between 6 am and 7pm. The 
weekday ‘East Midlands Late Show' is produced at Nottingham from Sunday to 
Thursday, and is presented by various hosts on air between 10 pm and closedown at 
lam. 


Waltham transmitter in Leicestershire countryside 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC East Midlands also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and the 'BBC Local News’ websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


The region itself used to be part of BBC Midlands as one large region controlled 

from Pebble Mill Studios but was served by a small television and radio studio based on 
the top floor of Willson House on Derby Road in Nottingham. This studio supplied live 
reporter pieces and interviews as injects into the BBC Midlands evening programme 
"Midlands Today", which were seen by the whole region - the Nottingham studio also 
produced some regional programming, including The Dog Show and Dennis McCarthy's 
Weekly Echo. 


However, to better serve East Midlands viewers, a few changes were made. Initially, the 
region was given an opt-out news service consisting of an opt-out within Midlands 
Today and some short bulletins, but this was expanded in January 1991, when a whole 
new region was created. The new region had a new news programme, although the 
programme's visual identity remained the same as its West Midlands counterpart. The 
region is now very much separate from the Midlands region. 


Transmission service area[edit] 


Although the East Midlands and West Midlands are similar in size, the Birmingham 
programme covers a larger area than the Nottingham programme because its region 
has three main transmitters, and the Nottingham programme has one, of which the 
eastern half of Waltham's TSA is outside the BBC East Midlands area. Waltham is on the 


eastern edge of Leicestershire, and is also the main transmitter for south Lincolnshire. 
North Northamptonshire is near to Waltham as well. 


The journalistic coverage is different from the broadcast coverage because of the set of 
radio stations that are tied to the BBC East Midlands region, and which are not. 
Peterborough and north Northamptonshire, although mostly covered by Waltham, have 
their radio stations both tied to the BBC East region in distant Norwich. 


It began broadcasting in widescreen format in July 2002. 


Studios[edit] 


-~ 


Headquarters of BBC East Midlands 


In 1991 the TV studios, Radio Nottingham, and the BBC region's offices were at York 
House on Mansfield Road. This became Nottingham Trent University's Centre for 
Broadcasting & Journalism, with the TV studios left intact, which opened in September 
1999. York House is soon to be demolished.“ NTU moved its broadcasting centre in 
2009 to its Chaucer Building on Goldsmith Street. 


New headquarters[edit] 


The Nottingham headquarters were built especially after the region was created and 
were state of the art when constructed in 1999, containing the newsroom for East 
Midlands Today, a small studio for use by regional news, and accommodation for BBC 
Radio Nottingham. It is located on London Road, Nottingham.” 


In addition to the main headquarters, the region has offices in St. Helens 

Street, Derby containing BBC Radio Derby, and in St. Nicholas 

Place, Leicester housing BBC Radio Leicester. Both of these premises also contain news 
bureaux for East Midlands Today. 


See also[edit] 
EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 


References[edit] 


1. ^ York House 
2. ^ Move in 1999 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News 


e East Midlands Today 
e BBC East Midlands transmitter coverage map 
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BBC Radio Derby 


BAGRADIO 
DERBY 


Broadcast Derbyshire and East Staffordshire 


area 


Frequency RDS: BBCDerby, 104.5 FM, 95.3 FM, 96 FM, 
1116 MW, DAB, Freeview channel 735 


First air 29 April 1971 


date 
Format Talk / News / Music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 


BBC East Midlands 


[absis BBC Radio Derby 

BBC Radio Derby is the BBC Local Radio station for the English county of Derbyshire, 
covering all but the northern tip of the county, and also serves eastern Staffordshire, 
mainly Uttoxeter and Burton upon Trent. The station broadcasts from its studios 

in Derby on 104.5, 95.3 (Stanton Moor, near Bakewell) and 96.0 (Buxton) FM and 1116 
(Burnaston Lane, next to the Toyota factory) AM. It also transmits its programmes over 
the internet, and, as of 23 July 2014, broadcasts on DAB Digital Radio on the NOW 
Derbyshire DAB Multiplex. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 124,000 listeners and a 9.4% 
share as of December 2018."! 


Overview/[edit] 


BBC Radio Derby's satellite van pictured in Osnabruck - Derby's twin city. 


BBC Radio Derby began broadcasting officially on 29 April 1971, though it went on air 
two months earlier than planned to cover the bankruptcy of the local aero-engine 
manufacturer Rolls-Royce. The station's logo was a Rams head in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s (as many other organisations in Derby have). 


Much of the station's output is speech based, featuring news, sport, weather, travel, 
interviews, and discussions, mixed in with music and competitions. The station's 
primary audience is aimed at listeners aged over 45, though the sports and weekend 
shows attract a greater age range. 


BBC Radio Derby Sport broadcasts live match commentaries from local football teams, 
especially Derby County and Burton Albion. There is also extensive coverage of 
Derbyshire cricket during the summer. 


The station won the prestigious "Station of the Year" award in the category for radio 
stations that serve between 300,000 and 1 million listeners at the Sony Radio Academy 
Awards in 2007, 2010 and 2011, becoming the first BBC local radio station to win it 
three times.2 Also, in both 20172 and 2009, Radio Derby was named Station of the Year 
in the BBC local radio station Gillard awards. 


Transmitters[edit] 


BBC Radio Derby's medium wave transmitter at Burnaston. 


104.5FM is the primary frequency for BBC Radio Derby, and comes from a 200 ft 
transmitting mast on Drum Hill, four miles north of the Derby City Centre, the other side 
of the A38 from Little Eaton, next to a Scout camp. This service used to come from 

the Sutton Coldfield transmitter. There is a transmitter for the Bakewell and Matlock 
areas based at Stanton Moor on 95.3 FM, and a relay of that frequency for the Buxton 
area on 96 FM. BBC Radio Sheffield is also clearly heard around Chesterfield with a 
dedicated relay station based in the town. Though in Derbyshire, Chesterfield and its 
surrounding area is officially catered for by Peak FM, Hallam FM or Radio Sheffield. 
Likewise, the north-western portion of the county taking in Glossop, Chapel, and Whaley 
Bridge is served by BBC Radio Manchester. 


In addition, all of BBC Radio Derby's area is served via its medium wave service on 
1116 kHz which comes from its transmitting mast at Burnaston, just south of the city, 
close to the Toyota car plant. 


Capital FM East Midlands broadcasting on 102.8 FM also comes from the Drum Hill 
transmitter, as well as a local relay on 101.4 FM for the East Midlands regional station, 
Smooth FM. Stanton Moor also transmits the BBC national radio stations on FM and Peak 
FM on 102 FM (broadcast from Sheepbridge in Chesterfield on 107.4 FM). Buxton also 
has a television relay with regional programming from the North West and BBC national 
FM services, and High Peak Radio on 106.4 FM. 


The station's main BBC National DAB transmitter is located in Quarndon, on the 
outskirts of Derby. A second transmitter, located in Lichfield, began operating in the 
early hours of 19 November 2014, in order to provide DAB coverage to the South 
Derbyshire and East Staffordshire areas. The third transmitter, located in North 
Derbyshire alongside the existing 95.3 FM transmitter at Stanton Moor, commenced 
operation in December of the same year. In addition, Digital One have a transmitter in 
Chesterfield. Services over most of the area come from the nearest BBC DAB 


transmitters at Sutton Coldfield and Waltham, plus Holme Moss in the north. North East 
Derbyshire and Chesterfield listeners can pick up intermittent reception of Yorkshire- 
based local and regional DAB services from a transmitter in Sheffield (Tapton Hill). A 
local Derbyshire DAB licence was advertised by OFCOM in January 2007, and has been 
awarded to "Now Digital" (with this Multiplex being known as NOW Derbyshire), with an 
"on air" date originally planned for July 2008, however this was delayed until July 2014. 
{1 In addition to commercial services, BBC Radio Derby will be transmitted on the 
multiplex from five transmitter sites of Chesterfield, Drum Hill, Tibshelf, Stanton Moor, 
and Lichfield. There are also long term plans for further transmitters at Buxton, 
Ashbourne, and Glossop. 


It is also available through television (from the Waltham transmitter) on Freeview 
Channel 735. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Derby's programming is produced and broadcast from its Derby 
studios from 6am - 10pm on Sundays - Fridays and from 6am-6pm and 8-9pm on 
Saturdays. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Derby also carries regional programming for the 
Midlands and East Midlands regions, produced from sister stations BBC Radio 
Nottingham and BBC WM. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Derby 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Alastair Yates 

e Terry Christian 
e Ross Fletcher 

e Phil Trow 

e Colin Bloomfield 
e Andy Potter 

e James Whale 


Colin Bloomfield Sun Meter[edit] 


On 3 June 2016, Radio Derby unveiled the UK's first public UV meter in Markeaton Park. 
1 |t was a joint venture with the charity Skcin and was paid for with proceeds from the 
Colin Bloomfield Melanoma Appeal. Later in the year, a second meter was unveiled 

in Long Eaton's West Park. 


Money Mountain appeals[edit] 


From 1983 until 2008, BBC Radio Derby held its annual 'Money Mountain’ event. In later 
years this took place on the second Sunday of October; however it was originally held 
over the course of the entire weekend, and was presented from a marquee in the 
station's car park. This idea was abandoned a few years prior to the event's demise and 
all presenting took place inside the station building itself. 


The idea of the event was to support local charities with donations from listeners. The 
day commenced with 'Dial a Hymn'; where listeners dedicated hymns to loved ones in 
exchange for a donation. This was then followed at 9 am by an on-air auction which 
lasted until late in the evening. Lots typically consisted services by local companies 
(such as car valeting) and unique items (such as signed celebrity photographs, behind- 
the-scenes tours and home-made products). 


In 2004, the amount of money raised over the years passed the one million pound mark. 
The person who pledged the bid to surpass this figure was rewarded with a cut 


glass trophy. 
The 2008 auction was to be the last. Twenty-five years had passed since the first 


auction, and it was decided for the event to "go out on a high" in the anniversary year. 
The final lot was to win the actual gavel used during the auction over the years. This 


raised £350; the final total for the 2008 auction was £20,951.31, bringing the grand 
total over the twenty-five years to £1,121,010.31. 


Branding[edit] 


The station's jingles have varied greatly over the years as trends in music and 
technology have changed; indeed, the jingle that plays prior to every hourly news 
bulletin (one of a new batch of tunes introduced in January 2017), features the 

slogan, On Radio, TV and Mobile - this is BBC Radio Derby; a reflection of the 
different ways in which the station's output can be heard these days. In the mid-1980s, 
the station's slogan was "Rise and shine on 269!"; the '269' referring to the 269 
metres wavelength of the 1116 kHz medium-wave frequency. This slogan formed the 
basis of many jingles in this era, but was phased out in the 1990s as the FM frequencies 
increased in popularity. Nowadays, mentions of the 269m wavelength are rare, with the 
presenters tending to simply mention the actual frequency of the medium-wave signal. 


From the commencement of the 96FM frequency for the Buxton area until April 2008, 
the jingles were provided by Bespoke Music of Penryn, Cornwall (being exactly the same 
as Radio Wiltshire). They were then provided by Wise Buddah Productions of London. 
Now the generic Mcasso jingles are used. 
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BBC Radio Leicester 


BAGRADIO 
LEICESTER 


City Leicester 


Broadcast Leicestershire, Rutland 


area 


Slogan A passion for Leicestershire, BBC Radio 


Leicester 


Frequency RDS: BBC Leic, 104.9 FM 


First air 8 November 1967 
date 
Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s) English 


Class | 

Owner BBC Local Radio,o 
BBC East Midlands 

Website BBC Radio Leicester 


BBC Radio Leicester is the BBC Local Radio service for 
the English counties of Leicestershire and Rutland. The station broadcasts from studios 
in Leicester on 104.9 FM, on DAB, and via the BBC iPlayer. 


History[edit] 


BBC Radio Leicester was the first of the new wave of BBC Local Radio stations 
introduced in the 1960s. Radio Leicester began broadcasting at 12.45p.m. on 8 


November 1967 on 95.05 VHF from a transmitter located on Gorse Hill above the city 
centre. 


The station's former 837 kHz medium wave frequency from the Freeman's Common 
transmitter near the University of Leicester is now used by the BBC Asian Network, 
which originated in Leicester but is now a national network delivered via DAB, digital 
satellite, Freeview and other systems across the UK and beyond. 


In 2007, the station celebrated its 40th anniversary by launching a Ruby Rainbow 
Appeal in aid of the Rainbows Hospice based in Loughborough, within its TSA (total 
survey area). Special events took place throughout the year culminating in a final fund- 
raising appeal around the time of the anniversary in November 2007. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 167,000 listeners and a 6.2% 
share as of December 2018.4 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Leicester building, at 9 St Nicholas Place 


In 2005, the station moved to new premises at 9 St Nicholas Place. This new centre is 
adjacent to the medieval Guildhall and Cathedral and includes many aspects of 
Leicester's history, such as Victorian tiles and an undercroft (first revealed in 1841), 
with remains dating to Roman times. The Centre houses the BBC College of Journalism's 
base for the Midlands, an IT Centre that is used in partnership with local organisations, 
and a BBC Shop selling a wide range of BBC-branded merchandise. 


Transmitters[edit] 


Although the station's FM transmitter mast is only 70 m (230 ft) tall, it is set 235 m 
(770 ft) above sea level on top of the Jurassic limestone ridge at Copt Oak, next to 

the M1. This is a high point in Charnwood Forest, part of the National Forest. Since 6 
December 2002, the station's DAB signal has come from the NOW Digital East Midlands 
(NDEM) Leicester 11B multiplex, which comes from Copt Oak and Houghton on the Hill. 
The Waltham transmitter and Houghton-on-the-Hill have a Digital One multiplex and 
Waltham has a BBC National DAB multiplex. The Copt Oak transmitter also 

broadcasts Gem 106. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Leicester's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Leicester studios between 6a.m. and 10p.m. on Sundays-Fridays and from 6a.m. to 
6p.m. and 8-9p.m. on Saturdays. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Leicester also carries regional programming for the 
Midlands and East Midlands regions, produced by sister stations BBC WM and BBC Radio 
Nottingham. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Leicester simulcasts BBC Radio 5 
Live overnight. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


Copt Oak transmitter next to the M1 motorway. 


e BBC Radio Leicester 

e The history of Radio Leicester 

e Copt Oak transmitter (including coverage map) 
e Houghton-on-the-Hill transmitter (digital 

e The old 837 kHz transmitter in Leicester 


Audio clips[edit] 


e Suspect dedication in 2006 
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BAGRADIO 
NOTTINGHAM 


City Nottingham 


Broadcast Nottinghamshire 


area 
Slogan A Passion for Nottinghamshire Life 


Frequenc RDS: BBCNottm, 95.1 MHz, 95.5 MHz, 103.8 
y MHz, DAB (NOW Nottingham) Freeview 
channel 720 


First air 31 January 1968 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC East Midlands 


Website BBC Radio Nottingham 


BBC Radio Nottingham is a BBC Local Radio station serving 
the English county of Nottinghamshire. It broadcasts on FM, DAB radio and Freeview 
from studios located on London Road in Nottingham city centre. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 151,000 listeners and a 8.6% 
share as of December 2018." 


Transmission frequencies[edit] 


Radio Nottingham is broadcast on three FM frequencies: 


e 103.8 to Nottingham and south Nottinghamshire, from Mapperley Ridge in north 
Nottingham 

e 95.5 to Mansfield from Fishponds Hill 

e 95.1 to Newark from Beacon Hill (since January 2004) 


The Mansfield signal is strong enough to be heard as far north as Scunthorpe, far 
outside Nottinghamshire. The Nottingham signal may be heard as far south as Leicester. 


Since 30 April 2004, the station has been available on DAB from the NDEM (NOW Digital 
East Midlands) Nottingham 12C multiplex from Waltham (main signal and 
in Leicestershire), Mapperley Ridge and Fishponds Hill (since July 2006). 


It is also available through television (from the Waltham transmitter) on Freeview 
Channel 720. In addition, the station is transmitted via its website, using RealPlayer. 


The station used to broadcast AM signals on 1584 kHz Medium Wave, from Clipstone, 
near Mansfield, until 25 January 2018 when the transmitter was turned off. This followed 
a trial, to determine if listeners would miss or complain about the loss of services on 
medium wave, from 17 August to 24 September 2012 when BBC Radio Nottingham 
stopped broadcasting its normal programmes on medium wave, instead directing 
listeners to FM or DAB. 


North Nottinghamshire, covering the district of Bassetlaw including the towns 

of Retford and Worksop, is officially covered by the FM, DAB and Freeview signals 
carrying BBC Radio Sheffield although editorially, it is BBC Radio Nottingham which 
covers news for this area via its radio and Internet news and social media channels 
despite the area being outside the official transmission coverage area for BBC Radio 
Nottingham, though FM and to a lesser extent, DAB and Freeview reception is possible 
in this area. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Nottingham's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Nottingham studios from 6am - 10pm on Sundays - Fridays and from 6am-6pm and 8- 
9pm on Saturdays. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Nottingham also carries regional programming for the 
Midlands and East Midlands regions, including its own specialist music programming at 
weekends and the Midlands' late show from BBC WM. During the station's downtime, 
BBC Radio Nottingham simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Former notable presenters[edit] 
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e Dennis McCarthy, who continued broadcasting on the station — despite falling ill — 
until the afternoon he died. 

e Simon Mayo began his radio career here where he worked for four years in 1982, 
moving to Radio 1 in May 1986 

e Matthew Bannister, former late night host on Radio 5 Live, worked as a reporter in 
1978 

e Mansfield's Richard Bacon began his broadcasting career at BBC Radio Nottingham 

e Comedian Boothby Graffoe had a weekly show in the late 1980s for a short time 

e John Simons worked on the station in the late 1980s. He is now the Group 
Programme Director for GMG Radio 


Surrounding areas([edit] 


The nearest BBC TV news is East Midlands Today, who share the studios on London 
Road (A60) in Nottingham with the BBC Radio Nottingham team. The studio used to be 
in a building (York House) near the Victoria Centre on Mansfield Road before 1998. That 
building was then used by Nottingham Trent University as the Centre for Broadcast 
Journalism as the base for the Nottingham Trent International College. York House was 
demolished in May 2015 to make way for proposed future extensions to the Victoria 
(shopping) Centre. 


BBC Radio Nottingham faces local competition from the regional commercial 

stations Gem 106 and 106.6 Smooth Radio, which are broadcast from Nottingham- 
based studios to the wider East Midlands. Trent FM, Nottingham's heritage commercial 
radio station, was merged with Leicester Sound and Ram FM in January 2011 to forma 
regional station Capital FM East Midlands, which carries a mix of local and networked 
output. In the Mansfield area commercial station Mansfield 103.2 exists, also 
transmitted from Fishponds Hill. 


Listeners north of Worksop and Retford, are catered for by BBC Radio Sheffield 
broadcasting on 104.1FM from the Holme Moss transmitter. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Nottingham 

e Local news 

e The Beat programme on BBC Radio Nottingham 
e Behind the scenes of BBC Radio Nottingham's Matchday 
e History of local radio in Nottinghamshire 

e Reception map 

e David's Transmitter World 

e Studio webcam 

e Clipstone transmitter 

e Mansfield (Fishponds Hill) transmitter 

e Mapperley Ridge transmitter 

e Newark transmitter 

e Ciao -The Beat 


Audio clips[edit] 


e First words of Radio Nottingham in January 1968 
e Fire eating vicar 
e 2001 News jingle 


Video clips[edit] 


e Recording the jingles at S2 Blue in Leek 
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This article is about the BBC London region. For news bulletins known on screen as BBC 
London, see BBC London News. 


BBC London 


‘BI BIC London 


BBC London's area within the UK 


TV Crystal Palace 


transmitters 


Radio BBC Radio London 


stations 


Headquarters Broadcasting House, London 


Area Greater London 
Surrey (much) 
western Essex 
Parts Of Buckinghamshire 
Parts of Kent 


a small part of Hertfordshire 


Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions London 
Key people Mike McFarlane 


Head of Regional and Local 


Programmes 


Launch date 2000 


Official 
website 


www.bbc.co.uk/london 


BBC London is the BBC English Region producing local radio, television, teletext and 
online services in London and parts of the surrounding area. Its output includes the 
daily BBC London News and weekly Sunday Politics on television, the BBC Radio 

London radio station and local coverage of the London area on BBC Online and BBC Red 
Button. The region's headquarters are situated in the new eastern extension 

of Broadcasting House. 


Services[edit] 


Television[edit] 
Main article: BBC London News 


The staple of the local television service is BBC London News which broadcasts daily 

on BBC One, appearing with short bulletins during BBC Breakfast, after the BBC News at 
One and after the BBC News at Ten. The flagship programme is broadcast between 
18:30 and 19:00 each weekday evening, following the end of the BBC News at Six and is 
presented by Riz Lateef. Comparisons are inevitably made to the commercial TV 
regional competition, in this case /TV News London, which is produced for ITV by ITN. 


BBC London can be viewed in any part of the UK (and Europe) on digital 
satellite channel 954 on the BBC UK regional TV on satellite service. 


BBC London also produces current affairs, features and sports programming for the 
region including the topical magazine series /nside Out, a 20-minute opt-out 

during Sunday Politics and a football magazine show Late Kick Off, co-produced 
with BBC South East. 


Radio[edit] 
Main article: BBC Radio London 


BBC Radio London combines speech and music based programmes 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Broadcasting across London on 94.9 FM, DAB, Virgin Media Channel 
930, Sky Channel 0152 (in London area only), Freeview Channel 721 and also online. 
The station was previously known as BBC London Live, GLR (Greater London Radio) 

and BBC London 94.9. 


The current Breakfast show presenters are Penny Smith and Paul Ross and the mid 
morning phone-in show is presented by Vanessa Feltz. The Breakfast and Drivetime 
shows feature a wealth of local London news and comment with roving reporters out 
and about. Other programmes such as JoAnne Good or Robert Elms include varied 
speech and music with local news bulletins every half-hour. 


News bulletins on BBC Radio London at the top of the hour are traditionally longer than 
other BBC radio services at 5 minutes to fit in international, national and local stories 
with local sport and weather. In addition to the News service, a dedicated travel news 
service is operated by BBC London on TV, Radio and Online using information supplied 
by Transport for London, National Rail and the Highways Agency. The travel news on 
BBC Radio London is updated at 31 and 58 minutes past each hour during off peak 
times, and every 15 minutes, starting at the top of the hour, during evening and 
morning peaks. It is one of the few radio stations to have access to TfL traffic cameras. 


Sport is a major part of the radio schedule, with a three-hour sports based programme 
each weeknight evening and four-hour sport specials on Saturdays and Sundays. This is 
more than most other BBC local radio stations and reflects London's large number of 
sporting teams and events. 


History[edit] 


BBC London News launched on 1 October 2001 following changes to the coverage areas 
of BBC transmitters allowing for the establishment of new editorial areas. The main 
result was a reorganisation of the BBC's South East region; the London area was to 
break away entirely, while a new programme, South East Today was to be created for 
the new South East region. BBC London, as it came to be called, replaced the long- 
running Newsroom South East. 


Greater London and its environs have had a regional BBC television news service for 
many decades, but the boundaries of the region have always been somewhat nebulous 
due to the coverage areas of the transmitters used, as television signals do not tend to 
stick neatly to administrative or historical boundaries. Therefore, while the main focus 
of "regional" news coverage for this area has always been on the capital itself, it has for 
much of the BBC's life had to offer coverage of other parts of the Home Counties as 
well. 


There were many incarnations of regional news programmes in this area before the 
current programme was introduced in 2001. These included the London segment of 


the Nationwide from Lime Grove Studios; in this case, the regional presenters for 
London were also usually the main presenters of the national sequence of the 
programme which followed. Other identities for the London area coverage were London 
Plus, and finally Newsroom South East. 


Originally, the BBC London and the South East region took in the whole of Greater 
London, together with parts of Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent, Surrey, Hampshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Sussex, Bedfordshire and Oxfordshire. This meant that 
sizeable communities which probably deserved dedicated programming of their own - 
such as Oxford, Luton, Crawley and Medway - were often ill-served by a London-biased 
programme. 


The area created for the BBC London programme to broadcast to now covers a much 
more tightly-defined area, chiefly Greater London but still including parts 

of Bedfordshire, Essex, and Hertfordshire in the East of England region and parts 

of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Kent, Oxfordshire, Surrey and Sussex in the South East 
England region. There is also some overlap with the editorial areas of other BBC regions 
in this part of England. 


Oxfordshire (excluding Henley-on-Thames), most of Buckinghamshire, north Berkshire, 
north east Wiltshire, south east Gloucestershire and south west Northamptonshire, now 
take an opt-out of South Today while most of Kent and East Sussex is now covered by 
the BBC South East region based in Tunbridge Wells, which produces South East Today. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC London moved to the new Egton Wing of Broadcasting House in 2009. 


See also: Broadcasting House 


The previous news services for the area, in the old BBC South East region, were 
variously based in Shepherds Bush, White City and Elstree in Hertfordshire. Following 
the launch of BBC London, the region moved into facilities in Marylebone High Street, 
where the news service was based alongside BBC London News and the BBC's 
Governance Unit. 


The arrangement was only a temporary one, as at the time the BBC was trying to 
consolidate its London portfolio into a few properties. This included, most notably, the 
planned closure of BBC Television Centre and the extension and renovation 


of Broadcasting House, stage one of which would construct a huge wing, mirroring 
Broadcasting House in shape, size and structure named Egton Wing. The wing has 
recently been renamed the Peel Wing after John Peel and is the home of a number of 
BBC services including BBC London, who moved there in 2009 following the structure's 
completion and fitting. 


See also[edit] 
BOASC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
e ITV News London, the ITV counterpart 


References[edit] 
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BBC Radio London 


EIEN RADIO 
LONDON 


City 


Broadcast area 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Language(s) 


Former frequencies 


Network 


Operator 


Owner 


Webcast 


Website 


London 


Greater London 


FM: 94.9 MHz 


DAB: 12A 


RDS: BBCLondn 


Freesat: 718 


Freeview: 721 


Sky: 0152 


Virgin Media: 937 


6 October 1970 


Local news, talk and music 


English 


AM 1458 kHz 


BBC Local Radio 


BBC London 


BBC 


BBC iPlayer Radio 


bbc.co.uk/radiolondon 


BBC Radio London is London's BBC Local Radio station and part of the broader BBC 
London network. The station broadcasts across Greater London and beyond, on the 
94.9 FM frequency, DAB, Virgin Media Channel 937, Sky Channel 0152 (in the London 
area only), Freeview Channel 721 and online. 


The station's output is generally similar to that of other BBC Local Radio stations and 
targets a broad, mainstream audience. While previous incarnations of the station 
offered a more diverse range of programmes for London's various ethnic, religious, 
social and cultural communities, specialist programming now remains in a smaller form 
and is mostly broadcast during weekends. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 469,000 listeners and a 1.4% 
share as of September 2019.™ 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio London 


1970-1988: BBC Radio London[edit] 


Local radio arrived in London as part of the second wave of BBC local stations, following 
a successful pilot project headed by Frank Gillard, who on visiting the United States 
discovered local radio stations of varying formats and was to bring this concept to 
Britain. 


Test transmissions for the new local radio station were carried out from Wrotham, Kent, 
on 95.3 MHz in FM mono, relaying BBC Radio 1 (at the time broadcast only on medium 
wave), with several announcements informing listeners of the new service. On 6 
October 1970 BBC Radio London was launched, three years before commercial radio 
for Greater London in the guise of LBC. An additional medium wave frequency was 
allocated on 1457 kHz (206 metres) from Brookman's Park. 95.3 soon changed to 94.9. 


BBC Radio London was the local station for the capital, although in the early days it 
relied heavily on news reports from other stations in the BBC network and often shared 
programming with BBC Radio 2. It took on a fairly lively sound and featured (as it does 
to this day) extensive traffic reports, phone-in programmes — it pioneered the daily 
phone-in in the UK — and much contemporary and middle-of-the-road music. For 
several months after launch the station was not able to play commercial records as no 
agreement had been reached over so-called needle time, which led to London listeners 
becoming acquainted with broadcast library music from outside the UK (notably the 
Canadian Talent Library) and music from film soundtracks. A phone-in 

programme, Sounding Brass, was pioneered, devised and first presented by Owen 
Spencer-Thomas in 1977. Listeners were invited to choose a Christmas carol or hymn 
while a Salvation Army brass band stood by in the studio to play their request live. It 
later moved to BBC Radio 2 and was presented by Gloria Hunniford. 


As soon as Independent Local Radio stations LBC and Capital Radio went on air, public 
attention to Radio London declined, with the station attempting to copy both. 


BBC Radio London started regular broadcasts from Harewood House, Hanover Square, 
near Oxford Circus, later moving to 35 Marylebone High Street - the former Radio 
Times warehouse, famously without windows and providing an enormous sub-basement 
studio. 


Tests for FM stereo began in 1981 with Music on the Move, a programme featuring non- 
stop music, prior to full launch on 11 February. The FM transmitter was shortly moved 

to Crystal Palace. This coincided with the planned relaunch in 1981, which saw the 
station take on a style that was softer than BBC Radio 2 - a station predominantly 
playing "easy listening" music. Music ranged from softer contemporary pop, such as The 
Carpenters, to light classical music. This move was unpopular with employed staff, who 
thought it very un-hip, and politicians who would question the need for a local radio 
station to sound like the two music-based BBC national networks. However, the 

relaunch led to improved audience figures and a string of awards and accolades. 


One of its most influential programmes on the schedule was Black Londoners, devised 
by Ray Criushank, a community relations officer for the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham, and presented by Alex Pascall. ennes The programme 
helped to develop on-air talent from London's Afro-Caribbean community, namely Juliet 
Alexander, Syd Burke and Mike Phillips and was the pioneering programme on television 
or radio to regularly speak to Black Londoners. The programme's title was changed 

to Black London shortly before Radio London closed (see below). It was revived for a 
short time in 2003, with Pascall returning as presenter. The forerunner to the BBC Asian 
Network was a hugely popular Asian programme, London Sounds Eastern, presented 

by Vernon Corea who was appointed the BBC's Ethnic Minorities Adviser in the 1970s. 
(citation neede Pandit Ravi Shankar, Indian pop star Usha Uthup, were among those 
interviewed for London Sounds Eastern, launched on BBC Radio London in 1976 and 
produced by Keith Yeomans. The programme introduced the Bollywood music of Asha 
Bhosle and Lata Mangeshkar to new London audiences. 


A programming relaunch in 1984 saw Radio London adopt the tagline “The Heart and 
Soul of London", with more soul music being played during the day. Tony 

Blackburn from BBC Radio 1 moved up the schedule to host a morning show for 
housewives, playing classic soul of the 1970s and presenting a show laced with cheeky 
jokes and double entendres, once daring to "get out his 12-incher" - referring to an LP 
record. He was sacked in 1988 crossing the line of taste and decency, conveniently in 
time for the station's first relaunch. Regular Soul Night Outs were held initially 

in Kilburn but later in other venues, such as Ilford. This was where Dave Pearce, later of 
BBC Radio 1 fame, made his first regular appearances as a BBC DJ (Monday night 
programme 'A fresh start to the week'). Two of the station's producers, Guy Hornsby 
(Tony Blackburn) and Mike Gray (RobbieTalk:BBC London 94.9 Vincent Telephone 
Programme), went on to create the ground-breaking commercial dance stations Kiss _ 
102 and Kiss 105, which recaptured the somewhat anarchic spirit of BBC Radio London 
in its mid-1980s heyday to great audience and commercial success. !<tatianeedeat 


BBC Radio London closed on 7 October 1988. The final programme, just before its 18th 
birthday, was presented by Mike Sparrow and Susie Barnes. Immediately 

after closedown at 7 pm, test transmissions began for the next 17 days, preparing for a 
new radio station for London. 


1988-2000: Greater London Radio (GLR) [edit] 


Test transmissions for the new Greater London Radio GLR began as soon as Radio 
London closed. Its pre-launch announcements stated in no uncertain terms that GLR 
was to be radically different in style promising the fastest news, traffic and travel news 
every 20 minutes and the best music mix. GLR was to be the first new radio station in 
London for 15 years. 


An irreverent announcement, voiced by Chris Morris, aired four days before launch: 


This is Greater London Radio and as I'm sure you will have noticed by now 
we the BBC have been paying you the public to patronise [you]... Sorry to 
say that this all changes at 6 am Tuesday 25 October. Interruptions to the 
music will then be performed by a host of celebrities and stars...and also 
appearing will be Nick “who, he?" Abbot, Emma “Oh my God!" Freud, 
Johnnie “who him?" Walker, Timbo the Bimbo [Tim Lloyd] and Tommy “No 
seriously!" Vance. Sorry this is the best we could come up with, with the 
budget available and at least thank God you won't be forced to look at 
them! GLR: as heard but not seen in London starting 6 am, Tuesday 25 
October. 


GLR logo 1991 


Heading the new station were Managing Editor Matthew Bannister and Programme 
Organiser Trevor Dann. Bannister, from Capital Radio, favoured a young, racy, news and 
speech format, miles away from the typically stuffy BBC Local Radio sound. Dann came 
from Radio 1, via BBC TV's Whistle Test, and developed an album-oriented music policy. 
GLR was aimed at people who hate pop but love music, hate prattle (excessive on-air 
talk) but want to know what's what where in the world. The station was aimed at 25- to 
45-year-olds, who perhaps grew up with Radio 1, but now wanted to be intelligently 
informed about the city in which they live, and the world in general. Early promotions 
used the phrase "rock 'n' rolling news". Much of the daytime speech output covered 
London events and nightlife, with comedians and other artists being interviewed. The 
music mix was best described as Adult aloum alternative, though indie bands such as 
The Wonder Stuff were also played. It has been said this Triple-A format inspired the 
launch of BBC 6 Music years later. 


Chris Evans took on a variety of roles on GLR, often presenting a weekend show, ending 
in 1993 as his media career took off. Danny Baker has had a long association with the 
station, presenting Weekend Breakfast from 1989 to 1990 and then returned to present 
a Sunday morning show from 1996 to 1998. Janice Long presented the Breakfast show 
on the station from 1989 to 1991, and Kevin Greening started as a producer in 1989, 
before becoming a presenter of the Breakfast show with Jeremy Nicholas in 1991. Bob 
Harris also presented shows for the station from 1994 to 1998 after leaving Radio 1. 
Early afternoon programming previewed London's varied entertainment scene, 
interviewing comedians and other performers. 


Specialist speech programmes in the evening were aimed at London's 

communities: Asian, Afro-Caribbean, Jewish, Gay and Irish. Black London was replaced 
with Margaret Jones aka Ranking Miss P, who was dropped by Radio 1. Lavender 
Lounge, the programme for the gay community, was presented by comedian Amy 
Lamé. Weekends featured extensive sports coverage, centring on football and London's 
numerous clubs such as Arsenal, Tottenham and West Ham United. 


In 1989 GLR set up a youth-based radio training facility at Vauxhall College, SW8, which 
was followed with a second course based at White City, W12. This was allocated funds 
from the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham and the British parliament. 


One unique aspect of GLR was the ability to access directly Scotland Yard's network of 
traffic cameras across London's busiest streets. This enabled its reporters, most 
commonly "Bob at the Yard", to give unparalleled accurate traffic and travel news to its 
listeners. The reports were known as 20/20 Travel, named because its travel reports 
were read out every 20 minutes during peak times. No other radio station had this 
access for a while, even managing to out-do Capital Radio's traffic plane, known as 

the Flying Eye. 


Criticism and closure[edit] 


Three years into the newly relaunched station the station was given an additional three 
years to prove itself to its audience by senior BBC management or close for good: this 
threat was also applied to its other metropolitan BBC Local Radio stations BBC 

WM in Birmingham and Manchester's BBC GMR. The threat was lifted after the BBC 
deemed it sufficiently patronised to remain on-air, however criticism of the station grew 
from its Radio London days, causing then Minister for Broadcasting David Mellor to 
remark: "The BBC must think hard whether it is occupying radio frequencies without 
making much use of them." This claim was rejected by senior management. 


In 1991, Matthew Bannister left to spearhead the BBC's charter-renewal strategy called 
Extending Choice. He was replaced as Managing Editor by Trevor Dann. Kate Marsh was 
appointed News Editor. In 1993 GLR was forced to relinquish its 1458 kHz medium wave 
frequency, for a new commercial radio station which was eventually won by Sunrise 
Radio. Previously it had been simulcasting with 94.9 MHz FM with a few programmes 
which occasionally opted from FM. In 1993, Nigel Chapman, Head of BBC South & East, 
drove through a policy of "speech shoulders", forcing GLR to drop its music/speech mix 
at breakfast and drive times. Dann resigned in protest and left the BBC. 


Steve Panton, formerly Managing Editor of BBC Radio Solent, took over and GLR limped 
on with a small listener base, but its music policy gained a cult following, particularly 
among its younger adult listeners. One of its noted DJs on-air at the time was Gary 
Crowley, who had a weekend show which regularly showcased new and unsigned 
bands, often not getting much airplay on commercial radio stations, and to a lesser 
extent, Radio 1. Kaleem Sheikh presented the A to Z of Indian Film and Classical music 
to a mainstream and specialist audience. Other DJs, notably Bob Mills ("Millsie"), had a 
loyal following of cab drivers and cockney phone-ins. With the launch of new specialist 
commercial stations Kiss 100, Jazz FM and XFM GLR remained distinct. Speech rather 
than music formed a higher percentage of airtime than most commercial stations. 


In 1999, following a consultation exercise on local broadcasting in the South East, the 
BBC decided to rebrand GLR and substantially change the programming. A campaign to 
"Save GLR" was organised and a petition delivered to the BBC.” The argument became 
acrimonious. In particular those opposed to the changes argued that the BBC never 
organised a public meeting in London as part of the consultation exercise and, when 
one was organised by supporters of the station, no one involved in the consultation 
exercise attended.“ Although the campaign was unsuccessful in saving GLR, and the 
rebranding went ahead the next year, it demonstrated the existence of a loyal audience 
for its format. GLR's music format, and several of its presenters, returned to the BBC 
with the launch of the national digital station BBC Radio 6 Music in 2002. 


2000-2001: BBC London Live 94.9[edit] 
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Facing even more public criticism over GLR's position in the London radio market and its 
very low listening reach, the station was relaunched on 25 March 2000 as BBC London 
Live 94.9 in a blaze of publicity. Promising even more speech and less music, London 
Live — originally the title for GLR's lunch-time news show (presented by Charles Carroll, 
now on BBC Radio 2) — was launched with new on-air personalities and new shows, 
including a speech-heavy breakfast show and a mid-morning phone-in and debate. Only 
drivetime and the specialist shows would remain, albeit refreshed. The re-launch at the 
time was promoted by huge billboards and television spots on BBC Newsroom South 
East depicting London's famous landmarks as radio paraphernalia (a woman seen 
raising Big Ben as a radio aerial, for example). It cost the BBC in excess of £20 million, 
an amount seen by vocal critics, led by private media as "obscene amount of money" 
and added to repeated calls for the licence fee (which also funds radio) to be scrapped. 


Leading the relaunch was Station Director David Robey, who hired such personalities 
as Lisa l'Anson, Vanessa Feltz, Tom Watt and various black presenters including Eddie 
Nestor and Dotun Adebayo. Most notably another presenter, Henry Bonsu, was 
controversially sacked for reportedly being "too intellectual". 


2001-2015: BBC London 94.9[edit] 


In October 2001 the name was changed to BBC London 94.9. Newly updated jingles 
were added with its new slogan “On TV, On Radio, Online", voiced by BBC London News 
host Emily Maitlis. The overall branding for this was BBC LDN. 


New recruits to BBC London 94.9 included Jon Gaunt from BBC Three Counties Radio, 
former GLR presenter Danny Baker, and Sean Rowley (hosting the Guilty 

Pleasures show). Danny Baker hosted a breakfast show, which was co-hosted with 
American comedian Amy Lamé. Jon Gaunt then hosted the mid-morning phone-in 
show. Robert Elms was kept at lunchtime. Vanessa Feltz took over Lisa I'Anson's 
afternoon slot with a phone-in. Drivetime with Eddie Nestor and Kath Melandri guide 
Londoners home with news updates, sport, travel and debates with the public. Specialist 
programmes for the Black community emerged at the weekends along with sports 
coverage and alternative music shows in the evening. BBC London also saw the return 
of Tony Blackburn on Saturdays, more than 20 years since he first appeared on the 
station. His show was as before, playing classic soul music and chat. 


Although having joined at the end of the stations time as GLR, Norman Jay's Giant 

45 show attracted a large and loyal following until Jay's eventual departure in February 
2008 having been moved to a "digital only slot". This was by no means the first 
change to specialist music programming by Robey to have attracted a negative 
reaction. In 2003, a campaign called Londumb Live was briefly launched as a response 
to the axing of a number of specialist shows including Coldcut and Ross Allen. 


Additional coverage for football was made possible through a combination of 
its DAB Digital Radio platform, on Sky channel 0152 and on 765 kHz medium wave. 


BBC London 94.9 was the first BBC Local Radio to air a 24-hour live-stream online, 
which coincided with the 2001 re-launch. It also aired on DAB Digital Radio in July 2000 
and on Sky (channel 0152) in 2005 in the London area but it can be accessed within the 
UK and Ireland by manual tuning. 


2015-present: BBC Radio London{[edit] 
On 6 October 2015 BBC London 94.9 was re-branded as BBC Radio London. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Radio London is the only BBC Local Radio station which airs its own local 
programming 24 hours a day. The station does not simulcast regional programmes from 
sister stations or BBC Radio 5 Live during overnight hours. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Vanessa Feltz (Weekday Breakfast) 

e Robert Elms (Weekday Mid-Morning & Saturday Mornings) 

e JoAnne Good (Weekday Afternoons) 

e Eddie Nestor (Weekday Drivetime) 

e Duncan Barkes (Sunday-Thursday Late Show) 

e Dotun Adebayo (Wednesday-Friday overnights & Sunday Night) 
e Carrie Grant and David Grant (Saturday Breakfast) 

e Gaby Roslin (Sunday Afternoon) 

e Tony Blackburn (Sunday Afternoon) 


Listening figures[edit] 


RAJAR data, the audience measurement system in the UK, showed that BBC London 
94.9 audience reach for the second quarter in 2014 was 572,000, which is its largest 
since the station rebranded as BBC London 94.9, “0 
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This is a timeline of BBC Radio London, a BBC Local Radio station broadcasting 
to London. 


Radio London[edit] 


e 1970 


o 6 October - BBC Radio London launches. It is the fourth station to launch as part 
of the BBC’s second wave of BBC Local Radio stations and the 12th local station 


to go on air. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o No events. 


e 1973 


o 8 October - The station faces commercial competition for the first time when the 


UK's first Independent Local Radio station, LBC, launches. 


e 1974 
o Robbie Vincent launches a late-night phone-in called Late Night London. 
o 22 November - The first regular programme for the black community Black 
Londoners launches, presented by Alex Pascall.“. The programme was initially 


launched as a trial run of six programmes before becoming a weekly fixture in 
the schedules. 


1975 
o No events. 


1976 
o 12 September - The first edition of London Sounds Eastern is broadcast. 


1977 
o May - Robbie Vincent moves from Late Night London to the lunchtime show, 
swapping with David Simmons who moves to the late evening show in August. 


1978 
o 8 May - Black Londoners launches as a daily programme, having previously been 
a weekly Friday night programme. 


1979 

o 17 August - After more than five years on air, Late Night London is broadcast for 
the final time. It is not replaced and from the 20th, weekday programming ends 
at 10pm. This enables BBC Radio 2's output from 10.00 pm to 12.00 midnight to 
be heard in FM quality, when Radio 2's national FM network was taken by BBC 
Radio 1 for the John Peel and Tommy Vance shows. 

o 17 November - BBC Radio London makes major changes to its weekday 
programming. Home Run, which had been on air since the station's launch, is 
replaced by London News Desk and a new arts-based programme called Stop, 
Look, Listen, London Live moves from mid-morning to early afternoon and is 
replaced in mid-morning by The Robbie Vincent Telephone 
Programme with Rush Hour extended by an hour. The evening shows are 
dropped with weeknight programming ending at 8pm instead of 10pm with some 
of the displaced programmes moving to Sunday afternoons. 


1980 
o No events. 


1981 

o 11 February - BBC Radio London begins broadcasting in stereo. 

o The station is relaunched. It adopts an easy listening format ranging from softer 
contemporary pop to light classical music. Despite being unpopular with 
employed staff, who thought it very un-hip, and politicians who would question 
the need for a local radio station to sound like the two music-based BBC national 
networks, the relaunch led to improved audience figures and a string of awards 
and accolades. 

o Tony Blackburn joins the station to present the afternoon programme. 


1982 
o No events. 


1983 
o Robbie Vincent leaves. He had been at the station since its launch. 


e 1984 
o The station is relaunched with the tagline The Heart and Soul of London, with 
more soul music being played during the day. Changes include Tony 
Blackburn taking over the mid-morning show. 


e 1985 
o London Sounds Eastern ends after nine years on air. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o No events. 


e 1988 
o Tony Blackburn was dismissed. 
o 7 October - At 7pm, Radio London stops broadcasting after 18 years on air. 


Greater London Radio[edit] 


e 1988 

o 7 October - Test transmissions for Greater London Radio (GLR) begin. 

o 25 October - At 6am, BBC GLR launches. Put together by new Managing 
Editor Matthew Bannister and Programme Director Trevor Dann, the station is 
aimed at 25- to 45-year-olds and is on air daily from 6.30am until 12midnight. 
Early promotions use the phrase "rock 'n' rolling news" with a music mix that 
was best described as Adult album alternative and travel news every 20 minutes 
. The new weekday line-up consisted of Nick Abbot at breakfast, Emma 
Freud presenting the mid-morning show, Johnnie Walker and Tommy 
Vance hosting Drivetime and Dave Pearce hosting an evening club music show. 

o Anumber of specialist soeech programmes launch, many of them broadcasting 
as a MW opt-out. They are aimed at London's communities: Asian, Afro- 
Caribbean, Jewish, Gay and Irish. Black London was presented by Margaret Jones 
aka Ranking Miss P and Lavender Lounge, the programme for the gay 
community, was presented by comedian Amy Lamé. 


e 1989 
o January - Danny Baker joins the station as presenter of the weekend breakfast 
show. 


o Janice Long joins the station to present the breakfast show, hosting the 
programme until 1991. She replaces the departing Nick Abbot. 

o GLR sets up a youth-based radio training facility at Vauxhall College, SW8, which 
was followed with a second course based at White City. 


e 1990 
o Chris Evans makes his on-air debut, having spent the previous year 
producing Danny Baker’s programme. Initially presenting a Saturday afternoon 
before moving to a weeknight evening show called The Greenhouse. 
o Summer - Dave Pearce leaves the station to join new commercial music 
station Kiss 100. 


o November - Johnnie Walker was dismissed after making the comment that 
people would be "dancing in the streets" about the resignation of Margaret 
Thatcher as prime minister. 


1991 

o Managing Editor Matthew Bannister leaves. He is replaced by Trevor Dann. 

o Kevin Greening and Jeremy Nicholas replace Janice Long as presenter of the 
breakfast show. 

o During 1991 the station is given three years to prove itself or face closure. The 
threat is lifted after the BBC deemed it sufficiently patronised to remain on-air. 


1992 
o No events. 


1993 

o April - Chris Evans and Kevin Greening leave the station to join Virgin 1215. 

o BBC GLR is forced to introduce all-speech programmes at breakfast and 
drivetime. Trevor Dann resigns in protest of the change. 

o Autumn - BBC GLR stops broadcasting on MW." 

o Dotun Adebayo joins the station to present Black London. 


1994 

o Summer - Bob Harris joins the station to present the Saturday late show, later 
hosting the mid-evening show on Monday to Wednesday evenings. 

o Big George Webley joins. 


1995 
o Phill Jupitus joins. 
1996 


o Danny Baker rejoins and Big George leaves the station after suffering a heart 
attack whilst on the air. 


1997 
o April - Norman Jay joins. 
1998 


o Danny Baker and Bob Harris leave. 


1999 

o Following a consultation exercise on local broadcasting in the South East, the 
BBC decided to rebrand GLR and substantially change the programming. A 
campaign to "Save GLR" is organised and a petition delivered to the BBC.“ 
51 Although the campaign was unsuccessful in saving GLR, and the rebranding 
went ahead the next year, it demonstrated the existence of a loyal audience for 
its format. 


London Live 94.9[edit] 


e 2000 
o 25 March - BBC London Live 94.9 replaces GLR. Promising even more speech 
and less music, the station launches with new on-air personalities and new 
shows, including a speech-heavy breakfast show and a mid-morning phone-in 
and debate. Only drivetime and the specialist shows would remain, albeit 
refreshed. Lisa l'Anson, Vanessa Feltz and Eddie Nestor join. 
o July - The station starts broadcasting via DAB. 


o Phill Jupitus leaves. 
BBC London 94.9[edit] 


e 2001 
o 1 October - 

= BBC London Live changes its name to BBC London 94.9 and the presenter 
line-up is changed. The change sees a new presenter line-up. Danny 
Baker hosted a breakfast show, which was co-hosted with American 
comedian Amy Lamé. Jon Gaunt then hosted the mid-morning phone-in 
show. Vanessa Feltz replaces Lisa l'Anson in the afternoon slot with Eddie 
Nestor and Kath Melandri presenting drivetime. The changes also see Tony 
Blackburn return to present a Saturday classic soul music and chat show. 

= The station becomes the first BBC local station to begin live streaming on the 
internet. 


e 2002 
o No events. 


e 2003 
o A number of specialist shows are axed. 
o October - JoAnne Good joins. 
o Lisa l'Anson leaves. 


e 2004 
o Tony Blackburn rejoins the station. 


e 2005 
o JoAnne Good takes over as presenter of the breakfast show. 


e 2006 
o August - Big George returns. 


e 2007 
o No events. 


e 2008 
o February - Norman Jay leaves following a decision to move his show to a "digital 
only slot". 


2009 
o No events. 


2010 

o 11 January - The first edition of The Late Show with Joanne Good is broadcast 
and Gaby Roslin joins to replace JoAnne as co-host of the breakfast show 
with Paul Ross. 

o 23 April - Nikki Bedi joins. 

2011 

o No events. 


2012 
o 24 November - The final edition of The Late Show with Joanne Good is broadcast. 
o 25 November - A line-up change takes place. JoAnne Good moves to the 


afternoon show, replacing Danny Baker and Simon Lederman takes over the 
weeknight late show. 


2013 

o 2 January - Penny Smith replaces Gaby Roslin as co-presenter of the breakfast 
show. Other schedule changes see JoAnne Good move to the mid-afternoon 
programme with Simon Lederman taking over the weeknight late show and Nikki 
Bedi taking over the weekend late show. 

o 5 January - The BBC Local Radio stations begin a new Saturday evening show 
titled BBC Introducing. Hosted by a local presenter on each station, the 
programme's aim is to promote musicians from the area. 

o 7 January - The debut of the BBC's networked evening programme takes place, 
hosted by former Classic FM presenter Mark Forrest. The show replaces all 
local programming, apart from local sport coverage. 


2014 
o No events. 


2015 
o 5 July - Duncan Barkes joins to present "London's Late Night Radio Phone-in”. 


BBC Radio London[edit] 


2015 
o 6 October - After 27 years, the name BBC Radio London returns to the airwaves. 
[12] 


2016 

o 4 January - Vanessa Feltz becomes the new breakfast show presenter.22 She 
replaces Penny Smith who leaves to join Talk Radio, and Nikki Bedi moves to the 
weekday early show. Other changes see Robert Elms taking over the mid- 
morning show and Eddie Nestor hosting drivetime. 

o 25 February - Tony Blackburn was dismissed. 

o Paul Ross leaves after six years as breakfast show co-presenter. 


e 2017 
o 1 January - Tony Blackburn returns. 
o 8 October - In a speech marking the 50th anniversary of BBC local radio, 
The Director-General of the BBC, Tony Hall, announces that the national evening 
show will be axed, resulting in local programming returning to BBC Radio London 
weeknight evenings.“ 


e 2018 
o 26 November - Following the decision to reinstate local programmes on 
weeknights, BBC Radio London launches The Scene, which is described as "a 
platform for London’s community arts, entertainment and cultural activities, 
featuring new talent and emerging artists, performers and creators." Six new 
presenters are recruited to host the show.22 
e 2019 
o 22 April - Nikki Bedi leaves. 


See also[edit] _ 


e Timeline of BBC Local Radio 
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This is a timeline of BBC Local Radio. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1962 
o 27 June - The Pilkington Committee on Broadcasting publishes its report and 
recommends that the BBC should extend its activities to the creation of local 
radio stations in order to prevent the introduction of commercial radio. 
o The BBC runs a series of closed circuit experiments in local radio from a variety 
of locations across England. 


e 1966 
o A government White Paper paves the way for the launch of a small number 
(eight) of two-year experimental BBC Local Radio stations. 


e 1967 
o 8 November - At 12.45pm, BBC Local Radio launches when the first station, BBC 
Radio Leicester, starts broadcasting. 
o 15 November - BBC Radio Sheffield launches. 
o 22 November - BBC Radio Merseyside launches. 


e 1968 
o 31 January - BBC Radio Nottingham launches and four days later the station 
hosts the UK's first ever radio phone-in. 


o 14 February - BBC Radio Brighton launches. 
o 14 March - BBC Radio Stoke launches. 
o 24 June - BBC Radio Leeds launches. 
o 3 July - BBC Radio Durham launches. 
e 1969 


o 10 July - The BBC publishes a report called "Broadcasting in the Seventies" 
proposing replacing regional broadcasting on BBC Radio 4 with BBC Local Radio. 

o BBC Local Radio is made permanent after the two-year experiment is judged to 
have been a success. 


1970s[edit] 
e 1970 
o 2 January - BBC Radio Newcastle launches. 
o 10 September - BBC Radio Manchester launches. 
o September - BBC Radio Bristol launches. 
o 6 October - BBC Radio London launches. 
o 29 October - BBC Radio Oxford launches. 
o 9 November - BBC Radio Birmingham launches. 
o 18 December -BBC Radio Medway launches. 


o 31 December - BBC Radio Solent and BBC Radio Teesside launch. 


1971 

o 26 January - BBC Radio Blackburn launches. 

o 25 February - BBC Radio Humberside launches. 
o 29 April - BBC Radio Derby launches. 


1972 

o 25 August - When the government restricted the BBC to twenty local radio 
stations, the corporation responds by closing BBC Radio Durham. Its resources 
are transferred to Carlisle where BBC Radio Carlisle, now BBC Radio Cumbria, is 
formed. 


1973 

o 8 October - BBC Local Radio faces competition for the first time when the UK's 
first Independent Local Radio station, LBC, launches. 

o 24 November - BBC Radio Carlisle launches. 


1974 
o 1 April - Following the formation of the county of Cleveland, BBC Radio 
Teesside is renamed BBC Radio Cleveland. 


1975 
o No events. 


1976 
o No events. 


1977 
o No events. 


1978 
o No events. 


1979 
o No events. 


1980s[edit] 


1980 

o Summer - Due to the continued expansion of BBC Local Radio, regional news 
and opt-out programming on BBC Radio 4 ends, apart from in the south west as 
this is now the only part of England still without any BBC local station. 

o 11 September - BBC Radio Norfolk launches. 

o 11 November - BBC Radio Lincolnshire launches. 


1981 
o 4 July - BBC Radio Blackburn expands to cover all of Lancashire and is renamed 
accordingly. 


o 23 November - BBC Radio Birmingham expands to cover the West 
Midlands, South Staffordshire, north Worcestershire and north Warwickshire and 
is relaunched as BBC WM. 


1982 

o 15 and 16 March - BBC Local Radio starts broadcasting to the Channel 
Islands when BBC Radio Guernsey and BBC Radio Jersey launch. 

o 1 May - BBC Radio Cambridgeshire launches. 

o 25 May - BBC Radio Carlisle expands to cover all of Cumbria and is renamed 
accordingly and as part of the expansion, BBC Radio Furness launches as an opt- 
out service. 

o 30-31 May - BBC Radio York is given permission to provide a temporary service 
to cover Pope John Paul II's visit to York. The service, which runs for just over 24 
hours, operates on what will become BBC Radio York's MW frequency when the 
station launches next year, and is simulcast on BBC Radio Cleveland, BBC Radio 
Leeds, BBC Radio Humberside and BBC Radio Sheffield. 

o 31 December - The final BBC Radio 4 regional opt-out ends when the final 
edition of Morning Sou'West is broadcast, ahead of the launches of BBC Radio 
Devon and BBC Radio Cornwall. 


1983 

o 17 January - BBC Radio Devon and BBC Radio Cornwall launch. 

o 2 July - BBC Radio Medway is expanded to cover all of the county of Kent and is 
renamed accordingly. 

o 4 July - BBC Radio York launches on a permanent basis. 

o 22 October - BBC Radio Brighton is expanded to cover all of the county of 
Sussex and is renamed accordingly. 


1984 

o The BBC conducts five trials of citywide community stations in Greater 
Manchester. Each trial lasts for a few weeks and was on air for a few hours each 
day, opting out of BBC Radio Manchester. The experiment has not been 
repeated. 


1985 


o 23 April - BBC Radio Shropshire launches. 
o 24 June - BBC Radio Bedfordshire launches. 


1986 

o 25 August - An early evening service of specialist music programmes launches 
on the BBC's four local radio stations in Yorkshire. The programmes are 
broadcast on weeknights between 6pm and 7.30pm. 

o 5 November - BBC Essex launches. 


1987 

o September - The service of specialist music programmes broadcast on the BBC’s 
four local stations in Yorkshire is expanded. Programmes are broadcast on six 
nights a week (Wednesday to Monday) and the length of each programme is 
increased by 30 minutes. Consequently, the four stations now stay on air into 
the mid evening as the programmes are transmitted between 7pm and 9pm. 


e 1988 

o 11 April - BBC Somerset Sound launches as an opt-out station from BBC Radio 
Bristol. 

o 20 September - The Radio Data System (RDS) launches, allowing car radios to 
automatically retune, display station identifiers and switch to local travel news. 
3 October - BBC Radio Gloucestershire launches. 

7 October - BBC Radio London stops broadcasting. 

25 October - BBC GLR launches. 

30 October - 

= The Asian Network launches as a 70 hours-a-week service on the MW 
transmitters of BBC Radio Leicester and BBC WM. 

= BBC GMR replaces BBC Radio Manchester. 

o By the end of 1988, regular evening programming on weeknights has launched 
in some areas. The programming is mostly regional rather than local with the 
same programme networked on all the stations in that area. Consequently, 
stations are now Starting to provide local/regional programming on weeknights 
until midnight. Previously stations had ended local programming by mid-evening, 
handing over to BBC Radio 2 until the following morning. 


O O- O.O 


e 1989 

o An evening networked service for the BBC's four north west England stations 
launches. Network North West broadcasts nightly between 7.30pm and 
12midnight and is broadcast on BBC Radios Cumbria, Lancashire, GMR and 
Merseyside. 

o 14 February - BBC Hereford and Worcester launches. 

4 March - BBC Wiltshire Sound launches. 

o May - The BBC Night Network launches on the BBC's six local radio stations in 
Yorkshire and north east England. The service broadcasts seven nights a week 
from 6.05pm (6pm at the weekend) until 12midnight. Any local programming, 
including programming for minority communities, is broadcast on MW only with 
Night Network continuing on FM. 


(e) 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 17 January - BBC CWR launches. 
o 12 April - BBC Radio Suffolk launches. 


e 1991 
o Spring - The BBC Night Network is expanded to incorporate the BBC's four north 
west stations. Programmes now start at 7.05pm (7pm at the weekend). 
o 14 November - BBC Radio Surrey launches. 
o BBC Radio Shropshire stops broadcasting on MW. 


e 1992 
o 21 February - BBC Radio Berkshire launches. 
o 17 April - BBC Radio Nottingham ends transmissions on one of its MW 
transmitters. BBC Radio Cleveland, BBC Radio Northampton and BBC Radio 
Oxford also stop broadcasting on MW in 1992.4 


o The BBC World Service is now broadcast when stations are not on the air. 
Previously, BBC Radio 2 had been heard during station downtime. 

1993 

o 5 April - BBC Radio Bedfordshire expands to cover the counties 
of Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire and is renamed BBC Three Counties 
Radio. 

o 26 April - BBC Dorset FM launches as an opt-out service from BBC Radio Devon. 

o Autumn - BBC GLR"! and BBC GMR stop broadcasting on MW. Their frequencies 
are reallocated to commercial radio. 

1994 

o 7 January - BBC Radio Sussex and BBC Radio Surrey are merged. The new 
station is temporarily named BBC Radio Sussex and Surrey, prior to a full 
relaunch as BBC Southern Counties Radio. 

o 18 March - BBC Radio Kent stops broadcasting on 1035khz MW. The frequency is 
reallocated to commercial radio. 

o 1 August - BBC Southern Counties Radio launches as the first BBC Local 
Radio station to adopt an all-speech format. 

1995 

o May - BBC CWR closes as a Stand-alone station and becomes an opt-out of BBC 
Radio WM. 

1996 

o March - BBC Dorset FM closes and is replaced by a rebroadcast of BBC Radio 
Solent with localised news bulletins. 

o 9 April - BBC Radio Oxford and BBC Radio Berkshire merge to form BBC Thames 
Valley FM. 

o 4 November - The Asian Network expands into a full-time station when it 
increases the number of hours on air from 80 hours a week to 126 hours a week 
(18 hours a day). The station, which broadcasts on the MW frequencies of BBC- 
Radio Leicester and BBC WM, is renamed BBC Asian Network. Consequently, 
Radios Leicester and WM become available only on FM. 

1997 

o 1 September - BBC Southern Counties Radio is relaunched. The all-speech 
format is dropped and the station reverts to a more traditional mix of music and 
speech. 

o Fora brief period in 1997, BBC GMR is renamed GMR Talk. 

1998 

o BBC Radio 5 Live replaces the BBC World Service as BBC Local Radio's overnight 
downtime filler. 

1999 

o No events. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o 14 February - BBC Thames Valley FM closes and BBC Radio Oxford and BBC 
Radio Berkshire relaunch as separate stations although Radio Berkshire operates 
as an opt-out service of Radio Oxford. 
o 25 March - BBC GLR closes and is relaunched as BBC London Live 94.9. 


e 2001 
o 1 October - 
= BBC London Live changes its name to BBC London 94.9. 
= BBC London 94.9 becomes the first BBC local station to begin live streaming 
on the internet. 
o October - BBC Three Counties Radio launches opt-out programming for the 
county of Buckinghamshire. 


e 2002 
o 11 November - BBC Radio Swindon launches as an opt-out service from Wiltshire 
Sound which is renamed BBC Radio Wiltshire. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o No events. 


e 2005 
o 3 September - BBC Coventry & Warwickshire returns as a stand-alone station. 


e 2006 
o 3 April - BBC GMR changes its name back to BBC Radio Manchester. 


e 2007 
o 11 August - BBC Radio Cleveland is rebranded as BBC Tees due to its 
broadcasting area no longer being associated with the name Cleveland. 
o 3 December - BBC Somerset Sound is rebranded as BBC Somerset and becomes 
available on FM for the first time. 


e 2008 
o No events. 


e 2009 

o 30 March - BBC Southern Counties Radio closes resulting in the return of BBC 
Surrey and BBC Sussex as stand-alone separate stations. 

o 4 April - BBC Radio Swindon, which had opted out of BBC Radio Wiltshire, is 
closed. The two stations are merged as BBC Wiltshire. 

o October - As part of a drive to create a more unified sound for BBC Local Radio, 
a generic jingle package produced by Mcasso Music Production begins to be 
gradually rolled out across the network. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o No events. 
e 2011 
o No events. 
e 2012 
o April - All BBC local stations are now using the Mcasso Music Production jingle 


package. 


o May - BBC Somerset launches as a full-time station. 

o 17 August - A five-week trial to find out if listeners will miss or complain about 
the lack of AM services begins when BBC Radio Kent, BBC Radio 
Lincolnshire, BBC Radio Merseyside and BBC Radio Nottingham stop 
broadcasting regular programmes on medium wave. 

o 2 October - The BBC decides that BBC Radio Nottingham’s MW transmitter and 
Radio Kent’s relay at Rusthall near Tunbridge Wells, will remain off-air after the 
BBC says that the trial switch-off attracted very few complaints from listeners. 

e 2013 

o 5 January - The BBC Local Radio stations begin a new Saturday evening show 
titled BBC Introducing. Hosted by a local presenter on each station, the 
programme's aim is to promote musicians from the area. 

o 7 January - The debut of the BBC's networked evening programme takes place, 
hosted by former Classic FM presenter Mark Forrest. The show replaces all 
local programming, apart from local sport coverage. 

o 8 July - After eight years, BBC Local Radio returns to Dorset when a breakfast 
show for the county, as an opt-out from BBC Radio Solent, is launched. 

e 2014 
o No events. 
e 2015 

o 3 March - Several BBC local radio stations are launched on Freeview, with ten of 
the 40 local stations in England now broadcasting on the platform. They can be 
found on channels 719 to 722.24 

o 6 October - After 27 years, the name BBC Radio London returns to the airwaves 
following a name change from BBC London 94.9. 

e 2016 

o 19 February - BBC Radio Bristol stops broadcasting on MW following the sale of 
the land, on which the transmitter was located, to developers. 

o 21 June - The BBC completes its roll-out of BBC Local Radio on Freeview.“ 

e 2017 
o 8 October - In a speech marking the 50th anniversary of local radio, 


The Director-General of the BBC, Tony Hall, announces that the national evening 


show will be axed, resulting in local programming returning to weeknight 
evenings.” 


e 2018 
o 15 January - The MW transmissions of BBC Radios Sussex, Surrey, Humberside, 
Wiltshire, Nottingham, Kent and Lincolnshire end and MW coverage for BBC 
Devon, Lancashire and Essex is reduced. Altogether a total of 13 MW 
transmitters are switched off. n4usume 
o 16 January - The death is announced of Midlands-based broadcaster Ed Doolan, 
who presented for BBC WM and BRMB in Birmingham, and who in 2004 became 
the first local presenter to be inducted into the Radio Academy Hall of Fame." 
o Summer - The BBC local stations start reintroducing local weekday evening 
programmes with all stations broadcasting their own evening output by the end 
of September. 
e 2019 
o No events. 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of BBC Radio London 
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BBC North East and Cumbria 


EVEVGS North East and Cumbria 


BBC North East and Cumbria's area within the UK 


TV transmitters Bilsdale 
Caldbeck 
Chatton 


Pontop Pike 


Radio stations BBC Radio Cumbria 


BBC Newcastle 


BBC Tees 


Headquarters Newcastle upon Tyne 
Area County Durham 


Northumberland 


Teesside 
Tyne and Wear 
Cumbria 


North Yorkshire (part) 


Regions North East 
Cumbria 
Key people Phil Roberts 


(Head of Regional 
& Local Programmes) 


Official website BBC Tyne 


BBC Look North East and Cumbria 


BBC North East and Cumbria is the BBC English Region covering County Durham, 
Northumberland, Teesside, Tyne and Wear, Cumbria and parts of North Yorkshire. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC North East & Cumbria's television output, broadcast on BBC One, consists of the 
flagship regional news service Look North, the topical magazine programme /nside 
Out and a twenty-minute opt-out during Sunday Politics. The rugby league highlights 
programme The Super League Show, produced by PDI Media at BBC Yorkshire's studio 
in Leeds, is also broadcast to North East and Cumbrian viewers. 


BBC North East Covers a much tighter area for Tyne and Wear, County 
Durham, Northumberland, Cumbria and a small part of North Yorkshire. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for the local radio stations BBC Tees, BBC Radio 
Cumbria and BBC Radio Newcastle. The three stations simulcast some programmes, as 
well as the overnight programmes offered by BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC North East & Cumbria also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC 
Red Button and BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


BBC North East & Cumbria began television broadcasting on Monday 5 January 1959, 
following the separation of the region from the Manchester-based BBC North. Up until 
that point, the Manchester-based operation had been serving the entire North of 
England with nightly news bulletins. The new service from Newcastle introduced 
localised bulletins, read originally by George House and Tom Kilgour. By 1962, the 
bulletins became a 20-minute magazine programme called Home at Six, presented 

by Frank Bough. With the launch of BBC Local Radio Stations, BBC Radio Durham was 
created at Neville's Cross followed by BBC Radio Newcastle at Crestina House, Archbold 
Terrace, Jesmond, which started broadcasting in 1971 managed by Richard Kelly and 
Programme Organiser Ted Gorton, with News Editor Mike Nally and Station Engineer 
Don Gill, operations later to be merged with new BBC headquarters known as the Pink 
Palace in Fenham. Prior to this, at BH New Bridge Street the arrival of former Tyne Tees 
Television presenter Mike Neville coincided with a relaunch as Look North. In 1986, 
transmissions from the Caldbeck transmitter, to the majority of Cumbria, was 
transferred from BBC North East to BBC North West, as it was believed the area would 
be served better from Manchester. However, following complaints from local viewers, 
the transmitter was transferred back to BBC North East in 1990. 


In 1990, BBC North, BBC North West and BBC North East were merged to form one large 
region, named BBC North. As a result, all managerial and administrative posts from the 
three regions were merged to form one, allowing cost savings to the corporation. As 
part of this, each region's programming remained the same; however the region 
identified itself on-screen as BBC North with all its programmes being BBC North 
productions. This remained until 1996, when the regions were separated. 


The region was renamed BBC North East & Cumbria in 1997, coinciding with the 
adoption of the new BBC logo and the new BBC One ident package. The on-screen name 
was adapted slightly to BBC NE & Cumbria in 2002, following the adoption of the Dancer 
idents for BBC One, as the regional name needed to fit inside the box logo. On the next 
batch of new "circle" idents the full North East and Cumbria name was used. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Broadcasting Centre. 


BBC North East & Cumbria has its headquarters and studios at Broadcasting 

Centre, Spital Tongues, Newcastle upon Tyne. The first live broadcast from the building 
was on Saturday 16 January 1988, with the first Look North broadcast the following 
Monday. The building itself housed two studios, A and B, with the studio complex 
housing the regional news team, BBC Radio Newcastle and some network productions, 
with BBC North East specialising in children's television. Look North was based in the 
large studio A, but moved to the smaller studio B when a network production was using 
studio A. Look North was permanently moved to studio A in 2000 following the 
reduction in the number of network productions. This move prevented the studio itself 
from being closed, as happened in the Midlands and the North West; the studio was not 
too big, so could house the programme comfortably. The building itself has distinctive 
architecture, with glass panels and walls coloured in varying shades of pink, resulting in 
the building gaining the nickname from local residents and staff of "The Pink Palace". 


Following the launch of the service, and prior to the move to Broadcasting Centre, the 
BBC was based at Broadcasting House at New Bridge Street in Central Newcastle, in a 
former lying-in hospital, which housed the news service, a single studio for Look 

North and BBC Radio Newcastle. This building, in a central location in the city on New 
Bridge Street, proved just big enough for their needs. However, when technology 
needed upgrading, it turned out to be easier to build a new studio complex, rather than 
refit the small building. It was last used on Friday 15 January 1988. 


See also[edit] 
EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
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Coordinates: #54.97782°N 1.62936°W 


BBC Newcastle 


BIBIC] 
NEWCASTLE 


City Newcastle upon Tyne 


Tyne and Wear 


Broadcast 
Northumberland 
area 
northern County Durham 
Slogan ‘BBC Newcastle, Radio for the North East' 


Frequency FM: 95.4, 96.0, 103.7 and 104.4 MHz 
AM: 1458 kHz 
DAB: 11C 


RDS: BBC NWCL 


First air 2 January 1971 
date 


Format Mainly local news and talk, with a range of 


music from across the decades. 


Language English 
(s) 


Operator BBC North East and Cumbria 


Owner BBC 


Sister BBC Radio Cumbria 


stations BBC Tees 


Webcast BBC Sounds 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewcastle/ 


The "Pink Palace" - the studio and office complex of BBC Look North and BBC Radio Newcastle 


BBC Newcastle (formerly BBC Radio Newcastle) is the BBC Local Radio station 
for Tyne and Wear and surrounding areas, broadcasting from studios (Known locally as 
the 'Pink Palace') on Barrack Road in Newcastle upon Tyne. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 198,000 listeners and a 5% 
share as of December 2018."! 


Technical[edit] 


The Pontop Pike transmitter broadcasts the strongest signal on 95.4 MHz. This 
transmitter, one of the first in the country, provides Tyneside and parts of Wearside with 
national radio frequencies, terrestrial television, BBC National DAB and Digital One. The 
96 MHz frequency from Chatton covers most of the populated areas of 

east Northumberland and the transmitter has national radio frequencies and television 
channels. The other two FM transmitters are much weaker. The Fenham transmitter, for 
west Newcastle and Gateshead situated close to the studios on Barrack Road, also 
broadcasts television, national radio, BBC National DAB, Digital One, the MXR North East 
12C multiplex, Heart North East on 96.2, Metro Radio on 103 and Capital North East on 
105.6. The Newton transmitter also has television channels, national radio, Heart on 
96.4, Metro Radio on 103.2, and Capital North East on 105.8. The DAB signal comes 
mainly from Burnhope (near Consett), and also Fenham (lower power) on 

the Bauer Digital. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Newcastle's programming is produced and broadcast from its Newcastle 
studios, including off-peak regional programming shared with BBC Tees. During the 
station's overnight downtime, BBC Radio Newcastle simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Notable presenters includes Alfie Joey. 


The station's team of sports commentators includes Gary Bennett, Marco 
Gabbiadini and John Anderson. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Alex Hall 


e Jonathan Miles 
e Frank Wappat 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e media.info - BBC Radio Newcastle 


e History of local radio in Tyneside and Northumberland 
e Chatton transmitter 


e Fenham transmitter 
e Newton transmitter 


e Pontop Pike transmitter (including coverage map) 
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BAGRADIO 
CUMBRIA 


City Carlisle 


Broadcast Cumbria 


area 


Frequency FM: 95.2, 95.6, 96.1, 104.1, 104.2 MHz 
MW: 756, 837, 1458 KHz 
RDS: BBC CMBR 


Freeview: 721 


First air 24 November 1973 
date 
Format Mainly local news and talk 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC North East and Cumbria (North and 
Mid), 
BBC North West (South) 


Website BBC Radio Cumbria 


BBC Radio Cumbria is the BBC Local Radio service for 
the English county of Cumbria and broadcasts from studios in Carlisle. 


History[edit] 


The county of Cumbria, from which the station takes its current name, was not created 
until 1974. Radio Cumbria began service on 24 November 1973 as BBC Radio 
Carlisle and could be received across most of the former county of Cumberland. 


The station adopted its current name shortly before its tenth anniversary in May 1982, 
when its service was expanded to cover the whole of the administrative county of 
Cumbria, namely: 


e the former counties of Cumberland and Westmorland 
e the former exclave of Lancashire "North of the Sands" 


e the small area of the former West Riding of Yorkshire, around Sedbergh and Dent, 
that had been moved from Yorkshire into Cumbria. 


BBC Radio Furness opt-out[edit] 


From the launch of the renamed station, between 25 May 1982 and 1991, an opt-out 
service, BBC Radio Furness operated in the south of the county at peak times — 
originally breakfast and lunchtimes on weekdays, and Saturday mornings. Programmes 
were produced in Barrow-in-Furness and used 96.1 MHz and 837 kHz. This meant that, 
in addition to the Furness area, Radio Furness could be received along the south coast 
of Cumbria, in parts of the Lake District, and the west coast as far as Millom. "Radio 
Furness" lost its separate branding in 1991 but programme opt-outs for the South Lakes 
and Furness at breakfast and during the afternoon continued until 1994. As a result of 
BBC cutbacks in the 1990s, programme opt-outs were curtailed although the Barrow 
studios have remained staffed. 


Background[edit] 


Radio Cumbria claims to be listened to by one third of the county's population despite 
having to face the challenge of an area which is sparsely populated and predominantly 
rural, with the biggest urban areas around its perimeter. Most programming has a 
similar format to that of other BBC local radio stations, although one unique feature is 


the seasonal Lamb Bank - a short daily segments which carries announcements 
from farmers wishing to exchange livestock. 


Radio Cumbria is unusual among BBC local radio stations in that its area does not 
correspond exactly with a single BBC television region. Due mainly to terrain, northern 
parts of Cumbria receive BBC television from Caldbeck, which broadcasts regional news 
from studios in Newcastle upon Tyne, directed at the "North East and Cumbria" region 
(the transmitter also broadcasts ITV signals from ITV Tyne Tees & Border in Gateshead). 
The rest of Cumbria receives regional news (the BBC's North West Tonight and 

ITV's Granada Reports) from Manchester via Winter Hill. 


Attempts by the BBC in the 1980s to transmit North West Tonight to northern Cumbria 
proved unpopular because viewers objected to coverage of Derbyshire and Cheshire at 
the expense of their own locality, despite them receiving equally irrelevant news 

from North Yorkshire, Teesside and the north-east in the Newcastle-based Look North. 
For this reason, Radio Cumbria fulfils an important role in providing a unified news 
service to the whole county. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 83,000 listeners and a 9.2% 
share as of December 2018.4 


Technical[edit] 


On FM, Radio Cumbria broadcasts to northern Cumbria on 95.6 MHz (Sandale) - suitable 
for drivers on the M6 north of Penrith - and to the south of the county on 96.1 MHz 
(Morecambe Bay), with lower-powered relays on 95.2 MHz (Kendal), 104.1 MHz 
(Whitehaven) and 104.2 MHz (Windermere). It also broadcasts on medium wave: 

756 kHz (Brisco - Carlisle), 837 kHz (Barrow-in-Furness) and 1458 kHz (Whitehaven). 
Radio Cumbria is the only BBC local radio station in England not to be carried 

on DAB and Radio Cumbria may well not be on DAB until possibly 2019.2 The Kendal, 
Morecambe Bay and Sandale transmitters have BBC National DAB, as well as a 
transmitter at Penrith Beacon. Digital One comes from Morecambe Bay and 

Penrith. MXR North West comes from Morecambe Bay. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Radio Cumbria's studios in Carlisle. 


The majority of BBC Radio Cumbria's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Carlisle studios from 5am - lam on weekdays, 6am to midnight on Saturdays and 6am - 
3am on Sundays. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Cumbria simulcasts BBC 
Radio 5 Live overnight. 


The station's presenters include Mike Zeller with weekday breakfast, Caroline Robertson 
with weekday mid-mornings, and Gordon Swindlehurst noon-2pm. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Adrian Allen 
e Richard Hammond 
e Richard Madeley 


e john Myers 
e Helen Skelton 
e Alan Smith 


e Norman Thomas 
e Frank Wappat 


See also[edit] 


e CFM 

e Eden FM Radio 

e Heart North Lancashire & Cumbria 
e Smooth Lake District 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Cumbria 

e BBC Cumbria Facebook page 

e BBC Cumbria on Twitter 

e History of local radio in Cumbria 

e jingles 

e Barrow transmitter 

e Carlisle (Brisco) transmitter 

e Kendal transmitter. 

e Morecambe Bay transmitter 

e Sandale transmitter (including coverage map) 


e Whitehaven transmitter 
e Windermere transmitter 
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Not to be confused with Radio Tees. 


City 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Language( 


s) 


Former 


callsigns 


Owner 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
es challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BBC 

Tees" - news « newspapers " books = scholar " JSTOR (June 2010) (Learn 

how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC Tees 


Boe 
TEES 


Middlesbrough 

Teesside, County Durham, North Yorkshire 
North Yorkshire, County Durham, Tees 
Valley. Proud Of Where We Live 

FM: 95.0, 95.8, MHz 

DAB: 11B 


RDS: BBC TEES 


31 December 1970 


Mainly local news and talk 
English 

Radio Teesside 

Radio Cleveland 


BBC Local Radio, 


BBC North East and Cumbria 


Website Website 


BBC Tees is the BBC Local Radio service for the English areas of Teesside, County 
Durham and some of North Yorkshire. It broadcasts from its studios in Middlesbrough on 
95.0 (Bilsdale West Moor) and 95.8 (Whitby) FM. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 102,000 listeners and a 4% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] 
BBC Radio Teesside (1970-1974)[edit] 


The station was originally launched as Radio Teesside at 6 pm on 31 December 1970 
with a local news programme entitled Teesside Tonight, presented by George Lambelle, 
who later won five major programming awards. 


BBC Radio Cleveland (1974-2007 )[edit] 


BBC Radio Cleveland - Middlesbrough 


On 1 April 1974 the station became known as Radio Cleveland, when the county of 
Cleveland was formed. The station moved to new offices in 1983. On 1 April 1996, the 
county of Cleveland split into Stockton-on-Tees, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, and Redcar 
and Cleveland. These four boroughs along with nearby Darlington now form the 
governmental sub-region of Tees Valley. Also included in the main coverage area is 
the Army's main garrison at Catterick Garrison, which is also included in the 
transmission area of Radio York on 104.3 FM. 


BBC Tees (2007-present) [edit] 


On Saturday 11 August 2007 the station rebranded itself as BBC Tees, due to its 
broadcasting area no longer being associated with the name Cleveland. The BBC Tees 


brand was already associated with its 'Where | Live' website and 'BBC Bus', which have 
both since been discontinued. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The signal on 95 FM is relatively strong and comes from the 900-foot Bilsdale 
transmitter on the North York Moors, which transmits the main television signals 

for Teesside and North Yorkshire, and national radio frequencies, as well as the 
commercial stations TFM, 100-102 Real Radio and Capital FM on 106.4 FM. A relay 
transmitter covering the town of Whitby broadcasts on 95.8 FM. The DAB signals come 
from the Bauer 11B multiplex at Eston Nab (near the A174 road) and Brusselton 

(near Shildon between the A68 and A6072). 


The station did transmit on medium wave for a while but this was closed down in 1992. 


BBC Tees is also available on DAB in Teesside, County Durham and North Yorkshire and 
online via the station's website. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Tees' programming is produced and broadcast from its Middlesbrough 
studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Tees also carries regional programming for the North East 
and Cumbria, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Newcastle and BBC Radio 
Cumbria. During the station's overnight downtime, BBC Tees simulcasts BBC Radio 5 
Live. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Ali Brownlee 
References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Tees 
e History of local radio in Cleveland and Durham 


e MDS975's Transmitter Map 
e Bilsdale West Moor transmitter 


e Whitby transmitter 
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BBC North West 


BBC North West's area within the UK 


TV Winter Hill and all relays. 


transmitter 


s 
Radio BBC Radio Lancashire 
stations BBC Radio Manchester 


BBC Radio Merseyside 


Headquarte MediaCity, Salford Quays, Greater 


rs Manchester 


Area Cheshire 
Greater Manchester 
Lancashire 
Merseyside 
North Yorkshire (western Craven) 
West Yorkshire (western Calderdale) 
Derbyshire (High Peak) 


Cumbria (Barrow-in-Furness and South 


Lakeland) 

Isle of Man 
Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions North West and Isle of Man 


Key people Aziz Rashid 
(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


BBC North West is the BBC English Region serving Cheshire, Greater 

Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside, North Yorkshire (western Craven), West 
Yorkshire (Walsden), Derbyshire (High Peak), Cumbria (Barrow-in-Furness and South 
Lakeland) and the Isle of Man. 


The region also covered the rest of Cumbria during the late 1980s, complete with an 
opt-out television news service for the area, before it was transferred to the BBC North 
East region owing to high viewer demand. Today, the region is part of the larger BBC 
North division based at MediaCityUK in Salford Quays. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC North West produces regional TV news, current affairs and sports output including 
the flagship nightly news programme North West Tonight, alongside daytime North 
West Today bulletins and opt-out updates on weekdays during BBC Breakfast. 


Non-news output consists of the topical magazine programme /nside Out North 

West and a 20-minute opt-out during Sunday Politics. The rugby league highlights 
programme The Super League Show, produced by PDI Media at BBC Yorkshire's studio 
in Leeds, is also simulcast to north west viewers. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Lancashire, BBC Radio 
Manchester and BBC Radio Merseyside. 


Radio Manchester, Radio Merseyside and Radio Lancashire broadcast between 5 am and 
1 am on weekdays and between 6 am and 12 am on Radio Lancashire (until 1 am on 
Radio Merseyside). The three stations only simulcast for BBC News bulletins each 
evening, with Radio Manchester and Radio Lancashire also simulcasting the weekday 
late show and /ndus, an Asian community programme on Sunday evenings. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC North West also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local News websites for each county and the Isle of Man. 


History[edit] 
Radiofedit] 


Regional broadcasting in the North West had begun on 15 November 1922 when the 
BBC opened its Manchester radio station 2ZY, followed two years later by the opening of 
a Liverpool-based relay station, 2LY. At this point, the Manchester operation covered the 
entire North of England and northern parts of the Midlands, with relay stations in Leeds 
(2LS), Hull (6KH), Nottingham (5NG) and Stoke-on-Trent (6ST) carrying 2ZY output. 

Early broadcasts were made from studios at the Metropolitan-Vickers electricity works in 
Old Trafford. 


When the BBC National Programme commenced from London, output from Manchester 
was moved to the BBC Regional Programme, and in 1929 began operations from 
Broadcasting House, a leased studio complex above a bank in Piccadilly Gardens. From 
March 1936, the Manchester-based Northern radio service began serving Northern 
Ireland after the opening of a new transmitter at Lisnagarvey (albeit with an additional 
local opt-out). A year later, the opening of the Stagshaw transmitter also allowed 
listeners in the North East and Cumbria to receive an opt-out from the main service. 


When regional radio services resumed after the Second World War, Manchester-based 
output was broadcast on a Northern version of the Home Service, which would continue 
to serve Northern Ireland until January 1963. BBC Local Radio was introduced to the 
North West on 22 November 1967 with the launch of Radio Merseyside in Liverpool, 
followed on 10 September 1970 by Radio Manchester and on 26 January 1971 by Radio 
Blackburn (later relaunched as BBC Radio Lancashire). 


The expansion of local radio services led to a gradual reduction of regional radio 
programmes (covering both the North West and Yorkshire areas from the Holme Moss 
transmitter) on what had now become BBC Radio 4. The last regional programme to be 
aired on Radio 4 North was an early-evening news opt-out on Friday 12 September 
1980. Regional output for the North West would later resurface on the BBC's local radio 
stations in the evening and late night time slots. 


The BBC has never produced radio services for the Isle of Man although national BBC 
radio is available. Local radio services on the island are provided by Manx stations 
like Manx Radio and Energy FM. 


Television[edit] 


When the BBC launched daily regional television news in September 1957, the whole of 
northern England was initially covered as one region from Manchester. Short bulletins 
called News from the North began broadcasting on 30 September to what are now the 
North West, Yorkshire & North Midlands, East Yorkshire & Lincolnshire and North East & 


Cumbria areas. 


Two years later, the opt-outs were refocused to cover the North West, including the 
Yorkshire & Lincolnshire areas, as the North East and Cumbria were now receiving their 
own news bulletins. By 1962, the bulletins had been expanded into a 20-minute 
magazine programme and renamed North at Sixe. The current North West region 
was introduced on 25 March 1968 when a separate Leeds-based edition of Look 

North for Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and the North Midlands was launched. 


Between 5 April 1976 and 12 September 1980, BBC North West made use of regional 
presentation and continuity announcers during weekday evening programmes on BBC1. 
Also in 1980, the Manchester edition of Look North was renamed Look North West in an 
attempt to avoid confusion for neighbouring viewers in Yorkshire. Regional television 
news remained at the BBC's Old Broadcasting House in Piccadilly until finally moving 
into New Broadcasting House in Oxford Road on 18 May 1981. On 3 September 1984, 
the programme changed to its current title of North West Tonight. Between 1986 and 
1989, the region also covered parts of Cumbria that were previously served by the 
Newcastle edition of Look North and provided a news opt-out for the area served by the 
Caldbeck transmitter at lunchtime. However, viewers' complaints led to Cumbrian news 
coverage being switched back to Look North in Newcastle. 


After 30 years of operation from New Broadcasting House, BBC North West television 
began broadcasting from MediaCityUK at Salford Quays on the morning of Monday 28 
November 2011. 


Studios[edit] 


Dickenson Road, the first BBC television studio in Manchester, pictured in the 1960s. 


See also: New Broadcasting House (Manchester) and MediaCityUK 


From 1929 until 1981, many of the BBC's Manchester operations were based at 
Broadcasting House in the Piccadilly Gardens area of Manchester City Centre. The 
building had been leased to the Corporation from a bank on the ground floor and 
became the central control room for regional and network radio production from the 
city. 


In 1954, a former Methodist church on Dickenson Road in Rusholme became the BBC's 
first Manchester television studio, having been brought from Mancunian Films, who had 


converted the building. The Dickenson Road facilities became the main home of the 
city's network production base where early editions of long-running series including Top 
Of The Pops and A Question of Sport were produced. The BBC's northern outside 
broadcast units were located at another former church in Longsight. Meanwhile, 

regional television news and presentation began in September 1957, firstly from the 
crypt at Dickenson Road and subsequently at Broadcasting House in Piccadilly Gardens, 
Manchester. 


By 1967, planning had begun on creating a new broadcasting centre which would house 
radio and television on both network & regional levels as well as rehearsal space (Studio 
7) for the BBC's Northern Symphony Orchestra (later to become the BBC 

Philharmonic). New Broadcasting House on Oxford Road began operations in July 1975 
when network television production was transferred from the Dickenson Road studio 
into the much larger Studio A. Studio B, which would be used for regional TV news (Look 
North West, North West Tonight) was opened in May 1981, allowing the BBC to vacate 
its studios at Piccadilly after 52 years. 


Regular production in Studio A continued until 2000, when it was mothballed. 
Meanwhile, the BBC launched a joint facilities venture with ITV Granada, 

called 3SixtyMedia, which saw both broadcasters pool their studio resources at both 
Oxford Road and Granada's Quay Street complex. As a result, Studio A was re-opened in 
2005 as a four-waller, primarily for drama productions including Life on Mars. 


BBC North West moved into new studios at MediaCityUK in Salford Quays during 
Autumn 2011. The new development houses all departments previously based at New 
Broadcasting House alongside BBC Children's, BBC Sport, BBC Radio 5 Live, BBC 
Breakfast, BBC Learning and BBC Future Media departments and services, creating the 
biggest broadcast operation outside London. As part of the move, New Broadcasting 
House was sold off to Reality Estates Ltd for £10 million in April 2011. 


In addition to their headquarters, BBC North West has local radio stations and news 
bureaux located in Liverpool and Blackburn and a district office in Chester. 


Presenters[edit] 

Main presenters Weather presenters 
e Roger Johnson e Simon King 

e Annabel Tiffin e Owain Wyn Evans 


e Rich Davis 
e Alex Hamilton 
e Sara Blizzard 


e Kaye Forster 
See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC North West Tonight at BBC Online 
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BBC Radio Lancashire 


EIEIS RADIO 
LANCASHIRE 


City Blackburn 


Broadcast Lancashire 


area 
Frequency 95.5 MHz, 103.9 MHz, 104.5 MHz, 855 MW, 


1557 MW 
RDS: BBC Lanc 


First air 26 January 1971 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(_ English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC North West 


Webcast Listen 


Website BBC Radio Lancashire 


BBC Radio Lancashire is the BBC Local Radio service for the county of Lancashire, 

in North West England. It began as BBC Radio Blackburn on 26 January 1971 on 
96.4FM, then adding 854 kHz AM in 1972 and changing to its current name on 4 July 
1981. It broadcasts from studios in Blackburn on 95.5 (Hameldon Hill, Burnley), 103.9 
(Winter Hill, Horwich), 104.5 (Lancaster) FM and 855 (Riley Green near the A6061 
between Preston and Blackburn, near junction 3 of the M65), 1557 (Oxcliffe Hill, close to 
the A683 near Lancaster) AM, DAB, Freeview channel 720 and RealPlayer via the 
website. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 164,000 listeners and a 6.2% 
share as of December 2018." 


Transmitters[edit] 


The 103.9 FM signal comes 2,500 feet (760 m) high on the Winter Hill transmitter, and 
its height gives it the greatest coverage over Lancashire. North Manchester, although 
nearby, can just about pick up the signal. Winter Hill also carries national radio 
(including BBC National DAB), TV, Digital One, and the commercial stations Heart North 
West (formerly 105.4 Real Radio), Rock FM (formerly Red Rose Radio) on 97.4FM 

and Smooth North West on 100.4FM. Winter Hill also broadcasts two other local digital 
multiplexes - MXR North West 12C and CE Digital Manchester 11C (it is a digital 
transmitter for Radio Manchester). Radio Manchester is very clear in the south of 
Lancashire as is Radio Merseyside. The Lancaster transmitter also carries TV, BBC 
National DAB stations and Digital One. Beginning on 1 October 2001, the DAB signals 
have come from the EMAP Digital Central Lancashire 12A multiplex located at Winter 
Hill and Pendle Forest (near Nelson). Pendle Forest also started broadcasting BBC 
National DAB stations in April 2004. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC Radio Lancashire's programming is produced and broadcast from 
its Blackburn studios. During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Lancashire also carries some 
shared programming with sister station BBC Radio Manchester. During the station's 
downtime, BBC Radio Lancashire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Jim Bowen e Tony Livesey (now 
e Richard Hammond e Andy Peebles 

e Norman Thomas e Martin Roberts (no 
References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Lancashire 

e On the Wire. 

e North West Radio - BBC Radio Lancashire Memories 
e History of local radio in Lancashire. 

e The former Radio Blackburn. 

e MDS975's Transmitter Map. 

e Hameldon Hill transmitter. 

e Lancaster transmitter. 

e Oxcliffe transmitter. 


e Pendle Forest (Digital). 


e Winter Hill transmitter. 
Audio clips[edit] 


e 2001 jingle 
e Some old jingles and clips. 
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BBC Radio Manchester 


BAGRADIO 
MANCHESTER 


City Manchester 


Broadcast Greater Manchester, north- 


area east Cheshire and north-west Derbyshire. 


Frequency 95.1 MHz, 104.6 MHz 


DAB: 11C 
RDS: BBC Manc 


‘First air 10 September 1970 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC North West 


Webcast WMA 


Website BBC Radio Manchester 


BBC Radio Manchester is a BBC Local Radio station broadcasting to Greater 
Manchester, north-east Cheshire and north-east Derbyshire in North West England, 
from MediaCityUK in Salford Quays on FM via a transmitter at Holme Moss, with a small 
repeater at Saddleworth that covers Tameside and Saddleworth. It can be heard 

on DAB radio and via internet streaming. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 203,000 listeners and a 3.8% 
share as of December 2018.™ 


History[edit] 
BBC Radio Manchester (1970-1988)[edit] 


BBC Radio Manchester launched at 6 am on 10 September 1970 as the first local radio 
station in the city of Manchester. Initially broadcasting from studios at Piccadilly 
Gardens in the city centre, the station's long-standing home was New Broadcasting 
House on Oxford Road. Radio Manchester originally broadcast only on 95.1 VHF (FM); 
the frequency of 275 metres (1052 khz), on the AM / medium wave band was added 
approximately 2 years after the station first went on air. The first voice on air was Alan 
Sykes. Other presenters included Roy Cross, Sandra Chalmers, Mike Riddoch and Alex 
Greenhalgh. In the mid 1970s, Radio Manchester was notable for the "Midway through 
the Day" programme which introduced strip programming and ran from lunchtime until 
7 pm. Presenters changed throughout the day and it was the precursor of the now 
common chat and music format. At the same time Radio Manchester began an evening 
programme from 10 pm to midnight which often repeated interviews from "Midway 
through the Day". 


Opt-out stations[edit] 


In 1983 and 1984 the radio station ran a series of experimental community stations, 
each of which used the 1296 kHz AM frequency in turn. The stations were BBC Radio 
Bury (late 1983/early 1984), BBC Radio Oldham, BBC Radio Rochdale (eight weeks 
from 14 May 1984), BBC Radio Trafford (which operated from a mobile studio in a 
school playground) and BBC Radio Skelmersdale (summer 1984). The stations were 


part-time services which opted out from the main BBC Radio Manchester service. The 
experiments were never repeated. 


BBC GMR (1988-2006) [edit] 


From October 1988 until 3 April 2006, the station was named BBC GMR (Greater 
Manchester Radio) and, for a brief period in 1997, GMR Talk. Programmes included a 
phone-in with Allan Beswick (who remains at the station and has presented a variety of 
shows at differing times, currently presenting a late night talk show which is simulcast 
with BBC Radio Lancashire), late-night music and comedy show Michelle Mullane around 
Midnight and GMR Brass, a brass band music programme. GMR was part of the BBC 
Night Network. 


In 1996, BBC GMR began broadcasting from a second transmitter from Saddleworth on 
104.6 FM, (which had and continues to serve as a transmitter for Key 103 for over 20 
years). This meant areas of the Upper Tame Valley 

including Saddleworth and Tameside, down to Hyde saw improved coverage, which was 
poor at times from Holme Moss especially indoors. 


BBC Radio Manchester relaunch (2006-present) [edit] 


After 18 years the station reverted to its original name, Radio Manchester. The first 
voice on the relaunched station was that of Tony Wilson followed by long-time local 
personality and breakfast presenter Terry Christian, the first song 

was Manchester by the Beautiful South. 


At 6 am on Saturday 8 October 2011, the station ended its transmissions from its 
Oxford Road studios and began broadcasting from MediaCityUK in Salford Quays. The 
final show from Oxford Road was presented by Darryl Morris and the first from the new 


studios by Andy Crane. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Manchester's programming is produced and broadcast from Salford 
Quays. During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Manchester also carries some shared 
programming with sister station BBC Radio Lancashire. During the station's downtime, 
BBC Radio Manchester simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live programming. 


Notable presenters include Mike Sweeney (weekday mornings), Becky Want (weekday 
afternoons) and Stephanie Hirst (Saturday nights). !<#stion needed 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (November 2018) 


e Gordon Burns 
e Sandra Chalmers 


e Terry Christian 
e Andy Crane 


e Darryl Morris 
e Susie Mathis 


e Caroline Woodruff 
e Tony Wilson 

e jeff Cooper 

e John Howard 


See also[edit] 


e Manchester Sports 
e Eastern Horizon 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Manchester official website 
e BBC Radio Manchester marks 40 years on the air 
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BBC Radio Merseyside 


BAGRADIO 
MERSEYSIDE 


City Liverpool 


Broadcast Merseyside area (south 
area western Lancashire / north 


western Cheshire) 


Frequency 95.8 MHz, 1485 kHz, DAB 


First air 22 November 1967 
date 


Format Local news, sport, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC North West 


Website BBC Radio Merseyside 


BBC Radio Merseyside is the BBC Local Radio service for 
the Merseyside region, England. It was the third BBC local radio station to start 
broadcasting, launching on 22 November 1967, serving south west Lancashire. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 288,000 listeners and a 10.4% 
share as of December 2018.™ 


Technical[edit] 


BBC Radio Merseyside studios on Hanover Street, Liverpool. 


BBC Radio Merseyside broadcasts from its studios in Hanover St, Liverpool on 95.8 MHz 
(Allerton Park), 1485 kHz (Wallasey) and DAB. 


The Allerton Park transmitter also transmits Radio City on 96.7 MHz. Both have the 
same coverage. DAB signals come from the EMAP Digital EMAP Liverpool 11B multiplex] 
from Billinge Hill (between St Helens and Wigan), Hope Mountain 

(between Buckley and Wrexham) and Radio City Tower (on top of Radio City's studios). 


In late 1981 BBC Radio Merseyside moved from the council-owned offices in Commerce 
House, Liverpool to a new purpose built studios on Paradise Street, Liverpool. 
Broadcasts began from the new studios on 7 December 1981, 14 years after the 
station's inception. On 15 July 2006, BBC Radio Merseyside moved from its former home 


to a new purpose-built studio building on the corner of Hanover Street and College Lane 
in Liverpool. This building has three ground-floor studios next to a public performance 
space. An open learning centre is on the first floor and the main office is on the second 
floor. It's the third building Radio Merseyside has occupied since it was launched in 1967 
from studios on the sixth floor of a council-owned building, Commerce House, in Sir 
Thomas Street. 


In October 2006, the studio building was nominated and made the Building 
Design shortlist for the inaugural Carbuncle Cup, which was ultimately awarded 


to Drake Circus Shopping Centre in Plymouth. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Merseyside's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Liverpool studios from 5am - lam on weekdays, 6am - lam on Saturdays and 5am - 
2am on Sundays. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Merseyside simulcasts BBC 
Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Specialist programming includes Liverpool's only English-Chinese speaking 
programming Orient Express with June Yee and Billy Hui (Monday's midnight-lam) and 
Upfront with Ngunan Adamu (Sunday's 8pm-10pm). 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Norman Thomas 

e Simon O'Brien 

e Shelagh Fogarty (Now at LBC) 

e Rob McCaffrey 

e Ray Stubbs (Now with BT Sport) 
e Eddie Hemmings 

e Wayne Clarke 


e Janice Long 
e Jane Buchanan (Streetlife) 
e Roger Hill 


e Brian Jacques 

e Alan Parry (Now with Sky Sports football commentator) 
e Rob Palmer 

e Gerry Harrison 

e Stephen Parry 

e Debi Jones 

e Billy Butler (D 


Notable presenters[edit] 


e Billy Maher 
e June Yee 


e Linda McDermott 


Controversy[edit] 


During a breakfast show on 25 June 2007, presenter Simon O'Brien accidentally 
broadcast an unedited interview in which he said, "fuck the government, fuck the 
planners". O'Brien resigned from the station later in the day. He later went on to 
present a short-lived Saturday breakfast show on talk radio station City Talk 105.9 in 
Liverpool. City Talk later used the now infamous phrase that led to his resignation as 
part of their launch marketing for the station. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 2015-09-27. 
2. ^ bdonline.co.uk. "Bottom of the barrel - Carbuncles 2006". Retrieved 2014-09-11. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Merseyside 
e North West Radio 


e History of local radio in Merseyside 

e MDS975's Transmitter map. 

e Allerton transmitter 95.8 MHz 

e Hope Mountain (Digital) 

e Wallasey transmitter 1485 KHz Mediumwave 
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BBC South 


BIBIC South 


BBC South's area within the UK 


TV Hannington 

transmitters Midhurst 
Oxford 
Rowridge 


Radio stations BBC Radio Berkshire 
BBC Radio Oxford 
BBC Radio Solent 


Headquarters Southampton 

Area Oxfordshire 
Hampshire 
Isle of Wight 


West Sussex (majority) 
eastern and central Dorset 
eastern Gloucestershire 
southern Northamptonshire 
Berkshire 

Buckinghamshire (part) 
Surrey (part) 


Wiltshire (part) 


Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions South 
Key people Jason Horton 


(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Launch date 1961 


Official 
website 


news.bbc.co.uk/local/hi/default.stm 


BBC South is the BBC English Region serving Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Isle of 

Wight, Dorset, Berkshire and parts 

of Gloucestershire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Surrey, West 

Sussex and Wiltshire, with geographic coverage varying between digital, television and 
radio services. 


The region is headquartered in Southampton and has smaller offices in Dorchester, 
Oxford, Reading and Portsmouth. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC South's television output (broadcast on BBC One) consists of its flagship regional 
news service BBC South Today and includes an opt-out service for viewers served by 
the Oxford transmitter, the current affairs programme /nside Out and a weekly half- 
hour Sunday Politics show dedicated to the region. 


The region covers television services for Hampshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, most 
of Dorset and West Sussex and parts of Buckinghamshire and Wiltshire. 


The television output also produces occasional regional documentaries, the such 

as Titanic - Southampton Remembers and Sea City. The former, broadcast in April 
2012, looks at the impact of the disaster on Southampton, where most of the ships staff 
were recruited while Sea City looks behind the scenes at Southampton Docks and was 
broadcast in January 2013 with a second series in March 2014.21 


Radio[edit] 


The region is home to local radio stations BBC Radio Oxford, BBC Radio 
Berkshire and BBC Radio Solent. 


Radio Solent, BBC Radio Oxford and Radio Berkshire broadcast between 5 am and 1 am 
with local programming broadcast between 5 am and 7 pm on weekdays. The three 
stations carry networked programming with the two stations in the BBC South 

East region every evening. The stations also simulcast overnight programming 

from BBC Radio 5 Live each night after closedown. 


Digital[edit] 


BBC South produces online articles and video for Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Oxfordshire, 
Dorset and Berkshire which featured on BBC News Online, as well as producing content 
for the region's social media accounts. 


Text-based red button services come from the articles produced for the BBC website. 


History[edit] 


The BBC's television news operation in Southampton began on 5 January 1961 with the 
launch of South at Six, presented by Martin Muncaster, who had defected from Southern 
Television. The programme was later renamed as South Today. In 1967, Bruce 

Parker joined BBC South and went on to become its longest-serving presenter, 
anchoring South Today for over 30 years. 


In 1969, South Today became part of Nationwide, with its own opt-out section of the 
main programme for local news. In 1984, following the end of the short- 

lived Nationwide replacement Sixty Minutes, South Today became a standalone 
programme, competing heavily ever since with the long-defunct Southern 
Television's news programme Day by Day, IVS's Coast to Coast and the present 
incumbent /TV News Meridian. 


The region itself has changed in size and shape on a few occasions. On 16 October 
2000, areas served by the Oxford transmitter were transferred from the large 

former BBC South East region, served by news programme Newsroom South East, and 
transferred to an opt out of the BBC South region served by South Today. Additionally, 
following the digital switchover of the Whitehawk Hill transmitter on 7 March 

2012, Brighton and Hove transferred to the coverage of BBC South East. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC South's studio centre at Broadcasting House on Havelock Road, Southampton 


BBC South's regional broadcasting centre is based in Southampton, with local radio and 
television studios also in Brighton, Oxford, Portsmouth and Reading. 


Prior to moving to the current studios in 1991, BBC South was based next to the 
disused Southampton Terminus railway station at South Western House, a former grand 
hotel set up to cater for first class passengers using the transatlantic liners from 
Southampton and latterly used as a military HQ during the planning of the D- 

day landings. The building was famed for its clear views of Southampton docks, making 
events such as the departure of the Queen Mary easy to film, as cameras only had to 
set up on the roof of the building, though the technology used at South Western House 
was famed for its unreliability, as most of this equipment was second hand and brought 
in from other BBC buildings.@ The introduction of colour television in the early 1970s led 
to a major reconstruction of the building, which had a main studio (used largely 

for South Today) and a small presentation studio for news bulletins and continuity - 
unusually, the camera for the small studio was situated in the outside corridor and 
looking into the room. 


In 1991, BBC South moved into new, purpose-built facilities at Havelock Road in 
Southampton. The new studios were built on to the side of the hill at the top of the city 
with the railway tunnel running directly underneath. This slope meant that the new 
television studios were far larger than the previous ones, as they could take up vast 
amounts of space on a lower level. The new facilities also included brand new 
equipment and technology, radio studios for BBC Radio Solent and editing suites. 


The extra space was because BBC South, at the time, was one of the new regional 
production centres. Previously production centres had been in the large regions with 
studio facilities, these being the nations, BBC Midlands, BBC North West and BBC West. 
However, some smaller production centres were being trialled in the South and the 
North East. As a result, the new studio was made slightly larger so that it could 
accommodate a network production. When the BBC decided to reduce regional 
productions as a cost-cutting measure, the fact that BBC South's studio was not too 
large meant that it was allowed to remain open, unlike many of the other studios and 
production centres. 


The complex has two studios. Studio A, the larger is used for South Today and is 
audience capable, while Studio B, the smaller is occasionally used by South Today and 
was originally used for the Oxford opt-out. 


See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 

e BBC South Today 

e BBC Radio Berkshire 

e BBC Radio Oxford 

e BBC Radio Solent 

e BBC Radio Solent For Dorset 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Titanic - Southampton Remembers - BBC One". BBC. Retrieved 16 April 2016. 
2. ^ "Series 1, Sea City - BBC One". BBC. Retrieved 16 April 2016. 


3. ^ Jump up to:2 * “BBC South History". TV ARK. Archived from the original on 4 March 
2012. Retrieved 16 April 2016. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC South Today at BBC Online 
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BBC Radio Berkshire 


BAGRADIO 
BERKSHIRE 


City Reading 


Broadcast Berkshire, North Hampshire, parts of 
area Buckinghamshire and parts of South 


Oxfordshire 
Slogan People you know, travel you trust 
Frequency 94.6 MHz, 95.4 MHz, 104.1 MHz, 104.4 MHz 
DAB: 12D 


Freeview: 719 


First air Tuesday 21 January 1992 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South 


Website BBC Radio Berkshire 


BBC Radio Berkshire is the BBC Local Radio service for 

the English county of Berkshire, North Hampshire, and South Oxfordshire. Radio 
Berkshire broadcasts on 94.6 (Henley-on-Thames), 95.4 (Windsor), 104.1 (Hannington) 
and 104.4 (Reading) FM from its studios at Thames Valley Park near Reading. The 
station is also available on DAB, Freeview, and through live streaming on the internet, 
also on demand for thirty days after broadcast through the BBC iPlayer. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 94,000 listeners and a 5.1% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] 


The station began on 21 January 1992, starting as a sister station of Radio Oxford, 
broadcasting for part of the weekday and weekend mornings. Due to financial cutbacks, 
BBC Director-General John Birt announced that it was to merge with BBC Radio 

Oxford on 9 April 1996 to become BBC Thames Valley FM. On 14 February 2000, the two 
stations became separate once again. 


Awards[edit] 


BBC Radio Berkshire was named Station of the Year in the 2012 Frank Gillard Awards, 
also winning in the Sports Coverage category for its coverage of olympic rowing at Eton 
Dorney. Andrew Peach won silver in both the Programme Presenter and The Ultimate 
Hot Seat categories.” 


In the 2013 Sony Radio Academy Awards the Andrew Peach programme won bronze in 
the category Breakfast Show of the Year (under 10 million). 


Transmitters[edit] 


The Hannington transmitter for BBC Radio Berkshire's 104.1 FM frequency is located on 
Cottington Hill (close to Watership Down). Along with the BBC's signal it also carries 
television channels and Heart South on 102.9 FM. The 104.1 FM signal can be heard 
over most of Hampshire, certainly more than BBC Radio Solent. The Fountain House 
transmitter carries Heart South on 97 FM and BBC Radio Berkshire on 104.4 FM since 
1991. The Henley-on-Thames transmitter which carries BBC Radio Berkshire on 94.6 FM 
also carries Heart South on 103.4 FM. The Windsor transmitter carries BBC Radio 
Berkshire on 95.4 FM. 


Since 31 July 2004, DAB broadcasts have come from the NOW Digital Berkshire & North 
Hampshire 12D multiplex from Coppid Beech (at the junction of the B3408 

and A329(M) in west Bracknell), Hannington and Hemdean (just north of Caversham). 
The Basingstoke DAB transmitter (between Cliddesden and Winslade near the A339 in 
Hampshire) was added on 3 October 2005. 


Since June 2016 BBC Radio Berkshire has been available on Freeview channel 719 from 
television transmitters in the region.“ 


The station essentially covers the M4 corridor. 


Programmes[edit] 


The majority of the station's programmes are produced and broadcast from their state 
of the art studios in Thames Valley Park, Reading. The studios were especially designed 
for BBC Berkshire following the sale of Caversham Park House, which was their location 
for many years. The move was spoken about for many months, and was finally 
completed on 21st November 2018. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Berkshire also carries regional programmes for the 
South and South East regions, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Solent, BBC 
Radio Kent and BBC Radio Oxford. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Berkshire 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


The station's notable presenters include Andrew Peach, Steve Madden, Debbie 
McGee, Tony Blackburn, Bill Buckley, and Kirsten O'Brien. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


2. ^ "Berkshire wins Gillard Station of the Year". Radio Today. 18 October 2012. 
Retrieved 20 October 2012. 
3. ^ "Sony Radio Academy Awards > The Winners 2013 > Breakfast Show of the Year 


(under 10 million)". The Radio Academy. Archived from the original on 7 June 2013. 
Retrieved 13 May 2013. 


4. ^ "BBC Local Radio services". Digital UK. Retrieved 1 July 2016. 
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e Official website 
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BBC Radio Oxford 


BAA RADIO 
OXFORD 


City Oxford 


Broadcast area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Language(s) 


Owner 


Website 


BBC Radio Oxford is the BBC Local Radio station for Oxfordshire, UK. 


The station broadcasts on 95.2 FM via the Oxford transmitter, on DAB and online, and 
live from the BBC's Summertown studios in Oxford between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. each 
weekday, for over 13 hours on Saturdays and 16 hours on Sundays. It also carries 
regional programming simulcast with the BBC's local radio stations in 

the South and South East regions. BBC Radio Oxford also produces its own news service 
from its offices in Oxford with regular reports and outside broadcasts from around 
Oxfordshire. The weather service is provided by a team in Southampton. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 61,000 listeners and a 3.8% 


Oxfordshire 


Be part of it 


95.2 FM & DAB 


29 October 1970 


Local news, talk and music 


English 


BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South 


BBC Radio Oxford 


share as of December 2018.™ 


History[edit] 


BBC Oxford radio car at the Cowley Road Festival 2010 


Early 1970 - Oxford was chosen as a location for BBC local radio and premises in 
Summertown found at 242-254 Banbury Road. The site is known as Barclay House 
and was previously a Rolls Royce showroom. 

Mid 1970: Staff were recruited, a small number with BBC experience but mostly local 
people, and the studios at Summertown are built. 

September 1970 - On air staff trained at The Langham Hotel in London 

Early October 1970 - Three weeks of test transmissions begin. 

29 October 1970 - BBC Radio Oxford officially begins transmission at 5 pm on 
95.0MHz VHF. 

31 December 1970 - Radio Times lists BBC Radio Oxford programmes for the first 
time. 

5 October 1972 - Due to high demand by residents who did not have VHF/FM on 
their radios, BBC Radio Oxford begins broadcasting on 202 metres medium wave 
(1484kHz). The station would also be available on the local cable network on 
'Rediffusion Channel A'. 

26 June 1973 - BBC Radio Oxford moves its VHF frequency to 95.2MHz to avoid 
interference with BBC Radio London on 94.9MHz. 

22 May 1976 - The station opens its studios to the public for an open weekend. 
October 1980 - BBC Radio Oxford celebrates 10 years on air by publishing a 
magazine. 

April/May 1989 - BBC Radio Oxford moves to purpose built studios at 269 Banbury 
Road, Summertown. 

9 April 1996 - Radio Oxford merges with BBC Radio Berkshire to form the short- 
lived BBC Thames Valley FM. Local programming is restricted to separate news 
bulletins for the two counties. 

14 February 2000 - Radio Oxford is revived, although most output continues to be 
shared with Radio Berkshire. 


e 2004 - BBC Radio Oxford relaunches with a new line-up of presenters. By now, the 
station has regained a full line-up of local programming. 

e April 2008 - The station is rebranded as BBC Oxford 95.2FM as part of a relaunch 
involving the regional TV news programme BBC Oxford News (previously South 
Today Oxford). 

e October 2010 - The station celebrates its 40th anniversary and reverts to the Radio 
Oxford branding. 

e 21 December 2012 - BBC Radio Oxford's DAB service is launched. 212! 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Oxford's programming is produced and broadcast from its Oxford 
studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Oxford also carries regional programming for the 
South and South East regions, produced from sister stations including BBC Radio 
Solent and BBC Radio Kent. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Oxford 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


The station's notable presenters include David Prever, Nick Piercey, Bill Buckley, 
and Henry Wymbs. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Richard Allinson e Jonathan Hancock 

e Andrew Peach (now on BBC Radio Berkshire, BBC WM and a newsreader e Bob Harris (now on 
on Radio 2) e Alex Lester 

e Malcolm Boyden (departed October 2014 to return to BBC Hereford & e Timmy Mallett 
Worcester after leaving the station in 2008) e Libby Purves (now 

e Humphrey Carpenter e Alan Roberts 

e Anne Diamond e Sybil Ruscoe 

e Mike Dickin (died 2006) e Martin Stanford (fo 

e Phil Gayle e Jon Briggs (original 

e Will Gompertz e Tim Smith 


See also[edit] 


e Oxford University Broadcasting Society (former producer of BBC Oxford 
programmes) 
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BBC Radio Solent 


EIEN RADIO 
SOLENT 


City Southampton (with smaller offices 
in Bournemouth, Dorchester, Newport, Poole a 


nd Portsmouth) 


Broadca Hampshire, Dorset, Isle of Wight 


st area 
Slogan Loving life in the South 


Frequen 96.1 FM, 999 MW DAB (NOW South 

cy Hampshire) 
Freeview: 722 
Dorset version: 103.8 FM, 1359 MW Dorset 
DAB, Freeview: 734 


First air 31 December 1970 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Langua_ English 
ge(s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South 
BBC South West 


|\Website BBC Radio Solent 


BBC Radio Solent is the BBC Local Radio service for the Isle of Wight and 

the English counties of Hampshire and Dorset. Its studios are located in Southampton, 
in the same purpose-built office block in Havelock Road as the BBC South Today news 
studios, and there are district offices 

in Portsmouth, Newport, Bournemouth, Poole and Dorchester. It was based until 1991 in 
South Western House, the former railway hotel at the old Southampton 

Terminus station. 


Overview([edit] 


The station, which began broadcasting on 31 December 1970, is named after 

the Solent, the area of sea between Southampton, Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight. In 
1996 Radio Solent expanded its coverage into West Dorset and South Dorset by taking 
over neighbouring BBC Dorset FM, which was formerly an opt-out of BBC Radio Devon. 
In 2013 a new programme targeted specifically for Dorset listeners on 103.8FM was 
launched under the name Breakfast in Dorset, after campaigns for a more locally 
focused service. The programme comes from a studio complex based in Dorchester and 
the programme is also broadcast county wide on DAB. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 218,000 listeners and a 5.3% 
share as of December 2018. 


Transmitters[edit] 


Nick Girdler in the BBC Radio Solent studio in Southampton. 


The service is broadcast on 96.1 FM and 999 AM for Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and 
eastern Dorset; and on 103.8 FM and 1359 AM for western Dorset; on DAB (NOW South 
Hampshire and NOW Bournemouth); and via its website using Flash and Windows Media 
streaming formats. 


North and north-east Hampshire[edit] 


The signal for Hampshire on 96.1 FM from Rowridge on the Isle of Wight is less clearly 
audible north of Winchester than the transmissions from other BBC Local Radio stations, 
so that the north Hampshire town of Basingstoke is officially looked after by BBC Radio 
Berkshire (on 104.1 FM from Hannington), while towns such 

as Aldershot, Farnborough and Fleet in the north-east of the county are served by BBC 
Surrey via their Guildford transmitter on 104.6 FM. BBC Surrey's slogan into the news is: 
"The radio station for Surrey & North-East Hampshire". 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC Radio Solent's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Southampton studios. During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Solent also produces some 
regional programming for the South and South East regions. During the station's 
downtime, BBC Radio Solent simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable presenters include Alex Dyke and Paul Miller. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Roger Day, DJ and presenter up to 20122 

e Kenny Everett (presenter, 1972) 

e john Piper - (Broadcaster) (Presenter of Piper's Tune throughout the 1970s, left to launch 2CR in Bc 
e Richard Skinner (broadcaster) (newsreader, left to join BBC Radio 1 in 1973.) 

e Peter White (broadcaster) (the BBC's Disability Affairs Correspondent, worked for Radio Solent fron 
e Sean Street (broadcaster, poet, writer, and Britain's first Professor of Radio) 

e Carolyn Quinn (now a BBC Radio 4 presenter) 

e Sally Taylor (broadcaster, presenter of BBC One South's South Today. Worked for BBC Radio Solen 
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BBC South East 


BIBIC South East 


BBC South East's area within the UK 


TV transmitters 


Radio stations 


Headquarters 


Area 


Bluebell Hill 
Dover 
Heathfield 
Whitehawk 


BBC Radio Kent 
BBC Surrey 
BBC Sussex 


Tunbridge Wells 


Kent 


East Sussex 


West Sussex (part) 


Surrey (part) 
Regions South East 


Key people Quentin Smith 


BBC South East is the BBC English region serving Kent, East Sussex, part of West 
Sussex and a small part of Surrey. 


The BBC region was created in September 2001 by the joining of 

the Heathfield transmitter (formerly part of the BBC South region) with the Bluebell 

Hill and Dover transmitters (from the then BBC London and South East region) to form a 
new regional TV service. Unlike ITV Meridian (East), it does not serve 

southern Essex (received from a Bluebell Hill overlap), this area being part of the BBC 
London region instead. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC South East's television output consists of the flagship regional news service South 
East Today and the topical magazine programme /nside Out. A 25-minute opt-out 
during Sunday Politics is produced by an independent production company. A late night 
football magazine show Late Kick Off is co-produced with BBC London. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Kent, BBC Surrey and BBC Sussex. 


Radio Kent carries local programming between 6 am and 7 pm from the Tunbridge Wells 
studio, then simulcasts networked programming along with stations in the BBC South 
and South East regions until 1 am every night. BBC Sussex and BBC Surrey each carry 
three hours a day of local programming for each county from 6 am to 9 am, sharing the 
remainder of their output between 9 am and 7 pm, then joining with other stations in 
the BBC South and BBC South East regions at 7 pm. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC South East also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local websites for each county. It also provided regional information for 
the BBC Ceefax service until its closure in October 2012. 


History[edit] 


Prior to 2001, London, the South East and the south Midlands had been considered part 
of the same editorial region by the BBC, and as a result, received a single regional 
service, including news programmes London Plus (1984-1989) and Newsroom South 
East (1989-2001). London had not been afforded the same 'regional' status as the other 
BBC regions as the bulk of the national content was produced in the capital. This was 
reflected in the fact that since the launch of regional TV news bulletins in 1957, there 
was no specialist division within the BBC tasked with producing South East opt-outs. 


As a result, the region had fewer local bulletins. Town and Around, the BBC's first 
attempt at a South East news programme, was gradually integrated into Nationwide, 
whose production team produced the local bulletins, presented for many years by Bob- 
Wellings. This issue was addressed to a degree with the launch of South East at Six on 
Monday 4 January 1982 and later, on Monday 3 September 1984, by London Plus - 
which saw the introduction of short daytime bulletins of the type seen in other BBC 
regions. Production teams based within the BBC's Current Affairs department continued 
to produce London Plus until a dedicated South East operation was finally introduced on 
Tuesday 28 March 1989 with the launch of Newsroom South East from a dedicated news 
centre at Elstree Studios in Hertfordshire. Despite the changes throughout the decade, 
the large region and fewer regional operatives meant the service was still far from ideal. 


The size of the region was gradually reduced in stages, starting in 1993 when 

the Heathfield transmitter serving East Sussex was switched from BBC South East to 
BBC South, reducing the region to just London, Kent and the south Midlands. On 16 
October 2000, the areas served by the Oxford transmitter were transferred from BBC 
South East to a new opt out service from BBC South's South Today. 


Following the BBC's South East Review of 2001, the London and South East 
arrangements changed, with BBC London split off as a separate entity 

and Heathfield viewers rejoining Bluebell Hill and Dover in a new smaller BBC South 
East region, launched on Monday 3 September 2001 and based in Royal Tunbridge 
Wells. 


Following digital switchover in the south on 7 March 2012, the Whitehawk 

transmitter in Brighton transferred from the BBC South region to BBC South East. The 
network had been broadcasting around the fringes of Brighton and Hove prior to 
switchover and has always been part of the region's remit since 2001; BBC South East 
now broadcasts terrestrially to the whole city extending along the coast into West 
Sussex as far as Worthing. 


Studios[edit] 


The Great Hall, Tunbridge Wells 


The regional broadcasting centre is based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent with local radio 
studios and television bureaux located in Brighton and Guildford and smaller offices 

in Hastings, Chatham and Dover. BBC South East is the only one of the BBC regions not 
based in a major city. 


The Tunbridge Wells studios are located in The Great Hall, a historic building previously 
used as public rooms, photography studios, a performance venue, a cinema, a dancing 
school and until 1980, a nightclub called Carriages. In 1980, the building was severely 
damaged by fire. It was renovated and bought and now contains an arcade of shops, a 
hidden car park and the headquarters of BBC South East and BBC Radio Kent. The 
studios, as is now the trend with most modern developments, can be viewed by the 


public through tours or through the display windows into the offices from the public 
areas. Until late 2015, the complex contained a BBC Shop. 


See also[edit] 
¢ BODALEC portal 


e BBC Oxford News 
e BBC London 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC South East Today at BBC Online 
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BBC Radio Kent 


EIEISRADIO 
KENT 


City Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Broadcast area Kent 

Slogan Its All Here 

Frequency 96.7 FM, 97.6 FM, 104.2 FM 


RDS: BBC _ Kent 
DAB: 11C 


Freeview: 719 


First air date 18 December 1970 
Format Local news, talk and music 
Language(s) English 

Owner BBC Local Radio, 


BBC South East 


Website BBC Radio Kent 


BBC Radio Kent is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of Kent and parts 
of southeast London. 


It broadcasts on FM on 96.7 (West Kent, Wrotham transmitter), 97.6 (Folkestone area) 
and 104.2 (East Kent, Swingate transmitter) and DAB. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 179,000 listeners and a 4.1% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] 


The radio station was launched in 1970 under the name of BBC Radio Medway, 
originally only serving the Medway Towns. It broadcast from studios at 30 High Street 
in Chatham, a former newspaper office which was subsequently named Media House. 


The station gained its current name when operations expanded to Kent on 2 July 1983 

as part of the BBC's policy of operating countywide stations. Radio Medway was closed 
down by long serving staff member Rod Lucas, who was also the first voice to be heard 
on the new BBC Radio Kent. 


In July 1986, the studios moved to the nearby Sun Pier, from where it broadcast 
in stereo for the first time. 


In 1994, BBC Radio Kent stopped broadcasting on 1035khz MW due to the frequency 
being reallocated to a new London-wide commercial radio station. 


In 2001, the station moved to The Great Hall in Royal Tunbridge Wells, to combine with 
new television studios for the BBC South East region covering Kent and Sussex. From 
here BBC Radio Kent operates a total of four studios - two for programmes, one for news 
bulletins, and one network contributions area. 


BBC Radio Kent also operated a studio and office in The Wendy House (a building close 
to the original Sun Pier site in Chatham) although this has since closed, and small 
contributions studios in Dover and Canterbury. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Kent's programming is produced and broadcast from its Tunbridge 
Wells studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Kent also carries regional programming for the South, 
South East and East regions, including some of its own weekend output. During the 
station's downtime, BBC Radio Kent simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable presenters include lan Collins (weekday breakfast), Julia George (weekday 
mornings), Jon Holmes (Saturday mornings) and Lembit Opik (Sunday lunchtime). 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e jimmy Mack 1970-83 

e Don Durbridge (1983-1992) 

e Mo Dutta (1991-1994) 

e Barbara Sturgeon (1983-2004) 
e Dave Cash (1999-2016) 

e Alex Lester (2017) 

e Richard Spendlove 1989-2017 


References[edit] 

1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 
External links[edit] 
e BBC Radio Kent 


e BBC Kent local homepage 
e Media UK - BBC Radio Kent 
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BBC Surrey 


AAS 
SURREY 


City Guildford 


Broadcast Surrey, north-east Hampshire and 


area north West Sussex. 


Frequency RDS: BBCSurry, 104.0 & 104.6 FM 
DAB: MuxCo Surrey 


Freeview: 722 


First air 14 November 1991 (as BBC Radio Surrey) 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South, 
BBC South East 
BBC London 


Website BBC Surrey 


BBC Surrey is the BBC Local Radio service covering the English county of Surrey, along 
with North-East Hampshire and the northern fringes of West 

Sussex including Crawley, East Grinstead and Gatwick Airport. It began on 14 November 
1991 under the name BBC Radio Surrey, later becoming part of BBC Southern 
Counties Radio, before adopting its present name on 30 March 2009. 


Overview[edit] 


BBC Surrey's studios are based on the campus of the University of Surrey in Guildford. It 
broadcasts programming specifically for Surrey and North-East Hampshire weekdays 
from 6 to 9 am and from 5 pm to 6 pm, and on Saturdays from 6 am to 9 am and from 
2 pm to 6 pm. Some other programmes broadcast on both BBC Sussex and BBC Surrey 
are also broadcast from the Guildford studios. There are dedicated news bulletins for 
Surrey on the hour at some times of the day. The remainder of the station's output is 
shared with BBC Sussex. 


BBC Surrey is transmitted on 104 and 104.6 FM, and on DAB via the MuxCo Surrey 
multiplex,4 which officially launched on 12 December 2013.2 It has also been available 
on BBC iPlayer since 2 September 2009. 


According to RAJAR, BBC Surrey and BBC Sussex share a combined weekly audience of 
248,000 listeners and a 4.2% share as of December 2018.4 


Frequencies[edit] 


e Analogue VHF FM 
o 104.0 MHz - Reigate & Crawley (Reigate Transmitter) 
o 104.6 MHz - Guildford (Guildford Transmitter) 
e Analogue Mediumwave AM 
o 1368 kHz - Reigate & Crawley (Duxhurst Transmitter) [Ceased 03/01/2018] 
e DAB Digital Radio: Block 10C 213.36 MHz 
o Reigate & Crawley (Reigate Transmitter) 
Guildford (Guildford Transmitter) 
South West London (Crystal Palace Transmitter) 
Farnham (Hungry Hill Transmitter) 
Leatherhead (Stoke d'Abernon Transmitter) 


OoOo O OO 


History[edit] 
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BBC Radio Surrey (1991-1994) [edit] 


In the late 1980s, with the BBC Local Radio network nearing completion, a management 
team was appointed for 'BBC Radio Surrey and Berkshire’, the plan being to have two 
separate stations with their own identities, but with shared resources, and some shared 
programming. But then in 1990, as part of a plan to save £3 million, the BBC announced 
that BBC Radio Surrey would instead launch as an opt-out service of BBC Radio Sussex, 
with BBC Radio Berkshire an opt-out of BBC Radio Oxford. 


BBC Radio Surrey went on air initially on Saturday 6 September 1991 for coverage of a 
cricket match between Surrey and Hampshire - this was simply a relay of Radio Solent's 
coverage. The station finally went on air officially at 6.00am on Thursday 14 November 
1991. At launch it broadcast 43 hours a week of its own programming from its studios 
on the campus of the University of Surrey in Guildford. The remainder of the output 
came from either its sister station BBC Radio Sussex, or from the BBC South & East 
network. 


Just over a week after launch BBC Radio Surrey presented its first Children in 

Need programme, and breakfast presenter John Terrett and travel reporter Christina 
King made a brief appearance on the South East section of the television coverage. 
However the station was to receive little more in the way of promotion thereafter. 


Over its two years on air BBC Radio Surrey struggled to build a substantial audience; in 
fact audience figures reached a maximum of only 29,000, or 7 per cent reach, in 1993. 
One factor in this was that the output was broadcast by only one transmitter at 


Guildford, covering West Surrey on 104.6 FM, meaning listeners in East Surrey could not 
hear the station properly (Although at the time of establishing the station, there was the 
possibility of it getting the 1350AM frequency to also broadcast on). Another was the 
fact that the county's ILR stations were already long-established, making it difficult for 
the new station to establish itself. 


John Terrett hosted the breakfast show from launch, which featured regular reports from 
the station's own dedicated travel presenter Christina King. It was followed by Julian 
Clegg's mid-morning phone-in, which was simulcast with BBC Radio Sussex - although 
news and travel bulletins were split between the two stations every hour throughout the 
day. The joint output avoided mentioning the name of either station; instead full use 
was made of split jingles. At midday Steve Watts hosted the hour-long 'Watts for Lunch' 
which featured celebrity guests, local topics, and the Weather Wardens, made up of 
listener-correspondents from across the county, who brought unusual facts and history 
about their corner of Surrey. Following Miranda Birch's consumer show from Brighton, 
the final daily programme from Guildford was Drivetime with Claire Paul, although since 
she was also station editor she was absent from the show more often than not. Charles 
Carroll, Mike Carson and Radio Sussex's Stewart Macintosh were the usual stand-ins. In 
the early days Christina King presented travel reports during this show as well. 


There were three weekend programmes from Guildford - Steve Watts's light-hearted 
Saturday show which included a pub team quiz; the religious programme Sunday Best; 
and Nick Simmons's laid back Sunday morning show of music and chat. 


In October 1992, John Terrett and Claire Paul left, so Stewart Macintosh took over the 
lunchtime show (while continuing to present BBC Radio Sussex's breakfast show) and 
Tim Humphrey moved to breakfast, while Steve Watts moved to Drivetime. Jonathan 
Wills, later a presenter on ITV's London Tonight, joined the station, first as a travel 
presenter, before moving on to news reading and then sports presenting. During 1993 
Phil Kennedy became a regular stand-in on BBC Radio Surrey's Drivetime and lunchtime 
shows. 


Following schedule changes in July 1993, BBC Radio Surrey was gradually wound down. 
From September the station was identified on air as 'BBC Radio Sussex and Surrey’, 
although some programmes remained split between the two counties. The merger was 
complete on 7 January 1994 when BBC Radio Sussex and Surrey officially became a 
single station. 


BBC Southern Counties Radio (1994-2009) [edit] 


Main article: BBC Southern Counties Radio 


On 1 August 1994 the station's name was changed to BBC Southern Counties Radio. At 
first it ran a single all-talk schedule across Sussex and Surrey, however in September 
1997 a dedicated breakfast show for Surrey was reintroduced, followed by a drivetime 
show in April 2006. Apart from a brief period in 2006, the former BBC Radio Sussex 
transmitter at Reigate on 104.0 FM was now used for the Surrey output, in order to give 
better reception for listeners in East Surrey. 


BBC Surrey (2009-present) [edit] 


The county name returned to the radio station's name on 30 March 2009, when BBC 
Surrey became the new name for BBC Southern Counties Radio across Surrey, North- 
East Hampshire and Crawley, broadcasting on 104.0 and 104.6 FM. Mark Carter was the 
first voice on air, presenting Breakfast 6-9am. 


Networked and simulcast programming[edit] 


During off-peak hours, BBC Surrey also carries regional programming for the South and 
South East regions, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Solent and BBC Radio Kent. 
During the station's downtime, BBC Surrey simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


References[edit] 
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BBC Sussex 
BIBIC] 
SUSSEX 
City Brighton 
Broadcast Sussex 


area 


Frequency 104.5, 104.8 & 95.0-95.3 FM 
DAB: NOW Sussex Coast 


Freeview: 720 


First air date 14 February 1968 (as BBC Radio 
Brighton) 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South East 
BBC South 


Website BBC Sussex 


BBC Sussex is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of Sussex. It began 
on 14 February 1968 as BBC Radio Brighton, later becoming BBC Radio Sussex and 
then part of BBC Southern Counties Radio, before adopting its present name on 30 
March 2009. BBC journalists Jeremy Paxman, Kate Adie and Des Lynam started their 
careers at BBC Brighton." 


Programming[edit] 
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BBC Sussex runs its own programming specifically for Sussex from its studios 

in Brighton on weekdays from 6 am to 9 am and from 5 pm to 6 pm, and on Saturdays 
from 6 am to 9 am and from 2 pm to 6 pm. There are also dedicated news bulletins for 
Sussex on the hour at some times of the day. The remainder of the station's daytime 
output is shared with BBC Surrey. It is part of the BBC South East region, based 

in Tunbridge Wells. 


BBC Sussex cover every Brighton and Hove Albion and Crawley Town game live. On 
Saturdays, BBC Sussex Sport starts at 2 pm, presented by Johnny Cantor'tationneedea from 
wherever Brighton are playing. This show contains interviews and features on all sports 
from within the county. The frequencies then split shortly before kick off, with Brighton's 
match on DAB, 95.0, 95.3 and 104.5 FM, and Crawley on the remaining frequencies.' 


needed) 


When non-traditional kick off times occur, the main presenter for the club in question 
presents a BBC Sussex sports special on midweek evenings. 


The station's Sussex presenters are Neil Pringle (weekday breakfast) and Mark Carter 
(Saturday breakfast). Weekday programmes for both Surrey and Sussex are presented 
by Danny Pike (mornings), Allison Ferns (afternoons) and Sarah Gorrell (drivetime). 


According to RAJAR, BBC Sussex and BBC Surrey share a combined weekly audience of 
248,000 listeners and a 4.2% share as of December 2018.2 
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e Analogue VHF FM 
o 95.0 MHz - Newhaven (Newhaven Transmitter) 
o 95.1 MHz - Horsham (Horsham Transmitter) 
o 95.3 MHz - Brighton (Whitehawk Hill Transmitter) 
o 
(0) 


104.5 MHz - East Sussex (Heathfield Transmitter) 
104.8 MHz - West Sussex/South Coast (Burton Down Transmitter) 
e Analogue Medium wave AM 
1161 kHz - East Sussex (Bexhill Transmitter) [Ceased 03/01/2018] 
1485 kHz - Southern West Sussex (Brighton Transmitter) [Ceased 03/01/2018] 


(0) 
(0) 


History[edit] 
BBC Radio Brighton (1968-1983)[edit] 
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BBC Radio Brighton was one of the first wave of BBC Local Radio stations which took to 
the air during the late 1960s. Broadcasting from Marlborough Place, it officially opened 
on 14 February 1968, though a short-lived emergency service had been broadcast 
during the blizzards earlier that winter. Originally broadcast on 88.1 MHz VHF only, the 
station later acquired a medium wave frequency of 202m, and transferred to 95.3 MHz 
on VHF. The transmission area was initially restricted to little more than the 

immediate Brighton and Hove conurbation, with the surrounding suburbs. However, 
coverage was extended to include Worthing in the late 1970s. 


In common with much of the BBC's early local radio output, Radio Brighton broadcast 
only for limited daytime hours in its early years, relying on Radio 2 and Radio 4 for a 
sustaining service, but building to a full daytime service by the mid-1970s. In the early 
years, the emphasis was on structured programmes rather than the open-ended 
magazine shows which have since become more common. The flagship was the 
breakfast news programme 'Coastwise'. 


BBC Radio Sussex (1983-1994) [edit] 
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On 22 October 1983, as part of the BBC's move to extend its local radio network across 
the UK, the station expanded further to include the entire county. As a result, the 'Radio 
Brighton’ name was dropped in favour of the more accurate BBC Radio Sussex. 


BBC Southern Counties Radio (1994-2009) [edit] 
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Main article: BBC Southern Counties Radio 


In 1994 BBC Radio Sussex merged with a later arrival, BBC Radio Surrey, to form BBC 
Southern Counties Radio. At first it ran a single all-talk schedule across Sussex and 
Surrey. However, in September 1997 two dedicated breakfast shows, one for Brighton 
and Hove on the old 95.3 frequency, and another for the remainder of Sussex, were 
introduced. The separate breakfast show for Brighton was discontinued in April 2006. 


BBC Sussex (2009-present) [edit] 
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In March 2009 the county name returned to the radio station name when BBC Sussex 
became the new name for BBC Southern Counties Radio across Sussex. BBC Sussex and 
its sister station BBC Surrey continue effectively to operate as one station, with no 
change in management or infrastructure from its predecessor. 


Networked and simulcast programming[edit] 
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During off-peak hours, BBC Sussex also carries regional programming for the South and 
South East regions, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Solent and BBC Radio Kent. 
During the station's downtime, BBC Sussex simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable personnel|[edit] 


e Bob Gunnell 


e Des Lynam 
e Kate Adie 


e Michael Fabricant 
e Bob Simpson 

e David Arscott 

e Gavin Ashenden 


e Roger Day 
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news.bbc.co.uk. 
2. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Sussex 
e Media UK - BBC Sussex 
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BBC South West 


BIBIC 


BBC South West's area within the UK 


TV 


transmitters 


Radio 


stations 


Headquarter 


Area 


Beacon Hill 
Caradon Hill 
Frémont Point 
Huntshaw Cross 
Redruth 
Stockland Hill 


BBC Radio Guernsey 
BBC Radio Cornwall 
BBC Radio Devon 
BBC Radio Jersey 


Plymouth 


Cornwall 

Devon 

Isles of Scilly 
western Somerset 


West Dorset 


Channel Islands 
Nation BBC English Regions 


Key people Leo Devine 
(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Official http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/hi/ 


website 
default.stm 


BBC South West is the BBC English Region serving Cornwall, Devon, Isles of Scilly, 
western Somerset, West Dorset and Channel Islands. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC South West's television service (broadcast on BBC One South West) consists of the 
flagship regional news service Spotlight, the opt-out service BBC Channel Islands, the 
topical magazine programme /nside Out and a 20-minute opt-out during Sunday Politics. 


BBC South West covers Cornwall, Channel Islands, Devon, West Dorset and a small part 
of Somerset. 


Due to the size of West Dorset, the Listenership of BBC Radio Solent has both covered 
by BBC South and BBC South West. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Devon, BBC Radio Cornwall, BBC 
Radio Jersey and BBC Radio Guernsey. 


On weekdays, the four stations carry local programming between 5 am and 7 pm before 
joining together for networked programming between 7 pm and closedown at 1 am. 
Weekend evening programmes are also simulcast with stations in the BBC West region. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC South West also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local websites for each county. 


History[edit] 
This section does not cite any sources. Please 


help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
and removed. 


Find sources: "BBC South 
West" - news « newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (July 2019) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


Television[edit] 


BBC South West began a regional television service on 20 April 1961 (nine days before 
the first broadcast of the rival ITV station, Westward Television) with ten-minute news 
bulletins on weekdays, originally presented by Tom Salmon. A year later, the bulletin 
was expanded and relaunched as the news magazine programme South West at 

Six (hosted by Sheila Tracy) before being renamed again on 30 September 1963 

as Spotlight South West. 


An opt-out for the Channel Islands was introduced during the 1990s, beginning with 
short bulletins after the Nine O'Clock News on weeknights, presented from a small 
studio at the Frémont Point transmitter. The service was expanded on 16 October 2000 
and now incorporates the first half of Spotlight's main 6:30pm programme (under the 
name BBC Channel Islands News) and the full late bulletin after the BBC News at Ten on 
weeknights. The service is now based at the studios of BBC Radio Jersey in St Helier. 


Following the merger of Westcountry and HTV West to become ITV West & Westcountry 
in February 2009 (later becoming "ITV West Country" on 1 January 2014), Spotlight is 
now the only regional TV news service dedicated entirely to, and produced in, the South 
West, as the ITV service (/7V News West Country) is based in Bristol with bulletins and 
opt-outs for the region. ITV Channel Television continues to produce and broadcast its 
own dedicated local news service for the Channel Islands from its studios near St Helier 
in Jersey. 


Studios[edit] 


Broadcasting House, Plymouth 


The regional headquarters and television centre is at Broadcasting House in the 
Mannamead area of Plymouth, with offices and television studios also in St 
Helier, Truro and Exeter, !statorneedea 


The Plymouth studios were originally a Victorian villa on Seymour Road 

called /ngledene before being bought by the BBC following the Second World War and 
subsequently fitted out with technical facilities. A new colour television studio was 
added to the complex in 1974, allowing Spotlight to broadcast in colour for the first 
time. The studios were due to close in late 2011, with BBC South West moving to a new 
purpose-built broadcasting centre on the banks of Sutton Harbour, opposite 

the Barbican in Plymouth city centre.“ The move stalled, however, due to a developer 


pulling out of the project and the effect of the recession on the construction industry. In 
late 2012, the owner of the harbour expressed fears the move may never happen and 
admitted other parties had expressed an interest in moving to the site earmarked for 
the BBC. In 2013, the BBC confirmed it would not be moving to Sutton Harbour, but 
instead be refurbishing its existing Plymouth headquarters.@ 


See also[edit] 
HIGSBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
e BBC Radio Devon 

e BBC Radio Cornwall 
e BBC Radio Jersey 

e BBC Radio Somerset 
e BBC Radio Solent 


References[edit] 


1. ^ “BBC - Press Office - BBC South West confirms move to Sutton 
Harbour". www.bbc.co.uk. 

2. ^ "Inquiries over site earmarked for BBC, This is Plymouth". Archived from the 
original on 5 May 2013. Retrieved 29 January 2013. 

3. ^ "BBC - BBC South West announces major investment in Plymouth Seymour Road base - 
Media Centre". www.bbc.co.uk. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC Spotlight at BBC Online 
e BBC Channel Islands News at BBC Online 
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BBC Radio Cornwall 


AAGRADIO 
CORNWALL 


City Truro 


Broadcast Cornwall 


area 


Frequency 95.2 FM, 96.0 FM, 103.9 FM, DAB, also 
630kHz and 657kHz MW/AM 


First air 17 January 1983 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) Cornish 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South West 


Website BBC Radio Cornwall 


Coordinates: s#50°15’45.579’N 5°2’48.0516’W 


BBC Radio Cornwall is the BBC Local Radio service for Cornwall and the Isles of 

Scilly in the United Kingdom. It broadcasts from its studios on Phoenix Wharf in Truro on 
95.2 in the east, 96.0 on the Isles of Scilly and 103.9 in the west MHz FM, as well as 

on DAB. 


Prior to its launch on 17 January 1983, BBC regional radio broadcasting for Cornwall 
amounted to the breakfast show Morning Sou'West on the AM frequencies of Radio 4 
in Devon and Cornwall. Initially, Radio Cornwall shared an afternoon programme 

with BBC Radio Devon, but now sustains a full daytime service. The station also 
broadcasts a short weekly news bulletin in the Cornish language. As well as 
broadcasting on FM, BBC Radio Cornwall may also be streamed online via the station's 
website. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 114,000 listeners and a 12.5% 
share as of December 2018." 


Cornish language[edit] 


Radio Cornwall is one of two radio stations to have broadcast programmes in 
the Cornish language. Currently a five-minute news show, An Nowodhow, is broadcast 
every Sunday.22 


When Radio Cornwall was first set up Cornish language content was limited to around 2 
minutes per week. In 1987, a new weekly 15-minute-long bilingual show, Kroeder 
Kroghan, detailing Celtic cultural events taking place in Cornwall, was introduced." 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Cornwall's programming is produced and broadcast from its Truro 
studios. 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Cornwall also carries regional programming for the 
South West and West regions, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Devon and BBC 


Radio Somerset. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Cornwall simulcasts BBC 
Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Brenda Wootton (deceased) 
e Jonathan Samuels 

e Caroline Righton 

e Rod Lyon 


See also[edit] 


zm 
E Cornwall portal 


e List of topics related to Cornwall 
e Pirate FM 

e Atlantic FM 

e Radyo an Gernewegva 

e Cornish media 

e List of Celtic-language media 

e NOW Cornwall Multiplex 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 

2. ^ Diarmuid O'Néill, Rebuilding the Celtic Languages: reversing language shift in the 
Celtic countries, 2005 

* John T. Koch, Celtic Culture: a historical encyclopedia, 2006 

^ Martin John Ball, James Fife, The Celtic Languages, 1993 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Cornwall 
e Media UK - BBC Radio Cornwall 
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BBC Radio Devon 


EIEISRADIO 
DEVON 


City Plymouth 
Broadcast area Devon 


Frequency FM: various 
MW: 801 & 990 kHz 
DAB 


Freeview channel 720 (Devon only) 
First air date 17 January 1983 
Format Local news, talk and music 
Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South West 


Website BBC Radio Devon 


BBC Radio Devon is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of Devon. It 
first aired on 17 January 1983, replacing a previous breakfast show (Morning Sou'West) 
for Devon and Cornwall broadcast on the local frequencies of Radio 4. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 154,000 listeners and an 8% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] 


BBC Radio Devon started broadcasting on 17 January 1983, superseding the BBC Radio 
4 regional service. On the same day, BBC Radio Cornwall started broadcasting, as 
did BBC Breakfast television. When broadcasting started, the new studios in Exeter had 


not yet been finished, so BBC Radio Devon was broadcast from portable cabins for the 
first few weeks. The Exeter studios were officially opened by Alastair Milne, then BBC 
Director General, on 30 September 1983.” 


The station has reporters based in Exeter, Plymouth, Paignton and Barnstaple, allowing 
it to cover news stories throughout Devon. It broadcasts two breakfast shows 
simultaneously, one for Plymouth and the other for the rest of Devon. The newsroom in 
Plymouth is shared with the BBC regional website and television teams. The station has 
won several Sony Awards for its programming. 


Frequencies[edit] 


Radio Devon is broadcast on the following frequencies from BBC Broadcasting House in 
Plymouth and Pynes Hill in Exeter (transmitter location in brackets): 


e FM: 
103.4 MHz main frequency (North Hessary Tor) 
94.8 MHz in Barnstaple (Huntshaw Cross) 
95.7 MHz in Plymouth (Plympton) 
95.8 MHz in Exeter (St. Thomas) 
96.0 MHz in Okehampton 
104.3 MHz in Torbay and the South Hams (Beacon Hill) 
AM (MW): 
801 kHz in North Devon (Barnstaple) 
990 kHz in Exeter 
1458 kHz in Torbay (this frequency ceased transmissions on 15 January 2018) 


rooo0oo0oo0o0 


Jööö 
ow 


e Online through the BBC iPlayer. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC Radio Devon's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Plymouth studios. During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Devon also produces regional 
programming for the South West and West regions. During the station's downtime, BBC 
Radio Devon simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


The station's local presenters include Gordon Sparks and Laura James (weekday 
breakfast), David FitzGerald (weekday mornings), Janet Kipling (weekday afternoons) 
and Matt Woodley and Pippa Quelch (weekday drivetime). 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 

2. ^ Jump up to:?* "BBC Radio Devon celebrates 25 years". BBC News. 29 September 2005. 
Retrieved 16 August 2016. 

3. ^ "BBC confirms local radio medium wave closures". Radio Today. Retrieved 10 
February 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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BBC Radio Guernsey 


BAA RADIO 
GUERNSEY 


City Guernsey 

Broadcast Bailiwick of Guernsey 
area 

Slogan The Voice of the Islands 


Frequency 93.2 FM, 1116 AM and 99 FM in 
Alderney 


First air date 16 March 1982 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South West 


Website BBC Radio Guernsey 


BBC Radio Guernsey is the BBC Local Radio service for the Channel 

Island of Guernsey and the other islands in the Bailiwick - Alderney, Sark and Herm. It 
broadcasts from its studios at Broadcasting House (part of Television House in Bulwer 
Avenue in St Sampson's, a building shared with ITV Channel Television) on 93.2 MHz 
FM-VHF and 1116 kHz AM-MW in Guernsey and 99 MHz FM-VHF in Alderney. 


Overview([edit] 


BBC Radio Guernsey has grown from a small limited hours radio operation in the early 

1980s into a full tri-media broadcaster, providing locally produced radio, online and TV 
services. Each week the station broadcasts 74 hours of local programmes ranging from 
news and current affairs to music and conversation. As well as broadcasting on FM and 
AM, BBC Radio Guernsey is also available via internet at BBC Radio Guernsey Online. 


Like other BBC enterprises in Guernsey, funding comes primarily from television 
licence fees collected in Guernsey itself. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 17,000 listeners and a 17.9% 
share as of December 2018.2 


Programming[edit] 


Appernaiz Guernésiais dauve la BBC 


BAS Guernésiais 


Vot’ vouaix dans les Ile 


Publicity sticker: Learn Dgernésiais with the BBC - Guernsey BBC - Your voice in the Islands 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from St 
Sampson's, Guernsey. During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Guernsey also carries regional 
programming for the South West and West regions, produced from sister stations BBC 
Radio Devon and BBC Radio Bristol. 


Notable presenters include Jenny Kendall-Tobias. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Radio Jersey 


References and external links[edit] 


1. ^ "TV licences". Guernsey Post. Archived from the original on 12 May 2008. Retrieved 2 
July 2009. 
2. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Guernsey 

e Listen live to BBC Radio Guernsey 
e Programme schedule 

e Media UK - BBC Radio Guernsey 
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BBC Radio Jersey 


GIES RADIO 
JERSEY 


City Saint Helier 
Broadcast Jersey 

area 

Slogan Loving where we live 


Frequency 88.8 FM, 1026 AM 


First air date 15 March 1982 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s) English, some multilingual 


programming 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC South West 


Website BBC Radio Jersey 


BBC Radio Jersey (Jérriais: BBC Radio Jèrri) is the BBC Local Radio service 
for Jersey, Channel Islands. It broadcasts from Saint Helier on 88.8 FM, 
1026 AM and online. 


Like other BBC enterprises in Jersey, funding comes primarily from television 
licence fees collected in Jersey.”! 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 24,000 listeners and a 17% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] _ 


Entrance to BBC Radio Jersey in Parade Road, Saint Helier 


The station first aired on 15 March 1982, when it was opened by George Howard, the 
then chairman of the BBC. The first voice to be hear was that of Peter Gore who was one 
of the four-person start up team headed by Mike Warr. It launched from Broadcasting 
House, just off Rouge Bouillon in St Helier, and moved to its present premises in Parade 
Road in March 1994. 


Roger Bara, a long-standing breakfast show presenter, retired in 2012.4 
As well as broadcasting on FM and AM, BBC Radio Jersey is also available via internet 


at BBC Radio Jersey Online. 


Location[edit 


The radio station shares premises at 18-21 Parade Road in St Helier with BBC Channel 
Islands television news, and BBC Jersey's online services. 


Programming[edit] _ 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from St Helier. 
During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Jersey also carries regional programming for the 
South West and West regions, produced from sister stations BBC Radio Devon and BBC 
Radio Bristol. 


BBC Radio Jersey also simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight and on Saturday evenings 
for Sports Report. It also airs on weekday evenings and Saturday afternoons on medium 
wave. 


The station's local presenters include Ashlea Tracey (Good Morning Jersey), Cameron 
Ward (weekday mornings), Cathy Le Feuvre (weekday afternoons) and Carrie Cooper 
(weekday drivetime). Tim Hunter and Sydney Henley-Roussel present the evening show 
on the radio. 


On Sunday afternoons, the station airs a weekly tri-lingual news review 
programme, Voices, in the Jérriais, Portuguese and Polish languages. 


Frémont Point transmitting station[edit] 


Main article: Frémont Point transmitting station 


See also[edit] 


e Media of Jersey 
e Channel 103 
e Contact 94 


References[edit] 


^ "bbc.co.uk/ersey". Bbc.co.uk. 1 January 1970. Retrieved 7 October 2012. 

^ "T.V. Licences". Jersey Citizens Advice Bureau. 13 March 2009. Retrieved 2 July 2009. 
^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Jersey 


e BBC Jersey 
e BBC Radio Jersey on iPlayer 


e What's on BBC Radio Jersey 
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Fremont Point 


Fremont from Ronez 


Fremont Point transmitting station (Channel Islands) 


Mast 139 metres (456 ft) 

height 

Coordinate “w49.251667°N : 

if 2.131111°WCoordinates: ‘49.251667°N 
2 TITTI., 

Grid UT634559 

reference 

Built 1962 


BBC region BBC Channel Islands 


ITV region Channel Television 


Local TV Channel Islands Live 


service 


The Fremont Point transmitting station is a facility for FM_ 
radio and television transmission at Fremont, Vingtaine du Nord, Saint John, Jersey. 


It serves the whole of the Channel Islands, either directly or via the relay 

stations at Mont Orgueil, Alderney, Saint Brelade, Saint Helier, St Peter 

Port, Torteval and Les Touillets - the last of which is a high power relay which covers 
most of Guernsey. Its antennas are mounted on a 139 metres (456 ft) tall tower built of 
lattice steel. That transmitter was previously located at Lichfield in Staffordshire. It is 
owned by Argiva. DAB radio on VHF Band III is now transmitted from this site. 


History[edit] 


The transmitter was constructed by the then Independent Television Authority to bring 
Independent Television to the Channel Islands in the form of the ITV franchise Channel 
Television. The BBC had already been transmitting their BBC Television Service 
(renamed BBC1 from April 1964) to the Channel Islands from the "Les Platons" 
transmitter site since October 1955. 


Channel Television commenced broadcasting from the transmitter on 1 September 
1962. 


On 24 July 1976 the transmitter became the main transmitter site in the Channel Islands 
and commenced broadcasting in UHF 625 line for the first time, not only for Channel 
Television but also for BBC1 and BBC2 (BBC2 launched in the Channel Islands on the 
same day, with the Channel Islands being the last region to get BBC2). 


Colour television also commenced for the first time on 24 July 1976 from the 
transmitter. The Channel Islands were the last region to get colour television due to the 
technical difficulties in providing a UHF link from the UK mainland to the Channel 
Islands. 214! 


Services available[edit] 
Analogue radio[edit] 


Frequen k : 
cy w Service 
Channel 
103.7 MHz | 2 103 


Digital television[edit] 


Since 17 November 2010, Fremont Point broadcasts digital television only, replacing the 
old analogue services. Only 3 of the 6 digital multiplexes are available from this 
transmitter. 


Frequen UH k Operat Syste 
cy F Ww or m 
634.000 MH Al 32 Digital DVB-T 

Z 3&4 
L 44 312 BBC A DVB-T 
682.000 MH 47 eZ BBC B DVB-T2 


Z 


Analogue television[edit] 
Analogue television was broadcast from the transmitter from September 1962 until 17 
November 2010. 


Frequen UH k Servic 
cy F Ww e 


631.25 MHz | 41 20 ITV 
655.25 MHz | 44 20 BBC Two 


Channel 


679.25 MHz | 47 20 4 


A25 MAZES 20 BBC One 


Relays[edit] 
Digital television[edit] 


Fremont Point (blue) and its relays (green). 


Transmitt BBC BBC 
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^ http://www.bbc.co.uk/reception/transmitters/tv/tv_fremont.shtml 
http://www.meargreen.co.uk/bobcotton/oldtower.htm 


"Jersey Wavelength: History". 
http://www.htw.info/features/colourtv.html 


External links[edit] 


e Entry at the Transmission Gallery 

e §=6http://perso.wanadoo.fr/tvignaud/galerie/etranger/gb-fremont-point.htm 
e Fremont Point Transmitter at thebigtower.com 

e =http://skyscraperpage.com/diagrams/?buildingID=109491 
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BBC West 


BBC West's area within the UK 


TV Mendip 


transmitters 


Radio stations BBC Radio Bristol 
BBC Radio Gloucestershire 


BBC Somerset 


BBC Wiltshire 
Headquarters Broadcasting House, Clifton, Bristol 
Area Bristol 


Wiltshire (majority) 
northern and eastern Somerset 
Gloucestershire (majority) 


northwestern Dorset 


Nation BBC English Regions 


Regions West 
Launch date 1933 


BBC West is the BBC English Region serving Bristol, the majority of Wiltshire, northern 
and eastern Somerset, the majority of Gloucestershire and northwestern Dorset. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC West's television service (broadcast on BBC One) consists of the flagship regional 
news service BBC Points West, the topical magazine programme /nside Out West and a 
30 minute political programme Sunday Politics. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Bristol, BBC Radio 
Gloucestershire, BBC Radio Wiltshire and BBC Somerset. 


Radio Bristol, Radio Gloucestershire and Radio Wiltshire broadcast local programming 
every day between 5 am and 7 pm, while BBC Somerset broadcasts local programming 
at breakfast from Monday to Saturday, weekday drivetime and Saturday afternoons, 
simulcasting Radio Bristol at all other times. The five stations simulcast networked 
programming each evening, joined by stations in the BBC South West region at 
weekends. Radio Bristol also broadcasts through the night on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC West also produces regional news & local radio pages for the BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


BBC West launched a regional television service from Bristol in September 1957. Initially 
broadcast from the Wenvoe transmitter on the outskirts of Cardiff, the geographical 
nature of the Wenvoe signal meant the first regional news bulletins were broadcast to 
both Wales and the West of England, sharing a ten-minute timeslot with News from 
Wales. 


Until December 1960, news bulletins from Bristol also served the south coast of 
England, which latterly received its own regional programme. The weekday timeslot for 
regional news extended to 25 minutes in September 1962 - around this time, the West 
of England bulletin became known as Points West while the Welsh bulletins received a 
more comprehensive relaunch as BBC Wales Today. 


The opening of a second signal from Wenvoe in February 1964 finally allowed the split 
of BBC television in Wales and the West. A separate BBC Wales channel was launched 


while BBC West became a full regional opt-out service to the extent seen in other 
English regions, with Points West becoming a full-length programme. 


Points West continued until 1991, when the service was renamed BBC News West. 
The Points West brand was revived on Monday 22 May 2000 with the launch of the 
BBC's generic regional news graphics and presentation. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC West's Bristol headquarters 


BBC West's regional broadcasting centre is located on Whiteladies Road in 
the Clifton area of Bristol with local radio studios and television bureaux also located 
in Bath, Gloucester, Swindon and Taunton. 


The Bristol studios are the main base for Points West, BBC Radio Bristol and various 
regional and, previously, network programmes. Network output is now made at other 
specially built facilities or does not use a studio. The site originally had two studios, A 
and B, which catered for all output - network programming was produced from Studio A 
and Points West and other regional output from Studio B. Studio A was closed in 1991 
as a cost-saving measure, and in 1996 the site was altered so that new gallery facilities 
were inserted into part of Studio A. The now smaller Studio A is now used for Points 
West, while Studio B has been demolished. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 

e BBC English Regions 
External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC Points West at BBC Online 
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See also: BBC Natural History Unit, based in Bristol 


BBC Radio Bristol 


EIESRADIO 
BRISTOL 


City Bath and Bristol 


Broadcast Bath and Bristol, South 
area Gloucestershire, North Somerset and North 


East Somerset 


Frequency FM 94.9 MHz (Dundry), 103.6 MHz (Hutton), 
104.6 MHz (Bath) 
DAB 


Freeview channel 719 


First air September 1970 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC West 


Website BBC Radio Bristol 


BBC Radio Bristol is the BBC Local Radio service for the English cities 

of Bath and Bristol and the surrounding area, which includes South 

Gloucestershire, North Somerset and North East Somerset. Launched in September 
1970, it broadcasts from Broadcasting House in Bristol on FM frequencies 94.9 MHz 
(Dundry), 104.6 MHz (Bath), 103.6 MHz (Weston-super-Mare), and on DAB. 

The AM transmitter at Mangotsfield on 1548 kHz was closed in February 2016. 


The Mendip transmitter, near Wells, used to broadcast BBC Radio Bristol on 95.5 MHz 
over a very large area, but from 3 December 2007, this was transferred to the new BBC 


Somerset service. Since the BBC relaunched BBC Somerset on FM, BBC Radio Bristol has 
been left free to concentrate editorially on Bristol, Bath and the rest of the 

former Avon area. On 11 December 2014, BBC Radio Bristol launched on Freeview 
channel 719, on the PSB 1 multiplex from the Mendip transmitter and its TV relays.) 


Radio Bristol's main commercial competitors in its broadcast area are Heart West 
Country on 96.3 and 103 FM, Sam FM and The Breeze on 107.2 and 107.9 MHz. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 122,000 listeners and a 5.1% 
share as of December 2018." 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Radio Bristol has local programmes from 0600-2200 Monday to Friday, 0500-1800 
Saturday and 0500-1300 Sunday. It also carries off-peak regional programming for the 
West of England, including early morning and late night shows on weekdays (produced 
from Radio Bristol and BBC Radio Gloucestershire respectively). Saturday evening 
programmes originate from BBC South West with the exception of BBC Introducing that 
is made in Bristol. Sunday afternoon and evening output is produced by and broadcast 
from BBC Radio Gloucestershire. 


During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Bristol simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight 
on weekdays. On Friday and Saturday nights, Radio Bristol airs specialist and 
community-oriented programming, including output from Ujima Radio and BCFM. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


Kate Adie and Michael Buerk produced and presented programmes for BBC Radio Bristol 
as part of the station's launch team in the 1970s - Buerk's voice was also the very first 
to be heard on the station.” 


Another notable presenter during the early 1970s was Kenny Everett, who pre-recorded 
his shows from his farmhouse in Sussex.“ 


The comedian Chris Morris worked for the station in the late 1980s, presenting and 
producing his own weekend show, No Known Cure. He was dismissed from the station 
after "talking over the news bulletins and making silly noises". 


One of the station's longest serving presenters was veteran local journalist Roger 
Bennett, who joined at launch as a reporter, before going onto present its flagship 
breakfast programme, Morning West, from 1974 to 2003. He continued to freelance at 
Radio Bristol until his death in July 2005." 


Other past presenters include Susan Osman who also co-presented Points West for 14 
years, and John Turner, who spent almost 30 years on the station between 1978 and 
2007.2 


The presenter of BBC Radio 4's Woman's Hour Jenni Murray started her BBC career with 
Radio Bristol, as did the Good Morning Britain presenter Susanna Reid. 


John Howard, who produced and co-wrote the station's award-winning 1979 comedy 
programme That Was The West That Was, was a regular presenter on the station in the 
late 1970s and went on to be one of the main presenters of You and Yours on BBC Radio 
4. 


The doctor and comedian Dr Phil Hammond presented a Saturday morning show 
called Saturday Surgery for 12 years, but was taken off air in August 2018 after 
announcing his intention to stand for Parliament. 


Controversy/[edit] 


Wikinews has related 
news: BBC Radio 
Na) Bristol presenter 


fired over 'racist' 
phone call 


In November 2008, BBC Radio Bristol presenter Sam Mason was dismissed following an 
incident in which it was alleged that she had made racist remarks in an off-air phone 
conversation during a weekday afternoon show. Whilst phoning a taxi firm in order to 
send her 14-year-old daughter from Mason's Clifton home to her grandparents' home, 
she was said to have asked the company not to send an Asian driver. 9u% 
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BBC Radio Gloucestershire 


BAGRADIO 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


City Gloucester 


Broadcast Gloucestershire 


area 


Frequency DAB, 95 FM, 95.8 FM, 104.7 FM, 1413 


MW Freeview channel 735 


First air 3 October 1988 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC West 
BBC West Midlands 


Website BBC Radio Gloucestershire 


BBC Radio Gloucestershire is the BBC Local Radio service for 

the English county of Gloucestershire, which started on 3 October 1988. It broadcasts 
from its studios at Portland Court in London Road, Gloucester on DAB, 95 FM (Stroud), 
95.8 FM (Cirencester), 104.7 FM (Gloucester, Cheltenham & Tewkesbury), 1413 MW in 
the Cotswolds & Forest of Dean. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 82,000 listeners and a 5.7% 
share as of December 2018.™ 


Transmitters[edit] 


The station broadcasts on DAB, FM, MW, Freeview and online. 


The DAB transmitters are located at Churchdown Hill (for the Severn Vale, including the 
Cheltenham/Gloucester conurbation), Stockend Wood (for south of Gloucester, parts of 
Stroud Valleys and shores of River Severn), Icomb Hill, near Bourton-on-the-Water (for 
the north Cotswolds) and Cirencester (for the south Cotswolds). The station commenced 
broadcasting on DAB digital radio on 18 October 2013 as part of the Gloucestershire 
local multiplex. 


The main FM transmitter is at Churchdown Hill near to jct 11 on the M5 which 
broadcasts on 104.7 FM. The FM output is relayed from the Stroud transmitter on 95 FM 
and from the Cirencester transmitter on 95.8 FM. 


There are two MW transmitters, both on 1413 kHz, at Stow-on-the-Wold and at Berkeley 
Heath. 


Radio Gloucestershire is available in the area on Freeview channel 735. Viewers in 
Gloucestershire who see BBC Points West, BBC Midlands Today or BBC South Today 
(Oxford) at 1830 (Mon-Fri) receive the station on channel 735. Freeview rebroadcasts 
BBC Radio Gloucestershire's FM service. 


Radio Gloucestershire can be heard worldwide on UK audio feeds via smartphone apps, 
bbc.co.uk/radiogloucestershire and smart speaker devices. Some football commentaries 
cannot be heard online due to sports rights restrictions. FA Cup football games and 
European Champions Cup games can only be heard online in the UK. Smart speakers in 
the UK may not relay UK only commentaries as these devices source audio from non UK 
based servers. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from the 
Gloucester studios. Local programmes are broadcast from 0600 to 2200 weekdays, 
0500 to 1800 Saturdays and 0500 to 1300 Sundays. 


The weekday late night programme (2200-0100) for the West of England is broadcast 
from BBC Radio Gloucestershire as is Sunday afternoon and evening output from 1300 
which includes some shows produced by BBC South West stations. 


The weekday 0500-0600 early breakfast show originates from BBC Radio Bristol and 
Saturday evening programmes originate from BBC South West stations and BBC Radio 
Bristol. 


During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Gloucestershire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 
Live overnight. 
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BBC Somerset 


BIBIC 
SOMERSET 


City Taunton 


Broadcast Somerset 


area 


Frequency FM: 95.5 MHz 
MW: 1566 kHz 
DAB: 10B Freeview channel 722 
(Somerset Only) 


First air 11 April 1988 
date 
Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s English 
) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC West, 
BBC South West 


Website BBC Somerset 


BBC Somerset, formerly BBC Somerset Sound, is the BBC Local Radio service for 
the ceremonial county of Somerset, England. The northern parts of Somerset - Bath and 
North East Somerset and North Somerset - are also served by BBC Radio Bristol. 


History[edit] 


The first BBC service for the county of Somerset was established in 1978, as an 
emergency measure following storms in the county.“ The station proper was launched 
as BBC Somerset Sound on 11 April 1988, broadcasting on BBC Radio Bristol's former 
frequency of 1323AM. It was based in studios above a cafe on Paul St, Taunton, with a 
smaller satellite studio in Yeovil. The signal on 1323AM was for many years interfered 
with by a Russian radio station. 


In August 2002, BBC Somerset moved to new premises in Park Street, Taunton, and 
acquired a more robust frequency of 1566AM. On 3 December 2007, it was also given 
BBC Radio Bristol's former FM frequency of 95.5FM. It currently broadcasts on both of 
these, to the whole of the historic county of Somerset and beyond. Listeners from as far 
afield as Finland have reported hearing the station clearly. BBC Somerset sometimes 
uses its AM frequency for cricket commentary while regular programming continues on 
FM. BBC Somerset began broadcasting in DAB in September 2014. 


BBC Somerset was for many years an 'opt-out' from Radio Bristol, but in May 2012, the 
BBC established it as a station in its own right. The BBC's Annual Report and Accounts 
for 2005/2006 stated: "The BBC is committed to extending its network of local radio 
stations to a limited number of under served areas, and BBC management is carrying 
out preparatory work for new stations in Somerset, Dorset and Cheshire.". 


On 6 October 2011, the BBC announced that it intended to close BBC Somerset's 
1566MW frequency as part of its Delivering Quality First (DQF)™ program of cutbacks. 
No decision on the timing of the medium wave switch-off has yet been made. 


In November 2017, BBC Somerset moved from the Park Street premises to a new 
building on the edge of Taunton in Blackbrook. 


The current editor of BBC Somerset is Nick Bull, with Andrew Enever as news editor. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 68,000 listeners and a 6% 
share as of December 2018.5 


BBC Somerset bus[edit] 


BBC Somerset got a new mobile radio studio in the shape of a single-decker bus in May 
2007. The role of the BBC Somerset bus across the county includes: 


e To bring BBC Somerset out into local communities across the county 

e To help to improve what people in county want from their local radio station, and 
from the BBC in general 

e To promote the major BBC campaigns, such as the Reading and Writing project 
(RaW) and Springwatch and Autumnwatch among many others 

e To feedback to the BBC any brickbats and bouquets - from listeners/viewers who 
might not usually have the chance to comment 

e To broadcast live shows from towns and villages around Somerset 


Programming for the bus, as well as the day-to-day operation and technical support was 
managed by Paul George. 


In 2016, the bus became victim to cutbacks, and is no longer used by the station. 


The Challenge[edit] 


the challenge 
do ene thing 


BBC Somerset took part in The Challenge 


In 2007, BBC Somerset took part in an initiative to create the first carbon-zero radio 
station in the UK known as The Challenge." 


Carbon auditors CO2balance analysed at every aspect of the operation - from the 
mileage of the transport fleet down to what happens to the office tea bags.“ 


At the time of the audit, the station generated more than 64 tonnes of CO, each year. 
On hearing the results the staff voluntarily dipped into their pockets to fund the three 
main accredited methods of carbon offsetting - tree planting, sustainable projects 

and carbon trading. On average the cost to each member of staff was between £25 and 
£50, depending on their salary. Staff also looked at all areas where pollution is 
generated to reduce the station's carbon footprint and make it more environmentally 
friendly. These included: 


e The fleet of cars for reporters were swapped for fuel-efficient vans. 

e Lighting systems were replaced with more energy-efficient ones. 

e Loft insulation was improved and double glazing was considered. 

e The electricity and paper supplies were checked to make sure they are eco-friendly. 
e Water coolers were removed in favour of tap water. 

e New recycling measures were introduced. 

e Eco-friendly cleaning products were introduced. 


Programming[edit] 


The station also carries off-peak regional programming for the West of England, 
including early morning and late night shows on weekdays (produced from Bristol and 
Swindon respectively), Sunday afternoon output from BBC Radio Gloucestershire and 
joint programming with BBC South West stations on Saturday evenings and Sunday 
nights. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Local presenters[edit] 


e Geoff Twentyman 
e Simon Parkin 


Former presenters[edit] 
e Ben McGrail 

e Carrie Davis 

e Fi Glover 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Yea Nominee(s 


E Association Category ) Result 
201 | Diversity in Media Radio Programme / Station of | BBC Nominat 
7 Awards the Year Somerset ed 
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BBC Wiltshire 


AAS 
WILTSHIRE 


City Swindon 


Broadcast Wiltshire 


area 
Slogan A Passion for Wiltshire Life 


Frequenc§ 103.5FM, 103.6FM, 104.3FM, 
y 104.9FM, DAB (NOW 


Wiltshire) Freeview channel 721 


First air 4 April 1989 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC West/BBC South 


Website BBC Wiltshire 


BBC Wiltshire is the BBC Local Radio station and BBC Online service for 
the English county of Wiltshire. 


History[edit] 
BBC Wiltshire Sound (1989-2002)[edit] 


The station was launched as BBC Wiltshire Sound on 4 April 1989, with its main studios 
and headquarters in Prospect Place, Swindon. The station was not initially titled 'BBC 
Radio Wiltshire' because at that time its competitor GWR owned the copyright of 
'Wiltshire' and 'Radio' in whatever combination. 


The first presenter heard on air was Paul Chantler. The early logo of the station featured 
the White Horse at Westbury. BBC Wiltshire Sound had a reputation for solid local 
programming focusing on news and information. 


From 1991 to 1994, the station's Programme Editor was Mike Gray, who left to found 
the successful Kiss 102 and Kiss 105 radio stations in Manchester and Yorkshire. 
Amongst Gray's innovations was giving 17-year-old Swindon student Mark Franklin his 
own programmes, which led to him being spotted and hired as a presenter on Top Of 
The Pops. Other specialist music presenters at the time included leading jazz singer 
Rosemary Squires. 


One of BBC Wiltshire Sound's best-known features was the long-running soap 

opera Acrebury in which all the characters were voiced by presenter and actor Gerry 
Hughes, for which he was awarded a Guinness World Record. The city of Salisbury was 
given its own breakfast show for a time, due to its relative isolation in the south of the 
county. However both the Salisbury breakfast show and Acrebury were discontinued as 
part of a virtual relaunch of the station in 2000. Along with a number of presenter 
departures, the changes led to listener protests at the station's headquarters and 
unflattering headlines in the local newspaper. 


The 2000 relaunch gave listeners in Swindon separate programmes from the rest of the 
county, introduced in response to the rapid growth of the town and its new unitary 
authority status. New presenters brought in for the Swindon programmes included Dan 


Chisholm and Peter Heaton-Jones. 
BBC Radio Wiltshire and BBC Radio Swindon (2002-2009)[edit] 


On 11 November 2002, the separation was enhanced when the station was effectively 
split into two different services: BBC Radio Swindon, covering the town and surrounding 
areas, and BBC Radio Wiltshire for the rest of the county. Originally the two stations had 
their own discrete programmes for most of the day, but by 2007, following a number of 
schedule changes and presenter departures, only the breakfast shows remained 
separate. All other programmes were simulcast on both stations. 


BBC Wiltshire (2009-present) [edit] 


On 4 April 2009, exactly 20 years after the original launch, the two stations effectively 
merged again and became a single entity branded as BBC Wiltshire. This became the 
umbrella name for the radio station and online service, in common with branding policy 
across most of the BBC local radio network. Swindon initially retained its own breakfast 
show, for which the branding Swindon's BBC Wiltshire was used. Currently all 
programmes across the week are broadcast on all BBC Wiltshire frequencies with no 
separate opt-outs. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 80,000 listeners and a 5.3% 
share as of December 2018.2 


Transmission[edit] 


Radio studios on Victoria Hill, Swindon 


BBC Wiltshire broadcasts from its studios in Swindon on 103.5 (Newton Barrow, near 
A360, 5 miles north-west of Salisbury), 104.3 (Naish Hill, near A342 4 miles west 

of Calne which is for west Wiltshire), 104.9 (Marlborough for east 

Wiltshire) FM;, DAB and via the BBC iPlayer. Swindon's BBC Wiltshire broadcasts on 
103.6FM and its transmitter is located at Blunsdon which is two miles north of Swindon 
next to the A419 with a terrain height of 450 ft. The station 's FM output is relayed on 
Freeview and online. 


The station is also carried on the NOW Wiltshire DAB Digital Radio multiplex and can 
also be heard live on the station's website. It also now broadcasts on Freeview channel 
721. Freeview rebroadcasts BBC Wiltshire's FM service. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC Wiltshire's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Swindon studios. 


The station also carries off-peak regional programming for the West of England, 
including early morning and late night shows on weekdays (produced from BBC Radio 
Bristol and BBC Radio Gloucestershire respectively), joint programming with BBC South 
West stations airs on Saturday evenings and Sunday afternoon / evening output is 
produced by and broadcast from BBC Radio Gloucestershire 


During the station's downtime, BBC Wiltshire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 
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BBC Midlands 


TV 


GEE Midlands 
$S 
A 


r Y 


BBC West Midlands's area within the UK 


Ridge Hill 


transmitter Sutton Coldfield 


s The Wrekin. These main transmitters 
each have a number of associated relay 
transmitters. 

Radio BBC WM 

stations BBC Coventry and Warwickshire 


BBC Hereford and Worcester 
BBC Radio Shropshire 
BBC Radio Stoke 


Headquart The Mailbox, Birmingham 


ers 


Area Herefordshire 
Shropshire 
Staffordshire 
Warwickshire 
West Midlands 
Worcestershire 
Small parts of 
northern Gloucestershire and northern 


Oxfordshire 
Nation BBC English Regions 


Regions West Midlands and parts of the South 
West and South East. 


Key people Cath Hearne 
(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Launch 1927 
date 


BBC Midlands (known as the Midland Region from 1927 until c. 1974) is the BBC 
English Region producing local radio and web content 

for Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, the West Midlands, 

and Worcestershire. It also produces regional television for these areas, which reaches 
into small parts of northern Gloucestershire and northern Oxfordshire. Although the 
region has been unofficially called BBC West Midlands since BBC East Midlands became 
a separate region in 1991, it retains the BBC Midlands name and brand, with its 
history dating from 1927, for public use. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


The BBC Midlands region carries a number of regional programmes today. The regular 
schedule consists of the flagship Midlands Today news programme, regional news 
bulletins, the weekly regional magazine programme /nside Out and a twenty-minute 
opt-out during Sunday Politics. A weekly football magazine programme, Late Kick Off, is 
produced for BBC Midlands and BBC East Midlands. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC WM, BBC Coventry and Warwickshire, BBC 
Hereford and Worcester, BBC Radio Stoke and BBC Radio Shropshire. 


Some of this programming is simulcast with the radio stations in the BBC East 
Midlands region, and overnight BBC Radio 5 Live is simulcast. 
Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC West Midlands also produces regional news and local radio pages 
for Ceefax (retired after the digital switchover in 2012), BBC Red Button and BBC Local 
News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 
Early years[edit] 


BBC Midlands is the oldest of the BBC English Regions, having been formed (as the 
Midland Region) in 1927, when the new Borough Hill high-powered radio transmitter 
at Daventry became the first to replace the earlier lower-powered city-based radio 
stations, such as Birmingham's 5IT, and make regional and national broadcasting a 
technical possibility. 


The Daventry transmitter broadcast two channels, and as further regional transmission 
stations followed (starting with London's Brookmans Park in 1929), this quickly 
established the pattern for pre-war broadcasting. 5XX from Daventry (later - from 7 
October 1934 - from Droitwich) carried the BBC National Programme originating in 
London, while 5GB broadcast the BBC Regional Programme, the regional controller of 
which was free to schedule, as he saw fit, a mix of networked programming from 
London, regional programmes produced by the Birmingham base, and items taken from 
the output of other regions. 


The first director of the new Midland regional service was Percy Edgar, who had been 
the announcer and Head of Programming for 5IT on its opening night in 1922 and was 
to be the dominant figure in Midlands broadcasting from its birth until 1945. Edgar was 
a strong believer in the value of local production and fought to establish the Midland 
Region as an independent source of programming, pioneering community-focussed 
initiatives such as the Midland Parliament programme, where members of the public 
debated controversial issues on air with major public figures. 


By 1935, the BBC's Midland Region covered an area extending from The_ 

Potteries to Norfolk and was producing 40% of its broadcast output itself - a greater 
proportion even than that of BBC Scotland. With 14 producers, it was the largest BBC 
department outside London. 


The television era[edit] 


Regional radio was suspended during World War II, but in July 1945, the BBC Home 
Service was launched on a similar regional basis to the pre-war Regional Programme. 
The Midlands Region continued under new director Dennis Morris in the independent 
and innovative vein established by Edgar - pioneering on-air listener feedback 

with Listeners Answer Back in 1946 and launching the longest-running and most 
popular programme in the history of radio - The Archers - at the beginning of 1951. 


Despite these successes, two technological developments gradually started to make the 
old regional system untenable. The development of FM radio made it possible to fit a far 
greater number of channels into the spectrum without conflict and interference, which 
opened the possibility of more towns and cities having their own radio stations. The 
Midlands Region opened the BBC's first local radio station, BBC Radio Leicester, in 1967, 
and with many more of these planned, the relevance of the regional radio station 
broadcasting from the Welsh border to the North Sea was immediately cast into doubt. 


Television was also presenting more of a threat than an opportunity. Although the 
Midlands had been the first area outside London to receive television coverage with the 
opening of the Sutton Coldfield transmitting station in 1949, the greater cost of 
television production compared to radio meant that it was always going to be a more 
centralised service. 


A television studio was opened in Birmingham in 1950 and early successes 

included Come Dancing in 1949 - the first regionally produced television programme to 
establish itself as a regular in the national network schedule - and Midlands Today in 
1964, one of the UK's first daily regional news programmes. Regional television had 
been established in 1957 with the launch of local evening news bulletins. Although it 
fared better than the struggling BBC North or BBC West (which was threatened for a 
while with being absorbed by the Midlands Region), it was clear that if BBC Midlands 
was too large to be truly local in the radio market, it was equally too small to be as self- 
sufficient across the full range of television programming as it had been in radio. 


Division of the Region[edit] 


The result was the radical shakeup that took place following the publication of 

the Broadcasting in the Seventies report in 1969. The eastern part of the region was 
reborn as the Norwich-based BBC East, with both it and the smaller remaining BBC 
Midlands focussing entirely on regional television (primarily regional news) and local 
radio. Regional radio ceased almost entirely (save for regional opt-outs on Radio 4 until 
1980), and all television and radio production for national networks was transferred to 
the separate BBC Birmingham network production centre. 


The cost of television production technology decreased throughout the 1980s and 
1990s and this had several effects on the BBC in the Midlands. Smaller, more local 
channels became viable. The BBC's Midlands coverage had long been accused of being 
excessively Birmingham-centric, and in 1991, television broadcasting from the Waltham 
transmitting station and the BBC Radio Leicester, BBC Radio Nottingham and BBC Radio 
Derby radio stations were given over to a new Nottingham-based BBC East Midlands. 


A more radical move in this direction took place in 2006 when the West Midlands Region 
piloted the BBC's Local TV initiative, with television news programmes produced for six 
local areas, all much smaller than the traditional TV regions, and in the case 

of Birmingham and the Black Country, even smaller than those covered by local radio 
stations. This programming was broadcast on digital television and over 

the internet only. The experiment came to an end as planned in September 2006 and 
has not been repeated since. 


Studios[edit] 


The Mailbox, home of BBC West Midlands since 2004 
See also: Pebble Mill Studios, The Mailbox, and BBC Drama Village 


The first studios used by BBC Midlands were offices and a small studio in Broad Street, 
Birmingham; however these became too small for the expanding region. Regional News 
remained at Broad Street until 1971, the small studio being ideal for news bulletins, 
while other productions took place in a former cinema in Gosta Green and a regency 
mansion in Carpenter Road, Edgbaston. 


In 1971, all of these operations were condensed into a new integrated studio 

complex, Pebble Mill Studios. Pebble Mill became iconic because it featured in some of 
the most popular programming of the 1970s. Pebble Mill had two studios, studio A for 
major productions and studio B, for Midlands Today and other local programming. When 
the complex was built it was intended that there should be a studio C for drama 
production; however this never happened, and instead the foyer of the building was 
used as an extra studio, complete with the gallery and facilities built in for studio C. A 
conservatory studio was also built that held Good Morning with Anne and Nick for many 
years. The new studios encompassed network and regional productions and radio, and 
was the Headquarters for BBC English Regions. 


By the 1990s, change meant Pebble Mill's future was uncertain. Advances in technology 
made outside broadcasts cheaper and much more common, while also increasing the 
scope for independent and outsourced television production. In combination these 
meant that much television programming could increasingly be produced without the 
need for the sort of large integrated studio complexes represented by Pebble Mill. In 
addition, the building was getting costly to heat and maintain. In 2000, studio A was 
closed following the need to make savings at the corporation, and plans were made to 
dispose of Pebble Mill. 


In 2004, productions split two ways. BBC West Midlands, Midlands Today, BBC WM, BBC 
English Regions and the network production base BBC Birmingham moved to The 
Mailbox in Birmingham city centre, with many of the productions moving to the BBC 
Drama Village. The Mailbox contains the studios, newsroom and radio facilities, all of 
which have windows allowing the public to view how their television and radio is made. 


See also[edit] 
EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
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BIBIC] 
COVENTRY & 
WARWICKSHIRE 


City Coventry 


Broadcast Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire 


area 


Frequenc RDS: BBC C&W, 94.8 MHz, 103.7 MHz, 104.0 
y MHz, DAB Digital Radio 


First air 17 January 1990 (original) 


date 3 September 2005 (relaunch after ten years 
of absence) 
Format Local news, talk and music 


Language English 
(s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 


| BBC West Midlands 


| 
Website = www.bbc.co.uk/ 


bbccoventryandwarwickshire/ 
BBC Coventry and Warwickshire is the BBC Local Radio service serving the City 
of Coventry and the county of Warwickshire. The station broadcasts on 94.8, 103.7 and 
104 MHz FM, DAB Digital Radio and is streamed on the internet via the BBC Website. 


Based in the Priory Place Shopping Precinct at the heart of Coventry City Centre, its 
studio complex is home to radio, online services, an interactive open centre and 
facilities for regional TV news. It is also the only Coventry local radio station based in 
the city itself. 


BBC Coventry & Warwickshire broadcasts local programming from 6 am to 10 pm from 
Monday to Saturday and from 6 am to 6 pm on Sundays. It also simulcasts with other 
BBC Local Radio stations in the Midlands and BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 64,000 listeners and a 4% 
share as of December 2018." 


History[edit] č č 
BBC CWR Launchfedit] 


The BBC Coventry & Warwickshire studios, with the logo clearly displayed. 


BBC Local Radio in the 1990s underwent an expansion programme where counties and 
other areas without a local radio station were identified and five stations were to 
launch: BBC Radio Surrey, BBC Radio Berkshire, BBC Radio Suffolk, BBC Wiltshire 
Sound and BBC Radio Warwickshire. 


The Radio Warwickshire working title was changed to BBC CWR by the time the station 
launched on 17 January 1990.2 The name CWR (Coventry and Warwickshire 

Radio) reflected the wider area that the new station would cover, taking in the city of 
Coventry with the whole of the county of Warwickshire, which was then also served 

by BBC Radio WM. The station broadcast from a Victorian-style mansion on Warwick 
Road, close to Coventry railway station. Smaller studios were located 

in Atherstone, Nuneaton, Rugby, Stratford-upon-Avon and Warwick. 


Problems and closure[edit] 


From day one, BBC CWR faced strong competition from the established commercial 
radio stations in the area. Mercia Sound had been an outstanding success since its 
own launch ten years earlier in 1980. Xtra AM, the AM-only sister station from Mercia 
Sound, also enjoyed high listenership since it split from Mercia and launched in 1989. 


CWR seemed to find it difficult to compete for the very large audiences built up by 
Mercia and Xtra. It was, however, well respected and highly regarded with its regular 
audience. 


The BBC, under Director-General John Birt, deemed that CWR was not sufficiently 
successful in audience terms to warrant its continuation, and within increasing financial 
constraints in February 1995 CWR was to close. Regular listeners were hugely 
disappointed and phoned presenter Jon Gaunt to protest about the decision. 


BBC WM merger{[edit] 


In 1995 BBC CWR merged with neighbouring BBC Radio WM in Birmingham, was 
renamed BBC Coventry and Warwickshire and would operate as an opt-out service 

from BBC WM with the remainder of the schedule as shared programming. This had the 
effect of alienating local listeners, whilst paradoxically presenters from WM, such as Ed_ 
Doolan, Malcolm Boyden and Tony Butler received high listening figures and distinctions 
with three Sony Radio Academy Awards, including Radio Station of the Year in 1996. 


Its studios were relocated from Warwick Road to much smaller premises on Greyfriars 
Road. All local programmes except breakfast with Annie Othen, the afternoon show 
with Bob Brolly, Poles Apart on Wednesdays, and weekend football coverage 

of Coventry City F.C. were replaced with programmes from Birmingham. 


2003 saw the station re-labelled as BBC WM across Coventry and Warwickshire. 
BBC Coventry and Warwickshire relaunches[edit] 


In 2003, the then Director-General of the BBC, Greg Dyke, announced on-air that 
Coventry and Warwickshire was again to have its own BBC Local Radio station. 
Describing the situation with presenter Annie Othen, Mr Dyke said that the station 
would be added to the BBC's Local Radio portfolio: 


“I'm very pleased to announce that we're planning to open a new radio station in 
Coventry - an area that's been served by BBC WM since 1995. We hope the new station 
will be housed in a modern, vibrant building close to Coventry Cathedral in the heart of 
the city. Alongside the radio studios, there'll also be an open centre to provide access to 
BBC Learning facilities similar to the already established centres in Blackburn, Sheffield 
and Stoke. Open Centres provide a valuable community role, so this is an exciting 
venture for the BBC." 


He also added that the 1995 closure of CWR was a mistake: 


"The decision was made under different circumstances - and now we're in a position to 
change it." 


BBC Coventry and Warwickshire relaunched as a stand-alone station on 3 September 
2005 with full local programming for 15 hours a day. 


Current programming[edit] 


BBC Coventry and Warwickshire has a varied mixed programming format, and plays 
much more music than other BBC Local Radio stations, such as BBC Three Counties 
Radio, which is predominantly speech-based. The local diverse make-up of the region 
also plays a part in the station's schedule, although Asian programmes have been 
transferred to the BBC Asian Network, on medium-wave in the area. 


The station also runs an Open Centre at Priory Place, where people take part in learning 
and creative activities. 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from Coventry. 
During off-peak hours, BBC Coventry and Warwickshire also carries regional 
programming for the Midlands, produced from sister stations BBC WM and BBC Radio 
Shropshire. 


The station's local presenters include Trish Adudu (weekday breakfast), Vic Minett 
(weekday mornings), Brody Swain (weekday afternoons) and Phil Upton (weekday 
drivetime). 


During the station's downtime, BBC Coventry and Warwickshire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 
Live overnight. 


Sports coverage[edit] 


The station provides coverage of a range of sports, including live commentary, reports 
and updates. The flagship sports programme is BBC Coventry and Warwickshire 

Sport (also referred on air as Sky Blues Sport). It is broadcast mostly on Saturday 
afternoons (and occasionally on Sundays & weeknights). The mainstay of the coverage 
is live match commentary of Coventry City games (home and away in the Football 


League, FA Cup, Football League Cup and Football League Trophy). Commentary is 
provided by Clive Eakin, Geoff Foster and (occasionally) Martin Winch. 


Since their relocation to Coventry, the station has provided live match commentary 
of Wasps RFC games (as a part of BBC Sport's national contract with Premiership 
Rugby). Games in the Aviva Premiership, Anglo-Welsh Cup and European Rugby 
Champions Cup are broadcast predominately on the DAB digital service (and, on 
occasion, also on FM). 


Online match commentary & radio reports of Nuneaton Town's games is also provided. 
The station also covers Coventry RFC, with regular reports of games from John Butler 
and Richard Moone. If there is no Coventry City game being broadcast, both Nuneaton 
Town games and Coventry RFC games are broadcast live. Commentary of Warwickshire 


County Cricket Club games can be found on air and online. 


The station also covers the wider sporting scene in the area, through in-depth monthly 
programmes on non-league football (Climbing the Pyramid), ice hockey (Face-Off), 
speedway (Tapes Up), rugby union (Ruck 'n' Maul) and cricket. 


Transmission[edit] 


The BBC initially supplied two powerful FM transmitters for BBC CWR to cover the whole 
of the county. A 2.2 kilowatt transmitter at an existing tower 

at Meriden provides Coventry and North Warwickshire with good signals on 94.8 MHz, a 
frequency vacated by BRMB Radio in Birmingham before it moved to 96.4 MHz in 1989. 


The South Warwickshire area receives a strong signal on 103.7 MHz froma 1.4 kW 
transmitter located at an existing television relay site on a hill at Lark Stoke, 7.5 km 
west-northwest of Shipston-on-Stour and 12 km south of Stratford-upon-Avon. 


A small pocket of poor reception in Nuneaton was later resolved by adding a low power 
relay transmitter on 104.0 MHz 


BBC CWR went digital shortly after the launch of the local DAB multiplex on 31 January 
2001 with NOW Digital 12D Coventry in the Coventry area with transmissions from 
Samuel Vale House (central Coventry), Barwell Water Tower near Hinckley, Meriden 
and Leamington Spa. BBC C&W is carried along with other local stations Free 

Radio formerly Mercia FM, Classic Gold 1359 and Touch FM. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Malcolm Boyden 
e Ed Doolan 


e Jon Gaunt 
e Jim Lee 
e Les Ross 


e Tony Wadsworth 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Radio WM 

e Free Radio 

e Free Radio Coventry & Warwickshire 
e The New 96.2 Touch FM 

e The New 107 Oak FM 

e Classic Gold 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 
2. ^ Clip of station launch 


e MDS975 - BBC CWR History [1] 
e Aircheck - History of Radio articles [2]. 
e BBC Coventry and Warwickshire [3]. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Coventry and Warwickshire 

e Media UK BBC Coventry and Warwickshire 
e MDS975's BBC CWR page 

e History of local radio in Warwickshire 

e MDS975's Memories of Mercia Sound page 


e MDS975's Warwickshire radio transmitter coverage maps 
e Barwell Water Tower (Digital 


e MB21's Lark Stoke transmitter page 
e Leamington Spa (Digital) 

e Meriden transmitter 

e Nuneaton transmitter 

e Samuel Vale House (Digital) 

e David's Transmitter World 


Audio clips[edit] 


e Jon Gaunt launches the station in 2005 
e jingle package !zemanent dead link) 
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BBC Hereford and Worcester 


City Hereford, Worcester 
Broadcast Herefordshire and Worcestershire 
area 


Frequency DAB, Freeview 720 


First air date 14 February 1989 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Midlands 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/ 


bbcherefordandworcester/ 


BBC Hereford and Worcester is the BBC Local Radio service for 

the English counties of Herefordshire and Worcestershire. It broadcasts from its studios 
in both Worcester and Hereford on 104 (Worcester), 104.4 (Redditch) 104.6 
(Kidderminster) and 94.7 (Hereford) FM; as well as 738 (Worcester) and 1584 (North 
Herefordshire) AM, Freeview 720, online plus DAB Digital Radio. Although the 
administrative county of Hereford and Worcester was abolished in 1998, the name of 
the station was not altered to reflect this. 


It serves the rural communities across Herefordshire as well as the more populous 
Worcestershire with a range of programmes from news, sport, consumer, arts, religion, 
gardening, jazz, funk, northern soul and local music. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 105,000 listeners as of 
December 2018." 


History[edit] 


BBC Hereford and Worcester's studio building 


The station began broadcasting on 14 February 1989 (St Valentine's Day), and to mark 
the unusual, two-centre set-up for the radio station, the first record played was the 
song Two Hearts by Phil Collins. The original team of presenters included Graham Day 
(mid-morning), Gill Capewell (afternoons) and Allan Lee (drive). Other staff included 
Robert Piggott (now BBC Religious Affairs correspondent), TV journalist Liz MacKean and 
former LBC presenter Jeremy Dry. 


When the station first began, Jane Garvey (of Radio Five Live) was one of the team of 
journalists. A few months later, she took over the Breakfast Show and went on to win a 
Sony Award with it. 


Transmitters[edit] 


BBC Hereford and Worcester still transmits on both AM and FM. The original, and two 
strongest FM transmitters are on 104 FM (Great Malvern, serving Worcestershire) and 


94.7 FM (Ridge Hill, between Ross On Wye and Ledbury near Much Marcle, serving 
Herefordshire), These signals are not particularly powerful, and have limited coverage 
outside the two counties, unlike stations such as BBC WM. An additional FM transmitter 
on 104.6 has improved coverage in the Kidderminster area & in February 2006, a new 
transmitter was turned on for Redditch (Headless Cross) on 104.4FM, as reception in the 
town had been unreliable. 


The main AM transmitter on 738 kHz is on the western edge of Worcester and covers 
most of the two counties. Originally, there was another AM transmitter for Hereford on 
819 kHz. That frequency was given up to accommodate a new commercial station for 
South Shropshire. However, due to adjacent channel problems with 828 kHz from BBC 
WM, 855 kHz was used for that licence. There is a more recent addition to AM, a small 
transmitter on 1584 kHz at Woofferton, just south of Ludlow on the A49. Although they 
have weaker FM signals compared to other BBC local radio transmitters, the 94.7FM 
signal can be heard clearly in the north of Bristol and even in Weston-super-Mare, as 
well as along the M4 from the Severn Bridge to Cardiff. The 738MW signal can also be 
heard in the north of Bristol. The station started broadcasting on DAB in 2013 with the 
new MuxCo Herefordshire and Worcestershire multiplex at the Bromsgrove, Ridge Hill 
and Malvern transmitter sites. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from the Hereford 
and Worcester studios. During off-peak hours, BBC Hereford and Worcester also carries 
regional programming for the Midlands, produced from sister stations BBC WM and BBC 
Radio Shropshire. During the station's downtime, BBC Hereford and Worcester 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable presenters include Elliott Webb, Malcolm Boyden, Graham Torrington, Andrew 
Marston and Alex Lester. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Hereford and Worcester 


e History of local radio in Herefordshire. 
e History of local radio in Worcestershire. 
e Great Malvern transmitter. 


e MDS975 Transmitter Map. 

e Kidderminster transmitter. 

e Ridge Hill transmitter. 

e Woofferton Transmitting Station. 
e MDS975's Transmitter Map. 
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Coordinates: *#52.729758°N 2.743418°W 


BBC Radio Shropshire 


FIEMS RADIO 
SHROPSHIRE 


City Shrewsbury 


Broadcast Shropshire 


area 


Frequency RDS: BBC Shrp, 96 MHz, 90 MHz, 95 MHz, 
104.1 MHz, DAB 


First air 23 April 1985 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(_ English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Midlands 


Website BBC Radio Shropshire 


BBC Radio Shropshire is the BBC Local Radio service for the 

English county of Shropshire. Launched on 23 April 1985, it was the 30th BBC local 
station.™ It originally broadcast on both FM and AM (on 756 & 1584 kHz), but changed 
to FM only in 1991. The 756 kHz AM frequency was later allocated to Radio Maldwyn, 
based in Newtown, Powys, ready for their launch of 'The Magic 756' in 1993. 


The station now broadcasts from its studios in Shrewsbury on 96 (for central and north 
Shropshire), 90 (Church Stretton), 95 (in Ludlow), 104.1 (in Clun) FM and DAB (digital 
radio). 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 109,000 listeners and a 12.4% 
share as of December 2018. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The 96FM signal from The Wrekin is the strongest, and can be heard from outside the 
county, especially along the M5 and M6 near Birmingham, as well as into 
western Staffordshire, southern Cheshire and Wrexham. 


The other transmitters (on Black Hill near Clun, on Hazler Hill near Church Stretton, and 
in Mortimer Forest near Ludlow) have a much weaker signal only heard up to about 6 
miles (9.7 km) away at most. !tatorneede] These three transmitters are for broadcasting to 
the south of the county, which has a hilly terrain that reduces the effectiveness of FM 
transmissions. 


The Wrekin transmitter also broadcasts the commercial station Free Radio on 

103.1FM, Digital One, the MXR West Midlands 12A multiplex and BBC National DAB. The 
transmitters also have television, and Ludlow has national radio frequencies. DAB 
signals started on 31 January 2001 from the NOW Digital Wolverhampton, Shrewsbury 
and Telford 11 Bemanentdeadiinkl Multiplex. This also has BBC WM and comes from the Wrekin 
and Turners Hill (near Rowley Regis). 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from Shrewsbury. 
During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Shropshire also produces some regional programming 
for the Midlands and simulcasts other output from BBC WM. During the station's 
downtime, BBC Radio Shropshire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


The station's local presenters include Jim Hawkins. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Shropshire 

e Media UK - BBC Radio Shropshire 
e History of local radio in Shropshire 
e MDS975's Transmitter Coverage 

e Clun transmitter 

e Hazler Hill transmitter 

e Ludlow transmitter 

e Turners Hill (Digital 

e Wrekin transmitter 


References[edit] 


1. ^ https://audioboom.com/posts/769158-bbc-radio-shropshire-launch#t=2m3s 
2. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


Audio clipS[edit] 


e Test Transmission Audio 
e 2002 jingle 
e Launch Audio 
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BBC Radio Stoke 


EES RADIO 
STOKE 


City Stoke-on-Trent 


Broadcast North & Mid Staffordshire, north 


area east Shropshire & south Cheshire 


Frequency RDS: BBCStoke, 94.6MHz, 104.1MHz, 
1503kHz, DAB digital radio, online 


First air 14 March 1968; 51 years ago 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Midlands 
BBC North West 


Website BBC Radio Stoke 


BBC Radio Stoke is a BBC Local Radio station in England, for the area of Mid and North 
Staffordshire, north east Shropshire and South Cheshire. 


Overview[edit] 


The station began broadcasting programmes on 14 March 1968 as BBC Radio Stoke-on- 
Trent. 


Both of the English counties the station covers have no BBC local radio station for their 
whole area. In Staffordshire, the south is covered by BBC WM, east by BBC Radio 
Derby and the west by BBC Radio Shropshire. In Cheshire, north-western areas are 
served by BBC Radio Merseyside and the north-east by BBC Radio Manchester. 


The station broadcasts from its studios on Cheapside in Hanley, the biggest of the six 
towns the make up the city of Stoke-on-Trent. There are also studios and offices 

in Crewe, Leek and Stafford. The station used the frequencies of 94.6 MHz and 

104.1 MHz FM, 1503 kHz medium wave, and is also available on the UTV-Bauer DAB 
digital radio multiplex, and online. 


The current Managing Editors are Alistair Miskin and Tim Beech. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 121,000 listeners and a reach 
of 19.4% as of Q3 2019. 


Tuning details[edit] 
FM 


Transmitter Frequency (MHz) | Polarization Power (Kilowatts) 


Alsagers Bank = 94.6 Mixed 6.100 
Stafford 104.1 Vertical 0.075 
MW 
Transmitte Frequency Power 
r (kHz) (Kilowatts) 
Sideway 1503 1.000 
Transmitters[edit] 


The 140 feet (43 m) Alsagers Bank transmitter is two miles west of Newcastle-under- 
Lyme, close to the M6. Stations broadcast from it can be clearly heard in most parts of 
northern Birmingham, and along the M6 from the M54 junction to Skelmersdale. The 
transmitter also carries Signal 1 (a commercial station owned by UTV), BBC National 
DAB and Digital One. 


The 104.1 MHz frequency is heard in Stafford and the transmitter is on the roof of the 
County Education building in the town. 


DAB signals come from the Stoke & Stafford 12D multiplex from Alsagers Bank, Pye 
Green (near Hednesford), Sutton Common 

(between Congleton and Macclesfield in Cheshire), and Tick Hill (strongest power, south- 
east of the junction of the A520 and A52 near the Foxfield Steam Railway between 
Cookshill and Godleybrook). The Sideway transmitter is right next to the A500 D Road, 
just south of the A50 junction. 


Signal 1 (102.6 MHz) and Radio Stoke (94.6 MHz) are clear in most of the area except in 
some parts of the Staffordshire Moorlands (Cheadle in particular) and Stafford (which 
has its own relays). The Stoke digital multiplex has half the number of stations 
compared to other areas (BBC Radio Stoke, Signal 1, Signal 2 and Kiss). UTV Media own 
70% of the multiplex. 


The station can also be heard on the Internet via streaming audio. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC Radio Stoke's programming is produced and broadcast from its 
Stoke-on-Trent studios. The studios in Hanley transmit programmes from 0500 - 2200. 


On weekday nights (post 10pm) and weekend evenings, BBC Radio Stoke also carries 
some regional programming for the Midlands, produced from sister stations BBC 

WM and BBC Radio Shropshire. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Stoke 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Stoke 

e BBC Radio Stoke coverage map 

e Alsagers Bank transmitter (including coverage map) 
e David's Transmitter World 

e Pye Green (Digital 

e Sideway transmitter 

e Sutton Common (Digital 


Audio clips[edit] 


e 2001 Jingle 


BBC WM 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


BBC WM 95.6 


616 1c) 
WM 95.6 


City Birmingham 

Broadcast West Midlands conurbation 

area 

Slogan Radio for the West Midlands 

Frequency 95.6 MHz, DAB, Freeview channel 722. 
RDS: BBC WM 


First air date 9 November 1970 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Midlands 
Website BBC WM 


BBC WM 95.6 (previously BBC Radio WM) is the BBC Local Radio service serving 
the West Midlands conurbation, operated by BBC Birmingham." Launched on 9 
November 1970” as BBC Radio Birmingham, it broadcasts from 

central Birmingham on 95.6 FM, DAB, Freeview and online. 


History[edit] 


GODO RADIO 
BIRMINGHAM 


The HEART of the 
NATION STATION 


Until 2004, BBC WM broadcast from the Pebble Mill studios, in Edgbaston." On 4 July of 
that year, the station moved to the new BBC Birmingham city centre offices in The_ 
Mailbox.” Its facilities include two broadcast studios, a talk studio, an operations and 
production area, and a studio shared with the BBC Asian Network, !etation needed 


On 23 November 1981, the station changed its name to BBC WM = and had a studio in 
the back of a shop in New Street. The shop sold trinkets branded with the Radio WM 
identity. 


As a 1990s economy measure, the station took over BBC CWR (Coventry and 
Warwickshire radio). On 3 September 2005, CWR resumed the production of separate 
programming between 5.00 and 22.00 each weekday (6.00 - 18.00 at weekends). 


In late 2011, the station began using the on air identity of BBC WM 95.6 as opposed to 
BBC WM as it had previously used. BBC WM 95.6 now broadcasts from 0500 to 0100 
hours on Monday - Thursday, 0500 on Friday to 0100 on Sunday and from 0600 to 0100 
hours on Sundays. 


The Mailbox, home to BBC WM's studios in Birmingham 


Audience[edit] 


When launched, the station had a monopoly of local radio in the Birmingham area. The 
station's low audience since the advent of independent local radio has led to reports of 
threatened closure on various occasions. In the mid-1980s, a new manager, Tony 
Inchley, brought in extensive format changes with a view to stabilising the audience, 
although the station remained small in listenership numbers. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 225,000 listeners and a 4.2% 
share as of December 2018.“ 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of BBC WM's programming is produced and broadcast from Birmingham, 
alongside regional programming for sister stations in the BBC Midlands and BBC East 
Midlands regions. It also simulcasts overnight programming from BBC Radio 5 Live. 


The station also broadcasts specialist music programming and shows serving the local 
Afro-Caribbean and Asian communities. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


Notable presenters include 


e Alex Lester 

e Andrew Peach 

e Ed Doolan 

e Gordon Astley 

e Janice Long (2000-2010) 
e Les Ross (2005-2009) 
e Malcolm Boyden 

e Sunny and Shay 

e Tony Butler 

e Stuart Linnell 

e Phil Upton (2006-2012) 
e Carl Chinn 

e Adrian Goldberg 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:° £<: "BBC WM - 40th anniversary". BBC News Online. BBC Birmingham. 8 
November 2010. In November 1981 Radio Birmingham changed its name to BBC Radio 
WM (the 'Radio' was later dropped) to give a better reflection of the area it covered. 

2. ^ "BBC WM - Familiar voices from 40 years of broadcasting". BBC News. 8 November 
2010. Archived from the original on 11 November 2010. Retrieved 8 November 2010. 

3. ^ BBC WM: The first 40 years 

4. ^ "RAJAR". RAJAR. Retrieved 27 September 2015. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC WM website 


e BBC WM: The first 40 years — 58 minute radio documentary by BBC WM (streaming 
audio) 

e “BBC WM looks back on its 40 years of broadcasting". BBC News Online. BBC 
Birmingham. 26 August 2010. 
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For the BBC English region covering East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, see BBC Yorkshire 
and Lincolnshire. 


BBC Yorkshire 


BBC Yorkshire's area within the UK 


TV Chesterfield 


transmitter Emley Moor 


s Oliver's Mount 
Tapton Hill 

Radio BBC Radio Leeds 

stations BBC Radio Sheffield 


BBC Radio York 


Headquart Leeds 


ers 


Area South Yorkshire 
West Yorkshire 
North Yorkshire (parts) 
Nottinghamshire (Bassetlaw) 
Derbyshire (Bolsover, North East 
Derbyshire, Chesterfield and northern 


areas of the Derbyshire Dales) 


Nation BBC English Regions 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
<=. Citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
ee challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BBC 

Yorkshire" - news = newspapers = books = scholar " JSTOR (August 

2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC Yorkshire is one of the English regions of the BBC. It was formed from the division 
of the former BBC North region into BBC Yorkshire and BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, 
based in Kingston upon Hull. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC Yorkshire's television output consists of the flagship regional news service Look 
North, the topical magazine programme /nside Out and a 20-minute opt-out 
during Sunday Politics. BBC Yorkshire also co-produces the rugby league highlights 


programme The Super League Show, which is simulcast in the North West, North East & 


Cumbria and East Yorkshire & Lincolnshire regions on Monday nights. 
Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Leeds, BBC Radio York and BBC Radio 
Sheffield. 


The three stations simulcast networked programming during the evenings and late 
night. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC Yorkshire also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 
Main article: BBC North 


The regional operation from Leeds began in 1968, when the original BBC North region 
was broken up into BBC North, BBC North West and BBC North East, with the BBC North 
name being transferred from Manchester to the new operation in Leeds. The new 
operation was called BBC North until 2002. 


BBC Yorkshire Studio, Leeds. 


In 2002, viewers on the Belmont transmitter transferred to the BBC Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire service, and the service began to use the on-screen name of BBC Yorkshire. 
(cltation neede This was made official in 2004, stationneede) When both the Leeds operation, and the 
East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire operation in Hull, moved into new premises. 


Studios[edit] 


The first Leeds base for BBC North, upon the launch of regional television was a 
converted studio in All Souls Church, where the service was based until 1974. From 
then, the television service moved into Old Broadcasting House at Woodhouse 

Lane, Leeds, where some services such as BBC Radio Leeds had already been 
broadcasting. This building was originally the Society of Friends' (Quakers') Carlton Hill 
Meeting House; the building itself was of two ages, one part made of stone with 
columns, and another made of concrete, and featuring the BBC Coat of arms moulded 
into the front of the building. 


In 2004, however, the equipment required replacing and new premises were built. All of 
BBC Yorkshire's Leeds-based facilities moved to the new building, located in St. Peter's 
Square at Quarry Hill, which included state-of-the-art computer systems, new digital 
studios for BBC Radio Leeds, and new technology that allowed the programme to be 
broadcast in widescreen. 


In addition to St. Peter's Square, BBC Yorkshire also has radio studios and television 
bureaux located in York and Sheffield. 


References[edit] 

1. ^ A Short History of Leeds Quakers, accessed 5 August 2017 
See also[edit] 
HIEISBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
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e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC Look North from Yorkshire at BBC Online 
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BBC Radio Leeds 


BAGRADIO 
LEEDS 


City Leeds 


Broadcast area West Yorkshire 


Slogan Your station for Yorkshire 
Frequency FM: 92.4, 95.3, 102.7, 103.9 MHz 
MW: 774 kHz 


DAB: Digital Radio 


Freeview: Channel 719 
First air date 24 June 1968 
Format Local news, talk and music 
Language(s) English 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Yorkshire 


Website BBC Radio Leeds 


BBC Radio Leeds is the BBC Local Radio service for the English metropolitan 
county of West Yorkshire. The station broadcasts from studios based in St Peter's 
Square in Leeds. 


History[edit] 


The station began broadcasting at the Merrion Centre at 5.30pm on 24 June 1968, 
becoming the 7th station to go on air. Initially a two-year experiment and co-funded 

by Leeds City Council, the station was only available in Leeds on a low powered 50 watt 
VHF transmitter in Meanwood Park, on 94.6 MHZ.” Listening figures were very low as at 
that time, the majority of listeners still listened to radio via AM. In 1970 the station was 
made permanent and began broadcasting to all of West Yorkshire from the Holme Moss 


transmitting station and in 1972 the station started broadcasting on MW and branded 
itself as “the voice of West Yorkshire”. 


In 1974 BBC Radio Leeds, along with BBC Look North, moved to new studios in 
Woodhouse Lane, where it remained for thirty years until the studio was demolished in 
2004. 


Until the mid 1980s the station was generally on air from breakfast until teatime, with 
any programming after 6pm devoted to specialist music and magazines aimed at 
specialist interests and at ethnic minority communities. These programmes did not 
broadcast all year round. In August 1986, evening programmes began on a permanent 
basis when the station joined with the other three BBC stations in Yorkshire to provide 
an early evening service of specialist music programmes on weeknights from 6 pm to 
7:30 pm, extending a year later to six days a week (Wednesday to Monday) between 

7 pm and 9 pm with Tuesdays reserved for local sports coverage. May 1989 saw the 
launch of BBC Night Network which saw the BBC Local Radio stations in the North of 
England broadcasting networked programming every evening from 6:05 pm (6 pm at 
the weekend) and midnight, extending to 12:30 am in the early 1990s, and to 1 am by 
the end of that decade. During this period, the station was branded as “West Yorkshire’s 
FM BBC Radio Leeds.” 


BBC Radio Leeds' main studios are at the BBC Yorkshire buildings on St. Peter's Square in Leeds. 


In 2012, the station shut down its offices and studios at the National Media 

Museum in Bradford, where the public was able to see programmes being broadcast. 
Radio Leeds also operated district newsrooms and contribution studios 

in Wakefield Town Hall, at Dean Clough in Halifax and at Huddersfield Town Hall. Four 
years later, the station reinstated an office and studio in Bradford, located in the Horton 
building at The University of Bradford. 

BBC Radio Leeds was the home of BBC Local Radio’s networked evening show which 


was broadcast from the start of 2013 until local weeknight evening programming was 
reintroduced in autumn 2018. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 216,000 listeners and a 4.3% 
share as of December 2018. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The main VHF/FM transmitter is located at the Holme Moss transmitting station on 
92.4 MHz, covering most of West Yorkshire. Unusually, this transmitter also transmits 
neighbouring services Radio Manchester and Radio Sheffield from separate directional 
aerials on the mast. 


Radio Leeds is also carried on the Wharfedale and Luddenden relay transmitters on 
95.3 MHz, from Keighley on 102.7 and from Beecroft Hill (West Leeds) on 103.9 MHz to 
fill in areas which are screened from Holme Moss by the topology of the area. The 
medium wave service on 774 kHz is transmitted from Farnley (also known as Leeds MF). 


Since 2001, BBC Radio Leeds has also been carried on the Bauer Leeds DAB multiplex, 
and since October 2002, on the Bradford & Huddersfield Multiplex. Live streaming is 
available from the station's website and in 2015 the station began broadcasting 
throughout the BBC Yorkshire area on Freeview Channel 719. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Radio Leeds being broadcast from the Merrion Centre in 2018. 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from Leeds, the 
station's local presenters include Richard Stead (weekday breakfast), Stephanie 

Hirst (weekday mornings), Liz Green (weekday afternoons) and Gayle Lofthouse 
(weekday drivetime). 


During the station's overnight downtime, BBC Radio Leeds simulcasts BBC Radio 5 
Live (weekdays from 1 am to 5 am and weekends from 1 am to 6 am). 


Sports coverage[edit] 


A BBC Radio Leeds vehicle as seen at Headingley during a one-day cricket match in 2009. 


BBC Radio Leeds broadcasts commentaries on many Football and Rugby league games 
involving Leeds United, Huddersfield Town, Bradford City, and a number of Rugby 
League teams including Leeds Rhinos, Bradford Bulls, Huddersfield Giants, Wakefield 
Trinity Wildcats and Castleford Tigers. Rugby Union with Yorkshire Carnegie and 
coverage of Yorkshire County Cricket Club in all formats. 


BBC Radio Leeds is the only station in West Yorkshire that covers all home and away 
live match commentaries on Leeds United, Huddersfield Town and Bradford City. 


Management(edit] 
Managing Editor: Sanjiv Buttoo 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Phillip Hayton 
e John Helm 


e Martin Kelner 
e Peter Levy 
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BBC Radio Sheffield 


BAGERADIO 
SHEFFIELD 


City Sheffield 


Broadcast South Yorkshire, north-east Derbyshire and 


area north Nottinghamshire 
Slogan Be part of it! 


Frequency FM: 88.6 MHz, 94.7 MHz, 104.1 MHz 
MW: 1035 kHz 
DAB: 11C 
DTR: 734 (Freeview) 


RDS: BBC SHEF 


First air 15 November 1967 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language( English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Yorkshire, 
BBC North West, 
BBC East Midlands 


Website BBC Radio Sheffield 


BBC Radio Sheffield is the BBC Local Radio service for English metropolitan 

county of South Yorkshire and North Derbyshire. This includes the city of Sheffield, plus 
Rotherham, Doncaster, Barnsley, Chesterfield and surrounding areas. It was the second 
BBC local radio station,™ beginning on 15 November 1967 broadcasting from a large 
Victorian house in Westbourne Road in the Broomhill area of the city. It now broadcasts 
from a new studio complex at 54 Shoreham Street in Sheffield city centre, on 88.6, 


94.7, 104.1 FM, 1035 AM, DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting) and DTR (Digital Television 
Radio). It is also available through live streaming on the internet. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 260,000 listeners and a 7.9% 
share as of December 2018. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The 104.1FM signal is broadcast at 2,500 ft from the Holme Moss transmitter?! in West 
Yorkshire, near the border with Derbyshire, enabling the signal to be clearly heard 
in Barnsley, North Rotherham, Doncaster and parts of Nottinghamshire. 


The 88.6FM signal is broadcast from the Crosspool transmitter on Tapton Hill to 

serve Sheffield and parts of Rotherham. It also broadcasts DAB® on 11C multiplex for 
Sheffield and surrounding areas and it broadcasts DTR® for South Yorkshire and 
surrounding areas for freeview TV channel 734 on UHF 27-522 MHz the BBCA multiplex. 


The 94.7FM signal is broadcast from the Chesterfield transmitter” and serves 
Derbyshire, parts of Nottinghamshire and the East of South Yorkshire. The Chesterfield 
signal can be heard as far south on the M1 as Copt Oak. It broadcasts DAB on 11C 
multiplex (Same as Crosspool transmitter) for the Chesterfield and North Derbyshire 
area. It also broadcasts DTR™ for Chesterfield for freeview TV channel 734 on UHF 26- 
514 MHz on the BBCA multiplex. 


The 1035AM signal is broadcast from the Broadfield Road transmitter2” in Sheffield 
(behind Heeley swimming baths) and serves South Yorkshire, Derbyshire, 
Nottinghamshire and parts of Lincolnshire and West Yorkshire. 


BBC Radio Sheffield buildings in Sheffield 


A DAB signal is broadcast from the Clifton transmitter“ (next to the M18 east 

of Rotherham) to serve Rotherham, Doncaster, Worksop and surrounding areas. Another 
DAB signal is broadcast from Ardsley transmitter22! East of Barnsley to serve Barnsley, 
Dearne Valley and parts of West Yorkshire. Plus, its DAB signals are also broadcast from 
the Clarborough transmitter near Retford to cover parts of North Nottinghamshire and 
strengthen signals from the Clifton transmitter. The three transmitters use the Bauer 
South Yorkshire 11C multiplex (Same as Crosspool and Chesterfield transmitters). 


The Emley Moor transmitter?! broadcasts DTR for freeview TV channel 734 for 
Yorkshire, Derbyshire and parts of Lincolnshire on UHF 47-682 MHz the BBCA multiplex. 
Other local TV transmitters such as Crosspool relay their signal from Emley Moor. 


While the FM, DAB and Freeview transmissions of BBC Radio Sheffield officially cover 
North Nottinghamshire, including the district of Bassetlaw which includes the towns of 
Retford and Worksop, editorially, news output is covered by BBC Radio Nottingham via 


its radio and Internet news and social media channels, despite the area being officially 
outside the coverage area of BBC Radio Nottingham's FM, DAB and Freeview signals. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from Sheffield. 
During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Sheffield carries regional programming for Yorkshire 
and the North Midlands from sister station BBC Radio Leeds. During the station's 
downtime, BBC Radio Sheffield simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Archives[edit] 


In March 1982, archiving began of the station's early material, by cataloging and adding 
it to audio cassette. The first items archived were news reports of the steel strike of 
1980. The cassettes and listings, which include news stories and local music, are held at 
the South Yorkshire Archive in Sheffield. '#22ee0e1 This archiving followed a scheme by 
Radio Carlisle which covered the October 1957 Windscale nuclear accident. !#2#enneedeai 


Notable presenters[edit] 
Notable current presenters[edit] 


e Toby Foster 

e Rony Robinson 

e Paulette Edwards 
e Kat Cowan 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Emlyn Hughes (deceased) 

e lan MacMillan 

e Simon Clark (Sports presenter) 
e Tony Capstick 

e Simon Groom 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Local Radio 

e BBC Night Network 

e BBC Radio Leeds 

e BBC Radio York 

e Hallam FM, the commercial rival 
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BBC Radio York 


EIEMS RADIO 
YORK 
City York 
Broadcast area North Yorkshire 
Slogan Loving Life in North Yorkshire 
Frequency FM: 95.5, 103.7, 104.3 MHz 
MW: 666, 1260 kHz 
DAB: 10C 
First air date 4 July 1983 
Format Local news, talk and music 
Language(s) English 


Former callsigns BBC North Yorkshire 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Yorkshire 
BBC North East 


Website BBC Radio York 


BBC Radio York is the BBC Local Radio service for the English county of North 
Yorkshire. The broadcast studio is in Bootham, York. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 72,000 listeners and a 5.6% 
share as of December 2018."! 


Early history[edit] 


The station was launched at 6:30 am on 4 July 1983, a launch which was featured on 
the cover of the Radio Times, although a year before its launch, BBC Radio York 
provided a temporary service to cover Pope John Paul II's visit to York. The service, 
which ran for just over 24 hours, operated on what was to be the station's primary MW 
frequency. 


The first station manager was John Jefferson with the late Tony Fish as Programme 
Organiser. The original team included David Farwig, Derm Tanner, Andy Joynson, Will 
Hanrahan, Graham Pass, Andy Hitchcock, Chris Loveder, Chris Choi, Charlotte Counsel, 
Shirley Lewis and Sandy Barton. 


Initially, the station was only on air for a few hours a day - (6:30 am to 1 pm and 4 pm 
to 6 pm during the week with weekend programming restricted to 8 am until around 
2 pm) and carried BBC Radio 2 the rest of the time. At first, local sports coverage was 
produced by BBC Radio Leeds. During the second half of the 1980s broadcast hours 
slowly expanded. Afternoon broadcasting was introduced and programming started 
earlier in the day - 6 am during the week and 7 am over the weekend. Radio York also 
started producing its own sports programmes on Saturday afternoons but did not 
introduce its own Sunday afternoon programming until the end of the decade. 


Evening programming started in August 1986 when Radio York joined with the other 
BBC local stations in Yorkshire in broadcasting an early evening service of specialist 
music programmes. May 1989 saw the launch of BBC Night Network - a group 

of BBC Local Radio stations in the North of England which featured networked 
programming every evening. This provided BBC Radio York with evening programming, 
keeping the station on air until midnight seven days a week, extended until 12:30 am in 
the early 1990s, and to 1 am by the end of that decade. One of those shows, Late Night 
North with David Dunning, often aired from the York studios and in 2002 the BBC's 
Yorkshire stations, including Radio York, parted from the network to bring back a phone- 
in with Alex Hall, who had hosted a similar show on Pulse, as presenter. Other 
programming included Martin Kelner's Late Thing. The Early Show from BBC Radio 
Humberside (within the BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire region) was also carried. 


BBC Radio York was not the first radio station broadcasting in York. University Radio 
York, the oldest independent legal radio station, is the University of York's student radio 
station and before the BBC, URY was named Radio York. The independent commercial 
rival, Minster FM, began broadcasting on 4 July 1992. Stray FM, the independent station 
covering the Harrogate and Ripon areas, made its first transmission exactly two years to 
the day after Minster's launch and eleven years to the day after Radio York's launch. 


Technical[edit] 


BBC Radio York broadcasts from its studios in York on 95.5 (Oliver's 

Mount, Scarborough), 103.7 (Acklam Wold transmitter near Leavening, midway between 
York and Malton) and 104.3 (Woolmoor, near Upsall four miles north of Thirsk close to 
the A19 - for Harrogate, Northallerton and the Yorkshire Dales) FM, 666 (Fulford), 1260 
(Row Brow, Scarborough) AM and online from their website. 


Acklam Wold is the strongest frequency on 103.7 which is for Ryedale and the Vale of 
York, and the 140 ft transmitter also has the commercial station, Minster FM on 104.7. 
The 103.7 signal can be heard as far south as Mansfield on the M1, and can be received 
in West and South Yorkshire. However, in the early days Radio York's FM frequencies 
were 90.2 FM and 97.2. The Olivers Mount transmitter also transmits Yorkshire Coast 
Radio on 96.2, as well as television and national radio frequencies. The Woolmoor 
transmitter has national radio frequencies. 


Much of BBC York's studio infrastructure was the original Mk3 installation, dating from 
the station's inception in 1983. This ageing equipment had become unreliable, causing 
the station to "fall off air" regularly [1 ]!ermanentdeatins Because the refurbishment required 
was significant, it would not be possible to continue to broadcast from the existing 
premised during the refurbishment, and no suitable alternative premises could be 
identified. Therefore, plans were drawn up for BBC York to move in with BBC Leeds 
temporarily [2] and to retain a presence in North Yorkshire through the BBC Bus, and 
through increased contributions from district studios in Harrogate and Scarborough. 
BBC York has since completed refurbishment of studio equipment and news room. 


DAB licence[edit] 


The DAB licence that BBC Radio York uses covers North Yorkshire from transmitters at 
Acklam Wold, Oliver's Mount, Harrogate Hilderbrand and Bilsdale. The licence was 
advertised in June 2007 and was awarded to MuxCo, in September 2007. It was 
supposed be ready in June 2009, then revised to December 2009. Finally, the North 
Yorkshire DAB multiplex launched on 17 December 2014.2 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the station's programming is produced and broadcast from York. During 
off-peak hours, BBC Radio York carries regional programming for Yorkshire and the 
North Midlands from sister station BBC Radio Leeds. During the station's downtime, BBC 
Radio York simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live. 


News, Sport and Weather[edit] 


BBC Radio York provides hourly local news and sport bulletins and weather forecasts 
every half-hour from 6 am until 6 pm on weekdays, followed by regional bulletins 
from Leeds until 10 pm. On weekends, local news and weather airs hourly from 7 am 
until 1 pm. 


Notable former presenters([edit] 


Former presenters at the station include ITV Sport commentator Jon Champion and Sky_ 
Sports commentator Rob Hawthorne and Will Hanrahan, who went on to present Look 
North and report for Good Morning with Anne and Nick. '=t#tie-needea Victor Lewis- 

Smith started his BBC career here, presenting his chat and music programme, Snooze 
Button, on Sunday mornings in 1984. Countdown host Richard Whiteley made several 
guest appearances in the early 2000s. The Grand Tour front-man Richard 

Hammond was also once a presenter.“ 


Awards[edit] 


In 2001 BBC Radio York won the Sony Radio Academy Gold Award for Community 
Service for "Floodwatch News" - its coverage of the floods that hit the county of North 
Yorkshire in November 2000.4 


In 2002 BBC Radio York was awarded Silver in the News Programme category for The 
Great Heck Rail Crash: Countdown To A Tragedy (BBC Radio York) © 


In 2011 BBC Radio York's news team won the Gillard award for Original Journalism. The 
awards are given out each year and are open to the entire BBC local radio network. 


In 2012, the flagship breakfast show, Adam Tomlinson at Breakfast, was nominated for 
a Sony award for Breakfast Show of the Year.4 


In 2013, presenter Jonathan Cowap won Gold at the annual Frank Gillard Awards for 
Best Hotseat interview. 


In 2014, Gillard Gold Award for Faith-based programming 
In 2016 Georgey at Breakfast won Best Breakfast Show at the Local Radio Awards 
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BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 


FEV Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire's area within the UK 


TV Belmont 


transmitters 


Radio stations BBC Radio Humberside 


BBC Radio Lincolnshire 


Headquarters Kingston upon Hull 


Area East Yorkshire 


Lincolnshire (except South 


Kesteven) 
Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions Yorkshire 
Lincolnshire 


North West Norfolk 


Key people David Jennings 
(Head of Regional 
& Local Programmes) 
Launch date 2004 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, sometimes abbreviated to BBC Yorks & Lincs, is 
the name for the BBC's twelfth English Region, based in Kingston upon Hull and created 
from the division of the former BBC North region, based in Leeds (now known as BBC 
Yorkshire). The primary transmitter is located at Belmont and covers East 

Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and north west Norfolk. 


Services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


The regional output of BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire consists of the flagship Look 
North, the topical magazine programme /nside Out and a twenty-minute opt-out 

during Sunday Politics. The region also produces the late night football programme Late 
Kick Off with BBC Yorkshire and also airs the Super League Show, produced by PDI 
Media at BBC Yorkshire's studio in Leeds and simulcast in the North West and in 

the North East and Cumbria. 


Radio[edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for the local radio stations BBC Radio 
Humberside and BBC Radio Lincolnshire 


Both radio stations simulcast some programming from each other, the radio stations in 
the BBC Yorkshire region, and with BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Online and Interactive[edit] 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC 
Red Button and BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


Announced as part of the BBC's 'Project Hull' investment in October 2001, BBC Yorks 
and Lincs began as a seven-minute opt-out on the Belmont transmitter of the main Look 
North programme from Leeds, presented by Clare Frisby and the late bulletin following 
the Ten O'Clock News. On 11 November 2002, the Look North programme for the region 
launched as a full programme presented by Peter Levy and Helen Fospero. The 
programme expanded into new headquarters in April 2004, and the BBC Yorkshire and 
BBC Yorks and Lincs region became officially separate. 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire's first Head of Regional and Local Programmes (HRLP) 
was Helen Thomas, appointed in March 2004. In November 2006, Helen Thomas 
became HRLP of BBC Yorkshire in Leeds, and Catherine Hearne was appointed HRLP of 
BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. She took up her post in January 2007, but left to go to 
BBC West Midlands. The first Editor of Look North was Roger Farrant, whose departure 
to Bristol led to the appointment of Steven Punter as Editor in November 2004. Punter 
left the BBC soon after. Dave Betts ran Look North from 2006 until June 2007. Mark 
Hayman replaced him as the region's first TV News Editor running an integrated team of 
journalists and technicians, but has since moved to BBC West Midlands. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire's Hull headquarters 


The first studios used by BBC Yorks and Lincs housed the opt-out service, launched in 
2001, which operated from a studio above the Post Office in 9 Chapel Street, Hull. The 
small studios and team were enough to produce an opt-out, but when the time came in 
November 2002 to launch their own programme, the studio was noticeable for its size. It 
was so small that there was room for the desk only; other features such as weather had 
to be done elsewhere and played out on a screen in the studio. 


Eventually, to coincide with the separation of the service, a new studio complex was 
built and unveiled by Manor Property Group at Queen's Court in Queen's Gardens in 
2005. The new studio complex housed the new, expanded service, with a central 
newsroom, a good sized studio for the Look North programme, as well as radio studios 
for BBC Radio Humberside. 


The region also has a news bureau in Lincoln. 


See also[edit] 


B0E8BC portal 


e BBC English Regions 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC Look North from Hull at BBC Online 
e BBC Look North from Yorkshire & Lincolnshire at BBC Online 
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BBC Radio Humberside 


EIES RADIO 
HUMBERSIDE 


City Kingston upon Hull 


Broadcast East Riding of Yorkshire and Northern 


area Lincolnshire 
Slogan Across Northern Lincolnshire and East 
Yorkshire 


Frequency 95.9 MHz, DAB Digital Radio 


First air 25 February 1971 
date 
Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(s English 
) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 


Webcast Listen 


Website BBC Radio Humberside 


BBC Radio Humberside is a BBC Local Radio service covering the area of the 
former English county of Humberside, which was returned to North Lincolnshire, North 
East Lincolnshire the East Riding of Yorkshire and the City of Kingston upon Hull on 1 
April 1996. 


Martyn Weston is the station's managing editor with Derek McGill as assistant editor. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 120,000 listeners and a 6.5% 
share as of December 2018.2 


History[edit] 


It began broadcasting in 1971 from studios above a post office on Chapel Street, three 
years before the county of Humberside was created: It actually outlived the county as 
Humberside was abolished in 1996. 


On the first night of broadcasting, many West Yorkshire rugby league fans were 
disappointed when the relatively powerful High Hunsley transmitter signal was heard 
instead of Radio Leeds, so all they heard was a commentary of Hull KR v Widnes instead 
of football. It did not broadcast on MW (neither did other BBC local stations) until late 
1971. In 1979 it stopped broadcasting dedicated agricultural programmes (although 
East Yorkshire is an agricultural county). 


In the 1970s it had the Radio Humberside Handicap horserace at Beverley Racecourse, 
which became the BBC Radio Humberside Stakes in the 1980s. By the 1990s, this 
included the Martin Plenderleith Conditions Stakes, the Steve Massam Selling Stakes, 
the Peter Adamson Maiden Auction Stakes, the Charlie Partridge Selling Stakes and 
the Chris Langmore Handicap that all took place on the same day in early July. 


BBC Radio Humberside's headquarters at Queen's Gardens, Hull 


In line with the other BBC local stations in the area, BBC Radio Humberside was part of 
the BBC Night Network when it was formed in May 1989, providing the station with 
regular evening, albeit regional rather than local, programming for the first time. Before 
this, the station generally stopped broadcasting at around 6 pm, and handed over 

to BBC Radio 2 which was carried on the station's frequencies until the following 


morning although for the three years before the launch of Night Network, Radio 
Humberside had broadcast the Yorkshire-wide early evening specialist music 
programmes which were also carried on Radios York, Leeds and Sheffield. 


In 2004, the station moved to a new digital broadcast centre located at Queen's 
Gardens in Hull, where it was joined by a full TV operation, supporting BBC Look North. 


Awards[edit] 


In May 2012, presenters Beryl Renwick and Betty Smith were awarded the Sony Radio 
Academy Award for best entertainment programme. Renwick and Smith had presented 
alongside David Reeves from 2006 to December 2012, after they had been "talent 
spotted during a tour of the BBC studios in Hull".“ The pair, aged 86 and 90 
respectively, had been the oldest winners of the award. Smith died in November 
2014 and Renwick died in September 2015. 


In May 2013, the station was named "station of the year" at the Sony Radio Academy 
Awards.“ 


Studio facilities[edit] 


BBC Radio Humberside's former Grimsby studio 


BBC Radio Humberside has studios at Queen's Court, Queen's Gardens in Hull. The 
station also has a second studio, which is situated in the Grimsby Institute for Higher 
Education. 


Technical[edit] 


BBC Radio Humberside broadcasts to East Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire on 
95.9 FM (High Hunsley), DAB, channel 721 on Freeview, and on the BBC website via the 
Internet. 


The FM transmitter, between Beverley and South Cave 500 ft. up on the Yorkshire 
Wolds is quite powerful over the relatively flat surrounding area being heard clearly in 
most of South Yorkshire as well. The signal reaches right across to the highest point of 
the M62 near junction 22 with the A672, the highest point of the A66, much 

of Lincolnshire, and as far south as Nottingham on the M1, near the Trowell service 
station and Newark. It also broadcasts Viking FM on 96.9 FM (Radio Humberside's old 
frequency), Capital Yorkshire on 105.8 FM and BBC National DAB (since 20 April 2006). 


High Hunsley 95.9 FM mast 


The DAB signals come from the Bauer Humberside 10D multiplex from three 
transmitters at Cave Wold® (most powerful, three miles south of High Hunsley, and a BT 
microwave transmitter, Buckton Barn (Bridlington, also has Yorkshire Coast Radio on 
102.4) and Bevan Flats (Grimsby, also transmits Compass FM on 96.4). There is no FM 
transmitter on the south bank, but there is a DAB transmitter in Grimsby.2% AM 
broadcasts finished in January 2018.24 


In 2016 BBC Radio Humberside's studios were refurbished as part of the ViLoR 
programme. 


Jingles[edit] 


In the past BBC Radio Humberside have used David Arnold Music for their Jingles. The 
first package was written by Paul Hart and performed by Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 
As of August 2005, the station began using a custom made package featuring the BBC 
Philharmonic Orchestra, it was produced by S2blue in Staffordshire. BBC Radio 
Humberside were responsible for its artistic commissioning and for the eventual shape 
and construction of the idents. The package was re-sung for BBC Radio Nottingham and 
the instrumental versions were used on BBC Radio Merseyside. The package was 
topped up in late 2006 to introduce the "Great Place for a Great Station" strap-line and 
to freshen the set up. In autumn 2008 a further refresh was introduced with new sings 
for key daytime programmes and presenters. In 2010 the idents package was 
completely refreshed by S2Blue, introducing new rhythm tracks to the 2005 package, 
new instrumentation across the whole set and a raft of new cuts, all keeping the same 
memorable logo.“2) David Reeves is currently the station sound producer with Katy 
Noone and Neil Rudd providing many of the voiceovers. 


Travel news[edit] 


BBC Radio Humberside carries travel bulletins every 30 minutes (every 15 minutes 
during Breakfast and Drive) from INTRIX Travel Media, also used by commercial stations 
including KCFM and community station West Hull FM. Regular traffic presenters include 
Wayne Foy, Nick Robbins and Ed Sheppard. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of BBC Radio Humberside's programming is produced and broadcast from its Hull 
studios 


During off-peak hours, BBC Radio Humberside carries regional programming for 
Yorkshire and the North Midlands, produced from sister stations BBC Radio 


Leeds and BBC Radio Sheffield. During the station's downtime, BBC Radio Humberside 
simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live overnight. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Peter Levy (presenter of BBC Look North). 

e Keri Jones (now at Radio Scilly) 

e Paul Heiney (former reporter for Watchdog) 

e Mike Smartt (later BBC TV News Correspondent and presenter and editor-in-chief 
BBC News Interactive) 

e Jonathan Wall (sports producer from 1994-96), controller since 2013 of BBC Radio 
5 Live™, and Editor from 2002-08 of 5 live Sport 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Humberside 

e Buckton Barn (digital) 

e Cave Wold (digital) 

e High Hunsley transmitter (includes coverage map) 

e Paull MW transmitter 

e Hull studio building 

e Lincolnshire Radio campaign (an anti-Humberside website) 


News items[edit] 


e Guardian November 2006 
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BBC Radio Lincolnshire 


BAA RADIO 
LINCOLNSHIRE 


Broadcast Central Lincolnshire 


area 


Frequency 94.9 MHz (Belmont), 104.7 MHz 
(Grantham) RDS: BBCLincs 


First air 11 November 1980 
date 


Format Local news, talk and music 


Language(_ English 


s) 


Owner BBC Local Radio, 
BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, 


BBC East Midlands 


Webcast Listen 


Website Official Website 


BBC Radio Lincolnshire is the BBC Local Radio service for the major part of 
the English county of Lincolnshire (northern parts of the county are served by BBC 
Radio Humberside, and southern parts of the county are not served by BBC Local 


Radio). It broadcasts from studios near Newport Arch in Lincoln on 94.9 (most of the 
county) and 104.7 (Grantham) FM, 1368 (Swanpool, west Lincoln) AM and online. 


According to RAJAR, the station has a weekly audience of 102,000 listeners and a 11.4% 
share as of December 2018.4 


History[edit] 


= 


BBC Radio Lincolnshire radio car from the 1980s, preserved at the Museum of Lincolnshire Life in 


Lincoln. 


Launched on 11 November 1980 at 7 am with a commissioned peal of bells from Lincoln 
Cathedral. The first words spoken on BBC Radio Lincolnshire came from Nick 

Brunger: “And it's a warm welcome for the first time to the programmes of BBC Radio 
Lincolnshire. " 


In 1988 the station commissioned UK jingle producer Alfasound to compose a jingle 
package based on the traditional English folk song The Lincolnshire Poacher, continuing 
on this theme until 2006. 


In 2006 it conducted a six-month trial of XDA pocket-PCs for the BBC, using Technica 
Del Arte's Luci mobile (on the hoof) interviewing application. It used to have a BBC 
Bus,2! until licence fee cutbacks in early 2008 forced budget priorities to be 
streamlined. 


Building[edit] 
The station is located on Newport, Lincoln. 
Management[edit] 


Under its first manager, Roy Corlett, the station achieved record audience figures as its 
programming of news, music and chat became very popular. Corlett left to found BBC 
Radio Devon and was replaced briefly by Laurie Bloomfield, who also left to launch a 
new BBC local station, BBC Radio Shropshire. 


After Bloomfield's brief stay, the station was managed for 14 years by David Wilkinson, 
one of the founding team, and a local radio pioneer from his days at BBC Radio 
Nottingham in 1968. Upon Wilkinson's retirement in 1999, the station was taken over 
by BBC Radio Leicester managing editor, Charlie Partridge. In 2004, the station 
recorded record audience figures - according to RAJAR, listeners were tuned into BBC 
Radio Lincolnshire for longer ("hours") than any other radio station in the country. 


The Lincolnshire flag was chosen by listeners in 2005 


Lincolnshire flag[edit] 
In October 2005, it presided over the creation of a new flag for Lincolnshire. 
Name changeledit] 


The station changed its name from BBC Radio Lincolnshire to BBC Lincolnshire on 30 
November 2009. The name reverted to BBC Radio Lincolnshire in May 2012. 


Transmitters and coverage[edit] 


The main signal on 94.9 FM comes from the Belmont transmitting 

station near Donington on Bain in the north of the county, which, until the height 
reduction carried out in September/October 2009, was the tallest mast in Europe. The 
MW signal on 1368kHz (219m) came from Lincoln but closed in early 2018. 


Neither the FM nor the MW signals cover the southern edge of the county, 

including Bourne, Holbeach, Stamford, Market Deeping and Spalding. Likewise, most of 
northern Lincolnshire cannot receive the station, including Barton upon 

Humber and Immingham. As such, Radio Lincolnshire only covers central Lincolnshire. 


The Grantham signal, from just south of the town, is a filler transmitter with low power. 


Radio Lincolnshire was the only local radio station in Lincolnshire until 1992, when Lincs 
FM began, also broadcast from Belmont. 


Monks' Dyke Technology College in Louth is used for the East Lindsey reports. District 
outposts are important due to the time taken on Lincolnshire's ill-equipped roads. 


DAB [edit] 


The Belmont transmitter broadcasts BBC National DAB and Digital One; MXR 

Yorkshire closed in June 2015. For Lincolnshire, a DAB multiplex could have only been 
realistically established by financial investment from the Lincs FM Group, and other 
transmitter positions could theoretically be used. The DAB licence, was advertised in 
October 2007, which will not cover Stamford or South Holland, but will cover North 
Lincolnshire (Scunthorpe) and North East Lincolnshire (Grimsby). On 24 January 2008, 
the company MuxCo Lincolnshire was the only company to bid for the Lincolnshire DAB 
licence. It is 51% owned by the Lincs FM Group, and will have transmitters at 

Belmont, High Hunsley (in East Yorkshire), Grantham and Lincoln County Hospital. They 
were awarded the DAB licence on 19 February 2008. Transmissions were expected to 
begin by July 2009, but funding for the project delayed the roll-out and the multiplex 
went on air in September 2015. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Radio Lincolnshire broadcasts seven days a week from 6 am until 1 am. 


Radio Lincolnshire broadcasts full commentary on all Lincoln City football matches with 
additional commentary of Boston United and Gainsborough Trinity matches online. 


A weekly news bulletin in Portuguese was broadcast for migrant workers until July 2008. 
It was read by Rui Silva, who worked for Boston Borough Council. The station also 
simulcasts some programming with counterpart BBC Local Radio stations. 


—— 


It is the only BBC local station to have a dedicated farming programme 


During downtime, Radio Lincolnshire simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live output including the 
nightly overnight show Up All Night, the early morning news programme Morning 
Reports and Wake Up to Money. 


The station is one of few to have a dedicated farming programme on Sundays at 7 am, 
which it has had since the station began. Radio 4's Farming Today is the only 
national BBC Radio programme to routinely feature stories from the county. 


Events[edit] 


Since the early 1980s, a race had been held at the Market Rasen Racecourse, the BBC 
Radio Lincolnshire Novice's Hurdle. In recent years, this has become the Mike Molloy 
Memorial Handicap Chase, named after a former sports presenter who died of Myeloma. 


In 1983 it formed a charity trust, thought to be the first in the UK for a radio station. 
This became known as Going for Gold. Originally GOLD stood for Give Our Lincolnshire 
Defibrillators. Since then, money has been raised for a number of other local causes. 


It holds an annual folk song competition called "Song For Lincolnshire". 


Notable former presenters([edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (March 2016) 


e Boothby Graffoe, comedian who presented a two-hour programme on Friday 
evenings on the station, and briefly on Radio Nottingham, in the late 1980s. 
e John Inverdale, presenter of national sports programmes on BBC Television and BBC 


Radio Five Live, started his radio career as a morning presenter from 1982 until 
1985, having worked for two years at the Lincolnshire Echo. He has claimed it is the 
most enjoyable job he has ever had, despite the early mornings. He was replaced 
by Dave Bussey. 


e Sky News weather forecaster Jo Wheeler worked for a number of years as a 
Saturday afternoon programme presenter at BBC Radio Lincolnshire. 

e BBC Director of Sport, Roger Mosey, began his career at the station. 

e Sky News's Washington correspondent Emma Hurd, who also presented on East 
Midlands Today. 

e BBC News Washington correspondent, and former Newsround presenter, Matthew 
Price, was a reporter with BBC Radio Lincolnshire in the mid-1990s.4 

e Former news editor John Lilley retired from the BBC as Head of the BBC's South West 
region based in Plymouth. 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio Lincolnshire, includes presenter profiles 
e History of local radio in Lincolnshire. 

e MDS975's Transmitter Map. 

e Belmont transmitter. 

e Grantham transmitter. 


Audio clipS[edit] 


e Former 1980s jingle package by Alfasound based on "The Lincolnshire Poacher" 
News items[edit] 


e Station launches Sunday programme for Portuguese migrant workers. 
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BBC Albanian Service 
BBC Shqiptar 


C 


Type Radio network and website 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability International 
Owner BBC 
Key people Sarah Gibson (Head of Service) 
Launch date 1940 
1993 
Dissolved 1967 
2011 


Official website www.bbcalbanian.com 


The BBC Albanian Service (Albanian: BBC Shqiptar) was a foreign language service of 
the BBC World Service. It ceased operations on 28 February 2011.” 
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BBC Ykpaina 


BIBIC 


Type Radio network and website 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability International 

Owner BBC 


Key people Maciek Bernatt-Reschynskyy (Head of 


Service)! 


Launch date 1992 


Official 
website 


www.bbc.com/ukrainian 


BBC News Ukrainian (Ukrainian: BBC News Y«paina) is the Ukrainian service of 

the BBC which conveys the latest political, social, economical and sport news relevant 
to Ukraine and the world. It started broadcasts in 1992.™ Its headquarters are 

in London, United Kingdom." The first BBC Ukrainian program was aired on 1 June 1992. 
It featured President of Ukraine Leonid Kravchuk and UK Prime Minister John Major. It 
has had an office in Kiev since 1993 with around ten staff, in 1993 the office was 
manned by one correspondent.2 BBC Ukrainian has a few dozen reporters - both in 
Ukraine and abroad.2 


From June 2009 BBC Ukrainian aired hourly news broadcasts outside its morning and 
evening broadcasts. Radio broadcasts ceased on 29 April 2011, leaving only Internet 
publication. 


Programs[edit] 


“Morning with the BBC" and "Good evening from London" were two the most 
popular programs broadcast directly from the British capital and from Kiev, the latter 
was interactive. On Fridays BBC editors invited guests, well known persons in Ukraine, 
who were specialist in various fields: politicians, analysts, scientists etc. "Morning with 
the BBC" started at 6 a.m. Kiev time on weekdays and was broadcast for one hour by 
Radio Era and other partner stations. It was on air on ultra-short waves in Kharkov and 
Kiev regions. 


BBC Ukraine staff[edit] 


e Olga Burda, started her career as a teacher, worked in Donetsk oblast’. She has 


worked at the leading Ukrainian newspapers and TV channels, and then she became 


a radio journalist. 

e Alexander Bondarenko, has Diploma in Ukrainian philology, graduate of Lugansk 
Pedagogical University, worked at several Ukrainian TV channels. 

e Svitlana Dorosh, chief correspondent of BBC-Kiev office, obtained a degree in 
journalism at the Kyiv National University, she worked in the editors offices of Kiev 
newspapers, information agencies and radio stations. 

e Anastasia Zanuda is an economist, graduated from Kyiv Institute of National 
Economy, yet had worked as a translator, and then mastered journalist's skills. 

e Oles' Konoshevych is an international lawyer, graduated from the International 
Relations Department, Kyiv National University 

e Lubomir Krupnytskyy is a historian by qualification, graduated from Ternopil 
Pedagogical University. Yet, has a very vast professional experience as a journalist. 
Before joining the BBC service he worked as a correspondent for a number of well- 
known Ukrainian newspapers. 

e Svitlana Pyrkalo, producer of the Ukrainian Service, writer, journalist 

e Roman Lebed' was the youngest journalist at BBC-Ukraine, graduated from Lviv 
State University, before joining BBC he had worked at the local radio in Rivne 


e Olga Makarchuk, has a degree of translator of English and German languages. She 


worked on television and radio, was correspondent for BBC Ukrainian Service in 
Germany 

e Marta Shokalo, graduate of Kiev-Mohyla Academy, with a degree in Philosophy, 
worked at BBC-Ukraine as a journalist 
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More of the 2LO transmitting equipment. 


2LO was the second radio station to regularly broadcast in the United Kingdom (the first 
was 2MT). It began broadcasting on 11 May 1922, for one hour a day from the seventh 
floor of Marconi House in London's Strand, opposite Somerset House. 


Initially the power was 100 watts on 350 metres (857 kHz). 2LO was allowed to transmit 
for seven minutes, after which the "operator" had to listen on the wavelength for three 
minutes for possible instructions to close down. On 14 November 1922 the station was 
transferred to the new British Broadcasting Company which in 1923 took up the 

nearby Savoy Hill for its broadcasting studios. In 1927 the company became the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. On 9 March 1930 2LO was replaced by the BBC Regional 
Programme and the BBC National Programme. The letters LO continued to be used 
internally as a designation in the BBC for technical operations in the London area (for 
example, the numbering of all recordings made in London contained LO). The code LO 
was changed to LN in the early 1970s. 


The 2LO transmitter now belongs to the Science Museum, having been donated by 
Crown Castle International on 7 November 2002. ™ It is now on show in the Information 
Age gallery on the second floor of the museum. 


Marconi House was demolished in 2006, apart from the listed facade, which will be 
incorporated into a new hotel complex.! A first-hand account of a broadcast from 2LO is 
given in The Spell of London by Henry Vollam Morton. 


The 'LO' part of 2LO's callsign was adopted in 1924 by the metropolitan radio station 

in Melbourne which, since 1932, has been a part of the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation. The station, 3LO, still has this callsign allocated to it, but since 2000 it has 
used different on-air names, first 774 ABC Melbourne and since 2017, Radio Melbourne. 
Bı The amateur radio callsign G2LO is currently held by the staff association at Arqiva, 
formerly Crown Castle International, formerly the domestic part of BBC Transmitter 
Department." 
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The BBC's radio studio in Birmingham, from the BBC Hand Book 1928, which described it as 
"Europe's largest studio". 


5IT was a British Broadcasting Company (later BBC) radio station which broadcast 
from Birmingham, England, between 1922 and 1927. 


Birmingham was the first British city outside London to have a radio service from the 
newly formed British Broadcasting Company, with 5IT starting regular broadcasting 
from its Witton base at 17:00 on 15 November 1922," one day after 2LO started daily 
BBC broadcasting from London! and one hour before the 18:00 launch 

of Manchester's 2ZY."! 5IT pioneered many innovations in early broadcasting, 

launching Children's Hour in 1922, developing sophisticated methods of programme 
control and employing the first full-time announcers in 1923.5! The station's first 
announcer on its opening night was its general manager Percy Edgar,’ who was to be 
the dominant figure in Birmingham broadcasting and the BBC's most influential regional 
director until his retirement in 1948.” 


5IT moved its studios from Witton to a former cinema in New Street in 1923, moving 
again in 1926 to a completely new building in Broad Street with two studios - one of the 
largest the country, ! if not Europe. The Broad Street studios now controlled and made 


programmes for a region stretching across central England from The 
Potteries to Norfolk. 


From 21 August 1927 the low-powered city station 5IT was replaced by 

the 5GB (the BBC Midland Region) - the first of the BBC's regional services"! - broadcast 
from the new high powered Daventry transmitting station at Borough 

Hill near Daventry. 
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2ZY was the name of a radio station established by the British Broadcasting 

Company in Manchester, England, in 1922. Part of the newly nationalized British 
Broadcasting Corporation from 1 January 1927, the station continued broadcasting 
under the 2ZY name until its transmissions came to be referred to, from 9 March 1930, 
as "the Manchester programme". Subsequently, on 17 May 1931, the Manchester 
station - broadcasting from a new high-powered station at Moorside Edge - became the 
main production centre of the newly launched BBC North Regional Programme, which 
was to remain on air until the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939. 


2ZY aired its first test transmission on 450 metres on 17 May 1922 and regular 
broadcasting from the station started on 15 November 1922, just one day after sister 
station in London, 2LO, had begun transmitting daily programmes. On the same 

day, 5IT began in Birmingham and eight other stations opened in subsequent months 
across Britain. The frequency chosen for 2ZY was then 385 metres medium wave. The 
programmes were at first broadcast from the Metropolitan-Vickers electricity works in 
Old Trafford. The ornate iron water tower at the works was the site of the transmitter. 


Relays[edit] 


From 1922 to 1924 all the programmes broadcast by these early stations were made 
locally as networking was not technically possible, but when quality improved the 
majority of output was provided by London. The idea of re-transmitting a service ina 
neighbouring area was tried in May 1924 when the Glasgow service from station 5SC 
was picked up and rebroadcast from a transmitter in Edinburgh. 2ZY became the first 
English station to do this when its signal was "relayed" to a transmitter 

covering Liverpool from 11 June 1924 (the station was called 6LV) and 

the Leeds/Bradford area on 8 July 1924 (station 2LS). Hull was next (station 6KH, from 
15 August 1924) and Nottingham followed (station 5NG opened on 16 September 1924). 
The last of that period was a relay to the Stoke-on-Trent area (from station 6ST) which 
began on 21 October 1924. All of these services carried the main output of 2ZY, which 
was the most relayed of all the early core BBC radio services: a useful practical 
experiment for BBC engineers of the day. 


Stereo[edit] 


In July 1925 the BBC opened a much higher powered transmitter at Daventry which 
broadcast on 1562 metres longwave and was receivable across most of Britain. The 
station was called 5XX and it conducted its first experimental stereo broadcast from a 
concert in Manchester. (The 5XX longwave transmitter beamed the right hand channel 
and all the local BBC medium wave transmitters including 2ZY broadcast the left hand 
channel). A central Control Room was opened in Piccadilly Gardens in 1929 from where 
many network radio programmes were produced or broadcast. Radio plays and 
concerts were staged in an old converted repertory theatre hall in Hulme which was 
renamed ‘The Radio Playhouse'.4 


Orchestras[edit] 


In order to fill the hours of airtime, Dan Godfrey Junior, 2ZY station manager, decided to 
create an orchestra of twelve players (the 2ZY Orchestra) specifically to perform for the 
station. He also instigated a chorus and an opera company for it. This enabled 2ZY to 
start a variety of regular live music broadcasts and this meant that a number of works 
by British composers, were given their first radio airing by the 2ZY Orchestra, 

including Elgar's Enigma Variations, Holst's The Planets and Elgar's The Dream of 
Gerontius. The 2ZY Orchestra was renamed the Northern Wireless Orchestra in 1926 
which went on to play an important role in the formation of the BBC Philharmonic 
Orchestra." 


Closure[edit] 


After the launching on 9 March 1930 of the BBC National Programme (and the 
consequent dropping of such "call signs" as 2LO), the BBC's service from the erstwhile 
2XY became known as "the Manchester Programme". With the opening on 17 May 1931 
of a new high-powered station at Moorside Edge, the output from Manchester became 
the core of the BBC North Regional Programme. Under wartime conditions, the National 
and Regional Programmes were merged in 1939 into the Home Service. 


Inspired by 2ZY[edit] 


In 2012, former BBC Radio Manchester Managing Editor, John Ryan, launched an 
independent production company called 2ZY. ma 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Regional Programme 
e List of oldest radio stations 
e Moses Baritz 


References[edit] 


1. ^ The G3NGD Amateur Radio Website:The Metro-Vick Radio Transmitter 2ZY, John 
Beaumont, retrieved 21 July 2009 

2. ^ RussjJ. Graham. "A local service". Archived from the original on 15 May 2009. 
Retrieved 21 July 2009. 

3. ^ Old Radio Broadcasting Equipment and Memories: Manchester Control Room, Tony 
Nutall, archived from the original on 11 December 2008, retrieved 21 July 2009 

4. ^ Old Radio Broadcasting Equipment and Memories: The Playhouse Theatre, Manchester, 
Tony Nutall, archived from the original on 11 December 2008, retrieved 21 July 2009 

5. ^ History of the BBC Philharmonic, BBC, retrieved 21 July 2009 

6. ^ Graham, Russ J (2001), A local service, Radiomusications, Transdiffusion Broadcasting 
System, archived from the original on 15 May 2009, retrieved 21 July 2009 

7. ^ John Ryan launches new radio indie, How-do, archived from the original on 1 July 2012, 
retrieved 15 June 2012 

8. ^ 2ZY Independent Radio Production Company, 2ZY Limited, retrieved 15 June 2012 


2BD 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


2BD 


Broadcast City of Aberdeen 


area 


Frequency 606 kHz : 495 m MW 
First air date 10 October 1923 
Format Light music, comedy, news and sport 


Owner BBC 


2BD was a local radio station opened on 10 October 1923 in Aberdeen, Scotland, by 

the British Broadcasting Company (later to become the British Broadcasting 
Corporation). Operating from a studio at the rear of a shop belonging to Aberdeen 
Electrical Engineering at 17 Belmont Street and a transmitter located on the premises of 
the Aberdeen Steam Laundry Company, the station broadcast on a frequency of 

606 kHz (495 m) medium wave.” 


Planning[edit] 


After being appointed managing director of the BBC in 1922, John Reith instigated a 
programme of expansion of the radio network in the United Kingdom, increasing the 
number of local stations from three to twenty in a relatively short period of time. 
Aberdeen was one of the first new stations to be put on air. 


Inception([edit] 


The opening ceremony for the station was conducted by the Marquis of Aberdeen at 
9pm on 10 October 1923, followed by a performance from the Band of the 2nd Gordon 
Highlanders. Those attending the launch included the Lord Provost of 

Aberdeen, BBC MD John Reith, station director R. E. Jeffery, and chief engineer Peter 
Eckersley. 


Technical data[edit] 


Inside the studio, broadcasters used a single microphone on a wheeled base, which 
severely restricted the number of users at any one time. Being transmitted from the 
Aberdeen Steam Laundry Company building, the signal then travelled to an aerial slung 
between two Marconi radio masts sited beside some nearby electrical generators (which 
frequently interfered with broadcasts). Although the transmitter was of low power, it 
was reported that the first programmes were heard in Norway and, similarly, 
subsequent broadcasts more than a year later could be heard in the United States 
during "International Radio Week". 


Format([edit] 


During a live six-hour transmission day, the station supplied a mix of light music, 
comedy, news, and sports reporting. A former Scottish football referee, Peter Craigmyle, 
broadcast a 15-minute programme once a week devoted to previewing sports events.” 


The station had its own "2BD Repertory Company" with members including William 
Mair, Daisy Moncur, Grace Wilson and George Dewar. It had its own 12-piece orchestra, 
supplemented by harmonica player Donald Davidson, although they were reduced to 
eight members in 1926, and disbanded after the demise of the station.4 


Comedy was supplied by entertainers such as Jessie R. F. Allan, and many other artistes 
appeared before the microphone, including local boy Harry Gordon and character 
actress Mabel Constanduris.4 


Expansion and decline[edit] 


In May 1925, 2BD's premises were extended to take in number 15 Belmont Street; 
however, in 1926 the "Geneva Frequency Plan" cut the number of available 
wavelengths by 50%. 2BD's frequency was changed to 610 kHz (491.8 m) with effect 
from 14 November 1926 and then a month later - because of the interference caused 
by 2BD having to share a frequency with the BBC's Birmingham station, 5IT - to 600 kHz 
(500 m). In time, the Aberdeen station, along with other local Scottish transmitters, was 
replaced by a Scottish Regional Programme covering most of the country on a single 
high-power medium-wave frequency, while a long-wave transmitter (sited first 

at Chelmsford, then Daventry, and finally at Droitwich) was powerful enough to provide 
a National Programme audible throughout most of the United Kingdom, and "2BD" was 
last heard from in 1929.4 The BBC broadcasting centre subsequently moved to larger 
premises in Beechgrove Terrace, which were demolished and replaced by a new 
building on the same site in the year 2000." 
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2BE (defunct) 


City Belfast 


Broadcast area Northern Ireland 


Frequency 689 kHz (initially) 
First air date 15 September 1924 
Format News, information, entertainment 


Owner British Broadcasting Company, 


British Broadcasting Corporation 


2BE was the call sign of the first official radio station to broadcast in Northern Ireland. 
Operated by the British Broadcasting Company (later the British Broadcasting 
Corporation), it started transmissions from Belfast on 15 September 1924 using a 
wavelength of 435 m (689 kHz). 


On 20 March 1936 the Belfast transmitter was replaced by a new, more powerful 
transmitter broadcasting from Lisnagarvey on a wavelength of 307 m (977 kHz), the 
service having been renamed as the Northern Ireland Regional Programme on 6 January 
1935. 


With the resumption of regional broadcasting after World War II, this station became the 
Northern Ireland Home Service, and later BBC Radio 4 Northern Ireland. 2BE's successor 
station today is BBC Radio Ulster. 


See also[edit] 

e BBC 

e BBC Northern Ireland 

e BBC Radio Ulster 
External links[edit] 


e www.bbc.co.uk/radioulster Homepage of BBC Radio Ulster 
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BBC Broadcasting House in London. 


The BBC Allied Expeditionary Forces Programme was a radio station in the mid- 
1940s. 


Historyledit] 


At the outbreak of World War Il, the BBC had merged its two nationwide radio services, 
the BBC Regional Programme and the BBC National Programme, into a single BBC Home 
Service. On 7 January 1940, this was supplemented by a station aimed at British forces 
serving at home (and, until Dunkirk, in France and Belgium), the BBC Forces 
Programme. 


With the arrival of troops from the United States and Canada in the run-up to D-Day, the 
Forces Programme was replaced by a service more tailored to the new audience, 

the BBC General Forces Programme, which also broadcast on shortwave for service 
people in the Asian theatre of operations. 


When Operation Overlord, the Allied invasion of occupied Europe, began, it was felt by 
the Allied governments that a joint service of entertainment, news and information for 
the fighting troops would be a better use of resources than providing separate services 
from American Forces Network (AFN), BBC and Canadian Broadcasting 

Corporation (CBC) stations. 


The combined station, called the A//ied Expeditionary Forces Programme and operated 
by the BBC on behalf of the Allied forces, began broadcasting on 7 June 1944, the day 

after the Normandy landings, on 514 metres (583kHz), providing a service dominated 

by cabaret and swing music. 


The station closed soon after VE-Day on 28 July 1945 when the British Forces Network, 
AFN and CBC had established their own services in the areas each force was occupying. 
The following day, the BBC Light Programme began. 
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For the unrelated but similarly named military radio and television service, see British 
Forces Broadcasting Service. 


BBC Broadcasting House in London. 


The BBC Forces Programme was a BEC radio station which operated from 7 January 
1940 until 26 February 1944. 


Foundation[edit] 


Upon the outbreak of World War II, the BBC closed the existing BBC National 
Programme and BBC Regional Programme, combining the two to form a single channel 
known as the BBC Home Service. 


Domestically, the BBC's medium-wave transmitters continued to broadcast only the 
Home Service until the start of 1940, when - the lack of choice and of lighter 
programming for people serving in the Armed Forces having been noted - some of the 
former regional frequencies (804 and 877 kHz) were given over to a new service known 
as the BBC Forces Programme. 


Programming[edit] 


The BBC Home Service had been put together in a hurry and many of the pre-war 
favourite programmes had been lost. The new network mainly concentrated on news, 
informational programmes and music - in the early days of the war the theatre 
organist Sandy MacPherson provided several hours a day of light organ music to fill 
gaps in the schedule. 


It became clear that the members of the armed services during the Phoney War, 
especially those in France who had been expecting to fight, were now mainly sat in 
barracks with little to do. The BBC Forces Programme was launched to appeal directly to 
these men. 


Although intended for soldiers, civilians in England could receive the Forces Programme. 
Among them it became more popular than the Home Service, and after the Battle of 
France the Forces Programme continued to broadcast in the United Kingdom.™ The 
Forces Programme's mixture of drama, comedy, popular music, features, quiz shows 
and variety was richer and more varied than the former National, although it continued 
to supply lengthy news bulletins and informational programmes and talk. Programming 
was developed for specific services - “Ack Ack Beer Beer" for the anti-aircraft and 
barrage balloon stations, “Garrison Theatre" for the Army, “Danger - Men at 

Work", "Sincerely Yours, Vera Lynn" and "Hi Gang" for the forces generally. 


Initially the station was on the air from 11.00am until 11.00pm. However from Sunday 
16 June 1940 the station would commence its broadcasting day from 6.30am and would 
continue until 11.00pm. These broadcasting hours remained in place until the new BBC 
General Forces Programme began on Sunday 27 February 1944, with the new General 
Forces Programme maintaining the same broadcasting hours. 


Commonwealth troops had broadcasts designed for them on the Forces Programme. 
From 1942 American troops also received their own broadcasts on the service; 

popular American variety programming, such as Charlie McCarthy, The Bob Hope Show, 
and The Jack Benny Program, appeared on the BBC for the first time. The British 
benefited from wartime co-operation; they only had to pay $60 for The Bob Hope Show, 
which cost $12,000 to produce. tennes A brief daily programme on American sports 
also began, as did rebroadcasts of the American military's Command 

Performance and Mail Call. The broadcasts led to concerns over "Americanisation" of the 
BBC, but a BBC executive stated that 90% of British soldiers would choose American 
music if they had a choice. 


Closure[edit] 


The BBC Forces Programme was replaced when the influx of American soldiers, used to 
a different style of entertainment programming, had to be catered for in the run up 

to D-Day. The replacement service was named the BBC General Forces Programme and 
was also broadcast on the shortwave frequencies of the BBC Overseas Service (which 
itself had been known until 1939 as the BBC Empire Service and was relaunched again 
in 1965 as the BBC World Service). 


After VE-Day, the frequencies of the former National Programme (200 and 1149 kHz) 
were taken over by the new BBC Light Programme. 


Inheritance[edit] 


The pre-war National Programme, whilst using the same frequencies and transmitters 
as the post-war Light Programme, was not the general entertainment network its 
successor the Light Programme became. The Light Programme was more of a child of 
the Forces and General Forces Programme, with a style of presentation and 
programming that had not existed in the United Kingdom before the war. 
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BBC Broadcasting House in London 


The BBC General Forces Programme was a BEC radio station from 27 February 1944 
until 31 December 1946. 


Foundation[edit] 


sla the outbreak of World War Il, the BBC closed the existing BBC National 
Programme and BBC Regional Programme, combining the two to form a single channel 
known as the BBC Home Service. 


The former transmitters of the National Programme continued to broadcast the Home 
Service until 1940, when the lack of choice and lighter programming for people serving 
in the Armed Forces was noted. At that point, some frequencies were given to a new 
entertainment network, the BBC Forces Programme. 


The BBC Forces Programme was replaced when the influx of American soldiers, used to 
a different style of entertainment programming, had to be catered for in the run up 

to D-Day. The replacement service was named the BBC General Forces Programme and 
was also broadcast on shortwave on the frequencies of the BBC Empire Service (itself 
reborn after the war as the BBC General Overseas Service and now known as the BBC 
World Service). 


Programming[edit] 


The BBC Forces Programme was launched to appeal directly to those members of the 
armed services during the Phony War who were mainly sat in barracks with little to do. 


Its mixture of drama, comedy, popular music, features, quiz shows and variety was 
richer and more varied than the former National Programme, although it continued to 
supply lengthy news bulletins and informational programmes and talk. 


However, when the American servicemen arrived en masse in 1943 and 1944 in 
preparation for Operation Overlord, they found even the richer Forces Programme 
shows to be staid and slow compared with the existing output of the American 
networks. 


In response to appeals from General Eisenhower, the BBC abolished the Forces 
Programme and established the General Forces Programme, designed to provide a 
mixture of programming suitable for American and British audiences and also to appeal 
to the "Home Front", who, research had shown, wished to listen to the same output as 
the forces once fighting had broken out. 


As well as a large number of American network and Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation programmes, the General Forces Programme also offered British 
programming: 


British productions[edit] 


e Shipmates Ashore - for the Merchant Navy (starring Evelyn Laye and Doris Hare) 

e Navy Mixture with Joy Nichols 

e Forces' Favourites - a record request show (later Family Favourites 

e War Office Calling the Army - information and news for servicemen 

e Strike A Home Note - for Scottish servicemen overseas 

e Welsh Half Hour 

e SEAC- a newsletter for the South East Asian theatre 

e Hello Gls - a newsletter for Americans in Britain 

e Mediterranean Merry Go Round - made up of Stand Easy for the Army, Much Binding 
in the Marsh for the RAF and HMS Waterlogged for the Navy. 


The General Forces Programme maintained the previous broadcasting hours of the BBC 
Forces Programme, on the air each day from 6.30am until 11.00pm. 


Closure[edit] 


After VE-Day, the British longwave frequencies of the General Forces Programme 
became the BBC Light Programme on 29 July 1945. The service continued broadcasting 
by shortwave to areas that were still seeing fighting, and after VJ-Day to occupying 
forces in each former occupied and enemy country. 


As Britain began to disengage from each fighting area and civilian rule was restored and 
the soldiers demobbed, the reason for the existence of the General Forces Programme 
faded. In each area it was slowly replaced by the BBC General Overseas Service until 
complete closure on 31 December 1946. 


Legacy[edit] 


The Light Programme - as a general entertainment network featuring programming and 
a style of presentation that had not existed in the United Kingdom before the war - was 
far more a child of the General Forces Programme than of the pre-war BBC National 
Programme whose frequencies and transmitters it inherited. 
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BBC Broadcasting House in London. 


The BBC Home Service was a British national radio station that broadcast from 1939 
until 1967, when it became the current BBC Radio 4. 


Development([edit] 


Between the 1920s and the outbreak of the Second World War, the BBC developed two 
nationwide radio services, the BBC National Programme and the BBC Regional 
Programme. As well as a basic service programmed from London, the Regional 
Programme included programming originating in six regions. Although the programme 
items attracting the greatest number of listeners tended to appear on the National, the 
two services were not streamed: they were each designed to appeal "across the board" 
to a single, but variegated, audience by offering between them and at most times of the 
day a choice of programme type, rather than simply catering, each of them exclusively, 
to two distinct audiences. 


Second World Warfedit] 


On 1 September 1939, the BBC merged the two programmes into one national service 
from London. The reasons given included the need to prevent enemy aircraft from using 
differentiated output from the Regional Programme's transmitters as navigational 
beacons. To this end, the former regional transmitters were synchronised in chains on 
(initially) two frequencies, 668 (South) and 767 kHz (North), with an additional chain of 
low-powered transmitters (known as "Group H") on 1474 kHz appearing later.“! Under 
this arrangement regional broadcasting in its pre-war form was no longer feasible, but 
much of the programming was gradually decentralised to the former regional studios 
because of the risks from enemy attack/bombing/invasion in London, and broadcast 
nationally. 


The new service was named the Home Service, which was also the internal designation 
at the BBC for domestic radio broadcasting (the organisation had also had Television 
Service and Overseas Service departments). 


During the war, the BBC Home Service would air each day from 7.00am in the morning 
until a quarter past midnight, with main news bulletins airing at 7.00am, 8.00am, 
1.00pm, 6.00pm, 9.00pm and Midnight. 


Post-war[edit] 


On 29 July 1945, the BBC resumed its previous regional structure, though true regional 
radio stations would not return till the 1970s, and began "streaming" “2uHcationneede its radio 
services. Following the wartime success of the Forces and General Forces Programmes, 
light entertainment was transferred to the new BBC Light Programme, whilst "heavier" 
programming - news, drama, discussion, etc - remained on the regionalised Home 
Service. 


Popular light programming, such as /TMA, remained on the Home Service, and some 
speech programming of the type pioneered by the Forces Programmes - the newly 
launched Woman's Hour being very much in this mould - was on the Light Programme. 


Once war was over, the BBC Home Service adjusted its broadcasting hours, now 
commencing at 6.25am each weekday and at 7.50am on Sundays. The broadcasting 


day would end around 11.10pm each night. By 1964 the Home Service was on the air 
each day from 6.35am (7.50am on Sundays) and would conclude each night at the 
precise time of 11.48pm. 


Regions[edit] 


The Home Service had seven regions. London and South East England was served by 
the "basic" Home Service, which was not considered a region by the BBC and acted as 
the sustaining service for the other regions. 


A shortage of frequencies meant that the Northern Ireland Regional Home Service was 
treated as part of the North Regional Home Service, as the Northern Ireland service 
used the same frequency as a North service booster. The Northern Ireland service was 
separated from the North region on 7 January 1963. 
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Programming[edit] 


The Service provided between five and seven national news bulletins a day from 
London, and drama, talks and informational programmes. Non-topical talk programmes 
and heavier drama output were transferred to the BBC Third Programme when it began 
broadcasting on 29 September 1946. 


Music[edit] 


During the day, the Service included programmes of classical music. These were 
reduced in number when government limits on radio broadcasting hours were relaxed in 
1964 and the BBC Music Programme began broadcasting during the daytime on the 
frequencies of the (evening-only) Third Programme. They disappeared when the Music 
Programme began regular 0700-1830 broadcasting daily on 22 March 1965. 


Schools[edit] 


The Service broadcast educational programmes for schools during the day, backed with 
booklets and support material. 


Reorganisation[edit] 


Programmes were reorganised across the three BBC networks on 30 September 1957, 
with much of the Service's lighter content transferring to the Light Programme and the 
establishment of the BBC Third Network, which used the frequencies of the Third 
Programme to carry the Service's adult education content (BBC Study Session) and the 
Home and Light's sports coverage (BBC Sports Service) as well as the Third Programme 
itself. 


BBC Radio 4[edit] 
Main article: BBC Radio 4 


On 30 September 1967, the BBC split the Light Programme into a pop music service and 
an entertainment network. The Light Programme became BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 2. 
The BBC Third Programme became BBC Radio 3, with the Music Programme losing its 
separate identity (the Third Programme, Study Session, and Sports Service retained 
their identities under the banner of BBC Network Three until 4 April 1970). The Home 
Service was renamed BBC Radio 4. 


Regional radio legacy[edit] 


Initially, Radio 4 continued to provide for regional programming and scheduling, and the 
BBC's programme journal Radio Times listed the channel's offerings under the heading 
"BBC Radio Four - Home Service", with particular reference to the seven broadcasting 
regions: London, Midland, North, Northern Ireland, Scottish, Welsh, and West. 


"Broadcasting in the Seventies"[edit] 


With the introduction of BBC Local Radio, starting with BBC Radio Leicester on 8 
November 1967, it was felt that the future of non-national broadcasting lay in local 
rather than regional services. The BBC produced a report, "Broadcasting in the 
Seventies", on 10 July 1969, proposing the reorganisation of programmes on the 
national networks and the end of regional broadcasting. 


The report began to be implemented on 4 April 1970 and the Home Service regions 
gradually disappeared, with some of their frequencies reallocated to Independent Local 
Radio, until 23 November 1978 when Radio 4 was given the 

national longwave frequency previously used by Radio 2 and was relaunched as Radio 4 
UK, with two additional longwave transmitters opened in Scotland. 


National regions[edit] 


The "national regions" became BBC Radio Scotland, BBC Radio Wales / BBC Radio 
Cymru and BBC Radio Ulster, at first relaying the majority of Radio 4 programming but 
later becoming completely independent. 


East Anglia region[edit] 


During the 1970s Radio 4 FM in the East of England (Tacolneston, Peterborough and 
relays) carried a breakfast magazine programme, Roundabout East Anglia, the region 
lacking any BBC Local Radio.2 The service closed in mid 1980, ahead of the opening 
of BBC Radio Norfolk. 


South West region[edit] 


The last Regional Home Service was an FM opt-out of Radio 4 for Devon and Cornwall as 
the "South West Region". Morning Sou'West was also carried on several low power 
medium-wave transmitters. The programme ended on 31 December 1982, ahead of the 
launch of BBC Radio Cornwall and BBC Radio Devon on 17 January 1983. 


English regional news bulletins[edit] 


Radio 4 FM continued to carry four daily five-minute regional news bulletins on Mondays 
to Saturdays until mid-1980, by which time BBC Local Radio had reached most areas of 
England. The wide coverage of the Holme Moss transmitter meant that listeners in 
much of Northern England received combined North and North-West news. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Radio 
e Timeline of the BBC 
e Stations of the BBC 


e BBC English Regions 
e Radio drama 
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BBC Broadcasting House in London. 


The Light Programme was a BBC radio station which broadcast chiefly 
mainstream light entertainment and music from 1945 until 1967, when it was 
rebranded as BBC Radio 2. It opened on 29 July 1945, taking over 

the longwave frequency which had earlier been used - prior to the outbreak of 
the Second World War in September 1939 - by the BBC National Programme. 


The service was intended as a domestic replacement for the wartime BBC Forces 
Programme (later, the General Forces Programme) which had proved popular with 
civilian audiences in Britain as well as members of the armed forces. 


History[edit] 


The longwave signal on 200 kHz/1500 metres was transmitted from Droitwich in 

the Midlands (as it still is today for Radio 4, although adjusted slightly to 198 kHz/1515 
metres in 1988), and gave fairly good coverage of most of the United Kingdom, 
although a number of low-power mediumwave transmitters (using 1214 kHz/247 
metres) were added later to fill in local blank spots. Over the course of the 1950s and 
1960s, the Light Programme (along with the BBC's two other national programmes, 
the Home Service and the Third Programme) gradually became available on what was 
known at the time as VHF, as the BBC developed a network of local FM transmitters. 


From its first day of broadcasting in 1945 until Monday 2 September 1957, the Light 
Programme would be on the air from 9 am until midnight each day, apart from Sundays 
when it would come on the air at 8 am. From Monday 2 September 1957, the Light 
Programme's broadcasting hours would start to increase, with a new early morning start 
time of 7 am, later moving to 6:30 a.m. from Monday 29 September 1958. In 1964 
broadcasting hours were increased even more, with a new morning start time of 

5:30 am from Monday 31 August 1964. Up until September 1964, the Light Programme 
would always end its broadcasting day at midnight, however this changed on Sunday 27 
September 1964, when a new closedown time of 2:02 a.m. was introduced. merr 


The Light Programme closed down for the last time at 2:02 am on Saturday 30 
September 1967. At 5:30 a.m. on the same day it was replaced by Radio 1 on 

its mediumwave frequencies, and by Radio 2 (the renamed Light Programme) on 
its longwave frequency. The FM frequencies were mainly used by Radio 2 but 
sometimes by Radio 1 until that station acquired its own FM frequencies in 1988. 


The long-running soap opera The Archers was first heard nationally on the Light 
Programme, on 1 January 1951, although a week-long pilot version had been 
broadcast on the Midlands Home Service in 1950. 


Notable programmes[edit] 


e The Al Read Show 

e Appointment with Fear 
e The Archers 

e Beyond Our Ken 


e The Billy Cotton Band Show 
e Breakfast Special 


e Children's Favourites 

e The Clitheroe Kid 

e Dick Barton - Special Agent 

e Does The Team Think? 

e Educating Archie 

e Family Favourites 

e Friday Night Is Music Night 

e The Goon Show (repeats from the BBC Home Service) 
e Hancock's Half Hour 

e Have a Go! 

e Housewives' Choice 

e /gnorance is Bliss 

e I'm Sorry, I'll Read That Again 
e /ITMA (repeats from the BBC Home Service) 
e journey into Space 

e Children's Favourites 

e Life with the Lyons 

e Listen with Mother 

e Meet the Huggetts 

e Movie-Go-Round 

e Mrs Dale's Diary 


e Much Binding in the Marsh 
e Music While You Work 


e The Navy Lark 

e Orbiter X 

e Pick of the Pops 

e Radio Newsreel 

e Ray's a Laugh 

e Richard Attenborough's Record Rendezvous 
e Riders of the Range 

e Round the Horne 


Roundabout 

Shadow of Sumuru 

The Showband Show 
Sing Something Simple 
Sports Report 

Take It From Here 
Variety Bandbox 
Waterlogged Spa 
Welsh Rarebit 
Woman's Hour 
Workers' Playtime (BBC Home Service until September 1957) 


Presenters[edit] 


Barry Alldis 
Marjorie Anderson 
Richard Attenborough" 
Tim Brinton 
Michael Brooke 
Desmond Carrington 
Sam Costa 

Bill Crozier 

Alan Dell 

Robert Dougall 
David Dunhill 
John Dunn 

Don Durbridge 
Franklin Engelmann 
Peter Fettes 

Alan Freeman 
Tim Gudgin 

Peter Haigh 

Colin Hamilton 
Paul Hollingdale 
David Jacobs 
Brian Matthew 
jean Metcalfe 
Roger Moffat 

Pete Murray 
Phillip Slessor 
Douglas Smith 
Ken Sykora 

David Symonds 
John Webster 

Roy Williams 
Bruce Wyndham 


References[edit] 


^ "Light Programme - 26 September 1964 - BBC Genome". genome.ch.bbc.co.uk. 
^ "Light Programme - 2 September 1957 - BBC Genome". genome.ch. bbc.co.uk. 

^ "Light Programme - 29 September 1958 - BBC Genome". genome.ch.bbc.co.uk. 
^ "Light Programme - 29 July 1945 - BBC Genome". genome.ch. bbc.co.uk. 

^ Reynolds, Gillian (24 August 1996). "William Smethurst: the man who turned The 
Archers into a cult". The Telegraph. 

^ https://genome.ch.bbc.co.uk/656f9afff7134c55a271f709472f2248 


Vie NS 


o 


External links[edit] 
e Radio Rewind - The 1500m Light Programme 


BBC National Programme 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


BBC Broadcasting House in London. 


The BBC National Programme was a UK radio broadcasting service which was on the 
air from 9 March 1930 - when it replaced the earlier BBC radio station 5XX - until 1 
September 1939, when it was subsumed into the BBC Home Service, two days before 
the outbreak of World War Il. 


Foundation[edit] 


When the British Broadcasting Company (later to be nationalized as the British 
Broadcasting Corporation) began transmissions on 14 November 1922, the technology 


for both national coverage and joint programming between transmitters did not exist - 
transmitter powers were generally in the region of 1 kilowatt (kW). 


From 9 July 1924, however, the company began experimenting with higher 

power longwave transmissions from the Marconi company's site near Chelmsford in 
Essex, using the call sign 5XX. The experiments proved successful and on 27 July 1925 
the Chelmsford longwave transmitter was relocated to a more central site at Borough 
Hill near Daventry in Northamptonshire. This provided a "national service" of 
programmes originating in London, although it remained somewhat experimental and 
was supplementary to the BBC's locally based services, including its main London 
station, 2LO. 


Initially the national programme was transmitted on 187.5 kHz longwave but this was 
later changed, with the opening in 1934 of a new high-power longwave transmitter site 
at Droitwich, to 200 kHz, which was to remain the BBC's longwave frequency until 1978, 
when it was moved slightly to 198 kHz. Mediumwave transmitters were used to 
augment coverage. 


The Regional Scheme[edit] 


On 21 August 1927, the BBC opened a high power mediumwave transmitter at 

the Daventry 5GB site, to replace the existing local stations in the English Midlands. 
That allowed the experimental longwave transmitter 5XX to provide a service 
programmed from London for the majority of the population. This came to be called the 
BBC National Programme. 


By combining the resources of the local stations into one regional station in each area, 
with a basic sustaining service from London, the BBC hoped to increase programme 
quality whilst also centralising the management of the radio service. This was known 
as The Regional Scheme, and eventually resulted in the gradual extension throughout 
the 1930s of a separate BBC Regional Programme. 


The local stations were gradually either converted to regional relays or closed entirely 
and replaced by high-power Regional Programme transmitters. Some local studios were 
retained to provide for programming from specific areas within each region. Most 
transmitters also carried the BBC National Programme on a local frequency to 
supplement the longwave broadcasts from 5XX, initially these were on three separate 
frequencies in order to minimise interference, but by 1939, as the Regional Programme 
network expanded, the National Programme's three remaining mediumwave 
transmitters - at Brookmans Park (for London and the South East), Moorside Edge (for 
The North), and Westerglen (for Central Scotland) - were all using 1149 kHz. 


Broadcasting Hours[edit] 


The National Programme's broadcasting hours were from 10.15am until Midnight 
Mondays to Saturdays, with Sundays commencing broadcasting at 3.00pm, however by 
the mid 1930s broadcasting on a Sunday was extended to commence at around 
10.30am. 


BBC News on the National Programme would not air until at least 6.00pm each day. This 
was in agreement with the newspapers, so to ensure people would buy a morning 
newspaper. The national programme did not have a dedicated news department until 
1934, and only then was it used to edit and broadcast news material from other wire 
agencies in the country and around the world. The start of the second world war in 


September 1939 would see the start of a proper news service on the new BBC Home 
Service with morning news bulletins commencing at 7.00am each day. 


Closure[edit] 


Upon the outbreak of World War II, the BBC closed the Regional and National 
Programmes and replaced them with a single channel known as the BBC Home Service. 
The main transmitter network was synchronized between just two groups, using 668 
and 767 kHz, each of which could be turned off during air raids to prevent its signals 
being used as navigational beacons (with listeners required to retune in such an event 
to a low-powered single-frequency network on 1474 kHz). 


On 29 July 1945, within 12 weeks of VE Day, the BBC reactivated the Regional 
Programme, but retained the name "BBC Home Service". On the same date, the BBC 
Light Programme was launched, taking over the style and much of the function, as an 
entertainment channel, of the BBC Forces Programme (which had begun broadcasting in 
1940), as well as the Droitwich 200 kHz longwave frequency which had been used by 
the pre-war National Programme. 


Inheritance[edit] 


Both the National Programme and the Regional Programme provided a mixed 
mainstream radio service. Whilst the two services provided different programming, 
allowing listeners a choice, they were not streamed to appeal to different audiences, 
rather, they were intended to offer a choice of programming to a single audience. While 
using the same transmitters, the National Programme broadcast significantly more 
speech and classical music than its successor, the Light Programme. Similarly, the 
Regional Programme broadcast much more light music than its successor, the Home 
Service. 
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Radio 4 News FM 


DOG RADIO 


4° 


Broadcast area UK - National FM 
Frequency FM - 92 MHz - 95 MHz 
First air date 17 January 1991 

Last air date 2 March 1991 
Format Rolling news 

Owner BBC 


Radio 4 News FM was the BBC radio rolling news service that was on air during the 
first Gulf War from 16 January until 2 March 1991. It used BBC Radio 4's FM frequencies, 
whilst their regular scheduled service continued on longwave.“ This service was also 
broadcast on BBC World Service. Some journalists gave it the nickname Scud FM from 
the Scud missiles used by Iraqi forces in the war.®! 


The long-term impact of Radio 4 News FM was that the popularity of the station was 
taken as evidence that a rolling news service was required. In response, BBC Radio 5 
Live was launched in 1994." 


History[edit] 


When coalition forces began military operations against Iraq following Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait the previous year, the BBC discontinued broadcasting the usual mixed schedule 
on BBC Radio 4's FM frequency and replaced it with a rolling news service, known by the 
emergency staff as "Scud FM",5! named after "Saddam Hussein's most notorious 
weapon," the Russian-made Scud missile which Iraq was firing at Tel Aviv. 


BBC staff had managed to launch a 17-hours-a-day rolling news channel (without time 
to concoct an official name) with less than 24 hours’ notice and provided the listener 
with "access to the raw material, the events as they unfolded, from the daily military 
press conferences, the Presidential briefings to what it was like living in Baghdad, in Tel 
Aviv, with the troops in Saudi Arabia". 


The service was run by Jenny Abramsky and produced by volunteers, working on their 
days off: Brian Redhead, John Humphrys, Nick Clarke, Robin Lustig, Nicholas 
Witchell, Bob Simpson and Nick Rossa 


Journalist Georgina Henry wrote at the time: 


The continuation of Radio 4's rolling news service on the FM frequency has created 
friction at the BBC. Radio news and current affairs have the backing of the 

deputy director-general John Birt to keep it running for the duration of the war. But 
others see it as another example of empire-building by the expanding news and current 
affairs directorate. And there is concern about other Radio 4 programmes which are now 
only being heard on poorer-quality longwave. Michael Green, controller of Radio, is 
resigned to being unable to reclaim FM until September (unless war ends sooner) when 
it becomes Radio 4's dominant frequency. But, to reinforce the point that FM is not 
superseding his main service, most Radio 4 news and current affairs programs are 
banned from the FM schedule. 


However, many BBC radio executives and Radio 4 listeners were unhappy about the 
loss of the FM stereo service, so when the conflict ended on 2 March 1991 the rolling 
news service stopped. A later Henry article reported: 


Internal BBC politics lies behind the decision to abruptly close Radio 4's FM news service 
last Saturday with so much still to report in the aftermath of the war. It appears that a 
move by the top brass John Birt and Michael Checkland to appease senior radio 
executives, less than happy with the rolling news services that took away their Radio 4 
FM frequency for the duration of the war. If the frequency immediately reverted to the 
regular Radio 4 service, it was argued, tempers would be calmed and the way smoothed 
to more reasoned discussions about whether the BBC should have a permanent radio 
news service. Those who have become addicted hope that it will: audience research 
shows that it has attracted new listeners to Radio 4, although the BBC has a problem 
over what frequency it could allocated in the long term. It can't be FM, due to become 
Radio 4's main frequency in September, but long-wave listening is diminishing among 
the BBC's target audience for such a service." 


Despite this, 29% of all radio listeners and 68% of Radio 4 listeners heard it and an 
extra 1.5 million people listened to Radio 4 on both longwave and FM frequencies. 


Impact on the BBC's radio structure[edit] 


Listeners wrote in "saying the new service was a lifeline".~ The success of Radio 4 News 
FM convinced the BBC that a national radio rolling news network was required. 
However, Radio 4 listeners marched on Broadcasting House to preserve their FM and 
AM frequencies when it was suggested that the new service might launch on Radio 4's 
long wave frequency. 


In The Daily Telegraph, Gillian Reynolds suggested: "Now that the BBC has created, 
instantly and effectively, an all-news network, would it not be a tremendous waste to 
un-invent it? The answer is obvious... the bold plan would be to collapse Radio 5, put its 
schools programmes onto a subscriber cassette service, and bring news and sport 
together in a new service". 


The corporation replaced the "improvised and disjointed" BBC Radio 5, which had been 
launched in 1990, with BBC Radio 5 Live, "a coherent and cohesive... service of 
intelligent news and sport for a younger audience".“! The new station launched on 28 
March 1994. 
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This article is about the former BBC radio station. For the current (successor) BBC radio 
station, see BBC Radio 5 Live. 


BBC Radio 5 


BOG RADIO 
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M 


BBC Radio 5 logo 


Broadcast UK - National MW 


area 


Frequency 693 kHz, 909 kHz (990 kHz in West 
Wales) 


First air date 27 August 1990 
Last air date 27 March 1994 
Format Sport, education, children's programmes | 


Owner BBC 


BBC Radio 5, a BBC radio network, carried sport, children's and educational 
programmes from 1990 to 1994. 


It transmitted via analogue radio on 693 and 909 kHz, and lasted for three years and 
eight months. The success of BBC Radio 4's coverage of the Gulf War of 1990-1991, on 
a service nicknamed "Scud FM", demonstrated the popularity of a 24-hour radio 

news service. A rolling-news and sport station, named BBC Radio 5 Live, replaced Radio 
5 in March 1994. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 used the medium wave frequencies previously used to transmit BBC Radio 
2 from 23 November 1978 to 14 August 1990. It owed its existence to the broadcasting 
policy of the Conservative government of the time, who wished the BBC to end its 
longstanding practice of simulcasting its services on both AM and FM frequencies.® A 
number of programmes, which were previously broadcast as opt-outs on one frequency 
only, would otherwise have been left without a home. 


The station officially launched at 9 am on 27 August 1990, with five-year-old boy 
Andrew Kelly uttering the words: 


Hello, good morning and welcome to 
Radio 5. 


Prior to this,2! the new station's frequencies broadcast a long sequence of programming 
trails linked by Jon Briggs (one of the station's launch presenting team) and pre- 
recorded sketches from comedians Trevor Neal and Simon Hickson (consisting of the 
two larking about in the studio amid the strains of "Sailing By", and Trevor suddenly 
being cut off while he was reading his so-called "Ode to Radio 5"). The official first 
programme was Take Five, a pre-recorded programme by Bruno Brookes. 


Many saw the station as broadcasting programming the other four main BBC stations 
did not want, reflected in a speech by Jenny Abramsky, News International Visiting 
Professor of Broadcast Media 2002 at Exeter College, Oxford University: 


"The sports output from Radio 2 Medium Wave, all the Schools and Continuing 
Education programmes from Radio 4 FM, the Open University programmes from Radios 
3 and 4 FM and programmes for children and young people from Radio 4 and some 
World Service output. This was a network with no audience focus, born out of 
expediency." 


The station was on air daily from 6am until just after midnight although initially, apart 
from sports coverage, original programming was restricted to key times of the day - 
breakfast, mid-mornings and on weekdays, drive and programmes for young people 
during the evening. The rest of the day was filled with simulcasts of other BBC stations 
and airings of programmes from the BBC World Service were also heard. This filler 
output was broadcast for several hours each day, including weekday afternoons and 
weekend evenings. However the station gradually expanded its original programming. 
First to go, in autumn 1991, were the simulcasts of other BBC stations and the 
broadcasts of pre-recorded World Service programmes although the afternoon block of 
World Service programmes remained until summer 1992. The 6am World Service news 
bulletin simulcast remained throughout the station's time on air. 


The new network did allow the BBC to significantly enhance its sports coverage, 
especially in the later years. For example, during the 1992 Summer Olympic Games, the 
network devoted its entire output to the event™ and during the summer months, sports 
coverage was broadcast all afternoon every day of the week. 


In 1991, Operation Desert Storm was launched, the multinational response to the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. From 16 January, Radio 4's FM frequencies were used to provide 
an all-news network for the coverage of the war, dubbed 'Radio 4 News FM', or more 
popularly in the media as 'Scud FM' .& Despite protests from BBC Radio 4 listeners, the 


BBC mainly received praise for the quality of the service and the speed with which it 
was set up. Following the end of the conflict, Radio 4 resumed its normal schedule but 
the positive response to 'Scud FM' made the BBC commence a review into the 
possibility of providing a full-time news station, leading to the broadcast of a similar 
service on long wave during the 1992 UK general election campaign. Due to the 
resistance to any use of Radio 4 FM or LW frequencies, it was decided that Radio 5, 
criticised by John Birt as “improvised and disjointed", would relaunch as a combined 
news and sport channel. 


Closure[edit] 


The "old" Radio 5 signed off at midnight on Sunday 27 March 1994 with a pre- 
recorded Nigel and Earl sketch at the end of one of the network's Irish music magazine 
programme Across the Line. Ten minutes later, the frequencies closed down for the 
night following a generic BBC Radio News and Sport bulletin and the new Radio Five 
Live began its 24-hour service at 5 am on Monday 28 March 1994. 


Programmes[edit] 
WeekdayS[edit] 


e Morning Edition with Sarah Ward, Jon Briggs, Danny Baker and Michele Stephens 

e This Family Business and The AM Alternative with Johnnie Walker 

e The Health Show with Angela Rippon 

e Sound Advice with Guy Michelmore, Daire Brehan and Liz Barclay 

e The Crunch with Liz Kershaw 

e BFBS Worldwide 

e Sportsbeat with Ross King and Tommy Boyd 

e A Game of Two Halves with John Inverdale, Frances Edmonds, Caron 
Keating and Mark Kermode 

e Five Aside with Sue McGarry and Julian Worricker 

e John Inverdale's Drive-in 


Weekends[edit] 


e On Your Marks with Mark Curry 

e Get Set with Steve Johnson 

e Go! with Ross King and Garth Crooks 
e = Sportscall with Dominik Diamond 

e Sunday Edition with Barry Johnston 

e Simon Fanshawe's Sunday Brunch 


EveningS[edit] 


e Hit The North with Mark Radcliffe and Marc Riley (featured the first ever radio 
session from Oasis) 

e Fabulous with Mark Lamarr/Johnny Vaughan 

e Fantasy Football League with Dominik Diamond 

e Room 101], a later transfer to television 

e 6-0-6 with Danny Baker/David Mellor 


e Formula Five 

e They Think It's All Over with Des Lynam, another transfer to TV 
e Cult Radio with Marc Riley 

e Le Top, a translated version of the chart show on Europe 1. 

e Across The Line, produced by BBC Northern Ireland 

e The Mark Steel Solution (first series only) 

e Rave with Rob Brydon 


Presenters[edit] 
Former presenters[edit] 


e Miranda Rae (British radio DJ) 
See also[edit] 

e HESBBC portal 
e Radio Stations of the BBC 
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BBC Broadcasting House in London. 


The BBC Regional Programme was a UK radio broadcasting service which was on the 
air from 9 March 1930 - when it replaced a number of earlier BBC local stations - until 1 
September 1939, when it was subsumed into the BBC Home Service, two days before 
the outbreak of World War Il. 


Foundation[edit] 


When the British Broadcasting Company first began transmissions on 14 November 
1922 from station 2LO in the Strand, Westminster, London, which it had inherited from 
the Marconi Company (one of the six commercial companies which created the BBC), 
the technology did not yet exist either for national coverage or for joint programming 
between transmitters. Whilst it was possible to combine large numbers 

of trunk telephone lines to link transmitters for individual programmes, the process was 
expensive and not encouraged by the General Post Office as it tied up large parts of the 
telephone network. The stations that followed the establishment of 2LO in London were 
therefore autonomously programmed using local talent and facilities. 


By May 1923, simultaneous broadcasting was technically possible, at least between 
main transmitters and relay stations, but the quality was not felt to be high enough to 
provide a national service or regular simultaneous broadcasts. 


In 1924, it was felt that technical standards had improved enough for London to start to 
provide the majority of the output, cutting the local stations back to providing items of 
local interest. 


Original local stations[edit] 


Each of these stations broadcast at approximately 1 kW. 


| Airdate Station City Initial 


me 
eae > = TO upon 
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= 
fae ae 
cA 


14 November 
1922 


15 November 
1922 


15 November 
1922 


13 February 
1923 


Bournemouth 


Belfast 682 kHz 


6 March 1923 


10 October 1923 


17 October 1923 


14 September 
1924 


Relay stations[edit] 


Each of these stations broadcast at approximately 120 W 


om S w Ki 


16 November E Sheffield a 980 kHz 


1923 


28 March 1924 5PY Plymouth 6BM 887 kHz 
1 May 1924 2EH Edinburgh 55C 914 kHz 
11 June 1924 6LV Liverpool Za, 906 kHz 


8 July 1924 2LS oe and Bradfo | 37y 935 kHz 


Kingston-upon- 


15 August 1924 | 6KH 227 896 kHz 


Hull 

at R 5NG Nottingham 2ZY |920 kHz 
21 October 1924 | 6ST Stoke-on-Trent DLN. 996 kHz 
oe 2DE Dundee 2BD |952 kHz 
12 Decemoer 5SX Swansea 5WA |622 kHz 


1924 


The Regional Scheme[edit] 


On 21 August 1927, the BBC opened a high-power mediumwave transmitter, 5GB, at 
its Daventry site, to replace the existing local stations in the English Midlands. That 
allowed the experimental longwave transmitter 5XX to provide a service - which 
eventually came to be called the BBC National Programme - programmed from London 
and available to the majority of the population. 


By combining the resources of the local stations into one regional station in each area, 
with a basic sustaining service from London, the BBC hoped to increase programme 
quality whilst also centralising the management of the radio service. This was known 
as The Regional Scheme. 


The local transmitters were gradually either converted to a regional service relay or 
closed entirely and replaced by high power regional broadcasts. Some local studios 
were retained to provide for programming from specific areas within each region. Most 
transmitters also carried the BBC National Programme on a local frequency to 
supplement the longwave broadcasts from 5XX; initially these were on three separate 
frequencies and programming included some local variations. As the regional network 
expanded these transmissions were fully synchronized with those from Brookmans Park. 


Regional transmitters[edit] 


Transmitte 


Airdate : 
21 August 
1927 Daventry ®! 


21 October Brookmans 


1929 Park © 
Moorside 

17 May 1931 edge 

13 


September Westerglen 
19314 


28 May 1933 | Washford “ 


17 February 


1935 Droitwich 
AU Memen Lisnagarve 
1936 Aai 
12 October Burghead 
1936 eurgnead 


Region 


Midland (Station 5GB until 8 
March 1930) 


London (basic) 
(Station 2LO until 8 March 
1930) 


North 


Scottish 


West 


Midland 


Northern Ireland (North 
Regional with variations) 


Scottish (for northern 
Scotland) 


Initial 


frequency 


767 kHz 


842 kHz 


626 kHz 


797 kHz 


968 kHz 


1013 kHz 


977 kHz 


767 kHz 


Frequency 
in 1939 


877 kHz 


668 kHz 


767 kHz 


1050 kHz 


1013 kHz 


977 kHz 


767 kHz 


1 February Welsh (West and Wales 


1937 Penmon until 3 July) 804 kHz 804 kHz 

4 July 1937 Washford Welsh 804 kHz 804 kHz 

19 Octobar North East and Cumbria 

1937 Stagshaw (North Regional with 1122 kHz 1122 kHz 
variations) 

14 June 1939 | Clevedon West 1474 kHz 1474 kHz 

14 June 1939 | Start Point West 1050 kHz 1050 kHz 


^a Until 16 February 1935. 

^b The Brookmans Park transmitter covered London, South East England, and 
much of East Anglia. However, as the sustaining service for the rest of the 
network, the London programme was not normally referred to as such on-air or in 
the Radio Times, but simply as the "Regional Programme" (internally, "the basic 
Regional Programme"). 

^c Until 13 June 1939. 


A relay station for Brookmans Park on 1402 kHz was due to open 
at Acle near Norwich in 1940. Construction was postponed by the outbreak of 
war. The station was never completed and was replaced by one at Postwick. 


Closure[edit] 


Upon the outbreak of World War II, the BBC closed the Regional and National 
Programmes and replaced them with a single channel known as the BBC 
Home Service. The transmitter network was synchronized on 668 and 767 
kHz in order to use the other frequencies for propaganda broadcasts in 
foreign languages. Each transmitter group would be turned off during an air 
raid to prevent their signals being used as navigational beacons and listeners 
were required to retune to a low-powered single-frequency network on 1474 
kHz. 


On 29 July 1945, within 12 weeks of VE Day, the BBC reactivated the 
Regional Programme, but kept the name "BBC Home Service". The National 
Programme was also reopened under a new name as the BBC Light 
Programme. 


Inheritance[edit] 


Both the National Programme and the Regional Programme provided a mixed 
mainstream radio service. Whilst the two services provided different 


programming, allowing listeners a choice, they were not streamed to appeal 
to different audiences, rather, they were intended to offer a choice of 
programming to a single audience. While using the same transmitters, the 
National Programme broadcast significantly more speech and classical music 
than its successor, the Light Programme. Similarly, the Regional Programme 
broadcast much more light and dance music than its successor, the Home 
Service. 
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BBC Broadcasting House in London 


The BBC Third Programme was a national radio service produced and broadcast by 
the BBC between 1946 and 1967. It first went on the air on 29 September 1946 and 
quickly became one of the leading cultural and intellectual forces in Britain, playing a 
crucial role in disseminating the arts.™ It was the BBC's third national radio network, the 
other two being the Home Service (mainly speech-based) and the Light Programme, 
principally devoted to light entertainment and music. The Third Programme was 
rebranded to BBC Radio 3 on 30 September 1967. 


Description and history[edit] 


When it started in 1946, the Third Programme broadcast for six hours each evening, 
from 18.00 to 24.00, although its output was cut to just 24 hours a week from October 
1957, with the early part of weekday evenings being given over to educational 
programming (known as "Network Three"). This situation continued until the launch, on 
22 March 1965, of the BBC Music Programme, which began regular daily broadcasts of 
classical music (with some interruptions for live sports coverage) on the Network 
Three/Third Programme frequencies between 7.00 and 18.30 on weekdays, 8.00 and 
12.30 on Saturdays, and 8.00 and 17.00 on Sundays. The Third Programme continued 
as a distinct evening service, and this continued to be the case for a short while after 
the inception of Radio 3 in 1967, before all the elements of the BBC's "third network" 
were finally absorbed into Radio 3 with rebranding effect from Saturday 4 April 1970. 


The Third's existence was controversial from the beginning, partly because of perceived 
"elitism" - it was sometimes criticised for broadcasting programmes of 

"two dons talking" - and also for the cost of its output relative to a small listener reach. 
Its existence was against Reithian principles, as Reith himself had, during his time at the 
BBC, been against segmenting audiences by splitting programming genres across 
different networks. From the start though, it had prominent supporters: the Education 
Secretary in the Attlee government, Ellen Wilkinson, spoke rather optimistically of 
creating a "third programme nation". When it faced those 1957 cuts, the Third 


Programme Defence Society was formed and its leaders included T. S. Eliot, Albert 
Camus, and Sir Laurence Olivier. 


Output and programming[edit] 


The network was broadly cultural, a Leavisite experiment dedicated to the discerning or 
"high-brow" listener from an educated, minority audience. Its founders’ aims were seen 
as promoting "something fundamental to our civilisation" and as contributing to "the 
refinement of society". Its musical output provided a wide range of serious classical 
music and live concerts, as well as contemporary composers and jazz, popular classical 
music such as Beethoven, Mozart and Tchaikovsky primarily remained on the Home 
Service until 1964. Voice formed a much higher proportion of its output than the later 
Radio 3, with specially commissioned plays, poetry readings, talks and documentaries. 
Nationally known intellectuals such as Bertrand Russell and Isaiah Berlin on philosophy 
or Fred Hoyle on cosmology were regular contributors. 


The network became a principal patron of the arts. It commissioned many music works 
for broadcast by the BBC Music Department, playing a crucial role in the development 
of the career of composers such as Benjamin Britten. Particularly notable were its 
drama productions, including the radio plays of Samuel Beckett, Henry Reed (the Hilda 
Tablet plays), Harold Pinter, Wyndham Lewis, Joe Orton and Dylan Thomas, 

whose Under Milk Wood was written specially for the Programme. Philip 

Q'Connor discovered Quentin Crisp in his radio interviews in 1963. Martin Esslin, BBC 
Director of Drama (Radio), was associated with the network's productions of European 
drama, and Douglas Cleverdon with its productions of poetry and radio plays. 


The Programme's contribution to contemporary poetry and criticism was outstanding, 
under producers and presenters such as John Wain, Ludovic Kennedy, George 

MacBeth and Patrick Dickinson; here it promoted young writers such as Philip 

Larkin and Kingsley Amis, as well as the "difficult" work of David Jones and Laura Riding. 
The Third Programme was for many years the single largest source of copyright 
payments to poets. 


The decision to close down the Third Programme was opposed by many within the BBC, 
some of them senior figures. Within the music division, a 'BBC rebellion’ gathered force, 
with its most vocal members including Hans Keller and Robert Simpson. Ultimately, 
however, the attempt to prevent the culture-conscious Third being replaced by what 
Keller called "a daytime music station" proved unsuccessful. 


Controllers[edit] 


e 1946-48 George Barnes 
e 1948-52 Harman Grisewood 


e 1953-58 John Morris 

e 1959-67 Howard Newby 

See also[edit] 

HIEISBBC portal 

e BBC Radio 3 - The BBC's classical music and arts radio station as a replacement for 


the Third Programme 
e Radio drama 


Partial list of announcers[edit] 


e Patrick Butler 


e Patricia Hughes 
e Alvar Lidell 


e Christopher Pemberton 
e Philip O'Connor 
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The BBC Audio Drama Awards is an awards ceremony created by BBC Radio to 
recognise excellence in the radio industry, in particular in audio dramas. The first 
awards were presented in 2012 and the ceremony has been located at BBC Radio's 
home Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House.” 


The awards were announced in October 2011 and first opened to nominations.” The 
first ceremony proved hugely successful. Prior to this, there was no official awards 
ceremony to recognise audio dramas; the Sony Radio Academy Awards mainly 
encompassed radio shows and presenters while the Richard Imison Award (best drama 
by a newcomer) and Tinniswood Award (for best original drama) were awarded 
separately.® The Imison and Tinniswood Awards are now incorporated into the Audio 
Drama Awards. 


Nominations and Judges[edit] 


Although nominations are dominated by the BBC's in-house arts-oriented stations, 
namely Radio 3 and Radio 4, entries are open to other radio stations. 


The judges included personalities in the radio, acting and theatre industry and literary 
world such as British dramatist Nell Leyshon, American novelist Stephen Wright, 
performance historian Viv Gardner, English actor Robert Bathurst, long-time BBC 
producer and Director-General (since April 2013) Lord Hall, comedian Alexei Sayle, 


actress Imogen Stubbs and Royal Shakespeare Company associate director Rupert 


Goold. 


Winners[edit] 
2012[edit] 


The inaugural ceremony took place on 29 January 2012 and covers audio dramas 
broadcast between 1 October 2010 and 30 September 2011. It was hosted by 


actor David Tennant. 


Award 


Best Audio Drama 
Presented by Johnny 
Vegas 


Best Actor 
Presented by Tim 


Winner 


Lost Property - The Year My 
Mother Went Missing by Katie 
Hims 

Producer: Jessica 

Dromgoole (for BBC Radio 4) 


David Tennant 
Kafka the Musical by Murray 


Davie 


Best Actress 
Presented by Don 
Warrington 


Best Supporting 
Actor/Actress 


Presented by June 
Whitfield 


Gold (Radio 3) 


Rosie Cavaliero 
Lost Property: A Telegram from the 
Queen by Katie Hims (Radio 4) 


Andrew Scott 
Referee by Nick Perry (Radio 4) 


Other Nominees 


A Shoebox Of Snow by Julie 
Mayhew 

(Producer: Justine Potter (Radio 4) 
The First Domino by Jonathan 
Cash 

Producer: Frank Stirling (Radio 3) 


Damian Lewis 

Giovanni's Room dramatised by Neil 
Bartlett (Radio 3) 

Rory Kinnear 

Flare Path by Terence 

Rattigan (Radio 3) 

Special Commendation: Tom 
Riley 

Henry's Demons by Patrick and 
Henry Cockburn (Radio 4) 


Candis Nergaard 

Atching Tan by Dan Allum (Radio 4) 
June Whitfield 

A Montrous Vitality by Andy 
Merriman (Radio 4) 


Carl Preko 
The History of Titus 


Groan dramatised by Brian 
Sibley (Radio 4) 

Rupert Penry-Jones 
Flare Path by Terence 
Rattigan (Radio 3) 


Best Scripted 
Comedy Drama 


Presented by Richard 


Wilson 


Best Online Only 
Audio Drama 
Presented by Julie 
Myerson 


Best Adaptation 
Presented by Nina 
Wadia 


Best Use of Sound 
in an Audio Drama 
Presented by Bertie 
Carvel 


Innovation Award 
Presented by Niamh 
Cusack 


Imison 

Award (2010) 
Presented by David 
Edgar 


Floating by Hugh Hughes 
Producer: James Robinson (Radio 4) 


Rock by Tim Fountain 
Producer: lain Mackness (The 
Independent Online) 


The History of Titus 

Groan dramatised by Brian 
Sibley 

Producers: David Hunter, Gemma 
Jenkins and Jeremy Mortimer (Radio 
4) 


Bad Memories by Julian 
Simpson 
Producer: Karen Rose (Radio 4) 


The Unfortunates adapted by 
Graham White 
Producer: Mary Peate (Radio 3) 


Amazing Grace by Michelle 
Lipton (Radio 4) 


Cabin Pressure by John 
Finnemore 

Producer: Dawn Ellis (Radio 4) 

Ed Reardon's 

Week by Christopher Douglas 
Producer: Dawn Ellis (Radio 4) 


Wild Hackney 
Producer: Francesca Panetta 
(Hackney Podcast) 


Alone in Berlin dramatised 
by Shelagh Stephenson 
Producer: Eoin O'Callaghan (BBC 
Northern Ireland, Radio 4) 

Five Days in May by Matthew 
Solon 

Producer: John Dryden (Radio 4) 


Can You Hear Me? by Margaret 
Wilkinson 

Producer: Nadia Molinari (Radio 4) 
The History of Titus 

Groan dramatised by Brian. 
Sibley 

Producers: David Hunter, Gemma 
Jenkins and Jeremy Mortimer (Radio 
4) 


Blue Eyed Boy by Helen Cross 
Producer: Mary Ward-Lowery (BBC_ 
Bristol, Radio 4) 

Wild Hackney 

Producer: Francesca Panetta 
(Hackney Podcast) 


Atching Tan by Dan Allum 
(Radio 4) 

The Pursuit by Matt Hartley 
The Barber and the Ark by 
Marcia Layne 


Tinniswood_ 
Award (2010) 
Presented by David 
Edgar 
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2013[edit] 


Gerontius by Stephen 
Wyatt (Radio 4) 


The Climb by Andrea Earl 
(Radio 4) 

Sarah and Ken by Rebecca 
Lenkiewicz (Radio 3) 
Setting a Glass by Nick_ 
Warburton (Radio 4) 


The ceremony took place on 27 January 2013 and covers audio dramas broadcast 
between 1 October 2011 and 31 October 2012. The Best Audio Drama Award was split 
into two - Single Play and Serial - and the Best Supporting Actor/Actress Award was also 
split into separate awards. It was hosted by David Tennant. 


Award 


Best Actor 
Presented 


by Penelope 
Wilton 


Best Actress 
Presented 
by Stephen 


Winner 


Andrew Scott 
Betrayal by Harold Pinter (BBC 
Scotland, Radio 4) 


Michelle Fairley 
The Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck, dramatised by Donna 


Tompkinson 


Franceschild (BBC Scotland, Radio 4) 


Best 
Supporting 
Actor 

Presented 

by Maxine Peake 


David Troughton 
Singles and Doublets by Martyn Wade 


(Radio 3) 


Other Nominees 


Henry Goodman 


Ulysses by James Joyce, dramatised 
by Robin Brooks (Radio 4) 

Richard Johnson 

Tennyson and Edison by David 
Pownall (Radio 3) 


Lorraine Ashbourne 

Seven Scenes by Nicola Baldwin (Radio 
3) 

Fenella Woolgar 

An American Rose by Charlotte 

ones (Radio 4) 


David Crellin 

Craven by Amelia Bullmore (Radio 4) 
Carl Prekopp 

Pilgrim by Sebastian Baczkiewicz (Radio 
4) 


Best 
Supporting 
Actress 
Presented 
by Stephen 
Mangan 


Best Audio 
Drama (Single 
play) 

Presented 

by Lenny Henry 


Best Audio 
Drama (Series 
or Serial) 
Presented by 
Patricia Cumper 


Best 
Adaptation 
Presented 

by Nick Dear 


Best Use of 
Sound in an 
Audio Drama 
Presented 

by Sian Phillips 


Best Scripted 
Comedy 
Presented 


Vicky McClure 
Kicking the Air by Christine Murphy 
(BBC Northern Ireland, Radio 4) 


On It by Tony Pitts 
Producer: Sally Harrison (for Radio 4) 


The Lost Honour of Katharina 
Blum by Heinrich Böll, abridged 
by Helen Meller 

Producer: Polly Thomas (Radio 4) 


A Doll's House by Henrik Ibsen, 
dramatised by Tanika Gupta 
Producer: Nadia Molinari (BBC North, 
Radio 3) 


The Cruel Sea by Nicholas 
Monsarrat, dramatised by John 


Fletcher 
Producer: Marc Beeby (Radio 4) 


Believe It! by Jon Canter 
Producer: Clive Brill (for Radio 4) 


Niamh Cusack 

The Man with Wings by Rachel 

oyce (Radio 4) 

Gillian Kearney 

Songs and Lamentations by Michael 
Symmons Roberts (BBC North, Radio 4) 


Betrayal by Harold Pinter 
Producer: Gaynor Macfarlane (BBC_ 
Scotland, Radio 4) 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance by Robert M. Pirsig, 


dramatised by Peter Flannery 
Producer: Melanie Harris (for Radio 4) 


Pink Mist by Owen Sheers 

Producer: Tim Dee (BBC Bristol, Radio 4) 
The Mumbai 

Chuzzlewits dramatised by 
Ayeesha Menon (from Martin 
Chuzzlewit by Charles Dickens) 
Producer: John Dryden (Radio 4) 


The Mumbai 

Chuzzlewits dramatised by 
Ayeesha Menon (from Martin 
Chuzzlewit by Charles Dickens) 
Producer: John Dryden (Radio 4) 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance by Robert M. Pirsig, 
dramatised by Peter Flannery 
Producer: Melanie Harris (for Radio 4) 


Use it or Lose It by Peter Blegvad 
Producer: lain Chambers (for Radio 3) 
The Chrysalids by John Wyndham, 
dramatised by Jane Rogers 
Producer: Nadia Molinari (BBC North, 
Radio 4) 


Alice's Wunderland by Alice Lowe 
Producer: Sam Bryant (Radio 4) 


I, Regress by Matt Berry 


| by Nicholas 


Producer: Sam Bryant (Radio 4) 


Parsons 
The Minister of Chance by Dan 
Best Online ; Freeman 
, Above and Below by Daniel Producer: Dan Freeman (Radio Static for 
Only Audio ae fch 
Drama Macnaughton ministerofc ance.com) l 
5 oan Producer: Daniel Macnaughton Varanasi by Silva Semerciyan 
re a aii (Aboveandbelowseries.co.uk) Producer: Graham Pountney (Screentest 
y loseph Milison Productions for 
varanasi.theradioplay.com) 
| Imison Award | Do You Like Banana The Day We Caught the Train by 
| a Comrades? by Csaba Székely Nick Payne 
Se (Radio 4) The Takeover by Paul Sellar 
Tinniswood Angarrack by Christopher William 
| Award Kafka the Musical by Murray Hill (Radio 4) 
Presented by Gold (Radio 3) Like Minded People by David 
| Andrew Davies Eldridge (Radio 4) 
a 
2014 [edit] 


The ceremony took place on 26 January 2014 and covers audio dramas broadcast 
between 1 October 2012 and 31 October 2013. It was hosted by Lenny Henry." 


Best Original Audio Drama (Single play) - Billions by Ed Harris, produced by Jonquil 
Panting, BBC Radio Drama for Radio 4 


Best Audio Drama (Series or Serial) - An Angel At My Table, written by Janet Frame, 
adapted by Anita Sullivan, produced by Karen Rose, Sweet Talk for Radio 4 
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This article is about the branding used by the BBC. For the magazine of this name, 
see BBC Music Magazine. 


BBC Music 


Industry Mass media 


Founded 2014 


Headquart Broadcasting House, London 


ers , 
United Kingdom 
Area Worldwide 
served 
Key Bob Shennan (Director of Music) 
people 


Services Radio and TV broadcasting, online 


services, event organisation 


Owner BBC 


Parent British Broadcasting Corporation 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/music 


BBC Music is responsible for the music played across the BBC." The current director of 
music is Bob Shennan, who is also the controller of BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 6 Music and 
the BBC Asian Network." 


Officially it is a part of the BBC's Radio operational division and is directly responsible 

to Helen Boaden (director of Radio); however, its remit also includes music used in 
television and online services. It was established in its current form in 2014; however, 
the BBC had already been using the BBC Music brand to refer to its online music content 
and some live events beforehand, including a now defunct record label. 


Launch[edit] 


BBC Music had its official launch at 20:00 on 7 October 2014, with a simulcast of a 
specially-commissioned cover of the Beach Boys' 1966 song "God Only Knows". 

21 Produced by Ethan Johns, it featured a Supergroup of singers such as Chris 

Martin (of Coldplay), Stevie Wonder, Kylie Minogue, Dave Grohl (of Foo Fighters), Elton 
John, Pharrell Williams and One Direction, accompanied by the BBC Concert Orchestra.“ 


Responsibilities[edit] 


BBC Music is responsible for the music played across the BBC. It has direct editorial 
control of the music content of the BBC's six national music radio stations Radio 

live music events for each of the stations. These include Radio 1's Big Weekend, Live in 
Hyde Park and In Concert for Radio 2, the BBC Proms (including the various "Proms in 
the Park" events), and the BBC 6 Music festival. 


Many of the BBC televisual music programmes and documentaries are now co-produced 
with BBC Music, with a BBC Music ident often being played between the regular channel 
ident and the start of the programme. It will also coordinate the BBC's coverage of other 
live music events such as the Glastonbury Festival, T in the Park, the Reading and Leeds 
Festivals and Celtic Connections amongst others. 


It is responsible for the BBC's online music database, collating every music track played 
across the BBC's national radio stations and a larger amount of the music played on the 
BBC's UK television channels. This includes looking after My Tracks, formerly BBC 
Playlister, an interactive, personalisable music service that allows users to create 
playlists of music that have been played across the BBC using existing online 

platforms Deezer, YouTube and Spotify.™ It also features playlists created by BBC radio 


DJs and presenters such as Jo Whiley, Greg James, Steve Lamacq, Zane 
Lowe and Fearne Cotton. 


Additionally, it coordinates the production of the BBC Music Awards and also 
oversees BBC Introducing, an initiative to get less well-known and unsigned artists 
played on local and national radio. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Music Magazine 
e BBC Sounds 
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BBC Sounds homepage in March 2019 


Developer(s) BBC 


Initial release 25 June 2018; 17 months ago 
Written in JavaScript, Scala, Swift, Kotlin™2! 
Platform Web, iOS, Android 

Available in English, Welsh, Scottish Gaelic, Irish®! 
Type Media player software 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/sounds 


BBC Sounds is a streaming media and audio download service from the British 
Broadcasting Corporation that includes live radio broadcasts, audio on demand, and 
podcasts.” The service is available on a wide range of devices, including mobile phones 
and tablets, personal computers, cars, and smart televisions. Media delivered to UK- 
based listeners does not feature commercial advertising. 


The BBC Sounds website replaced the iPlayer Radio service in October 2018. An initial 
beta version of the BBC Sounds app was launched in June 2018", with both the new app 
and the iPlayer Radio app supported until September 2019, when the iPlayer Radio app 
was finally decommissioned in the UK". At present the Sounds apps are only available 
to users in the UK, whilst iPlayer Radio remains available to international users. An app 
for Connected TV's will be released in 2020. 


BBC Sounds differs from iPlayer Radio by acting as a place for original podcast material 
created by the BBC specifically for the app, as opposed to catch-up listening of its linear 
radio services. One example of this is the Beyond Today podcast, a daily online-only 
podcast produced by the Today team, exploring an issue in-depth with a younger 
audience in mind". 


The new service has caused controversy amongst some former users of the iPlayer 
Radio app, who claim that the functionality does not have the same features as before, 
and that the new app is not supported for older versions of smartphones. Some 
broadsheet newspapers have claimed that these changes disproportionately affect older 
listeners, particularly those who listen to speech and comedy content on Radio 42 


Development([edit] 


BBC Sounds on the web was built from the ground up in the Node.js, React, Redux, 
and Express.js programming languages.“ The mobile applications were written 

in Swift for iOS, and in Kotlin for Android. Again these were written from the ground up. 
The apps were released on 26 June 2018,2% before the website had any Sounds 
branding, in order to gain early feedback. 


App features include the ability to look up station schedules, download and share 
media,“4 rewind live radio,“2 and listen in-car via either Android Auto or Apple CarPlay."2! 


Both the website and the apps are served with data from a single set of APIs called 
Radio and Music Services, or RMS,“4! microservices built in the Scala programming 
language. This single source of data replaces a large number of different services that 
powered earlier incarnations of the radio products.22 


See also[edit] 


EIEN BBC portal 


e BBC Radio Explorer 


References[edit] 
1. ^ Jump up to:24 “How we built BBC Sounds on the web". Medium. 20 November 2018. 


15. 


Retrieved 4 March 2019. 

^ "Building the BBC Sounds Mobile App". Medium. 6 December 2018. Retrieved 4 
March2019. 

^ "BBC Sounds homepage language switcher". British Broadcasting Corp. November 
2018. 

^ "New podcasts, exclusive music mixes and classic BBC comedy and drama now 
available". BBC. 30 October 2018. Retrieved 4 March 2019. 

^ "Introducing the first version of BBC Sounds". BBC. 25 June 2018. Retrieved 2 
October2019. 

^ "BBC Sounds Help - Why has the BBC closed the iPlayer Radio app?". www.bbc.co.uk. 
Retrieved 2 October 2019. 

^ "Introducing the first version of BBC Sounds". BBC. 25 June 2018. Retrieved 2 
October2019. 

^ Runcie, Charlotte (11 September 2019). "Long live iPlayer Radio because BBC Sounds 
is awful". The Telegraph. ISSN 0307-1235. Retrieved 2 October 2019. 

^ Letters (20 September 2019). "With the new Sounds app, the BBC is ignoring its own 
audience j Letters". The Guardian. ISSN 0261-3077. Retrieved 2 October 2019. 


. ^ "Introducing the first version of BBC Sounds". About the BBC. 26 June 2018. 


Retrieved 4 March 2019. 


. ^ "BBC Sounds Help - How do I download on the BBC Sounds app?". www.bbc.co.uk. 


Retrieved 4 March 2019. 


. ^ "Restart and rewind live radio with major update to BBC Sounds app". www.bbc.co.uk. 
. ^ "BBC Sounds Help - BBC iPlayer Radio app - Android Auto and Apple CarPlay now 


supported in the UK". 


. ^ "Building BBC Sounds in the API". Technology & Creativity Blog. 8 November 2018. 


Retrieved 4 March 2019. 
^ Sharpe, Stuart (6 December 2018). "Building the BBC Sounds Mobile App". BBC Design 
+ Engineering. Retrieved 4 March 2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website # 


BBC Radio Explorer 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 
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Original author(s) Jason Williams 


Developer(s) BBC 

Initial release 29 May 2014; 5 years ago” 
Written in JavaScript, PHP?! 

Platform Web 

Available in English 

Type Media player software 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/radio/explorer 


Radio Explorer was an online radio and playlist streaming application from 

the BBC originally developed by Jason Williams and launched on 29th May 2014, 48415 |t 
later appeared on BBC Taster, the BBC's portal for ideas and experimental projects, in 
March 2015, 2 


Unlike its successor, BBC iPlayer, Radio Explorer allowed the streaming of generated 
playlists based on searches, which would then play continuously. The service 
discontinued on the 15th December 2016, the development effort and service was 
rolled into BBC Sounds." 


Development{edit] 


Radio Explorer was developed during the BBC Design + Engineering's 10% time 
initiative. It was prototyped using the BBC's Forge platform, in order to show content 


the service took full advantage of Nitro, an API which allowed BBC products to search 
for content. 21 


After internal usage Radio Explorer went on to become a BBC online service.®% Radio 
Explorer worked by searching through programmes titles, subtitles, short synopsis, long 
synopsis and descriptions." Results were then filtered by those being available to play, 
including clips."? Initially only speech networks were included, but later the service 
included all BBC networks." 


The service was later discussed on BBC Radio 5 live's The Radio Review of 2014 where 
"Christmas Puddings" was searched for during the show, it also included an interview 
with Jason Williams.°? Due to the Beta nature of the project the launch was with no 
marketing regarding its release. Instead there was a tweet from BBC Radio 4 for users 
to try it out and a blog post regarding its development. 2421 
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The BBC Radio Orchestra was a broadcasting orchestra based in London, maintained 
by the British Broadcasting Corporation from 1964 until 1991. 


The BBC Radio Orchestra was formed in 1964 as a large, flexible studio orchestra on 
the Nelson Riddle/Henry Mancini model, featuring a full jazz Big Band combined with 
symphonic strings."! The various sections of the Radio Orchestra, prefixed A-E, could be 
used for different kinds of recordings and sessions. Of all these sections, only the "C1" 
big band section of the Radio Orchestra had its own real identity and was known as 
the BBC Radio Big Band. The orchestra’s primary function was to accompany popular 
singers in ‘cover versions’ and play instrumental arrangements of the popular tunes of 
the day on BBC Radio 2, as in the 1960s, broadcasting regulations meant the BBC was 
only allowed to play five hours of commercial gramophone records per day on air. 
However, the Radio Orchestra did play a great deal of jazz and light music by leading 
light composers and arrangers including Robert Farnon,” Angela Morley! and Nelson 
Riddle, Neil Richardson and Ron Goodwin and at its peak was considered one of the 
finest studio orchestras in the world. 


The BBC Radio Orchestra was disbanded in 1991, with the BBC Big Band retained as a 
full-time ensemble till 1994 when the corporation made the band a freelance unit, whilst 
allowing it to retain its name and identity. 


History[edit] 


When the BBC Radio Popular Music department was formed in the early 1960s, it 
inherited both the BBC Revue Orchestra and the BBC Variety Orchestra and 
immediately began to investigate the possible amalgamation of the two ensembles, 
which had similar instrumentation and virtually duplicated each other's outputs. 

41 Michael Standing, the then head of sound broadcasting at the BBC, suggested 
creating an orchestra that would form a flexible pool of players that could be used for 
various combinations. The complete listing of the proposed combinations which could 
be formed out of the 56 musicians who were to make up the new orchestra, comprised, 
in addition to the full "A" orchestra, no fewer than 10 separate combinations across four 
groups, B, C, D and E. 


On 9 September 1964, Mark White (Organiser, Popular Music Services) produced what 
was possibly the smallest memo ever sent within the BBC, with the subject "New 
Aeolian Hall Orchestra", stating definitively that "It has now been decided that the title 
of the New Aeolian Hall Orchestra will be The Radio Orchestra. Unfortunately the effect 
was spoilt by the insertion in red ink of the word New between The and Radio !& The 
orchestra made its first broadcast as part of the BBC Light Programme show Sunday 
Best on 18 October 1964.4 It continued to be billed as the New Radio Orchestra until 
the end of 1965. 


Sections of the Radio Orchestra[edit] 
The A Orchestra[edit] 


Initially, the Radio Orchestra had 56 full time staff players, comprising 


e 20 violins 

e 6 violas 

e 6 cellos 

e 2 orchestral basses 

e Flute/piccolo/bass flute 

e Flute/clarinet/alto saxophone 

e Oboe/Cor Anglais 

e 5 Saxophones, all doubling woodwinds 

e 4 Trumpets 

e 4 Trombones (including 1 bass trombone) 
e 2 Percussion (drums and auxiliary percussion) 


e Piano 

e Rhythm /jazz bass 
e Harp 

e Guitar 


In addition, the Radio Orchestra was often augmented with extra strings, four French 
Horns, Tuba, bassoons and extra percussion making the full ensemble up to almost 70 
players. The only studio large enough for the Al orchestra was the Camden, and in May 
1967 a series of recording sessions with a range of conductors - one each week - was 
scheduled. Titled “This is the Radio Orchestra”, the series was produced by John 
Billingham and introduced by Michael Aspel. The Studio Manager was John Andrews, and 
the conductors, who brought their own arrangements, included Ron Goodwin, John Fox, 
John Gregory, Roland Shaw, Frank Chacksfield, “Monty” Mantovani, Johnny Harris, Geoff 
Love and, with his Frank Sinatra arrangements, Nelson Riddle. The orchestra’s first staff 
conductor was Malcolm Lockyer, who had previously conducted the Revue Orchestra. 
When the Camden studios closed, the Radio Orchestra and Big Band moved operation 
to the BBC’s Maida Vale Studios, namely studio MV3, alongside the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. 


The B1 and B2 OrchestraSs[edit] 


The B1 Orchestra, with a complement of 30, was effectively a big band with strings in 
the Billy May/Nelson Riddle style, with 5 saxes, 4 trumpets, 4 trombones, piano, guitar, 
bass, drums, 10 violins, 2 violas and 2 cellos. All the players in the sax section played 
one or more other instruments including flutes, piccolo, clarinets and different varieties 
of saxophones, and the pianist was surrounded by a celeste, an upright "jangle" piano 
and often an electric organ. This totals 31, as the guitar was an official "augmentation". 
This lineup was unofficially titled the Radio Showband by radio producers and music 
staff, as it had the same instrumentation as the BBC Showband of the late 1950s. This 
was also the full line up of the BBC Scottish Radio Orchestra. 


The B2 Orchestra, with a complement of 26, used the components of the A Orchestra 
not required for the B1, which resulted in a line-up of 10 violins, 4 violas, 4 cellos, 2 
basses, 2 flutes, oboe, percussion, harp and guitar. 


The C1 and C2 Orchestras[edit] 


The C1's 16 players formed the same big band as that which was the basis of the B1, 
augmented by a guitar, and was known as the BBC Radio Big Band. This left 40 players 
for the C2, which gave a very good Frank Chacksfield style orchestra of 20 violins, 6 
violas, 6 cellos, 2 basses, 2 flutes, oboe, percussion, harp and guitar, with the 
augmentation of a piano. One of the basses would be a jazz ‘rhythm’ player. The Stings 


of the Radio Orchestra were often conducted by arrangers including John Fox, John 
Gregory, Ronnie Aldrich and Neil Richardson 4 


D1, D2 and D3 Orchestras[edit] 


The D1 orchestra was identical to the C1, and the D2 was the same combination as the 
B2 but less one bass and plus a piano. This left the D3 comprising the string section of 
the B1 orchestra (10 violins, 2 violas and 2 cellos) plus a bass - not a particularly useful 
combination. In practice, BBC producers moved four of the violins into the D2 to match 
the arrangements used by Semprini, and the "leftover" strings were utilised by 
pianist/arranger Ken Moule, with the addition of a drummer. 


E1, E2 and E3 Orchestras[edit] 


These three combinations were proposed during the planning of the re-organisation but 
were never implemented. 


The E1 (7 players) was to comprise 4 trumpets, an electric organ, bass and drums. The 
E2 (29 players) was the largest combination, with 10 violins, 4 violas, 4 cellos, 2 flutes, 
oboe, 4 trombones, percussion, harp, guitar and piano, with the addition of a bass. The 
E3 (20 players) would have 10 violins, 2 violas, 2 cellos, bass and 5 saxes. A footnote 
suggested that the trombone and sax sections could be interchanged between the 
combinations. It does not seem surprising that no E orchestra sessions ever took place! 


Arrangements for various sections of the Radio Orchestra were utilised across BBC’s 
Regional Radio Orchestras: The B1, B2, C1, C2 and D combinations matched the line up 
of the largest regional orchestra, the BBC Scottish Radio Orchestra, which would 
occasionally receive augmentation to A size. The BBC Northern Radio 

Orchestra (previously the BBC Northern Dance Orchestra) utilised C and D 
combinations, as did the Midlands Radio Orchestra. 


Closure[edit] 


In a change of musical policy at the BBC, the corporation disbanded many of its light 
orchestras in 1979, including the regional Radio Orchestras, resulting in a dispute with 
the Musicians' Union that disrupted the Proms that year. 


The BBC Radio Orchestra survived, but no Principal Conductor had ever been appointed 
to the orchestra. In 1988, the Controller of Radio 2, Frances Line, decided that such a 
position should be created, and lain Sutherland, who had been the regular conductor of 
"Friday Night Is Music Night", and many other shows, was appointed. New, regular 
programmes were created showcasing the versatility and range of the Radio Orchestra 
with great success,but quite suddenly, it was disbanded in 1991. The BBC Big Band was, 
however, retained as a full-time staff ensemble until 1994, when the staff musicians 
were made freelance players, and the management of the band was moved outside the 
BBC.™ 
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Green plaque on a building in Portland Place, recording 


its former use as the home of BBC School Radio 


broadcasts. 


City Bridge House, MediaCityUK, Salford, 
M50 2BH 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 


Repeater(s) BBC 


Affiliations BBC Radio 4, BBC Learning 
Owner BBC 

Webcast Podcasts 

Website BBC School Radio 


BBC School Radio is a division of the BBC providing audio learning resources for 
primary schools in the United Kingdom. 


History[edit] 


The first broadcast to schools was organized by the privately owned British 
Broadcasting Company and given by the composer Sir Walford Davies, Professor of 
Music at Gresham College. It was transmitted from Britain's second ever radio 
station, 2LO in London, on 4 April 1924. 


Following the dissolution of the British Broadcasting Company on 31 December 1926 
and the transfer of its assets to the Crown-chartered British Broadcasting Corporation, 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust funded a project on broadcasting to schools based 
on feedback collected from teachers in Kent. In 1928 the Central Council for School 
Broadcasting (CCSB) was established; its first two Chairmen were Herbert 

Fisher and Eustace Percy, 1st Baron Percy of Newcastle. For each curriculum subject 
covered in the broadcasts there was a Subject Committee, staffed by teachers. 


From 1929-57, the first Director of School Broadcasting was Mary Somerville. By the 
1930s, secondary schools were included in the target audience and broadcasts were 
added covering foreign-language learning. Older listeners were also tuning in. 


Second World War[edit] 


During the Second World War, School Radio gained a new importance. Any regional 
variations were consolidated into a single home service for children with a five-minute 
news broadcast that was designed to explain the confusing circumstances. By 1942, 
half of all British schools were listening. 


Post war[edit] 


The School Broadcasting Council for the United Kingdom had been set up in 1947, 
replacing the CCSB, and included Scotland and Wales. After the Newsom Report in 
1963, more series were made about the transition from school to work. The 1960s to 
1980s were regarded as a ‘golden age' for British schools radio broadcasting, and by the 
early 1970s, around 90% of schools were using the School Radio service. The BBC 
produced around 80 series per year for School Radio, which amounted to around 16 
hours per week. From 1983, older programmes were available on cassette from the 
Centre of Educational Technology in Mold, Flintshire. 


Originally broadcast on the BBC Home Service, they transferred to BBC Radio 4 when 
that network replaced the Home Service in 1967. They were broadcast on all 
frequencies until the start of the 1973/74 school year when they were heard only on 
Radio 4's FM frequencies. Programming aired on weekdays from 10.00 (9.05 on 
Thursdays) to 12.00 and from 14.00 to 15.00. In September 1990 they were transferred 
to BBC Radio 5 and BBC Radio 3. They were aired on Radio 5 during the day, between 
9.00 and 10.25, and were repeated overnight, along with additional programmes, 
between 01.00 and 03.10 on Radio 3. Following the replacement of the original Radio 5 
by Radio 5 Live, the daytime schools transmissions also moved to Radio 3, airing 
between 14.00 and 15.00, much to the chagrin of many of that station's listeners. From 
Autumn 1996 all programmes were broadcast overnight on Radio 3 where they could be 
pre-recorded, before being finally switched to overnight transmission via the digital 
version of Radio 4. Since 2003 all school radio programmes have been available on the 
internet. The advent of podcasting has opened up a whole new avenue for the school 
radio service. 


Diversification[edit] 


TV broadcasting for schools began on 13 May 1957 (this had been hoped to begin in the 
late 1940s, but financial constraints prevented this). This was first broadcast 

by Associated-Rediffusion, not the BBC, though the BBC began schools television four 
months later. The BBC's television service had begun in 1936, and stopped for the war, 
to begin again in 1946. Schools television was shown on BBC1 until 1983 when it moved 
to BBC2. 


No commercial broadcasters have ever produced educational radio programmes for 
schools. 


Anniversary[edit] 


On 4 April 1984, John Dunn presented a programme entitled Fa/th, Hope and Clarity, 

about the sixty years of BBC Schools Radio, on Radio 4. In the same year, from 3 to 5 
July, a three-day festival was held at Pebble Mill Studios in Birmingham. It was hosted 
by Duncan Goodhew, Sue Lawley, and Rolf Harris. 


Broadcasting sites[edit] 
In 1939 the School Broadcasting Department moved to Bristol. 
Presenters[edit] 


Presenters have included - 


e Sophie Aldred 


e Sandra Kerr 

e Simon Mayor 

e Rhoda Power, sister of the historian Eileen Power, who produced historical output 
from 1927 until 1957 

e Andy Day 

e Cat Sandion 

e Gemma Hunt 

e Ben Faulks 


e Steven Kynman 


Structure[edit] 


In 2011 School Radio moved from its home on Wood Lane in London up to the newly 
built BBC Bridge House at MediaCityUK, also home to BBC Bitesize, BBC Teach, and BBC 
Children's (CBeebies and CBBC). A small School Radio team is based in Scotland, 
producing programmes exclusively for Scotland's Curriculum for Excellence. 


Broadcasts took place in the middle of the night (starting at 3.00) on Radio 4 Digital 
from Tuesdays to Thursdays.22! Programmes could be recorded under the Educational 
Recording Agency copyright laws, but podcasts are freely available, online and on the 
BBC iPlayer Radio app. 


On 28 June 2018 School Radio ended its run on BBC Radio, instead becoming an online 
streaming and podcast download exclusive service, with content uploaded throughout 
the year, rather than following strict broadcast schedules. 


Content([edit] 


Content is divided into twelve subjects: 


e Collective Worship“ 
e Curriculum for Excellence® (programmes made exclusively for the Scottish 


curriculum). 
e Drama‘ 
e DanceH 
e Early Learning® 
e English” 


e Geography22 

e History» 

e Mathematics! 

e Modern Foreign Languages! 
e = =Music@4! 

e PSHE - Citizenship®= 


The English section includes a selection of abridgements of classic stories told by 
celebrity voices, including The Wind in the Willows, read by Bernard Cribbins, and The 
Tales of Hans Christian Andersen, read by Anne-Marie Duff, Sir Derek Jacobi, David 
Tennant and Penelope Wilton, amongst others. 


Pre-recorded programmes were previously available on CD or DVD from BBC Schools’ 
Broadcast Recordings, but these were eventually phased out in favour of online podcast 
versions. 


Former programmes{[edit] 


e Inthe News - produced by Radio News and School Radio in the early 1980s for ages 
9to12 

e Wavelength - youth culture programme, with content borrowed from Radio 1 in the 
1980s 

e Talks to Sixth Forms - introduced in 1935, and had distinguished speakers such 
as G. K. Chesterton, T. S. Eliot and E. M. Forster 

e How Things Began -a natural history programme broadcast in 1943 

e Make Up Your Mind - discussion programme for sixth formers 


See also[edit] _ 


e BBC Switch, BBC output for teenagers from 2007-10 

e The Big Toe Radio Show 

e Newsround 

e Becta - defunct agency created from what was the Council for Educational 
Technology 


e BBC Learning 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e Podcasts 

e BBC Active at Pearson Schools 
e ERA 

e BBC Learning YouTube channel 
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BBC Radio recording studio at the Cultybraggan nuclear bunker, Perthshire, shortly before it was 
dismantled in 2014 
The Wartime Broadcasting Service is a service of the BBC that is intended to 


broadcast in the United Kingdom either after a nuclear attack or if conventional 
bombing destroyed regular BBC facilities in a conventional war. 


The origins of the service lie in pre-World War Il plans to disperse BBC staff to facilities 
such as Wood Norton to guarantee due functioning of the corporation if cities such 
as London, Belfast, Cardiff, Glasgow and Edinburgh were attacked by the Luftwaffe. 


In the post-war era, plans were revised so that the Wartime Broadcasting Service would 
have coped with a nuclear strike by installing 54 low-powered transmitters and keeping 
(what remained of) the main transmitter network in reserve, in case Soviet bombers 
used them to home in on targets. Although vague, plans from the mid-1950s were to 
provide both a national and regional radio service 24 hours a day (mirroring peacetime 
BBC operations at the time) with the objective of providing "instruction, information and 
encouragement as far as practical by means of guidance, news and diversion to relieve 
stress and strain". "Diversion" was to be in the form of music and selected pre-recorded 
programmes.“ BBC executives drafted a schedule made up of music, drama, comedy, 
and religious programmes to be broadcast over a period of 100 days after a nuclear 
attack on the United Kingdom. 


BBC mixing desk at Hack Green Secret Nuclear Bunker. 


The BBC had studios and production equipment at many government nuclear bunkers 
such as the Central Government War Headquarters at Corsham and the Regional Seats 
of Government. 


By the end of the decade, existing transmitters had been fitted with emergency diesel 
generators and fallout protection. 


From the 1980s, the BBC planned to broadcast for only a few hours a day and for a few 
minutes each hour, the intention being to conserve the batteries in domestic radios. 
There was to be no entertainment content for this reason and so that official messages 
could get through. With the end of the Cold War, the BBC deactivated the studios and 
emergency transmitter networks in 1993 as surplus to requirements. Many of these 
studios have become exhibits in bunkers, like the Kelvedon Hatch Secret Nuclear 
Bunker, which have now been converted into museums. 


Post Cold War[edit] 


With the Cold War having ended, the BBC and British Telecom developed the National 
Attack Warning System in 2003. This system was able to warn by television, radio and 
telephone (the latter only in some areas) of an impending attack using existing 
infrastructure. The BBC was capable of doing so within ten minutes using their existing 
broadcasting procedures. By the time of the 2011 digital switchover, this was becoming 
obsolete because television and radio have limited warning capability. According to a 
report in the Daily Telegraph, there were suggestions that the warning message would 
be recorded by Jill Dando, actress Joanna Lumley or Carol Vorderman. 


81 Under the Broadcasting Act 1980, the government still has the legal right to take over 
editorial control of radio and television in the event of a national emergency. Also, the 
BBC agreement allows the government to ask the BBC to broadcast messages in an 
emergency: 


"If it appears to any UK Government Minister that an emergency has arisen, that 
Minister may request that the BBC broadcast or otherwise distribute any announcement 
or other programme." 


Operation([edit] 


The decision to activate the service would have been taken at Cabinet level late in the 
crisis phase. On being given the order, the BBC and ITV were to suspend normal 
programming, broadcast the frequencies for the Wartime Broadcasting Service and go 
off-air an hour later (with television used only to broadcast Protect and Survive public 
information films and unavailable after an attack due to its susceptibility 

to electromagnetic pulse). At this point, one single national programme would have 
been broadcast on BBC Radio 4 from Wood Norton. This would have consisted of official 
government announcements and information interspersed with filler material, such as 


music, news and warnings. The four-minute warning itself was to have been injected 
from a special studio at Broadcasting House and been broadcast nationally on all 
television and radio stations when a coded signal from RAF High Wycombe was given. 
This studio would also have been used by government ministers to broadcast messages 
and announcements until the government left London late in the crisis phase (or during 
the precautionary period). 


After an attack, there would also have been a regional service tailored to local needs 
located in regional seats of government. Regional controllers were to use these smaller 
BBC studios to give out local messages to communities and would have been manned 
by BBC staff. If conventional air attacks destroyed peacetime broadcasting facilities, the 
Wartime Broadcasting Service would also have been activated. 


Regular drills and training exercises were held to give an air of realism, but many BBC 
staff saw them as pointless or declined to serve during a national emergency because 
they couldn't take their families with them. One anonymous insider said, "I can't blame 
them for deciding there were better ways to go than to sit in a bunker with a group of 
local radio engineers." 


Staffing the bunkers[edit] 


Indeed, choosing staff was very difficult. In the early days of the Wartime Broadcasting 
Service, BBC staff were assigned to the bunkers. Later, they were invited, but some 
staff opted out because either they were not allowed to take wives and children with 
them, saw them as pointless, or were sceptical as to whether it would work. They were 
not allowed to tell their families on grounds of national security. For instance, Huw 
Weldon "refused to take part in matters dealing with war time broadcasting”. 


The WTBS bunker at Wood Norton would be manned by ninety people, including the 
head of BBC Radio 4, BBC engineers, twelve news editors, sub editors, announcers and 
what was ominously described as "two nominations from Religious Broadcasting". 
Regional Seats of Government would have similar arrangements, staffed by people from 
BBC local radio. 


When staff were selected, they would be given a letter giving basic information. If war 
loomed closer, a second letter would be sent, telling them: 


"You have been selected for emergency duty and you will be going to " (location would 
be given in the letter). It rather delicately told BBC staff: "The length of your stay cannot 
be foreseen, but it might be several weeks." Therefore, they were advised to take 
clothes, soap and towels enough to last a month, as well as books and "small 
recreational items". 


Although those selected were not given extra pay, they were paid a £250 advance on 
their wages. 


Programmes for broadcast[edit] 


Initially, a post-attack statement (see below) was to be broadcast confirming a nuclear 
strike had hit the United Kingdom and warning of the dangers of fallout. It would have 
been broadcast every two hours on all radio frequencies set aside for the BBC for the 
first twelve hours after the attack. The script was released by the BBC under 

the Freedom of Information Act on 3 October 2008. 


Jim Black, a BBC executive, compiled a schedule consisting of classic BBC drama, 
comedy and religious programmes to maintain morale. These included Round The 
Horne, I'm Sorry, | Haven't A Clue, Hancock's Half Hour and the Rodgers and 


Hammerstein musical The Sound of Music. Drama programmes included The Afternoon 
Play and Thirty-Minute Theatre. From the 1980s until 1993, the entertainment content 
was dropped and only official announcements would have been broadcast in order to 
conserve energy. 


Official post-attack statement[edit] 


The following is the script of an official statement that would have been broadcast on 
the Wartime Broadcasting Service in the hours after an attack. It was recorded by Peter 
Donaldson, chief continuity announcer for BBC Radio 4 (the designated national 
broadcaster in a national emergency): 


This is the Wartime Broadcasting Service. This country has been attacked with nuclear 
weapons. Communications have been severely disrupted, and the number of casualties 
and the extent of the damage are not yet known. We shall bring you further information 
as soon as possible. Meanwhile, stay tuned to this wavelength, stay calm and stay in 
your own homes. 


Remember there is nothing to be gained by trying to get away. By leaving your homes 
you could be exposing yourselves to greater danger. If you leave, you may find yourself 
without food, without water, without accommodation and without protection. 
Radioactive fall-out, which follows a nuclear explosion, is many times more dangerous if 
you are directly exposed to it in the open. Roofs and walls offer substantial protection. 
The safest place is indoors. 


Make sure gas and other fuel supplies are turned off and that all fires are extinguished. 
If mains water is available, this can be used for fire-fighting. You should also refill all 
your containers for drinking water after the fires have been put out, because the mains 
water supply may not be available for very long. 


Water must not be used for flushing lavatories: until you are told that lavatories may be 
used again, other toilet arrangements must be made. Use your water only for essential 
drinking and cooking purposes. Water means life. Don't waste it. 


Make your food stocks last: ration your supply, because it may have to last for fourteen 
days or more. If you have fresh food in the house, use this first to avoid wasting it: food 
in tins will keep. 


If you live in an area where a fall-out warning has been given, stay in your fall-out room 
until you are told it is safe to come out. When the immediate danger has passed the 
sirens will sound a steady note. The “all clear" message will also be given on this 
wavelength. If you leave the fall-out room to go to the lavatory or replenish food or 
water supplies, do not remain outside the room for a minute longer than is necessary. 


Do not, in any circumstances, go outside the house. Radioactive fall-out can kill. You 
cannot see it or feel it, but it is there. If you go outside, you will bring danger to your 
family and you may die. Stay in your fall-out room until you are told it is safe to come 
out or you hear the “all clear" on the sirens. 


Here are the main points again: 


Stay in your own homes, and if you live in an area where a fall-out warning has been 
given stay in your fall-out room, until you are told it is safe to come out. The message 


that the immediate danger has passed will be given by the sirens and repeated on this 
wavelength. Make sure that the gas and all fuel supplies are turned off and that all fires 
are extinguished. 


Water must be rationed, and used only for essential drinking and cooking purposes. It 
must not be used for flushing lavatories. Ration your food supply: it may have to last for 
fourteen days or more. 


We shall repeat this broadcast in two hours’ time. Stay tuned to this wavelength, but 
switch your radios off now to save your batteries until we come on the air again. That is 
the end of this broadcast. 


See also[edit] 


e Four-minute warning 

e Protect and Survive 

e Duck and cover 

e Transition to war 

e Emergency Broadcast System 

e BBC Radio 4 (the designated national broadcaster in a national emergency) 
e Central Government War Headquarters 
e Civil Contingencies Secretariat 

e RAF Rudloe Manor 

e Corsham Computer Centre 

e Continuity of government 

e Hack Green Secret Nuclear Bunker 

e WGU-20 
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e File 16 Civil Defence Communications and Warning, from Subterranea 
Britannia accessdate=2009-10-04 


e Script of the BBC's post-attack statement accessdate=2009-10-04 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Radio 4 programme from 28 January 2008 about BBCs preparations for war 
during the 1960s-1980s .ram audio file 


e BBC Radio 4 newsreader Peter Donaldson about his pre-recorded radio warning 
messages. YouTube video file from The Culture Show, broadcast 2 February 2008 
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Bauer Radio is a UK-based radio division of the Bauer Media Group. 


The Bauer network is divisible into two main groups, the Bauer City and Bauer National 
portfolios, with City consisting of locally focused services primarily broadcast on FM/AM 
and local digital platforms to a given coverage area, and National consisting of national 
and quasi-national music-genre services delivered mainly through digital platforms, with 
some services also offered on FM/AM. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Bauer Radio 


Bauer's network of local FM stations was originally known as the Big City Network. In 
2006, many of the former Scottish Radio Holdings stations were added to the network 
and branded as Big City Network Scotland and Northern Ireland, although all stations 
kept their original logos, with the exception of CFM, which took a version of the 'cog' 
logo used by other BCN stations in England. West Sound was the only AM station in the 
network although it did not carry any of the networked programming carried by the FM 
stations. 


In April 2011 Bauer Radio announced it would be restructuring its radio portfolio into 
two divisions: locally focused and heritage stations, including many of the Big City 
stations, South Coast station Wave 105 and London station Magic 105.4 FM would also 
become part of the "Bauer Place" division, with branded music-category stations such 
as Kiss and Kerrang Radio forming a second sub-brand, "Bauer Passion" - the Big City 
Network identity was dropped as part of the restructuring. 


In April 2013, Bauer announced it would merge its two North East England 
stations, Metro Radio and TFM. Both stations broadcast shared programming from 


Newcastle and Manchester while carrying separate branding, news bulletins and 
advertising.2 


In September 2014, Bauer announced it would be restructuring its radio portfolio as 
from January 2015. Magic AM in England was dropped in favour of the stations reverting 
to their heritage station names. The stations now form part of the new ‘City 2' 
network serving both Scotland and Northern England. A 'City 3' network on DAB 
replacing The Hits Radio (in most areas) launched on Monday 19 January 2015. As part 
of this restructuring, the Place and Passion network banners introduced in 2011 were 
replaced by the current Bauer City and Bauer National divisions. (The 'City 3' network 
was withdrawn in favour of reverting to the networked The Hits service from September 
2017.) 


At the beginning of March, 2016, Bauer moved two of its stations, Planet Rock and 
Absolute 80s, from Digital One onto the Sound Digital multiplex, reducing the 
availability of these stations (areas including East Anglia, the South West, parts of Kent, 
Cumbria, and large areas of Wales and Scotland had no Sound Digital network 
transmitters at all.) The issue was reported in local press in some areas Planet Rock 
and Absolute 80s on D1 began broadcasting just a retune message loop from 18 April 
and the switch-off occurred on 30 April. 


On 6 May 2016, Bauer announced it had bought Midlands radio group Orion Media for 
an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million. It was subsequently 
confirmed that Orion's stations Free Radio (West Midlands) and Gem (East Midlands) 
would become part of the Bauer City portfolio, with Gem introducing a version of the 
City sonic logo device to its presentation from August 2016. 


On 16 August 2018, Bauer announced that it had bought Jazz FM for an undisclosed 
sum.!8 


In February 2019, Bauer purchased Lincs FM Group”, Celador™ and the local stations 
owned by Wireless Group"! and the following month Bauer purchased the ten FM 
stations owned by UKRD.“2! 


Stations[edit] 
Absolute[edit] 


Bauer purchased the Absolute Radio group of stations from TIML in 2013. The core 
Absolute Radio station had been established as one of the three Independent National 
Radio franchises in 1993, broadcasting on AM radio and from 1999, national DAB; since 
1995, a relay of the station (with split local advertising, and at some times split 
programming) has been available in London on 105.8 FM. Initially branded Virgin Radio, 
the station took the name Absolute Radio in 2008. The station has since launched a_ 
number of sister stations, currently comprising five decade-themed services and a 
dedicated classic-rock station. 


e Absolute Radio - aimed at 35 to 54 year olds." 
e Absolute Radio Classic Rock 

e Absolute Radio 60s 

e Absolute Radio 70s 

e Absolute Radio 80s 

e Absolute Radio 90s 

e Absolute Radio 00s 


e Absolute Radio 10s 
Greatest Hits Radio[edit] 


e Greatest Hits Radio - a classic hits pop music service aimed primarily at the over- 
40s. Eighteen stations, mostly on AM and DAB, in the West Midlands, Northern 
England and Scotland. 


Heat[edit] 


e Heat Radio - contemporary pop, linked to Bauer's Heat magazine. Online and on 
Freeview; formerly on DAB. 

e Heat Radio Soundtracks - online only station dedicated to soundtracks 
from movies and TV. 

e Heat Radio School Disco - online only station dedicated to school disco anthems 
from the 1990s, 2000s and early 2010s. 


Hits Radio[edit] 


Hits Radio is a national CHR network of 21 local radio stations, which provide opt-outs 
from the national station and are available on FM and DAB in Northern England, the 
West Midlands and Scotland. 


It was launched on 4 June 2018, following a merger of the Greater Manchester FM 
station Key 103, which had launched in 1974 as Piccadilly Radio, and digital service The 
Hits Radio, which had launched in 2003 and which broadcast over Freeview and DAB 
(from January 2015 to September 2017, The Hits' programming content had been 
broadcast on DAB as a network of localised Bauer City 3 stations). 


Hits Radio programming is simulcast on both the Manchester and national versions of 
the station, although there are local news, travel and advertising opt-outs for the 


Manchester service. The station's output is broadcast on Hits Radio network stations 
outside of local programming hours. 


A separate service of network programming for Scotland, broadcast from Clyde 1 in 
Clydebank, is broadcast on the Scottish FM stations outside of local programming hours. 


CFM - Cumbria and South West Scotland 

Clyde 1 - Glasgow and West Scotland 

Hallam FM - Sheffield, South Yorkshire and North Midlands 
Forth 1 - Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fife 

Free Radio - Birmingham 

Free Radio - Coventry and Warwickshire 

Free Radio - Herefordshire and Worcestershire 

Free Radio - Wolverhampton, the Black Country and Shropshire 
Gem - East Midlands 

Hits Radio - (Manchester FM & National DAB) 

Metro Radio - Tyne & Wear, Northumberland, and County Durham 


Jazz FM[edit] 


MER - Scottish Hig| 
Northsound 1 - Abi 
Radio Aire - Leeds 
Radio Borders - Sc 
Radio City - Merse' 
Rock FM - Lancash 
Tay FM - Tayside 

TFM - Tees Valley, 


Viking FM - East Yc 
West FM - Ayrshire 


Jazz FM" - national DAB service of jazz, blues and soul, based in London, acquired 


by Bauer in 2018. 


Kerrang[edit] 


e Kerrang Radio - a service of modern rock music, broadcast on Freeview nationally 
and online; the station's DAB slots outside London were turned over to Absolute 
Radio 90s in December 2014, and its London DAB transmission ended in May 2018 
to make way for Hits Radio. Kerrang! launched as a digital station on Freeview in 
2002, expanding to DAB in London from 2003 and other areas from 2004. From 
2005 to 2013, the station, as Kerrang! 105.2, broadcast to the West Midlands on 
FM from studios in Lionel Street, Birmingham. It was removed from FM to be 
replaced by Planet Rock (then by Absolute Radio from 2015), with the Birmingham 
studio closed and the Kerrang! Radio brand retained as a digital-only station run 
from London. 

e Kerrang Radio Unleashed - online only station dedicated to the heavier side of 
Kerrang!. 

e Klassic Kerrang Radio - online only station dedicated to classic tracks from the 
past 20 years of the alternative rock scene. 


Kiss[edit] 


Kiss plays predominantly rhythmic (dance/urban) music. The East and West versions of 
Kiss were previously SRH-owned Vibe stations. The three services now simulcast most 
programming content (from London), though retain the ability to split where needed, 
including for local advertising and news bulletins. 


e Kiss 100 (London); also on Digital One national DAB and on Sky and Freeview across 
the UK. 

e Kiss 101 (South Wales and South West England) 

e Kiss 105-108 (East Anglia); also available locally on some DAB multiplexes as KISS 
105-108 (as apposed to KISS national) and KISS Essex in Essex 

e Kisstory - DAB station dedicated to old skool and anthems. 

e KissFresh - DAB station playing non-stop new beats. 

e Kiss DNCE - online only station playing the latest dance bangers. 

e Kiss Garage - online only 24/7 station dedicated to the UK garage scene. 

e Kiss Ibiza - online only station playing the biggest mixes from electronic dance 
music DJs 24/7. 


Magic[edit] 


Magic is a national station broadcasting via DAB. It had previously broadcast on FM in 
London and on MW across northern England and began broadcasting across the UK via 
the Digital One multiplex in January 2015. Mellow Magic and Magic Chilled launched in 
March 2016 as part of the Sound Digital national DAB multiplex and Magic Soul 
launched in the summer of 2016 as a pop-up service Magic Soul Summer, before being 
retained - under a shortened permanent title - from the autumn. Magic at the Musicals 
launched on 21st November 2019 on DAB+ in London. 


e Magic - a melodic adult-contemporary music service aimed at 25 to 54 year olds, 
available on DAB nationally and on FM in London. 

e Magic Chilled - plays laid-back modern hits (principally mellow chart pop of the 
1990s and 2000s). 

e Magic Mellow (also known as Mellow Magic) - playing melodic classic hits and love 
songs. 


e Magic Soul - plays a mix of soul, funk, Motown and R&B music. 
e Magic Workout - online only station playing the classic dance tracks. 
e Magic at the Musicals - DAB+ station playing show tunes. 


Planet Rock[edit] 


Planet Rock is a DAB radio station, which plays primarily classic rock music. The 
station was established in 1999 and was initially run by the GWR Group; it was sold to 
Malcolm Bluemel's 'Rock Show' consortium in 2008 and from there to Bauer in 2013. 
Planet Rock is a digital-only service, transmitting on the DAB network (and through 
digital TV and online platforms). On 1 March 2016, Planet Rock ceased being a fully 
national station due to the station transferring to the Sound Digital multiplex, which is 
not available across all of the UK. Devon, Cornwall, parts of Scotland, Wales, East 
Anglia and other areas of the UK will no longer be able to receive Planet Rock on DAB. 


e Planet Rock 
Former Lincs FM Group stations[edit] 


In February 2019, Bauer purchased these stations from Lincs FM Group 


e Lincs FM (Lincolnshire & Newark) e Rutland Radio (Sta 
e Compass FM (North East Lincolnshire) e Ridings FM (the We 
e Trax FM (Doncaster & Bassetlaw) e Rother FM (Rothert 
e Dearne FM (Barnsley, Penistone and the Dearne Valley) e Suffolk First (Suffol 
The Breeze network[edit] 

e The Breeze (South West) e The Breeze (Yeovil 
e The Breeze (Basingstoke & North Hampshire) e The Breeze (North 
e The Breeze (Bridgwater & West Somerset) e The Breeze (South 


SAM FM stations[edit] 


e Sam FM (Bristol 
e Sam FM (Swindon) 


Anglian stations and Fire Radio[edit] 


e Dream 100 FM (Colchester) e North Norfolk Radic 
e Town 102 (Ipswich) e Radio Norwich 99.° 
e The Beach (Great Yarmouth/Lowestoft) e Fire Radio (Bourne! 


Former Wireless Group stations[edit] 


On 8 February 2019, it was announced that Bauer are to purchase the local stations 
from Wireless Group 


e Radio Wave 96.5 e Peak FM 

e Pulse 1 e Signal 1 

e Pulse 2 e Signal 2 

e Wish FM e Signal 107 

e Tower FM e 96.4 The Wave 


e Wire FM e Swansea Sound 


Former UKRD Stations[edit] 
On 5 March 2019, it was announced that Bauer are to purchase the UKRD Group. 


e Eagle Radio - Surrey, northeast Hampshire e Spire FM - Salisbur 
e KL.FM 96.7 - King's Lynn, Norfolk e Spirit FM - West Su 
e Minster FM - York and North Yorkshire e Stray FM - Harroga 
e Mix 96 - Aylesbury e Wessex FM - Dorse 
e Pirate FM 102 - Cornwall e Yorkshire Coast Ra 


Other stations[edit] 


e Radio City Talk - a speech, sports and rock music radio station on AM & DAB 
in Liverpool 

e Wave 105 - Hot AC regional radio station in Solent 

e Cool FM - CHR local radio station on FM in Belfast and DAB across Northern Ireland 

e Downtown Radio - Hot AC local radio station on AM/DAB in Belfast and FM/DAB in 
the rest of Northern Ireland 

e Downtown Country - Dedicated digital country music station on DAB in Northern 
Ireland 

e Scala Radio - National classical music station broadcast digitally (Sound Digital and 
online) from 4 March 2019 

e Country Hits Radio - contemporary country music radio service, launching on DAB 
and online from 5 April 201942 


Former stations[edit] 


e 3C -country music station, based in Glasgow, acquired as part of SRH takeover, 
broadcast on DAB in various areas and Freeview nationally; closed 2007; replaced 
on Freeview by a relay of Clyde 1 for a time. 

e Mojo Radio - classic rock, early pop, blues and soul; broadcast on digital TV and 
online; ceased broadcasting in 2008. 

e Q Radio - rock, alternative rock; broadcast nationally on Freeview and online; 
closed on 7 May 2013; replaced by Kisstory. 

e Smash Hits Radio - contemporary pop hits; following its removal from DAB it 
continued over Freeview, until being withdrawn to release a slot for KissFresh 


DAB multiplexes[edit] 


Bauer is a partner in one of the UK's national commercial multiplexes, operates twelve 
wholly owned local DAB multiplexes, and jointly owns a further three with Global Radio; 
the firm was also formerly a minority partner (of Wireless Group) for local services in 
three further areas. Bauer operates the following DAB multiplexes: 


Sound Digital[edit] 


Bauer has a 30% holding in Sound Digital, operator of the second national commercial 
DAB multiplex to launch in the UK; this began transmissions in spring 2016 and several 
Bauer stations broadcast on it, some transferred from other multiplexes. The other 
partners are Wireless Group (30%) and Arqiva (40%). 


Bauer Digital Radio[edit] 


Bauer's wholly owned digital multiplexes are primarily located in areas where the firm 
operates local FM stations; the original group of Bauer (formerly Emap) DAB multiplexes 
are located in the following areas: 


e Central Lancashire - Bauer Central Lancashire 
e Humberside - Bauer Humberside 

e Leeds - Bauer Leeds 

e Liverpool - Bauer Liverpool 

e South Yorkshire - Bauer South Yorkshire 

e Teesside - Bauer Teesside 

e Tyne and Wear - Bauer Tyne & Wear 


Score Digital[edit] 


As part of Emap's takeover of Scottish Radio Holdings, the firm gained control of Score 
Digital, the DAB multiplex operator owned by SRH. Competition guidelines required the 
merged firm to divest of one of the multiplexes obtained in this deal, and so 

the Ayr multiplex formerly run by Score was sold on to Argiva. The remaining Score 
multiplexes have since been relabelled as Bauer multiplexes. 19 


The ex-Score DAB multiplexes are located in: 


e Dundee - Score Dundee 

e Edinburgh - Score Edinburgh 

e Glasgow - Score Glasgow 

e Inverness - Score Inverness 

e Northern Ireland - Score Northern Ireland 


Switchdigital[edit] 


The Wireless Group and Emap entered into a venture to run the following three DAB 
multiplexes. These multiplexes were initially branded as TWG-Emap multiplexes; 
following the sale of TWG to UTV (creating UTV Radio), the multiplexes were relabelled 
as UTV-Emap, and following the sale of Emap's radio assets to Bauer, the blocks were 
renamed again as UTV-Bauer. Bauer owned 30 per cent of the UTV-Bauer venture, but 
sold its stake in November 201324, Now wholly owned by Wireless Group, the business 
is known as Switchdigital.“ 


e Stoke-on-Trent - Stoke & Stafford (DAB Multiplex) 


e Swansea - Swansea SW Wales (DAB Multiplex) 
e West Yorkshire - Bradford & Huddersfield (DAB Multiplex) 


CE Digital[edit] 


Bauer and Global Radio jointly own CE Digital Ltd, each holding 50% of the venture. The 
CE operation was established by Emap in partnership with the Capital Radio Group, 
which through mergers subsequently became part of GCap Media and later Global 
Radio. The 'CE' multiplexes take their name from the initials of Capital and Emap, and 
have not been renamed despite the identity changes of both operators. 


CE Digital operate the following DAB multiplexes: 


e Birmingham - CE Birmingham 
e London - CE London (also known as Greater London I) 
e Manchester - CE Manchester 


Controversy/[edit] 


In 2008 Radio City 2 started annually releasing hundreds of balloons (with messages 
attached) from the roof of the Radio City 2 "in memory of loved ones that we miss at 
Christmas time." This practice continued on an annual basis until December 2016. On 
22 December Radio City 2 and Pete Price - a radio presenter at Radio City 2 - were 
contacted by numerous scuba divers and environmentally savvy members of the public 
begging them to cancel the planned mass balloon release at midnight on 22 December. 
The balloon release went ahead. Two leading diver journalists contacted Radio City 2's 
owner - Bauer Media Group - appealing for this practice to be stopped. Bauer Media 
confirmed that no company within the Group would conduct a balloon release in the 
future. An exception to this was made by Key 103 on 24 May 2017, 2 days after the 
Manchester Arena terror attack in memory of the 22 victims that died.“ 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Bauer Radio, a British media company founded 
in 2007. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2008 


o 29 January - Bauer completes its purchase of Emap's radio, television and 
consumer media businesses, purchasing the assets for £1.14bn.4 


e 2009 

o No events. 
2010s[edit] 
e 2010 


o No events. 


e 2011 
o No events. 


e 2012 
o No events. 


e 2013 

o 6 February - Bauer Media buys the digital station Planet Rock for a sum 
estimated to be between £1m and £2m.4 

o 15 April - Bauer increases networking on its Yorkshire Magic stations with a 
networked breakfast show coming from Magic 828 in Leeds.” 

o 1 July - Bauer's Scottish MW stations start to receive a networked breakfast show 
form Glasgow presented by Robin Galloway. Consequently, there is now no local 
programming on any of these stations.“ 

o 29 July - Bauer Media Group announces that it intends to purchase Absolute 
Radio from current owner, The Times Group for an amount believed to be 
between £20m-£25m, pending regulatory approval of the sale.® 


e 2014 
o No events. 


e 2015 
o 5 January - 


= Magic Radio launches nationally on Digital One, while all Magic AM stations in 
the north of England are rebranded as City Network 2. 


(0) 


= Absolute Radio changes from broadcasting in stereo to mono to make way 
for Magic on DAB.& 

31 March - Ofcom launches an investigation into Bauer Media and Absolute 

Radio for an alleged breach of its regulations, but no details of the incident are 

to be released until the investigation is complete. 

7 December - Following permission from the regulator, Bauer swaps Radio City 

2's format and frequencies with that of Radio City Talk. This gives City Network 

2 its first berth on FM in England. 


2016 


(0) 


15 March - Mellow Magic begins broadcasting on the Sound Digital multiplex and 
is joined by another Magic spin-off, Magic Chilled on the 28th. 

6 May - Orion Media announces that they have been bought by Bauer for an 
undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million.224 This gives Bauer 
the West Midlands network of Free Radio stations and East Midlands regional 
station Gem 106. 


2017 


(0) 


3 January - Bauer Radio's Cash for Kids appeal raises £15.5 million for charity.22 


2018 


(0) 


(0) 


3 April - Aberdeen station Northsound 2 stops broadcasting on MW. The station 
continues to broadcast on DAB and online. It becomes the first commercial radio 
station in Scotland - and the first of Bauer's local stations - to cease analogue 
broadcasting.“ 

18 April - Bauer Radio announces that, on 4 June, its Manchester station Key_ 
103 will be rebranded and relaunched as Hits Radio, a CHR-led music station 
aimed at 25-44 year olds.“4! The station will be merged with The Hits to provide a 
single national service across the UK on DAB, Freeview and online.2 In 
Manchester, Hits Radio will continue to provide local news and information, 
traffic bulletins and advertising.“2 Hits Radio will also produce and broadcast off- 
peak programming for Bauer's network of CHR local stations which will continue 
to air local programming at peak times. 

25 May - Ahead of the launch of Hits Radio on 4 June, the name Key- 

103 disappears from the Manchester airwaves. 

4 June - Following the renaming of Key 103 to Hits Radio, Key 2 is renamed Key 
Radio. 

16 August - Bauer Radio purchases Jazz FM.24 


2019 


(0) 


(0) 


7 January - 

= Greatest Hits Radio replaces the Bauer City 2 branding. Individual station 
identities in Northern England are dropped and are rebranded to GHR with 
Scotland unaffected. The new network extends to the West Midlands 
although GHR West Midlands continued to air a weekday three-hour local 
show. #2! n9 

= Free Radio 80s closes and is replaced on MW by Absolute Classic 
Rock or GHR West Midlands. 

5 February - it is announced that Bauer has acquired over thirty further stations 

to its network by way of the purchase of Lincs FM Group and Celador Radio. 


Several of the purchased stations, including KCFM in East Yorkshire, are sold on 
to Nation Broadcasting due to overlap with existing Bauer assets (in KCFM's 
case, Viking FM.)2% 

o 8 February - The Wireless Group sells its network of local radio stations in 
England and Wales to Bauer Media.) 

o 4 March - Launch of classical music station Scala Radio.22! 

o 5 March - Bauer purchases the ten FM stations owned by UKRD. The deal also 
includes the purchase of three local DAB multiplexes. 22) 

o 5 April - Bauer launches Country Hits Radio. It will broadcast on a number of 
local DAB multiplexes. 

o 2 September - Bauer begins to network its Hits Radio Manchester weekday 
Drivetime show on all but one of its Hits Radio stations in England, leaving only 
the weekday breakfast show as a local show2# following the removal in July of 
the one remaining local weekend programme. 22 

o 18 November - Absolute Radio launches its sixth decades-only station, Absolute 
Radio 10s which, unlike its sister stations, operates exclusively online.2# 

o 21 November - Bauer launches Magic at the Musicals on DAB+ in and around 
London. Presenters include Ruthie Henshall and Jonathan Bailey.2” 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Global Radio 
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For the relaunched Virgin Radio UK station, see Virgin Radio UK. 
Coordinates: “51.512248°N 0.136937°W 


Absolute Radio 


Absolute 


Radio p> 


Broadcast United Kingdom: 
area National (AM/DAB); 
London (FM) 


Branding Absolute. 


Slogan "Where Real Music Matters" "The home of 


the no-repeat guarantee" 


Frequency 1215 kHz, AM Variants 
105.8 MHz (G. London) 


RDS: Absolute 

DAB - (Digital One) 

- 11D (England, Wales & Northern Ireland) 
- 12A (Scotland) 

Sky: 0107 

Virgin Media: 915 

Freeview: 727 


Freesat: 724 


Orbit Network: 127 
Usen (Japan): CG3 


First air 30 April 1993 (As Virgin 1215, later Virgin 
date Radio) 
29 September 2008 (As Absolute Radio) 


Format Modern adult contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Greatest Hits Radio 


stations Heat Radio 
Hits Radio 
Jazz FM 
Kerrang Radio 
Kiss 
Magic 
Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Website planetradio.co.uk/absolute-radio/ # 


Absolute Radio (originally Virgin Radio) is one of the UK's three Independent 
National Radio stations. The station rebranded to its current name at 7:45 am on 29 
September 2008.41 


The station is based in London and plays popular rock music. It currently broadcasts 
on medium wave and DAB across the UK, on 105.8 FM in London, Sky (channel 


0107), Virgin Media (channel 915), Freeview (channel 727) and Freesat (channel 724). It 
is also available in other parts of the world via satellite, cable, and on the Internet. As of 
31 December 2013, international streaming via the internet has been discontinued. 

B! Absolute Radio is a patron of The Radio Academy." 


Absolute Radio is owned and operated by Bauer Radio of Hamburg based Bauer Media 
Group, it forms part of Bauer's National portfolio of radio brands. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Absolute Radio 


1993-1997: Virgin Radio launch and early years[edit] 


Pais: 


No 1 Golden Square with "Virgin Radio" branding, 1993 - 2008. 


The 1990 Broadcasting Act allowed for the launch of independent national radio (INR) 
stations in the United Kingdom. The Radio Authority was mandated to award three INR 
licences, one of which (INR1) had to be for a 'non-pop' station (which was awarded 

to Classic FM), and one of which had to be for a predominantly speech-based service 
(this would be advertised later as INR3 and would be awarded to Talk Radio). The 
remaining licence was to be open to ‘all-comers'. The licences were to be awarded to 
the highest cash bidder, providing that the applicant met criteria set down in the 
Broadcasting Act. 


The second national licence, INR2, would take over the 1197 kHz and 1215 kHz 
frequencies, which were to be relinquished by BBC Radio 3.“ The licence was advertised 
in October 1991 and five organisations bid: the Independent National Broadcasting 
Company of Sheffield, which bid £4,010,000 per year; a TV-am/Virgin consortium 


(£1,883,000); Chiltern Radio's 20/20 Radio (£1,311,000); Radio Clyde's Score Radio 
(£701,000); and a consortium of CLT, Harvey Goldsmith and RTE (£211,000). The TV- 
am/Virgin consortium was awarded the licence in April 1992, after the Radio Authority 
said that it was not satisfied that Independent National Broadcasting would be able to 
sustain the service. Later that year, TV-am lost its ITV franchise“ and its stake in the 
radio station was sold in March 19934 to Apax Partners, JP Morgan Investment 
Corporation and Sir David Frost.221231 


The station launched as Virgin 1215 at 12.15 pm on 30 April 1993." The original line-up 
of DJs included Richard Skinner, Russ Williams, Jono Coleman, Mitch Johnson, Graham 
Dene, Nick Abbot, Wendy Lloyd, Tommy Vance, Emperor Rosko and Dave Fanning. Chris 
Evans was also hired to present a Saturday morning show, following his success at BBC 
GLR in the weekend mid-morning slot. The Show, The Big Red Mug Show was sponsored 
by Nescafe. The first song was a cover version of the Steppenwolf song "Born to be 
Wild", recorded by Australian group INXS. Richard Branson was the first voice to be 
heard, live from the Virgin Megastore in Manchester, with Richard Skinner the first voice 
back in the London studios.“2 Skinner was also programme director, a role he shared 
with John Revell.2@ John Pearson was launch sales director, a role he had previously held 
at LBC . Andy Mollett was launch finance director. David Campbell, previously managing 
director of one of Virgin's post-production television companies,“4 was the chief 
executive at launch.24 


From before its launch on AM, Virgin Radio was campaigning for a national FM network. 
Initially, it lobbied for Radio 4's FM network to be made available“# and then, when the 
Radio Authority launched a consultation on the use of the 105-108 MHz band," it 
lobbied for it to be set aside as a national network.22 The Radio Authority decided, 
however, that 105-108 MHz would be licensed to new local and regional stations? and 
Virgin Radio applied for22 and won one of the new FM licences advertised in London as a 
result. 23 


Virgin Radio launched on 105.8 MHz FM in London on 10 April 1995 beginning with a 
message from broadcaster David Frost at 6 am followed by the Russ 'n’ Jono breakfast 
show. Part of the licence requirements for the London service meant that a daily London 
opt-out was broadcast on FM, presented initially by Rowland Rivron.23 


Within a year, Virgin Group was considering the next steps for the radio station, 
including the option of a flotation2# or buying back the shares of JP Morgan, Apax and 
Sir David Frost.221 In May 1997, it was announced that Capital Radio had agreed to 
acquire Virgin Radio in an £87 million deal.24 Capital's plans included moving Virgin 
Radio from 1 Golden Square to Capital's Leicester Square building and splitting 
programming between the AM and FM services.” The Radio Authority approved the 
acquisition,22 but Nigel Griffiths, the Consumer Affairs Minister, referred the takeover to 
the Monopolies and Mergers Commission (MMC).2% The MMC report into the takeover 
would not be issued until January 1998, and would recommend that the deal could only 
go ahead if Capital Gold was sold or Virgin's London FM licence was left out of the deal. 
eu However, the delay in approval of the Capital acquisition would ultimately lead to the 
deal not going through. 


In January 1997, Chris Evans had left his role as presenter of the Radio 1 breakfast show 
as aresult of a disagreement between him and the programme controller Matthew 
Bannister (Evans had asked for Fridays off to allow more time for him to work on 

his Channel 4 television show, TFI Friday).24432! Evans was keen to return to radio" and it 
had been reported that his agent, Michael Foster, had approached Matthew Bannister to 
ask if Evans would be allowed to be return to Radio 1,22 and he had gone as far as 
commencing negotiations to buy Talk Radio.2# 


Richard Branson wanted Evans to work for Virgin Radio, so much so that he joined him 
on a Concorde flight to New York to try to persuade him to join as the drive time 
presenter.2228 |n the end, Virgin Radio hired Evans to present the breakfast show, 
replacing the incumbent Russ 'n' Jono show (presented by Russ Williams and Jonathan 
Coleman). His show started on 13 October 1997, the same day that Zoé Ball started as 
Evans’ replacement on Radio 1.82 The initial contract would only be for 10 weeks, until 
the MMC announced its decision on the Capital Radio takeover.22 Evans approached 
David Campbell to discuss buying the radio station and, with Michael Foster's help, they 
put together a deal to buy it with venture capital supplied by Apax Partners and Paribas, 
with Virgin Group retaining a 20% stake in the business.“ The deal was announced on 8 
December 1997, and would see the formation of the Ginger Media Group, an umbrella 
company overseeing Virgin Radio and producing programmes such as TFI Friday. 1142! 


1998-2000: The Ginger Media Group[edit] 


Evans’ ownership of Virgin Radio started well, with a breakfast show audience increase 
of 660,000 to 2.2m in his first three months.“ In August 1998, Chris Evans took a spur 
of the moment decision one weekend to launch a Saturday afternoon show called Rock 
'n' Roll Football, a show that is still broadcast on Absolute Radio.““ From 5 October 
1998, Virgin Radio started simulcasts of the breakfast show on Sky One each morning 
for an hour between 7.30 and 8.30 am. When a track was played on the radio, viewers 
would see a video at the same time. 221/451 


The start of the new football season in August 1999 saw Terry Venables join Russ 
Williams in a show that would precede Rock 'n' Roll Football.22 At the end of 1999, in 
response to the TV programme Who Wants To Be A Millionaire not having given away its 
top prize, Virgin Radio set a broadcasting first when Clare Barwick won £1 million at the 
culmination of "Someone's Going To Be A Millionaire". 251461 


The management team at the Ginger Media Group were considering expansion 
opportunities, including a plan to acquire the Daily Star newspaper from United News & 
Media, and hire Piers Morgan to edit it. Their plans were stalled, however, when the 
shareholders got cold feet. Evans wrote in his autobiography that "the management 
wanted to stick to our original brief of expansion, whereas our investors only cared 
about extracting the added value."“! 


2000-2008: SMG ownership [edit] 


The management team therefore set itself on a strategy to sell the business three years 
ahead of schedule.“ It hired Goldman Sachs to run the sale process, and considered a 
public flotation,“ before selling to the Scottish Media Group (now STV Group plc) for 
£225 million in March 2000. The Scottish Media Group, which owned Scottish 

Television and the Herald newspaper, fought off other bidders including Clear 

Channel, NRJ and Guardian Media. Evans personally made £75 million out of the sale.“ 


Evans was subsequently fired by his new employer in 2001 for failing to report into work 
for five consecutive days while reportedly partying with his then wife Billie Piper.“ 


Chief executive John Pearson, who had been with the station since before launch, 
resigned in April 2005,5% and was replaced by Fru Hazlitt, who had previously been 
managing director of Yahoo! UK and Ireland.&! 


On 13 June 2006, SMG plc signed a deal with YooMedia to make Virgin Radio available 
on Freeview. It has always placed a great emphasis on other methods of transmission 
than medium wave, as the 1215 kHz frequency suffers from considerable interference, 
particularly after dark - BBC Radio 1, which used 1215 kHz for its first 11 years on air, 


moved to higher-quality medium wave frequencies (now used by talkSport) in 1978 
mainly for this reason. 


2008-2013: Acquisition by Times of India and rebranding as 
Absolute Radio[edit] 


No 1 Golden Square with Absolute Radio branding 


On 12 April 2007, it was announced that SMG plc was to sell Virgin Radio, to enable the 
company to focus on its television station, STV.52 On 30 May 2008 SMG sold Virgin 
Radio to TIML Golden Square Limited, a subsidiary of The Times Group for £53.2 million 
with £15 million set aside for rebranding. TIML was given 90 days grace in which to 
rebrand the station. As part of the deal, Absolute Radio International, operator of two 
FM licences in Oxford, would manage the station. 2354! 


On 1 September 2008 it was announced that Virgin Radio would be rebranded as 
Absolute Radio at the end of the month (28 September). At the same time some 
changes to the line-up were made known with JK and Joel, Robin Burke, Tony 

Hadley and John Osborne leaving the station and Allan Lake, Joanna Russell (of Trent 
FM's Jo & Twiggy) and Tim Shaw joining,& though Osborne would return shortly after. 
However, listening figures revealed for the final quarter of 2008 revealed that almost 
20% of former Virgin Radio listeners had been lost since the rebranding to Absolute 
Radio.& 


The Virgin Radio brand, however, relaunched via DAB and online at 11:00am on 30 
March 2016, following a new partnership with Wireless Group and its digital terrestrial 
commercial radio licence was approved by Ofcom in March 2015. 


2013-present: Acquisition by Bauer Media[edit] 


On 29 July 2013, Bauer Media Group announced it intended to purchase Absolute from 
current owner, The Times Group for an amount believed to be between £20m-£25m, 
pending regulatory approval of the sale.=4 The deal was cleared by the Office of Fair 
Trading on 23 December.=2! 


Subsequently, by September 2014, all other London-based Bauer stations permanently 
moved from Mappin House to a refurbished One Golden Square, creating a new national 
radio hub. 


Owner Bauer Radio announced in July 2015 that Absolute Radio would be taking up the 
105.2 FM frequency in the West Midlands, previously held by Planet Rock. Absolute 
launched on 105.2 FM on 7 September 2015.2 However the station ended transmission 


on that frequency on 16 December 2018 following Bauer's decision to 
broadcast Greatest Hits Radio on FM across the West Midlands. 


Programming[edit] 
Audience and playlist[edit] 


Virgin Radio launched aiming at a target group of 24- to 44-year-olds® and with a focus 
on album music, arguing that "singles chart shows on Radio 1 and local commercial 
radio were outdated because albums outsold singles by three to one." It would 
provide a blend of recent album tracks and chart music from the past 25 years and aim 
to fill the "hole in the middle" between BBC Radio 1 and local commercial radio, which 
was specifically aimed at young audiences and "gold" stations offering classic hits. 


A year after launch, David Campbell was quoted as saying that "the music policy was 
wrong, even though Virgin had lots of research to suggest it was doing what listeners 
said they wanted. We did something we should never do: pursue critical acclaim, 
playing obscure tracks, gaining the praise of the music press." The station's approach 
had been to mix in more familiar music. 


Fru Hazlitt, when interviewed for The Guardian in September 2006, described the type 
of music the station championed: "It's pretty much mainstream rock festival type 
music. Razorlight, Keane. These bands are becoming some of the biggest in the 
world." sa 


When announcing the rebrand as Absolute Radio on the One Golden Square blog, Clive 
Dickens, chief operating officer, noted that the station would be "sticking with real 
music - not manufactured rubbish - and we're building on the amount of live music we 
do - we're just going to discover more of all of it." 


The music policy continues to focus on guitar-based rock, mostly British. In a blog post 
in February 2009, Head of Music James Curran noted that the 30 most played artists in 
the first four months of Absolute Radio had been: Manic Street 

Preachers, Coldplay, Arctic Monkeys, Snow Patrol, Kings of Leon, The 

Killers, Oasis, Travis, U2, Placebo, Suede, Kaiser 

Chiefs, Kasabian, Queen, Keane, Stereophonics, Caesars, Elbow, Bruce 

Springsteen, R.E.M., Nickelback, The Offspring, Aerosmith, The Rolling Stones, Biffy 
Clyro, The Beatles, David Bowie, Nirvana, The Police and Blur. 


Notable DJs[edit] 
Weekdays[edit] 


e Dave Berry 

e Leona Graham 

e Pete Donaldson 
e Danielle Perry 

e Sarah Champion 


Weekends[edit] 


e Frank Skinner 
e Jason Manford 
e Claire Sturgess 
e Matt Forde 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


Virgin Radio's original line-up included Russ Williams, Richard Skinner, Mitch 
Johnson, Tommy Vance, Jonathan Coleman and Nick Abbot. 


Other past presenters on the network include Danny Baker, Robin Banks, Kelly-Anne 
Smith, Vicki Butler-Henderson, Robin Burke, Martin Collins, Gary Davies, Daryl 
Denham, Chris Evans (who also owned the station), Ben Jones, Neil Francis, Alan 
Freeman, Tony Hadley, Nicky Horne, Janey Lee Grace, Kevin Greening, Gary King, Jason 
King, Phil Kennedy, Jeremy Kyle, Allan Lake, lain Lee, Geoff Lloyd, Tim Lovejoy, Pete 
Mitchell, Al Murray, Christian O'Connell, John Osborne, Lynn Parsons, Steve 

Penk, Annabel Port, Vic Reeves, Joel Ross, Jo Russell, Holly Samos, Harriet Scott, Tim 
Shaw, Graeme Smith, Suggs, David Tennant, Clive Warren, Ray Cokes and Dave 
Gorman. 


Sport[edit] 


From the 2010-11 to the 2015-16 seasons, Absolute Radio broadcast live commentary 
of 32 Premier League games on Saturday afternoons. lan Wright joined the station to 
host a post-match phone-in programme, as well as a regular music show on Absolute 
Radio 90s and a football podcast. 


From 2013 to 2014, Absolute Radio held UK radio rights to American football's National 
Football League. 


Broadcast[edit] 
Studios[edit] 


Virgin Radio and Absolute Radio broadcast from studios at 1 Golden Square since Virgin 
Radio's launch in 1993.25 


AM transmission[edit] 


The 1215 kHz frequency (247 metres) was used, in selected areas only, by the BBC 
Light Programme until 1967. It was then used nationally as the original home of BBC 
Radio 14 until 22 November 1978, then from 23 November 1978 until 28 February 
1992 by BBC Radio 3. 


In a number of areas, particularly where the signals from the main 1215 transmitters 
overlap with each other, Absolute Radio uses filler transmitters on different frequencies. 
Below is a list of the AM transmitters in use by Absolute Radio (transmitters marked ** 
were turned off from May 2018; transmitters marked A had their power reduced from 
May 2018):s%r% 
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FM transmission[edit] 


The station is available on 105.8 FM from the Crystal Palace transmitting station in 
London. 


Satellite distribution[edit] 


In the summer of 1993, Virgin Radio began broadcasting in stereo on the Astra 

1A satellite on an audio sub-carrier of the Sky News channel." This service ceased 
on 1 July 2001 in anticipation of Sky's cessation of its analogue satellite service. 

2051 Virgin Radio was one of the first 20 radio stations which joined the Sky Digital service 
on 20 November 1999.2° Carried on Astra 2A, it launched on the channel 917 of the Sky 
EPG, 222981 and can today be found as Absolute Radio on channel 0107. 


Website and internet broadcasting[edit] 


Virgin Radio launched its first website on 7 March 1996.2%201 Designed by AKQA,@4 it 
hosted a live RealAudio stream, making it the first European radio station to stream 24- 
hours a day on the internet.222 The station went on to redesign the website a further six 
times as Virgin Radio. Streaming audio formats and presentation developed over 
time: QuickTime streaming was added in July 1999, an interactive media player 
launched in October 1999, an Ogg-Vorbis stream was launched in June 2003,2 and HE- 
AAC and Ogg-FLAC streams were launched in December 2009.22 In Autumn 2012 it 
launched the Opus Streaming Trial™! as part of the Listen Labs, including streams for all 


seven stations in 24, 64 and 96 kbit/s. This trial was cancelled without further notice in 
autumn 2014, along with the live webcams and the public playlist API.2“ 


In 2001, Virgin Radio joined the Measurecast@! and Arbitron" internet broadcasting 
measurement services. Both measurement services have since closed. In 2009, 
Absolute Radio started publishing its internet listening and download statistics.“4 


Virgin Radio was also among the first to explore the opportunities for delivering its 
services to mobile phones. It took part in a joint venture with Ericsson in 1999 to 
investigate the use of third-generation (3G) mobile phone technologies for radio, 

ms launched a WAP site in 2000" and took part in a trial in 2001 with Crown 

Castle and Manx Telecom to explore the use of 3G phones to add interactivity to digital 
radio broadcasts.2! In 2009, Absolute Radio launched an application for 

the Apple iPhone”? and tagging for the Apple iPod Nano." In 2010 applications were 
released for the Amazon Kindle,223! the Nokia Ovi Store, the BlackBerry") and Windows 
Phone 7"! and Absolute Radio was selected as a launch partner for the 

Apple iAd mobile advertising network.!2# 


In January 2014, Absolute Radio Network has restricted the access to the internet radio 
on their own website to UK listeners only, and removed their apps for iPhone and 
Android in non-UK app stores.224 

Sister stations[edit] 

Main article: Absolute Radio sister stations 


A number of subsidiary stations to Virgin Radio and Absolute Radio have been launched 
as online and digital radio services over recent years, many being established during 
the period when SMG plc was in charge of the station. The stations were collectively 
known as the Virgin Radio Network (now the Absolute Radio Network). All 
‘Absolute’ branded channels broadcast online and via smartphone apps, with several 
also transmitted over DAB, and digital television platforms. The line-up of stations within 
the network has changed over time, and those currently on air are: 


Absolute Classic Rock[edit] 
Main article: Absolute Classic Rock 


A radio station on DAB, Virgin Media, Sky and the Internet playing classic rock from the 
sixties to the nineties. Launched as Virgin Radio Classic Rock in 2000 as part of SMG 
Radio strategy to trade total network listening hours at a time when analogue listening 
hours had been falling. The service was rebranded as Absolute Classic Rock in 2008. 


Absolute Radio 60S[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 60s 


Launched on 22 November 2011, Absolute 60s is the sixth radio station launched under 
the Absolute branding. The station is broadcast on DAB, some digital television 
networks, and online. The station has defined itself as "the home of the Beatles, Stones 
and Mo-Town". With The Beatles and The Rolling Stones as highlights of the station's 
broadcasts, this will focus on music originating from the 1960s. Pete Mitchell is the main 
daytime presenter, returning to Golden Square: he was last on Virgin Radio in 2005 
hosting the Breakfast show with Geoff Lloyd. 


Absolute Radio 70S[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 70s 


Launched on 29 November 2011, Absolute 70s is the seventh radio station launched 
under the Absolute branding. The station is broadcast on DAB and online. With Rod_ 
Stewart, David Bowie and Prince as highlights of the station's broadcast, this will focus 
on music originating from the 1970s. Richard Skinner, another previous DJ from the 
Virgin Radio days, returned to Golden Square to feature on this station. 


Absolute Radio 80S[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 80s 


A radio station on DAB, Freesat, Sky, Virgin Media and the Internet which plays classic 
hits, and is aimed at "reluctant adults" who want to reconnect with the tunes of their 
youth. Absolute Radio 80s was launched on 4 December 2009. 

Absolute Radio 90s[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 90s 


Absolute Radio 90s launched on 21 June 2010 on DAB to a 13 million population in 
London, Essex, Wiltshire, Bristol, Berkshire and Bath. The station is also available on Sky 
0201 and online via website and mobile smartphones. 

Absolute Radio O0Os[edit] 

Main article: Absolute Radio 00s 

Absolute Radio 00s launched on 10 December 20102! at 10 am online and on DAB 
Digital Radio in London.“2 After an internet poll, the first song played was Mr. 
Brightside by The Killers. 

Absolute Radio 10s[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 10s 


Absolute Radio 10s launched at 10am on 18 November 2019 and operates solely online. 
The first song played by presenter Jay Lawrence was Bastille with "Pompeii". 


Former spin-off stations[edit] 
Main article: Absolute Radio sister stations § Former stations 


dabbi[edit] 
Main article: dabbl 


dabbl was a user-controlled music radio station broadcast on the Internet and selected 
local DAB multiplexes 24 hours a day, and on DAB in London from 7 pm to 6 am daily. 
Its content was chosen by members of Absolute's VIP Service, who select songs which 
are then voted for. Songs with the most votes are then broadcast. dabbl has now 
ceased, its DAB slots outside London taken by Absolute Radio 90s. 


Virgin Radio Groovef[edit] 
Main article: Virgin Radio Groove 


A radio station on DAB, Virgin Media, Sky and the Internet which 
played motown, soul and disco music. Originally named The Groove, it was rebranded 
as a Virgin Radio station in 2004 and closed at the end of 2007.1% 


Liquidfedit] 


Liquid was a station playing indie, alternative and Britpop. It ran on DAB in London 
between 2000 and 2004, with its slot taken by Virgin Radio Classic Rock (now Absolute 
Classic Rock). 


Virgin Radio Party Classics[edit] 


Launched on 15 June 2006, Virgin Radio Party Classics played party pop music. The 
radio station was based on Suggs' Virgin Party Classics show broadcast on Virgin Radio. 
The station, which broadcast on Sky Digital and online, closed down on Friday 13 
October 2006. 


Absolute Xtreme[edit] 
Main article: Absolute Xtreme 


A radio station on DAB, Virgin Media, Sky and the Internet, playing new music. Absolute 
Xtreme was launched (as Virgin Radio Xtreme) on 5 September 2005, by Lali Parikh 
(Station Manager) with Steve Harris being the main on air talent. On 4 December 2009, 
Absolute Xtreme was replaced on DAB and digital TV by Absolute Radio 80s. 


Virgin Radio Viva (cancelled)[edit] 


Virgin Radio Viva, which was due to launch on the new 4 Digital Group platform (which 
ultimately never launched), was due to be a popular music station aimed at 15- to 29- 
year-old females. It did not go ahead.2221 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Absolute Radio, and its predecessor Virgin 
1215/Virgin Radio. 


Virgin Radio[edit] 
1990s[edit] 
1990 


e The 1990 Broadcasting Act paves the way for the launch of Independent National 
Radio (INR) stations in the United Kingdom. The Radio Authority is mandated to 


award three licences, awarding each licence to the highest cash bidder, providing 
that the applicant meets criteria set down in the Broadcasting Act. 


1991 


e October - The second Independent National Radio licence is advertised.= It will 
broadcast on MW, using the 1197 kHz and 1215 kHz frequencies, which will be 
relinquished by BBC Radio 3.“ 


1992 


e 29 February - BBC Radio 3 stops broadcasting on 1197 kHz and 1215 kHz MW. 

e April - The Radio Authority awards the second Independent National Radio licence to 
Independent Music Radio, a consortium jointly owned by TV-am and Virgin 
Communications Ltd. There had been four other applicants for the licence. 


1993 


e Ahead of its launch on MW, Virgin campaigns to broadcast nationally on FM. It 
spends 1993 lobbying to broadcast on BBC Radio 4's FM frequencies. 

e March - TV-am sells its stake in Virgin Radio“ to Apax Partners, JP Morgan 
Investment Corporation and Sir David Frost. e% 

e 30 April - The station launches as Virgin 1215 at 12.15 pm on 30 April 1993. 
4a Richard Branson was the first voice to be heard, live from the Virgin Megastore in 
Manchester, with Richard Skinner the first voice back in the London studios. The first 


song to be played is a cover version of the Steppenwolf song "Born to be Wild", 
recorded by Australian group INXS. 

Summer - Virgin 1215 begins broadcasting in stereo on the Astra 1A satellite on an 
audio sub-carrier of the Sky News channel.2422) 

July - Jonathan Coleman becomes Russ Williams breakfast show co-host. Also, Kevin 
Greening moves from weekend slots to the weekday afternoon show. 

December - Kevin Greening becomes the first presenter to leave Virgin 1215. 


1994 


January - Gary Davies joins the station to present the Sunday morning Classic 
Tracks show. 

Having been unsuccessful at trying to obtain BBC Radio 4's FM frequencies, the 
station tries to persuade The Radio Authority to allocate the recently available 105- 
108 MHz part of the FM waveband to a fourth INR licence as part of a renewed bid to 
broadcast nationally on FM." 

29 June - Following its failure to persuade The Radio Authority to use 105-108 MHz 
FM for a new commercial national station, Virgin Radio applies for one of the new 
licenses to broadcast to London.™! 

8 October - Virgin Radio is awarded one of the new London-wide FM licences.2# 


1995 


10 April - Virgin Radio starts broadcasting on FM in London. The station is a full 
simulcast of the national service apart from a 45 minute weekday early evening 
programme, presented initially by Rowland Rivron,2922 

April - To co-inside with the launch of Virgin London, the national station is renamed 
as Virgin Radio. 

3 December - Following a brief sabbatical, Gary Davies returns to take over the 
Sunday late show. 


1996 


7 March - Virgin Radio launches its first website. 22221 

15 March - Alan Freeman joins the station to present a new Friday night rock show. 
3 August - Lynn Parsons joins the station to present the weekend early evening 
show. 

October - Richard Skinner, who presented the first show, leaves the station. Graham 
Dene replaces Richard as the presenter of the weekday morning show. 


1997 


May - It is announced that Capital Radio has agreed to acquire Virgin Radio in an 
£87 million deal.2 Capital's plans included moving Virgin Radio from 1 Golden 
Square to Capital's Leicester Square building and splitting programming between 
the AM and FM services.24 The Radio Authority approved the acquisition, but Nigel 
Griffiths, the Consumer Affairs Minister, referred the takeover to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission (MMC).22:, The MMC report into the takeover would not be 
issued until January 1998, and would recommend that the deal could only go ahead 
if Capital Gold was sold or Virgin's London FM licence was left out of the deal.24 The 
delay in approval of the Capital acquisition ultimately leads to the deal not going 
through. 

26 September - Alan Freeman presents his final rock show for Virgin Radio. 25 


13 October - Chris Evans rejoins the station to take over the breakfast show 

from Russ Williams who moves to Drivetime before being transferred to the mid- 
morning show in early 1998. 

9 December - Chris Evans's media production company, Ginger Media Group, buys 
Virgin Radio from Richard Branson for £85m. Branson had planned to sell the station 
to Capital Radio, but Evans, who had not wanted to work for the station, launched a 
rival bid. 29241 


1998 


August - Virgin Radio launches a new Saturday afternoon football show called Rock 
'n' Roll Football.22 

5 October - Virgin Radio starts simulcasts of the breakfast show on Sky One each 
morning for an hour between 7.30 and 8.30 am. When a track was played on the 
radio, viewers saw a video at the same time.22221 


Lynn Parsons leaves. 


1999 


January - Gary Davies takes over the weeknight late show. 

7 February - Danny Baker joins the station to present a Saturday morning show. He 
replaces Jonathan Ross. 

15 November - Virgin Radio starts broadcasting on DAB digital radio following the 
launch of the UK’s first national commercial multiplex Digital One. 

17 December - Britain's first million pounds prize is given away, on a segment 

of Chris Evans's Virgin breakfast show called Someone's Going to be a Millionaire (a 
reference to ITV's Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?, which at the time has not had a 
million pound winner). 


2000s[edit] 
2000 


March - Scottish Media Group (now STV Group plc) buys Virgin Radio for 

£225 million. The Scottish Media Group, which owned Scottish Television and 

the Herald newspaper, fought off other bidders including Clear 

Channel, NRJ and Guardian Media. Evans personally made £75 million out of the 
sale.2% 

April - Leona Graham joins. 

26 June - The Groove launches. Virgin Radio Classic Rock also launches in 2000. 
October - Clive Warren joins to present the Sunday afternoon show. 

14 December - Gary Davies leaves” and in the new year Clive Warren replaces him 
as presenter of the weeknight late show. 


Danny Baker leaves. 


2001 


28 June - Chris Evans was dismissed for repeatedly failing to arrive at work. Evans 
was replaced by the older Steve Penk, whom Evans criticised for his age - 39 versus 
Evans's then 35.21 Evans subsequently attempted to sue Virgin Radio, claiming that 
he was unfairly dismissed and denied share options worth £8.6 million,2 but in 2003 
was found to have been fairly dismissed and not entitled to the share options.& 


2002 


e 28 January - Less than a month after joining the station, Daryl Denham takes over 
the breakfast show from Steve Penk. presented the 6 am - 10 am Breakfast Show,» 

e 1 July - Jeremy Kyle joins the station to present a weeknight show called /ezza's 
Virgin Confessions. He replaces Clive Warren who had left the station at the start of 
2002. 


2003 


e 6 January - Pete and Geoff take over the breakfast show. They replace Daryl 
Denham who moves to the Drivetime show. 


2004 


e Richard Skinner rejoins the station to present for Virgin Radio Classic Rock. He also 
provides holiday cover on the main station. 

e Soul, Motown and disco spin-off station The Groove is renamed Virgin Radio Groove. 

e June - Jeremy Kyle and Daryl Denham leave. 


2005 


e 5 September - Virgin Xtreme launches. The station plays modern rock music. 

e December - Richard Skinner leaves Virgin Radio Classic Rock when the station 
dispenses with live programming. 

e 16 December - Pete and Geoff present the breakfast show for the final time. 


2006 


e 3 January - Geoff Lloyd launches The Geoff Show. It runs Monday to Thursday late 
evenings. 

e 23 January - Former XFM presenter Christian O'Connell joins to present The Christian 
O'Connell Breakfast Show. ®® 

e 13 June - SMG plc signs a deal with YooMedia to make Virgin Radio available 
on Freeview.24 

e 15 June - Virgin Radio Party Classics launches. The station was a full-time spin-off 
of Suggs' Party Classics show. 

e 13 October - Virgin Radio Party Classics closes. 


2007 


e 3 August - Tony Hadley replaces Suggs as host of Virgin Radio's Party Classics show. 
[38] 


e 30 November - Less than a year after taking over the afternoon show, Suggs leaves 
the station. He is replaced by Drive presenter Neil Francis with Nick Jackson moving 
from weekends to take over Drivetime.2% 


2008 


e 6 January - lain Lee“ and JK and Joel join the station to present weekend shows. 

e 4 April - Virgin Radio Groove stops broadcasting. 

e 30 May - SMG sells Virgin Radio to TIML Golden Square Limited, a subsidiary of The_ 
Times Group for £53.2 million with £15 million set aside for rebranding. As part of 
the deal, Absolute Radio International, which operates two FM licences in Oxford, will 
manage the station. “2421 


e 1 September - The station's new owners announce that Virgin Radio will be 
rebranded as Absolute Radio at the end of the month.“ 

e 25 September - The final edition of The Geoff Show is broadcast. JK and Joel also 
leave at around the same time. 


Absolute Radio[edit] 
2000s[edit] 
2008 


e 29 September - At 7:45 am Virgin Radio is relaunched as Absolute Radio and sister 
station Virgin Classic Rock is renamed Absolute Classic Rock. 


2009 


e March - Frank Skinner joins the station to host the Saturday breakfast show. The 
programme has initially only been planned to last 12 weeks but was extended due 
to its popularity.” The show is still running with both Emily Dean and Alun 
Cochrane. mus 

e 1 October - Absolute Xtreme closes and a 'user-controlled' station 
called Dabbl launches.“ 

e 12 November - lain Lee replaces Ben Jones as presenter of the weeknight late show. 
Consequently Sunday Night Show ends. 

e 4 December - Absolute Radio 80s launches although DAB carriage is restricted to a 
part-time slot in London.& 


2010s[edit] 
2010 


e 14 May - Absolute Radio 80s launches on the Digital One multiplex.&4 

e 21 June - Absolute Radio 90s launches. It uses the part-time London slot previously 
occupied by Absolute 80s.54 

e 16 July - Absolute Radio Extra launches as an opt-out service from Absolute Radio. 
621 |t broadcasts on Saturday afternoons to provide football coverage following the 
station's acquisition of rights to some Premier League football matches.= 

e August - Absolute 90s launches on the Digital One multiplex, initially as a two-month 
test. Two months later the carriage agreement was made permanent. 

e 25 August - dabbl closes.&4! 

e 10 December - Absolute Radio 00s launches.& 


2011 


e 29 July - Ben Jones leaves after a decade at Virgin Radio/Absolute Radio. 

e 18 October - lain Lee leaves.&4 

e 1 November Frank Skinner's Saturday morning show starts to be simulcast across 
the decades-only stations and Absolute Classic Rock with different music played on 
each station between the links. &2 

e 22 November - Absolute Radio 60s launches.&2 

e 29 November - Absolute Radio 70s launches. The first show is presented by Richard 
Skinner, who had launched Virgin 1215 18 years earlier. 


2012 


e 13 August - To celebrate Team GB's Olympic success at London 2012 Absolute 
Radio's breakfast show host Christian O'Connell plays Spandau Ballet's 1983 
hit Gold 29 times between 6.00am and 10.30am, matching the number of gold 
medals won by Britain's athletes. 


2013 


e 23 April - The Radio Today website reports that Absolute Radio has 
removed Absolute Radio 60s and Absolute Classic Rock from several DAB platforms 
in England and Wales, but the stations continue to broadcast in London and online.! 

e 29 July - Bauer Media Group announces that it intends to purchase Absolute from 
current owner, The Times Group for an amount believed to be between £20m-£25m, 
pending regulatory approval of the sale. 

e 23 December - The deal for Bauer to buy Absolute Radio is cleared by the Office of 
Fair Trading. '& 

e Absolute Radio acquires rights to broadcast the American football's National Football 
League. The station only held the rights for a single season. 


2014 


e No events. 
2015 


e 5 January - Absolute Radio changes from broadcasting in stereo to mono to make 
way for Magic on the Digital One multiplex. Also, Absolute 90s is removed from 
the Digital One multiplex. 

e 9 February - Absolute 70s starts broadcasting on free-to-air satellite. 

e 2 April - Absolute 80s announces that it will begin airing classic charts from the 
1980s in the 4.00-7.00pm Sunday slot vacated by Radio 1. The show, hosted 
by Martyn Lee, will begin in May.'! 

e 28 April - Russ Williams announces that he will be leaving his mid-morning show on 
Absolute Radio after presenting the programme for 20 years. 

e July - Danielle Perry joins the station to present the weekday mid-afternoon show. 

e 7 September - Absolute Radio starts broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands, 
replacing Planet Rock. 


2016 


e 29 February - Absolute 80s moves from Digital One to the newly launched Sound 
Digital multiplex although it continued to broadcast on Digital One until the end of 
April 2016. 

e May - One of the station's original presenters Russ Williams leaves at the end of the 
2015/16 football season. He had ended his 23 years at the station presenting the 
Saturday afternoon programme Rock and Roll Football which ends following 
Absolute Radio's decision to drop its coverage of Premier League football. 


2017 


e 18 January - Absolute Radio presenters Geoff Lloyd and Annabel Port leave the 
station.©! They leave in April. 


e 2 October - Dave Berry joins the station to present the weekday drive time show.! 
2018 


e 29 January - Absolute 90s returns to the Digital One multiplex. 

e May - Bauer announces that it will switch off a number of Absolute Radio's filler 
transmitters and reduce power at five of its main transmitters. This will reduce the 
station's reach on MW from 90% to 85%. 

e 18 May - Christian O'Connell presents the breakfast show for the final time.22! 

e 21 May - Pete Donaldson replaces Dave Berry as presenter of the weekday 
"Hometime" show. Dave is to become the new breakfast show presenter. 

e 23 May - Absolute 70s ends radio transmission and becomes an on-line station. It 
had previously been available on DAB in London and on free-to-air satellite. 

e 4 June - Dave Berry takes over the breakfast show. 

e 23 October - Launch of Jack Radio on DAB, a station from the Absolute Radio team 
and the first radio station to have a playlist made up entirely of female artists. Jack 
will also feature female sports and material from female stand-up comedians.™! 

e 17 December - Absolute Radio stops broadcasting on FM in the West Midlands. The 
frequency will be transferred to Greatest Hits Radio. 


2019 


e 7 January - Absolute Classic Rock starts broadcasting on MW 
in Birmingham, Wolverhampton and Shropshire. 

e 18 November - Absolute Radio 10s launches. Unlike the other decades-only stations, 
Absolute 10s operates exclusively online.' 
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The British radio station Absolute Radio has operated a number of subsidiary radio 
stations operated over digital platforms in recent years. Six such services are currently 
on air, and a number of others have previously been provided. The majority of the 
stations have been associated with the Virgin/Absolute service by inclusion of the 
parent brand within the station name, though this has not been the case for all services. 
The stations have principally broadcast on DAB digital radio and/or digital 

television platforms, as streaming services on the Internet, and, more recently, as apps 
for devices such as smartphones and tablets. 


Current stations[edit] 


Absolute Classic Rock[edit] 
Main article: Absolute Classic Rock 


This station, playing classic rock music from the sixties to the nineties, was established 
as online back-to-back music service Virgin Classic in 2000, capitalising on the 
popularity of classic rock music within the general Virgin Radio schedule. The station 
was relaunched as a presenter-led service under the name Virgin Radio Classic 
Rock in 2004, and launched onto DAB in London (replacing Liquid). The station was 
subsequently made available on Virgin Media, Sky and, from 2008, Freesat. As part of 
the 2008 rebrand of Virgin Radio to Absolute Radio, Virgin Radio Classic Rock was 
renamed Absolute Classic Rock. The availability of Absolute Classic Rock was extended 
in late 2010 when the service was rolled out to a number of other DAB multiplexes, 
mainly in the north of England where it replaced Global Radio-owned Gold on several 
Bauer Media-owned DAB platforms. (Global later reintroduced Gold to these areas in 
January 2011 by withdrawing their own rival classic rock service The Arrow from MXR 
North East and three local multiplexes in Yorkshire, and putting Gold in its place.) 


Absolute Radio 60S[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 60s 


In October 2011, Absolute announced the imminent launch of two new stations to 
complete their series of decade-themed services. The first of these, Absolute Radio 60s, 
covers a range of 1960s music, stretching from British pop/rock bands of the era such 
as The Beatles and The Rolling Stones to soul and Motown tracks.“ The 60s service 


began broadcasting from 22 November 2011 on various DAB multiplexes around the 
country and online. A holding website went live at absoluteradio60s.co.uk following the 
announcement, with basic information including the proposed station schedule. It was 
later revealed that Absolute Radio 60s would broadcast on various DAB multiplexes on 
which Absolute Classic Rock currently broadcasts, with Classic Rock reducing its 
broadcast capacity on each multiplex to release space for the 60s service.2 


Absolute Radio 70S[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 70s 


The other new station is Absolute Radio 70s, which launched on Tuesday 29 November 
2011." This station plays a broad mix of music from the era, ranging from rock and 
punk, to glam and soul. Announced on the same day as the 60s service, but launching a 
week later, Absolute Radio 70s launched on DAB initially in London only, but will also be 
available nationally and globally online. A website holding page was opened at 
absoluteradio70s.co.uk in line with the announcement of the station, which carries 
station information and an indicative schedule. Absolute Radio 70s shares the DAB slot 
currently used by Absolute Radio 00s, with 00s cutting its broadcast capacity (and 
switching to broadcast in mono) to release space for the 70s service.2 


Absolute Radio 80S[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 80s 


This station, dedicated to playing classic hits from the 1980s, launched on 4 December 
2009 in place of Absolute Xtreme, initially taking Xtreme's London DAB slot alongside its 
national Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media positions. It also broadcasts online. Described as 
being aimed at "reluctant adults" who want to reconnect with the tunes of their youth, 
Absolute Radio 80s plays a range of pop and rock hits from the decade and bills itself as 
"the UK's only 1980s radio station" (other all-80s music services are available online, 
but these do not have the DAB/digital TV broadcast platforms which Absolute Radio 80s 
does.) In May 2010, Absolute Radio 80s moved onto the national Digital One DAB 
platform; its London slot was used to launch Absolute Radio 90s the following month. 


Absolute Radio 90s[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 90s 


Absolute 90s launched on 21 June 2010 on DAB, initially taking the London slot vacated 
by Absolute Radio 80s moving to Digital One, and then subsequently replacing dabbl in 
Essex, Wiltshire, Bristol, Berkshire and Bath. Shortly after launch, the 90s service 
became available on Digital One, sharing a broadcast slot with Absolute Radio Extra, for 
what was initially billed as a five-week trial run; however, the trial continued beyond 
this, and in November 2010 it was confirmed that 90s would remain available nationally 
on a regular basis. The station is also available on Sky, with Absolute having leased 
back channel 0203 from WRN; like Absolute's other stations, the 90s service is available 
online and via mobile smartphones. As the name suggests, the station plays music from 
the 1990s, following a similar format to the Absolute Radio 80s service. As with Absolute 
Radio 80s, the Christian O'Connell breakfast programme is simulcast on the digital 
station, as is relevant 90s programming from the main Absolute Radio. 


Absolute Radio O0Ss[edit] 


Main article: Absolute Radio 00s 


A third 'decade' station launched in December 2010. The service will initially be run ona 
trial basis until January 2011 but could be extended thereafter. As with the 80s and 90s 


stations, the new service will broadcast a range of music from the relevant decade and 
will feature shows hosted by Absolute Djs.“ The station will broadcast on DAB in 
London, online and via smartphone apps. The announcement of Absolute Radio 00s was 
accompanied by the news that Absolute Radio 90s would remain on the Digital One 
national platform on a regular basis following its trial run; the London DAB slot 
previously taken by Absolute Radio 90s was reallocated to the 00s service. Absolute 
Radio 00s is not currently available via digital TV. 


Absolute Radio 10S[edit] 


The eighth station in the Absolute Radio network began broadcasting at 10am on 
Monday 18 November 2019, and operates solely online. Like the other Absolute 
decades, the station will air the main Absolute Radio Breakfast and Hometime shows 
with decade-relevant music inserted, and the weekend Frank Skinner and Jason Manford 
programmes. A launch special, presented by Absolute DJ Jay Lawrence, played the 
station's first track, "Pompeii" by Bastille. 


Former stations[edit] 


Various stations have been operated as subsidiaries of Virgin Radio and/or Absolute 
Radio over time but are no longer provided. These include: 


Absolute Radio Extra[edit] 


Established in 2010, Absolute Radio Extra enabled Absolute to carry its FA Premier 
League football coverage on DAB. During match coverage, the analogue frequencies of 
Absolute were split, with the London 105.8 FM service carrying scores-and-music show 
"Rock 'n Roll Football", and the national 1215 AM service carrying match coverage. On 
DAB, the main Absolute service carried "Rock 'n Roll Football", with Extra carrying 
match coverage. Extra was also used for coverage of music festivals and events (such 
as V Festival) in addition to the coverage available on the main station. Absolute Radio 
Extra has subsequently ceased operation: the core Absolute service on DAB continues 
to relay the shared programming output of the national AM/London FM service. 


dabbl[edit] 
Main article: dabbl 


Established in 2009 by the "One Golden Square Labs" research and development team 
within Absolute Radio, dabbl was an experimental user-controlled radio service. The 
dabbl platform operated 24 hours a day online at dabbl.co.uk - its first DAB outlet was 
in the nights-only (7pm to 6 am) slot on DRG London previously vacated by Virgin Radio 
Groove, though the 24-hour dabbl was subsequently made available on local DAB 
platforms in the Essex and Bristol/Bath/Wiltshire areas. The technology used allowed 
the station to be "interactive" - members of Absolute Radio's "VIP" online user 
community selected and voted for music to be played on the service. The music 
recordings played included a number of live session tracks and concert recordings. At 
the time of the closure of Absolute Xtreme, its listeners were advised to retune to dabbl 
for alternative music service. Following the initial experiment, dabbl ceased to 
broadcast as a radio station in summer 2010; its DAB slot outside London was taken up 
by Absolute Radio 90s. However, the technology which powered dabbl may be used in 
other ways in the future. 


Liquid[edit] 


Liquid was a station playing indie-pop, alternative hits and Britpop. It was launched on 
DAB in London in 2000 as part of the initial line-up of DRG London. Programmes 
principally took the form of pre-recorded links by some of Virgin Radio's presenters. 
Liquid closed in 2004; the previously online-only Virgin Radio Classic Rock (now 
Absolute Classic Rock) took its place on DAB, and remains there today. 


Absolute Xtreme[edit] 
Main article: Absolute Xtreme 


This station played new, independent and alternative music; it grew from Virgin Radio's 
new/underground music programming of the time (such as "Razor Cuts" and "The 
Edge"); presenter of "The Edge", Steve Harris, was the principal voice on the station at 
its launch. The station was launched by station manager Lali Parikh on 5 September 
2005, with the first content on air being a special launch announcement broadcast at 
12.15 am that morning (a reference to the parent station's 1215AM frequency). Xtreme 
took over the digital TV and Switch London DAB slots previously held by Virgin Radio 
Groove, though Groove continued as an online station (and would later return to DAB 
and TV). Programming largely consisted of back-to-back music (with pre-recorded song 
introductions from Steve Harris), though Harris also hosted a live three-hour version of 
"The Edge" for the station on Friday nights. Following Harris' departure from Virgin (he 
joined Xfm London), the live show was axed and a new set of song introductions 
recorded by various Virgin Radio DJs were brought in. Xtreme survived the Absolute 
relaunch of October 2008, becoming Absolute Xtreme, but 4 December 2009 saw the 
station come off air, replaced on London's DAB platform and digital TV by Absolute 
Radio 80s. Listeners seeking alternative music were advised to switch to dabbl, though 
that service was not available on digital TV and was only on DAB in London in the 
evenings. 


Virgin Radio Groove[edit] 
Main article: Virgin Radio Groove 


This station played Motown, soul and disco music. Originally named The Groove when 
launched to Switch London's DAB platform in 2000, the station was relabelled The 
Virgin Radio Groove in 2004 as part of moves to introduce the Virgin brand to the 
subsidiary stations (the change took place at around the time Liquid was replaced by 
Virgin Radio Classic Rock). Groove and Classic Rock were subsequently also made 
available via satellite TV. In September 2005, Virgin Radio Xtreme launched and took 
over the London DAB and digital TV platforms previously carrying Groove. However, 
Groove continued as an online-only service. In 2006, Groove returned to London's DAB 
offering, though this was in a mono, evenings-only slot on DRG London. Then, in June 
2006, Groove returned to Sky's line-up 24 hours a day as part of an expansion of Virgin 
Radio's presence on the platform. In late 2007, ahead of the sale of Virgin Radio to 
TIML, it was announced that Virgin Radio Groove would be closed at the end of 2007. 

“ The official closure date was given as 31 December 2007, though an automated 
placeholder service continued until April 2008. Sky channel 0202 was taken on by WRN 
and subsequently leased to Jazz FM (UK), whilst the 7pm-6am DAB slot would later be 
used by dabbl. 


Virgin Radio Party Classics[edit] 


Launched on 15 June 2006, Virgin Radio Party Classics played party pop music. The 
radio station was based on Suggs' Virgin Party Classics show which was successfully 


running on the main Virgin Radio at the time. The service was similar to a previous 
online-only party music station that Virgin Radio had run in the early 2000s (known 
initially as "Virgin Radio Wheels of Steel" and, following John Revell's departure, "Virgin 
Radio Party!") Party Classics as a station was not available on DAB due to a lack of 
available slots in London; the service broadcast on the Sky Digital platform and online. 
Party Classics was added on Sky 0204 as part of a block of Virgin-operated stations 
added to the Sky radio guide. Programming on the Party Classics station consisted of 
simulcasts of the main station's party shows, and back-to-back music at other times. 
The Party Classics station closed down on Friday 13 October 2006. Its broadcast 
capacity on satellite was used to relocate the main Virgin Radio service (broadcast on 
0107) as a cost-saving measure to reduce the number of satellite transponders Virgin 
Radio broadcast on. Party music continued on Virgin Radio for a time, but Absolute now 
broadcasts 80s, 90s and classic rock themed shows in weekend evening slots (these 
shows are largely simulcast on the relevant current digital channels). 


Virgin 105.8[edit] 


Essentially, this service was a relay onto the Sky Digital platform (channel 0203) of the 
105.8 FM Virgin Radio service available on FM in London. Programme content was the 
same as the MW service (already available on Sky 0107), with the split news, travel and 
advertising content of the London service. The relay began in June 2006 but was later 
stopped, with the slot on 0203 signed over to WRN, who operated it as "Ignition Radio" 
until the team at One Golden Square re-acquired the slot to provide Absolute Radio 90s. 
Ironically, the FM and MW services of Absolute Radio do now provide some split 
programme content (primarily football commentary) and had done in the past, but did 
not do so during the period that 105.8 was available in its own right on Sky. 


Virgin Radio Viva (never launched) [edit] 


Virgin Radio Viva was included as a station proposal when Channel 4 unveiled their 4_ 
Digital Group bid for the proposed second national commercial DAB multiplex. Virgin 
Radio Viva would have been an upbeat melodic station aimed at 15- to 29-year-old 
women. However, Virgin Radio's then-owners SMG plc subsequently withdrew from the 
bid portfolio,“ as part of a scaling-back of the Virgin Radio operation in preparation for 
the sale of the station assets to TIML; this also led to the closure of Virgin Radio Groove 
as a non-core station in the portfolio. 4 Digital Group stated that they would seek a 
replacement service provider to take over the vacated slot. Although 4 Digital Group 
won the contract from Ofcom and were licensed to operate the DAB multiplex, Channel 
4 later withdrew from the proposal on financial grounds, amid concern about future 
funding shortfalls as digital TV switchover approached; the proposed 4 Digital multiplex 
and its other new stations (such as Pure4 and Closer) ultimately never launched. 
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Absolute Classic Rock 


Absolute ciassic 


Radio pp oe 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 


Slogan Rock's Greatest Hits. 


Frequency 990, 1017 & 1152 AM (Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton and Shropshire) 
DAB: 11B (Greater London) 
Virgin Media: 952 
Sky: 0203 


First air 2000 


date 

Format Classic rock 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Absolute Radio 


stations Absolute Radio 60s 


Absolute Radio 70s 


Absolute Radio 80s 


Absolute Radio 90s 


Absolute Radio 00s 


Absolute Radio 10s 


Absolute Radio Extra 


Website www.absoluteclassicrock.co.uk 


Absolute Classic Rock is a radio station part of the Absolute Radio network, 
broadcasting to London via DAB, Virgin Media, Sky and worldwide on the internet. 


Formerly known as Virgin Radio Classic Rock, it originally was an internet-only radio 
station, and launched in 2000 under the name Virgin Classic by Lee Roberts, SMG 
Radio Director.“! On DAB Digital Radio in London, the station launched at 12:15pm 
with Richard Skinner introducing Steppenwolf's "Born to Be Wild". The launch time, 
presenter, and song (though not the artist) were identical to its parent station Virgin 
Radio. 


On 1 September 2008 it was announced that Virgin Radio Classic Rock would be 
rebranded as Absolute Classic Rock on 29 September 2008.2 


The station was removed from Freesat channel 725 on 8 December 2011 because of 
“economic realities".= 


DAB expansion[edit] 


On 10 December 2010 Absolute Classic Rock expanded on DAB from London, taking 
over from Global Radio owned Gold on DAB in the North of England where there were 10 
million potential new listeners on DAB in Newcastle, Sunderland, Darlington, 
Middlesbrough, Leeds, Hull, Scunthorpe, Grimsby, York, Huddersfield, Doncaster, 
Harrogate, Bradford, Sheffield, Blackburn, Preston, Blackpool, Bolton, Lancaster, 
Liverpool, Chester, Wrexham (North Wales) and Warrington 


On 20 December 2010 Absolute Classic Rock launched on DAB to a potential new 3 
million new listeners in Ayr, Bath, Cardiff, Coventry and Exeter. 


In 2011 it was confirmed by Ofcom that to accommodate the launch of new sister 
station Absolute Radio 60s, the reduction of the broadcast bitrate of Absolute Classic 
Rock would be permitted on the various multiplexes on which it broadcasts.“ 


West Midlands changes[edit] 


On 7 January 2019, Bauer closed Free Radio 80s and replaced it with Greatest Hits 
Radio West Midlands. It launched the station on its 105.2 FM frequency which covers 
Birmingham and the Black Country and Bauer chose to allocate its AM frequencies 
which cover that area to Absolute Classic Rock. This is the first time that the station 
has been available on analogue radio. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 
Former presenters include Richard Skinner, Tommy Vance and Alice Cooper. 
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e Official website 
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Absolute Radio Extra 


Broa United Kingdom: 
dcast National (AM); 
area National (DAB) 


Bran Absolute. 


ding 


|Frequ 1215 kHz, AM Variants 
ency (Digital One) 
- 11D (England & Wales) 
- 12A (Scotland) 
Sky: 0107 


First 16 July 2010 


air 


date 


Form Part-time live football and concerts 


Owne Bauer Radio 


Sister Absolute Radio 
statio Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
ns Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 0O0sAbsolute Radio 10s 


Webs web.archive.org/web/20110728111055/http:// 


ite www.absoluteradioextra.co.uk:80/ 


Absolute Radio Extra is a part-time radio service similar to BBC Radio 5 Live Sports 
Extra. The station was launched to broadcast the live coverage of the Premier League 
Games under the Rock n Roll Football brand, also broadcast on the main Absolute 
station and Absolute Radio 90s. The station is also used to broadcast live and pre- 
recorded uninterrupted sets from artists and bands under the Absolute Radio Live 
brand, In 2010 the station broadcast live sets from festivals such as V Festival. Also 
comedy sets are broadcast by Frank Skinner and Dave Gorman. When off air on DAB, 
‘Absolute R Extra’ points to Absolute Radio 90s. 


Presenters([edit] 


e Russ Williams - Saturday 1.30pm - 3pm 


e jim Proudfoot Saturday 3pm - 5pm 
e lan Wright - Saturday 5pm - 6.30pm 


Frequencies[edit] 


Absolute Radio Extra is available on Saturday afternoons on Absolute Radio's AM 
Frequencies between 1.30 and 6.30!<##ierneedea’ In a number of areas, particularly in areas 
where the signal from the main 1215 transmitters overlap with each other, !%2ten 


needed Absolute Radio Extra operates a number of filler transmitters on different 
frequencies :- 


e 1197 kHz - Brighton and Hove, Cambridge, South Devon, Dorset, South Essex, 
Gloucester, Oxford, Nottingham and Derby, Medway, Merseyside 

e 1233 kHz - Berkshire, North Essex, Northampton, Sheffield, Swindon, Gatwick 

e 1242 kHz - Teesside, Dundee, Peterborough and Lincoln and around the Wash 
(Boston transmitter), North Staffordshire and South Cheshire (Stoke) 

e 1260 kHz - Guildford, East Kent 


Absolute Radio 90s[edit] 


The sister station Absolute Radio 90s simulcasts on Absolute Radio Extra's frequencies, 
when the station is off air, !tetezneedea1 
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Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute 
Radio 60s 


Slogan "Home of The Beatles, Stones and 


Motown" 


Frequency DAB: 11B (Greater London) 


First air 22 November 2011 

date 

Format Non-stop music from the 1960s 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister Absolute Radio 


stations Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio 10s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Website www.absoluteradio60s.co.uk 


Absolute Radio 60s is a British radio station dedicated to music from the 1960s. 
Launched by Absolute Radio to complement its decade format radio stations, it first 
aired on 22 November 2011, debuting a week before Absolute Radio 70s. The station 
broadcasts through Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) on the Bauer Radio multiplex in 
Inverness, and is also available online, where it can be accessed using Radioplayer. 
Absolute Radio 60s was the first UK radio station to be dedicated solely to music from 
the decade. 


History[edit] 


Details of Absolute Radio's plan to extend its decade-themed radio stations were 
released in October 2010, following the success of Absolute Radio 80s and Absolute 
Radio 90s, the former of which was ranked eleventh in terms of listener numbers. Two 
new stations were announced on the same day, 18 October, Absolute Radio 60s 

and Absolute Radio 70s, both of which would be dedicated to the music of their 
respective decades. A holding website went live at absoluteradio60s.co.uk following the 
announcement, with basic information including the proposed station schedule. It was 
later revealed that Absolute Radio 60s would share some of the DAB multiplexes used 
by Absolute Classic Rock, with the latter reducing its broadcast capacity on each 
multiplex to make space available for Absolute Radio 60s.2 The 60s service began 
broadcasting from 22 November 2011 on various DAB multiplexes around the country 
and online.® Absolute Radio 70s launched a week later.“ Upon its launch the station 
was more widely available than its 70s counterpart, airing on DAB in London, the north 
and west of England, and Scotland.“ 


On 23 April 2013, the Radio Today website reported that Absolute Radio had removed 
Absolute Radio 60s and Absolute Classic Rock from several DAB platforms in England 
and Wales, but the stations continued to broadcast in London and online. 


On 18 September 2014, it was reported that Absolute Radio 60s would be removed from 
London and the few other remaining local DAB multiplexes but would be added to 
Inverness DAB. The space freed up by this move was to allow Bauer to increase the 
coverage of its Kisstory station. This final reconfiguration of Absolute Radio 60s 
occurred at 1 minute past midnight on 5 January 2015. 


Format([edit] 


Although a separate entity, Absolute Radio 60s takes a limited amount of programming 
from the main Absolute Radio station, chiefly The Christian O'Connell Breakfast 

Show and the weekend programmes The Frank Skinner Show and Jason Manford. From 
23 September 2019, weekday afternoon drivetime show Hometime with Bush and 
Richie is also syndicated. The weekday shows are simulcast live, with weekend shows 
broadcast on a delay; all replace the music played with 1960s tracks using a split 
playlist system. Outside of these programmes, the station no longer has any regular 
presented shows.“ Absolute 60s plays a broad mix of music from the decade, although 
it tends to be geared towards the genre of music heard on Absolute Radio. Tracks 
typically to be heard on the station include those from The Beatles, The Rolling 

Stones, The Velvet Underground and Motown. However, other bands and artists who 
enjoyed success during the 1960s, such as The Searchers and Cliff Richard are not 
included on the playlist.“ During an interview prior to the station's launch, Pete 
Mitchell, who would be presenting on Absolute Radio 60s, stressed that the station 
would not adopt a "gold" format, but would instead play tracks by those who had had an 
influence on the musicians of the present day.“ According to The Guardian the Absolute 
Radio 60s aim is to combine "the "swinging 60s" with "the sound of young America"."2 


Cliff Richard banning airplay[edit] 


During the launch of AR60s, Richard was banned from the station's playlist, according to 
presenter Pete Michell, because he "doesn't fit the cool sound of the swinging sixties 
we're trying to create on the new station" and he's not one of the ‘timeless acts of the 
decade that remain relevant today.’ 


In response to this, Richard accused that the station "is lying to themselves and the 
public, "!#atienneedea He also stated that he sold more singles than The Beatles, and started 
five years before them as well. 


In 16 November 2011, Geoff Lloyd (an original Absolute Radio drive presenter) posted a 
video on YouTube to explain this more systematically. He said that The Rolling Stones, 
The Beatles, Motown "still resonates today" and when new bands are created today, 
"they're listening to those records and getting inspired" but that doesn't happen for 
Richard because "he has no artistic integrity or credibility" and he's just "a singer who 
sings other's materials." 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:24 "Absolute Radio readies '60s and '70s stations". Digital Spy. 18 October 
2011. Retrieved 12 August 2012. 

2. ^ "Ofcom radio broadcast licensing update for October 2011". Office of Communications. 
HM Government of the United Kingdom. 1 November 2011. 

3. ^ Jump up to:2 +< Plunkett, John (18 October 2011). "Absolute Radio 60s and 70s prepare 
for launch". The Guardian. Retrieved 12 August 2012. 

4. ^ Jump up to:? 2 "Absolute Radio launches 60s and 70s". Radio Today. 18 October 2011. 
Retrieved 12 August 2012. 

5. ^ "Absolute Radio stations dropped from DAB". Radio Today. 23 April 2013. Retrieved 24 
April 2013. 

6. ^ "Bauer to remove Absolute 60s from DAB radio". Radio Today. 14 December 2014. 
Retrieved 14 December 2014. 


7. ^ Jump up to:? 2< "Geoff Lloyd on why Absolute Radio 60s is banning Sir Cliff". YouTube. 
16 November 2011. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Absolute Radio 70s 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute 7O 
Radio p> S 

Slogan "The UK's only 70s Radio Station" 
Frequency DAB: (Tayside) 

First air date 29 November 2011 

Format Non-stop music from the 1970s 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Absolute Radio 

Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio 10s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Website www.absoluteradio70s.co.uk 


Absolute Radio 70s is a British radio station dedicated to music from the 1970s. 
Launched by Absolute Radio to complement their decade format radio stations, it first 


aired on 29 November 2011, debuting a week after Absolute Radio 60s. The station 
broadcasts through DAB on the Switch London multiplex in the Greater London area, 
and is also available online, where it can be accessed using Radioplayer. Absolute Radio 
70s went on air in November 2011, and was the first UK radio station to be dedicated 
solely to music from the decade, but it was followed a month later by the similarly 
themed Smooth 70s, which launched nationally on the DAB multiplex. 


History[edit] 


Details of Absolute Radio's plan to extend their decade-themed radio stations were 
released in October 2010, and following the success of Absolute Radio 80s and Absolute 
Radio 90s, the former of which was ranked eleventh in terms of listener numbers.“ Two 
new stations were announced, Absolute Radio 60s and Absolute Radio 70s, both of 
which would be dedicated to the music of their respective decades. Initially the 70s 
station would be available on DAB in London only, but would be accessible nationally 
and internationally through an online service. A website holding page was opened at 
absoluteradio70s.co.uk in line with the announcement of the station, which carries 
station information and an indicative schedule. The 60s service went on air on 22 
November 2011, with Absolute Radio 70s launching a week later on 29 November. 


Absolute Radio 70s shares the DAB slot currently used by Absolute Radio 00s, with 00s 
cutting its broadcast capacity (and switching to broadcast in mono) to release space for 
the 70s service. 


At the time of its launch Absolute Radio 70s branded itself as "The UK's only 70s radio 
station", but was joined on DAB within a few weeks by Smooth 70s, a similarly themed 
station from GMG Radio which was launched nationally on DAB on 27 December 2011. 
“41 However, in spite of its competitor, Absolute 70s continued to style itself as the UK's 
only 1970s-themed radio station.=X2 Smooth 70s subsequently ceased transmission on 6 
October 2013, and its national frequency was taken over by Capital XTRA. Six years 
later, Global resumed transmission of a national 70s music service with the launch 

of Heart 70s, which is now Absolute 70s' chief competitor (other stations, such as Pirate 
70s have existed in the interim, but generally to a smaller broadcast area - in Pirate's 
case, Cornwall). 


Format([edit] 


Although a separate entity, Absolute Radio 70s takes a limited amount of programming 
from the main Absolute Radio station, chiefly The Christian O'Connell Breakfast 

Show and The Frank Skinner Show. Hometime with Bush and Richie was added to the 
schedule of Absolute's digital stations from 23 September 2019. The station itself was 
originally fronted by former Radio 1 presenter Richard Skinner, who presented an 
afternoon programme. Following the station's 2018 downgrading, there were no 
presenters outside of shows shared with Absolute Radio and some specials; in summer 
2019, former Gold breakfast presenter Tony Dibbin joined Bauer to present a weekday 
daytime show on Absolute Radio 70s, which became the only presented programme 
exclusive to the 70s station. 


Absolute 70s plays a broad mix of music from the 1970s, ranging from rock and punk to 
glam and soul. Artists and groups typically heard on the station include David 
Bowie, Kate Bush, Elton John and Blondie.2!4 


Distribution[edit] 


The station's DAB transmission was originally solely to London, in contrast to the wider 
distribution of its siblings, and the 70s station was not affected by the December 
2014/January 2015 changes which impacted many of Absolute's other digital 
transmissions including those of Absolute Radio 60s. 


Absolute Radio 70s has been made available more widely through online transmission 
via Absolute's website and apps, where it appears alongside the other Absolute network 
stations. 


The 70s service was made available nationally via digital satellite television from 9 
February 2015, when the station took over a Sky guide slot previously occupied 

by Insight Radio; it joins Absolute's 80s, 90s and Classic Rock stations on the Sky lineup. 
Although Absolute Radio 70s was not guide-listed on Freesat, it could be manually tuned 
into by Freesat boxes. The station was removed from Sky on 4 June 2018, and was 
replaced by Hits Radio.& 


May 2018 also saw the station, and Kerrang! Radio, removed from London DAB to 
release space for the addition of Hits Radio; the stations were kept active by relocating 
to Bauer's Tayside DAB multiplex - a similar 'placeholder' move had shifted DAB 
transmission of Absolute's 60s and 00s stations to Inverness as part of the 2014/15 
reshuffle (00s having previously been broadcast in London alongside the 70s service.) 
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Absolute 80s 


Radiobs OOS 


City London 
Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Branding Absolute Radio 
Slogan "The UK's 80s Radio Station" 
Frequency DAB: 
11A 
Freesat: 726 
Sky: 0200 


Virgin Media: 951 


First air date 4 December 2009 

Format Non-stop music from the 1980s 
Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister stations Absolute Radio 


Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio 10s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Absolute 80s is a digital radio station in the United Kingdom catering for "reluctant 
adults" who want to reconnect with the tunes of their 1980s youth.” 


History[edit] 
Absolute 80s launched at 7.00 pm on 4 December 2009, replacing Absolute Xtreme. 


The marketing plan for Absolute 80s started with targeted sampling at 80s events such 
as Madness, Pet Shop Boys and Depeche Mode at the O2 Arena, Erasure at the NEC 
Birmingham and Simple Minds at the Wembley Arena. The first track to play on the 
station was "(You Gotta) Fight for Your Right (To Party!)" by the Beastie Boys.ṣ21 


On 14 May 2010, Absolute 80s began broadcasting in mono at 64kbps on Digital 
One national DAB digital radio. 


On 29 February 2016, the station switched to the newly launched Sound 
Digital multiplex (an "upgrade" to 80kbps in mono) although it continued to broadcast 
on Digital One until the end of April 2016.4 


DJs[edit] 


Currently, DJs on Absolute 80s include Leona Graham, Sarah Champion and Richie Firth. 
Claire Sturgess hosts a live 80s show every Friday on sister station Absolute Radio that 
is also simulcast live on Absolute 80s called Friday Night 80s. The Dave Berry Breakfast 
Show is also simulcast live on Absolute 80s. Tony Hadley, the former lead singer 

of Spandau Ballet, hosts the 2-hour show 80s Party on Saturdays from 6pm. Sarah 
Champion looks back on the chart hits of the decade on the 80s Chart Show on a 
Sunday from 4pm. Matthew Rudd hosts a Sunday night show, Forgotten 80s, featuring 
lesser-played hits of the decade from 9pm. From 23 September 2019, Absolute 

Radio's Hometime with Bush and Richie is simulcast on weekdays, with the same ‘split 
playlist’ system as used at breakfast allowing relevant music to be played on each 
station. 


Tuning in[edit] 


e DAB Digital Radio throughout Great Britain on the Sound Digital multiplex 
e Freesat Channel 726 

e Sky Channel 0200 

e Virgin Media Channel 951 
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Absolute Radio 90s 


athe OOs 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister stations 


"The UK's only 90s Radio Station" 


DAB: 

11D (England/Wales/N. Ireland) 
12A (Scotland) 

Sky: 0201 


21 June 2010™ 


Non-stop music from the 1990s 


Bauer Radio 


Absolute Radio 

Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio 10s 


Absolute Radio Extra 


Website Absolute 90s 


Absolute Radio 90s is a spin-off service from Absolute Radio. Like Absolute 80s, this 
DAB spin-off service is a rolling music service which plays music from the 1990s. 
According to the website, tracks typically to be heard on the station include those 
from Blur, Oasis, Nirvana, Primal Scream, The Chemical 

Brothers, Radiohead, Portishead, Guns N' Roses and The Stone Roses amongst others. 


The station launched on DAB Digital Radio in London in June 2010 and on the Digital 
One platform on 25 August 2010 and was initially available for one month as a ‘test’. 

1 However, the availability of the station nationally continued beyond the end of 
September, and after a strong opening Rajar figure, it was confirmed that the 90s 
service would continue to be available on Digital One. It remained on that multiplex 
until January 2015 when its slot was given over to Magic. Ahead of this change Absolute 
90s began appearing on a number of local DAB ensembles from 12 December 2014, 
replacing Kerrang! Radio in many cases. Absolute 90s continues to broadcast nationally 
via satellite TV and online, and from 29 January 2018 the station went nationwide on 
DAB. 


Background[edit] 


The station was announced in May 2010 when Absolute 80s launched on the Digital 
One national multiplex.2 


Launch[edit] 


The service was launched on Monday, 21 June 2010 by Christian O'Connell at 10 am 
with the Oasis song "Roll With It" the first song played on the station. It was then 
followed by a 90s mixtape. 


Like its other digital spin-offs, Absolute Radio 90s also carries the breakfast show 

from Absolute Radio. During the 2013 season, Absolute Radio 90s was the UK's 
broadcaster of National Football League (American football) games, taking over in that 
capacity from BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra. (Absolute Radio abandoned NFL 
broadcasts in 2014.) 


Availability[edit] 


The service, which replaced Absolute 80s, was at launch available to the Greater 
London area via the Switch Digital platform (12A/223.936 MHz) via the following 
transmitter sites (Transmitter Power in brackets): 


e Crystal Palace (2.10 kW) 
e Bluebell Hill (2.00 kW) 

e Reigate (1.51 kW) 

e Guildford (1.00 kW) 

e Zouches Farm (0.35 kW) 


e Hemel Hempstead (0.25 kW) 

e Otford (0.17 kW) 

e Alexandra Palace (0.10 kW) 

e Arkley (0.10 kW) 

e Mount Vernon (0.10 kW) 

e Stoke D'Aberdon (0.01 kW) 

e Shooter's Hill - Thamesmead (0.01 kW) 
In addition, the station 


replaced dabbl in Bristol, Essex, London, Newbury, Reading, Swindon and Cardiff. The 
service is also available on Sky (channel 0203). 


Absolute Radio 90s launched on the Digital One platform in August 2010, initially as a 
test due to run until 30 September 2010.2 This used the broadcast capacity of Absolute 
Radio Extra during that station's downtime. The trial was subsequently extended, and in 
November 2010 it was confirmed that the station would remain on Digital One, sharing 
with Extra as before, on a permanent basis, and that a new station, Absolute Radio 00s 
("Noughties") would launch on DAB in London in December (in the former 90s slot.) As a 
result of its national launch Absolute Radio 90s has now also been removed from the 
other local DAB multiplexes it broadcast on (Absolute Classic Rock took over the slot on 
the Cardiff local multiplex). 


As a result of sharing its Digital One slot with Absolute Radio Extra, Absolute Radio 90s 
was off-air on DAB between 1:30 pm and 6:30 pm on Saturdays. However, the digital TV 
and internet broadcasts of the 90s station were uninterrupted and continuous 
throughout this period. Following the closure of Absolute Radio Extra, Absolute Radio 
90s regained a full uninterrupted service on all platforms. 


From 29 January 2018 the station went nationwide on DAB. 
References[edit] 


1. ^ "Absolute 90s Now Testing". Radio Today. 11 June 2010. Retrieved 11 June 2010.'2emanent 


dead link) 

^ Jump up to:2 * RadioToday Archived 27 April 2012 at the Wayback Machine 

3. = Radio Today! ermanent dead link] 

4. ^ MediaClash. "Listener Updates - Get Digital Radio". www.getdigitalradio.com. Archived 
from the original on 22 November 2010. Retrieved 2 July 2010. 


E 


Absolute Radio 00s 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationjump to search 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
XT citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Absolute Radio 
00s" - news = newspapers = books = scholar = JSTOR (April 2013) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


Coordinates: ““#51.512248°N 0.136937°W 


Absolute Radio 00s 


THE BEST MUSIC OF THE NOUGHTIES 
asese OO 
adio S 
Slogan 21st Century Music. 
Frequency DAB: 11B (Inverness) 
First air date 10 December 2010 
Format Non-stop music from the noughties 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Absolute Radio 

Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 10s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Website Absolute Radio 00s 


Absolute Radio 00s, or Absolute Radio Noughties, is a spin-off service 

from Absolute Radio. In the same format as Absolute Radio 80s and Absolute Radio 90s, 
the station is a rolling music service which airs music from the period 2000-2009, 
focusing chiefly on rock, alternative, 'credible' pop and hip-hop/urban crossover music. 


It launched on 10 December 2010 on the Switch London DAB multiplex, replacing 
Absolute Radio 90s which moved permanently to the national Digital One multiplex 
following a trial period. (Absolute 90s had only launched in the London slot a few 
months prior to this, following Absolute Radio 80s' move to Digital One. )!<##ier needed, |n 
December 2014, Absolute 00s was withdrawn from DAB in London, as part of wider 
alterations, but simultaneously was made available, possibly on a temporary basis, on 
DAB in Inverness. 


Simulcasts[edit] 


As with Absolute's other digital spin-offs, Absolute Radio 00s simulcasts the Dave 

Berry breakfast show from the main Absolute Radio service. In a change to how the 
breakfast show is simulcast, as with the other sister stations, Absolute Radio 00s now 
only features music from the Noughties during the breakfast show. As a promotion for 
the new station, during December 2010 Christian O'Connell would present an additional 
hour (10 am to 11 am) on the 00s station after the end of his main show. !<#tion needea 


From 23 September 2019, Absolute Radio's sibling stations, including 00s, began to 
syndicate the weekday afternoon drivetime show (then Hometime with Bush and Richie) 
from the main station; as at breakfast, a split playlist system will allow relevant music to 
be playing on each station. 


Transmissions [edit] 


The service is currently available, as of December 2014, on digital radio in Inverness, 
via the local DAB multiplex (Block 11B: 218.640 MHz) from the Mount Eagle transmitter. 
(1] 


Prior to December 2014, the station was available via digital radio to the Greater 
London area via the Switch London platform (12A - 223.936 MHz) via the following 
transmitter sites (transmitter power in brackets): 


e Crystal Palace (2.10 kW) 

e Bluebell Hill (2.00 kW) 

e Reigate (1.51 kW) 

e Guildford (1.00 kW) 

e Zouches Farm (0.35 kW) 

e Hemel Hempstead (0.25 kW) 
e Otford (0.17 kW) 

e Alexandra Palace (0.10 kW) 
e Arkley (0.10 kW) 

e Mount Vernon (0.10 kW) 

e Stoke D'Aberdon (0.01 kW) 

e Shooter's Hill - Thamesmead (0.01 kW) 


The London DAB slot occupied by Absolute Radio 00s was initially occupied by The 
Groove (later Virgin Radio Groove), then by Virgin Radio Xtreme from September 2005; 
this was renamed Absolute Xtreme in 2008 and closed in 2009, replaced by Absolute 
Radio 80s; when the 80s service moved to Digital One, Absolute Radio 90s took the slot, 
and when the 90s service also went national, Absolute Radio 00s was launched. 


In 2011 it was confirmed by Ofcom that to accommodate the launch of new sister 
station Absolute Radio 70s, the reduction of the broadcast bitrate of Absolute Radio 00s 
would be permitted, resulting in the station moving from stereo to mono broadcasts. 


In December 2014, Absolute Radio 00s was removed from Switch London as part of a 
wider raft of changes to Bauer's DAB offerings: the Switch slot was taken by Kerrang! 
Radio, migrating from CE London, with the former Kerrang! slot on CE used to 

make Absolute Radio 90s available locally, ahead of the 90s station's removal 

from Digital One in January. For the same reason, also on 12 December carriage of 
Kerrang! on DAB outside London ceased, to release local-level slots for Absolute 90s' 
migration. 


Absolute Radio 00s continues to be available nationally online as previously. 
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Absolute Radio 10s 
Frequency Online 
First air date 18 November 2019 
Format Non-stop music from the 2010s 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Absolute Radio 

Absolute Radio Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Website Absolute Radio 10s 


Absolute Radio 10s is a spin-off service from Absolute Radio. In the same format 

as Absolute Radio 80s, Absolute Radio 90s and Absolute Radio 00s, the station is a 
rolling music service which airs music from the period 2010-2019. It was launched at 
10.00am on 18 November 2019. It is the sixth decades themed station to be launched 


by Absolute's parent company, Bauer Radio, but unlike its sister stations, it operates 
exclusively online.™ 
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dabbl 


City London, Cardiff 
Broadcast United Kingdom: 
area London, Cardiff (DAB) 


Worldwide (Internet) 


Branding dabbl 


Slogan "The radio station where votes decide 


the music." 


Frequency Digital 


First air date 1 October 2009 


(ended 25 August 2010) 


Format New and Live Music 
Former CTRL 

callsigns 

Owner TIML Radio Limited 
Sister Absolute Radio 
stations Absolute Classic Rock 


Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


dabbl was a user-controlled radio station broadcast on the Internet and on DAB Digital 
Radio in Cardiff 24 hours a day and in London from 7pm to 6am daily. Its content was 
chosen by members of Absolute Radio's website VIP Service, who select songs which 
are then voted for. Songs with the most votes are then broadcast. It operated from 
October 1, 2009 until August 25, 2010. 


CTRLf{edit] 


dabbl first appeared on DAB in London under the name "CTRL", however this was just 
broadcasting the "Absolute Radio" launch clock sound. 


Availability[edit] 


The station was previously available on the multiplexes in London on the Switch 
Multiplex between 7pm and 6am, and in Cardiff and online 24 hours a day. 

In Bristol & Bath, Southend & Chelmsford, Swindon, Reading & Basingstoke, it was 
replaced by Absolute 90s in June 2010. 
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Absolute Xtreme 


Absolute. Xtreme 


City London 


Broadcast area United Kingdom: 
London (DAB) 
Freesat (Ch.726) 
Sky Digital (Ch.0200) 
Virgin Media (Ch.951) 


Worldwide (Internet) 


Branding Absolute 

Slogan "Discover New Music" 
Frequency Digital 

First air date 5 September 2005 


(ended 1 October 2009) 


Format New Music 

Former callsigns Virgin Radio Xtreme 
Owner TIML Radio Limited 
Sister stations Absolute Radio 


Absolute Classic Rock 
Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 


Absolute Radio 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Absolute Xtreme was a digital radio station broadcasting in the United Kingdom, 
which played new alternative music. 


History[edit] 


Virgin Radio Xtreme, as it was initially branded, launched at 12.15am on 5 September 
2005 by then Virgin Radio DJ, Steve Harris. Its music policy aimed at playing modern 
rock for a youth audience. 


Since the departure (to rival station Xfm London) of Steve Harris at the end of 2006, the 
channel played non-stop music 24 hours a day. The station had carried shows which 
included The Edge with Steve Harris, "Hippies for an Hour" (an acoustic music show), 
and The Xtreme Mix with "Silent" Dave Lambert. 


Originally part of the Virgin Radio network of stations, it was wholly owned by STV 
Group plc, until 30 May 2008 when Virgin Radio was purchased by the TIML Golden 
Square Ltd, a subsidiary of the Times of India group, for £53.2 million. 


As a result of the sale of the Virgin Radio stations and the rebranding of Virgin Radio 
to Absolute Radio, on 1 September 2008, it was announced that Virgin Radio Xtreme 
would be rebranded as Absolute Xtreme on 29 September 2008.2! 


In October 2009, it was announced that Absolute Xtreme would be replaced on DAB and 
digital TV by an all-1980s music station, Absolute Radio 80s, with listeners seeking 
alternative music redirected to new user-controlled station dabbl, which itself closed in 
2010. 


Former DJs[edit] 


e Steve Harris 
e David "Silent Dave" Lambert 


Tuning In[edit] 


e DAB Digital Radio in London on the Switch Multiplex 
e Freesat Channel 726 


e Sky Digital Channel 0200 
e Virgin Media Channel 951 
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Virgin Radio Groove 


GROOVE 


Broad London, United Kingdom (DAB); 
cast Worldwide (Internet) 


area 


Slogan Classic Soul and Disco 


First 26 June 2000 


air (ended 4 April 2008) 
date 

Forma Soul 

t 


Forme The Groove 
r 
callsig 


ns 


Owner TIML Radio Limited 


Sister Absolute Radio 

statio Absolute Classic Rock 

ns Absolute Radio 60s 
Absolute Radio 70s 
Absolute 80s 
Absolute Radio 90s 
Absolute Radio 00s 
Absolute Radio Extra 


Websi www.virginradio.co.uk/groove/ (formerly www.virg 


te inradiogroove.co.uk) 


A sister station to Virgin Radio, Virgin Radio Groove was a former radio 
station broadcasting worldwide on the internet. The station closed officially on 31 
December 2007; however, it continued to broadcast until 4 April 2008. 


It was launched as The Groove on 26 June 2000, and was renamed Virgin Radio 
Groove in 2004. 


It played motown, soul and disco music and the first song played on The Groove was 
"ABC" by the Jackson 5. 


As well as being broadcast on the internet, Virgin Radio Groove also broadcast 

on DAB in London and selected digital television networks (Sky Digital and Virgin 
Media). On 5 September 2005 the station was temporarily replaced by Virgin Radio 
Xtreme on DAB in London, but returned in early 2006 as a part-time service, daily from 
7.00pm to 6.00am. 


Closure[edit] 


Virgin Radio Groove was due to close down at the end of 2007. This came after it was 
revealed that plans to launch Virgin Radio Viva, which would have been on the 
new Channel 4 platform and aimed at 15 to 29-year-old women, have been scrapped.” 


Between January and April 2008, the station still operated on all platforms, albeit 
entirely automated, and the official website was not updated since a message was 
added about the station's closure in 2007. 


GROOVE 


Virgin Radio Groove ceased broadcasting completely and was removed from 

the Sky EPG on 4 April 2008. The online streams also closed down. On the former 
frequency of Eurobird 1 11390V It is currently showing a 16 Hz test tone for 1 day and 
then silent. The station's former channel existed on the Virgin Media EPG with a 
message mentioning the closure of the station in place of the programme titles until 17 
April when Virgin Media removed it from their lineup. 
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Greatest Hits Radio 


Broadcast United Kingdom: 
area Northern England, West 
Midlands and Scotland 


National (digital and online) 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency MW: 828 - 1584 kHz 
FM: 96.5 - 105.9 MHz 


DAB 
First air 5 January 2015 
date 
Format Oldies and specialist music 


Language(s) English 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister Absolute Radio 

stations Heat Radio 
Hits Radio 
Jazz FM 


Kerrang Radio 
Kiss 

Magic 

Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Website planetradio.co.uk/ 


Greatest Hits Radio is a network of radio stations in the United Kingdom, owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio. The stations air a mainly networked schedule of classic hits 
music, alongside local news and travel. The network launched on 5 January 2015 as the 
"Bauer City 2 Network", and rebranded on 7 January 2019.” 


The network consists of 18 local radio stations in Northern England, the West 
Midlands and Scotland, as well as a national DAB station”! in areas not served by a local 
Bauer-owned station. 


Origins[edit] 


The stations forming the Greatest Hits Radio network are predominantly sister stations 

to the corresponding Hits Radio network station. Many were originally set up as a 'Gold' 
counterpart (e.g. Radio City Gold in Liverpool) when stations were told by 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority to stop simulcasting their services on both FM 

and AM in the late 1980s. The main exception to this is FM station West 

Sound in Dumfries and Galloway. 


In Northern England, the stations were rebranded as Magic in 1997 - a station brand 
first used by Radio Aire upon the launch of their AM station in July 1990. The stations 
gradually began to network most of their schedule, and by March 2013, the only local 
content consisted of three regional breakfast shows on weekdays, serving the North 
West, the North East and Yorkshire. 


In Scotland, local programming on AM stations was largely retained until networking 
outside of weekday breakfast and specialist shows was introduced in June 2009. In July 
2013, the remaining local output was axed, leading to a fully networked schedule 
known as The Greatest Hits Network." 


In September 2014, Bauer Radio announced it would rebrand the Magic stations under 
localised identities, based on the main FM station names (e.g. Magic 1152 in 


Manchester becomes Key 2, based on Key 103). Magic's AM network closed with the 
London equivalent, Magic 105.4 FM, launched nationwide on DAB. 


The relaunch took place on Monday 5 January 2015. Initially, the two networks serving 
Scotland (The Greatest Hits Network) and northern England (Magic AM) were replaced 
by one carrying programming from both nations over all stations, with some peak time 
opt-outs. Further split programming for the two nations was reintroduced the following 
year. 


Developments[edit] 


On 7 December 2015, Radio City 2 in Liverpool swapped frequencies with sister 


station Radio City Talk on 105.9 FM and reintroduced local programming at peak times. 
{61[7] 


In April 2018, Northsound 2 ceased analogue broadcasting on 1035 AM, becoming the 
first commercial radio station in Scotland - and the first local Bauer-owned station - to 
broadcast only on digital platforms (DAB and online). 


On 4 June 2018, Key 2 in Manchester was rebranded as Key Radio, in tandem with Key 
103's relaunch as Hits Radio. 


On 7 January 2019, Greatest Hits Radio replaced the Bauer City 2 branding. Local 
station identities in Northern England were rebranded to GHR, with Scottish stations 
retaining their local brands. Greatest Hits Radio also become available on FM across the 
West Midlands for the first time.“22It also began broadcasting across most of the UK on 
DAB (Digital Radio) using various local multiplexes. 


Stations[edit] 
England 


e Coventry & Warwickshire - 1359 AM; DAB 

e East Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire - 1161 AM; DAB 
e Herefordshire & Worcestershire - DAB only 

e Lancashire - 999 AM; DAB 

e Liverpool, North West & North Wales - 105.9 FM; DAB 
e Manchester - 1152 AM; DAB 

e North East - 1152 AM; DAB 

e South Yorkshire - 990, 1305, 1548 AM; DAB 

e Teesside - 1170 AM; DAB 

e West Midlands - 105.2 FM; DAB 

e West Yorkshire - 828 AM; DAB 


Scotland 


e Clyde 2 - Glasgow and the West of Scotland 1152 AM; DAB 

e Forth 2 - Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fife 1548 AM; DAB 

e Tay 2 - Tayside 1161, 1584 AM; DAB 

e Northsound 2 - Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire; DAB 

e MER 2 - Scottish Highlands, Moray and Orkney 1107 AM; DAB 
e West Sound - Ayrshire 1035 AM; DAB 

e West Sound - Dumfries and Galloway 96.5, 97.0, 103.0 FM 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


Greatest Hits Radio runs two separate networks for Scotland and England, largely 
carrying their own programming, although some off-peak output is broadcast across 
both networks. 


In England, Greatest Hits Radio's programming is broadcast from the 
network's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios and from Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho. 


In Scotland, network programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in 
Glasgow, Tay 2 in Dundee and Forth 2 in Edinburgh. 


Opt-outs and variations[edit] 


e In Liverpool, the North West and North Wales, a weekly late-night talk show, 
presented by Pete Price, airs from 10pm-lam on Sundays, simulcast with Radio City 
Talk. 

e Inthe North East and Teesside, Night Owls, a weekly late-night talk show presented 
by Alan Robson, airs from 10pm-2am on Sundays. 

e Inthe West Midlands, a regional drivetime show airs each weekday from 4pm to 
7pm. 


News[edit] 


All stations in the network carry their own local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm 
on weekdays and from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast 
on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside local traffic 
bulletins. National news updates also air on the national version of Greatest Hits Radio 
in place of the local bulletins. Extended five-minute bulletins air at lpm on weekdays on 
Scottish stations. 


At weekends, bespoke networked bulletins air 2-6pm on Saturdays and 2-7pm on 
Sundays in Scotland, produced by Clyde 1. At all other times, mainly evening and 
overnight, hourly national bulletins originate from Sky News Radio. 


References[edit] 
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^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 

the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 
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Greatest Hits East Yorkshire & North 


City 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Transmitter 


coordinates 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


Website 


Lincolnshire 
Hull 


East Riding of Yorkshire and North 


Lincolnshire 
The Good Times Sound Like This 


MW: 1161 kHz 
DAB: 11B 


31 October 1988 


Oldies 


\w53.7065°N 0.3216°WCoordinates: # 
53.7065°N 0.3216°W 


Bauer Radio 


Viking FM 


planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/east- 


yorkshire-north-lincolnshire 


Greatest Hits East Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire is a local radio station owned 
and operated by Bauer Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. It broadcasts 
to the East Riding of Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire. 


It is the AM sister station of Viking FM, playing classic pop and rock music from the 
1960s to the 1980s. 


History[edit] 


Magic 1161 logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


The station was formed on 31 October 1988 when Viking Radio split its 1161 (originally 
said "Double-One-Six-One") medium wave frequency from its FM service. It has had 
many name changes, including "Viking Gold", "Classic Gold" (not to be confused with 
the service operated by UBC), "Classic Gold Radio", "Great Yorkshire 

Gold" and "Great Yorkshire Radio". Most of these formats, with the exception 

of "Viking Gold", shared programmes with the AM stations of the "Yorkshire Radio 
Network". 


At the start of 1997, new owners Emap decided to scrap the regional Classic Gold 
station and replaced it with local stations under the brandname of Magic, with a new 
format of Hot Adult Contemporary music. Magic 1161 launched on 12 February 1997. 


In December 2001, EMAP decided that it was more economical for the Magic network to 
share off-peak programmes and in line with the other Magic AM stations began 
networking between 10am-2pm, and 7pm-6am. During these hours it was simply known 
as Magic, although there were local commercial breaks, and local news on the hour. 


In January 2003 after a sharp decline in listening, the station ceased networking with 
the London station, Magic 105.4, and a regional northern network was created 

with Magic 1152 at the hub at the weekend and the Newcastle station of the same 
name during the week. During networked hours, local adverts are aired, as well as a 
local news summary on the hour. 


From July 2006, more networking was introduced across the Northern Magic AM 
network, leaving weekday breakfast as the only locally produced show. The local show 
was replaced with a regional breakfast programme from Leeds, which ran from March 
2013 to December 2014.2 


On 5 January 2015, Magic 1161 was rebranded as Viking 2 as part of a revamp of the 
Bauer network and the station is now entirely networked with the other Bauer AM 
stations in the North although local news, weather and travel continue to be broadcast 
as opt-outs during the day. 


On 7 January 2019, Viking 2 rebranded as Greatest Hits East Yorkshire & North 
Lincolnshire. 
Programming[edit] 


The station carries a full schedule of networked programming, produced and broadcast 
from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios. 


Other output originates from Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho. 


NewsS[edit] 


In East Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire, GHR broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 
6am to 7pm on weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast 
on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic 
bulletins. National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


References[edit] 


^ www.aircheckdownloads.com Viking Gold station launch 
^ http://radiotoday.co.uk/2013/04/bauer-networks-three-more-magic-stations/ 
^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 


^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 
the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 
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External links[edit] 
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Greatest Hits Lancashire 


City Preston 
Broadcast Central Lancashire 
area 
Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 
Frequency MW: 999 kHz 
DAB: 12A 


First air date 5 October 1982 


Format Oldies 


\w53.7197°N 2.8089°WCoordinates: *# 
53.7197°N 2.8089°W 


Transmitter 


coordinates 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Rock FM 


Webcast Online 
Website planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/ 
lancashire 


Greatest Hits Lancashire is a local radio station serving Lancashire on 999 kHz AM, 
DAB digital radio and online. The station broadcasts from a converted church (St Paul's) 
at St. Pauls Square in Preston and shares facilities with Rock FM. It is owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


Magic 999 logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


Greatest Hits Radio Lancashire launched as Red Rose Radio on 5 October 1982 at 
6:00am on 301 metres medium wave (999 kHz) and 97.3 VHF stereo. The station's first 
presenter on air was Dave Lincoln - the first record played was "Evergreen" by Barbra 
Streisand. Other early presenters on the station included Dave Lincoln, Allan Beswick, 
Sally Moon, Derek Webster, Keith Macklin, Russell Harty and Steve Collins. At this point 
it was owned by Trans World Communications. 


On 1 June 1990, Red Rose Radio split into two stations - the FM service became Red 
Rose Rock FM (now known as Rock FM), while the AM service became Red Rose 
Gold playing music from the 1960s to the 1980s, as well as airing other specialist 
shows. Programming director John Myers hired Colin Lamont, under his on-air 
pseudonym Scottie McClue, to present the late-night phone-in.™ 


In 1994, Red Rose Gold and Red Rose Rock FM were bought by the Emap group. 
Towards the mid to late 1990s, Red Rose Gold became Red Rose 999, before 
morphing into Magic 999 to fall in line with all other Emap-owned AM stations which 
had all been renamed Magic. Networking at the station was introduced in late 2001 
when mid-morning, evening and overnight shows from Magic 105.4 in London begun 


simulcasting. Towards the end of 2002, listeners were told to contact a special hotline 
to voice their views about what they think of the station. Around the same time, 
forthcoming changes to the station were announced such as new programming, a 
broader music policy and introducing dedicated newsreaders (rather than the local 
presenters having to be newsreaders, as was the case for a few months). These 
changes came into effect on Monday 6 January 2003. More locally-produced 
programming was introduced although output from Newcastle, Manchester and 
Liverpool continued to feature in the station's schedule. 


From July 2006, more networking was introduced across the Northern Magic AM network 
which meant only 4 hours a day was to be presented from the local studios, between 
06:00 and 10:00am. In April 2012 Magic 999, inline with the majority of other Magic 
North stations, dropped local weekend breakfast shows. 


Between March 2013 and December 2014, weekday breakfast was syndicated from 
Piccadilly Magic 1152 in Manchester. No programming originates from local studios in 
Preston, apart from local news and traffic bulletins. 


On 5 January 2015, Magic 999 was rebranded as Rock FM 2 as part of a revamp of the 
Bauer network and all programming is networked with the other Bauer AM stations in 
the North although local news, weather and travel continue to be broadcast as opt-outs 
during the day. Despite the station's new name, it does not broadcast on FM. 


On 7 January 2019, Rock FM 2 rebranded as Greatest Hits Lancashire. 
Programming[edit] 


The station carries a full schedule of networked programming, produced and broadcast 
from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios. 


Other output originates from Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho. 


NewsS[edit] 


Greatest Hits Lancashire broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on 
weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


References[edit] 


e Lancashire entry on Aircheck UK 


^ Myers, John (2012). Team, It's Only Radio. Kenton Books. pp. 89-92. ISBN 0954622391. 
^ Magic AM starts networking at breakfast Radio Today, 15 February 2013 
^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 


^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 
the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 


A a 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Greatest Hits Liverpool, North West & North Wales (Previously Radio City 2) Is 
an Independent Local Radio station, based in Liverpool and 

serving Merseyside, Cheshire and North Wales on 105.9 FM. It is a sister station to Radio 
City and Radio City Talk, sharing studios atop Radio City Tower in Liverpool city centre. 
It is owned and operated by Bauer Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. 


Greatest Hits Liverpool, North West & 
North Wales 


City Liverpool 


Broadcast Liverpool, North West and North Wales 


area 


Slogan Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency FM: 105.9 
DAB: 11B 


First air 1991 


date 

Format Oldies 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Radio City 


stations Radio City Talk 


Website planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/liverpool- 


north-west-north-wales/ 


Greatest Hits Manchester 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Greatest Hits Radio Manchester) 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


"Piccadilly Radio" redirects here. For the rebranded successor to the original station's 
FM service, see Hits Radio Manchester. 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Greatest Hits 

Manchester" - news " newspapers " books = scholar = JSTOR (September 
2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Greatest Hits Manchester 


City Castlefield 


Broadcast Greater Manchester 


area 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency MW: 1152 kHz 
DAB: 11C 


First air date 2 April 1974 


Format Oldies 


\w53°29'28’N 2°06'52”WCoordinates: ®¥ 
53°29'28’N 2°06'52’W 


Transmitter 


coordinates 


Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Hits Radio 
stations 


Website planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/ 
manchester/ 


Greatest Hits Manchester is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer 
Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. It broadcasts to Greater 
Manchester from studios in Castlefield. 


It began broadcasting in 1974 as Piccadilly Radio, the first commercial radio station 
in Manchester. 


History[edit] 
Early years[edit] 


1G 


PICCADILLY PICCADILLY 


AM RADIO 1152 AM 


Piccadilly Radio (Medium Wave) logos throughout the years. 


Piccadilly Magic 1152 logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


The station began broadcasting at 5am on Tuesday 2 April 1974 as Piccadilly Radio on 
261m (1151 kHz then) AM/MW and on 97.0 MHz FM (from the same transmitter in 
Saddleworth that is now used by Hits Radio Manchester). The station was named 
after Piccadilly Gardens in Manchester, and Piccadilly Plaza was home to the station's 
first studios until 1996, when Piccadilly 1152 and Hits Radio were relocated to the 
Castlefield area of Manchester. 


Piccadilly's founding managing director was Philip Birch, who previously ran the highly 
influential pirate station Radio London until it closed down ahead of the Marine Offences 
Act in August 1967. The first presenter on air was Roger Day - himself an ex-pirate radio 
presenter - and the first song played on air was Good Vibrations by The Beach Boys. 


Many of Britain's best-known broadcasters started their careers at Piccadilly, 

including Chris Evans, Mike Sweeney, Steve Penk, James H Reeve, Andy Peebles, Gary 
Davies, Tim Grundy, Timmy Mallett, Pete Mitchell, Geoff Lloyd, Mark Radcliffe, James 
Stannage, Stu Allan, Nick Robinson and Karl Pilkington. 


Journalist Paul Lockitt joined Piccadilly in 1979 and became the station's longest serving 
on-air employee, working as a producer, presenter and newscaster until his departure in 
2017. 


FM/MW split[edit] 


See also: Hits Radio Manchester 


Piccadilly Radio split into two services in 1988, with Key 103 broadcast on FM with a 
contemporary music format, while Piccadilly continued on AM, initially under its full 
service format, gradually adopting a ‘golden oldies’ music playlist as Piccadilly Gold. 


In the mid-1990s, Piccadilly Gold became Piccadilly 1152 as the playlist moved away 
from "golden oldies" to a mix of classic and current easy-listening music. The late-night 
phone-in with James Stannage became the most popular radio talk show outside 
London, whilst the Dave Ward and Umberto breakfast show helped the station to 
become one of the biggest AM stations. 


In 1994, a rival station, Fortune 1458 (later renamed 1458 Lite AM, today broadcasting 
as 1458 Capital Gold) commenced on BBC GMR's former AM frequency. Despite heavy 
marketing, and many ex-Piccadilly presenters on the new station, Piccadilly 1152 
remained Manchester's most popular station, other than sister station Key 103, until the 
late 1990s when smaller, localised FM stations in Oldham, Warrington and Bury began 
to erode away Piccadilly's audience base. 


Magic 1152[edit] 


In 1994, Piccadilly (Key 103/Piccadilly 1152) were part of the Transworld Radio Group, 
which was bought by present owners Bauer Radio (then EMAP). In 1999/2000, parent 
company EMAP re-branded the station as Magic 1152, to fall in-line with the other 
nine Magic Radio stations they owned across London and the north of England. 


The idea of a "Magic brand" of stations was seen to be beneficial when selling air time 
to national advertisers. This change in name also coincided with the 25th birthday of 
Piccadilly Radio. The station was branded as "Piccadilly 1152 - the magic of Manchester" 
during the transition. Except for a short spell in 2000 - when Key 103 was briefly 
renamed Piccadilly Key 103 - the Piccadilly brand was finally retired. 


In December 2001, EMAP decided that it was more economical for the Magic network to 
share off-peak programmes. Magic 1152, in line with the other seven Magic AM stations 
in northern England, began networking 10 am - 2 pm, and 7 pm - 6 am by carrying 
programming from Magic 105.4 in London. During these hours, it was simply known 

as Magic, although there were local commercial breaks, and local news on the hour. 


In January 2003, after a sharp decline in listening, the station ceased networking with 
the London station, and a regional northern network was created with the Manchester 
station providing networked output at weekends while sister station Magic 1152 in 
Newcastle provided weekday programming. 


From July 2006, more networking was introduced across the Northern Magic AM 
network, with local output reduced to a daily four-hour breakfast show, local news and 
advertising. In April 2012, Magic 1152, inline with the majority of other Magic North 
stations, dropped local weekend breakfast shows. 


Between March 2013 and December 2014, weekday breakfast was syndicated 
with Magic 1548 in Liverpool and Magic 999 in Preston.! 


Key 2/Key Radio[edit] 


On 5 January 2015, Magic 1152 was rebranded as Key 2, as Magic FM in London went 
national on DAB. The station formed part of the Bauer City 2 network. All programming 
was now networked with the other Bauer AM stations in the North although local news, 
weather and travel continue to be broadcast as opt-outs during the day. 


In June 2018, following the relaunch and rebrand of Key 103 as Hits Radio, the station 
was rebranded again as Key Radio, retaining the former local identity in a secondary 
capacity. 


Greatest Hits Radio[edit] 


On 7 January 2019, Key Radio rebranded as Greatest Hits Manchester. As with sister 
station Hits Radio, the station acts as the main production centre for network 
programming across Northern England and the West Midlands. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of Greatest Hits Manchester's programming is produced and broadcast from the 
station's studios at Castlefield, Manchester.“ 


Other output originates from Greatest Hits Radio's Liverpool and Birmingham studios, 
the studios of Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden Square headquarters in Soho. 


NewsS[edit] 


Greatest Hits Manchester broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on 
weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


References[edit] 


^ Magic AM starts networking at breakfast Radio Today, 15 February 2013 

^ Key 2 on AM and DAB rebrands as Key Radio, Radio Today, 4 June 2018 

^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 
^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 
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Greatest Hits North East 


City Newcastle 


Broadcast North East 


area 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency MW: 1152 kHz 
DAB: 11C 


| First air March 1989 


|date 

|Format Oldies 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Metro Radio 
| stations 


|Website https://planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/ 


north-east/ 


Greatest Hits North East is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer 
Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. It broadcasts to the North East. It 
broadcasts on 1152 AM and on DAB radio. 


History[edit] 
Main article: Great North Radio 


Magic 1152 logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


METRO2RADIO 


Metro 2 logo used from 2015 to 2019. 


Great North Radio or G.N.R as it was sometimes called was formed in March 1989 
using the AM frequencies of Metro Radio and Radio Tees [1]. This happened after 
the Metro Radio group decided to split the FM and AM frequencies up. 


GNR's output consisted of mellow music from the 1950s through to the 1980s, including 
current hits that fitted the format. There were also specialist programmes each evening, 
including Country Music, Jazz, and Classical. 


In 1996, Emap bought Metro Radio and at the start of 1997, Emap decided to scrap 
Great North Radio and replaced it with local stations under the brandname of Magic, 
with a new format of Hot Adult Contemporary music. Magic 1152 launched on 19 
February 1997. 


In December 2001, EMAP decided that it was more economical for the Magic network to 
share off-peak programmes and in line with the other Magic AM stations began 
networking between 10am-2pm, and 7pm-6am. During these hours it was simply known 
as Magic, although there were local commercial breaks, and local news on the hour. 


In January 2003 after a sharp decline in listening, the station ceased networking with 
the London station, Magic 105.4, and a regional northern network was created 

with Manchester's Magic 1152 at the hub at the weekend and the Newcastle station as 
the hub during the week. This arrangement remained until 2006, when all network 
programmes were broadcast from Newcastle. During networked hours, local adverts are 
aired, as well as a local news summary on the hour during the day. IRN is taken in the 
evening and overnight. 


From July 2006, more networking was introduced across the Northern Magic AM network 
leaving just the legal minimum of 4 hours a day of programming - the breakfast show - 
presented from the local studios. All other programming was networked 

from Newcastle however some is alSo produced in Manchester and now London. Shows 
are recorded also on Saturdays from 1-6pm. 


On 4 March 2013, the one remaining local show - weekday breakfast - became a 
syndicated regional programme as on this day the programme, presented by Anna 
Foster, started broadcasting on Tees-side sister station Magic 1170.4 The regional 
breakfast show was axed in December 2014 ahead of the launch of Metro 2 and all 
programming is networked with the other Bauer AM stations in the North although local 
news, weather and travel continue to be broadcast as opt-outs during the day. 


On 7 January 2019, Metro 2 rebranded as Greatest Hits North East. 


Programming[edit] 


The station carries primarily a schedule of networked programming, produced and 
broadcast from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios. 


Other output originates from Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho. 


Regional programming consists of Night Owls with Alan Robson, which is produced and 
broadcast from Greatest Hits Radio's Newcastle studios, airing each Sunday 10pm-2am. 
This is syndicated with the sister station in Teesside.“ 


NewsS[edit] 


Greatest Hits North East broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on 
weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour 


during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


The local news team in Newcastle also produces the sister station in Teesside's local 
bulletins. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Magic AM starts networking at breakfast Radio Today, 15 February 2013 
2. ^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 
3. ^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 
the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 
4. ^ Night Owls on Metro Radio to end Sonia Sharma, The Chronicle, 14 June 2019 
5. ^ Night Owls and Alan Robson move to Greatest Hits Radio Roy Martin, Radio Today, 27 
June 2019 
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Great North Radio 


Broadcast area North East England 
Frequency 1152 & 1170 kHz, 
Format Oldies 

Owner Metro Radio Group 


Great North Radio, or G.N.R as it was sometimes called, launched in March 1989 
using the AM frequencies of Metro Radio and Radio Tees [1]. This happened after 
the Metro Radio group decided to split the FM and AM frequencies. The station was 
broadcast on both frequencies rather than as two separate stations. 


GNR's output consisted of mellow music from the 1950s through to the 1980s, including 
current hits that fitted the format. There were also specialist programmes each evening, 
including Country Music, Jazz, and Classical. 


GNR was replaced in February 1997 by Magic 1152 and Magic 1170 and was rebranded 
again in January 2015 when the stations became part of the Greatest Hits network and 
are known on air as Greatest Hits North East and Greatest Hits Teesside. 


Branding[edit] 


The station used slogans "40 Years of Hits", "Classic Songs, All-Time Hits" and "You've 
Got a Lifetime of Music" within its on-air station idents. These jingle were produced 

by Alfasound in Sale, Greater Manchester. The package was later re-sung for Great 
Yorkshire Radio, GNR's sister station. 


Presenters[edit] 

e Roger Kennedy e Jimmy Savile 

e Cameron Smith e David Hamilton 
e Steve Phillips e Chris Best 

e Ray Daniels e Dave Bray 

e Tony Adams e judi Lines 

e Freddie Allen e Gavin McCoy 

e Dave Porter e Kathy Secker 

e John Mann e Steve Coleman 
e John Warwick e Jed Grimes 

e Bill Young e Judi Mann 

e Phil Matthews e John Foster 

e Peter Hetherington e Anna Belward 


e Brian Clough 


Ray Anderson 
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Greatest Hits South Yorkshire 
City Sheffield 


Broadcast South Yorkshire and North Midlands 


area 
Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency MW: 990, 1305, 1548 kHz 
DAB: 11C 


First air 1 May 1989 


date 


Format Oldies 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Hallam FM 

stations 

Website planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/south- 
yorkshire 


Greatest Hits South Yorkshire is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer 
Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. It broadcasts to South Yorkshire and 
the North Midlands. 


Technical[edit] 


The station broadcasts on three separate frequencies, 1305 kHz in Barnsley, 1548 kHz 
for Sheffield & Rotherham and 990 kHz in Doncaster. 


History[edit] 


Magic AM logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


The station was formed when Radio Hallam split its FM and medium wave frequencies 
to provide two separate services. The AM station became "Classic Gold", 

then "Classic Gold Radio", "Great Yorkshire Gold" and "Great Yorkshire Radio". 
The original incarnation was owned by The Yorkshire Radio Network who were then 
taken over by Metro Radio group before being bought by EMAP in 1996. 


At the start of 1997, Emap decided to scrap the regional Classic Gold station and 
replaced it with local stations under the brandname of Magic, with a new format of Hot 
Adult Contemporary music. Magic AM launched at 8 am on 12 February 1997.4 


In December 2001, EMAP decided that it was more economical for the Magic AM to 
share off-peak programmes in line with the other 7 Magic stations in northern England. 
Stations began networking 10 am-2 pm from Magic 1152 in Manchester, and 7 pm-6 am 
from the London station Magic 105.4 providing the programmes - during these hours it 


was simply known as Magic, although there were local commercial breaks, and local 
news on the hour. 


In January 2003 after a sharp decline in listening, the station ceased networking with 
the London station, Magic 105.4, and a regional northern network was created 

with Magic 1152 at the hub at the weekend and the Newcastle station of the same 
name during the week. During networked hours, local adverts are aired, as well as a 
local news summary on the hour. 


From July 2006, more networking was introduced across the northern Magic stations, 
meaning only the breakfast show would be produced locally. However the decision was 
taken in April 2013 to network this show across the other Yorkshire-based Magic 
stations and the Leeds-based programme replaced the locally produced show.2 The 
regional breakfast show was axed in December 2014. 


On 5 January 2015, Magic AM was rebranded as Hallam 2 as part of a revamp of the 
Bauer network and is entirely networked with the other Bauer AM stations in the North 
although local news, weather and travel continue to be broadcast as opt-outs during the 
day. 


On 7 January 2019, Hallam 2 rebranded as Greatest Hits South Yorkshire. 


Programming[edit] 


The station carries a full schedule of networked programming, produced and broadcast 
from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios. 


Other output originates from Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho.“ 


News and sport[edit] 


Greatest Hits South Yorkshire broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6 am to 7 pm 
on weekdays and from 7 am to 1 pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half- 
hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ [http://aircheckdownloads.com/MagicAM_JeffCooper_12Feb97.mp3 Audio of the launch 
of Magic AM 
2. ^ http://radiotoday.co.uk/2013/04/bauer-networks-three-more-magic-stations/ 
3. ^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 
4. ^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 
the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 
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Greatest Hits Radio Teesside 


City Middlesbrough 

Broadcast Teesside 

area 

Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency MW: 1170 kHz 
DAB: 11B 


First air date 24 June 1975 


Format Oldies 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister TFM 

stations 

Website planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/teesside 


Greatest Hits Radio Teesside is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer 
Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. It broadcasts to Teesside. 


History[edit] 


Magic 1170 logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


Originally launched as Great North Radio by the Metro Radio group in March 1989. The 
station broadcast on the old Radio Tees AM frequency of 1170 kHz Medium Wave. 


In 1996, Emap bought Metro Radio Group and at the start of 1997, Emap decided to 
scrap Great North Radio and replaced it with local stations under the brand name 

of Magic, with a new format of Hot Adult Contemporary music. Magic 1170 launched on 
19 February 1997. Tom Davies was the first ever voice heard on Magic 1170 and 
successfully hosted the breakfast show on the station for a number of years. 


In December 2001, EMAP decided that it was more economical for the Magic network to 
share off-peak programmes and in line with the other Magic AM stations began 
networking between 10am-2pm, and 7pm-6am. During these hours it was simply known 
as Magic, although there were local commercial breaks, and local news on the hour. 


In January 2003 after a decline in listening, ‘<< the station ceased networking with 
the London station, Magic 105.4, and a regional network was created with Magic 

1152 in Manchester at the hub at the weekend and the Newcastle station of the same 
name during the week. During networked hours, local adverts are aired, as well as a 
local news summary on the hour together with local traffic and travel in the afternoon. 


From July 2006, more networking was introduced across the Northern Magic AM network 
with only the weekday breakfast (with a running length of four hours) presented from 
local studios. 


Between March 2013 and December 2014, weekday breakfast was a syndicated 
regional programme from Magic 1152 in Newcastle presented by Anna Foster.“ On 5 
April 2013, the studios in Thornaby ceased broadcasting local programming on sister 
station TFM.2! 


On 5 January 2015, Magic 1170 was rebranded as TFM 2 as part of a revamp of the 
Bauer network and all programming is now networked with the other Bauer AM stations 
in the North although local news, weather and travel continue to be broadcast as opt- 
outs during the day. 


On 7 January 2019, TFM 2 rebranded as Greatest Hits Teesside. 


Programming[edit] 
The station carries primarily a schedule of networked programming, produced and 
broadcast from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios. 


Other output originates from Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho.“ 


Regional programming consists of Night Owls with Alan Robson, airing each Sunday 
10pm-2am. This is syndicated via the sister station in Newcastle, 


News[edit] 


Greatest Hits Teesside broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on 
weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


The local bulletins originate from the sister station in Newcastle. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ Magic AM starts networking at breakfast Radio Today, 15 February 2013 
2. ^ TFM leaves Teesside to share with Metro Radio Today, 5 April 2013 
3. ^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 
4. ^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 


the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 


5. ^ Night Owls on Metro Radio to end Sonia Sharma, The Chronicle, 14 June 2019 
6. ^ Night Owls and Alan Robson move to Greatest Hits Radio Roy Martin, Radio Today, 27 


June 2019 
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Greatest Hits West Yorkshire 
City Leeds 


Broadcast West Yorkshire 


area 


‘Slogan Good Times Sound Like This 

| 

‘Frequency MW: 828 kHz 
DAB: 12D 

First air 5 January 2015 

date 

‘Format Oldies 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Radio Aire 

stations 

Website planetradio.co.uk/greatest-hits/west- 
yorkshire 


Greatest Hits West Yorkshire is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer 
Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. It broadcasts to West Yorkshire. 


History[edit] 


Radio Aire 2's studios, shared with Radio Aire in Burley, Leeds. 


magic ti) 


THE ALL TIME GREAT MUSIC STATION 


Magic 828 logo used from 1990 to 1998. 


Magic 828 logo used from 1998 to 2015. 


The station started out as Radio Aire on its medium wave / AM frequencies and was 
launched on 1 September 1981. Initially broadcast on 362 metres medium wave 

(828 kHz AM) and 94.6 VHF (the VHF/FM frequency was moved to 96.3 in 1986), Radio 
Aire split its AM and FM output to form two different stations in 1990. 


Magic 828[edit] 


The AM service was named Magic 828 and was launched by Roger Kirk at 8:28am on 17 
July 1990, with the first song played being "Magical Mystery Tour" by The Beatles.” 


The 'Magic 828' name was created by Bob Preedy who was a presenter on Radio Aire at 
the time. 


Its first jingle package was produced by Century 21 and the voice-overs were voiced 
by John Myers. 


The programmes between 6am and lam were broadcast live from Studio 2 in Radio 
Aire's Burley Road studio complex in Leeds. The original weekday line-up was Roger 
Kirk (6am-9.30am), Ray Stroud (9.30am-1pm), The Magic Mix (1lpm-2pm), Peter 

Tait (2pm-6pm), Nothing But The 60's (6pm-7pm), Mike Vitti (7pm-10pm), Alex 

Hall (LOpm-lam) and The Superstation (lam-6am). A few months after Magic 828's 
launch, The Superstation closed, Andy Siddell took over evenings and Mike Vitti 
presented the new overnight programme, Nightflight. The Nightflight programme was 
simulcast on Aire FM & Magic 828 and broadcast between lam & 6am from Studio 1 
(the studio used for Aire FM). Local news during the early 1990s was also simulcast on 
both stations, although Aire FM only took the first two minutes of the bulletin. 


After Emap bought Radio Aire and Magic 828 in 1995, they began to roll the Magic 
brand out across the other AM stations in the group, creating Magic 1161 (Hull), Magic 
AM (Sheffield), Magic 1152 (Newcastle), Magic 1170 (Teesside), Magic 

999 (Preston), Magic 1548 (Liverpool) and Magic 1152 (Manchester). 


In December 2001, EMAP decided that it was more economical for the Magic network to 
share off-peak programmes and in line with the other Magic AM stations began 
networking between 10am-2pm, and 7pm-6am. During these hours it was simply known 
as Magic, although there were local commercial breaks, and local news on the hour. 


In January 2003 after a sharp decline in listening, the station ceased networking with 
the London station Magic 105.4. At this point, a regional northern network was created 
with programmes broadcast from Magic 1152 in Newcastle. During networked hours, 
local adverts are aired, as well as local news on the hour. 


In July 2006, more networking was introduced across the Northern Magic AM network 
with only the 4 hour breakfast show between 06:00 and 10:00 presented from the local 
studios. However the decision was taken in April 2013 to network this show across the 


other Yorkshire-based Magic stations.2 Other programming was networked 
from Newcastle, Manchester and London. 


Radio Aire 2[edit] 


Following the rebrand of the Magic AM stations in northern England at the start of 2015, 
the station was known as Radio Aire 2 and was entirely networked with the other Bauer 
AM stations in the North. Local news, weather and travel continued to be broadcast as 
opt-outs during the day. 


Greatest Hits Radio[edit] 
On 7 January 2019, Radio Aire 2 rebranded as Greatest Hits West Yorkshire. @ 


Programming[edit] 


The station carries a full schedule of networked programming, produced and broadcast 
from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham studios. 


Other output originates from Clyde 2 in Glasgow and Bauer's Golden 
Square headquarters in Soho. 


News[edit] 


Greatest Hits West Yorkshire broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on 
weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


References[edit] 


^ http://aircheckdownloads.com/Magic828_Launch_17Jul90.mp3 
^ http://radiotoday.co.uk/2013/04/bauer-networks-three-more-magic-stations/ 
^ Bauer Media to launch Greatest Hits Radio network Radio Today, 15 November 2018 


^ Schedule released for Bauer City 2 stations Archived 22 December 2014 at 
the Wayback Machine, RadioToday, 19 December 2014 
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Greatest Hits West Midlands 


City Birmingham 


Broadcast West Midlands (region) 


area 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This ‘Across 
the West Midlands” 


Frequenc West Midlands - 105.2 FM, 
y Coventry & Warwickshire - 1359 AM, 


Herefordshire & Worcestershire - DAB only, 


First air 4 September 2012 
date 


Format Oldies 
Owner Bauer 


Sister Free Birmingham 
stations Free Coventry & Warwickshire 
Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire 


Free Shropshire & Black Country 


Website Greatest Hits West Midlands 


Greatest Hits West Midlands is a group of three radio stations, serving the West 
Midlands (region). It is owned and operated by Bauer as part of the Greatest Hits 
Radio network. The station launched on 4 September 2012 as Free 80s. 


History[edit] 
Gold[edit] 


Orion Media was formed in 2009, following the purchase of five Midlands-based radio 
stations - namely BRMB, Mercia, Wyvern, Beacon and Heart 106 from Global for a sale 
price worth £37.5 million. In early 2012, Orion announced plans to 

rebrand BRMB, Beacon, Mercia and Wyvern into one station as a means of generating 
greater revenue. They were renamed as Free on 26 March 2012.2 Many of these 


stations had previously operated an AM-based Gold service, all of which had been 
subsumed over time into Global's Gold network - Orion continued to run the AM stations 
as part of the Gold network on a franchise agreement, albeit with additional local opt- 
outs for extra sports coverage, including live football commentaries. 


Sports coverage[edit] 


Up until the rebrand of the FM stations, BRMB, Beacon and Mercia broadcast live 
football commentaries on Aston Villa, Birmingham City, Coventry City, West Bromwich 
Albion and Wolverhampton Wanderers matches, under the Goa/zone strand. The 
commentaries were subsequently moved to Go/d, six months before the launch of Free 
80s, and continued until the end of the 2014-15 season. 


The following season, Free 80s continued to air sports programming under The 
Goalzone strand, an hour-long chat show on Monday and Friday evenings.“ On 17 May 
2016, the network's head of sport, Tom Ross, presented his final programme after 35 
years working for BRMB, Xtra AM, Capital Gold and Free.“ 


Free 80S[edit] 


On 24 May 2012, Orion Media announced it would relaunch its Gold West 

Midlands stations on AM frequencies and DAB as Free 80s.= Gold was replaced by test 
transmissions for Free 80s in the final week of August, and was officially launched on 4 
September 2012. 


On 6 May 2016, the station's owners, Orion, announced they had been bought 
by Bauer for an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million. 


Greatest Hits Radio[edit] 


On 7 January 2019, Free 80s was replaced by Absolute Classic Rock on 990, 1017 and 
1152 kHz and on DAB in Birmingham, Wolverhampton and Shropshire. 


Free 80s rebranded as Greatest Hits West Midlands, replacing Absolute Radio on 105.2 
FM. In Coventry, Herefordshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire, the station 
broadcasts on 1359 kHz and DAB, forming part of Greatest Hits Radio network. 


Programming[edit] 


Greatest Hits West Midlands produces a mix of local and networked programming from 
its Birmingham studios. 


On weekdays, the West Midlands network of stations carries a regional three-hour 
drivetime show each weekday afternoon, presented by Rachel New. Weekend breakfast 
and Saturday afternoon shows are also networked from the Birmingham studios 

to Greatest Hits Radio stations in northern England." 


The rest of Greatest Hits Radio's output originates from the 
network's Manchester and Liverpool studios, the studios of Clyde 2 in Glasgow and 
Bauer's Golden Square headquarters in Soho. 


NewsS[edit] 


Greatest Hits West Midlands broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on 
weekdays and from 7am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. National 
bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried at other times. 


Frequencies[edit] 


e Coventry & Warwickshire - 1359 AM 


e Herefordshire & Worcestershire - DAB only 
e West Midlands (county) - 105.2 FM 
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^ Bauer buys radio group Orion Media Archived 5 October 2016 at the Wayback Machine, 
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^ Orion Media sold to Bauer for £50m Archived 5 April 2018 at the Wayback Machine, 
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|City 


Clyde 2 


Glasgow 


Broadcast Glasgow and West Central Scotland 


area 
Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 
Frequency MW: 1152 kHz 


DAB: 11C 
First air date 31 December 1973 


Format Classic hits 


\w55.7943°N 


Transmitter i 
4.1595°WCoordinates: “55.7943°N 


coordinates 
4.1595°W 


Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Clyde 1 
Website planetradio.co.uk/clyde-2/ 


Clyde 2 is a local radio station serving Glasgow and West Central Scotland. The station 
broadcasts classic hits music output, alongside sport and specialist programming - it is 
part of Bauer's Greatest Hits network of AM stations in Scotland and northern England, 
carrying networked programming 24 hours a day alongside local news and information. 
Clyde 2 broadcasts on the medium wave on a frequency of 1152 kHz 

(equivalent wavelength: 261m), and on DAB in stereo. 


Clyde 2 logo used from 2011 to 2015. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of Clyde 2's programming is produced and broadcast from the station's Clydebank 
studios and carried on Greatest Hits Radio's network of locally-branded Scottish 
stations. Some weekend output is produced by Tay 2 in Dundee and Forth 2 in 
Edinburgh. 


Some off-peak output is produced from GHR's Manchester studios and broadcast on 
both networks in Scotland and England. 


News[edit] 


Clyde 2 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 6pm on weekdays and from 
9am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during weekday 
breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An extended five- 
minute bulletin airs on weekdays at 1pm. 


The Clydebank newsroom also produces bespoke national Scottish bulletins at 
weekends with Sky News Radio bulletins carried overnight. 


See also[edit] 


e Radio Clyde 


e Clyde l 
References[edit] 
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e Official website 
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Forth 2 


Broadcast area Edinburgh, The Lothians and Fife 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency MW: 1548 kHz 
DAB: 12D 


First air date 22 January 1975 


Format Classic hits 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Forth 1 


Webcast Live Stream 


Website planetradio.co.uk/forth-2/ 


Forth 2 is a Scottish radio station owned and operated by Bauer Radio. 


Forth 2 broadcasts to Edinburgh, The Lothians and Fife on 1548 kHz and DAB 12D, and 
forms part of Bauer's Greatest Hits Radio network of AM stations in Scotland and 
Northern England, carrying networked programming 24 hours a day alongside local 
news and information. 


History[edit] 


Entrance to Forth House in Forth Street, Edinburgh. 


Forth 2 logo used from 2013 to 2015. 


Radio Forth was launched on 22 January 1975 by current chairman Richard Findlay. His 
opening speech included "This, for the very first time is Radio Forth". Steve Hamilton 
was the first on-air presenter, hosting the breakfast show. 


In 1990, Forth was forced to create a new station on its AM frequency. Before this, Radio 
Forth was broadcast as a single station on both FM and AM frequencies. The FM station 
was renamed Radio Forth RFM, with Donny Hughes broadcasting the first Breakfast 
Show from the newly revamped Studio F in Forth House. The station became known as 
Forth FM in 1993. The new AM station became "Max AM" which was later renamed Forth 
AM to match its sister station. 


In 2000, both stations were relaunched as 97.3 Forth One and 1548 FORTH2. Many 
changes occurred at this time including new presenters and a new jingles package. 
Forth 2 was redesigned as an adult contemporary music station while Forth One 
continued to play Top 40 songs for the 35s and under. 


Radio Forth was owned by Scottish Radio Holdings until 23 June 2005 when British 
media group EMAP took over. In January 2008, EMAP Radio was sold to Bauer. The radio 
division was renamed Bauer Radio. 


A new programming schedule was introduced on Monday 15 June 2009, consisting 
mostly of programming simulcast with Bauer's other AM stations in Scotland - Clyde 
2 from Glasgow, Northsound 2 from Aberdeen, Tay 2 from Dundee and West Sound 
AM from Ayr. Forth 2 local programming was then restricted to breakfast shows, news 
bulletins and some specialist programming although the station also produced 
networked output on weekday evenings and Sunday mornings. 


On 3 June 2013, station owners Bauer Radio announced Forth 2 would axe its remaining 
local programming with the weekday breakfast show, presented by Bob Malcolm, 
replaced with a networked show hosted by Robin Galloway from Monday 1 July 2013 
across Bauer's network of AM stations in Scotland.“ The station became part of the 
Bauer City 2 network on Monday 5 January 2015. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of Forth 2's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of locally- 
branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's sister 
network in England. Forth 2 produces a Sunday evening show for the Scottish network, 
presented by Arlene Stuart from its Edinburgh studios. 


Networked programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in Clydebank and Tay 
2 in Dundee and from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester studios. 


NewsS[edit] 


Forth 2 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 6pm on weekdays and from 
9am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during weekday 
breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An extended five- 
minute bulletin airs on weekdays at 1pm. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


See also[edit] 


e Radio Forth 
e Forth 1 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Galloway goes national at Bauer Scotland, Radio Today, 3 June 2013 
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MFR 


City 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


Website 


Inverness 


Moray, Highland, and parts of 
NW Aberdeenshire 


MFR: “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks” 


MFR 2: The Good Times Sound Like This 


FM: 96.6, 96.7, 97.4, 102.5, 102.8 MHz 


MW: 1107 kHz 


DAB: 11B 


23 February 1982 


MFR: Contemporary hit radio = MFR 


2: Classic hits 


Bauer Radio 


MFR 2 


MFR 


MER (previously Moray Firth Radio) is a group of Independent Local Radio stations, 
serving the Scottish Highlands, Moray, the Orkney islands and parts of north west 
Aberdeenshire. MFR is owned and operated by Bauer Radio, based at studios in the 
Scorguie area of Inverness, and forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


Station information[edit] 


moray @ firth radio 


MFR logo used from 2001 to 2015. 


MFR 2 logo. 


Moray Firth Radio operates two separate services on 97.4 FM (from 

the Mounteagle transmitter) and 1107 AM. The first voice heard on Moray Firth 
Radio/MFR, shortly after 6:30am on 23 February 1982, was Dave Cochrane. The longest 
serving presenter on Moray Firth Radio/MFR of 33 years was Tich McCooey, leaving on 
29 May 2015. In February 2017, MFR launched a new slogan, in line with Bauer City 
Network changes, to A// The Biggest Hits, All Day Long. 


MFR on FM largely broadcasts contemporary and chart music-led programming 
alongside hourly news bulletins and peak-time traffic updates. The majority of the 
station's output is produced and broadcast from its Inverness studios. In recent years, 
MFR opted out on Saturday evenings for a weekly bilingual music programme in English 
and Scots Gaelic,™ which also aired on Argyll FM, Cuillin FM, Isles FM, Nevis 

Radio and Two Lochs Radio. 


History[edit] 


The station began broadcasting on 23 February 1982.” A year later, the station was 
making a profit. 


Until August 2014, MFR 2 on AM and DAB aired specialist programming on Sunday - 
Friday evenings with automated music broadcast at all other times. In September 2014, 
the station axed its specialist output and began carrying programming from Bauer's 
‘Greatest Hits Network’ of Scottish AM stations, switching to the Bauer City 2 network in 
January 2015. Since January 2019 it is part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. MFR 2 
continues to air local news, sports coverage and traffic updates. 


MFR 3 launched on Monday 19 January 2015, broadcasting on DAB and online as a 
locally branded relay of The Hits Radio aimed at 15-25-year-olds, with opt-outs for 
advertising. MFR3 ceased broadcasting on 31 August 2017 and was replaced with a 
single national feed of The Hits Radio, which was replaced ten months later with Hits _ 
Radio. 


In addition to the main services, there are two local relay stations which opt out of MFR 
FM to broadcast local programming produced by non-profit community groups during 
the evenings. 


e Kinnaird Radio (96.7 FM Fraserburgh) 
e Caithness FM (102.5 FM Caithness) 


Programming[edit] 


MFR's local programming on its main service originates from its Inverness studios, with 
networked output carried from Clyde 1 in Clydebank, Hits | 

Radio in Manchester and Forth 1 in Edinburgh. Local programming airs from 6am-2pm 
and 4-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm on Sundays. 


The station's local presenters are Daniel Gilchrist & Grace Nicoll (Dan & Grace in the 
Morning), Jodie McCluskey, Martin Morrison (Home Run), Amy Jamieson (Saturday 
afternoons) and Grace Nicoll (Sunday afternoons). 


All of MFR 2's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of locally- 
branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's sister 
network in England. Networked programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in 
Clydebank, Tay 2 in Dundee, Forth 2 in Edinburgh and from Greatest Hits 

Radio's Manchester studios. 


News and sport[edit] 


MFR broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays and from 
9am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An 
extended five-minute bulletin airs at 1pm on weekdays. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Moray Firth Radio takes Gaelic Chart Show, Radio Today, 20 September 2011 

2. ^ "Highland radio station goes live". The Glasgow Herald. 22 February 1982. p. 5. 
Retrieved 4 July 2016. 
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Northsound 2 


NORTHSOUND 2 


City Aberdeen 


Broadcast area North East Scotland 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency 1035 kHz, DAB: 11C 


First air date 27 July 1981 


Format Oldies 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Northsound 1 


Webcast Radioplayer 


Website planetradio.co.uk/northsound-2/ 


Northsound 2 is a commercial radio station broadcasting 

to Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire on 1035 medium wave, DAB digital and online. Owned 
and operated by Bauer Radio, Northsound 2 forms part of Bauer's Greatest Hits 

Radio network of classic hit music stations in Scotland and Northern England, carrying 
networked programmes originating mainly from Glasgow and Manchester 24 hours a 
day, featuring local news and traffic bulletins. 


History[edit] 


ADRTHS OUND 


1035MW 


Northsound 2 logo used from 2003 to 2015. 


Northsound Radio commenced broadcasting at 6am on 27 July 1981 from converted 
studios in an old schoolhouse on Kings Gate, near Anderson Drive in Aberdeen. 
Originally, the station was broadcast from 6 am to 8 pm each day on 1035 kHz (290 
metres) and 96.9 FM (VHF). In 1995, the station split its services to become Northsound 
1 and Northsound 2. Both stations now also broadcast online, on smartphone 
applications and DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting - i.e. Digital Radio). 


On 3 June 2013, station owners Bauer Radio announced that Northsound 2 would axe its 
one remaining local programme, the weekday breakfast show which was presented by 
John McRuvie, and replace it with a networked show hosted by Robin Galloway from 
Monday 1 July 2013 across all of Bauer's network of AM stations in Scotland.“ The 
station became part of the Bauer City 2 network upon its launch on Monday 5 January 
2015. 


On Tuesday 3 April 2018, Northsound 2 ceased broadcasting on 1035 AM and became a 
digital-only station on DAB and online.” It is the first commercial radio station in 
Scotland - and the first of Bauer's local stations - to cease analogue broadcasting in 
favour of a digital switchover.“ 


Programming[edit] 


Most of Northsound 2's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of 
locally-branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's 
sister network in England. 


Networked programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in Clydebank, Forth 2 in 
Edinburgh, Tay 2 in Dundee and from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester studios. 


NewsS[edit] 


Northsound 2 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 6pm on weekdays and 
from 9am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


See also[edit] 


e Northsound Radio 
e Northsound 1 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Galloway goes national at Bauer Scotland, Radio Today, 3 June 2013 


2. ^ Northsound 2 to make the switch to digital this week, Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber 
of Commerce, 3 April 2018 

3. ^ Radio station Northsound to switch off analogue service, BBC News, 9 March 2018 

4. ^ Northsound 2 to switch off AM radio service, Radio Today, 8 March 2018 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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Not to be confused with Taytay. 


Tay 2 


City Dundee, Perth 
Broadcast area Tayside 
Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 
Frequency MW: 
1161 kHz (Dundee) 
1584 kHz (Perth) 
DAB: 11B 


First air date 9 January 1995 


Format Adult contemporary and classics 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Tay FM 


Website planetradio.co.uk/tay-2/ 


Tay 2 is an Independent Local Radio station commercial local radio station 

serving Dundee, Perth and the general Tayside area in Scotland. The station provides 
adult contemporary music and classic hits, with chat, competitions, local, national and 
international news and sport including local weather. 


History[edit] 


TAYAM 


Tay AM logo used from 2010 to 2015. 


Radio Tay commenced broadcasting on 17 October 1980 in Dundee and 14 November 
1980 in Perth from the studios it still broadcasts from today at 6 North Isla Street in 
Dundee, near the city's Tannadice & Dens Park football stadia. The original schedule 
only broadcast from 6am-8pm daily. 


On 9 January 1995 the station split its services/frequencies to become Tay AM and Tay 
FM. Both stations now also broadcast on DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting - i.e. Digital 
Radio) and over the internet via their respective websites. 


Tay 2 broadcasts on 1161 AM in Dundee and 1584 AM in Perth, and is more golden 
oldie than its sister station Tay FM, playing more classic hits from the past few decades, 
along with some of the more easy listening of modern-day offerings. 


A new programming schedule was launched on 15 June 2009 which introduced some 
networked programming across Bauer's AM network. Tay AM retained its locally 
produced and presented breakfast and specialist evening shows (Tay AM was the only 
station to opt out of the network in the evenings, so they could continue to broadcast 
their heritage specialist shows), some weekend output, and Ally Ballingall's weekday 
mid-morning show, which was broadcast across Scotland from Radio Tay's Dundee 
studios. Outwith these times, programming was simulcast from other stations in the 
Scottish AM network. 


On 3 June 2013, station owners Bauer Radio announced Tay AM would axe its remaining 
local programming with the weekday breakfast show, replaced with a networked show 
hosted by Robin Galloway from Monday 1 July 2013 across Bauer's network of AM 


stations in Scotland.™ Local news & traffic bulletins were retained with some networked 
programming broadcast from Tay AM's Dundee studios. 


On 5 January 2015, Tay AM was renamed Tay 2 and became part of the Greatest Hits 
Radio network in Scotland and Northern England. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of Tay 2's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of locally- 
branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's sister 
network in England. 


Tay 2 produces weekday evening and weekend daytime shows for the Scottish network, 
They are broadcast from its Dundee studios and presented by Stuart Webster from 
Monday - Thursday and Ally Ballingall on Saturday and Sunday, Ballingall also presents 
an open phone-in broadcast from 10am to 12noon on Sundays across the Scottish 
network in Bauer Media called Scotland's Talk-in. The rest of the output originates from 
the studios of Clyde 2 in Clydebank, Forth 2 in Edinburgh and from Greatest Hits 
Radio's Manchester studios. 


NewsS[edit] 


Tay 2 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 6pm on weekdays and from 
9am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during weekday 
breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An extended five- 
minute bulletin airs on weekdays at 1pm. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


See also[edit] 


e Tay FM 
e Radio Tay 
References[edit] 


1. ^ Galloway goes national at Bauer Scotland, Radio Today, 3 June 2013 
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e Official website 
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West Sound 


WESTSOUND 


Broadcast Ayrshire 
area 
Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 
Frequency MW: 1035 kHz 
DAB: 11B 


First air date 16 October 1981 


Format Easy Listening 
Power 0.32 kW 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations West FM 


West Sound (Dumfries and Galloway) 
Webcast West Sound 


Website planetradio.co.uk/westsound/ 
West Sound is a local radio station in Ayrshire. Based in Ayr with its AM transmitter in 


Symington, South Ayrshire and its DAB transmitter in Darvel, East Ayrshire, the station 
forms part of the Greatest Hits Radio network in Scotland and northern England. 


Programming[edit] 


Most of West Sound's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of 
locally-branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's 
sister network in England. 


Networked programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in Clydebank, Forth 2 in 
Edinburgh, Tay 2 in Dundee and from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester studios. 


NewsS[edit] 


West Sound broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 6pm on weekdays and 
from 9am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An 
extended five-minute bulletin airs on weekdays at 1pm. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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West Sound 


WESTSOUND 


Broadcast area Dumfries and Galloway 


Slogan The Good Times Sound Like This 


Frequency FM: 96.5, 97.0, 103.0 MHz 


First air date 21 May 1990 


Format Easy Listening 


Power 0.12 kW, 1 kW, 0.67 kW 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations West FM 


West Sound (Ayrshire) 


Website planetradio.co.uk/westsound-fm/ 


West Sound is a local radio station serving Dumfries and Galloway, owned & operated 
by Bauer Radio as part of the Greatest Hits Radio network of stations. The station 
broadcasts from studios in Glasgow on 97FM in Dumfries, 103FM in Kirkcudbright and 
the Machars and 96.5FM in Stranraer and online. 


West Sound logo used between 2008 and 2015. 


Overview([edit] 


West Sound in Dumfries and Galloway is one of three FM stations forming part of 
the Greatest Hits Radio network and carries networked programming, including local 
news and travel and specialist shows. 


In September 2019, all local programming from Dumfries ended and local breakfast and 
drive is coming from Glasgow. ™ 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


Most of West Sound's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of 
locally-branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's 
sister network in England. 


Networked programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in Clydebank, Forth 2 in 
Edinburgh, Tay 2 in Dundee and from Greatest Hits Radio's Manchester studios. 


NewsS[edit] 


West Sound broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 6pm on weekdays and 
from 9am to 1pm at weekends. Headlines are broadcast on the half-hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An 
extended five-minute bulletin airs on weekdays at 1pm. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins on weekend afternoons, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in 
Clydebank. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ West Sound to end local radio shows in Dumfries & Galloway Jo James, Radio Today, 12 
August 2019 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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Heat Radio 


heatradio) 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 

Slogan We Love Pop! (current) 
The UK's Number 1 for Music and 
Celebrity (previous) 


Frequency Freeview: 716 


First air 2003 
date 


Last air 1 February 2019 (DAB) 
date 


Format Contemporary 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister Absolute Radio 
stations Greatest Hits Radio 

Hits Radio 

Jazz FM 

Kerrang Radio 

Kiss 

Magic 

Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Website heat Radio 


heat Radio is a British digital radio station, broadcasting to the UK and forms part of 
Bauer's National portfolio of radio brands. 


History[edit] 


Heat Radio launched in 2003 as a non-stop music station broadcasting from London, 
where it was located alongside the sister magazine. 


In 2007 the station re-launched with presenters and showbiz news throughout the day.™ 


In 2009 heat moved to Bauer Radio's studios in Castlefield, Manchester, as part of a 
cost-cutting programme, to be based alongside sister radio stations Key 103 and The 
Hits Radio, where music and entertainment news output would be sourced.” That same 
year, the station, along with The Hits Radio, Smash Hits Radio, Q Radio and Kerrang 
Radio, were removed from Sky, Virgin Media and UPC Ireland, due to cost-cutting 
measures with Bauer Radio, BSkyB and Liberty Global. 


In January 2015, heat moved back to London be based with Bauer's other national 
brands at One Golden Square. 


In early 2016 the station, along with Kisstory, migrated from being provided on local- 
layer DAB multiplexes to instead being transmitted over the Sound Digital national 
multiplex, in which Bauer is a shareholder. Some of the local-level capacity previously 
used by heat and Kisstory has been reallocated to KissFresh. 


The station has been appearing in heat magazine, with regular adverts, shared content 
and joint campaigns like a recent promotion with Channel 4's Hollyoaks, 
81 and ITV2's The Only Way Is Essex. 


In its early years, heat generally broadcast at 64 kbit/s in mono on DAB. Following the 
2007 relaunch, the service was boosted to 112 kbit/s in stereo where possible (in 
London, Smash Hits Radio moved to the former heat capacity to allow the prior SH slot 
to be used as part of the extended heat.) More recently, the heat service switched back 
to mono, generally at 80 kbit/s, and this bitrate carried over when heat migrated to SDL 
National. 


On 1 February 2019, Heat Radio became an online only non-stop music station as it was 
taken off the Sound Digital national multiplex but remains on Freeview. 


Notable Presenters[edit] 


e Ryan Seacrest 
e Jamie Laing 
e Lucie Cave 


e Josh Cuthbert 


See also[edit] 


e Heat (magazine) 


e Heat (TV channel 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Exciting news: Heat Radio has JUST launched!". Heatworld. 25 September 2007. 
Retrieved 8 February 2010. 


2. ^ "Exciting changes on heat Radio!". Heatworld. 23 November 2009. Retrieved 8 
February 2010. 


3. ^ heat, radio. "heat does hollyoaks". heat. Bauer. 
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This article is about the UK radio station formerly called The Hits. For the New Zealand 
radio station, see The Hits (radio station). 


Hits Radio 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


United Kingdom (digital) 


The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks 


103.0 MHz (Greater Manchester) 
DAB (National) 


1 April 2003 (as The Hits) 
4 June 2018 (as Hits Radio) 


CHR/Pop 


Bauer Radio 


Absolute Radio 
Greatest Hits Radio 
Heat Radio 

Jazz FM 

Kerrang Radio 

Kiss 

Magic 

Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Webcast Radioplayer 


Website planetradio.co.uk/hits-radio/ 


Hits Radio (formerly The Hits) is a contemporary hit radio network of radio stations, 
owned and operated by Bauer Radio. 


Hits Radio's flagship station broadcasts on DAB in many parts of the UK, nationally on 
Freeview and Sky TV platforms and online - a localised version of the station airs on FM 
and DAB in Greater Manchester. 


There are also 21 local radio stations in the Midlands, Northern England and Scotland, 
providing local programming, news, traffic and sport, along with networked Hits Radio 
output. 


The network is based at studios at Castle Quay in the Castlefield area of Manchester, 
with a line up of young and established presenters from various stations within Bauer's 
radio networks. A separate version of the network provides bespoke programming for 
Bauer's local stations in Scotland. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Hits Radio 


The Hits[edit] 


The Hits launched on 1 April 2003. 


On 19 January 2015, The Hits formed the backbone of a new locally branded Bauer City 
3 network of radio stations in Northern England and Scotland. The local City 3 branding 
was dropped on 31 August 2017, in favour of reverting to using The Hits name in all 
areas,4 


Hits Radio rebrand[edit] 


On 18 April 2018, station owners Bauer Media announced Key 103 in Manchester would 
be rebranded and relaunched as Hits Radio, a CHR-led music station aimed at 25-44 
year olds on Monday 4 June 2018. 


The station was merged with The Hits to provide a single national service across the UK 
on DAB, Freeview and online.“ In Manchester, Hits Radio continues to provide local 
news & information, traffic bulletins and advertising on its local platforms - 103 FM, DAB 
and online. 


'Hits Radio' also produces and broadcast off-peak programming for Bauer's network of 
CHR local stations in Northern England and the West Midlands, which continue to air 
local breakfast shows. 


In Manchester, the Key 103 branding was phased out from Friday 25 May 2018 as the 
station entered a transition period ahead of the launch of Hits Radio at 6am on Monday 
4 June 2018. The first song played on air - decided by an online poll via the Manchester 
Evening News - was "Greatest Day" by Take That. 


The former Key branding was retained by the sister AM station, which rebranded as Key 
Radio on the same day as the launch of Hits Radio. The following January, the Key 
branding was retired when the station became part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. 


Hits Radio Network[edit] 


Initially known as the Big City Network, and latterly Bauer Place and Bauer City 1, 
networked programming on Bauer's local FM stations was initially confined to off-peak 
night time and weekend timeslots. 


In February 2014, the stations adopted a standardised audio identity package, produced 
by Wise Buddah, while retaining their local station branding. Two networked shows were 
also introduced across most stations - Old Skool and Anthems and In: Demand - 
produced from Key 103 in Manchester. 


Separate schedules for England and Scotland were introduced in August 2015, 
followed in July 2017 by two networked mid-morning shows for most of the FM stations, 
produced from Manchester and Glasgow respectively. 


Local weekend programming for most of the English stations was replaced with 
additional network output in July 2019,2% followed in September 2019 by the 
introduction of a networked Drivetime show.2# The Scottish network of stations was 
unaffected. 


In February 2017, the Free Radio group of stations in the West Midlands began carrying 
off-peak programming from the Northern England network, replacing most of its own 
regional output from Birmingham. 


Gem in the East Midlands joined the network in July 2019 to carry late night and 
overnight programming from Manchester.22! 


Technical[edit] 


The launch of Hits Radio in 2018 saw the station added to DAB multiplex transmissions 
in a number of local areas - mostly those served by Argiva's NOWdigital multiplexes, as 
well as being made available on the CE Birmingham multiplex (replacing 'Magic Soul’) 
and in stereo in London (replacing Kerrang! Radio and Absolute Radio 70s, which were 
removed on 23 May and replaced with a Hits Radio placeholder). 


Hits Radio replaced The Hits Radio on Bauer's DAB multiplexes and on the Arqiva- 
operated commercial Freeview multiplex. In addition, the new network was provided 
over the Sky satellite TV platform, on a channel previously occupied by Absolute Radio 
70s. 


Local stations[edit] 


Midlands 
e Free Birmingham (Birmingham) e Free Shropshire &_ 
e Free Coventry & Warwickshire (Birmingham) e Gem (Nottingham) 


e Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire (Birmingham) 


Northern England 


e CFM (Carlisle) e Radio City (Liverpo 
e Hallam FM (Sheffield) e Rock FM (Preston) 


e Hits Radio Manchester (Manchester) e TFM (Newcastle) 


e Metro Radio (Newcastle) 
e Radio Aire (Leeds) 


Scotland 


e Clyde 1 (Glasgow) 

e Forth 1 (Edinburgh) 

e MER (Inverness) 

e Northsound 1 (Aberdeen) 


Logo history[edit] 


Used from 2004 to 2006. 


Used from 2006 to 2011. 


Used from 2011 to 2015. 


Used from 2015 to 2018. 


Programming[edit] 


Viking FM (Sheffiel 


Radio Borders (Twe 
Tay FM (Dundee) 
West FM (Ayrshire) 


Bauer operates two separate Hits Radio networks, one serving Northern England and 


the Midlands and another serving Scotland. 


Most of the stations broadcast their own local breakfast shows from 6-10am each 
weekday - in most cases, these are produced and broadcast from the originating 


station's studios. In Scotland, the seven stations also air their own local Drivetime shows 


from 4-7pm on weekdays along with afternoon shows on Saturdays (2-6pm) and 


Sundays (12-4pm). 


The majority of Hits Radio's programming on its two services are produced and 
broadcast from the Castle Quay studios at Castlefield in Manchester - both versions 
carry the same output, apart from opt-outs for local news, traffic and advertising in 


Manchester. 


e Inthe Midlands and Northern England, most of the network's output is produced and 
broadcast from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. 

e In Scotland, bespoke national programming is produced and broadcast from the 
studios of Clyde 1 in Clydebank, near Glasgow, along with some output from Forth 
1 in Edinburgh. 

e Overnight shows and The UK Chart Show on Sunday Afternoons are broadcast 
across all Midlands, Northern England and Scotland stations. 


NewsS[edit] 


All local stations in the network carry their own news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm 
on weekdays and from 7am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast 
on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic 
bulletins. 


Hourly bulletins on both versions of Hits Radio (national and Manchester) air from 
5:55am to 6:55pm on weekdays, alongside headlines at 25 minutes past the hour 
during Hits Breakfast on weekdays. 


At weekends, bespoke networked bulletins air from 2pm (until 69m on Saturdays and 
4pm on Sundays). These are produced by Clyde 1 for all the Scottish stations, while the 
Leeds newsroom at Radio Aire produces bulletins for the English stations. National news 
updates also air on the national version of Hits Radio in place of the local bulletins for 
Manchester. 


At all other times, mainly evening & overnight, hourly national bulletins originate 
from Sky News Radio in London. 


Opt-outs and variations[edit] 


e CFM airs local programming each weekday from 6am-7pm. 

e Clyde 1's Superscoreboard airs live football commentaries at weekends throughout 
the season, alongside a nightly magazine show on weekday evenings from 6-8pm. 

e Clyde 1 opts out of Hits Party on Saturday evenings to air an extra edition of The 
GBXperience from 6-10pm. 

e Forth 1 and Radio Borders air Super Scoreboard sports shows on Saturday 
afternoons from 2-6pm - with the latter providing in-depth rugby union coverage. 

e Free airs two separate breakfast shows - one for Birmingham, the Black Country and 
Shropshire, and a second for Coventry, Warwickshire, Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire. 

e Gem carries its own local programming, opting into the network for Hits Chilled and 
overnight shows from Sunday - Thursday, as well as The UK Chart Show and The 
Throwback on Sundays. 

e Metro Radio and TFM simulcast Steve & Karen's Breakfast Show on weekdays from 
6-10am. 

e MER and Radio Borders retain their own local daytime shows on weekdays from 
10am-2pm. 

e Radio City airs local weekend shows from 12-4pm on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons, alongside the 'Legends Phone-In' on Monday and Thursday evenings at 
6.30pm during the football season. 


Notable presenters[edit] 
e Gemma Atkinson (Maternity leave) e Dave Kelly (Radio í 


e james Barr (Hits Radio Breakfast: weekdays & Saturday morning) e Steve Marsh (Rock 
e Wes Butters (weekday drivetime, Sunday morning) e Sheree Murphy (Su 
e Sarah-Jane Crawford (weekday afternoons, The UK Chart Show) Jo Russell (Gem we 
e Fleur East (Hits Radio Breakfast. weekdays & Saturday morning) e Dan Wood (Gem w 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Hits Radio, a British commercial radio station 
operated by Bauer Radio. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1974 


o 2 April - Piccadilly Radio, the first commercial radio station in Manchester, goes 
on the air, broadcasting on AM and FM. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1988 


o 3 September - Piccadilly Radio splits its AM and FM services, launching adult- 
focused Key 103 on FM and mainstream service Piccadilly 1152 on AM. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 

o Piccadilly revises its AM/FM split to move closer to the format used by other 
commercial radio operators, moving mainstream music to FM (as ‘Piccadilly Key 
103' for a time) and older-skewing music to AM (initially as 'Plccadilly Gold' 
before later reverting to the Piccadilly 1152 name; the AM station would go on to 
become Magic in 1999, Key 2 in 2015 and Key Radio in 2018.) 

e 1996 

o Key 103 and its AM sibling move from their original Piccadilly Plaza base to 
studios at Castlefield, where they remain based today. 

2000s[edit] 
e 2003 

o 1 January - A station named The Hits, carrying the audio of the Box Plus 
Network television channel of the same name, appears on DAB in London. 

o April - The Hits on DAB switches away from the TV audio and becomes a 
dedicated radio stream, playing contemporary pop hits. 

o July - The Hits is made available nationally as a radio service when it is added to 
the radio section of the Freeview programme guide (as 'The Hits Radio' to 
differentiate itself from the television channel) 

o Late in year - The Hits expands its DAB coverage with its addition to multiplexes 
outside London, including Emap-owned platforms in Northern England 

e 2004 

o early in year - the bitrate of The Hits on Emap's local DAB multiplexes is reduced 
to allow for the addition of heat radio. It is subsequently further reduced to allow 
the local Magic stations, which had also been hit by Heat's addition, to re- 
increase their bitrates. 

o April - The Hits is removed from Emap's local DAB multiplexes in favour 
of Kerrang! Radio. 

e 2008 
o Emap's radio assets are acquired by Bauer Media. 
e 2012 

o Late in year - The Hits reappears on Bauer's northern English DAB multiplexes, 

following a reduction in the bitrate used by heat radio. 
e 2015 

o 5 January - Bauer's network of FM contemporary hit radio services, including Key 
103, is relaunched as the Bauer City 1 network. Most of the stations had already 
been carrying network programming from the Castlefield studios (such 
as In:Demand) in offpeak slots prior to the relaunch, and continued to do so 
thereafter. It was at this point that Magic 1152 on AM became Key 2. 

o 19 January - 


= The Hits is split into a network of fresh-hits DAB stations in Bauer's heritage 
areas - Bauer City 3 - with split localised news, branding and advertising, and 
shared programme content. This programming also remains available 
nationally on Freeview under The Hits Radio name. 

= The Hits is removed from DAB in London and Birmingham, the Birmingham 
Space going to Kisstory (then to KissFresh after Kisstory's move to Sound 
Digital in 2016). 


e 2017 


(0) 


1 September - The Bauer City 3 network is disbanded, and The Hits as a single 
national service returns to DAB in its place.” 


e 2018 


(0) 


18 April - Key 103 announces on-air that it will relaunch as a national station 
under the name Hits Radio from 4 June. The new station logo and some 
information about programming, including the new breakfast show, is unveiled. 
23 May - Absolute Radio 70s and Kerrang! Radio are removed from DAB in 
London and replaced by a stereo placeholder service of music and 
announcements listed as Hits Radio - this placeholder is also rolled out to 
numerous other DAB areas, mostly in newly-created slots on Arqiva's NOWdigital 
multiplexes. 

late May - Magic Soul is replaced on DAB in Birmingham by the Hits Radio 
placeholder. 

1 June - Key 103 and The Hits Radio cease presented programming at 6pm and 
run a 60-hour sequence of music and announcements in preparation for the 
impending relaunch. The Hits' social media accounts are deleted and Key 103's 
relabelled as 'HitsRadioUK’. 

4 June - Hits Radio launches, replacing Key 103 on FM in Manchester, and The 
Hits Radio on DAB and Freeview. Gethin Jones, Gemma Atkinson and Dave 

Vitty launch the Manchester station on-air, with Greatest Day by Take That, 
winner of an online Manchester Evening News poll, the first song played.& 
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Free Birmingham 


City Birmingham 


Broadcast Birmingham and the West Midlands 


area 

Slogan The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks 
FM: 96.4 MHz 

Frequency 


RDS: Free BHM 
DAB: 11C 


First air date 19 February 1974 


Format CHR 

Owner Bauer 

Sister Free Coventry & Warwickshire 
stations Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire 


Free Shropshire & Black Country 
Greatest Hits West Midlands 


Website Free 


Free Birmingham (formerly BRMB) is an Independent Local Radio station 

serving Birmingham and surrounding areas. It is owned and operated by Bauer and 
broadcasts on 96.4 FM and DAB Digital Radio, as well as online. The station is part of 
the Hits Radio network, which broadcasts a mix of chart and contemporary hits 
alongside local news and information. 


History[edit] 
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The first BRMB logo, used throughout the 1980s. 


Launched on 19 February 1974, on 261 metres medium wave, (1152kHz) and 

94.8 MHz FM, BRMB was the fourth independent local commercial radio station to begin 
broadcasting in Britain after LBC, Capital Radio and Radio Clyde. Broadcasting a mix of 
popular music with local news, live football coverage, information and specialist output, 
the station became popular amongst residents in Birmingham and later changed its 
main FM frequency from 94.8 to 96.4 in 1986. 


The original station name, BRMB, was not an acronym (contrary to popular belief - some 
believed it stood for Birmingham Radio, Midlands Broadcasting). Instead, the original 
company, Birmingham Broadcasting Ltd., wanted something that combined a US- 

style call-sign with the company name - e.g. Birmingham - (BRM) and broadcasting - 
(B); equalling BRMB. 


Presenters such as Ed Doolan, Les Ross, Phil Upton and Tony Butler became regulars on 
the station - Les Ross was the UK's longest-serving breakfast presenter, presenting 
BRMB's flagship weekday breakfast show from March 1976 to March 1989, followed by a 
second stint between August 1993 and September 2002. Former head of sport Tom 
Ross also found fame on the station when it began broadcasting live commentary of 
West Midlands football matches every Saturday afternoon - lan Crocker was also 
involved in the coverage early on. 


In 1988, as a response to government disapproval of the simulcasting of 
programming!#tnnesdon both FM and mediumwave, a sister station was launched on the 
1152 kHz frequency. Xtra AM became BRMB's 'gold' service, playing classic hits, while 
BRMB itself began to cater for a younger audience. At this stage, BRMB was part 

of Midlands Radio plc, which was bought out along with Radio Trent, Leicester 

Sound and Mercia Sound by Capital Radio in 1993. However, they sold the other 
stations to the GWR Group whilst Capital kept hold of BRMB and Xtra AM. Xtra was on 
the air for nine years until the majority of its programming was switched to London, 
where it was simulcast with Capital Gold. 


On 8 August 2008, it was confirmed that due to competition 'conflict of interests' in the 
West Midlands (and in other areas), BRMB would be sold by Global Radio, along with 
other West Midlands owned GCap/Global stations Mercia FM, Wyvern FM, Heart 

106 and Beacon Radio. In July 2009, the station was sold officially to a company backed 
by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley™ which was named Orion Media. 


On 9 January 2012, Orion Media announced that BRMB would be rebranded as Free 
Birmingham, along with its sister West Midlands stations Beacon, Mercia and Wyvern. 
The BRMB brand, together with neighbouring stations Mercia, Beacon and Wyvern, were 
phased out on Wednesday 21 March 2012 in preparation for the rebrand, which took 
place at 7pm on Monday 26 March 2012.2 Live football commentaries on Aston 

Villa and Birmingham City matches continued to be broadcast on Free 80s on AM and 
DAB until the end of the 2014-15 season." 


On 6 May 2016, the station's owners, Orion, announced they had been bought 

by Bauer for an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million.“ In February 
2017, most of Free 's off-peak networked output from Birmingham was replaced by 
programmes originating from Key 103 (now Hits Radio Manchester). 


In May 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Bauer announced Free's Birmingham breakfast show would be shared 
with the sister station in Shropshire and the Black Country from 8 July 2019, presented 
by Dan Morrissey. The localised weekday drivetime shows were initially replaced by a 
single regional show, presented by Andy Goulding. 


Regional weekend afternoon shows were axed in favour of additional network 
programming. As of 2 September 2019, further networked output replaced the 
weekday drivetime show. 


Programming[edit] 
All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. 


Local programming consists of Hits at Breakfast on weekdays from 6-10am which is 
produced and broadcast from Free's Birmingham studios.“ The programme, presented 
by Dan Morrissey, also airs on Free's station in Shropshire & the Black Country. 


NewsS[edit] 


Free in Birmingham broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am-7pm on weekdays, 
from 7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


Local bulletins are produced from Free's Birmingham newsroom. National bulletins 
from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked bulletins on 
weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Station Information[edit] 


BRMB was originally based in Aston Road North, in the Aston area of Birmingham, near 
the Spaghetti Junction. These were the former Alpha Television Studios, the home 
of ATV and ABC Weekend Television until 1970. 


The current Free Radio studios are based in the Brindleyplace development near Broad 
Street in Birmingham city centre. Since August 2011, local programming for the 
Coventry and Warwickshire station has been produced and broadcast from Birmingham. 


The FM signal - 10kW ERP - is broadcast from the Sutton Coldfield transmitter, and can 
be received throughout a large part of the West Midlands. 


Events[edit] 


Free in Birmingham organises a number of annual public events including the 
Walkathon and the annual Live concerts at the LG Arena. The station also sponsors 
the Bupa Great Birmingham Run and the Acorns Midnight Walk. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


Ed Doolan 

Les Ross (1976-2002) 

Phil Upton (1987-2006), (now at BBC WM/BBC Coventry & Warwickshire). 
Graham Torrington (now at BBC WM and BBC Devon) 

Elliott Webb (1997-2009) (now at BBC Hereford and Worcester) 
Margherita Taylor (now at Classic FM) 

Carlos (later at Smooth Radio) 

Harriet Scott (now at Magic 105.4) 

Paul Hollins (now at Smooth Radio) 

Jeremy Kyle (now at ITV) 

Tom Binns 

Tim Shaw (now at 97.4 Rock FM) 

Mark Crossley (now at Absolute Radio) 

Graeme Smith (later at Real Radio North West) 

Robin Banks 

James Merritt (now at Heart Network) 

Ed Nell (now at Free Radio Shropshire & Black Country) 

Jo Russell (now at Gem _ 106) 

John Howard (later at BBC Radio 4) 

Sam and Mark 


Adrian Juste 
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Free Coventry & Warwickshire 


| City 


Broadcast 


area 


| Slogan 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


|Owner 


Birmingham 


Coventry, Solihull, and Warwickshire, 


England 


The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks 


FM: 97.0, 102.9 MHz 
RDS: Free C&W 
DAB: 12D 


23 May 1980 


CHR 


Bauer 


| Sister Free Birmingham 

| stations Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire 
Free Shropshire & Black Country 
Greatest Hits West Midlands 


Website Free 


Free Coventry & Warwickshire (formerly Mercia Sound, then Mercia FM) is 
an Independent Local Radio station serving Coventry and Warwickshire, England. The 
station, which is owned and operated by Bauer, forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


An advert for Mercia Sound at Highfield Road, Coventry in 1982 


The station began broadcasting as Mercia Sound at 0700 BST on 23 May 1980, with an 
opening announcement by Programme Director lan Rufus, followed by breakfast 
presenter Gordon Astley and a news bulletin read by Mike Henfield. 


In 1987, the station moved FM frequencies, along with most ILR stations at the time to 
97.0 FM. Shortly after this a new transmitter on 102.9 FM was created to serve South 
Warwickshire. 


In 1989, along with BRMB in Birmingham, the AM frequency was split from the FM 
transmissions to create a new radio station called Xtra AM which played music from the 
1960s and 1970s. 


In 1993, the station's owners, Midlands Radio, sold the station to Capital Radio who, 
shortly afterwards sold it to GWR Group, who re-branded it in-line with their "Today's 
Best Mix" slogan from 1994 onwards. During this period numerous presenters from 
other GWR stations joined Mercia, including Craig Strong (Irent FM, Ram FM, Leicester 
Sound), Tim Gough (Trent FM), Rachael Hopper (Ram FM) and Sean Goldsmith (Trent 
FM). From 2002 onwards, the slogan was "Playing the best mix of the 80's, 90's and 
today". In 2007, it reverted to the old slogan of "Today's Best Mix". 


On 8 August 2008, it was confirmed that due to competition 'conflict of interests' in the 
West Midlands (and in other areas), Mercia would be sold by Global Radio, along with 
other West Midlands owned GCap/Global stations BRMB, Wyvern FM, Heart 

106 and Beacon Radio. In July 2009, the station was sold officially to a company, backed 
by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley,“ called Orion Media. 


At this time, seven hours of local programming were broadcast each weekday with four 
hours on weekend afternoons and a regional daytime programme on weekdays. Outside 
of these hours, programming was networked with the rest of the Hits Radio network. 


On 8 July 2011, Orion Media announced plans to close Mercia's Coventry studios and co- 
locate the station to the company's headquarters in Birmingham - the move took place 

two months later, leaving Coventry with only one locally based station (BBC Coventry & 
Warwickshire) broadcasting from the city. 


On 9 January 2012, Orion Media announced that Mercia would be rebranded as a Free 
Coventry & Warwickshire from April 2012, along with its sister West Midlands stations 
Beacon, BRMB and Wyvern. The Mercia brand was phased out on Wednesday 21 March 
2012 in preparation for the rebrand, which took place at 7pm on Monday 26 March 
2012.214 


On 6 May 2016, the station's owners, Orion, announced they had been brought 
by Bauer for an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million. 


In May 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Bauer announced Free's Coventry & Warwickshire breakfast show 
would be shared with the sister station in Herefordshire and Worcestershire from 8 July 
2019, presented by John Dalziel and Roisin McCourt. The localised weekday drivetime 
shows were initially replaced by a single regional show, presented by Andy Goulding. 


Regional weekend afternoon shows were axed in favour of additional network 
programming. As of 2 September 2019, further networked output replaced the 
weekday drivetime show. 


Programming[edit] 
All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. 2 


Local programming consists of Hits at Breakfast on weekdays from 6-10am which is 
produced and broadcast from Free's Birmingham studios.“ The programme, 
presented by John Dalziel and Roisin McCourt, also airs on Free's station 

in Herefordshire & Worcestershire. 


NewsS[edit] 


Free in Coventry & Warwickshire broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am-7pm 
on weekdays, from 7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on 
the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


Local bulletins are produced from Free's Birmingham newsroom. National bulletins 
from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked bulletins on 
weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Previous logos[edit] 
2 faria Sound 


First logo under the Mercia name, used in the 1980s 


*mercia 


kerei l 


Last logo under the Mercia name, used until 2012 
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Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire 


City 


| 
area 


| 
‘Broadcast Herefordshire and Worcestershire 


Slogan The Biggest Hits, The Biggest Throwbacks 


Birmingham 


FM: 96.7, 97.6, and 102.8 MHz, RDS: Free 
H&W, 


Frequency 


Online 


DAB channel 12A 


First air 4 October 1982 


date 

Format CHR 

Owner Bauer 

Sister Free Birmingham 

stations Free Coventry & Warwickshire 
Free Shropshire & Black Country 
Greatest Hits West Midlands 

Website Free 


Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire (formerly Radio Wyvern) is an Independent 
Local Radio station serving Herefordshire and Worcestershire. The station, owned and 

operated by Bauer, broadcasts on 96.7, 97.6, and 102.8 FM, and forms part of the Hits 
Radio network. 


History[edit] 


Radio Wyvern originally went on-air on 4 October 1982. The original Wyvern name 
derived from the River Wye and River Severn, the rivers running through Hereford and 
Worcester respectively (the name was proposed in the 1970s for what would become 
the county of Hereford and Worcester). The initial presentation team consisted of 
Sammy Southall at Breakfast, Roy Leonard in the morning, Graham Hughes in the 
afternoon and rock shows, and Mike George at drivetime. Weekend presenters included 
Jeff Roberts, Rob Yarnold and Bob Lee. Managing Director from 1984 until 1996 was 
Norman Bilton who joined Wyvern from Two Counties Radio in Bournemouth and Metro 
Radio in Newcastle. 


The offices and studios were located in the former Hereford and Worcester County 
Council Education Department building at 5/6 Barbourne Terrace, north of Worcester 
city centre. The studio block was newly constructed at the rear of the main building, 
incorporating two identical on-air self-operated studios, using MBI desks, surrounding a 
central 'talks' studio. In accordance with the then IBA Code of Engineering Practice, the 
entrance to each studio was through a two-door "air-lock", ensuring high acoustic 
isolation. EMT 948 turntables, Studer B67 tape decks and Sonifex Micro- 

HS cartridge machines were used in these studios. From the first day, a split- 
transmission system for commercial breaks was provided (to play separate advertising 


breaks to Worcestershire and to Herefordshire), using secondary cue-tones to fire 
sequences of cartridges, but this was rarely, if ever, used on air. News was broadcast 
from one of the 'guest' microphone positions in the on-air studio, operated by the 
presenter not the newsreader. Other voice reports for news, or telephone interviews, 
were carried out in a "meat safe" style studio inside the newsroom. The Technical 
Director in charge of all equipment was Rob Yarnold. 


In its early days, the station opened at 6 am (7 am on Sundays) and closed at 8 pm, 
before it extended broadcasting hours to 24 hours a day by joining up with Beacon 
Radio from 10 pm and then a wider network of Midlands stations from 1 am. Radio 
Wyvern took the SuperStation overnight service in the late 1980s, and when that closed 
abruptly, a local Late Show was introduced, with the overnight output from 1 am shared 
with BRMB and Mercia FM. 


The station has played host to many well-known broadcasters over the years. Jane 
Garvey who was the launch presenter for BBC Radio Five Live and later one of the key 
presenters for Woman's Hour held her first professional radio job here, assisting the 
presentation department and reading sports news on air. Neil Fox began his 
professional broadcasting career here in 1984, and the line Wyvern News, this is 
Howard Hughes became very familiar to listeners. Rich Edwards, who joined in the very 
early days, presented on Classic Hits until its abrupt closure in 2007. David Holdsworth, 
now with the BBC was the station's News Editor, and Eleanor Oldroyd, now with Five 
Live, was a member of the Sport team. Several of the original presenters including Mike 
George, Graham Hughes, and Roy Leonard went on to long careers with BBC radio and 
television. 


The station split into Wyvern FM on 5 February 1996, playing newer music, 

and Wyvern AM (Quality and Variety), which was essentially a gold service, with both 
services initially simulcasting from 7 pm to 6 am. The AM station was rebranded 

as Classic Gold soon afterwards, and was sold to Murfin Music International because of 
ownership regulations and the large overlap with neighbouring Classic Gold 

774 in Gloucestershire. Some time later, it was rebranded as Classic Hits, and by this 
time a fully-fledged local service, with no links to Wyvern FM or the Classic Gold 
network. In 2007, Laser Broadcasting abruptly relaunched the AM station 

as SunshineRadio. 


In 1997 Wyvern was acquired by GWR and later, Global Radio, who moved the station to 
new studios at Kirkham House in the Perdiswell Park area of Worcester. On 8 August 
2008, it was confirmed that due to competition ‘conflict of interests' in the West 
Midlands (and in other areas), Wyvern FM would be sold by Global Radio, along with 
other West Midlands owned GCap/Global stations BRMB, Mercia FM, Heart 106, 

and Beacon Radio. In July 2009, the station was sold officially to a company backed 

by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley called Orion Media. Following the take 
over In January 2010, Wyvern FM rebranded as Wyvern and launched a new station 
slogan, "Made for Herefordshire & Worcestershire". 


On 9 January 2012, Orion Media announced that Wyvern would be rebranded as Free 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire from April 2012. Local programming was retained at 
breakfast and weekday drivetime. 


The Wyvern brand was phased out on 21 March 2012 in preparation for the rebrand, 
which took place at 7 pm on Monday 26 March 2012. 


On 6 May 2016, the station's owners, Orion, announced they had been bought 
by Bauer for an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million.“ 


In May 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Bauer announced it would cease local programming and the studios 
in Worcester would close. Free's Herefordshire and Worcestershire breakfast show is 
now Shared with the sister station in Coventry & Warwickshire from 8 July 2019, 
presented by John Dalziel and Roisin McCourt. 


The localised weekday drivetime shows were initially replaced by a single regional 
show, presented by Andy Goulding. Regional weekend afternoon shows were axed in 
favour of additional network programming.” As of 2 September 2019, further networked 
output replaced the weekday drivetime show. 


Programming[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters.“ 


Local programming consists of Hits at Breakfast on weekdays from 6-10am which is 
produced and broadcast from Free's Birmingham studios.@! The programme, presented 
by John Dalziel and Roisin McCourt, also airs on Free's station in Coventry & 
Warwickshire. 


News[edit] 


Free in Herefordshire and Worcestershire broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 
6am-7pm on weekdays, from 7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are 
broadcast on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside 
traffic bulletins. 


Local bulletins are produced from Free's Birmingham newsroom. National bulletins 
from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked bulletins on 
weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e jane Garvey 


e = Elliott Webb (now at Heart Gloucestershire) 

e Robin Banks (now runs Robin Banks Consultancy and Coaching) 
e Davinia Palmer 

e Neil Fox 

e Richard Clarke 

e Mike George (now at BBC Hereford & Worcester) 

e Sam and Mark 


References[edit] 


m 


^ Bauer buys radio group Orion Media, The Guardian, 6 May 2016 

^ Orion Media sold to Bauer for £50m, The Telegraph, 6 May 2016 

3. ^ Jump up to:? * Free to reduce local breakfast and drive shows, Radio Today, 30 May 
2019 

4. ^ Jump up to:? ! Hits Radio Network stations to drop local weekend programmes, Radio 
Today, 30 May 2019 

5. ^ Jump up to:2 * Bauer to network drivetime across 11 licences in North and Midlands, 
Radio Today, 5 August 2019 

6. ^ Free - Public File 


Y 


7. ^ "The Media briefing". Briefing Media Ltd. Retrieved 27 July 2012. 


External links[edit] 


e Free 


e Radio Wyvern launch documentary 


Free Shropshire & Black Country 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
SG citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Free Shropshire & Black 
Country" - news = newspapers « books + scholar » JSTOR (October 
2010) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Free Shropshire & Black Country 


| City 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


| Frequency 


First air 


date 


Birmingham 


Shropshire, Wolverhampton and Black 


Country 


The Biggest Hits, The Biggest Throwbacks 


103.1 & 97.2 MHz 
RDS: Free SHR & Free WLV 
DAB 


Online 


12 April 1976 


| 
Format CHR 


[ERP 2.00 kW, 2.70 kW 

Owner Bauer 

Sister Free Birmingham 

stations Free Coventry & Warwickshire 


Free Herefordshire & Worcestershire 


Greatest Hits West Midlands 


Website Free 


Free Shropshire & Black Country (previously known as Beacon Radio), is 

an Independent Local Radio station serving Shropshire and the Black Country in 

the West Midlands region of England. The station, owned and operated by the Bauer, 
forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


beacon 
(a0io303 


Beacon Radio’s initial logo when it began broadcasting at 303 metres (994 ft; 331 yd) 
mediumwave and FM 97.2 megahertz (97,200,000 Hz) 


Beacon Radio began broadcasting to Wolverhampton and the Black Country from 
studios at 267 Tettenhall Road in Wolverhampton on mediumwave 303 metres, and 
97.2 MHz (from Turner's Hill) at 6 a.m. on 12 April 1976. 


The first presenter was Mike Baker and the first song to be played was Eric Carmen's 
" Sunrise” . enned The station originally set out to broadcast Beautiful Music including 
soul and country rock with a heavy bias towards American chart music with artists 
like Linda Ronstadt and The Eagles. 


The station's original Managing Director was Jay Oliver, an American who, with his 
Programme Controller Allen McKenzie (a Scot/Canadian), was responsible for the Mid- 
Atlantic sound that flooded the West Midlands for three years (including a US-style 
jingle package). 


As with other UK commercial stations at the time, the station's commitment to news 
and speech broadcasting under news editor Mike Stewart in its opening year, 
particularly in the evenings, was extensive; and its late-evening music programmes 
appeared to offer the presenters a freedom to enlighten, with a wide choice of 
recordings, as well as to entertain. 


The station became successful, although facing competition from the already 
established commercial station, BRMB in nearby Birmingham. However, the station 
came in for criticism from the UK licensing authority (then, the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority) for being too American sounding and not wide-ranging enough 
in its programming. Due to this, the senior management and output changed in mid- 
1979. 


Its licence was later expanded in 1987 to cover Shropshire, ostensibly broadcasting 
from its offices in Shrewsbury on 103.1 MHz. Actually, only local news was produced in 
Shrewsbury, with programmes emanating from the Wolverhampton studios — although 
entirely separate programming for the two areas was provided during daytime hours 
(this was from time to time slimmed down or expanded as finances allowed). 


Since January 1989, the station has been FM-only, with Beacon's former AM frequencies 
of 990 and 1017 kHz becoming branded as a separate service "Nice 'n' Easy Radio 
WABC". WABC stood for Wolverhampton And Black Country, and presumably was not 
meant to be confused with, or identified with, New York City's WABC (AM), former radio 
flagship of the American Broadcasting Company, or its one-time sister station, current 
Disney/ABC Television Network flagship station and New York City production 

center, WABC-TV Channel 7. Nevertheless, the station used the same musical logo as 
the New York station in its jingles. The British station was shortened to "Radio WABC" in 
1992. 


In 1998 the local service essentially closed, and the service was networked (bar 
afternoon drive time and News bulletins) under the banner of "WABC Classic Gold". This 
service is currently owned and operated by Orion Media as Free 80s. 


The company had been reorganised in the late 1990s into "Beacon Broadcasting and 
Communications Ltd" (BBCL) — a holding company for the company's various activities. 
In 1995 GWR Group plc bought Beacon Broadcasting Ltd from BBCL (leaving BBCLas a 
dormant company). The FM licences transferred to GCap Media following the GWR 
Group's Merger with Capital Radio Group. GWR re-branded the FM service as Beacon FM 
in 1997, This brought protests to outside the studios in Tettenhall Road, Due to the 
number of changes made by the then new owner, It reverted to Beacon Radio 1 April 
2005. The thinking behind this reversion to the 'radio' title had been floating around for 
a number of years within the company — new digital radios do not promote a frequency 
on 'FM' therefore as a ‘radio’ station it should be branded as such. 


On 8 August 2008 it was confirmed that due to competition ‘conflict of interests’ in the 
West Midlands (and in other areas), both Beacon Radio stations would be sold by Global 
Radio, along with other West Midlands owned GCap/Global stations — BRMB, Mercia 
FM, Wyvern FM and Heart 106. In July 2009, the stations were sold officially to a 
company backed by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley™ called Orion Media. 


‘beacon 


* made for shropshire 
& the black country 


Beacon's last station logo 


From Monday 5 July 2010, the two Beacon stations merged to form one station with the 
loss of separate programming for Shropshire and The Black Country.2 Separate news 
and travel bulletins for Shropshire and the Black Country have been retained at peak 
times alongside advertising. 


On 9 January 2012, Orion Media announced that Beacon would be rebranded as Free 
Shropshire & Black Country, along with its sister West Midlands 

stations BRMB, Mercia and Wyvern.“ The Beacon brand was phased out on Wednesday 
21 March 2012 in preparation for the rebrand, which took place at 7pm on Monday 26 
March 2012. The station's live football commentaries on West Bromwich 

Albion and Wolverhampton Wanderers matches continued to broadcast on sister 
station Free Radio 80s on AM and DAB until the end of the 2014-15 season. 


In October 2013, the station left its Wolverhampton studios and moved to new smaller 
studios at Black Country House in nearby Oldbury.” 


In May 2019, following OFCOM's decision to relax local content obligations from 
commercial radio, Bauer announced Free's Birmingham breakfast show would be shared 
with the sister station in Shropshire & Black Country from 8 July 2019, presented by Dan 
Morrissey. The localised weekday drivetime shows were replaced by a single regional 
show, presented by Andy Goulding. Regional weekend afternoon shows were axed in 
favour of additional network programming.™ As of 2 September 2019 further networked 
programming replaced the weekday drivetime regional show.2% 


Controversy[edit] 


In December 2003, two presenters, Mark Peters and Lisa Freame, left Shropshire’s 
Beacon Radio. On their call-in show, they had asked for opinions on the testimony of the 
subsequently-convicted murderer lan Huntley during his trial, despite the matter 

being sub judice." 


Programming[edit] 
All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters, 220 


Local programming consists of Hits at Breakfast on weekdays from 6-10am which is 
produced and broadcast from Free's Birmingham studios.“ The programme, 
presented by Dan Morrissey, also airs on Free's station in Birmingham. 


NewsS[edit] 


Free in Shropshire & Black Country broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am- 
7pm on weekdays, from 7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast 
on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic 
bulletins. 


Local bulletins are produced from Free's Birmingham newsroom. National bulletins 
from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked bulletins on 
weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 
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e Gordon Astley 

e Peter Deeley 

e Abeer Maclntyre 
e Gavin McCoy 

e Dave Owen 

e Davinia Palmer 


e Nick Piercey 

e Stephen Rhodes 
e Jo Russell 

e Dale Winton 

e Charlie Wolf 
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Gem 


City Nottingham 

Broadcast East Midlands 

area 

Slogan The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks 


Frequency 106.0FM 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Website Gem 


Gem is an English regional radio station broadcasting to the East Midlands, owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. The station is 
transmitted from the Copt Oak transmitter close to the M1 north of Leicester in 

the National Forest. 


History[edit] 
Radio 106[edit] 


Radio 106 launched at 6 am on Tuesday 23 September 1997. Billed as Radio for Grown 
Ups, with an advertising campaign on Central TV for the launch, the new regional 
station was led by ex-Radio Trent managing director Ron Coles with former Centre 
Radio MD Ken Warburton as programming controller. The first presenter on air was 
Dickie Dodd. 


Radio 106's launch schedule included a heavy emphasis on speech content, including 
daily guests on mid-morning shows and a nightly 3-hour phone-in. Specialist music 
output featured country, soul and motown at weekends. The station's launch team 
included Kevin Fernihough, Mark Keen, Willie Morgan, Kenny Hague, Jake Yapp, Peter 
King and Sarah Graham. 


Against competition from established BBC Local Radio and GWR-owned commercial 
stations, Radio 106 recorded poor listening figures for its first set of RAJAR audience 
figures, so within seven months of launch, the station's owners Border Radio 
Holdings opted for a complete relaunch. 


Century 106[edit] 


In April 1998, John Myers took control of the station, which was rebranded as Century 
106 and relaunched with a new team of presenters including Adrian Allen and Chris 
Ashley.” 


Former Radio Trent presenter David Lloyd became the station's Managing Director and 
Programme Controller with ex-Trent colleagues including Tony Lyman, Craig Strong, 
Gary Burton and Andy Marriott joining the presenting line-up. Other additions to the 
team included Steve Jordan (breakfast) and Bernie Keith (afternoons). 


In May 2000, Century 106, along with the other Century stations in the North East and 
North West, were sold to Capital Radio. David Lloyd left the station to join Galaxy 105 in 
Leeds while presenter Adrian Allen walked out mid-show in protest. The sale to Capital 
brought an increase in the station's sports coverage - as emphasised in the 

slogan music, fun and football. More new presenters joined Century, including lan 

Skye, Jason King, Stuart Ellis, Sam Pinkham and Paula White.= 


Heart 106[edit] 


When Capital later merged with GWR, the Office of Fair Trading ordered Century to be 
sold off. Chrysalis bought Century 106 for £29.5m and planned to rebrand the station 
as Heart 106, to go with 100.7 Heart FM in the West Midlands as the area matched 
that of the ITV Central region and would make it more attractive to advertisers. “81s 


Heart 106 was launched on 29 August 2005. A further, more subtle rebrand was applied 
in September 2006 which saw the dropping of the frequencies from station names 
across the Heart Network. 


On 25 June 2007, Chrysalis announced the sale of Heart, along with its sister 
stations The Arrow, LBC and Galaxy, for £170 million to Global Radio.” 


Following Global's takeover of GCap Media, the Office of Fair Trading again ordered 
Global to sell off Heart and four other Midlands stations - BRMB, Mercia FM, Wyvern 
FM and Beacon Radio. In May 2009, the stations were sold to Orion Media, a company 
backed by Lloyds Development Capital and Phil Riley. 


Gem Radio[edit] 


On 9 November 2010, Orion Media announced that Heart 106 would be relaunched and 
renamed as 'Gem 106' on 1 January 2011. Under the rebrand, the station ended its 
franchise agreement with Global Radio which allowed it to use the Heart identity and 
carry networked programming from London. 


Gem 106 was launched at midnight on Saturday 1 January 2011 with a special 
programme presented by Orion's director of programming and marketing David Lloyd. 
The GEM name stands for 'Great East Midlands’, the name created and used from 1988 
onwards for GEM-AM (later Classic Gold GEM) an AM (medium wave), ‘solid gold’ 
secondary service of Radio Trent. The majority of the station's programming is locally 
produced and broadcast from Nottingham. 


As of March 2016, Gem refreshed their imaging and jingle package using a custom 
package from Wise Buddah. 


On 6 May 2016, the station's owners, Orion, announced they had been bought 

by Bauer for an undisclosed fee, reportedly between £40 and £50 million.2%24 As of 
August 2016, Gem 106 is aligned with the Hits Radio network, using its generic on-air 
imaging package. The station retains its own regional programming throughout the day. 
21 


In July 2019, Gem began taking overnight programming from the Hits Radio Network in 
Manchester on Sunday - Thursday nights. The station continues to air local automated 
output at weekends.22 


Audience[edit] 


According to RAJAR figures up to June 2016, the station was listened to by 503,000 
people (out of a possible 2,384,000 listeners) per week, with each listener tuning in for 
an average of 7.1 hours over the course of 7 days. 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


The majority of Gem's programming is produced and broadcast at City Link in 
Nottingham. Late night and overnight programming on Sunday - Thursday, along 

with The UK Chart Show on Sunday afternoons and The Throwback on Sunday evenings, 
originates from the Hits Radio network, based in Manchester. 


The station's current presenters include Jo Russell and Mark 'Sparky' Colerangle 
(weekday breakfast from 16 October 2016), Dan Wood (weekday mid-mornings), Cat 
James (weekday drivetime), Andy Goulding (evenings), Jennie Longdon (Hits Chilled / 
Saturday mornings) and lain Chambers (Saturday mornings). 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Sam Pinkham 
e Sam Nixon & Mark Rhodes 


e Amy Voce 
NewsS[edit] 


Gem broadcasts regional news bulletins hourly from 6 am to 7 pm on weekdays, from 
7 am to 1 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour 
during weekday breakfast with updates every 20 minutes during weekday drivetime.“4 


Regional bulletins originate from Gem's Nottingham studios and the Free 
Radio Midlands newsroom in Birmingham. National bulletins from Sky News Radio are 
carried hourly at all other times, apart from Sunday afternoons. 


Notts TV link-up[edit] 


Since August 2015, Gem 106's weekday breakfast show has been simulcast live 
on Notts TV with a live video feed from the studio. As of February 2017, Gem 
Anthems on Saturday evenings is also simulcast on the channel. 
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CFM 


City Carlisle 


Broadcast Cumbria & South West Scotland 


area 


Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 96.4, 102.2, 102.5, 103.4 MHz 


RDS: C F M 


First air date 14 April 1993 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Bauer Radio 

Webcast Radio Player (CFM) 
Website GE 


CFM is an Independent Local Radio station broadcasting to Cumbria and South 

West Scotland, with transmitters in Carlisle, Penrith and West Cumbria. Its musical 
output is mainly current chart hits with occasional 80’s & 90’s hits played. The station is 
owned & operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


CFMracio 


CFM logo used from 2008 until 2015. 


The station was launched by its original owners, Border Television at 8am on 14 April 
1993 when Managing Director and Breakfast show host John Myers played "The Best" 
by Tina Turner as its first song. 


Originally CFM only broadcast from their Caldbeck mast to Carlisle on 96.4 and Penrith, 
from the top of Beacon Hill, on 102.5. In September 1995, they also started transmitting 
to West Cumbria from their transmitters at Broughton Moor and Whitehaven. The 
frequencies for the West Coast are 102.2 (Workington and Cockermouth) and 103.4 
(Whitehaven). 


From its launch, the station broadcast from premises adjacent to the ITV Border studios 
in Durranhill, Carlisle. In April 2010, CFM moved to a new base at Atlantic House in 
Kingstown, Carlisle. 


In 2005, Emap bought CFM and branded it as one of its Big City Network of stations. 
Three years later, Emap was bought by Bauer, who have retained ownership of the 
station. 


Previously, CFM has won numerous industry awards including the Radio Academy's 
North West Station of the Year 2005 and Emap Station of the Year 2006. In May 2013, 
CFM became the first radio station to broadcast from a nuclear reprocessing site 

at Sellafield, West Cumbria. 


CFM is one of two stations within the Hits Radio Network that does not broadcast on 
DAB (the other being Radio Borders based in Galashiels). This is due to the lack of local 
DAB multiplexes in Cumbria. However, in May 2019, OFCOM announced plans to 
advertise three local multiplexes in Cumbria & South West Scotland. Bauer have since 
made an application to OFCOM to run the North & West Cumbria DAB Multiplex and 
place CFM as well as other Bauer owned stations on it, alongside BBC Radio Cumbria. 
OFCOM are yet to award the licence as of November 2019 however given that Bauer 
were the only party to submit an application to run this multiplex, it is highly likely that 
the licence will be awarded to them. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming consists of daytime output from 6am-7pm on weekdays, produced 
and broadcast from CFM's Carlisle studios. 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters.22! 
News[edit] 


CFM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays and from 
7am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Rich Clarke (Heart South) e Jason King (Heart L 
e Lucy Horobin (Heart Dance) e Joel Ross 

e Dave Kelly (Radio City) e Tim Shaw 

e john Myers 

References[edit] 


1. ^ CFM - Public File 


2. ^ Hits Radio Network stations drop local weekend programmes, Radio Today, 30 May 
2019 

3. ^ Bauer to network drivetime across 11 licences in North and Midlands, Radio Today, 5 
August 2019 
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Hallam FM 
City Sheffield 
Broadcast South Yorkshire 
area 
Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 
97.4 MHz (Sheffield) 
102.9 MHz (Barnsley and Rotherham) 
103.4 MHz (Doncaster) 


RDS: HALLAM 
DAB: 11C 


First air date 1 October 1974 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Greatest Hits Radio 
stations 

Webcast Hallam FM Radioplayer 
Website Hallam FM 


Hallam FM is an independent local radio station serving South Yorkshire from studios 
in Sheffield. The station is owned and operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of 
the Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


hallamfm 


Hallam FM logo used from 2004 to 2015. 


The station started broadcasting on 1548 kHz/194m AM, 95.2 and 95.9 MHz FM under 
the name of Radio Hallam from its studios at Hartshead in Sheffield City Centre on 1 
October 1974. The first presenter heard on air was ex-BBC Radio 1 DJ Johnny Moran - 
the first record he played was /'ve Got the Music in Me by Kiki Dee, which stuck after a 
minute and a half. 


On 1 October 1985, Radio Hallam's broadcast area increased significantly when it began 
to broadcast to all of South Yorkshire. 


In 1987, Radio Hallam merged with neighbouring Yorkshire stations Pennine Radio in 
Bradford and Viking Radio in Hull to form the now-defunct Yorkshire Radio Network. 


The frequencies were changed during the 1980s to 96.1 FM for Rotherham, 97.4 FM 

for Sheffield, 102.9 FM for Barnsley, and 103.4 for the rest of South Yorkshire. After a 
take-over of the parent company YRN by the Metro Radio Group, the AM frequency 
became Great Yorkshire Gold. The Rotherham transmitter was turned off in the 1990s 
as part of Hallam's licence agreement and is now used by Rother FM. Hallam also 
moved its studio facilities to 900 Herries Road, just minutes from Sheffield Wednesday's 


Hillsborough ground. The office space at Hartshead was formerly used by the Sheffield 
Star newspaper. 


As the Metro Radio group was bought by EMAP, Hallam FM also became part of the Big 
City Network in Northern England. In 2011, Bauer Media's Big City Network was 
replaced by the Place Portfolio, containing the group's local radio stations. 


As of October 2019, Hallam FM's Sheffield studios are shared with sister Yorkshire 
station Viking FM, following the closure of its studios in Hull.2 


Broadcasting[edit] 


Hallam FM's main competitors are BBC Radio 1, Capital Yorkshire & Heart Yorkshire. 
Other local competing stations include BBC Radio Sheffield, Peak FM, Rother FM, Dearne 
FM and Trax FM. 


The station broadcasts on analogue frequencies on 97.4 FM (Tapton Hill), 103.4 FM 
(Clifton, near the M18) and 102.9 FM (Ardsley) 

in Sheffield, Doncaster and Barnsley respectively. Almost the whole region is covered on 
103.4 FM. The station also broadcasts via DAB on the Bauer Radio multiplex, and online. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming consists of weekday breakfast from 6-10am which is produced and 
broadcast from Bauer's Sheffield studios." 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters.“ 
News[edit] 


Hallam FM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6 am to 7 pm on weekdays, and 
from 7 am to 1 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


e Steve Banyard 

e Tom Binns" 

e jon Culshaw”! 

e Daryl Denham®! 

e Stephanie Hirst (now at BBC Radio Leeds and BBC Radio Manchester) 
e Keith Skues 

e Roger Moffat 

e Johnny Moran 

e Bill Crozier 

e Cindy Kent 

e Stuart Linnell 

e Vicky Locklin 

e Scottie McClue (now with Nation Radio Scotland) 

e Ed Nell (now with Free Radio Shropshire & Black Country) 
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This article is about the British radio station formerly known as Key 103. For the 
American radio station using the 'Key 103' branding, see WAFY. 


City 


Hits Radio Manchester 


MANCHESTER 


Manchester 


Broadcast Greater Manchester 


area 


Branding Hits Radio 


Slogan The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks 


Frequency 103.0 MHz 
DAB (RDS Name: HITS MCR) 


First air date 2 April 1974 (as Piccadilly Radio) 


Format Contemporary hit radio 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Absolute Radio 
stations Greatest Hits Radio 
Kiss 
Magic 
Planet Rock 
Webcast Radioplayer 
Website Hits Radio Manchester 


Hits Radio Manchester (formerly Key 103 and Piccadilly Radio) is a commercial 
radio station, serving Greater Manchester on 103 FM & DAB. 


The station is owned and operated by Bauer Radio and broadcasts from studios in 
the Castlefield area of Manchester City Centre. It provides opt-outs from Hits Radio's 
national service for local news bulletins, traffic updates, relevant information and 
advertising on its local FM and DAB platforms.” 


History[edit] 


Piccadilly Radio[edit] 
Further information: Greatest Hits Radio Manchester 
Originally known as Piccadilly Radio, the station commenced broadcasting from studios 


at Piccadilly Plaza in Manchester city centre at 5am on Tuesday 2 April 1974 - the 
fifth Independent Local Radio station to launch and the first of its kind in northern 


England. The first presenter on air was Roger Day and the first song played on air 
was Good Vibrations by The Beach Boys. 


In early 1987, due to a nationwide reorganisation of the FM band, Piccadilly moved its 
VHF (FM) frequency from 97 to 103 FM. A year later, the Government and the IBA began 
encouraging all ILR stations with multiple frequencies to provide split programming in 
order to increase listener choice and competition. 


Key 103[edit] 


Piccadilly split its services into two on Saturday 3 September 1988. Key 103 launched at 
midday on 103 FM while the original Piccadilly Radio service continued on 1152 AM. The 
first presenters on air were Tim Grundy and Becky Want with the first jingle package 
produced by Stowe Bowden Wilson and featuring voiceovers from Steve Coogan. The 
first song played upon launch was Alive and Kicking by Simple Minds. 


Positioning itself as Music, not music, Key 103 aimed at an upmarket, younger audience 
with a mix of AOR and chart music and high-end specialist output including arts and 
business programming, comedy and weekly jazz, folk and classical music shows. 


The station later opted for a more mainstream format with presenters from Piccadilly 
1152 (later Piccadilly Gold) switching to the FM station, and in 1990, the station was 
rebranded as Piccadilly Key 103. The Piccadilly branding was gradually dropped during 
the 1990s. 


In 1994, the station's owners Transworld Radio Group were brought by EMAP. Two years 
later, both Key 103 and its AM sister station moved from the Piccadilly Plaza studios to 
new headquarters at Castle Quay in Castlefield.™! 


Hits Radio[edit] 


On 18 April 2018, station owners Bauer Media announced Key 103 would be rebranded 
and relaunched as Hits Radio, a CHR-led music station aimed at 25-44 year olds on 
Monday 4 June 2018.8 


The station was merged with The Hits to provide a single national service across the UK 
on DAB, Freeview and online. In Manchester, Hits Radio continues to provide local 
news & information, traffic bulletins and advertising on its local platforms - 103 FM, DAB 
and online. 


The Key 103 branding was phased out from Friday 25 May 2018 as the station entered a 
transition period ahead of the launch of Hits Radio at 6am on Monday 4 June 2018. The 
first song played on air - decided by an online poll via the Manchester Evening News - 
was "Greatest Day" by Take That. 


Technical[edit] 


The station broadcasts on the analogue frequency 103 FM via a transmitter 
at Saddleworth, from where broadcasting commenced upon the launch of Piccadilly 
Radio on 2 April 1974. 


The DAB signal is broadcast from transmitters located at Winter Hill and City Tower, 
Manchester on the CE Manchester multiplex. With the addition of Sutton Common, near 
Macclesfield, the DAB signal has a reliable coverage area that includes Greater 
Manchester, South Lancashire, most of Cheshire, parts of North East Wales and 
Merseyside, with much better reception than the FM frequency can provide as 103.0 
suffers from co-channel interference from other stations on nearby frequencies. 


In May 2016, two additional digital transmitters were launched at Littleborough and 
Saddleworth. 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


Most of Hits Radio Manchester's output is produced and broadcast from Bauer's 
Castlefield studios. 


Apart from 6-10am on weekdays, Hits Radio's output is also simulcast on Bauer's Hits 
Radio Network of local FM stations in northern England and the West Midlands. Some of 
the network's weekend and overnight programming also airs on Bauer's FM stations in 
Scotland. 


Notable current presenters[edit] 


e Gemma Atkinson (Drivetime) e Fleur East (Hits Ra 
e james Barr (Hits Radio Breakfast: weekday mornings) e Sarah-Jane Crawfo! 
e Wes Butters (Weekday drivetime, Sunday mornings) e Sheree Murphy (Su 
Notable past presenters[edit] 

e Stu Allan e Justin Moorhouse 

e Rich Clarke e Darryl Morris 

e Robin Galloway e Steve Penk 

e Tim Grundy e Karl Pilkington 

e Lucy Horobin e Joel Ross 

e Gethin Jones e Graeme Smith 

e jason King e James Stannage 

e Geoff Lloyd e Mike Sweeney 

e Scott Mills e Dave Vitty 

e Pete Mitchell e Becky Want 
News[edit] 


As of April 2019, Hits Radio Manchester airs hourly local news bulletins at five minutes 
before the hour - 5.55am - 6.55pm on weekdays and 8.55am - 12.55pm at weekends. 
‘1 Headlines air at 25 minutes past the hour during Hits Radio Breakfast on weekdays, 
alongside regular traffic bulletins at breakfast and drive. 


Syndicated national bulletins from Sky News Radio in London are carried overnight. 
Bespoke networked bulletins also air on weekend afternoons, produced from the 
newsroom of Radio Aire in Leeds. 
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Metro Radio 


METRORADIO 


City Newcastle 
Broadcast Tyne and Wear 
area Northumberland 


County Durham 


Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 
102.6 MHz (Alnwick) 
103.0 MHz (Fenham) 
103.2 MHz (Hexham) 
97.1 MHz (Tyne Tunnel Relay) 
97.1 MHz (Newcastle upon Tyne) 
RDS: METRO 
DAB: 11C™ 


First air date 15 July 1974 


Format CHR 


Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Greatest Hits North East 
stations 

Webcast Radioplayer 

Website Metro Radio 


Location within Tyne and Wear 


Metro Radio is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer Radio as part of 

the Hits Radio network. It broadcasts to Tyne and Wear, Northumberland and County 
Durham from studios in Newcastle. The station's regional programming is simulcast with 
sister station TFM. 


History[edit] 


metroradio 


Logo used from 2003 to 2015. (2000- 2003 variant had a dark blue background) 


Launch[edit] 


The Newcastle-based station, broadcasting to North East England, launched on 15 July 
1974.™ The first Breakfast Show was presented by Don Dwyer, an Australian radio 
presenter formerly at ABC and the United Biscuits Network. The first show included 
messages of congratulations from Kenny Everett at the equivalent local commercial 
station in London, Capital Radio. 


Studios[edit] 


Metro Radio on the Swan House roundabout in Newcastle upon Tyne 


The station transmitted from a studio in Swalwell, Gateshead, which, in later years, 
would be adjacent to the MetroCentre and is now Metropolitan House - a Business 
Centre providing serviced office accommodation. In 2005 Metro, and sister 

station Magic 1152 moved to the former BT building, previously known as Swan House, 
now known as 55° North, next to the Tyne Bridge in Newcastle upon Tyne. 


Football commentary[edit] 


Until 2005 the station broadcast live football commentary for the region's two biggest 
clubs — Newcastle United and Sunderland. In an attempt to boost ratings, the football 
commentary was stopped. However, a negative response from football fans prompted 
the owners to cover all Newcastle and Sunderland games on sister station Magic 1152. 


TFM co-location[edit] 


As of Monday 8 April 2013, all Metro Radio's programming is shared with TFM. However, 
the Metro Radio branding was retained along with separate advertising and local news 
bulletins.2 The two stations were able to co-locate without consultation as the Metro 
Radio licence area is located in one approved broadcast area (North East England). 


Programming[edit] 


Regional programming consists of Steve & Karen's Breakfast Show on weekdays from 6- 
10am, produced and broadcast from Metro Radio's Newcastle studios and syndicated 
with sister station TEM.“ 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. =! 


The station's long-running talk show Night Owls, presented by Alan Robson since 1983, 
ran for over 40 years before airing its final edition in June 2019.” It now airs weekly 
on Greatest Hits Radio. 


News[edit] 


Metro Radio broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am-7pm on weekdays, from 
7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable former presenters([edit] 
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e Wayne Allen 

e Rich Clarke (Heart South) 

e Mark Goodier (Greatest Hits Radio) 
e Gabby Logan 

e Pete Graves (Sky Sports News) 

e Lucy Horobin (Heart Dance) 

e Dave Kelly (Radio City) 

e Jason King (Heart London) 

e Jonathan Morrell (BBC Newcastle) 


e jenny Powell 

e Alan Robson (Greatest Hits Radio) 
e Joel Ross 

e Bill Steel 


e Philippa Tomson (Good Morning Britain) 
e Clive Warren 
e James Whale (talkRADIO) 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Sony Radio Academy Awards[edit] 


a Award Entry Result 
Best live event coverage Alan Shearer Testimonial Coverage 
201 Reet DreakiNI NEWS COET AOE Manhunt - The Raoul Moat Story - Nominat 
1 9 9 Metro Radio News ed 
201 

Best live event coverage Great North Run Coverage Silver 


1 


Speech Radio Personality of Alan Rabson Nominat 
the Year agate ta area ed 
News Journalist of the Year Metro Radio News Team 


Best Speech Programme Alan Robson's Nightowls 


Breakfast na of the Year Steve and Karen's Breakfast Show Silver 
(under 10 million) 


Station of the Year (1 Million Maro Rado 

plus) 

Speech Radio Personality of ‘Alan Robson Silver 

the Year ar aan ase 

Best Coverage of a Live Event | Great North Run 2013 
Station of the Year (1 Million Maro Radio Nominat 
plus) ed 
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Radio Aire 


RADIOAIRE 


Broadcast Leeds 

area West Yorkshire 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 

Frequency FM: RDS _ AIRE MHz96.3 DAB: 12D 


First air date 1 September 1981 


Format CHR/Pop 


Transmitter “753.7356°N 


: 1.5782°WCoordinates: ‘s#53.7356°N 
coordinates 


1.5782°W 


Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Greatest Hits Radio 
Webcast whatsON 


Website Radio Aire 


Radio Aire is an Independent Local Radio station serving Leeds and West Yorkshire. It 
is owned & operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


Radio Aire 


62) 


PSI 
Radio Aire's original logo 


96.3radioaire 


Radio Aire logo used from 2004 to 2015. 


Radio Aire's studios, shared with Greatest Hits West Yorkshire in Burley, Leeds 


The station was launched on 1 September 1981 by presenter Graham Thornton and the 
first song played was Pilot of the Airwaves by Charlie Dore. Radio Aire originally 
broadcast on 362 metres medium wave (828 kHz AM) and 94.6 VHF but was moved to 
96.3 FM (VHF) in 1986. 


Radio Aire is situated on Burley Road, overlooking Kirkstall Road next to ITV Yorkshire's 
studios and was the first Independent Local Radio station to have studios especially 
built for the purpose of radio transmission. In the late 1980s, the studios were used 

for The James Whale Radio Show, which was a late night TV show, broadcast on ITV, 
Radio Aire and Red Rose Radio. 


On 17 July 1990, Radio Aire split frequencies, forming Aire FM and Magic 828. In 1992, 
the name was changed to Radio Aire FM and then, 96.3 Aire FM in 1995. A change of 
format in 1996 saw another station name change to The New 96.3 Aire FM before The 
New was dropped in 1998. By March 2001, Radio Aire had reverted to its original name. 


The station, together with Magic 828 was bought by EMAP in 1995 and it became part of 
their Big City Network of stations and has maintained a generic branding with sister 
stations across Northern England since about 2000. Following the acquisition of EMAP 
Radio, the station is now part of Bauer Radio. 


Transmitter information[edit] 


The station's FM transmission is radiated at the Tingley site in Morley, close to 

the A653 and junction 28 of the M62. The adjacent mast, known as Morley, is former 
home of the station's FM transmissions. It continues to broadcast sister station Greatest 
Hits Radio on 828 KHz medium wave and the Leeds DAB multiplex. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming consists of weekday breakfast from 6-10am which is produced and 
broadcast from Radio Aire's Leeds studios.“ 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. 21! 
News[edit] 


Radio Aire broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays, from 
7am to 1pm on Saturdays and from 9am to 12pm on Sundays. Headlines are broadcast 
on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and 
traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons generally produced in the Leeds newsroom for the Hits 
Radio Network in northern England and the West Midlands. 


Notable former presenters[edit] 


e Christa Ackroyd 
e Bruno Brookes 
e Paddy Bunce 

e Mark Easton 

e Paul Fairburn 

e Stephanie Hirst 
e Lucy Horobin “ 


e Peter Matthew Hutton 
e Martin Kelner 

e Andy Kershaw 

e Liz Kershaw 

e Jason King “ 

e Edouard Lapaglie 
e Alex Lester 

e Peter Levy 

e Vicky Locklin 

e Mark Mardell 

e Paul Welsh 

e Chris Moyles 

e Bob Preedy 

e Steve Priestley 


e Phil Riley 
e Joel Ross 
e Peter Tait 


e Carol Vorderman 
e James Whale 
e Tony Wrighton 


References[edit] 
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^ Radio Aire - Public File 

^ Hits Radio Network stations drop local weekend programmes, Radio Today, 30 May 
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3. ^ Bauer to network drivetime across 11 licences in North and Midlands, Radio Today, 5 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e Radio Aire Archive (The history of Radio Aire) 
e History of local radio in Yorkshire. (Archived 19 October 2009) 


e Tingley transmitter information 
e Morley transmitter information 
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Radio City 


RADIOCITY 


City Liverpool 

Broadcast Merseyside and Cheshire 

area 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 96.7 MHz 
DAB: 11B 


First air date 21 October 1974 


Format CHR/Pop 

Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Greatest Hits Radio 
stations Radio City Talk 
Webcast Radio City Player 
Website Radio City 


Radio City (previously known as 96.7 City FM and 194 Radio City) is 

a British Independent Local Radio station, based in Liverpool, and 

serving Merseyside, Cheshire and parts of North Wales. The station is owned & operated 
by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio Network. 


History[edit] _ 


Radio City studios tower by night 


Radio City logo used from 2004 to 2015. 


After the introduction of the Sound Broadcasting Act in 1972 which allowed the legal 
operation of commercial radio in the UK, in 1974, Radio City (Sound of Merseyside) 
Ltd won the contract to broadcast the Independent Local Radio station for Liverpool and 
its surrounding areas, with studios originally based in Stanley Street in Liverpool City 
Centre. 


194 Radio City began broadcasting at 5:58 am on 21 October 1974, with an 
announcement by its founding managing director Terry Smith (/t's two minutes to six on 
Monday October 21st 1974. For the very first time, this is 194 Radio City broadcasting 
to Merseyside). The first song to be played on the station was Stevie Wonder's "You 
Are the Sunshine of My Life". As reflected in the name, the station originally broadcast 
on 1548 kHz AM, then known as 194 metres medium wave, from a transmitter 

at Rainford. The station was also given an FM frequency of 96.7 MHz, but did not begin 
broadcasting on FM until a few months later, after the transmitter was vandalised. In 
the early days of Marcher Sound, the evening programmes of the station were 
simulcasted to the fledgling station, so for a period in the 1980s, Radio City had in 
theory, four frequencies (Marcher Sound aired on 95.4 MHz and 1260 kHz). 


In 1989, the Conservative government enforced new regulation to enable better choice 
by ceasing the simulcasting of radio stations on both AM and FM. Radio City split its 
frequencies by continuing its top 40 format on FM under the recently introduced new 
name City FM. On AM, a new talk station was launched called City Talk 1548 AM. 

21 This was unusual as most stations launched 'golden oldie’ stations on their former AM 
frequencies. The City Talk experiment proved short-lived and Radio City 

Gold launched in its place in 1991, later known as City Gold. The AM service rebranded 
as Magic 1548 on Monday 17 March 1997, 


In 1998, the company was bought out by EMAP Radio (now Bauer Radio), who renamed 
the main FM station back to a modern version of its original name, as Radio City 96.7, 
the name it still uses currently. Two years later, the station left its original Stanley 
Street base and on Tuesday 18 July 2000, Radio City began broadcasting from St. John's 
Beacon, which in the past was a revolving restaurant and viewing platform. 


The City Talk format was revived when, on 9 November 2006, it was announced 

by Ofcom that Radio City had beaten competition from rival broadcasters to win a new 
FM licence for a talk station for the Liverpool area. The new City Talk launched on 28 
January 2008 and broadcasts on 105.9 FM.“ Due to poor listening figures, the station 
has since dropped most of its presenters and had a format change which means, 
outside of peak listening hours like breakfast and drivetime, the station now broadcasts 
a mix of classic hit music similar to the music played on sister station Magic 1548, 
although under the format change the station is not allowed to simulcast with Magic, 
only Radio City. 


In September 2014, Bauer announced it would extend the Radio City brand by reviving 
the name on Magic 1548 as Radio City 2 and launching a new localised version of DAB 
station The Hits Radio, known as Radio City 3. The rebrand took place on 5 January 
2015, with Radio City 3 due to launch on 19 January 2015. Radio City Talk was not 
affected. 


This decision was later repealed in September 2017, when the Bauer City 3 branding 
was withdrawn in favour of The Hits across all Bauer City stations. Radio City 2 
became Greatest Hits Liverpool in January 2019. 


Transmission[edit] 


The 96.7 FM signal comes from the Allerton Park transmitter in south-east Liverpool, 
which also transmits BBC Radio Merseyside on 95.8 FM. There is also a transmitter in 
the Merse ueensway) Tunnel. There are also DAB digital radio transmitters at St 
John's Beacon, Billinge Hill (in St Helens, which also carries Wish FM), and Hope 
Mountain (near Wrexham). The Billinge Hill site has the strongest digital signal. Greatest 
Hits Radio broadcasts on Radio City's original AM frequency from a transmitter at the 
former Bebington/Bromborough Power Station site. 


Programming and presenters[edit] 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. 2! 


Local programming consists of weekday breakfast from 6-10am and weekend 
afternoons from 12-4pm which are produced and broadcast from Radio City's Liverpool 
studios.” 


News and Sport[edit] 


Radio City broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6-7pm on weekdays, and from 
7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Radio City also airs sports programming, focusing largely on Liverpool FC and Everton 
FC. Until the end of the 2014-15 season, the station aired live match commentaries of 
both clubs.24 


The station now airs a twice-weekly Legend's phone-in on Monday and Thursday 
evenings during the football season, hosted by John Aldridge and Graeme Sharp." 


Notable past presenters([edit] | 


e Arthur Murphy 

e Graham Dene 

e Norman Thomas 
e John Gorman 

e Alan Bleasdale 


e Bill Shankly 
e Kev Seed 
e John Bishop 


e Anton Powers 
e Neil Fitzmaurice 
e Billy Butler 


e Peter Levy 
e Pete Waterman 
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e Your Liverpool View tower tours 
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Rock FM 


ROCKFM 


City Preston 

Broadcast Lancashire 

area 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 97.4 MHz 
DAB: 12A 


First air date 5 October 1982 


Format Contemporary hits 


Power 1.4 kw 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister Greatest Hits Radio 


stations 
Webcast Rock FM - Radio Player 
Website Rock FM 


Rock FM is an Independent Local Radio station broadcasting to Lancashire, North West 
England and some parts of North Wales. Its output is mainly contemporary pop and 
current chart hits. The station is owned & operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of 
the Hits Radio network. 


Overview([edit] 


97.4rockfm 


Rock FM logo used from 2004 to 2015. 


In 1990, Red Rose Radio, which was transmitted on 97.4 MHz and 999 kHz, was split 
into two stations - Red Rose Rock FM using the FM frequency and Red Rose Gold on 
the medium wave frequency. Rock FM was given its name as the station was initially 
going to be based in Blackpool, Lancashire. However the agreement for the studio 
premises subsequently fell through and the station remained in Preston. 


The managing director was Dave Lincoln, with Mark Matthews as programme director, 
and at that time the station was owned by the Miss World Group, later known 

as TransWorld Communications (owned by Owen Oyston) and which subsequently 
became part of Bauer Radio (previously EMAP Radio). 


The total survey area of the station for RAJAR is broadly defined as western, southern 
and central Lancashire including parts of Greater Manchester and Merseyside, but the 
station is audible on FM from Cumbria down into Wales and towards The West Midlands. 


Rock FM and its sister station Greatest Hits Lancashire are based at studios ina 
converted church (St. Paul's) in Preston. Rock FM consistently rates as the number one 
commercial radio station in its target service area by reach, share and hours. Over a 
quarter of all adults in its market listen every week. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming consists of weekday breakfast from 6-10am, which is produced and 
broadcast from Rock FM's Preston studios.™ 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters, 22! 


NewsS[edit] 


Rock FM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am-7pm on weekdays, from 7am- 
1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Rock FM - Public File 

2. ^ Hits Radio Network stations drop local weekend programmes, Radio Today, 30 May 
2019 

3. ^ Bauer to network drivetime across 11 licences in North and Midlands, Radio Today, 5 
August 2019 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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TFM 


City Newcastle 


Broadcast County Durham 


area North Yorkshire 
Branding “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency EM: 96.6 MHz 


RDS: TFM 


DAB: 11B 


First air date 24 June 1975 


Format CHR 

Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Greatest Hits Radio 
stations 

Webcast Radioplayer 
Website TE 


TFM is a local radio station owned and operated by Bauer Radio as part of the Hits 
Radio network. It broadcasts to County Durham and North Yorkshire from studios 
in Newcastle upon Tyne. 


The station currently broadcasts on 96.6 FM, DAB and online with DAB services provided 
by Bauer Digital. In April 2013, the station was merged with Metro Radio in Newcastle. 


History[edit] 


TEM 


TFM logo used from 2013 to 2015. 


From the start of broadcasting in 1975, TFM (then known as Radio Tees) was owned by 
Sound Broadcasting (Teesside) Ltd and originally broadcast on 257 Medium Wave only, 
with a later launch on 95 VHF. After a government radio frequency re shuffle in the mid- 
1980s, the FM frequency was swapped with BBC Radio Cleveland and Radio Tees shifted 
to 96.6 FM in 1986. In 1988 Radio Tees was relaunched as TFM 96.6 after being taken 
over by Newcastle upon Tyne based Metro Radio Group. Shortly after this, a new 
Medium Wave station called Great North Radio (GNR) was launched after broadcasting 
rules meant TFM could not broadcast on both FM and Medium Wave. 


In the late 1990s, TFM was taken over by EMAP along with the rest of the Metro Radio 
Group stations and integrated into EMAP's Big City Group. Shortly after this the station 
was re branded 96.6 TFM. In July 2007, TFM was rebranded TFM Radio and re adopted 
the slogan Today's Favourite Music which had first been used in the late 1990s. 


In 2008, EMAP, a publicly listed company, was then bought by Bauer Media, a privately 
owned German based family business, the radio group was renamed Bauer Place. 


Merger with Metro Radio[edit] 


As of Monday 8 April 2013, all programming is shared with sister station Metro Radio in 
Newcastle. The TFM branding was retained along with separate news bulletins and 
advertising. Two journalists are based locally for newsgathering in the TFM area.“ The 
two stations were able to merge without consultation because both the TFM and Metro 
licence areas are located in one OFCOM-approved broadcast area (North East England). 
{2] 


The TFM studios in Thornaby were closed and remaining staff were moved to Newcastle. 
Most on-air staff were made redundant, including breakfast presenters Wayne 
Tunnicliffe and Amy McConnell, who were replaced by Metro Radio counterparts Steve 
Furnell and Karen Wight.“ Despite the merger, RAJAR reported an increase in weekly 
listener reach for TFM during the second quarter of 2013. 


Programming[edit] 


Regional programming consists of Steve & Karen's Breakfast Show on weekdays from 6- 
10am, which is produced and broadcast from Metro Radio's Newcastle studios and 
syndicated with sister station TFM. 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters. 2 


NewsS[edit] 


TFM broadcasts regional news bulletins hourly from 6am-7pm on weekdays and from 
7am-1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 
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Broadcast East Riding of Yorkshire and 


area Northern Lincolnshire 

Slogan The Biggest Hits, The Biggest Throwbacks 
Format Contemporary Hits 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Greatest Hits Radio 

stations 


Webcast whatsON 


Website Viking FM 


Viking FM is a British Independent Local Radio station serving the East Riding of 
Yorkshire and North & North East Lincolnshire.™ It is owned & operated by Bauer 
Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


As of October 2019, the station broadcasts from studios outside its broadcast area 
in Sheffield. 


Technical[edit] 


Viking FM logo used from 2004 to 2015. 


The station is transmitted from the High Hunsley transmitter on the Yorkshire Wolds, 
near North Cave, sharing the 200 ft tower with Capital Yorkshire and BBC Radio 
Humberside, as well as on the Bauer Humberside DAB multiplex from three 
transmitters, located at High Hunsley, Buckton Barn near Bridlington and Grimsby town 
centre. 


It is also streamed over the Internet via Viking FM's website, making it accessible to 
listeners from all across the United Kingdom. Worldwide webcasting has recently been 
suspended for licensing reasons. 


History[edit] 


During the application process for the licence, the station's working title was Humber 
Bridge Radio; however on 17 April 1984, it was launched as Viking Radio and broadcast 
on 102.7 FM and 1161 kHz AM (258m Medium Wave). The first on-air presenter was 
David Fewster and the first song played was Celebration by Kool & the Gang. In Spring 
1986, the frequency was changed to 96.9 FM, the then residence of arch- 

competitor Radio Humberside, (which moved to 95.9 FM). In the Summer of 1986, the 
station hit the showbiz big time by signing up the pop music connoisseur Paul 
Gambaccini. 


Viking was the first commercial radio station in the UK to introduce split programming 
so that it could broadcast rugby league commentary on Sunday afternoons on its AM 
frequency, leaving FM to take The Network Chart Show. On 31 October 1988, Viking 
Radio split frequencies on a permanent basis and was transformed into Viking FM on 
96.9 FM and Viking Gold on 1161 (said "Double-One Six-One") medium wave.” The AM 
station later became Classic Gold, Classic Gold Radio, Great Yorkshire 

Gold, Great Yorkshire Radio, Magic 1161 (pronounced "Eleven-Sixty-One") 

and Viking 2. It is now known as Greatest Hits East Yorkshire. 


In 1990, The Yorkshire Radio Network, who owned Viking as well as Radio 

Hallam, Pennine Radio (now known as Pulse 1) and Classic Gold, were bought by 

The Metro Radio group. In 1996, the station was bought by media empire, EMAP and as 
a result of a group takeover in 2008, Viking is now owned by Bauer Media Group, as 
part of the Hits Radio network of radio stations. 


In August 2019, Bauer announced Viking FM would cease broadcasting from its Hull 
studios and co-locate with sister station Hallam FM in Sheffield from Wednesday 2 
October 2019." The station retains local news, advertising and charity staff, based in 
the broadcast area. 


Achievement([edit] 


In 2005 the station won its first Gold Award at the Sony Radio Academy Awards for 
"Happy Hour"; a news investigation into binge drinking in the region. They won a Bronze 
award in 2006 for their series of programmes on subjects like ASBO's and street crime. 


[citation needed) 


In 2005, Viking FM's Creative Team (who write and make the adverts) won a Vox Award 

for a Road Safety ad, in 2006 they won no less than 4 Vox Awards (Best Campaign, Best 
Use of Music, Best Media Production and Other) and the London International Awards for 
Sound Design. In 2007 they achieved a finalist place at the New York Awards and won 

a United Nations Award for Peace and Human Rights, one of only 4 given out worldwide. 


[citation needed) 


Branding[edit] 


The original logo depicted the station mascot "Eric the Viking", this was phased out in 
the late 1980s when the logo style was shared with its sister stations. This was later 
phased out and replaced by the Bauer City 'splash'; used by many stations on the 
network. In 2015, the logo was overhauled across the Bauer City network and Viking FM 
has now adopted the 'Your' logo, in line with branding changes to all Bauer City stations. 


[citation needed) 


Viking's original package was produced by CBC Creative - further idents were made 
by Jam Creative Productions, Alfasound and Reelworld. Viking went through a stage 
starting in the late 1990s of only using voice over sweeper production produced in- 

house, however, in 2006 a new sung package was commissioned, produced by Wise 
Buddah. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming consists of weekday breakfast from 6-10am, produced and 
broadcast from Bauer's Sheffield studios.“ 


All networked programming originates from Hits Radio's Manchester headquarters.“ 
News[edit] 


Viking FM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6 am to 7 pm on weekdays, and 
from 7 am to 1 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour 
during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
bulletins on weekend afternoons, usually originating from Radio Aire's Leeds newsroom. 


Notable past presenters[edit] 


This article's list of people may not follow 
Wikipedia's verifiability or notability policies. Please impr 
ove this article by removing names that do not have 

jN independent reliable sources showing they are notable AND 
members of this list, or by incorporating the relevant 
publications into the body of the article through 
appropriate citations. (February 2015) 


e Jon Culshaw (comedian) e Stephanie Hirst 

e Keri Jones (now at Radio Scilly) e Diana Luke 

e Harriet Scott (now with Magic FM) e Foxy and Tom 

e Karen Petch e Lucy Horobin (now with Heart) 


e Tina Gelder (now with ITV Yorkshire) e Steve Priestley 
e Roger Kirk e Tim Shaw 


e Allan Lake e Matthew Rudd 
e lan Roberts 
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Clyde 1 


CLYDE 1 


City Glasgow 

Broadcast Glasgow and West Central Scotland 

area 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 97.0, 102.3, 102.5, 103.3 MHz 


DAB: 11C 


First air date 31 December 1973 


Format Contemporary hits 

Power 0.05 kW, 0.3kW, 15kW, 0.05 kw 
Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Clyde 2 

stations Clyderocks 

Website Clyde 1 


Clyde 1 is a Scottish independent local radio station serving Glasgow and West Central 
Scotland. The station, operated by Radio Clyde (part of Bauer Radio), broadcasts on 
102.5 FM with relays covering Rothesay on 102.3 FM, the Firth of Clyde on 103.3 FM and 
the Vale of Leven on 97 FM, as well as on DAB and online. Clyde 1 forms part of 

Bauer's Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 
For the station's history prior to taking its current form, see Radio Clyde. 


Clyde 1 logo used from 2011 to 2015. 


Clyde 1 was born out of the compulsory transmission splitting enforced by the UK 
regulators in the 1990s, developing the FM frequency into Radio Clyde into a Top-40 
format radio station. 


The development of live-streaming and digital radio led to a widening of the station's 
potential audience through carriage on the station's website and Bauer Radio's DAB 
multiplex in Glasgow. 


The station's Freeview carriage came as a consequence of the closure of stable- 
mate 3C by the station's then-owners, and resulted in UK-wide coverage until it was 
removed on 30 October 2008. 


On 31 December 2013, Radio Clyde celebrated its 40th anniversary. 


Events[edit] 


Clyde 1 used to hold an event called Clyde 1 Live at the SECC in Glasgow. The event 
included some of the many artists which are broadcast on the station, past events have 
featured Calvin Harris, Labrinth, Jessie J, Olly Murs, The Sugababes, Amelia Lily, Pixie 
Lott, Mcfly, Lawson, Cover Drive, Matt Cardle, Gary Barlow,2 John Newman, The 

Vamps and also Dappy. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of programming - local and networked - is produced and broadcast from 
Radio Clyde's studios in Clydebank, however some networked output originates from 
sister station Hits Radio in Manchester. The station also opts out of some networked 
output to broadcast additional local programming, including sports coverage and 
specialist music shows. 


The station's local presenters include George Bowie (Bowie at Breakfast | The GB 
Xperience), Grant Thomson (Home Run) and Cassi Gillespie (Bowie at Breakfast and 
Sunday afternoons). 


News and sport[edit] 


Clyde 1 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays (except 
2pm), from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and from 9am to 12pm on Sundays. Headlines 
are broadcast on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, 
alongside sport and traffic bulletins. 


The Clydebank newsroom also produces bespoke national Scottish bulletins at 
weekends with Sky News Radio bulletins carried overnight. Radio Clyde's head of news 
and sport is Lorraine Herbison, who is also Bauer's head of news for its Scottish stations. 


Sports coverage airs under the Superscoreboard banner and includes live match 
commentaries during the season and a magazine show on weekday evenings.” It is 
presented by Gordon Duncan and features regular panellists Hugh Keevins, Derek 
Johnstone and Gordon Daiziel. 


See also[edit] 


e Radio Clyde 


e Clyde 2 
References[edit] 
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Hogmanay". 
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Radio Clyde 
Glasgow 


Glasgow and West Central Scotland 


Clyde 1: A// the Biggest Hits 
Clyde 2: The Greatest Hits 


Clyde 1: 97.0/102.3/102.5/103.3 MHz 
Clyde 2: 1152 kHz 
All services on DAB: 11C 


31 December 1973 
12 August 1988(Clyde FM/Radio Clyde 


split) 


Clyde 1: Hot AC 
Clyde 2: Adult contemporary and 


classics 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Webcast Yes 
Website Clyde 1 
Clyde 2 


Radio Clyde is a group of two Independent Local Radio stations 

serving Glasgow and West Central Scotland. Radio Clyde is owned and operated 

by Bauer Radio, based at studios in Clydebank, West Dunbartonshire and forms part of 
Bauer's City network of local stations. 


History[edit] 


Radio Clyde began broadcasting as the commercial radio station in Scotland at 10.30pm 
on Monday 31 December 1973. first ILR station outside London on 261 metres medium 
wave and 95.1 FM (later moving to 102.5 FM). The station's studios were originally 
located at the Anderston Centre complex within Glasgow city centre, but moved to its 
current site at Clydebank in 1983.2 The original slogan was Radio Clyde, 261, all 
together now. 


Radio Clyde's output was split into two distinct services on Friday 12 August 1988 with 
the launch of a separate Clyde FM service carrying chart music at weekends. The split 
became permanent on Wednesday 3 January 1990 with the AM service carrying a 
classic hits format. In line with other UK stations, by this time the AM broadcast was 
advertised by its frequency of 1152kHz rather than its equivalent wavelength of 261 
meters. 


Radio Clyde was controlled by Scottish Radio Holdings (SRH) until 2005, when the 
company was acquired by Emap. It changed hands again in 2008 when Emap sold their 
consumer magazines and radio business units to current owner Bauer Media. 


Previous Radio Clyde logo 


A third service was launched on Monday 19 January 2015 as Clyde 3, carrying a locally 
branded version of The Hits on DAB with opt-outs for local news, traffic and advertising. 
From 1 September 2017, the local City 3 branding of the stations on DAB was 
withdrawn, in favour of reverting to using The Hits name.“ 


A fourth station Clyde Rocks was launched as a 30-day trial on Wednesday 20 April 
2016, with the intention of the outcome of the trial being used to form a bid for the 96.3 
FM radio licence which had recently been vacated by its former operator, XFM Scotland. 
‘| Ultimately, however, Bauer Radio were unsuccessful in their bid, and, the licence was 
awarded by Ofcom to another bidder, Rock Radio.“ 


Notable past presenters include Ross King who was the station's youngest ever DJ and is 
now based in Hollywood where he appears regularly on Good Morning Britain and 
Lorraine. Ross is a four time Emmy Award winning TV host, actor, writer and 

producer. Paul Coia, Ken Sykora, Richard Park, Tiger Tim Stevens, Mark Goodier, Tom 
Russell who presented the long running Friday Night Rock Show and Dougie 

Donnelly. BBC Breakfast anchor Bill Turnbull began his career in journalism at the 

statio n. [citation needed] 


Present([edit] 


Radio Clyde forms one of Bauer's main radio production centres. As well as local 
programming for Glasgow and the West of Scotland - predominantly on Clyde 1 - the 
station also produces networked programming for the three City networks in Scotland 
and northern England. 


The station's newsroom is also one of the largest in commercial radio!#-2ee, producing 
local and national bulletins as well as extensive sports coverage, including live football 
commentaries and a nightly phone-in under the Superscoreboard banner. 


See also[edit] 


e Clyde l 
e Clyde 2 
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Broadcast Edinburgh, Lothian and Fife 


area 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 

Format CHR 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister Forth 2 

stations 

Webcast Radioplayer 

Website Forth 1 


Forth 1 is a British local radio station, broadcasting to Lothian and Fife, and based in 
Forth Street in Edinburgh's city centre. The station broadcasts on 97.3 FM with relays 
covering West Lothian on 97.6 FM and Penicuik on 102.2 FM, as well as on DAB and 
online. The station plays a variety of music, mainly Top 40, but older tunes are also 
inserted into the playlist. Forth 1 is owned by Bauer Radio and operated by Radio 
Forth and forms part of Bauer's Hits Radio network. 


History[edit] 


Forth House, Edinburgh. 


Forth 1 logo used from 2013 to 2015. 


Radio Forth was launched on 22 January 1975 by current chairman Richard Findlay. His 
opening speech included "This, for the very first time is Radio Forth". Steve Hamilton 
was the first on-air presenter, hosting the breakfast show.#! 


In 1990, Forth was forced to create a new station on its AM frequency. Before this, Radio 
Forth was broadcast as a single station on both FM and AM frequencies. The FM station 
was renamed Radio Forth RFM (later simplified to Forth FM) with Donny Hughes 
broadcasting the first Breakfast Show from the newly revamped Studio F in Forth House. 
The new AM station became "Max AM" which was later renamed Forth AM to match its 
sister station. 


In 2000, both stations were relaunched as 97.3 Forth One and 1548 Forth 2. Forth 2 was 
redesigned as an adult contemporary music station while Forth One continued to play 
Top 40 songs for the 35s and under. 


Radio Forth was owned by Scottish Radio Holdings until 3 June 2005 when British media 
group EMAP took over. In January 2008, EMAP Radio was sold to Bauer and the radio 
division was renamed Bauer Radio. Ownership changes have led to more networked 
programming on the station. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Radio Forth's Edinburgh studios 
from 6am-2pm and 3-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm on Sundays. 
The station also produces a networked Saturday evening show - Hits Party - broadcast 
across parts of Scotland. 


Forth 1 also airs networked programming from Clyde 1 in Glasgow and Hits Radio in 
Manchester. 


News and sport[edit] 


Forth 1 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays (except 
2pm), from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and from 9am to 12pm on Sundays. Headlines 
are broadcast on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, 
alongside sport and traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


Extended sports coverage airs under the Superscoreboard banner on Saturday 
afternoons during the football season. 


See also[edit] 


e Radio Forth 
e Forth 2 


References[edit] 


1. ^ “Radio mogul Findlay adds loss-making Original 106 to his stable". scotsman.com. 
Retrieved 21 July 2015. 
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Radio Forth 


City Edinburgh 


Broadcast Lothian and Fife 


area 


Slogan Forth 1: Your Music, Your Life 
Forth 2: The Greatest Hits 


Frequency Forth 1: 97.3/97.6/102.2 MHz 
Forth 2: 1548 kHz 
All services on DAB: 11D 


First air date 22 January 1975 
1990(RFM/Max AM split) 
19 January 2015 


Format Forth 1: Hot AC 
Forth 2: Adult contemporary and 


classics 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Webcast Yes 
Website Forth 1 

Forth 2 


Radio Forth is a group of two Independent Local Radio stations 
serving Lothian and Fife. Radio Forth is owned and operated by Bauer Radio, based at 
studios in Edinburgh and forms part of Bauer's City network of local stations. 


Historyledit] 


Radio Forth was launched on 22 January 1975 by current chairman Richard Findlay, 
whose opening speech included the words: This, for the very first time, is Radio Forth. 
The first presenter on air was breakfast show host Steve Hamilton. 


In 1990, Forth created a second station on its AM frequency. Before this, Radio Forth 
was broadcast as a single station on both FM and AM frequencies. The FM station was 
renamed Radio Forth RFM and aimed at a younger age group, while Max AM was 
designed for over 35s. The FM station was later renamed Forth FM and then in the mid- 
late 90s, Max AM was later renamed Forth AM to match its sister station. 


In 2000, both stations were relaunched as 97.3 Forth One and 1548 FORTH2. Many 
changes occurred at this time, including new presenters and a revamped station sound. 
Forth 2 was redesigned as an adult contemporary music station while Forth One 
continued to play chart and contemporary music for under 35s. 


Radio Forth was owned by Scottish Radio Holdings until 3 June 2005 when British media 
group EMAP took over. In January 2008, the company's radio business was brought out 
by the German-based Bauer group. 


Most of Radio Forth's locally produced programming airs on Forth 1, consisting of 13 
hours on weekdays and 4 hours at weekends, with live football commentaries airing 

on Forth 2. All three stations also carry local news, sport and traffic bulletins every day. 
Some networked programming is produced by Radio Forth for broadcast across 
Scotland and northern England, alongside output from sister stations such as Radio 
Clyde in Clydebank and Hits Radio in Manchester. 


See also[edit] 


e Edinburgh and District Churches’ Council for Local Broadcasting (EDCCLB) 
e Forth One 
e Forth 2 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e Radio Forth in 1980 
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MFR 


City Inverness 


Broadcast Moray, Highland, and parts of 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


Website 


NW Aberdeenshire 


MFR: “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 


Throwbacks” 


MFR 2: The Good Times Sound Like This 


FM: 96.6, 96.7, 97.4, 102.5, 102.8 MHz 


MW: 1107 kHz 


DAB: 11B 


23 February 1982 


MFR: Contemporary hit radio = MFR 


2: Classic hits 


Bauer Radio 


MFR 2 


MFR 


MER (previously Moray Firth Radio) is a group of Independent Local Radio stations, 
serving the Scottish Highlands, Moray, the Orkney islands and parts of north west 
Aberdeenshire. MFR is owned and operated by Bauer Radio, based at studios in the 
Scorguie area of Inverness, and forms part of the Hits Radio network. 


Station information[edit] 


moray @ firth radio 


MFR logo used from 2001 to 2015. 


MFR 2 logo. 


Moray Firth Radio operates two separate services on 97.4 FM (from 

the Mounteagle transmitter) and 1107 AM. The first voice heard on Moray Firth 
Radio/MFR, shortly after 6:30am on 23 February 1982, was Dave Cochrane. The longest 
serving presenter on Moray Firth Radio/MFR of 33 years was Tich McCooey, leaving on 
29 May 2015. In February 2017, MFR launched a new slogan, in line with Bauer City 
Network changes, to A// The Biggest Hits, All Day Long. 


MFR on FM largely broadcasts contemporary and chart music-led programming 
alongside hourly news bulletins and peak-time traffic updates. The majority of the 
station's output is produced and broadcast from its Inverness studios. In recent years, 
MFR opted out on Saturday evenings for a weekly bilingual music programme in English 
and Scots Gaelic,™ which also aired on Argyll FM, Cuillin FM, Isles FM, Nevis 

Radio and Two Lochs Radio. 


History[edit] 


The station began broadcasting on 23 February 1982.2 A year later, the station was 
making a profit. 


Until August 2014, MFR 2 on AM and DAB aired specialist programming on Sunday - 
Friday evenings with automated music broadcast at all other times. In September 2014, 
the station axed its specialist output and began carrying programming from Bauer's 
‘Greatest Hits Network' of Scottish AM stations, switching to the Bauer City 2 network in 
January 2015. Since January 2019 it is part of the Greatest Hits Radio network. MFR 2 
continues to air local news, sports coverage and traffic updates. 


MFR 3 launched on Monday 19 January 2015, broadcasting on DAB and online as a 
locally branded relay of The Hits Radio aimed at 15-25-year-olds, with opt-outs for 
advertising. MFR3 ceased broadcasting on 31 August 2017 and was replaced with a 
single national feed of The Hits Radio, which was replaced ten months later with Hits 
Radio. 


In addition to the main services, there are two local relay stations which opt out of MFR 
FM to broadcast local programming produced by non-profit community groups during 
the evenings. 


e Kinnaird Radio (96.7 FM Fraserburgh) 
e Caithness FM (102.5 FM Caithness) 


Programming[edit] 


MFR's local programming on its main service originates from its Inverness studios, with 
networked output carried from Clyde 1 in Clydebank, Hits 

Radio in Manchester and Forth 1 in Edinburgh. Local programming airs from 6am-2pm 
and 4-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm on Sundays. 


The station's local presenters are Daniel Gilchrist & Grace Nicoll (Dan & Grace in the 
Morning), Jodie McCluskey, Martin Morrison (Home Run), Amy Jamieson (Saturday 
afternoons) and Grace Nicoll (Sunday afternoons). 


All of MFR 2's programming is carried from Greatest Hits Radio's network of locally- 
branded Scottish stations with some off-peak output also carried from GHR's sister 
network in England. Networked programming originates from the studios of Clyde 2 in 
Clydebank, Tay 2 in Dundee, Forth 2 in Edinburgh and from Greatest Hits 

Radio's Manchester studios. 


News and sport[edit] 


MFR broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays and from 
9am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during 
weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, alongside sport and traffic bulletins. An 
extended five-minute bulletin airs at 1pm on weekdays. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


References[edit] 
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Northsound 1 


NORTHSOUND 1 


City Aberdeen 

Broadcast Aberdeenshire 

area 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 96.9, 97.6, 103.0 MHz 
DAB: 11C 


First air date 27 July 1981 


Format CHR 

Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Northsound 2 
stations 

Webcast Northsound 1 
Website Northsound 1 


Northsound 1 is a radio station serving Aberdeen and the north east of Scotland. The 
station is owned and operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of Bauer's Hits 

Radio network and plays contemporary chart music from the 2000s to today, alongside 
news, sport and travel bulletins. 


Local programming is produced and presented from studios in Tullos, Aberdeen. 
Northsound 1's main 96.9 FM transmitter is located at Durris, near Stonehaven. It also 
broadcasts on 97.6 FM from the Balgownie transmitter covering north Aberdeen, and on 
103.0 FM from Stirling Hill covering the Peterhead area. 


History[edit] 


ADRTHSOUND 


96.9 


Northsound 1 logo used from 2003 to 2015. 


Northsound Radio commenced broadcasting at 6 am on 27 July 1981 from converted 
studios in an old schoolhouse on Kings Gate, near Anderson Drive in Aberdeen. 
Originally, the station was broadcast from 6 am to 8 pm each day on 1035 kHz (290 
metres) and 96.9 FM (VHF). 


In 1995, the station split its services to become Northsound 1 and Northsound 2. Both 
stations now also broadcast online, on smartphone applications and DAB (Digital Audio 
Broadcasting - i.e. Digital Radio). 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Northsound's Aberdeen studios 
from 6am-10am and 4-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm on Sundays. 


Northsound 1 also airs networked programming from Clyde 1 in Clydebank, Forth 
1 in Edinburgh and Hits Radio in Manchester. 


The station's local presenters are Jeff Diack and Lauren Mitchell (Northsound 1 
Breakfast), Michael Macdermid (Home Run), Chris Thomson (Saturday afternoons) and 
Stephen Jackson (Sunday afternoons).4! 


News and sport[edit] 


Northsound 1 broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays 
(except 2pm), from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and from 9am to 12pm on Sundays. 
Headlines are broadcast on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime 
shows, alongside sport, traffic and business bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with networked Scottish 
bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


Extended sports coverage airs under the Superscoreboard banner on Saturday 
afternoons and on a magazine programme each Friday evening. 


See also[edit] 


e Northsound 2 
e Northsound Radio 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Northsound 1 - Djs 
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Coordinates: *#57.1248°N 2.0992°wNorthsound Radio was the name for the 
original Independent Local Radio station broadcast from Aberdeen and serving the 
north-east of Scotland. In 1995, the station split to become two separate stations. 


History[edit] 


Until summer 1981, the only local radio output available to listeners in the North East of 
Scotland was a regional opt-out from the BBC at Beechgrove, which broadcast specialist 
music programmes for a couple of hours a week along with some opt-out regional news 
coverage. When a commercial radio franchise for Aberdeen, Peterhead and the 
surrounding areas was advertised by the then-regulator, the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, a group of local businessmen applied under the consortium of North of 
Scotland Radio Ltd and won the franchise. 


After a change of name, Northsound Radio commenced broadcasting at 6 am on 27 July 
1981 from its original studios in an old schoolhouse on Kings Gate, near Anderson Drive 
in the city. Originally, the station was broadcast from 6 am to 8 pm each day on 1035 
kHz (290 metres) and 96.9 FM (VHF). 


For a two-year period from 1994, the station was the main sponsor of Aberdeen Football 
Club, with the logo appearing on the players' shirts. 


In 1995, Northsound split its services to become Northsound 1 and Northsound 2. 
Northsound 1 broadcasts on 96.9FM and plays popular music from the 1990s to today 
whilst Northsound 2 follows a 'classic gold' style, with music from the 1950s to today 
alongside some specialist programming. Both stations now also broadcast on DAB 
(Digital Audio Broadcasting - i.e. Digital Radio). 


On Tuesday 3 April 2018, Northsound 2 ceased broadcasting on 1035 AM and became a 
digital-only station on DAB and online. It is the first commercial radio station in Scotland 
- and the first of Bauer's local stations - to cease analogue broadcasting in favour of a 
digital switchover.” 


Free concerts[edit] 


From 1997 until 2007, Northsound held free music concerts in Aberdeen almost bi- 
annually. Northsound delivered its first major outdoor event when the Tall Ships arrived 
in Aberdeen, which called Free at the Quay. Following its success, Free 2000 was staged 
at the Queen’s Links at Aberdeen Beach followed by Free at the Dee at Duthie Park. 


Due to the numbers attending, Northsound decided to move the event to Hazlehead 
Park and the event was renamed to simply Free 2007. More than 30,000 people 
attended Free 2007 which saw Beverley Knight, McFly, Shayne Ward, Booty Luv, 
MacDonald Brothers, Ali Love, Unklejam and others perform free. 


Northsound are also sponsors and organisers of Aberdeen's free Hogmanay street party, 
where in previous years stars such as Sandi Thom, Travis and Amy MacDonald have 
played to large crowds. 


Notable DJ's[edit] 


e Nicky Campbell - now a BBC journalist and television presenter.2! 

e Robin Galloway - later became a continuity announcer and newsreader for Grampian 
Television. He now currently presents the breakfast show on Heart Radio in 
Glasgow." 

e Alan Fisher - worked at the station as a reporter/newsreader and is now a senior 
correspondent with the global news channel, Al Jazeera English based in the United 
States. 


e Bobby Hain - presenter in 1980s, now head of channels at STV 


e Edi Stark - went on to produce programmes for BBC Radio Scotland and BBC Radio 
4. 


See also[edit] 


e Northsound 1 
e Northsound 2 


References[edit] 


m 


^ The history of the blue kit, Aberdeen Football Club, 27 June 2017 

2. ^ Northsound 2 to switch off AM radio service, Radio Today, 8 March 2018 

3. ^ "BBC NEWS, programmes, now you're talking, Nicky Campbell", BBC News, BBC, 
retrieved 17 February 2015 

4. ^ Sabbagh, Dan (14 October 2012), "Nicky Campbell interview: 'Up north? For me, this is 
down south", The Guardian, retrieved 17 February 2015 

5. ^ Pickles, Kate (5 June 2013), "Robin Galloway and Boogie in ratings battle", The 
Scotsman, retrieved 17 February 2015 

6. ^ "Point of law - The Diary, 8 April 2010", The Herald Scotland, 8 April 2010, retrieved 17 

February 2015 


Radio Borders 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
AS citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "Radio 
Borders" - news = newspapers = books = scholar = JSTOR (February 
2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Radio Borders 


RADIOBORDERS 


Broadcast Scottish Borders and 


area North Northumberland 
Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 96.8, 102.3, 103.1, 103.4 MHz 


First air date 22 January 1990 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Webcast Radio Borders 
Website Radio Borders 


Radio Borders is a radio station broadcasting to the Scottish Borders and 

North Northumberland™ from studios in Tweedbank, just outside Galashiels. The station 
can be heard across much of the Scottish Borders and North Northumberland and can 
be heard as far north as Gorebridge in Midlothian and as far south 

as Langholm and Canonbie in Dumfries & Galloway. 


The station is owned & operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of Bauer's Hits 
Radio network of local FM stations, although the music played by Radio Borders 


(together with Moray Firth Radio in Inverness and CFM Radio in Carlisle) differs slightly 
to the rest of the Hits Radio network. 


Radio Borders regularly broadcasts local news, weather, and traffic information as well 
as sports coverage at weekends. Its music format consists mostly of music from the 
charts of today with the occasional older song from as far back as the 1980s. The 
station holds some of the highest listening figures (linked to the population) amongst all 
UK local radio stations. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Radio Borders' Tweedbank studios 
from 6am-2pm and 4-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm on Sundays. 


Radio Borders also airs networked programming from Clyde 1 in Clydebank, Forth 
1 in Edinburgh and Hits Radio in Manchester. 


The station's local presenters are Keith Clarkson (weekday breakfast/ Saturday 
afternoons), Ruairidh Tait (weekday mornings / Sunday afternoons) and lain Waugh 
(Home Run). 


News and sport[edit] 


Radio Borders broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays 
and from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Headlines are broadcast on the half- 
hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, including sports reports. Traffic 
bulletins are presenter led and broadcast at 20 and 40 minutes past the hour between 
6am and 9am as well as between 4pm and 7pm. 


Local news bulletins are produced in conjunction with Radio Forth's newsroom 
in Edinburgh and Metro Radio's newsroom in Newcastle. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


Extended sports coverage, including live rugby union commentary, airs under 
the Superscoreboard banner on Saturday afternoons. 


References[edit] 
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Tay FM 


TAY FM 


City Dundee and Perth 

Broadcast Tayside and Fife 

area 

Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 
102.8 MHz (Dundee) 
96.4 MHz (Perth) 
DAB: 11B 


First air date 9 January 1995 


Format Contemporary hits 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister Tay 2 

stations 

Webcast Tay FM 

Website Tay FM 


Tay FM is a commercial Independent Local Radio station serving Dundee, Perth and the 
general Tayside area in Scotland. The station is owned and operated by Bauer 

Radio and forms part of the Hits Radio network. Tay FM's playlist consists of current 
chart music and classic hits from the last 20 years. 


History[edit] 
quik 


Tay FM logo used from 1995 to 2015. 


Radio Tay commenced broadcasting on 17 October 1980 in Dundee and 14 November 
1980 in Perth from the studios it still broadcasts from today at 6 North Isla Street in 
Dundee, near the city's Tannadice & Dens Park football stadia. The original schedule 
only broadcast from 6am-8pm daily. 


On 9 January 1995 the station split its services/frequencies to become Tay FM and Tay 
AM. Both stations now also broadcast on DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting - i.e. Digital 
Radio) and over the internet via their respective websites. 


Tay FM broadcasts on a main transmitter in Angus on 102.8 MHz, with relays on 
96.4 MHz in Perth and on the same frequency at the Tay Bridge, It is the more 
contemporary of the two stations. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is produced and broadcast from Radio Tay's Dundee studios from 
6am-10am and 4-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm on Sundays. 


Tay FM also airs networked programming from Clyde 1 in Clydebank, Forth 
1 in Edinburgh and Hits Radio in Manchester. 


The station's local presenters are Stuart Webster and Claire Kinnaird (Wake Up With 
Webster), Gregor Runciman (Home Run), John Milne (Saturday afternoons) and Lynsey 
Gibson (Sunday afternoons). 


NewsS[edit] 


Tay FM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays (except 
2pm), from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and from 9am to 12pm on Sundays. Headlines 
are broadcast on the half-hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, 
alongside sport and traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


See also[edit] 


e Tay 2 
e Radio Tay 
References[edit] 


1. ^ Tay FM - Djs 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Radio Tay 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Radio Tay 


City Dundee 


Broadcast Tayside and north east Fife 


area 


Slogan Tay FM: Your Music, Your Life 


Tay 2: The Greatest Hits 


Frequency Tay FM: 102.8/96.4 MHz (Dundee/Perth) 
Tay 2: 1161/1584 kHz (Dundee/Perth) 
All services on DAB: 11B 


First air date 17 October 1980 (Dundee) 


14 November 1980 (Perth) 


9 January 1995 (Tay AM/Tay FM) 


Format Tay FM: Hot AC 


Tay 2: Adult contemporary and classics 


ERP 5.0 kW (Tay FM Dundee (Angus transmitting 


station)) 

0.8 kW (Tay FM Perth) 
1.4 kW (Tay 2 Dundee) 
0.21 kW (Tay 2 Perth) 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Webcast Yes 


| Website Radio Tay 

| 
Radio Tay is a group of two Independent Local Radio stations serving Tayside and 
northeast Fife in Scotland. Radio Tay is owned and operated by Bauer Radio, based at 
studios at 6 North Isla Street in Dundee and forms part of Bauer's City network of local 
stations. 


Tayside Sound Limited was incorporated on 27 April 1979 to set up a radio station in 
accordance with the then regulatory body, the Independent Broadcasting Authority. 
Radio Tay commenced broadcasting on Friday 17 October 1980 from the Angus 
transmitter near Dundee. A relay transmitter in Perth opened five weeks later. 


Originally launched as a simulcast station on AM and FM, Radio Tay split into two 
distinct radio services on 9 January 1995: Tay FM, playing contemporary hit music 

and Tay AM, carrying an older selection of classic hits. On 19 January 2015, Tay 3 was 
launched as a locally-branded service of pop music aimed at 15- to 25-year-olds. These 
stations broadcast to the Tayside catchment area, with a potential target audience of 
391,000 people.™ As of 2015, Radio Tay attracts a weekly audience of 204,000 listeners 
across its three services. 


Most of Radio Tay's locally-produced programming airs on Tay FM, consisting of 13 
hours on weekdays and 4 hours at weekends. Tay 2 produces a Scottish drivetime show 
on weekdays from its Dundee studios as well as live football commentaries on Saturday 
afternoons. All three stations also carry local news, sport and traffic bulletins every day. 
Networked programming is also carried on the three services from sister stations 


Radio Tay offices in Dundee 


Notable presenters|[edit] 
e David Robertson - former presenter of BBC Reporting Scotland 


e Bill Torrance - previously presented The Beechgrove Garden and other television 
programmes 


e Mark Goodier - Previously worked for Radio Tay, prior to his career on BBC Radio 1 

e Dave Bussey - later presented a weekend programme on BBC Radio 2, once at BBC 
Radio Lincolnshire 

e Eddie Mair - now presenting BBC Radio 4's PM 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "TayAM listening figures". MediaUK. 2006. Retrieved 7 July 2006. 


External links[edit] 


e Radio Tay 
e Tay FM 
e Tay 2 


e Bauer Media - Tay 
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For the Australian radio station of the same name, see West FM (Queensland). 


West FM 
Broadcast Ayrshire 
area 
Slogan “The Biggest Hits, The Biggest 
Throwbacks” 


Frequency FM: 96.7, 97.5, 106.7 MHz 
DAB: 11B 


First air date 6 January 1997 


Format Contemporary hits 


Power 2.2 kW, 0.15 kW, 06. kW 


Owner Bauer Radio 

Sister West Sound (Ayrshire) 

stations West Sound (Dumfries and Galloway) 
Website West FM 


West FM is a local FM radio station for Ayrshire in the UK. The station broadcasts on 

96.7, 97.5, 106.7 FM and on DAB Digital Radio, multiplex 11B. The station broadcasts 
from studios in Clydebank - co-located with sister station Clyde 1 - via transmitters in 
Darvel, East Ayrshire (96.7 and DAB), Girvan, South Ayrshire (97.5) and Toward Point, 
Argyll and Bute (106.7). 


The station is owned & operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of the Hits 
Radio network. 


Programming[edit] 


Local programming is currently produced and broadcast from West FM's studios in 
Clydebank from 6am-10am and 4-7pm on weekdays, 2-6pm on Saturdays and 12-4pm 
on Sundays. The station's local presenters are Billy Kirkwood (weekday breakfast), Alan 
Shaw (weekday drivetime), Mike Richardson (Saturday afternoons) and Jonny Campbell 
(Sunday afternoons).#! 


West FM also airs networked programming from Clyde 1 in Clydebank, Forth 
1 in Edinburgh and Hits Radio in Manchester. 


On Monday 10 July 2017, West FM ceased broadcasting from Ayr and moved its studio 
output to Clyde 1's Clydebank studios. The station retains its local breakfast and drive 
programming, albeit presented from Clydebank, with news, sales and charity staff 
based in Ayr.2! 


News and Sport[edit] 


West FM broadcasts local news bulletins hourly from 6am to 7pm on weekdays (except 
2pm), from 9am to 1pm on Saturdays and from 9am to 12pm on Sundays. Headlines 
are broadcast on the half hour during weekday breakfast and drivetime shows, 
alongside sport and traffic bulletins. 


National bulletins from Sky News Radio are carried overnight with bespoke networked 
Scottish bulletins at weekends, produced from Radio Clyde's newsroom in Clydebank. 


Extended sports coverage airs under the Gossip and Goals banner on Saturday 
afternoons. 


See also[edit] 


e West Sound (Ayrshire) 
e West Sound (Dumfries and Galloway) 


References[edit] 


1. ^ West FM - Presenters 
2. ^ West FM to move output from Ayr to Glasgow, RadioToday, 12 June 2017 
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e Official website 
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Jazz FM 


Jaz 


Slogan Listen in Colour 


Frequenc 

y United Kingdom (DAB+ - Sound 
Digital (11A)), Satellite 
London (DAB - London 2 (12A)) 
Malta (DAB+ - Digi B 3 (6C))@ 


International (Internet) 


First air 4 March 1990 (as 102.2 Jazz FM) 


date 7 June 2005 (as jazzfm.com) 


6 October 2008 (as Jazz FM) 
Format Jazz, soul and blues 
Owner Bauer Media Group.” 


Website www.jazzfm.com 


Jazz FM is a radio station broadcasting on digital radio in the United 

Kingdom and Malta which predominantly plays jazz music, jazz standards as well 

as blues and soul music. The station also plays specialist programming in a wide variety 
of jazz disciplines. The station, in this incarnation set up by Richard Wheatly, can trace 
its roots back to 102.2 Jazz FM, which launched in 1990. The current station launched on 
6 October 2008 at 19:00 BST (18:00 UTC).84 


The station started off as a separate website named ejazz as an accompaniment to the 
now defunct 102.2 Jazz FM and 100.4 Jazz FM stations in London and the North West 
respectively. GMG Radio revamped the site in 2004 and in 2005 when the London Jazz 
FM station was replaced with 102.2 Smooth FM, the ejazz website adopted the Jazz FM 
name and moved to jazzfm.com. Jazzfm.com also took up DAB slots in Yorkshire, South 
Wales and the Severn Estuary to relay the Blue Room stream of smooth jazz and funk 
music from the website at a higher bitrate, which were left vacant by the defunct 
Smooth Digital radio station." 


GMG also launched jazzfm.com on free-to-air digital satellite via the Sky platform, but 
closed it down in 2006 to save money to re-invest into the website. The station also 
took spare slots when GMG Radio bought the Saga radio stations across the UK, but also 
sold jazzfm.com DAB slots to a number of buyers, including Leeds United 

F.C. and United Christian Broadcasters. In 2008, GMG made plans to relaunch Jazz FM in 
a move to encourage Ofcom to remove jazz commitments from the licences of 102.2 
Smooth Radio and 100.4 Smooth Radio. The format change was denied but GMG 
promised to continue its plans to relaunch jazzfm.com as Jazz FM, including a three-year 
licensing deal with The Local Radio Company. In January 2009, The Local Radio 
Company placed the station up for sale. Richard Wheatly, former executive chairman of 
The Local Radio Company headed a consortium for a management buyout of the station 
and subsequently purchased the station for £1 in April 2009. He was also the CEO of the 
former Jazz FM between 1995 and 2002. In August 2018, the radio station was acquired 
by the Bauer Media Group. 


History[edit] 
102.2 Jazz FM[edit] 


London station 102.2 Jazz FM was launched on 4 March 1990 with a concert performed 
by Ella Fitzgerald at the Royal Albert Hall. Jazz FM played mainly soul and jazz music 
and was broadcast to the London area. A sister station in Manchester called 100.4 
Jazz FM was launched on 1 September 1994 .2 The Jazz FM stations were purchased by 


the Guardian Media Group in 2002," and became part of the company's radio division, 
GMG Radio Holdings Ltd.2% 


In 2003, GMG radio conducted market research into the type of music that listeners in 
the north-west of England wanted to hear on the radio. The study concluded that many 
people were dissuaded by the name /Jazz,“4 and as a result, 100.4 Jazz FM closed on 13 
February 2004 and relaunched as Smooth FM on 1 March.22 In 2005, GMG rebranded 
the London station 102.2 Smooth FM. The two renamed stations played middle of the 
road music, soul and R&B during the day and as part of their licence requirements, jazz 
music at night. 222411251 


ejazz.fm alongside Jazz FM[edit] 


The ejazz.fm logo. 


The original site ejazz.fm launched by Jazz FM2# on 7 June 200024 as a website focused 
on the wide genre of jazz and included free and subscription based jazz content#2 as 
well as two continuous jazz music streams for uptempo and downtempo jazz. The 
website was originally designed by the DDW agency .24 Club ejazz for a subscription of 
£5 a month allowed listeners to listen to exclusive one-hour specialist shows from Jazz 
FM presenters as well as live and recorded concert material .2%24 


The website was relaunched by the Guardian Media Group to its current look on 12 July 
200422 promising more than 200 specially commissioned programmes exclusive to the 
website,2) with five new programmes being added each month from Jazz FM's 
presenters such as Sarah Ward, the late Campbell Burnap and Peter Young, as well 

as jazz news and features, including the ejazz.fm artist of the month. The subscription 
fee for Club ejazz was dropped but user registration remained. 


The website was heavily promoted##! via the Jazz FM website and through advertising on 
Jazz FM. 


The rebrand to jazzfm.com on DAB[edit] 


jazzfm.com 


lor real jazz heads 


The jazzfm.com logo 


The ejazz.fm website was renamed to jazzfm.com on 7 June 2005, alongside the change 
of 102.2 Jazz FM to 102.2 Smooth FM. It was on this date that the radio station appeared 
on DAB in Yorkshire, South Wales and the Severn Estuary using spare capacity from the 
now defunct Smooth Digital service. The station also broadcast on free-to-air digital 
satellite and via the Sky platform. 


It was announced that on Monday 10 April 2006 that the service would no longer be 
available in Yorkshire on DAB from the Summer of 2006 after a deal was reached 

with Leeds United and the multiplex owner, MXR Yorkshire to launch a new sports and 
music radio station, Yorkshire Radio, which has taken over the space formerly occupied 
by jazzfm.com. The Yorkshire jazzfm.com service closed on 26 June 2006 to make way 


for Yorkshire Radio test transmissions to take place, ready for its launch on 10 July 
2006.2425 


The station was also carried on the Sky platform across the United Kingdom, but on 
Wednesday 3 May 2006, jazzfm.com was removed from the electronic program guide, 
and did continue to be broadcast from the Astra 2B satellite, one of the satellites which 
provides part of the Sky service, for a short while after. GMG Radio said that the money 
saved by pulling the plug on the Sky and DAB services will be re-invested into the 
website. The jazzfm.com Blue Room stream would still be available on the website. 


In March 2007, GMG Radio purchased and rebranded all the Saga stations. In the West 
Midlands, Saga 105.7 FM and Smooth Radio both broadcast on the MXR West 

Midlands DAB ensemble.22! Smooth FM and Saga 105.7 FM merged to become Smooth 
Radio and the spare slot formerly used by Smooth FM was replaced with jazzfm.com. 
The service also replaced Saga 105.2 FM on Monday 26 March on the Score Glasgow 
multiplex as Smooth Radio is already broadcast on the Switch Central Scotland 
ensemble. 


Panjab Radio has replaced jazzfm.com with Panjab Radio and Asian FX in the West 
Midlands on 1 November 2007 after a deal between the station and multiplex owner 
MXR was reached.2" 


GMG Radio was also looking to sell its other DAB slot currently held in South Wales and 
the Severn Estuary since the closure of jazzfm.com in Yorkshire.22 The South Wales and 
the Severn Estuary service was earmarked to close in late 2006, but continued to 
broadcast after this date. However, in an Ofcom radio broadcast update for August 
2007, it was confirmed that the South Wales and the Severn Estuary service would close 
at an unspecified date to allow the launch of two stations from United Christian 
Broadcasters (UCB) in a separate deal with MXR.& The station left the multiplex on 28 
September 2007 to be replaced by UCB UK and UCB Inspirational. 


The only area to continue broadcasting jazzfm.com on DAB, Glasgow and West Central 
Scotland, made the switch to Jazz FM on 6 October 2008.24 


jazzfm.com Playlisttedit] 


The jazzfm.com DAB service and website relayed one stream of a mixture of smooth 
jazz and funk music in the daytime and traditional and mainstream jazz music in the 
evening without Djs at 64kbit/s Windows Media Audio 9 format in stereo for free and at 
a higher bitrate through a subscription to RealMusic. Until 16 June 2008 the free bitrate 
streamed at 32kbit/s. The jazzfm.com radio station on DAB was relayed at 128 

kbit/s joint stereo MPEG-1 Audio Layer Il encoding. At the top of each hour, a news 
bulletin produced and provided by Sky News Radio is broadcast.&2 


The website however, used to have two dedicated stations, the Red Room and 

the Blue Room.2“! The Blue Room played more smooth jazz and funk. The Blue Room 
feed was the one that was played on the Sky and DAB feeds as smooth jazz is more 
commercially viable and popular with listeners. From March 2006 the Blue Room used 
to carry advertising immediately after the news bulletin, though this was dropped later 
in its life. The Red Room played all styles of modern jazz from the 1950s up to the 
present day. The Red Room's jazz output was continuous and uninterrupted, without 
advertising or news bulletins. Neither station has DJs on its output. 


Availability[edit] 


jazzfm.com used to broadcast on the Internet as well as digital radio in the United 
Kingdom on DAB in West Central Scotland. It used to broadcast smooth jazz and funk 


music on DAB in Yorkshire, South Wales, the Severn Estuary, the West Midlands and on 
Sky. The DAB service carried jazzfm.com at a higher bitrate free-to-air than the website 
stream did. 


Relaunch of jazzfm.com for the return of Jazz FM[edit] 


aFM 


The first iteration of the Jazz FM logo used from the launch, which brought back the Jazz FM 
chameleon and "Listen in Colour" branding formerly used by Jazz FM back in the early 2000s 
(decade) on their London and North West FM stations 


On 28 February 2008 GMG Radio's chief executive John Myers made an announcement 
that Jazz FM would be brought back#28 as a relaunch of the current jazzfm.com service 
with presenters on DAB.22 Myers also said that he believed it would make more sense 
for there to be a dedicated radio station for jazz listeners than the current 45 hours of 
jazz to be played on Smooth FM, as required by the licence granted to them by Ofcom. 
881 The closure of theJazz on Digital One was also part of the reason for the return of Jazz 
FMB% 


The original plan for the relaunch of Jazz FM by GMG Radio as set out in their format 
change requests for 102.2 Smooth Radio and 100.4 Smooth Radio in March 2008 would 
be to play smooth jazz during the day and jazz at night, including the return of the 
former Jazz FM Dinner Jazz programme.“ 


In June 2008, The Local Radio Company, run under the former chief executive of 102.2 
Jazz FM, Richard Wheatly, signed a three-year deal with GMG Radio to relaunch Jazz FM 
on DAB.“ According to The Times, no money exchanged hands in the deal.“ However, 
The Telegraph reported that the deal was done for a single pound.“2 The annual report 
from TLRC published in March 2009 shows that the station costs them £30,000 a month 
to provide the Jazz FM service on behalf of GMG.“ There are also plans to relaunch 

the Jazz FM Records label“ with CD and download sales.“ The first CD released by Jazz 
FM was The Sound of Jazz FM 2008 on 20 October 2008.42 WARL have been appointed 
to advertise the relaunched station prior to its launch, including the return of the Jazz 
FM chameleon and Listen In Co/our branding used previously on 102.2 Jazz FM.“4 The 
station raised awareness of the relaunch through email and social networking 
websites“#! as well as a nationwide campaign through posters, national newspapers and 
magazines featuring the Jazz FM chameleon in 3D and listen in colour branding.“ 


Launchfedit] 


The station launched on 6 October 2008 at 19:00 BST (18:00 UTC) with an introductory 
speech from Richard Wheatly, followed by the Dinner Jazz programme with Sarah Ward. 
However, there were some problems with the playout system a few minutes into the 
programme which interrupted the music, but were soon fixed.”“# The first song played 
was Art Pepper's "All the Things You Are”. 


Management changes and sale of Jazz FM[edit] 


Merechy of jars FM history 
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Hierarchy of Jazz FM from 1990 to present 


On 31 October 2008 Richard Wheatly stepped down as executive chairman of The Local 
Radio Company to become executive chairman of Jazz FM with immediate effect. 121 


On 7 January 2009 The Local Radio Company placed Jazz FM up for sale following a 
strategic review of the company. Under the agreement to run the station with GMG, 
TLRC must give six months notice if they wish to stop running the station.“ Richard 
Wheatly resigned from his role with The Local Radio Company on the same day. 

54 Wheatly formed a consortium to proceed with a management buyout to purchase 
Jazz FM.555% A deal with Wheatly was done for £1 on 9 April 2009, where it was also 
revealed that the station had made a loss of £733,000 in the first six months of 
operation, as well as investments from a couple of financial companies and a number 
of individuals. sasa 


The Jazz FM Investments Ltd Era[edit] 


RAJAR listening figures for Jazz FM were first published for the first quarter of 2009, 
which showed that the station had attracted 408,000 listeners. In April 2009, Jazz FM 
became a tenant of World Radio Network Broadcast, allowing the live broadcasting of 
programming from their two studios in Vauxhall, London. Jazz FM also leased office 
space within the same complex. 


In April 2009, Richard Wheatly bought the name and branding rights for Jazz FM from 
GMG Radio. 


In May 2009, Jazz FM started a £500,000 poster marketing campaign using the Listen in 
Colour strapline and promoting the station as an antidote to the current worldwide 
financial recession. The station also announced the return of radio presenter Helen 
Mayhew, who was a former 102.2 Jazz FM presenter and has joined Sarah Ward on the 
Dinner Jazz programme, which expanded to six a nights a week from its original run of 
five on 3 July 2009.41 


Jazz FM also gained an exclusive from American musician Prince in July 2009 to play his 
new track /n a Large Room with No Light prior to his performance at the Montreux Jazz 
Festival. 


It was announced on 11 May 2010 that Jazz FM would close down on DAB in South 
Wales and the Severn Estuary, to be replaced with 102.2 Smooth Radio. 


On Monday 13 September 2010, Jazz FM rebroadcast the original launch concert 

with Ella Fitzgerald and the Count Basie Orchestra which launched the first incarnation 
of Jazz FM, in London back on 4 March 1990. While on 19 September 2010 it was 
revealed that Jazz FM Investments Ltd is to be floated onto the London Stock Exchange. 
168] 


On Monday 21 March 2011, Jazz FM expanded its coverage across Great Britain by 
launching its service on the Digital One DAB ensemble! while the replicated services 
across the local and regional ensembles closed at the end of August 2011.7% 


Pornographic soundtrack incident[edit] 


On 18 February 2012 during the Funky Sensation programme, a gay_ 

pornographic soundtrack was played on top of the programme during both music and 
advertisements for about five minutes. x2 Jazz FM management blamed the hack on 
"unauthorised activity and inappropriate behaviour in the studio"! by a broadcast 
assistant who was watching the pornographic film while the pre-recorded show was 
broadcast and while the microphone was active in error. Mike Vitti, programme 
controller for Jazz FM and presenter of Funky Sensation said he would apologise for the 
incident on the next programme as well as imminently on the website. Vitti also 
stated that disciplinary action would also follow. 


After receiving three complaints, Ofcom stated in a broadcast bulletin published on 5 
March 2012 that it would investigate whether broadcasting regulations were broken as 
a result of the incident. wss Jazz FM was found by Ofcom in April 2012 to have 
breached rules on general accepted standards. 


Love Supreme Festival[edit] 


In 2013 Jazz FM and their business partners launched the Love Supreme festival, an 
event featuring a weekend of outdoor jazz and other music played by the station, and 
the first festival of its type in the UK for more than two decades.'"31 The festival had its 
inaugural weekend at Glynde Place, East Sussex in July 2013, and included 
performances by Nile Rodgers, Chic, Bryan Ferry, Charles Bradley and others.£@ John 
Fordham of The Guardian gave the festival a positive reception. "By reviving the 1950s 
tradition of the outdoor Beaulieu jazz festival, promoters Jazz FM and their partners may 
find they have invented the British jazz world's Glastonbury." 


Bauer Media Group acquisition[edit] 


On 16 August 2018 Jazz FM was acquired by the Bauer Media Group for an undisclosed 
sum, Pusu 


Availability[edit] 


Jazz FM is broadcast in stereo on the Sound Digital ensemble using DAB+ technology as 
well as on the London 2 ensemble in mono using the original DAB technology in London. 
It also broadcasts in stereo using DAB+ on the Digi B 3 ensemble across the country of 
Malta.“ Jazz FM is also available via free-to-air digital satellite on the Sky satellite 
platform from Jazz FM's initial launch date in 2008 and the Freesat satellite platform 
from 21 October 2008.£2 Jazz FM can also be heard via the Internet with their exclusive 
free iPhone application, and Google Android application.2# 


Digital One[edit] 


The station was as of 21 March 2011 broadcast across Great Britain on the Digital One 
DAB ensemble, extending to Northern Ireland on 26 July 2013.! Until the end of August 
2011, Jazz FM was also broadcast on DAB ensembles in London, the North West of 
England and the West Midlands“ where it replaced Real Radio?! and was replaced 
by Real Radio XS. The station was also broadcast on a West Central Scotland DAB 
ensemble! as well as until 21 March 2011 in South Wales and the Severn Estuary 
where it replaced 102.2 Smooth Radio and was ultimately replaced again by the same 
station. Jazz FM used DAB capacity from GMG Radio to formerly broadcast on the local 
and regional DAB ensembles. 


As of 1 January 2014 Jazz FM's DAB coverage was reduced to London only.22 
Sound Digital[edit] 


In plans released in January 2015, it was revealed that Jazz FM signed an agreement 
with Sound Digital to provide Jazz FM on the proposed second national digital radio 
ensemble in the UK should they be the successful applicant.“2 Sound Digital won the 
licence and began test transmissions on 15 February 2016 ahead of a full service 
commencing 29 February 2016 that is expected to reach 75% of the UK population. # In 
a change to the original application Jazz FM commenced broadcasts 

using DAB+ technology in Stereo, and is one of three national stations to use DAB+ on 
the Sound Digital ensemble. 


Trial Norwich[edit] 


Jazz FM additionally commenced broadcasts on the Trial Norwich Local DAB ensemble in 
September 2015 originally using DAB but switching to DAB+ on June 16, 20182. 
Norwich was not initially covered by the national Sound Digital ensemble but now is 
after the ensemble was extended to Norfolk in late 2018. Subsequently, Jazz FM no 
longer broadcasts on the ensemble. 


Notable presenters and shows[edit] 


The current line-up on Jazz FM - as of July 2018:24 


e Ruth Fisher (Full Circle (Sundays) and Performance Series (Mondays)) 
e jeff Young (The Journey (Sundays) 

e China Moses (Jazz FM Loves (Evenings) 

e Robert Peers (Jazz FM Smooth Hits (Weekend Evenings) 

e Marcus Miller (TransAtlantic Jazz (Wednesdays) 

e Helen Mayhew (Late Night Jazz (Fridays) and True Brit (Thursdays) 
e jez Nelson (Somethin' Else (Sundays)) 

e Tim Garcia (Musica Macondo (Saturdays) 

e John Osborne (Saturday Soul) 

e lan Shaw (The Ronnie Scott's Radio Show (Fridays)) 

e Elliot Moss (Jazz Shapers (Saturdays) 

e Nigel Williams (Breakfast and The Saturday Morning Show) 

e Michael Wilson (The Business Breakfast) 

e Jamie Crick (Afternoon Show) 
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Kerrang! Radio 


City London 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Slogan "Everything that rocks" 
Frequency Freeview: 717 
First air date 2002 (digital) 


10 June 2004 (FM) 


Last air date 14 June 2013 (FM) 
23 May 2018 (national DAB) 


Format Rock music 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Absolute Radio 


Greatest Hits Radio 


Heat Radio 
Hits Radio 
Jazz FM 
Kiss 

Magic 
Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Website planetradio.co.uk/kerrang/ 


Kerrang! Radio (previously Kerrang! 105.2) is a specialist digital rock music radio 
station currently broadcasting to the United Kingdom on Freeview and various online 
platforms. It is owned and operated by Bauer Radio and forms part of 

Bauer's National portfolio of radio brands.“ The station was previously available on DAB 
radio, though latterly in London only, and was available on FM in the West Midlands 
from 2004 to 2013. 


History[edit] 
Initial launch: 2002/2003 [edit] 


In July 2002, ahead of the Radio Authority's advertisement for a new 

regional FM franchise for the West Midlands, Kerrang! magazine launched an FM radio 
station in Birmingham on a short-term Restricted Service Licence at a frequency of 87.7 
FM. The station was broadcast from the grounds of Birmingham City Football Club and 
was initially on air for one month only.22! 


Kerrang! Radio as a permanent service first launched in late 2002 as a largely 
automated rock music service delivered over the Freeview platform, as one of a suite of 
stations its parent company (then Emap) added to the then-new Freeview TV system, 
the others including fellow digital jukebox stations Smash Hits Radio, Q Radio and Heat 
Radio, and relays of London stations Kiss 100 and Magic 105.4 FM.“ This new Kerrang! 
Radio was also streamed online, and served as a sibling to Kerrang! TV which launched 
around the same time: these stations being connected with the Kerrang! print magazine 
in name, ownership and style. 


This digital 'jukebox' version of Kerrang! was subsequently rolled out to DAB digital 
radio, beginning with transmission in London from 1 November 2003.5 The DAB service 
was extended to other areas from 2004, joining Emap-owned multiplexes in northern 
England (largely replacing The Hits Radio) and also made available on the regional 
multiplexes for the West Midlands and central Scotland.“ 


FM radio station: 2004-2013 [edit] 


Kerrang! Radio first went on air in June 2004, following Kerrang!'s successful bid for the 
West Midlands regional FM franchise the previous October. The station was based at 
new dedicated studios located in Lionel Street, Birmingham, officially opened by Black 
Sabbath's guitarist Tony lommi.®! Broadcasting on the new 105.2 FM Midlands 
frequency, Kerrang! Radio replaced the prior digital Kerrang! Radio on DAB, TV 
platforms and online. The new station's format mixed modern and classic rock with 
speech content targeted at a young adult rock audience. In the FM era the station rana 
somewhat more mainstream, adult-rock tone of daytime output than the magazine, 
featuring more indie and alternative rock than the magazine, which traditionally focused 
on heavier rock genres. The night shows were conversely very much fuelled by the 
traditional Kerrang! Magazine sound, with a wider and less mainstream style, playing a 
mix of punk and metal bands. 


In October 2007, as part of a major overhaul of Kerrang! Radio's program schedule and 
line-up of hosts, former Big Brother UK contestant Kate Lawler was taken on as co- 
presenter of the "Morning After" breakfast show, alongside Tim Shaw. Another new 
appointment at this time was Nick Margerrison, who became one of the regular 
presenters of the "Night Before" late night show. 


By 2009, the station had changed the style of music it played in order to appeal to a 
wider audience, and radio industry listening figures published in March of that year 
revealed that the station was broadcasting to 374,000 people across the West Midlands. 
Kerrang! Radio won a Gold Award in the Station of the Year category at the 2009 

Sony Radio Academy Awards. 


Return to digital-only platforms[edit] 


On 23 May 2013, Bauer Media announced that the output of older-skewing DAB rock 
station Planet Rock (which they had acquired three months earlier) would become 
available on FM in the West Midlands, taking over Kerrang! Radio's 105.2 FM broadcast 
frequency. Kerrang! Radio transmitted its final FM broadcast just three weeks later, on 
14 June, and the station's studios in Birmingham city centre were permanently closed. 
81 A reduced Kerrang! service would continue, with some of the same DJs, as a young- 
focused rock service through the local DAB platform, digital TV and online, but all 
programming on both stations would come from Bauer's London premises.“ The digital 
footprint of Kerrang! was largely unchanged, though this was not universal and omitted 
some areas of the UK.” In August 2013, the closure of the regional MXR digital radio 
multiplex for the West Midlands saw Kerrang! among several stations rolled down to the 
Birmingham-area local multiplex, meaning that the station disappeared from DAB in 
some parts of the region.22 


On 12 December 2014, carriage of Kerrang! Radio on DAB outside London ceased, with 
the station turning over almost all its transmission areas to Absolute Radio 90s; this was 
in preparation for the removal of Absolute 90s from Digital One in favour of Magic 105.4 
FM in January 2015.22 Kerrang! remained available in London by moving to the slot 
previously home to Absolute Radio 00s. Kerrang! continues to broadcast nationally via 
Freeview and online platforms as before. The reduction in Kerrang!'s DAB footprint saw 
the station become unavailable to radio listeners in Birmingham, in the former FM 
licence area. 


Following the departure of breakfast presenter Kate Lawler to Virgin Radio UK in early 
2016, a schedule reshuffle promoted Jake Thomson to breakfast, with his prior daytime 
show taken over by former In:Demand host Alex James.“ 


In July 2017, Sophie Kostrowski joined the station to host the weekday breakfast show, 
as the replacement for Jake Thomson who moved to the weekend breakfast show on 
classic-dance music station Kisstory. letton needed 


In December 2017, the UK's biggest club night Propaganda began broadcasting their 
own radio show on Kerrang! every Saturday night from 7pm to 10pm, presented by 
resident DJ Gabby Sanderson.22 


On 23 May 2018, the London DAB transmission of Kerrang! Radio ceased with the 
station removed, along with Absolute Radio 70s, to make way for Bauer's 

new contemporary hit radio station Hits Radio. Kerrang! continues to broadcast 
nationally over Freeview and online and on the Dundee DAB area.24 
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For other radio stations, see Kiss FM (disambiguation). 


Kiss is a UK radio station which broadcasts nationally on DAB Digital Radio, as well as 
on FM in London, Bristol and the Severn Estuary, and East Anglia. Kiss 

plays contemporary hits with an urban and dance music lean during the day, with more 
specialist shows in the evening. The station started out as Kiss FM - a 1980s pirate 
radio station that was to become the UKs first legal radio station specialising 

in black and dance music. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Kiss 


Pirate roots[edit] 


Kiss FM first broadcast 7 October 1985 as a pirate radio station, initially to South London 
then across the whole city, on 94FM. Kiss FM was founded by Gordon 'Mac' McNamee, 
George Power (of London Greek Radio), and Tosca Jackson.® Transmitting seven-days 
from the start, it would be regularly taken off-air by the authorities and so became a 
weekend operation shortly afterwards. 


The station developed a cult and committed following across Greater London, with 
figures in the press at the time stating that the station commanded some 500,000 
listeners while operating as an unlicensed pirate station, and an Evening 

Standard readers poll in 1987 put Kiss second behind Capital Radio. Gordon Mac 
approached a successful London club promoter, Guy Wingate, to discuss ways of 
improving the Kiss FM profile. As a result, Wingate launched the very successful Kiss 
nights at the Wag Club (which included the first ever UK acid house party - an idea put 
forward by Colin Faver and Danny Rampling), both Djs on the station. These nights 
increased the station's credibility with its target audience and Wingate joined the Kiss 
team, followed shortly thereafter by Lindsay Wesker. Kiss would also run its own night 
at Dingwalls. 


Mac and 10 of the DJs on the station including Norman Jay, Jonathan More, Colin Faver, 
and Trevor Nelson would become 'shareholders' in a company called Goodfoot 
Promotions, with Mac heading up the station as its majority holder. By 1988, Kiss was 
at its strongest with a DJ line-up which had become the cream of London's clubland, and 
in that December, Mac and the other shareholders would announce that they would 
decide to close down in order to apply for a legal license. This was in response to 

the UK Government and Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) announcement that 
20 new incremental radio licenses would be advertised including one for London. 

81 Stations were told that they would have to voluntarily closedown when applying, and 
so on New Year's Eve 1988, the final broadcast went out with an outside broadcast at 
Dingwalls.4 


Kiss would submit a strong application with widespread support from listeners, clubs, 
record labels and music magazines, however on 12 July 1989, the IBA would instead 
award the license to Jazz FM." 


Legal license[edit] 


Despite the temptation to return to the air again illegally, Kiss held off as the IBA floated 
that further licenses would be made available - which they did so in September 1989. 

81 Kiss re-prepared their application but this time would gain the backing and majority 
investment of media group EMAP. On 17 December 1989, the IBA announced that Kiss 
had been awarded a license on their second attempt.“ 


Kiss would establish its new studios and office on Holloway Road, and on 1 September 
1990, Kiss commenced its legal broadcasting as Kiss 100. Gordon Mac led a countdown 
in the studio to the official launch, followed by Norman Jay hosting the very first full 
show.24 


Kiss 102 and Kiss 105[edit] 


The Faze FM group licensed the name and logo from Kiss 100 to launch Kiss- 

102 in Manchester in October 1994. In February 1997, it expanded 

into Yorkshire launching Kiss 105. The group was later sold to Chrysalis Radio, and by 
September 1997 both stations became part of the Galaxy Radio network. 


EMAP rebranding and criticism[edit] 


EMAP took full control of Kiss 100 as early as 1992, but with Mac having left the station 
in March 1998, EMAP would embark on a rebranding of the station and to align it with 
the rest of its radio operations. 


In December 1998, one of stations most popular DJs, Steve Jackson, was sacked 
resulting in a high-profile court case,“ whilst the changes led to criticism from both 
former presenters and listeners alike, concerned that Kiss 100 was losing its musical 
direction. DJs Coldcut, Bob Jones, and Manasseh quit the station in January 1999 in 
protest at the changes being implemented. Other DJs at this time were being lured 
away by the increasingly dance-oriented BBC Radio 1. 


Mark Story (previously of Magic 105.4) was appointed as the new Director of Music 
Programming, along with moving the Kiss studios and office to EMAPs main premises 
in Golden Square, Central London, and creating a new logo. 


In July 1999, The Independent reported: "In preparation for the new ad campaign, the 
biggest in the station's history, EMAP has spent 12 months changing the output of the 
station. Over 10 DJs have parted company with the station, including Steve Jackson, 
who won the Sony breakfast show award this year. In the words of Mr Cox [EMAP 
marketing director], the music on the station has been "smoothed out"." 


Ofcom record fine[edit] 


In June 2006, Kiss 100 was fined a record fee for any UK commercial radio station of 
£175,000 by media regulator Ofcom. Ofcom punished Kiss 100 for "numerous and 
serious breaches" of broadcasting codes after receiving 10 complaints from April to 
November 2005. They involved prank calls on the Bam Bam breakfast show where 
consent was not sought from the "victims" and controversial material aired when 
children were likely to be listening. Kiss 100 said it accepted the findings and apologised 
for any offence 


Second rebranding and Kiss network[edit] 


EMAP introduced a second major revamp of the Kiss brand on 6 September 2006.44 This 
included a new logo designed by oddlondon, a renewed focus on dance music, more 


specialist shows and a new website for all 3 Kiss stations replacing the previous 
website. 


The relaunch was implemented simultaneously with the rebranding of Kiss 100's sister 
dance stations, Vibe 101 and Vibe 105-108 as Kiss 101 and Kiss 105-108 respectively. 
The only differences between the three stations are the advertisements, traffic bulletins 
and live extended coverage (if needed) for some major events going around the region. 


The changes at Kiss 100 were introduced to address falling listener figures and to keep 
the station competitive in the highly contested London market. 


DAB changes and Rodigan departure[edit] 


In December 2010, Ofcom approved the request from Bauer Radio to drop local 
programming content from the three Kiss stations, creating a national service on the 
condition that Kiss would be available on 35 DAB multiplexes around the UK on the day 
local information is dropped, rising to 38 within 3 months of the changes.” 


On 27 December 2012, Kiss 100 appeared nationally on Digital One's national DAB 
multiplex.!3! 


In November 2012, David Rodigan who had been with Kiss since its legal launch 
resigned citing the "marginalisation of reggae music" on the station.24 


Norway and Finland[edit] 
On 26 February 2016, Kiss was launched in Norway rebranded from The Voice Hiphop & 


RnB Norway and Finland.2# 


Logo history[edit] 


Kiss 94 FM logo from 1985-1989. 


Kiss 100's logo from 1990 to 1998. 


Kiss 100's logo from 1999 to 2006. 


KISS 


Kiss 100's logo from 2006 to present. 


DJs and presenters[edit] 
Pirate and early legal era[edit] 


From 1985, Djs and presenters have included: Norman Jay, Coldcut (Matt Black & 
Jonathan More), Paul Trouble Anderson, Colin Dale, Colin Faver, Judge Jules, Tim 
Westwood, Lindsay Wesker, Max LX & Dave VJ, Jazzie B, Steve Jackson, Trevor 
Nelson, Lisa l'Anson, Danny Rampling and Richie Rich.” At its legal launch and early 
1990s, this would also include Graham Gold, Dave Pearce, David Rodigan, Patrick 
Forge and Gilles Peterson.24 


Mid to late 1990s[edit] 


In the mid-late 1990s, DJs and presenters have included: Tall Pall, Matt Jam 
Lamont, Dreem Teem, Fabio & Grooverider, Brandon Block, Jumpin Jack Frost, Kenny 
Ken, DJ Hype, Ray Keith, R-Solution (4hero & Kirk Degiorgio), Tony De Vit, and Slipmatt. 


2000s[edit] 


Since 2000, DJs and seats have included: Bam Bam, Andy C, John Digweed, Ali_ 
B, Robin Banks, Adam F, DJ EZ, Steve Smart, Carl Cox, ian ae DJ Hatcha, Armin 
van Buuren, Rickie Haywood Williams, Melvin Odoom, Hed Kandi, Philip George, and DJ 


See also[edit] 


e KISS 101 South Wales and West 
e KISS 105-108 East of England 

e Kiss Does... Rave 

e KISS Network 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Kiss, a British commercial radio station operated 
by Bauer Radio. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1985 
o October - The first broadcasts of Kiss as a pirate station take place, initially 
broadcasting at the weekend across south London but is soon broadcasting 
across the capital on 94 FM. 


e 1986 
o Kiss expands its broadcasting hours when it adds a Friday schedule. 
o Founder Gordon Mac sells shares to ten of the station's DJs, including Tim 


Westwood, Jonathan More, Norman Jay, Trevor Nelson. 


e 1987 


o No events. 


1988 

o November - The Department for Trade and Industry announces that a series of 
new stations in areas which already have an Independent Local Radio station will 
be licensed. Pirate stations are allowed to apply as long as they cease 
broadcasting and Kiss mounts a campaign to win one of the licenses. 

o 31 December - Kiss holds its ‘coming off air’ night at Dingwalls, Camden. 


1989 
o 12 July - Kiss is unsuccessful in its initial bid for a London-wide licence, losing out 


to Jazz FM. 
o December - A second batch of London-wide incremental licenses are awarded 
and this time Kiss is successful. 


1990s[edit] 


1990 

o 1 September - Kiss 100 starts broadcasting as a legal, licensed station. Gordon 
Mac leads a countdown in the studio, and the first official record played is 
‘Pirates Anthem’ by Shabba Ranks and Cocoa Tea. Norman Jay hosts the first full 
show. 

o 9 September - Kiss holds its launch party at Highbury Fields. 


1991 
o No events. 


1992 
o Emap takes full control of Kiss 100. 


1993 
o October - Norman Jay moves on. 


1994 

o 16 October - Kiss 102 launches in Manchester. Kiss licenses the brand name to 
licensee Faze FM but the station is fully independent of the London station. 

o November - Danny Rampling takes his Lovegroove Dance Party to BBC Radio 1. 


1995 
o Another original presenter Dave Pearce leaves for BBC Radio 1. 


1996 
o Trevor Nelson, who had been involved with the station since its time as a pirate, 
is the latest presenter to join BBC Radio 1. 


1997 

o 14 February - Faze FM launches Kiss 105 across Yorkshire. The station shares 
some of its programming with Kiss 102. 

o April - Judge Jules becomes the latest DJ to move to BBC Radio 1. 


o 29 September - Faze FM, the owner of Kiss 102 and Kiss 105, is bought 
by Chrysalis Radio and the stations are rebranded Galaxy 102 and Galaxy 
105 respectively. 

o December - Gordon Mac stands down as Managing Director. 


e 1998 

o 28 March - Kiss' founder Gordon Mac presents his final show for the station. 
30 June - Kiss TV launches. 
Gilles Peterson leaves to join BBC Radio 1. 
18 December - Original presenter Steve Jackson is sacked, resulting in a legal 
case the following August on grounds of racial discrimination. 


O O O 


e 1999 
o January - Controversial changes are made to the station following Emap's 
decision to align the station with the rest of its operations. The on-air changes 
lead to criticisms from presenters and listeners who feel that the station is losing 
its musical direction.2 The changes see Bam Bam take over as presenter of the 
breakfast show. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o September - John Digweed makes his debut on Kiss 100. 


e 2001 
o Steve Smart joins. 


e 2002 
o No events. 


e 2003 
o Graham Gold leaves, having presented a Friday night show for the past decade. 


e 2004 
o No events. 


e 2005 
o Logan Sama joins to present a weekly grime show. 


o 21 June - Following Emap's purchase of Scottish Radio Holdings, it acquires 
dance stations Vibe 101 and Vibe 105-108. 


e 2006 

o April - Bam Bam is fired shortly before the station is handed a then record fine of 
£175,000 for a series of breaches which include prank calls being broadcast on 
his show without the consent of the ‘victims. ' 

o Robin Banks replaces Bam Bam as host of the breakfast show. 

o 6 September- 
= Due to falling listener figures, Kiss is relaunched with a renewed focus on 

dance music." 


= Vibe 101 and Vibe 105-108 are rebranded Kiss 101 and Kiss 105-108. Emap 
had become owners of the Vibe stations the previous year due to its 
purchase of Scottish Radio Holdings. 

o 22 October - The Kiss network becomes one of the broadcasters who air a new 
chart show called the Fresh 40 chart show. It counts down the top 40 r'n'b and 
dance songs and is broadcast against commercial radio's Hit40uk chart and 
the BBC Radio 1 Sunday afternoon chart show. 


e 2007 


o May - Rickie Haywood Williams and Melvin Qdoom replace Robin Banks as host 
of the breakfast show. 


e 2008 
o 29 January - Bauer completes the purchase of EMAP's radio, television and 
consumer media businesses, purchasing the assets for £1.14bn.& 


e 2009 

o 1 March - The final edition of the Fresh 40 chart is broadcast. 
2010s[edit] 
e 2010 


o December - Ofcom approves a request from owners Bauer Radio to drop local 
programming from the three Kiss stations, creating a national service on the 
condition that Kiss becomes available on 35 DAB multiplexes on the day local 
information is dropped, rising to 38 within 3 months of the changes." 


e 2011 


o January - John Digweed's show, called Transitions since the mid 2000s, is 
broadcast on Kiss for the final time. 


e 2012 
o November - David Rodigan leaves, having been with the station since it 
launched in 1990. He resigns following a decision to move his reggae show to a 
later slot.4 
o 27 December - Kiss 100 launches on the Digital One national DAB multiplex. 


e 2013 
o 7 May - KissFresh launches. It is available on Freeview and online but not on any 
DAB multiplexes. 
o 12 May - Kisstory launches as a full-time station, again just on Freeview and 
online. 


e 2014 
o Logan Sama leaves for BBC 1Xtra. 
o September - DJ EZ leaves after presenting a UK garage show for the station for 
the past 14 years. 
o 12 December - Kisstory and KissFresh start broadcasting on DAB for the first 
time when the appear on the Greater London | DAB multiplex. 


e 2015 
o January - Kisstory launches on many local multiplexes across the UK. 


e 2016 

o 26 February - Kiss is launched in Norway and Finland." Content is managed by 
local teams. In Finland, Kiss is broadcast on FM and in Norway Kiss and Kisstory 
are broadcast on DAB.24 

o 29 February - Kisstory is one of the launch stations on the semi-national Sound 
Digital multiplex. 

o 1 May - KissFresh takes over some of the local slots vacated by Kisstory when it 
launched on Sound Digital.22 


e 2017 
o 10 July - KissFresh launches nationally on the Digital One multiplex. Its schedule 
and playlist is refreshed to differentiate it from the main Kiss station.“2! However 
the station's carriage on this multiplex lasts for less than months when it is 
replaced on 6 November by Magic Christmas. 


e 2018 
o january - 
= Kiss launches two new online on-demand stations - KISS Jams and KISS 
Grime. 
= Some changes to the late night schedules take place on the main station and 
new specialist shows launch on KissFresh.“ 
o 26 November - Kiss breakfast presenters Rickie Haywood Williams, Melvin 
Odoom and Charlie Hedges will leave the station at the end of the year to 
succeed Charlie Sloth on the evening show on BBC Radio 1.42 


e 2019 

o 2 January - Tom Green and Daisy Maskell take over as co-presenters of the 
breakfast show. 

o 11 February - Kisstory moves from the semi-national SDL multiplex to the more 
widely available Digital One multiplex.24 

o March - KissFresh is removed from the majority of local multiplexes resulting in 
DAB carriage for the station all-but coming to an end. The station does retain its 
carriage on Freeview. 
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Broadcast West of England, South Wales 
area 
Frequency 101 MHz 


Repeater(s) 97.2 MHz (Central Bristol) 


This article relies too much on references to primary 
sources. Please improve this by adding secondary or tertiary 
sources. (February 2008) (Learn how and when to remove this 
template message) 


Kiss 101 


KISS 


101 


DAB Digital Radio - (Digital One 11D) 


First airdate 6 September 2006 


Format Electronica 
R&B 
Hip hop 
Owner Kiss Network, Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Kiss 100, Kiss 105-108 
Webcast http://radioplayer.kissfmuk.com/live/ 


Website www.kissfmuk.com/kiss 


Kiss 101 is a radio station in Bristol, England broadcasting to South Wales and 

the West of England, playing pop, dance, hip hop, urban, R&B and electronic music. It 
now forms part of a national Kiss network, which also includes Kiss 105-108 (East 
Anglia) and Kiss 100 (London) and is owned by Bauer Radio. 


History[edit] 


The station started broadcasting as a pirate radio station called For The People or FTP, 
which secured a legal licence to broadcast to the city of Bristol in 1990 on 97.2 MHz FM. 
However, after only a year on air, it was acquired by the Chiltern Radio Group and was 
renamed Galaxy 97.2. The station manager was Keith Francis, who also presented the 
1000-1400 weekday programme. Galaxy 97.2 The Hot FM quickly gained popularity and 
achieved a 50% reach in the key 15-24 target demographic. It became the UK's best- 
performing dance music station in terms of reach, hours and share. 


On 4 September 1994, the group won the UK's first regional licence and Bristol's Galaxy 
97.2 became Galaxy 101, broadcasting to an area stretching from Swansea in Wales 
through Bristol and south into Somerset on 101.0 MHz FM. Since reception quality of the 
new service was poor in central Bristol, the station was permitted by the Radio Authority 
to retain its 97.2 transmitter, which beforehand was considered an entirely separate 
licence. 


In October 1995, the station became part of Chrysalis plc, who invested £1 million in 
Galaxy 101. 


Galaxy 101 was sold to GWR Group and Scottish Radio Holdings in 2002 and 

rebranded Vibe 101, but this purchase was subsequently vetoed by the Competition 
Commission over concerns regarding control of the Bristol radio advertising market. The 
Commission ordered GWR to sell their stake, which was bought by Scottish Radio 
Holdings later that year. In July 2005, Scottish Radio Holdings was in turn taken over by 
the Emap group, owners of the Kiss brand that Galaxy 102 and Galaxy 105 were 
formerly licensed to use. 


Vibe 101 (latterly broadcasting as Vibe FM) was relaunched as Kiss 101 on 6 September 
2006 as Emap integrated the stations of the former SRH into its own portfolio. Kiss 101 
launched simultaneously with the rebranding of sister station Vibe 105-108 to Kiss 105- 
108, and a relaunch of Kiss 100. All three new Kiss stations started to carry a new Kiss 
blue logo, and the core music genre was changed to focus more on Dance. Both Kiss 
105-108 and Kiss 101 retained many shows presented by the DJs who previously 
presented under the Vibe brand, but also offered shows that were networked across all 
three stations at the same time. 


Emap gained clearance from the UK communications regulator Ofcom to network 
programming between Kiss 101, Kiss 105-108 and Kiss 100. Emap also pledged to 
significantly increase the amount of specialist programming on the former Vibe stations, 
with the minimum weekly amount of specialist output stated on the (former) Vibe 
licences more than doubling from 16 to 36 hours. 


Emap sold its radio and consumer magazine businesses, including the Kiss stations, 
to Bauer Verlagsgruppe on 29 January 2008, as part of the complete breakup and sale 
of the company to various suitors. Consequently, Emap Radio now operates as Bauer 
Radio. Thus Bauer became the fifth company to have owned "101" in six years. 


In December 2010, all the local programming of Kiss 101 (which already restricted to 
weekday breakfast & drive) was dropped to make the main station Kiss 100 a national 
service. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


Presenters broadcasting on Kiss 101 include Will Cozens. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The station broadcasts on 101.0 MHz FM from the Mendip transmitter in Somerset at a 
power of 40 kW, and is the most powerful commercial FM transmitter in the UK. This 
transmitter is, however, highly directional with the maximum permitted effective 
radiated power (ERP) being directed towards the northwest to ensure delivery of a 
strong signal into South East Wales, particularly Cardiff, Newport and Bridgend. This 
also appears to be in order to penetrate the Welsh Valleys which lie immediately to the 
north of Cardiff, and to deliver signal towards settlements at the heads of the valleys 
such as Merthyr Tydfil. 


In all other directions, Ofcom's published technical parameters indicate that the 
radiated power is as little as 400 watts, particularly to the east in order to minimise 
interference to Classic FM's Wrotham, Kent transmitter on the adjacent frequency of 
100.9 MHz FM which serves much of South East England. 


Kiss 101 also uses a filler transmitter for much of Bristol and the immediately 
surrounding area on 97.2 MHz FM at a power of 200 W, mixed polarisation, located on 
the concrete communications tower at Purdown, immediately to the west of the M32 
motorway, towards the north of the city. The same site is also used by The Breeze for 
their only transmitter. The transmitter broadcasts on the frequency originally used by 
the station before it won the regional Severn Estuary licence in 1994 and thus clearance 
to also transmit on 101.0 from Mendip. Prior to this award, the station served Bristol 
only, with a coverage area no larger than that of The Breeze. 


Kiss 101 was formerly also carried on DAB on the MXR Severn Estuary multiplex until its 
closure in 2013. Kiss 100 can still be heard, nationally, on DAB as it is carried on 
the Digital One multiplex. 


See also[edit] _ 

e Kiss Network 

e Kiss 100 London 

e Kiss 105-108 

e Kiss TV 

References[edit] 
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External links[edit] 


e KISS 


e KissKube.com: Kiss 101 Live Stream & Radio Player 
e Friday Night Kiss 
e Pur Down transmitter 
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Not to be confused with the former dance music station in Yorkshire called Kiss 105. 


Kiss 105-108 


KISS 


A 105-108 


Broadcast East of England 


area 
Slogan The Beat of the UK 


Frequency 105.6 MHz FM (Cambridge) 
106.1 MHz FM (Norwich & East Norfolk) 
106.4 MHz FM (Suffolk, Norfolk & parts of 
North Essex) 


107.7 MHz FM (Peterborough) 


First air 6 September 2006 


date 

Format Dance / hip hop / R&B 
Owner Kiss Network, Bauer Radio 
Sister Kiss 100, Kiss 101 
stations 


Website KISS FM UK 


Kiss 105-108 is East Anglia's radio station, playing predominantly dance, hip 

hop, electronic, urban and R'n'B music across Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire and 
North Essex. It has been known as Vibe 105-108, Vibe FM and briefly Non-Stop Vibe 
which ran successfully from 22 November 1997 until relaunch on 6 September 2006 as 
part of the Kiss network, alongside sister stations Vibe 101 in Bristol (which became Kiss 
101 on the same date) and Kiss 100, London. 


All three Kiss stations started to carry the new Kiss logo, and the core music genre 
followed Kiss 100's more urban bias (the Vibe music brand was much more dance 
oriented). Kiss 105-108 and Kiss 101 retained some shows and DJs who had presented 
under the Vibe brand, but also offered shows that were simulcast by one DJ across two 
or all three stations including international high-profile DJs such as Armin Van Buuren 
and John Digweed. 


Kiss 105-108 used to be broadcast from Reflection House, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, 
however now relays Kiss 100 for everything. 


Technical[edit] 
FM[edit] 


Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, North Essex 106.4 FM Mendlesham transmitting 
station Main Transmitter. 


North East Norfolk 106.1 FM Stoke Holy Cross Filler Transmitter. 
Cambridgeshire 105.6 & 107.7 FM Madingley & Gunthorpe Filler Transmitters. 


The station has four transmitters in the East of England, Mendelsham transmitting 
station in Suffolk on 106.4 at 20KW which can be heard across Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Cambridgeshire and North Essex. It also has three filler transmitters provided to serve 
the major cities and surrounding towns. From Stoke Holy Cross near Norwich on 106.1 
at 4KW to North Walsham, Wymondham and Great Yarmouth. From Madingley near 


Cambridge on 105.6 at 1KW to Ely, Newmarket and St Ives and Gunthorpe in 
Peterborough on 107.7 at a lower power of 200W, which can be heard across the whole 
of Greater Peterborough, Market Deeping, Crowland, Spalding, Yaxley and Whittlesey. 


Kiss 105-108 can frequently be heard across South Lincolnshire, South Essex, and even 
the edge of Bedfordshire and Greater London, although it does not serve these areas. 


DAB[edit] 


Kiss 105-108 broadcast on DAB format to Cambridge, Norwich and Peterborough, 
however this was replaced by a national relay of Kiss 100 in 2013. 


Internet[edit] 


The station is streamed in the MP3 format via the "Kiss Kube" 


at http://kube.kissfmuk.com/ 
History[edit] 


The station was founded by the Essex Radio Group, who at the time owned a handful of 
local radio stations, the largest being Essex FM (now Heart Essex). Shortly after the 
group was bought by Daily Mail and in 1998 acquired by DMGT. 


In 2000, the Essex Radio Group concern of DMGT was purchased by the GWR Group, 
(now 'Global') in a joint venture with Scottish Radio Holdings (SRH). At this point in time 
the GWR group also acquired Galaxy 101 in Bristol (Renamed to Vibe 101) from the 
Chrysalis media group (now 'Global'), extending the Vibe brand to South Wales and the 
West. For ownership reasons, the two Vibe stations were 'owned' by Vibe Radio 
Holdings, a company invented by and jointly owned by GWR and SRH. SRH bought both 
Vibe stations outright from GWR in 2003. 


In June 2005 the EMAP group acquired SRH. Emap's radio stations and public magazines 
was then bought by Bauer in January 2008. 


Audience figures[edit] 


(source: RAJAR Q4 2013) 
Kiss 105-108 is commercial market leader reaching 492,000 listeners each week 


The station achieved RAJAR 11 consecutive quarterly year on year increases whilst local 
programmed during key dayparts (under Programme Director Glen White with Stuart 
Grant on the breakfast show and Michael Lewis on Drive time) from 2007-2010. 


See also[edit] 


e Kiss Network 
e Kiss TV 


References[edit] 


External links[edit] 


° 
A 


ISS 


e KissKube.com: Kiss 105-108 Live Stream & Radio Player 


e Media UK 

e Kiss Breakfast with Stuart Grant on Myspace (Official) 
e Gunthorpe transmitter 

e Madingley transmitter 

e Mendlesham transmitter 

e Stoke Holy Cross transmitter. 
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For the book about the rock band Kiss, see Bibliography of KISS. 


Kisstory 


<I KISSTORY 


City United Kingdom 


Broadcast National 


area 
Slogan Non-Stop Old Skool and Anthems 


Frequency DAB digital radio 


Freeview 714 


First air 12 May 2013 
date 


‘Format Electronica, Dance, Hip-Hop, R&B, Trip 


Hop, Acid House, Alternative Dance 
Owner Bauer Radio 


| Sister Kiss 


stations KissFresh 


Kiss TV 


Website planetradio.co.uk/kisstory/ 


Kisstory is a UK radio station, a sister station to Kiss” that plays "old skool and 
anthems".”! Kisstory is also currently a radio programme airing 8 hours per week (llam 
daily & 7pm Sunday).®! Then on 7 May 2013 Kisstory was expanded into a full-time 
station in response to positive feedback from listeners and at the expense of Q Radio. 
21 At the same time KissFresh, a then brand-new station playing "non-stop new beats 
including Hip-Hop, R&B, EDM, House and Garage", was given its own station.” 


DAB availability[edit] 


Initially, Kisstory was available over Freeview and online, but was unavailable via DAB 
radio receivers. In 2014, Bauer announced plans to roll out the Kisstory station over 
DAB digital radio to London and other areas. 


Kisstory began DAB rollout in London on 12 December 2014 with the addition of the 
service (and sister station KissFresh) to the Greater London | multiplex. 


The DAB service of Kisstory was rolled out to more areas of the country at the start of 
2015, replacing Absolute Radio 60s in some areas (including Bauer's owned digital 
multiplexes in northern England) and added in new space on others; this formed part of 
a wider reshuffle of Bauer's digital offering, which also included the withdrawal 

of Kerrang! Radio from areas outside London, and the launch of Magic 105.4 FMasa 
national station over Digital One. Following the expanded rollout, the Kisstory station 
was available in areas including London, Birmingham, Cambridge, Dundee and Perth, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Humberside, Central Lancashire, Leeds, Liverpool, Kent, Northern 
Ireland, Nottingham, South Yorkshire, Stoke-on-Trent, Sussex, Swansea, Teesside and 
Tyne and Wear. 


From 29 February 2016 the Kisstory station was made available in DAB more widely 
across the UK with the launch of the second national commercial DAB multiplex, Sound 
Digital. Some of the local-level DAB slots vacated by Kisstory were taken over by sister 
station KissFresh, principally in those areas where Bauer operated or co-operated the 
local DAB ensemble. 


On 11 February 2019, Kisstory migrated from SDL to the more widely available Digital 
One multiplex, taking up the space vacated by Absolute Radio 90s moving in the other 
direction a week prior. 


Norwayledit] 


In February 2016, Kisstory was launched in Norway “ The station (which does not have 
any presenters/DJs, just non-stop music) is managed by local teams and is broadcast 
with Kiss in DAB+ (48 kbit/s). 
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KISS FRESH 

AK KISSFRESH 
City United Kingdom 
Broadcast National 
area 
Slogan Non-Stop New Beats 
Frequency Freeview: 712 
First airdate 7 May 2013 
Format Pop, Dance, Hip Hop, RnB, Alternative 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Kiss 
Kisstory 
Kiss TV 


Website planetradio.co.uk/kiss-fresh/ 


KISS FRESH is a sister station to Kiss™ that plays exclusive first releases of the biggest 
tracks from the world of Hip-Hop, R&B, EDM, House and Garage. 


Initially provided over Freeview (replacing Smash Hits Radio) and online, the station was 
made available via digital radio in the London area, alongside sister station Kisstory, 
from 12 December 2014. 


The DAB availability of KissFresh extended beyond London from 1 May 2016, with the 
station being made available in some (but not all) of the areas previously served by 
Kisstory on local DAB, this capacity having been released following the migration of 
Kisstory to Sound Digital.” 


From 10 July 2017, KissFresh itself expanded to national DAB availability, joining the 
lineup of services on Digital One alongside the parent Kiss FM UK service; as part of the 
move the KissFresh schedule and playlist was revised to better differentiate KissFresh 
from its sibling... On 6 November 2017 it was removed from Digital One and replaced 
by Magic Christmas, and subsequently Absolute Radio 90s used the slot during 2018: a 
reshuffle of DAB capacity in February 2019 ahead of the launch of Scala Radio put 
Kisstory in this slot on D1. 


Most DAB carriage of KissFresh ended at the end of March 2019 when the local-tier DAB 
slots were largely turned over to the new Country Hits Radio. (In Northern Ireland, 
where Bauer already operated Downtown Country, the KissFresh slot went to Greatest 
Hits Radio). KissFresh continues to broadcast nationally via Freeview and online. 


ReferencesS[edit] 
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Kiss Network 


K kiss 


Type Subsidiary - Bauer Radio 
Industry Broadcasting 

Founded 3 September 1990 
Headquarters United Kingdom, London 
Products Music TV & Radio 
Website kissfmuk.com 


Kiss is a brand of a group of rhythmic CHR radio stations, a TV channel 
and music merchandise in the United Kingdom. 


Stations[edit] 
Radio: 
Broadcast area P S Note(s) 
: Available across the United Kingdom on Digital 
Eondon ae TV, DAB and online 
South_ 
Wales and South West | Kiss 101 
England 
Relays programming from Kiss 100 
Kiss 105- 


East of England 
East of England 108 


National 


Television: 


e Kiss TV 


Kisstory 


KissFresh 


Kiss Jams 


Former Kiss StationS[edit] 


Radio: 
Broadcast | Brandi 
area ng 
Manchester | Kiss 102 
Yorkshire Kiss 105 
National Kiss 
Ibiza 


Digital-only radio station playing classic Kiss 
tunes. Available across the UK on Freeview on 
channel 714 and online 


Digital-only radio station playing non-stop new 
music. Available online and on Freeview channel 
712 


Online only radio station playing the best in new 
dance music. Available on the Kiss KUBE and 
through the website. 


Online only radio station playing the best in 
Garage music. Available on the Kiss KUBE and 
through the website. 


Online only radio station playing the best in hip 
hop and R&B. Available on the Kiss KUBE and 
through the website. 


Note(s) 


Online only radio station playing Ibiza mixes from world- 
famous DJs. Available on the Kiss KUBE and through the 


website. 


See also[edit] 

e Kiss Does... Rave 
External links[edit] 
e Kiss 
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Kiss 102 
Broadcast area Manchester 
Frequency 102 MHz 
First air date 16 October 1994 
Format Dance 
Owner Faze FM 


Kiss 102 was a dance music radio station based in Manchester, England. 


History[edit] 


The frequency was originally issued to Sunset 102 Radio - The Kickin FM but that 
suffered some financial problems. In May 1993, the Radio Authority made a decision to 
prematurely terminate Sunset's licence, apparently accusing the station of providing 
inaccurate information about its financial and management affairs. In August 1993 the 
station reportedly had its transmission facilities withdrawn by NTL for non-payment. 
Following a brief return to the air the liquidator was called in and Sunset's frequency 
finally fell silent. The liquidator was later to re-apply on behalf of Sunset Radio for its re- 
advertised licence. Faze FM won the re-advertised licence for Manchester. Like Sunset, 
Faze FM's remit was to broadcast dance music, licensing the brand name "Kiss" from 
London station Kiss 100FM and the station launched as Kiss 102 on the 16 October 


1994. The licence win was spearheaded by Eugene Perera's Level Broadcast and 
included shareholders UKRD, Eastern Counties Newspaper Group and 3i.4 The format 
was the brainchild of two highly experienced UK radio programmers - Managing 
Director, Guy Hornsby and Programme Director, Mike Gray who first worked together at 
the original BBC Radio London where they produced the station's highest profile 
presenters Tony Blackburn and Robbie Vincent. 


Kiss 102 station won awards for its coverage of social issues and is acknowledged by 
writers like Dave Haslam and commentators such as Tony Wilson as helping to prolong 
and grow dance music in Manchester. The station achieved a 10 per cent reach at its 
height (RAJAR, Q2, 1997), giving heritage station Key103 its first serious commercial 
competitor in the city. 


Unusually for a small UK radio station aimed at the youth market, it had a dedicated 
news service (at one point providing a news-reading service to its sister station in 
London Kiss 100), a nightly entertainment magazine sponsored by The Guardian, and 
was noted by Independent Radio News for its coverage of the 1996 Provisional Irish 
Republican Army bombing of the city and also for its policy of linking sport and music 
for example with the Manchester United Red Cafe and the Manchester Giants shows. It 
was also noteworthy for its policy of social integration, led by the influence of 

the club scene which brought about sponsorship of such events as the Manchester 
Mardi Gras during its years of greatest expansion. In common with other specialist 
music stations it handed over many hours of output to club DJs, artists and music 
producers who had little or no experience of radio presentation leading to ground- 
breaking if at times anarchic entertainment from groups like Fat City 

Records, Autechre and 808 State.2 


DJs/presenters[edit] 


e David Dunne 
e Graeme Park " 


e 808 State 
e Marcus Intalex 
e Nemone 


e Dominic Byrne 


e The Hacienda 
e Mark Ovenden 


e Autechre 
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e Media UK: Kiss 102/Galaxy Manchester listing 
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This article is about the Leeds based radio station. For the dance and R'n'B station in 
the East of England, see Kiss 105-108. 


Kiss 105 
Broadcast area Yorkshire, England 
Frequency 105.1 MHz 


105.6 MHz (Sheffield & Bradford) 
105.8 MHz (East Riding of 


Yorkshire) 
First air date 14 February 1997 
Format Dance 
Language(s) English 
Transmitter W53.79981°N 1.55645°W 
coordinates 
Owner Faze FM 
Sister stations Kiss 102 (Manchester) 


Kiss 105 was a dance music radio station based in Leeds, West Yorkshire. It was part of 
a new breed of regional radio stations as opposed to independent local radio. 


History[edit] 


The station was launched at 01:05pm, 14 February 1997, which was also Valentine's 
Day, after its parent company, Faze FM won the Yorkshire and Humberside Regional 
Radio licence. Faze already operated Kiss 102 in Manchester. EMAP who owned 
London's Kiss 100 gave Faze permission to license the name. 


Later in 1997, both stations were sold to Chrysalis Radio who then rebranded the 
stations as Galaxy 105 as the brand licence required them to relinquish the name. 


Technical[edit] 


A total of four transmitters were used to cover the whole of Yorkshire. The East Riding of 
Yorkshire is served by 105.8, Sheffield by 105.6, Bradford by 105.6 and a general 
Yorkshire transmitter on 105.1 FM. The studios were based at Joseph's Well, Hanover 
Walk, Park Lane in Leeds, West Yorkshire and are still used for Capital Yorkshire. Some 
of the programmes were shared with the Manchester station. 


DJs/presenters[edit] 
e BamBam e Andi Durrant 
e Tony Fisher e Anthony Collins 
e Rob Tissera e James Blessing 
e Jo-Jo (Now at Capital Yorkshire - partof ¢ Sara Fellows (News) 
The Capital Breakfast Show) e Lisa Moskaluk (News) 
e Alex Pepper e John-Paul Glover (aka JP) 
e Graeme Park e Jay Smith 
e Jez Willis e Nemone Metaxas 
e David Dunne e Ambient Alliance aka Ste p & DjayH 
(Drum And Bass Show) 
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e Marketing Mix Profile: Gordon McNamee Managing director of KISS 
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i s It has been suggested that this article be merged into Magic 
Radio. (Discuss) Proposed since September 2018. 


Magic 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Slogan More of the Songs You Love 
Frequency FM: 105.4 MHz (London) 
RDS: Magic 
DAB: 


11D (England/Wales/N. Ireland) 
12A (Scotland) 

12C (London) Sky: 0180 

Virgin Media: 928 


Freeview: 715 


First air date 9 July 1990 (as Melody FM) 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Absolute Radio 


Greatest Hits Radio 


Heat Radio 


Hits Radio 
jazz FM 
Kerrang Radio 
Kiss 

Planet Rock 


Scala Radio 


Website planetradio.co.uk/magic/ 


Magic Radio is an adult contemporary Independent Local Radio and national radio 
station based in London owned by Bauer Radio. Magic Radio forms part of 

Bauer's National portfolio of radio brands. The station is available on 105.4 FM in 
London and across the UK on Digital Radio, App, DTV and online at magic.co.uk. 


Magic Radio used to be part of a network of Magic stations also operated by Bauer. On 5 
January 2015, Magic Radio launched nationally on DAB and all other Magic stations were 
dissolved to form the Bauer City 2 network." 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Magic 


In 1998, Melody FM was purchased by media group Emap from Hanson plc for a 
reported £25 million and rebranded Magic that December. 


On changing the station's name, Emap introduced automation for the first time - 
weekday afternoons were split with a 'non-stop music hour', first sponsored by the now 
defunct energy company Calortex, and later by the Emap-owned Red magazine. Magic 
was criticised for automating a further eleven hours of its daily output (7pm-6am) given 
the reach and size of the station. 


In an attempt to cut costs, Magic began networking its mid-morning show, hosted 

by Richard Skinner, and automated overnight output with the eight other Magic 

Radio stations in the North of England in January 2002. Audience figures fell on all nine 
stations in the twelve months that followed, some arguing a lack of local content had 
driven listeners to tune away. Networking was ended in January 2003, although the 
eight 'northern' Magic stations continued to share a mid-morning show, hosted by Mark 
Thorburn, and were subsequently networked again, with the exception of local breakfast 
shows, following a repositioning of the northern Magic group in mid-2006. These 
stations were later rebranded into the Bauer City 2 network in 2015. 


The end of networking heralded a programming shift; Magic adopting its 'more music, 
less talk' ethos. Former Capital FM head and radio consultant Richard Park was brought 
in to increase the station's audience share. In September 2003, Magic saw its first major 
revamp: live programming replaced automated output in the evening, and Independent 
Radio News-employed staff manned the station's daytime news output, removing 
shared presenting/newsreading responsibilities, a legacy from Melody FM. IRN retained 
the contract to supply Magic's news bulletins until 2015, when the service was brought 
in-house. 


Later years saw a reliance on weekend celebrity-hosted content and large cash prizes to 
entice listeners - the award of £110,600 to Nicola Diss, the winner of the popular Magic 
Mystery Voices contest on 12 January 2006 was the largest cash prize given away on UK 
radio since 1999, a sum surpassed just a few months later by the prize collected by 
listener Dawn Muggleton in the Smooth Secret Song competition on London rival 102.2 
Smooth FM, scooping £118,454 on 19 April 2006. However, Magic regained the honour 
on 30 March 2007 with listener Maria Crosskey winning £168,600 in a six-month- 

long Mystery Voices contest, although she was later disqualified (see 'Mystery Voices' 
below). 


In 2008, Emap sold its radio stations, including Magic, to Bauer Media Group. 


Magic, along with urban-music station Kiss and a number of other radio brands, 
broadcasts from Bauer Radio's headquarters in Golden Square. It had previously 
broadcast from studios on Winsley Street (Mappin House) until September 2014. 


Sister stations[edit] 


Magic launched two new digital-only sister stations in March 2016, which broadcast as 
part of the Sound Digital multiplex jointly owned by Bauer. The stations are Mellow 
Magic, a service of timeless relaxing classics, based on the successful Magic night-time 
programming strand of the same name, and Magic Chilled, a station in the DAB+ 
format - Bauer's first DAB+ service - playing laid back hits. Fran Godfrey has hosted the 
breakfast show on Mellow Magic, its only live programme, since the station's official 
launch. 


Following the migration of other Bauer services (including Kisstory and Heat Radio) to 
SDL, some of the vacated space at local level was used during the spring of 2016 fora 
short-term pop-up Magic sibling, Magic ABBA, run as a commercial partnership 

with Mamma Mia!: the Musical. This temporary service was then replaced in the 
summer by soul music service Magic Soul Summer; initially intended as another 
short-term pop-up, the soul station ultimately remained active, truncating its name 

to Magic Soul from autumn 2016 onwards, and remains on air as the fourth station of 
the Magic network, with presenters including Lemar, Eloise Carr, Louise Molony and Miri 
Green. 


There is also a complementary Magic-branded music television channel available on 
the Sky and Virgin Media digital TV platforms in the UK, operating as part of the Box 
Plus Network jointly owned by Bauer. The channel plays classic and contemporary 
melodic pop hits. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 

help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
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Current presenters[edit] 
e Richard Allinson e Lynn Parsons 
e Emma B e Tom Price 


Ronan Keating 


Cover presenterS[edit] 


Olly Mann 


Past presenters[edit] 


Angie Greaves Weekday Afternoons 
Kim Wilde Request show 

Mel Giedroyc Saturday afternoons 
Christine Bleakley Sunday Afternoons 
Martin Collins Evenings/Weekend 
Afternoons 

Graham Dene Breakfast/Drivetime 
Neil Fox Breakfast 

Eamonn Holmes Sunday Afternoons 
Nicky Horne Drivetime/Sunday Mid- 
Mornings 

Lorraine Kelly Tender Moments 


Mystery Voices[edit] 


Harriet Scott 


Charles Nove Weekend Evenings 
Russell Pockett Weekend Breakfast 
David Prever Drivetime 

Steve Priestley Drivetime/Weekend 
Breakfast 

Ben Shephard Saturday Night Magic 
Richard Skinner Mid-Mornings/Saturday 
Breakfast and Magic Countdown 

Tim Smith Weekend Evenings 

Denise van Outen Saturday Afternoons 


For a number of years, Magic ran a Mystery Voices competition in which listeners were 
required to guess the names of three celebrity voices. One said "Magic", the second 
"One-oh-five" and the third "Point-four". Every hour a listener guessed the names of the 
celebrities and for each failed attempt £100 was added to the prize fund. The 
competitions often ran for several months with the winner eventually receiving a prize 
potentially worth upwards of £150,000. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Major brand swap for Bauer's local stations". RadioToday. Retrieved 25 June 2017. 


External links[edit] 


Official website 
Magic 105.4 Radio Player 


Magic Voices Radio "Winner" Awaits Judge's Verdict 
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A timeline of notable events relating to Magic Radio and Magic 105.4, a commercial 
radio station operated by Bauer Radio. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 9 July - Melody Radio launches as an easy listening music service in London. 
o 17 July - Magic 828 launches as a MW oldies station in Leeds. 


e 1997 
o February - Emap launches a network of Magic stations on its MW frequencies 
across the north of England. Playing soft adult contemporary music, they replace 
regional oldies stations Great North Radio and Great Yorkshire Gold. Magic 
1161 and Magic AM launch on the 12th, followed one week later by the north 
east stations Magic 1152 and Magic 1170 
o 17 March - The Magic brand is rolled out across the north west. 


e 1998 


o June - Emap purchases Melody 105.4 FM. 
o December - Melody Radio is renamed Magic 105.4 FM. 


e 1999 

o No events. 
2000s[edit] 
e 2000 


o No events. 


e 2001 

o 13 September - Magic launches a spin-off television channel. 

o December - EMAP decides that it is more economical for north of England Magic 
stations to share off-peak programmes and begins networking with the London 
station Magic 105.4 between 10am-2pm, and 7pm-6am, although there are local 
commercial breaks, and local news on the hour. During these hours the station is 
simply known as Magic. 


e 2002 
o No events. 


e 2003 

o January - Due toa sharp decline in listening, Emap ends the networking of 
London station Magic 105.4 on the north of England Magic stations and a 
regional northern network is created with programmes broadcast from Magic 
1152 in Newcastle. During networked hours, local adverts are aired, as well as 
local news on the hour. 

o September - 
"= Live evening programmes on Magic 105.4 are replaced by automated output. 
= Richard Skinner leaves for a while. He had been mid-morning presenter for 

Magic since 1997. 


e 2004 


o No events. 


e 2005 
o 12 September - Neil Fox joins Magic 105.4 as the station's breakfast presenter. 


e 2006 
o July - The Magic AM network is revamped to appeal to an older audience. The 
changes see the introduction of more networking with only the 4 hour breakfast 
show remaining local. As part of the revamp, Dave Lee Travis and Eamonn 
Holmes join the station to present weekend shows. 


e 2007 
o September - After a year with the station, Graham Dene leaves Magic 105.4. 
“ He is replaced as drivetime host by Steve Priestley. 


e 2008 
o 29 January - Bauer completes the purchase of EMAPs radio, television and 
consumer media businesses, purchasing the assets for £1.14bn. 
o September - Singer Kim Wilde joins the station to present a Sunday lunchtime 


show. 
e 2009 
o Steve Priestley leaves. 
2010s/[edit] 
e 2010 


o 9 January - Boyzone singer Ronan Keating joins the station to present a Sunday 
afternoon show.4 


e 2011 
o No events. 


e 2012 
o 23 March - Tony Blackburn and Mike Read are signed to appear on Magic Radio. 
[8] 


o April- The weekend breakfast show on the north of England Magic stations stops 
being a local show and is replaced by a networked programme. Consequently, 
only the weekday breakfast show remains locally produced. 

o 16 November - Magic Radio presenter Dave Lee Travis is taken off air with 
immediate effect after he was arrested as part of an investigation into sexual 
offences. 


e 2013 
o 15 April - Bauer increases networking on its Yorkshire Magic stations with a 
networked breakfast show coming from Magic 828 in Leeds.“ The other local 
Magic breakfast shows become regional programmes at around the same time.24 
o August - Richard Skinner rejoins the station to provide cover for holidaying 
presenters. He continues in this role throughout 2014. 


2014 
o 30 September - Neil Fox presents Magic 105.4's breakfast show for the final 


time. since Fox was arrested at the Magic 105.4 Studios on sex assault charges. 
[12] 


o 27 October - Richard Allinson joins Magic 105.4 to present the drivetime show. 


2015 
o 5 January - 


= Magic Radio launches nationally on Digital One. 
= The north of England Magic Radio stations are rebranded as City Network 2. 


[13] 


o January-March - Christine Bleakley presents an hour-long Sunday afternoon 
programme called Sunday Lunch." 


2016 

o Lynn Parsons joins. 

o 15 March - Mellow Magic begins broadcasting, and Fran Godfrey joins. 

o 28 March - Magic Chilled begins broadcasting. 

o BG April - Mel Giedroyc joins the station to present the Saturday lunchtime show. 


o Spring - Magic broadcasts a temporary pop-up service called Magic ABBA, run as 
a commercial partnership with Mamma Mia!: the Musical 

o Following the ending of Magic Abba, “Magic Summer Soul” is launched. Initially 
intended as another short-term pop-up, the station becomes permanent in the 
autumn and is renamed Magic Soul. 

o October - Tom Price joins the station to present the weekend afternoon show, 
replacing Martin Collins who leaves after seven years of broadcasting at Magic 
105.4. 


2017 

o April - The station sound is repositioned to play more 80s and 90s along with a 
new tag line "More of the songs you love." 

o September - Ronan Keating and Harriet Scott become co-presenters of the 
breakfast show.2# Other changes see Tom Price replaces Harriet as weekend 
breakfast presenter and Matt Brown take over weekend afternoons. 


2018 

o 30 November - The station flips to a format of 100% Christmas music. 
Previously, its sister station Magic Soul would change to a Christmas music only 
playlist but this year its main station flipped. This is the first time a major UK 
radio station has done so. Bauer says listeners can expect "festive editorial 
content and a selection of much-loved Christmas pop hits from the last fifty 
years". 


2019 
o 21 November - Bauer launches Magic at the Musicals on DAB+ in and around 
London. Presenters include Ruthie Henshall and Jonathan Bailey.2” 
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Magic 


magie 


Broadcast area Northern England 
Slogan The Greatest Hits 

First air date July 1990 

Last air date 4 January 2015 

Format Hot Adult Contemporary 


Former frequencies MW, DAB 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Website www.magicradio.com 


Magic was an AM radio network based in Northern England. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Magic 


The Magic brand in UK radio originated with Magic 828, the sister station of Radio 

Aire in Leeds which was launched in July 1990, although no other stations were branded 
'Magic' until the Emap group purchased the Metro Radio group in 1995. It can be 
regarded as the successor to Great North Radio which was a small network in the North 
East that consisted of what became Magic 1170 and Magic 1152. Preston's Red Rose 
Gold was the last to be converted to the Magic brand, in 2000, two or so years since the 
conversion of the majority of the stations. In London, Melody FM was rebranded Magic 
105.4 in 1998. 


The regional AM stations played Hot Adult Contemporary music. The playlists of these 
Magic stations predominantly consisted of hits from the 1960s and 1970s, although 
music from other decades was included in the mix. 


The London station is more laid-back and its playlist more contemporary, playing soft 
adult contemporary hits from the 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s. The London station is 
branded with the tagline, "More music, less talk". 


On 5 January 2015, the network merged with the Greatest Hits Network of Scottish AM 
stations to form the Bauer City 2 network. The London-based Magic became available 
nationally via DAB at the same time. 


Directory of stations[edit] 


| 


Newcastle Magic 1152 
North 
East 

Stockton-on-Tees | Magic 1170 
North Greater Piccadilly Magic 
West Manchester 152 


ull Magic 116 
Magic 623 


i 9 
i 8 


Magic AM 


London Magic 105.4 


Television channel[edit] 
Main article: Magic (TV channel) 


Following the success of the radio stations, Emap set up a corresponding Magic TV 
channel which is available through satellite and cable television systems and plays non- 
stop videos of songs established as typical of the Magic brand. 


Magic albums[edit] 


The Magic network released several albums since the formation of the network in the 
late 1990s. The albums predominantly feature music on the Magic 105.4 play list, but 
were also promoted on the Northern England stations too. 


Title Release 
The Sound of Magic S 
The Sound of Magic Love TR 


The Sound of Magic Vol. | 15/05/20 


2 00 
Magic ee as 


Magic Summer Feeling NR 

Magic the Album 2005 T 

Magic Summer 15/05/20 
06 

Mellow Magic 26/02/20 
07 

Magic the Album 2007 aE 


Magic Decades 80s 90s | 19/11/20 


00s 07 
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Planet Rock 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Branding Where Rock Lives 
First air date 15 November 1999 
Format Classic rock 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Absolute Radio 


Greatest Hits Radio 
Heat Radio 

Hits Radio 

Jazz FM 

Kerrang Radio 

Kiss 

Magic 


Scala Radio 


Website www.planetrock.com 


Planet Rock is a radio station in the United Kingdom owned by Bauer Radio. The 
station broadcasts classic rock music from the 1960s onwards. It is available nationally 
on Sky, Virgin Media, Freesat and Online, and to some locations via DAB. Planet Rock 
forms part of Bauer Radio's portfolio of radio brands. It has won a Sony Award five 
times. 


History[edit] 


Planet Rock was founded in 1999 as the only classic rock radio station in the UK at that 
ti Me, [station needed] 


On 11 February 2008, the previous owner GCap Media (now Global Radio), announced 
that the station would close by 31 March 2008, along with sister station theJazz, unless 
a buyer was found. According to a statement by former presenter Fish, this was not due 
to the profitability of Planet Rock itself, which had been reported to be good, but rather 
to GCap's overall financial state. The station's relative popularity on digital radio 
brought controversy to the closure threat.221 Although theJazz ceased broadcasting on 
schedule, a campaign by listeners meant that a number of buyers expressed interest in 
Planet Rock, including a consortium publicly headed by Queen guitarist Brian May." 


On 4 June 2008, was sold to a consortium led by Malcolm Bluemel and supported 
by Tony lommi, lan Anderson, Gary Moore, and Fish. There was no break in transmission 
and the programming remained unchanged.“ 


On 25 September 2012, it was reported that Malcolm Bluemel was looking for a buyer 
for the station. 


On 6 February 2013, the station was sold to Bauer Media for a deal worth between £1 
million and £2 million. 


On 23 May 2013, Bauer Media announced that the output of Planet Rock would become 
available on FM in the West Midlands on the frequency used by Kerrang! Radio in 
Birmingham from 14 June 2013. All programming will come from London with the 
Birmingham studios closing and Kerrang! continuing in a different form on digital 
platforms. 


From 8 am on 7 September 2015, the 105.2 FM frequency was taken over by Absolute 
Radio. 


From 1 March 2016, Planet Rock moved from the Digital One DAB multiplex to the 
Sound Digital DAB multiplex. Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, parts 

of Scotland and Wales could not receive Planet Rock on the new multiplex. In late 
2017/early 2018, new transmitters started at Pontop Pike and Ely, which widened the 
listening area of stations broadcasting via the Sound Digital ensemble. 


It promotes and runs its own events notably 'Rockstock',an indoor rock festival. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


Since 2006 Planet Rock has featured a number of rock star presenters, who have either 
fronted limited run series or hosted long running weekly or monthly shows. 


The syndicated Alice Cooper radio show was edited in the UK for a breakfast audience 
as the Breakfast With Alice Cooper show, which ran in the 6 - 9 am slot until 17 January 
2011 when his show became Nights With Alice Cooper. 


Presenters include Def Leppard singer Joe Elliott, who has presented a weekly Saturday 
evening show at 6 pm since June 2010 and blues guitarist Joe Bonamassa who 
presented a weekly show on Sundays at 6 pm left at the end of March 2013. The Hairy 
Bikers joined the station in 2015 to present The Hairy Rock Show on Sundays at 10 am, 
replacing Al Murray. Thunder singer Danny Bowes presents a weekly show every 
Sunday from 5 - 7 pm. 


Other presenters who have hosted shows on Planet Rock include: Rick Wakeman hosted 
a Saturday morning show for five years until December 2010; Gary Moore hosted the 
Blues Power series in 2008; Black Sabbath's Tony lommi presented two series of Black 
Sunday for the station; Jethro Tull singer lan Anderson presented a series called Under 
The Influence; Roxy Music guitarist Phil Manzanera presented two series for the station 
in 2007 and 2009 which looked at influential guitar players and guitar playing styles; 
Former Marillion frontman Fish hosted two series of Fish On Fridays; Thin 

Lizzy guitarist Scott Gorham hosted one series which aired in 2010; Europe singer Joey 
Tempest hosted a series on Sunday evenings until early 2011 and Francis 

Rossi of Status Quo hosted a thirteen-part series until June 2011. 


Presenters[edit] 


Regular presenters include Paul Anthony, Wyatt Wendells, Darren Redick and Murray J. 


See also[edit] 


oon music portal 


TE Blues portal 


Radio portal 


e Bauer Radio 
e Kerrang Radio 
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Lincs FM Group 


Lincs FM 
Group 


Industry Commercial radio 
Fate Acquired by Bauer Radio 
Founded March 1991 


Headquart Witham Park, Waterside South, Lincoln, 


ers LN5 7JN 

Area England 

served 

Products 7 independent local radio stations 
Total MuxCo Lincolnshire 

assets 

Parent Bauer Radio 

Website Lincs FM Group 


The Lincs FM Group based in Lincolnshire, in the UK is the parent company of 
several Independent Local Radio (ILR) stations. As of Q2 2019 the group had a 
combined audience of 524,000." 


History[edit] 


The Lincs FM group was formed in the early 1990s with the winning of the ILR licence 
for Lincolnshire. Lincs FM started broadcasting in 1992 and since then the Lincs FM 
Group has won and acquired licences to operate other local radio stations across the 
UK's Midlands and Yorkshire regions. 


Lincs FM Group was purchased by Bauer Radio in February 2019; Bauer also purchased 
the stations of Celador Radio at the same time. KCFM was sold to Nation 

Broadcasting due to overlapping with existing Bauer asset Viking FM; the other Lincs 
stations remained with Bauer.2 Due to further potential competition issues with Bauer's 
existing stations and their new purchases the group has been operating in ‘hold 
separate’ pending investigation of the sale by the Competition and Markets Authority. 


The Lincs FM Group also have a 33% share in Ipswich 102 and a 51% share in the digital 
radio multiplexes operating DAB services in Lincolnshire and Suffolk. 


Radio Stations[edit] 


e Lincs FM (Lincolnshire & Newark) 

e Compass FM (North East Lincolnshire) 

e Trax FM (Doncaster & Bassetlaw) 

e Dearne FM (Barnsley, Penistone and the Dearne Valley) 
e Rutland Radio (Stamford & Rutland) 

e Ridings FM (the Wakefield district) 

e Rother FM (Rotherham) 

e Suffolk First (Suffolk) 


Branding[edit] 


Each station's logo is green and purple as these are the company colours; these logos 
feature heavily in each stations merchandise. 


The group runs three music formats across its stations. "Hits & Memories" stations are 
the staple of the group, playing a wide variety of popular music from the 1960s to the 
present day. "Music You Love" stations lean older, with a greater percentage of songs 
released pre-1990 played. "Country music and more" is the format of the digital-only 
station Suffolk First, which plays a mixture of country music and pop music. 


Hits & Memories Brand 


e Lincs FM for Lincolnshire and Newark 

e Dearne FM for Barnsley, Penistone and the Dearne Valley 

e Rother FM for Rotherham and the surrounding area 

e Trax FM for Doncaster, Bassetlaw and Worksop (2 licences) 
e Rutland Radio for Rutland and Stamford 

The Music You Love Brand 


e Compass FM for Grimsby, Cleethorpes and Immingham 
e Ridings FM for the Wakefield district 


Acquisitions[edit] 


Until October 2007 the group was unique in the United Kingdom in that it had 
grown organically through licence awards, rather than by acquisition of existing 
stations. As FM licences ceased advertising in the late 2000s, the group, with a 
desire to continue growing, made their first acquisition with Oak 107 FM in 
October 2007 (previously owned by the CN Group). This station was sold ona 
few years later to rejoin its former network. This was followed by the acquisition 
of KCFM in June 2009, previously owned by Planet Broadcasting. 


Disposals[edit] 


e Oak FM, comprising the Hinckley and Loughborough licences, was sold 
to Quidem in 2012. It was rebranded as Fosse 107 following the insolvency of 
the station 


e KCFM was sold to Nation Broadcasting in February 2019 


Licence bid failure[edit] 


In 2006, the group made a bid to win the Hull licence along with six other 
groups. The format for the Lincs bid was the same of that of Compass FM; this 
is thought to be because Lincs FM already overlaps the North East 

Lincolnshire area. The station went under the working title of "White Rose Radio" 
to reflect the white rose of Yorkshire. The group did not win the licence and lost 
out to Kingston upon Hull-based KCFM.“ However, KCFM became part of the 
Lincs FM group in June 2009." 


See also[edit] 


e List of companies in Lincolnshire 
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External links[edit] 
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Lincs! 
& JOZ- 


Broadcast area Lincolnshire & Newark 


Slogan Hits and Memories 
‘Format Classic hits & Contemporary Hits 
Owner Bauer Radio 


|Sister stations Compass FM 
Dearne FM 
Ridings FM 
Rother FM 
Rutland Radio 
Trax FM 


Website www.lincsfm.co.uk 


Lincs FM is a UK Independent Local Radio radio station 

serving Lincolnshire and Newark. It broadcasts on 102.2 FM across the county, with 
relays in Grantham on 96.7 FM and Scunthorpe on 97.6 FM, as well as on DAB and 
online. The station's current branding is "Hits & Memories" and plays a wide variety 
songs from the 1960s to today. 


Background/[edit] 


Lincs FM commenced broadcasting from studios at Witham Park in Lincoln on 1 March 
1992. It is part of the wider Lincs FM Group of eight radio stations. 


In March 2019 it was announced that the radio station and its sister stations had been 
bought by Bauer Media for an undisclosed sum. Pending investigation of the sale by 
the Competitions and Markets Authority the group has been operating in 'hold separate’ 
since then. 


Transmitters[edit] 


Stamp End lock next to the radio station 


The main transmitter 102.2 FM signal comes from the Belmont transmitting station. It 
also has lower-powered frequencies in Grantham, south of the town near the bypass, on 
96.7 FM and Trent View Flats (near the John Leggott College) in Scunthorpe on 97.6 FM. 
Lincs FM can be clearly heard in northern Nottinghamshire and eastern South Yorkshire. 
The Belmont transmitter relays Digital One and in 2015 a local Lincolnshire multiplex 


was launched from the site. This operates on the old MXR frequency 12B. 


Trent View House transmitter site in west Scunthorpe, overlooks the Trent Valley, and was 
originally to be a site for the EMAP Digital Radio (now Bauer Humberside) multiplex 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e Lincs FM Group 

e History of local radio stations in Lincolnshire 
e OFCOM licence 

e Review of the station at Ciao! 

e DooYoo 

e Belmont transmitting station 

e Grantham transmitting station 

e Trent View Flats transmitting station 


Audio clips[edit] 


e jingles package 


e Recording the jingles for Lincs FM Group stations at S2 Blue in Leek 
e There's more to Cleethorpes than meets the eye in 2003 

e How not to record jingles 

e 1992 jingles 

e 1995 jingles 

e 1999 jingles 

e S2Blue 2006 package 

e YouTube 


Video clips[edit] 


e Lincs FM 102 YouTube channel 
e Sally Elkington talks to Farmers Weekly in February 2011 


e Former presenter Duncan Newmarch now as a BBC1 continuity announcer in 
December 2009 
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This article is about the radio station in the UK. For the Compass FM in New Zealand, 
see Compass FM 104.9. 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
ees challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Compass 

FM" - news " newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (September 

2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Compass FM 
= I 
> 
‘City Grimsby 
| 
‘Broadcast area North East Lincolnshire 
| Frequency DAB: Lincolnshire 


FM: 96.4 MHz 


First air date 3 June 2001 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Dearne FM 

Lincs FM 

Ridings FM 

Rother FM 


Rutland Radio 


Trax FM 
Webcast 64 kbit/s 
Website www.compassfm.co.uk 


Compass FM is an Independent Local Radio station 
serving Grimsby, Cleethorpes and Immingham and is part of Bauer Radio. 


Licence application[edit] 


Three applications were received by the Radio Authority by 5 September 2000, which 
also included the proposed Haven FM and Southbank FM, having been first advertised in 
May 2000. The licence for the station was awarded on 24 November 2000. 


Format([edit] 


Compass FM sits within its sister station's (Lincs FM) TSA (Total Service Area) and the 
stations format reflects that. 


Programming[edit] 


Compass FM provides 24/7 programming, some of which is automated (where the 
presenter's links between the records are pre-recorded). 


Transmitter information[edit] 


East Marsh flats transmitter 


The 96.4 FM signal comes from a low-powered transmitter at Bevan Flats in East Marsh 
in north Grimsby near the A180. This transmitter also has Bauer Humberside. 


Awards[edit] 


Compass FM was the NTL Commercial Radio Station of the Year in 2003 (under 300,000 
TSA).2 


References[edit] 


1. ^ “Public File". Compass FM. Retrieved 7 October 2013. 
2. ^ Welsh, James (27 June 2003). "nti Commercial Radio Awards roundup". Digital Spy. 
Retrieved 7 October 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e Media UK 
e Jingles 


e Reception map 
e History of local radio in Lincolnshire 
e Award of Grimsby FM licence in November 2000 to Compass FM 
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Trax FM 


Broadcast area Doncaster & Bassetlaw (FM) 
South Yorkshire (DAB) 


Worldwide (Internet) 


Frequency FM: 


107.1 MHz (Doncaster) 


107.9 MHz (Bassetlaw) 


DAB: 11C 


First air date 22 November 1998 


Contemporary 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Compass FM 


Dearne FM 
Lincs FM 
Ridings FM 
Rother FM 
Rutland Radio 


64 kbit/s stereo 


www.traxfm.co.uk 


Trax FM is an Independent Local Radio station that broadcasts 
to Doncaster and Bassetlaw. 


History[edit] 


The station is owned by Bauer Radio. The station started as two separate licences one 
for Doncaster and one for Bassetlaw. In its bid to win the licence two "RSL's" were aired, 
the first from above a well known bakery on Frenchgate, and the second from a former 
private residence further from the town centre. A number of well-known and established 
presenters were used for the RSL's, first heard was Duncan Newmarch (Lincs FM, Invicta 
FM), Richard Lyon (Compass FM), John Marshall (Lincs FM), Craig Strong (Trent, Lincs, 
Century, Gem), Kenny Hague, (Trent, Leicester Sound, Fosseway), and Mike Barge 
(Bargey). The bid was obviously successful. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The service for Doncaster broadcasts on 107.1FM! from the studios on the White Rose 
Way in Doncaster. The signal was broadcast from the Clifton transmitter, 

near Conisbrough, South Yorkshire. That signal was five times more powerful than the 
former Worksop transmitter. In 2015, transmissions moved to an antenna on Silverwood 
House in the centre of Doncaster.2 


The service for Bassetlaw is on 107.9FM®! used to come from the studios on Bridge 
Streetin Worksop. The signal was transmitted from the Worksop transmitter, north of 
Worksop in Bassetlaw next to the B6045 towards Blyth, north Nottinghamshire. In 2016, 
transmissions moved to a transmitter at Worksop Golf Course to the south of the town. 
“ The transmitter provides coverage to Worksop town and rural areas to the west 

of Retford. 


Trax FM is also broadcast across South Yorkshire and the North Midlands on DAB Digital 
Radio on the Bauer South Yorkshire (former EMAP South Yorkshire) multiplex! and on 
the Internet. Trax FM on DAB and the Internet carries the Doncaster variation of the 
station. 


Background[edit] 


Trax FM co-located the Bassetlaw service to Doncaster in 2007, despite the original 

107.9 station ownership being crucial in getting the more lucrative Doncaster licence. 
The format change includes a reduction in the hours of local broadcasting from seven 
hours to four hours. 


The station is based on the A6182 in the south of Doncaster, appropriately enough near 
the East Coast Main Line on Sidings Court, west of the Lakeside Village shops. It is 
accessed via junction 3 of the M18, and is near the Doncaster International Railport. 


Branding[edit] 


In line with the rest of the group the station's slogan is “Hits and Memories" and 
all jingles are produced by Audiosweets. 


Clifton transmitter on Beacon Hill, north of the M18, former transmitter of Trax FM on FM and 


current transmitter of Trax FM on DAB via the Sheffield multiplex. 


References[edit] 
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^ "Trax FM 107.1 Doncaster". Lincs FM Group. Archived from the original on 7 May 2006. 
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^ "Trax FM 107.9 Bassetlaw". Lincs FM Group. Archived from the original on 11 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e History of local radio in Nottinghamshire. 


e Awarded licence in February 1999 


e Applications for the Doncaster licence 


e Clifton transmitter 


e Worksop transmitter 


Audio clips[edit] 


e 1998 jingles 


Dearne FM 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


Broadcast area Barnsley 


| Frequency FM: 97.1, 102.0 MHz 


Dearne FM 


DearneFM 
SA 102 & 97.4 


First air date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister stations 


Website 


5 October 2003 


Contemporary 


Bauer Radio 


Compass FM 
Lincs FM 
Ridings FM 
Rother FM 
Rutland Radio 
Trax FM 


www.dearnefm.co.uk 


Dearne FM is an Independent Local Radio station which broadcasts to 
the Barnsley area. The station is owned and operated by Bauer Radio. 


History[edit] 


The station was based at Zenith Park on Whaley Road, Barugh Green, in the north-west 
of Barnsley. As a result of cost cutting, Dearne FM recently co-located with sister 
stations Trax FM, Rother FM and Ridings FM at studios on White Rose Way in Doncaster. 
Five other companies competed for Barnsley's FM radio licence. 


Transmitters[edit] 


The station can be heard on 102 FM (near Ardsley) in Barnsley and the Dearne Valley, 
and on 97.1 FM (near Hoylandswaine close to the A628 and A629 roundabout) 

for Penistone on Hunger Hill. Tne Ardsley transmitter also broadcasts Hallam FM on 
102.9 FM, with whom Dearne FM mainly competes. The 102 FM signal is more powerful 
than 97.1 FM, which is an off-air relay of 102 FM. 


Programming[edit] 


Dearne FM appeals to a family audience playing a mix of current chart hits and the 
best songs from the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s and 2000s combined with local news, 
information and competitions. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e Transmitter map 

e Penistone transmitter 

e Media UK 

e Applications for the Barnsley FM radio licence 
e Getting the licence in January 2003 


Coordinates: ‘9#53.55072°N 1.41275°W 
Categories: 


Radio stations in Yorkshire 
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Rutland Radio 


N 
Rutland 


107.2 & 97.4FM 


Broadcast area Rutland & Stamford 
Frequency FM: 97.4, 107.2 MHz 
First air date 13 December 1998 
Format Contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Compass FM 

Dearne FM 

Lincs FM 

Ridings FM 

Rother FM 


Trax FM 


Webcast 64 kbit/s 


Website www.rutlandradio.co.uk 


Rutland Radio is an Independent Local Radio station which 

serves Rutland and Stamford, Lincolnshire broadcasting on 107.2FM in Rutland and 
97.4FM across Stamford. It started broadcasting on 13 December 1998 from Knights 
Yard, Gaol Street in Oakham. 


Ownership[edit] 


The station has been owned by the Lincs FM Group in Lincoln since launch. Following 
the wider sale of the Lincs FM Group to Bauer Media in March 2019, the station has 
been operating in 'hold separate’ pending investigation on the purchase by 

the Competition and Markets Authority. 


Licence[edit] 


Intended broadcast area - Rutland 


It received the licence from the Radio Authority to broadcast to Rutland on 4 June 1998, 
on the same day as announcements for two Leicestershire-based licences in 
Loughborough and Nuneaton. 


Although eight stations had applied for the licences by 3 February 1998, only Rutland 
Radio had submitted proposals for Rutland - the other seven were for the other licences. 
Rutland had only recovered its independence from Leicestershire a year before the 
station commenced. 


Broadcasting content[edit] 


The station is officially aimed at people aged between 25 and 54 and broadcasts a 
range of songs from the 1960s to the present day with local news bulletins through the 
day and frequent travel updates and local events features. Its current morning 
presenter, Rob Persani, has been with the station since its launch. Rutland Radio also 
broadcasts a farming programme at 7am on Sundays. This is produced by Lincs FM and 
is carried on other stations in the group. The show won an Arqiva Commercial Radio 
Award in 2016. 


The station's local community involvement is for Oakham, Uppingham and Stamford. 
Rutland has the highest average house-prices in the East Midlands, so it has advertiser- 
friendly demographics. Within its small broadcast area are well-known public 

schools: Oakham School, Uppingham School and Stamford School (with Stamford High 
School). 


In early 2010, refocussing of the Lincs FM Group's stations led to the creation of two 
separate station identities. Stations were either classified as 'Hits' or ‘Music You Love' 
stations. Rutland, alongside Ridings FM, transferred over to the 'Music You Love' log 
which had previously only been carried by Compass FM. The music subsequently 
skewered older with a focus on the 1960s to the 1980s and with only a handful of songs 
released after the year 2000 in rotation. This format was carried for a number of years 
until the group brought Rutland and Ridings back into the 'Hits' network in late 2014, 
with 'Hits & Memories' branding returning in 2017. 


Rutland Radio continues to broadcast to Stamford & Rutland from its premises in 
Oakham. Due to its size there is still a heavy reliance on automation from presenters 
across the group but there are an average of ten hours live broadcasting from its 
Oakham studios everyday. 


Awards[edit] 


In December 2009 it won the Sony Radio Academy Nations & Regions Award for 


the East Midlands. It also won this in 2008, and this award is for stations with a TSA 
(total survey area) of under 300,000. Coincidentally, Rob Persani is Chairman of 

the East Midlands branch of the Radio Academy. The station was also nominated at the 
2009 Arqiva Commercial Radio awards for station of the year (TSA <300,000). 


~ 


Rutland Radio Peugeot 207 SW radio car near Oakham railway station 


See also[edit] 


e Rutland and Stamford Mercury 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e Lincs FM Group 

e History of local radio in Leicestershire & Rutland 
e History of local radio in Lincolnshire 

e Receiving the Rutland licence in June 1998 

e Interview in the Rutland Times with Rob Persani 
e David's Transmitter World 

e Jingles 


e East Casterton transmitter 


e Manton transmitter 
e Rutland's website 
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Ridings FM 


RidingsFM 

Broadcast area Wakefield 
Frequency FM: 106.8 MHz 
First air date 3 October 1999 
|Format Contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Sister stations Compass FM 

Dearne FM 

Lincs FM 

Rother FM 

Rutland Radio 

Trax FM 
Website www.ridingsfm.co.uk 


Ridings FM is the Independent Local Radio station serving the Wakefield District 
of West Yorkshire since 3 October 1999. It is owned and operated by Bauer Radio. 


The station was originally based at Thornes Office Park in Wakefield before co-locating 
with sister station Dearne FM at Zenith Park on Whaley Road, Barugh Green, in the 
north-west of Barnsley in 2009. 


Following a memorandum sent to Ofcom, which stated that the station has never made 
a profit although being a technical success, Ridings FM was moved to Doncaster where 
it shares a building with Trax FM, Dearne FM and Rother FM. 


Transmission[edit] 


The station's transmitter is located at Wakefield House in Wakefield city centre. Ridings 
FM broadcasts on 106.8 FM on 500 watts of power. From July 2001, it was made 
available on the Bauer Leeds DAB multiplex. This service was discontinued in 2013 as it 
was a significant cost and covered areas outside of Wakefield with an uneconomically 
small potential audience. Ridings FM also streams online via its website, mobile app and 
Radioplayer. 


FM licence[edit] 


Prior to being awarded the Wakefield licence, the station ran a trial service which ran 
from 11 October 1997 on 87.7 FM. 


By the closing date of 8 September 1998, WF 107 Ltd (based in Wakefield), Henna FM 
Ltd (based in Batley providing Asian music) and Ridings FM had applied to the Radio 
Authority for the licence. Ridings FM was later awarded the licence on 7 January 1999. 


Programming[edit] 


The station's output includes a weekday breakfast show. The station's news team won a 
Sony Bronze award in May 2000. At off peak times the station uses the feed 

from Independent Radio News. As well as news, Ridings FM covers local sports teams 
from the Wakefield Trinity, Castleford Tigers and Featherstone Rovers in rugby league, 
to Ossett United (amalgamation of Ossett Albion and Ossett Town) and Frickley 

Athletic in football. 


The station currently uses the strapline "The Music You Love for the Wakefield District”. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ geocities.com 
2. ^ ofcom.org.uk 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e History of local radio in Yorkshire 
e The Student Wiki 


e Receiving the licence in January 1999 
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Rother FM 


Rother! 


City Rotherham 


Frequency FM: 96.1 MHz 
RDS: ROTHERFM 


First airdate 15 October 2006 


Format Contemporary 


\w53.4169°N 


Transmitter - 
1.3513°WCoordinates: ‘#53.4169°N 


coordinates 
1.3513°W 


Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Compass FM 
Dearne FM 
Lincs FM 
Ridings FM 
Rutland Radio 
Trax FM 


Website www.rotherfm.co.uk 


Lu 


Rother FM is an Independent Local Radio station for Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
England. Rother FM is now based in Doncaster. The Station began broadcasting in 
October 2006 from its studios at Aspen Court in Templeborough. It mainly covers the 
Rotherham Borough from its transmitter at Boston Castle, although it can be heard in 
neighbouring cities such as Sheffield. 


Background[edit] 


Prior to being awarded the licence by Ofcom, Rother FM broadcast two Restricted 
Service Licence broadcasts from the Carlton Park Hotel. The station went on to be 
awarded the full-time licence and launched at 10am on Sunday 15 October 2006 with 
presenter James Marriott hosting the first show.” 


It is part of the Lincs FM Group of stations and broadcasts on the old Hallam 

FM frequency of 96.1 FM. The station airs a mix of current chart music as well as well- 
known tracks from the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s and 2000s alongside news, 
information and competitions. 


Imaging[edit] 


Like the rest of the group, the station uses the group strap line of "The difference is..." 
and has jingles sung by the radio ident company S2blue. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ radiotoday.co.uk 
2. ^ radiotoday.co.uk 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e Recording jingles for Lincs FM Group at S2 Blue in Leek 
e Lincs FM group website 

e Media UK entr 


0 = This article about a radio station in the United Kingdom is a stub. You can help 
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For New Zealand radio station, see The Breeze (New Zealand radio station). 


The Breeze 


thebreeze 6 


tune in feel good 


Broadca South Devon, 


st area South Hampshire, Basingstoke & Thames 
Valley, Bristol, Bath, Somerset, North Dorset, 


West Wiltshire, Frome and Cheltenham. 
Slogan "Your easy place to relax" 


Freque All Frequencies[show] 


ncy 


First air 1998-1999 (as individual stations) 
date 4 July 2010 (current format) 


Format Adult Contemporary 


Owner Bauer Radio (exc. Solent) 


Nation Broadcasting (Solent) 


Website http://www.thebreeze.com 


The Breeze is a network of Independent Local Radio stations broadcasting to 

South Devon, South West Surrey, West Sussex, Hampshire, Cheltenham, 

West Berkshire, Bristol, Somerset, Dorset and West Wiltshire. The stations, owned & 
operated by Bauer Radio, broadcast a 'contemporary easy listening’ format, playing 
classic and recent melodic popular music aimed principally at listeners over the age of 
40. 


The Breeze network operates on various FM frequencies and is also online at 
thebreeze.com.™ All frequencies were previously separate stations centred on each of 
the broadcast areas, which have been acquired and combined into one network, 
carrying separate breakfast and drivetime programming for the south and the west of 
England. 


History[edit] 


The network launched when Play Radio (a combination of two stations in Hampshire) 
was acquired by Celador along with an additional station in Portsmouth and rebranded 
as The Breeze on 4 July 2010. The individual stations have all operated under various 
owners, formats and identities, with the stations having launched between 1998 and 
1999 as a series of local stations focused on a specified broadcast area. 


In 2011, Celador acquired two Total Star stations in Bristol & Bridgwater, and 
successfully applied for an FM licence serving the Bath area,” and relaunched all 
stations as The Breeze. All local programming is now identical across all licence areas. 


The Breeze is currently based in Torbay, Southampton, Bristol and Basingstoke. 


In February 2019, Bauer Radio acquired Celador Radio stations, including The Breeze. 
The licences for Southampton, Portsmouth and Winchester were sold on to Nation 
Broadcasting, along with Sam FM (South Coast) which also broadcasts from the 
Southampton studios, due to the overlap with existing Bauer-owned regional adult- 
contemporary service Wave 105. The other Breeze stations will remain with Bauer. 


Stations[edit] 


The Breeze originally launched as a number of stations in the South and the West of 
England. 


e The Breeze (South West) was created on 29 March 2013 by the merging of four 
stations in Bristol, Bath, North Somerset, Frome & West Wiltshire 

e The Breeze (East Hampshire & South West Surrey) was originally three individual 
stations all launched in 1999 - SouthCity FM (Southampton), Win 107.2 (Winchester) 
and Radio Victory (Portsmouth). Following subsequent mergers and acquisitions the 
stations were acquired by Celador in 2010 and rebranded into one station. Kestrel 
FM Haslemere joined the south network on 16 December 2012. 

e The Breeze (Basingstoke & North Hampshire) The station was launched on 16 
December 2012 by the merging of three stations 
in Andover, Newbury and Basingstoke. In August 2017 107 JACK FM (Berkshire) in 
Reading was rebranded as 'The Breeze’, and added to the Thames Valley feed. 

e The Breeze (Bridgwater & West Somerset) launched in 1998 as Quaywest 102.4. It 
later acquired a station called BCRfm before being taken over by One Gold Radio 
and relaunched as Total Star Somerset until August 2011.“ 

e The Breeze (Yeovil & South Somerset) (as of 25 June 2012) started in October 2003 
as Ilvel FM and relaunched as Midwest Radio in August 2010. 


e The Breeze (North Dorset) (as of 25 June 2012) started on 25 June 1995 as 97.4 Gold 


Radio before becoming Vale FM. It was rebranded as Midwest Radio in August 2010. 
e The Breeze (South Devon) started on 26 May 2006 as Palm 105.5, which had 
previously held three Restricted Service Licences for the Torbay area. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "Media titles owned by Celador Radio". Media UK. Retrieved 15 November 2011. 
2. ^ "The Breeze heads to Bristol". Radio Today. Retrieved 20 January 2011. 
3. ^ "Celador to Launch The Breeze 107". Radio Today. 21 June 2010. Archived from the 
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The Breeze (South West) 


Broa Bath, Bridgwater, Bristol, Yeovil, Warminster, Fro 
dcast me, Westbury,Trowbridge and North Somerset 


area 


Sloga Your Easy Place To Relax 


Freq 107.7Mhz (North Somerset) 
uenc 100.8MHz (Porlock) 
y 102.4MHz (West Somerset) 
106.6 & 105.6 MHz (South Somerset) 
107.2MHz (Bristol) 
107.4MHz (Bridgwater) 
107.5MHz (Warminster/Frome/Westbury/Trowbrid 
ge) 
107.9MHz (Bath) 


First February 14, 2011 


Form Easy Listening 


Owne Bauer Radio 


Webs hittp://www.the breeze.com 


The Breeze is a group of Independent Local Radio stations broadcasting to the areas 
of Bath, Bridgwater, Bristol, Taunton, 

West Somerset, Warminster, Frome, Westbury, North Somerset and Trowbridge in the 
West of England. The station is operated by Bauer Radio and is part of The 

Breeze network of stations. The station is aimed at an audience for the over 40's and 


plays a contemporary easy listening music format, playing anything from the past 40 
years, which is both classic and recent melodic and popular music. 


The stations studios are at County Gates, Ashton Road in Bristol. Another station, Sam 
FM, shares its facilities in the same building and is also owned by Bauer. 


The Breeze originally broadcast a combination of different radio stations in each local 
area, which also had separate ownerships, and have now formed into one single 
network. Each area carries the same presenting line-ups (including the regional 
Breakfast and Drive-time shows), but have their own local news, weather, travel news 
and information guide. 


History[edit] 
Bristol on 107.3[edit] 


Originally launched on 26 November 1999 as 107.3 The Eagle and was owned by UKRD. 
The slogans used were "Bristol's Newest Radio Station" or "Bristol's Fastest Growing 
Radio Station". Its sister station at the time was also called The Eagle, which is based 

in Guildford, Surrey and also owed by UKRD, and is still Survives today. 


In 2000, the station name had changed, and was called Star 107.3. The station played a 
different variety style of adult contemporary music after they changed the format and 
renewed their licence. 


Frequency change to 107.2[edit] 


In 2004 Star's frequency allocation changed to 107.2 with increased transmitter power 
for better coverage. 


UKRD sold the Bristol licence to new owners Tomahawk Radio and shared new premises 
with another radio station, Bristol's Original 106.5. 


From 7 September 2010 Celador became the new licence holders and rebranded Star 
107.2 as The Breeze 107.2 on 14 February 2011. 


West Somerset on 102.4 & 100.8[edit] 


Originally known as Quay West and was launched in August 1998. It was later 
relaunched as Total Star Somerset under the ownership of One Gold Radio and 
breached Ofcom regulations after transmitting new transmitter power at North Hill at 
30,000 watts vertically without permission on the 102.4 frequency. OFCOM said they 
would then terminate and re-advertise their licence by December 1, 2011.™ The station 
has since changed their ownership to Celador, and from midday on August 7, 2011 they 
joined The Breeze Network. 


Bridgwater on 107.4[edit] 


A new radio station went on air on 4 July 2001 as BCR FM under the owners of Choice 
Media and later was sold to Laser Broadcasting in July 2006. 


The station was relaunched as 107.4 Quay West to bring it in line with the other Quay 
West stations in West Somerset. In August 2010 the two Quay West stations merged as 
one station called Total Star Somerset and was taken over by One Gold Radio Ltd until 
2011. 


Bath on 107.9[edit] 


Launched in Bath and North East Somerset as 107.9 Bath FM from its Bathampton Down 
transmitter in November 1999 and was a rival station to GWR FM Bath (now Heart). It 
had several ownerships such as The Local Radio Group in February 2006, Laser 
Broadcasting from June 2008 and later in the same year as South West Radio Ltd in 
October. Bath FM relaunched as Total Star Bath in August 2010 after Total Star 
Gloucestershire company Storm Radio Ltd teamed up with One Gold Radio Ltd (now 
More Radio Ltd), but the two companies soon had separated in 2011 and Total Star Bath 
along with two other Total Star stations in Swindon and Warminster had changed the 
name to More Radio in June 2011. More Radio has recently been relaunched in Bath as 
The Breeze in September 2011 after being bought by Celador. 


Frome and West Wiltshire on 107.5[edit] 


The Breeze began in November 2001 as 3TR FM and was operated under The Local 
Radio Company. On the 30 June 2008 the station was sold to Laser Broadcasting who 
went bankrupt on 28 October 2008. The station was then bought out by South West 
Radio Ltd who also went into administration on August 4, 2009. 3TR was then ran under 
the YMC Ltd group which ran the station along with other radio stations like Brunel 

FM, Bath FM, plus two Quay West stations as a group of stations until March 24, 2010 
when the administrators closed down all the stations on the behalf of OFCOM because 
of multiple refusals. One Gold Radio and Storm Radio Ltd opened an agreement to re- 
brand all stations as Total Star before the Warminster licence was acquired by Celador 
in November 2011 and is rebranded as The Breeze 107.5." 
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For the east Hampshire station, see The Breeze (South & East Hampshire). 


The Breeze 


hnebreeze 


on FM, DAB and online 


Broadcast area Basingstoke and surroundings 
Slogan "Tune In Feel Good" 
Frequency 107.6 MHz 


First air date 16 December 2012 ™ 


Format Soft AC 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Website www.thebreeze.com/northhants/ 


The Breeze Basingstoke is a local radio station covering Basingstoke and the 
surrounding area of North Hampshire, UK and is part of The Breeze Network of stations. 


History[edit] 
Kestrel FM[edit] 


The Basingstoke station launched on 18 May 1998,2 and is now owned by Celador. The 
previous owners Milestone launched a free weekly local newspaper, the Basingstoke 
Observer, in association with Kestrel FM in 2000. 


In 2010, 107.6 Kestrel FM in Basingstoke was merged with Delta FM in Alton, Bordon, 
Haslemere and Petersfield. However, initially the old Delta FM frequencies had a 
separate Breakfast Show, hosted by Dave Trumper. Outside of weekday Breakfast the 
former Delta Radio frequencies shared with Kestrel FM 107.6. 


By 2011, even this practice seemed to have been discontinued, with all areas receiving 
programming from Basingstoke. 


Celador takeover[edit] 


Up until 2012, Kestrel FM was run by the Tindle Radio Group. The station was latterly 
taken over by Celador and on 16 December 2012, rebranded as The Breeze. 


The station continues to broadcast programming from its Basingstoke studios, from 
where regional programming for the Thames Valley and local news bulletins originate. 


The East Hampshire frequencies were moved to the Southampton-based Breeze 


station and 107.6 to the Thames Valley station. 


See also[edit] 


e Bauer Radio 
e The Breeze (radio network) 
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The Breeze 


(Aebreeze 


on FM, DAB and online 


Broadca Southampton, Winchester, Portsmouth, Four 


starea Marks, Hindhead, Haslemere 


Slogan Tune In Feel Good 


Frequen 97-108MHz[show] 
cy 


First air 1999 (as individual stations) 


date 4 July 2010 (current format) 


Format Hot AC 


Owner Nation Broadcasting 


Website The Breeze 


The Breeze is an independent local radio station broadcasting to 

the Southampton, Portsmouth, Winchester and Four Marks areas 

of Hampshire, England. It is owned by Nation Broadcasting and is part of The 
Breeze network of stations (the remainder owned by Bauer Radio). The station has a 
‘contemporary easy listening’ format, playing classic and recent melodic popular 
music aimed principally at listeners over 40. 


The station operates on three FM frequencies; the three were previously separate 
stations centred on each of the broadcast areas, which have over time combined into a 
single regional service. The station is also available online. 


The station launched under its current identity and format on 4 July 2010; it has 
operated under various owners, formats and identities previously, with the three 
services having launched independently of each other in 1999 as a series of local 
stations each focused on a specified broadcast area. All programming is now identical 
across the three licence areas. 


The Breeze is based at Roman Landing in the Kingsway area of Southampton, sharing 
facilities with another Nation Broadcasting-owned station in the region, Sam FM. 


History[edit] 
107.8 FM in Southampton[edit] 


The 107.8 FM service launched under the name SouthCity FM on 5 September 1999. 


In 2004, the licence was acquired by Southampton Football Club, who renamed the 
station as The Saint, effectively making it an FM version of their existing club station of 
the same name (which was broadcasting on digital TV and online). The service was at 
this point based at studios within Southampton FC's ground, St Mary's Stadium. 


On 26 July 2007, Southampton FC confirmed it had sold the station to South Wales- 
based radio group Town & Country Broadcasting - a firm headed by lifelong 
Southampton FC fan Jason Bryant (formerly of Talksport and Virgin Radio). The sale led 
to a rebranding of the station as 107.8 Radio Hampshire from 6 August 2007. As 
Radio Hampshire, the station combined adult contemporary music with information and 
breaking news from Southampton FC; match coverage also continued, and the station 
continued to be operated from the studio at St. Mary's. 


Radio Hampshire joined Nation Radio, 102.1 Bay Radio, 102.5 Radio 
Pembrokeshire, 97.1 Radio Carmarthenshire, 97.5 Scarlet FM and 106.3 Bridge FM in 
the T&CB portfolio. 


107.2 FM in Winchester[edit] 


See also Dream 107.2 


In 1999, Win 107.2 (later 107.2 Win FM) was launched as a new local station serving 
the Winchester and Eastleigh area. Owned by Radio Investments Ltd, the station 
broadcast from a studio at the Brooks Shopping Centre in Winchester town centre. RIL 
was later bought by The Local Radio Company. 


TLRC sold Win FM to the Tindle Radio Group in September 2006, and the new owner 
rebranded the station as Dream 107.2 in October 2007, adopting a soft adult 
contemporary music policy. 


With extensive competition in the South Hampshire marketplace from numerous 
regional rivals - including Ocean (now Heart), Wave 105 and Original 106 (now 106 Sam 
FM) - Dream 107.2 struggled to build an audience, and Tindle Group subsequently 
decided the station was not viable as a business and should be sold off. 


Franchise merger[edit] 


In November 2008, Tindle Radio Group sold Dream 107.2 to Town & Country 
Broadcasting, who sought and received permission to largely absorb the Winchester 
service into their existing Radio Hampshire service at Southampton. The Winchester 
studios were closed and the 107.2 FM Winchester frequency switched to sharing 
content with Southampton's service 20 hours a day. A separate local daily breakfast 
programme for the Winchester licence area was maintained, though this was broadcast 
from the Southampton base. 


107.4 FM in Portsmouth[edit] 


See also Radio Victory 


The local FM service for Portsmouth went on air on 19 September 1999 as a revived 
version of Radio Victory; this was acquired soon after launch by The Local Radio 
Company (TLRC) and later relaunched as 107.4 The Quay (also known as Quay Radio). 
The Quay broadcast from studios on Twyford Avenue in Portsmouth. 


Portsmouth F.C. subsequently entered into a joint-venture with TLRC to run the station 
(along with Spirit FM in Chichester and Isle of Wight Radio), with the club taking full 
control of The Quay when the partnership was dissolved in August 2009 (TLRC retained 
Spirit FM) and renaming the station Quay Radio.™ 


In the summer of 2010, Portsmouth F.C. went into administration; Quay Radio was shut 
down at noon on Friday 30 July 2010 as a result. The station was sold to Celador Radio 

Broadcasting, who announced that following their purchase of the frequency, 107.4 FM 
would broadcast as part of The Breeze 107 from the end of July 2010. 


The broadcast rights to Portsmouth F.C.'s matches remained with the club, meaning 
that the club's matches would no longer be broadcast on 107.4 FM. It was agreed days 
before the start of the 2010-11 Championship season that Express FM, a community 
station for Portsmouth, would now broadcast the commentary for Portsmouth F.C. 
matches. 


97.1-102 in East Hampshire, South West Surrey and North West 
Sussex[edit] 
See also Delta FM 


The original Delta Radio first broadcast in January 1990. It was the brainchild of County 
Sound CEO, Mike Powell who successfully lobbied the IBA for permission to put separate 
programming for the Haslemere district on what was originally intended to be a relay 


transmitter for Guildford's County Sound. The station was launched by County Sound's 
Terry Mann, formerly Programme Director of Radio 210, Reading. After County Sound 
merged with Radio Mercury to form Allied Radio, Delta Radio was closed down by its 
new owners in 1992 and the transmitter went back to being a relay. However, when 
Mike Powell's UKRD Group won the Guildford licence (after it came up for renewal), 
Delta Radio was relaunched in 1996. Wey Valley Radio had already been operating as a 
full-time service in nearby Alton and Four Marks since 1992. This station was launched 
as a "community" station by David Way and Paul Mann after years of campaigning for 
such a licence. David Way and Paul Wisdom are the new Wey Valley Radio licence 
holders today. It was acquired by UKRD in 1994. The decision to merge the two stations 
operationally was made in 1998 and the Wey Valley service was renamed Delta, and 
then in 2000, the Haslemere licence (which had previously been a part of the Surrey 
and North East Hampshire franchise) was merged with the Alton licence to finally form a 
single radio station. 


Play Radio[edit] 


On 28 May 2009, Radio Hampshire ceased broadcasting due to Town & Country 
Broadcasting deciding to sell the station.2! On 5 June 2009, the two licences for Radio 
Hampshire in Southampton and Winchester were acquired by internet station Play Radio 
UK.2! 


The new station for Southampton and Winchester, named Play Radio, launched on the 
107.2 and 107.8 FM frequencies at 10am on 4 July 2009.“ As under Radio Hampshire, 
the station operated a split breakfast programme (one for Southampton and one for 
Winchester), with all other programming shared across the two frequencies. 


The Breeze([edit] 


In April 2010, the licences were purchased by Celador Radio Broadcasting for an 
undisclosed sum. 


It was announced on 21 June 2010 that the service would be relaunched as The Breeze 
107.= The new station would be aimed at upmarket 40- to 59-year-olds and broadcast 
classic and contemporary easy listening music with a slight female bias. It was also 
announced that the station would relocate, leaving its longtime base at St. Mary's 
Stadium to share facilities with sister regional station Jack FM in the Kingsway area of 
Southampton. 


Celador subsequently sought and received permission from Ofcom to end the split 
breakfast programme, meaning that as of the Breeze relaunch, listeners in 
Southampton and Winchester were receiving identical programming at all times. 


The Breeze 107 launched on-air to Southampton and Winchester on 4 July 2010, exactly 
a year after its predecessor Play Radio had officially replaced Radio Hampshire. 


In late July 2010, following Celador's purchase of the Portsmouth licence, the broadcast 
area of The Breeze expanded. 


In February 2011, Celador relaunched their Bristol station Star 107.2 as The Breeze; 
following this, programmes broadcast to Bristol (outside of localised daily Breakfast and 
weekday Drivetime shows) are sourced from the Southampton-based station. 


Transmitters[edit] 
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e Sam FM (South Coast) 


e Nation Broadcasting 
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Broadcast 


area 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Owner 


Website 


The Breeze 


Sedgemoor, Bridgwater, Taunton, 


West Somerset 

100.8 MHz, 102.4 MHz, 107.4 MHz 
(as Quaywest 102.4) 15 August 1998 
(102.4), 

July 2001 (107.4), 

March 2004 (100.8), 

7 August 2011 (The Breeze) 

Hot AC 


Bauer Radio 


www.thebreeze.com/somerset/ 


The Breeze (formerly Quay West and Total Star Somerset) is a radio station which is 
broadcasting on 100.8, 102.4, and 107.4 in the Sedgemoor 


District, Bridgwater and West Somerset, England, and is owned by Bauer Radio and is 
part of The Breeze network of stations. 


History[edit] 


Quay West 100.4/102.8 was originally launched as 102.4 Quay West Radio on 15 August 
1998. Quay West 107.4 was originally launched in July 2001 as BCRfm, before both BCR 
and Quay West 100.8/102.4 were bought by Choice Media Group. BCRfm was then 
renamed Quay West 107.4. 


102.4 & 100.8[edit] 


Quaywest 102.4 was originally conceived by an Independent Local Radio presenter Keri_ 
Jones, who ran the first Restricted Service Licence (RSL) in 1995. Following a final RSL in 
December 1996 a County Councillor and local businessman, Phil Greatorex, created the 
financial structure necessary for Quay West Radio Ltd to apply for a full-time licence. 


107.4[edit] 


During the late 1990s, many trial stations took place in Bridgwater and Sedgemoor. The 
first Restricted Service Licence station went on air in April 1996 on 105.4, under the 
direction of Keri Jones who had successfully launched Quay West Radio in West 
Somerset. Between 1996 and 1999, other 4-week trials were operated by companies 
called Riverside 105, BCR FM, and Sedgemoor Coast FM. 


In 1999 the Radio Authority confirmed that Bridgwater would get its own full-time radio 
service. Four groups entered applications: Bridge FM, BCR FM, Sedgemoor Coast FM and 
Riverside 105. BCR FM won the licence in May 2000 and went on air on 4 July 2001. 


BCRfm was subsequently purchased by Choice Media, and was sold in July 2006 to Laser 
Broadcasting. The station had always remained a local service for the area, with Mark 
Painter, Dave Englefield and Nick Rickards from the original Restricted Service 

Licence team. 


The station relaunched at 10pm on 28 February 2007 as Quay West 107.4 to bring it 
in line with a station of the same name in the Minehead area of West Somerset. 


Quaywest Stations[edit] 


The original transmitter is located on North Hill, Minehead. The signal from the studios is 
beamed to the transmitter site by a microwave link. The original North Hill transmitter 
was 1 kW, but in March 2004, permission was granted to increase this to 4 kW from the 
same site, and a smaller relay was added to cover the area of Porlock, which had 
previously not been able to receive the station. The frequency for this is 100.8 MHz. 
Online streaming came in 2003 and was provided by Vivid London Limited. Sister 
station BCR FM began streaming shortly afterwards. The station had never entered 

into RAJAR (the organization that measures audiences for radio) until 2005, where, in its 
first survey, out of a total potential audience of 28,000 adults (15+), the station's reach 
was 8,000, or 37% of the population, per week. 


In 2005, Quay West was re-branded "Quay FM". This was short lived, and "Quay West" 
was reinstated in 2006. Ten years after launch, the studios were still located in the 
offices of a disused weighbridge that overlooks the marina providing line of sight to the 
transmitter. 


The first jingles were made by Bespoke Music and featured a chime melody based on 
the bells of Dunster's St. George's Church, which the station retained until 2001. A 
further ident package was produced by Steve England. In September 2008 it was 
suggested parent company Laser Broadcasting were in financial trouble and posts on 
forums 2 suggested the company had failed to pay its staff for several months. 


On 3 October 2008 it was announced that a petition to wind-up Laser had been 
published.2! 


Later that month, it was reported that Laser Broadcasting had volunteered to go into 
administration.“ Then came the revelation that the stations would be run in the interim 
by Bridgwater Broadcasting Services (BBS) Ltd whilst administrators were appointed. 

1 Both stations were then taken over along with 3 other stations by a new 

company, South West Radio Ltd. 


After Laser Broadcasting went into administration, the two Quaywest stations were 
bought by South West Radio Ltd. 


In 2009, South West Radio also went into administration. A new company, Your Media 
Communications Group plc, was formed and took over ownership of the assets of South 
West Radio, including Swindon-based Brunel FM and nearby Bath FM and 3TR FM. 


Communications Regulator OFCOM refused to transfer the licences to Your Media Group 
(YMC) in December 2009 and again in 2010. The licences remain with the original Ltd 
companies and therefore effectively all 5 radio services, including the two Quaywest 
stations, remain in administration. 


On 24 March 2010, the five Your Media Communications Group Ltd stations were closed 
by administrators after multiple refusals on the part of regulator OFCOM to transfer the 
licences, following a number of financial issues at the stations following TLRC's sale. 


In early 2010, the 5 stations were purchased by One Gold Radio Ltd and in August 2010 
the stations were relaunched using the Total Star brand owned by Red Media Services 
Ltd through a service agreement. Quaywest, plus its four sister stations, Brunel FM, 3TR 


FM, Bath FM, and Quaywest 107.4, were eventually bought by Celador, who 
run TotalStar 107.5 in Gloucestershire; all stations were rebranded as TotalStar.@1 


In Quaywest Online was the new version of Quaywest FM, broadcasting online, with 
former Quay West FM presenters Dave Englefield, Mark Painter, David Mortimer, Brian 
Leaker, Nick Francis, Lisa Coombes, and James Aldred. 


Ofcom revoked the licence, announcing it would terminate at the end of 2011.24 
The Breezefedit] 


In August 2011, Ofcom confirmed that they would be shortening the licence for the 
Bridgwater and West Somerset FM licences, triggering a re-advertisement of the 
licences.,“4 stating that "...in view of the licensee's unsatisfactory record of compliance 
with licence conditions, we will not be implementing the special application 
procedure...".22, Subsequent to this, it was announced that The Breeze, which already 
operated in Bristol (formerly as Star 107.2), and which had recently been awarded the 
re-advertised Total Star Bath licence, would acquire the remainder of the existing 
Somerset licence and broadcast The Breeze on the former QuayWest and BCR 
frequencies from Sunday 7 August 2011.42: The re-advertisement of the licence will still 
go ahead, and it is likely that The Breeze will apply to be awarded the 'new' 
replacement licence. 


In December 2011, Midwest Radio stations in Yeovil and Dorset were sold Celador 
Radio after Midwest Radio Ltd decided not to contest with the Bridgwater licence.“ 


After an approval request with Ofcom, both stations were relaunched as The Breeze at 
midnight on 25 June 2012, merging with The Breeze in Bridgwater.22 


See also[edit] 


e The Breeze (radio network) 
e Bauer Radio 
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The Breeze 


Broadcast Yeovil 


area 


Frequency 105.6 MHz and 106.6 MHz 


First air date 26 October 2003 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Website www.thebreeze.com/southsomerset/ 


The Breeze (formerly lvel FM and Midwest Radio) is a United Kingdom radio station 
that broadcasts on 105.6 & 106.6 FM to Yeovil, South Somerset and West Dorset and is 
part of The Breeze network of stations. 


History[edit] 


The station was originally called Ivel FM. In 2002, the radio station along with YDR FM, 
Mirage FM and Merlin FM bid for the licence to serve Yeovil. Ivel FM was victorious and 
commenced broadcasting in October 2003.4 


In its final 13th year of statutory life (2003), the Radio Authority awarded its 150th 
analogue radio licence - on this occasion for the South Somerset area of Yeovil. Four 
applicants entered the running with the winner being RIL Ltd backed by Launch Director 
James Richards, now owns and runs Approach Motoring School and Approach Driver 
Academy Ltd, who came up with the name Ivel FM, because it so symbolises the 
broadcast area. Ilchester (Ivelchester) and Ilminster (lvelminster) from the Anglo-Saxon 
heritage. Ilvel FM offered a friendly locally involved radio station aimed at the 25-64 age 
bracket, with coverage of local news and information and conversation on life in the 
county and area. Musically, popular favourites from four decades. 


Amongst the management of Ivel FM, there was ex-Orchard FM's Christine Haigh, Yeovil 
Town's Chairman John Fry, local Chartered Accountant Clive Brown and Launch Director 
James Richards, previously Station Manager of Vale FM in Shaftesbury. In its time, the 
RA issued what's turned out to be an average of 1 new station per month. Ivel FM 
became operational in October 2003 covering Chard and Ilminster and Sherborne. The 
launch was deemed to one of the most successful in the RA’s history. 


The station's programme controller and breakfast presenter was Steve Carpenter. He 
has been presenting the Breakfast Show since 2004 and has worked in radio since 
1985, previously at DevonAir Radio, Orchard FM, 107.7 WFM and BBC Radio Devon.” 


Other presenters at the station included Neil Quigley, who is now hosting a programme 
elsewhere, Dan Gold, David Gale, Tim Ley, Phil Clements and Kevin Hann. Scott Temple 


and Matt Crabb also joined the line up and continued their shows after the Midwest 
Radio rebrand. 


First Rebrand[edit] 


The station was sold to Midwest Radio Ltd in a deal along with Vale FM. 


The owners subsequently rebranded the station, along with Vale FM as Midwest Radio. 
The old TLRC branding disappeared, and the stations shared a single website at 
www.midwestradio.co.uk. The two stations constitute a mini-network with off-peak 
shows being simulcast on both stations. In 2011 all split shows were dropped and all 
programming originated from the broadcast center in Yeovil. A single breakfast show 
was launched with split content relevant to the 'Somerset & West Dorset’ (Ivel) and 
‘North Dorset' (Vale) broadcast areas. The show was hosted by Steve Carpenter, news 
and sport was read by Greg Bown and the show was produced by Matt Crabb. 

Former Orchard FM presenter, Laura Jones replaced Matt Crabb before the station 
rebranded to The Breeze. 


According to RAJAR Midwest Radio reached up to 42,000 adults a month with nearly half 
a million listening hours. 


The Breeze[edit] 


In December 2011, both Midwest Radio Stations were sold to Celador Radio after 
Midwest Radio Ltd decided not to contest with the Bridgwater licence.“ 


After an approval with Ofcom, both stations have been relaunched as The Breeze at 
midnight on 25 June 2012, merging with The Breeze in Bridgwater. 


See also[edit] 


e Bauer Radio 
e The Breeze (radio network) 


Original station name before the rebrand to Midwest Radio 
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For the former Somerset Midwest station, see The Breeze (Yeovil & South Somerset). 


The Breeze 


Nebreeze 


on FM, DAB and online 


Broadcast area North Dorset 


Slogan "Tune In Feel Good" 
Frequency 96.6 & 97.4 MHz 
RDS: Breeze_ 


First air date 25 June 1995 


Format Hot AC 
Owner Bauer Radio 
Website www.thebreeze.com/northdorset/ 


The Breeze (formerly Gold Radio, Vale FM and Midwest Radio) is a radio station which 
serves North Dorset, in the United Kingdom, and is owned and operated by Bauer 
Radio and is part of The Breeze network of stations. 


History[edit] 


Launched on 25 June 1995 as Gold Radio then later became Vale FM when the station 
was acquired by TLRC. The station, along with sister station Ivel FM was formed as 
Midwest Radio when the two stations were acquired from TLRC and merged to form one 
station.“ 


In July 2008, Radio industry regulator Ofcom approved plans for the two stations to 
share 20 hours of output per day, saying the distance between stations is such that the 


relevance of regionalised programming is a sensible move for both, and represents a 
way of allowing smaller stations to operate more effectively without adverse effects for 
listeners. Despite this, the two separate licences still broadcast different breakfast 
shows between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m. on weekdays.22! 


In August 2010 the 2 stations finally merged to create a single Midwest station across 
south Somerset and north Dorset, broadcasting from studios in Yeovil and Shaftesbury. 


In December 2011, The Midwest stations were sold to Celador Radio, after Midwest 
Radio Ltd decided not to contest with the Bridgwater licence.“ 


Rebrand as The Breeze[edit] 


After an approval request with Ofcom, both stations have relaunched as The Breeze at 
midnight on 25 June 2012, merging with The Breeze in Bridgwater. 


See also[edit] 


e Bauer Radio 


e The Breeze (radio network) 
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The Breeze, formerly Palm 105.5 FM 


Broadcast Torquay, Torbay Devon 


area 


Frequency 105.5 FM MHz from Beacon Hill 


First air 26 May 2006 

date 

Format All Time Favioutes, Easy Listening, and 
Mix Music 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Website www.thebreeze.com/southdevon/ 


The Breeze, is an Independent Local Radio station for Torbay and South Devon, 
forming part of the Breeze network. 


The station based in Torquay was originally called Palm 105.5 until September 2015, 
following its acquisition the year previous. 


History[edit] 


Palm FM was set up in 1998 and was the first to run a Restricted Service Licence in the 
area. 


In 1994, Jo Corben-Richards (aka CJ Munroe), former Senior Producer/Presenter 

for DevonAir Radio, applied for a Restricted Service Licence specifically for the Torbay 
area with the backing of local lawyer and property developer, Roger Richards and local 
businesswoman Julia Milton-Head. Whilst at DevonAir, CJ had tried to persuade them to 
maintain an opt-out radio service for the Torbay area. 


Permission for an RSL was initially granted by the Radio Authority, but subsequently 
objected to by the owners of Exeter/Torbay licence, Gemini FM. 


In 1997, CJ and Roger gained further support from local businessmen and the like to 
proceed with the development of a local radio service for Torbay. 


First RSL[edit] 


Palm FM's first Restricted Service Licence was launched by the Mayor of Torquay, 
Vincent McCann in December 1998. The broadcast was set up to cover the annual 
Torbay Carnival and Christmas celebrations; they also broadcast extensive outside 
broadcasts from schools and a live Midnight Mass from St. Matthias Church in 
Wellswood. 


Second RSL{[edit] 


A second 28-day broadcast was made from August 1999 to coincide with the Eclipse; 
the station was even designated the "Official Eclipse Station" by Sir Patrick Moore, who 
involved himself with the Palm's output. 


Outside broadcasts during this period included a South West Musical Festival from the 
Quay West holiday Complex in Paignton. 


A new logo was designed by local students and a winner was picked by the listeners. 


The area's tourist industry was promoted by a locally written and Palm FM produced CD 
which was distributed by W.H. Smiths. 


Great Britain's largest recognised talent competition "Stairway to the Stars" was 
sponsored by Palm FM and featured CJ as Senior Judge. 


Third RSL{edit] 


Palm FM returned to the airwaves in May 2000, again under the guidance of CJ. During 
this period, Palm FM continued to lobby for the Torbay area to be added to the Radio 
Authority's "working list" for proposed new services. Between the last two RSLs, Palm 
FM commissioned two separate in-depth independent research initiatives for the 
proposed permanent station, the results were forwarded to the Authority. 


2000 onwardsS[edit] 


Station Director, Brian Houghton died, his wife continued his support and investment in 
the company. Julia Milton-Head left the Company for health reasons, but also retained 
her investment. In 2002, Carlton Westcountry presenter Kate Reeves expressed her 
interest and later joined the Board. 


After the RSLs, Dr. Avtar Lit and Palm Radio Ltd agreed to apply for the Torbay Licence, 
Managing Director of London Media Company, Neil Romain joined the Board of the 
newly formed Palm FM Limited with his colleague David Lowen, a media consultant 
and former head of news for ITV Westcountry. LMC now provide financial and 
administrative support while allowing the local Board to operate, broadcast and 
develop. 


In September 2005, and after ten years of campaigning, Palm was awarded the 
licence. 4 


Sale and rebranding to The Breeze[edit] 


Celador Radio acquired Palm FM on 22 August 2014 from Palm Radio Ltd for the 
remaining 40% which was not owned. On 21 September 2015, Palm 105.5 was 
rebranded as The Breeze and became part of The Breeze Network 
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Sam FM Bristol 


Broadcast area Bristol and Bath, Somerset 
Slogan ‘We're In Charge' 
Frequency 106.5 MHz 

First air date 20 May 2007 

Format Classic Hits 

Owner Bauer Radio 

Website Sam FM 


Sam FM Bristol is an English language adult hits format radio station that broadcasts 
on 106.5 MHz FM in Bristol, United Kingdom and is owned by Bauer Radio. 


History[edit] 
Original 106.5[edit] 


The station was awarded its original broadcast licence in September 2006 as Original 
106.5, and commenced broadcasting on 20 May 2007. It was owned by a group of 


investors under the name Tomahawk Radio. The station originally broadcast an Adult 
Oriented format, with 40% of its music coming from past or present Top 20 charts. 


Jack FM[edit] 


106 Jack FM replaced Original, which had previously broadcast using the same 
frequency, on 2 December 2009 following a staged on-air argument and station 
hijacking the previous day. 


The station was acquired by Celador Radio on 7 September 2010.4 
Rebrand to Sam FM and merger{[edit] 


From 1 April 2015, the Jack FM name was dropped in favour of Sam FM by the station 
owner Celador Radio, who decided on changing the name six months beforehand. @ The 
station's topical imaging are voiced by actor and comedian Gareth Hale (of Hale and 
Pace). 


On 25 May 2016, OFCOM announced it had granted Celador permission to merge the 
station with its sister station in Swindon. The company said the Swindon station was not 
financially viable as a stand-alone service, having made a £50,000 loss in 2015.“ The 
station will continue to broadcast its weekday breakfast show from Bristol = shared with 
the Swindon station - and will retain local news bulletins, traffic updates and what's on 
information. 


DAB[edit] 


Sam FM was removed from DAB in 2015, but three years later is been re-added to 
Bristol's DAB Mux in a bid to increase listener reach. = 


See also[edit] 


e The Breeze 107.2 

e The Breeze 107 (Hampshire) 
e Sam FM (South Coast) 

e Sam FM (Swindon) 
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Sam FM South Coast 


Broadcast Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight and West 


area Sussex 


Slogan The South's Greatest Hits 


Frequency 106.0 MHz and 106.6 MHz FM 


First air 1 October 2006 (Original 106) 


date 30 October 2008 (The Coast 106) 


4 July 2011 (106 Jack FM) 


1 April 2015 (Sam FM South Coast) 


Format Classic and Contemporary Hits 
Owner Nation Broadcasting 
Website [1] 


Sam FM South Coast is an adult hits format radio station broadcasting to a stretch of 
the English South Coast on 106 MHz & 106.6 MHz FM and on DAB Digital (across a 
limited area on the Portsmouth small scale trial multiplex). It broadcasts from its Roman 
Landing studios in Kingsway, Southampton alongside its sister station The Breeze which 
is also housed in the same building. 


History[edit] 
Original 106 & The Coast[edit] 


The station was originally launched in 2006 as Original 106 (Solent), owned by Canwest, 
which then sold the station to Celador in August 2008.= It was replaced by The Coast 


106 in October 2008, and while initial RAJAR results were encouraging with a healthy 
increase over those posted by Original, the weekly reach stagnated at around 115,000 
by early 2011. 


Jack FM[edit] 


Celador then rebranded the station as Jack FM,” to bring it in line with its sister station 
in Bristol, from 4 July 2011. All prior presenters except Robin Caddy were removed from 
the station, which switched to a format also used by Celador's other Jack stations - a 
presenter-led breakfast show (hosted by Bam Bam),2! a Saturday morning "World Of 
Sport" show presented by Robin Caddy and automated music interspersed with topical 
one-liners in between songs voiced by actor Paul Darrow at other times. 


Sam FM[edit] 


On 1 April 2015, the station was rebranded again as Sam FM, which runs with a 
strapline of We're In Charge - the station controls the music and doesn't play requests - 
interspersed with topical one-liners in between songs by Gareth Hale who is referred to 
as The Voice of Sam FM." 


In March 2019, Sam FM South Coast was taken over by Nation Broadcasting following 
the sale of Celador Radio to Bauer Radio. 


On 1 December 2019, Sam FM no longer shared programming with its sister stations in 
Bristol and Swindon and take the tagline The South's Greatest Hits. 


Transmitters[edit] 
Analogue (FM)[edit] 


Transmitte | Frequen | Powe RDS 


r Site cy r |\Name| P' Code Area 
T 106 MHz a ai Seana ? a and 
Dorset 
ees Bethe MH 20W Sa Se e 
EEF ae un 310W zo or Bournemouth & Poole 


Following the station's previous launch, Coast 106 made use of a restricted service 
licence from Ofcom to re-broadcast the station to Guernsey. This was done to promote 
the station to Guernsey residents for when they travelled to England. 


Digital (DAB) [edit] 


Multiplex , Short Long 
Name Bitrate Label Label SID Format 
Trial 112kbit C48 | Joint 
Portsmouth Is Seon FU SUM 5 Stereo 


See also[edit] 


e The Breeze Hampshire 
e Nation Broadcasting 
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Sam FM Swindon 


City Swindon 


Broadcast area Swindon and surrounding areas 


Slogan We're in Charge 


Frequency FM: 107.7 MHz 


First air date 2 September 2006 (as Brunel FM) 
Format Adult Contemporary 
Owner Bauer Radio 


Sister stations Sam FM Bristol 


Website Sam FM 


Sam FM Swindon is a local radio station broadcasting on 107.7 FM in Swindon and 
surrounding areas. The station launched in 2006 as "Brunel FM" and is owned and 
operated by Bauer Radio. 


Its Lime Kiln studios at Royal Wootton Bassett, near Swindon, were used by ILR station 
Wiltshire Radio (later GWR and then Heart Wiltshire) from its launch in 1982. 


History[edit] 
Brunel FM[edit] 


In 2005, after radio group Swindon FM lobbied for a second FM licence for the 

area, Ofcom invited applications for a 12-year broadcasting licence. The Local Radio 
Company applied, proposing a station called Now FM. After being awarded the licence, it 
was renamed as Brunel FM after Isambard Kingdom Brunel, chief engineer of the 
railway which had converted Swindon from a small village to a large town. Brunel was 
also the previous name for AM station Classic Gold Radio (now DAB station Gold) when 
Wiltshire Radio / GWR-FM (now Heart Wiltshire) launched on FM. However, Brunel FM 
and Brunel Radio / Brunel Classic Gold did not have any connection other than their 
name and studio location. 


Brunel FM launched at 10 am on 2 September 2006, and remained under control of The 
Local Radio Company until its sale to Laser Broadcasting in June 2008, along with sister 
stations Bath FM and 3TR FM. ltationneede) Following the buyout a number of the station's 
staff resigned, allegedly due to lack of payment. 


In October 2008, Brunel FM was sold again to South West Radio Ltd,™ following the 
collapse of Laser Broadcasting which went into administration.2 


In August 2009, South West Radio itself collapsed and was also placed into 
administration. Brunel FM was then acquired by YMC Ltd, along with Bath FM, 3TR 
FM, Quay West 107.4 and Quay West 102.4/100.8. YMC Ltd then ran the five licensed 
stations as a group, with local programming throughout the day and some networked 
output over the weekend. On 24 March 2010, the YMC Ltd stations were closed by 
administrators after multiple refusals on the part of regulator Ofcom to transfer the 
licences, amid a number of financial issues at the stations following TLRC's sale. 


Total Star Swindon{[edit] 


Brunel FM and its sister stations - 3TR FM, Bath FM and the two Quaywest stations - 
were eventually bought by One Gold Radio Ltd. All five stations were rebranded Total 
Star as part of an agreement with Total Star 107.5 in Gloucestershire, owned by Storm 
Radio Ltd. 


More Radio[edit] 


In May 2011, it was announced Total Star Swindon (along with sister stations in West 
Wiltshire and Bath) would be rebranded to More Radio from June 2011, after 

owners One Gold Radio Ltd (now More FM Ltd) ended their partnership with 

the Cheltenham-based Total Star group.“ The group also decided not to contest the 
renewal of the Bath licence, which was awarded to Celador - and was rebranded as The 
Breeze in September 2011. The company also purchased the 107.5 Warminster/Frome 
area licence, turning it into The Breeze in November 2011. 


Jack FM Swindon{[edit] 


It was announced in April 2012 Celador had bought the final More Radio licence in 
Swindon. Just over a month later, on 28 May 2012, the station was relaunched again as 
Jack FM Swindon. 


Sam FM rebrand and merger[edit] 


Less than three years later, on 1 April 2015, the station was rebranded again to Sam 
FM, 


On 25 May 2016, OFCOM announced it had granted Celador permission to merge the 
station with its sister station in Bristol. The company said the Swindon station was not 
financially viable as a stand-alone service, having made a £50,000 loss in 2015.“ The 
station's sole local programme - the weekday breakfast show That Swindon Thing - was 
axed, although opt outs for local news bulletins, traffic updates and what's on 
information will continue. 


See also[edit] 


e Sam FM (Bristol) 
e Bauer Radio 

e BBC Wiltshire 

e Heart Wiltshire 

e Swindon 105.5 
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